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A Closer Look At The Cross Series 

A closer look at prophecy and what it means to our coming Lord. 
  
1. Jesus: A Lamb Led to Slaughter, Isaiah 53:1-12  
A closer look at prophecy and what it means to our coming Lord. 
  
2. "Jesus: His God-Man Lifestyle" Hebrews 4:15 
A closer look at the life of Christ and its effect upon mankind. 
  
3. Tried and Tempted 
A closer look into Satan's last efforts to tempt Jesus at the cross (Jesus' refusal to use drugs). 
  
4. Sanhedrin Sins 
A closer look at the laws the Jewish leaders broke to bring Jesus to trial and crucifixion at the cross 
(from the book The Trial of Jesus). 
 
5. An Unlikely Alliance 
A closer look at the two Roman officials who found no sin in Jesus at the cross (Pilate and Herod). 
  
6. Forgotten Forgiveness 
A closer look at the apostle who was never at the cross (Judas Iscariot). 
  
7. Sorrow, Celebration, and Self-examination 
A closer look into the events surrounding the cross...Matthew 27:45-56 
  
8. Female Finalists 
A closer look at the seven women who stood by at the cross. 
  
9. The Crucified Crowd 
A closer look at the effect Jesus’ crucifixion had on the crowds at the cross. 
  
10. Frightened Apostles 
A closer look at the apostles who viewed Jesus from afar at the cross. 
  
11. Sanhedrin Saints 
A closer look at the two disciples who took a stand for Jesus at the cross (Joseph of Arimathea and 
Nicodemus). 
  
12. Awe-Filled Adversaries 
A closer look at the Centurion and four Roman soldiers who recognized Christ at the cross. 
  
13. Sentence Sermons 
A closer look at the seven last words of Jesus spoken at the cross. 
  
14. The Disciples' Dilemma 
A closer look at how the disciples overcame the loss of their leader at the cross. 
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A Closer Look At The Cross Series 
#1 Jesus: A Lamb Led To Slaughter and a Man of Sorrow” Isaiah 53:1-12 

A closer look at prophecy and what it means to our coming Lord. 
  
1 Corinthians 15:1-4: "Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received and on which you have taken your stand. {2} By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the 
word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. {3} For what I received I passed on to you 
as of first importance : that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, {4} that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures," 
  
There it is. Almost too simple. Jesus was killed, buried and resurrected. The part that matters the most in 
the world is the cross. No more and no less. The cross. 
  
It rests on the time line of history like a compelling diamond. Its tragedy summons all sufferers. Its 
absurdity attracts all cynics. Its hope lures all searchers. And, according to Paul, the cross is what counts. 
  
What a piece of wood! History has idolized it and despised it, gold-plated it and burned it, worn and trashed 
it. History has done everything to it but ignore it. That’s the one option that the cross does not offer. 
  
No one can ignore it! You can’t ignore a piece of lumber that suspends the greatest claim in history. A 
crucified carpenter claiming that he is God on earth? Divine? Eternal? The death-slayer? No wonder Paul 
called it “the core of the gospel.” Its bottom line is sobering: if the account is true, it is history’s hinge. 
Period. If not, it is history’s hoax. 
  
Dying is a dreadful thing from the human point of view; no amount of beautiful music or kind words can 
soften the blow. 
  
We might work to camouflage the pain and deny the reality of it, but it is a grim, harsh, ugly, inescapable 
fact with which to reckon. 
  
What is true for us today was true for our Lord when He faced the facts in His day. Being fully human, He 
did not relish the ultimate end of His earthly life: a crucifixion death. 
  
But He accepted it. Isaiah 53:7: “like a lamb that is led to slaughter." 
  
* DEATH WAS A CONSTANT COMPANION FOR JESUS. 
1. HIS PURPOSE FOR COMING. 
The shadow of the cross stretched more deeply across His path every day of His life. He had no other 
option except to face this premature death at about age 33, a time when most of us are just entering career 
paths and beginning to smell success in the distance. 
  
His goal was to accomplish the mission of redemption... that He go to a cross and be nailed to its splintered 
surface... that His blood be poured out and that the cross-death be the answer for uniting man with God. 
  
Luke 10:10: "For the Son of fan came to seek and save what was lost." 
  
Mark 10:45: "For even the Son of Han did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many." 
  
Luke 9:28-31: (at His transfiguration: notice what they were talking about). 
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"About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a 
mountain to pray. {29} As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as 
bright as a flash of lightning. {30} Two men, Moses and Elijah, {31} appeared in glorious splendor, talking 
with Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem." 
  
2. COMMENTS DURING HIS MINISTRY. 
Matthew 16:21-23: "From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 
and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be 
killed and on the third day be raised to life. {22} Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. "Never, 
Lord!" he said. "This shall never happen to you!" {23} Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, 
Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men."" 
  
 Following the incident in which Peter acknowledged Jesus as being the Christ, Jesus began preparing his 
men for His imminent suffering, death, and resurrection. 
  
Peter's response: "Never, Lord! This shall never happen to You" Jesus said: "Get behind He, Satan! You are 
a stumbling block to me; you do not have in nind the things of God, but the things of men." 
  
3. STATEMENTS TO HIS DISCIPLES John 14:1-3 (read and relate context).  
(John 14:1-3)  ""Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God ; trust also in me. {2} In my Father's 
house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 
{3} And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may 
be where I am." 
  
4. HIS ARREST AND TRIALS. (Matt. 26:36-46). Read, relate, and notice he repeated this 3 times. 
(Matthew 26:36-46)  "Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to 
them, "Sit here while I go over there and pray." {37} He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with 
him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. {38} Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed with 
sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me." {39} Going a little farther, he fell with his 
face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I 
will, but as you will." {40} Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. "Could you men not 
keep watch with me for one hour?" he asked Peter. {41} "Watch and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak." {42} He went away a second time and prayed, "My 
Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done." {43} 
When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. {44} So he left them and 
went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing. {45} Then he returned to the 
disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man 
is betrayed into the hands of sinners. {46} Rise, let us go! Here comes my betrayer!"" 
  
Isaiah 53: This chapter could not better describe the suffering of our Lord at Calvary if it were written after 
the fact. It also argues for the divine inspiration of the bible.. .for the odds that all these events could have 
been otherwise predicted were 10 to the 17th power. 
  
It has become evident through this prophecy that Someone is coming. That dim and shadowy Figure which 
appears occasionally in the opening chapters is emerging ever more clearly as we move through this book. 
Here in the 53rd chapter the Messiah steps out into full and glorious view.  
  
It is hard to understand how anyone can read this great chapter and not see Jesus in it. We have already 
commented on the fact that, through the centuries, Jewish people have held that it does not refer to Jesus of 
Nazareth, but rather that the nation of Israel is the "Servant of Jehovah." The primary reason for their 
feeling is that they expected a different kind of Messiah.  
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The Jews had done like many of us do with Scripture -- they had selected verses that appealed to them and 
formulated from them a vision of a Deliverer who would come with military might and power. He would 
overcome the Roman tyrants, they thought, set Israel free, and fulfill the promises of God to make it the 
chief of the nations of earth. Because our Lord did not fulfill those promises, they have maintained that this 
prophecy does not apply to him. Yet here in this great chapter it is clear that God's suffering Servant is 
brought before us.  
  
The passage actually begins in the closing verses of Chapter 52, which belong with Chapter 53. Taken 
together with it, these verses constitute five stanzas that depict various foreviews of the work of the 
Messiah, each one bringing out a different aspect of his work and life.  
  
Beginning in Verse 13, Chapter 52, we have God himself announcing the presence of the Servant.  
Behold, my servant shall prosper,   he shall be exalted and lifted up,   and shall be very high.  
As many were astonished at him --   his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance,  
  and his form beyond that of the sons of men -- so shall he startle many nations;  
  kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for that which has not been told them they shall see, and that 
which they have not heard they shall understand. {Isa 52:13-15 RSV} 
  
This section, which describes the remarkable impact that the Messiah would make upon mankind, opens 
with a declaration that he would be successful in all that he did: "Behold, my servant shall prosper." That 
success would be accomplished in three specific stages, described here: "He shall be exalted; he shall be 
lifted up; he shall be very high." Commentators see in this the events that happened to Jesus after the 
crucifixion:  
  
First, in the words, "He shall be exalted," there is a reference to the resurrection. Jesus was brought back 
from the dead, stepping into a condition of life that no man had ever entered before. Lazarus had been 
resurrected, in a sense, but he merely returned to this earthly life. Jesus, however, became the "firstborn 
from the dead," {Col 1:18}. He was thus exalted to a higher dimension of existence.  
  
Then, "he shall be lifted up." After his resurrection, Jesus took his disciples to the Mount of Olives and 
while he was speaking to them he ascended into the heavens until a cloud received him out of sight. So he 
was physically and literally "lifted up."  
  
Thirdly, the passage says, "He shall be very high." The Hebrew puts it rather graphically: "He shall be high, 
very." We cannot but recall the words of the Apostle Paul in the letter to the Philippians. Speaking of Jesus, 
he says, "Wherefore God has highly exalted him and given him the name which is above every name, that 
at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father," {Phil 2:9-11}. Thus by his resurrection, his ascension, and his kingly exaltation the 
Messiah has made tremendous impact upon humanity.  
  
Further, it is said of him here that "many were astonished at him." This happened in two different ways. 
First, as Verse 14 implies, many were "astonished" at his death: "His appearance was so marred, beyond 
human semblance, and his form beyond that of the sons of men." This is descriptive of the face of Jesus 
after he had endured the terrible Roman scourging, the beatings, the blows to his face with the rod, which 
the soldiers mockingly called a king's scepter, and the crushing of the crown of thorns upon his head. By 
the time he was impaled on the cross, his face was a bloody mess. This is what the prophet sees: our Lord's 
appearance was so marred that those who passed by were "astonished" at his visage.  
  
But Verse 15 describes another form of astonishment: "so shall he startle many nations." This refers to the 
tremendous accomplishments he achieved, not only during his ministry, but through the intervening 
centuries since. Many have commented on the remarkable achievements of Jesus.  
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Kenneth Scott Latourette, a well known historian, has said,  
As the centuries pass, the evidence is accumulating that, measured by his effect on history, Jesus is the most 
influential life ever lived on this planet.  
  
G.K. Chesterton, that remarkable English Christian novelist and literary critic, has written,  
There was a man who dwelt in the East centuries ago, and now I cannot look at a sheep or a sparrow, a lily 
or a cornfield, a raven or a sunset, a vineyard or a mountain without thinking of him. If this be not to be 
divine, what is it?  
  
Truly, our Lord has made an astonishing impact upon our world. He is the Man who cannot be forgotten.  
  
  
Verses 1-3: (As Men Saw Him). 
(Isaiah 53:1-3)  "Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? {2} 
He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty 
to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. {3} He was despised and rejected 
by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was 
despised, and we esteemed him not." 
  
The first three verses of Chapter 53 describe the Messiah's strange rejection. These words express the 
feelings of the repentant nation when at last they recognize him at his return.  
These remarkable words are felt by any person who comes to Christ and remembers how lightly he 
regarded him when he first learned of him.  
  
Here the nation asks, "Who has believed our report, that which we have heard. The arm of the Lord was 
revealed to us, but we did not understand who he was." Looking back, they can see how he fulfilled these 
words.  
  
He grew up before Jehovah as a "young plant." That speaks of the hidden years at Nazareth when, in the 
obscurity of the carpenter's shop no one knew who he was except his Heavenly Father. He was the "root out 
of dry ground." We have already seen Isaiah's prediction that a root would rise up from the stem of David, 
from whom Joseph and Mary were both descended. But the House of David had fallen on evil days. The 
royal line had become impoverished and no one recognized its claims to leadership within Israel. When our 
Lord came he was indeed a root out of very dry ground.  
  
The passage continues, "He had no form or comeliness that we should look at him, and no beauty that we 
should desire him." Again, these are words that refer to our Lord's appearance as he hung upon the cross. 
He was a pitiful figure to behold, hanging naked, blood covering his face, worn and shattered by suffering. 
Indeed he had "no beauty that we should desire him."  
  
He was truly "a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief." There is no record in Scripture that Jesus ever 
laughed. I think he did laugh, for you cannot read some of his parables, or some of the things he said to his 
disciples, without sensing a smile on his face or hearing a chuckle in his voice. But there is no account that 
he ever laughed. He was "a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief."  
  
We must remember that all through his boyhood, and even into his manhood, he was pursued by nasty 
cracks about his birth, inferring that he was an illegitimate son, born to a faithless maiden who had broken 
her vow of betrothal. His brothers misunderstood him and did not believe in him. They were embarrassed at 
some of the things he said and did. It was not until after the resurrection that they believed in him. He was 
called a drunkard and a glutton, and was said to be possessed by a devil. He was called a Samaritan, a 
disparaging term. He had no home to go to.  
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He said himself, "Foxes have holes, birds have their nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head," {Matt 8:20, Luke 9:50}. Sometimes his disciples left him alone to go about their business, but he 
had to go out to the Garden of Gethsemane and sleep alone beneath the o lives trees. He became at one 
point "Public Enemy No. 1." In the weeks before his crucifixion the Pharisees offered a reward to anyone 
who would turn him in. Surely he was rejected of men! In the words of the Apostle John, "He came unto 
his own, and his own people received him not," {John 1:11 RSV}. 
  
It's written in the predictive present tense. ..as if the Servant has come, been rejected, slaughtered, and the 
people of Israel are looking at it in retrospect! 
  
And we remember that Jesus (John 12:38) and Paul (Rom. 10:16) each quoted from this prophecy to 
express similar shock to the blindness of the Jews. 
  
Jesus lacked the credentials they were looking for in a Messiah . A tender, green plant in dry parched 
ground is regarded with skepticism as to its origin and its survival..so it was with Christ. 
  
He was just a carpenter's boy... and nothing "good' came out of Nazareth! There was nothing in his physical 
appearance that would draw men to Him... He didn't physically meet the "qualifications" of one who would 
be a king. 
  
Verses 4-6 (As God Saw Him). 
(Isaiah 53:4-6)  "Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken 
by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. {5} But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for 
our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. {6} 
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all." 
  
This, of course, is the very heart of the gospel, the good news. Jesus took our place. As Peter puts it, "He 
bore our sins in his own body upon the tree," {cf, 1 Pet 2:24}. He took our sins and paid the price for them. 
He had no sins of his own and Scripture is very careful to record the sinlessness of Jesus himself. He was 
not suffering for his own transgressions, but for the sins of others.  
  
One writer has put it rather well,  
It was for me that Jesus died, 
For me and a world of men 
Just as sinful and just as slow to give back his love again. 
And he did not wait until I came to him. 
He loved me at my worst. 
He needn't ever have died for me 
If I could have loved him first.  
  
That is the problem, isn't it? Why do not we love him first? Why is it that we can only learn to love our 
Lord when we have beheld his suffering; his excruciating agony on our behalf? Why is it we find such 
difficulty in obeying the first commandment, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and all 
thy soul, and all thy strength," {Deut 6:5 KJV}. It is because of our transgressions, as this passage declares. 
They have cut us off from the divine gift of love that ought to be in every human heart.  
  
Sin is a disease that has afflicted our entire race. We cannot understand the depth of human depravity until 
we see the awful agony through which our Lord passed; behold the hours of darkness and hear the terrible 
orphaned cry, "My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?" {Matt 27:46, Mark 15:34 KJV}. All this 
spells out for us what we really are like. Most think of ourselves as decent people, good people. We have 
not done, perhaps, some of the terrible things that others have done.  
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But w hen we see in the cross of Jesus the depth of evil in our hearts we understand that sin is a disease that 
has infiltrated our whole lives. Man, who was created in the image of God and once wore the glory of his 
manhood, has become bruised and marred, sick and broken, his conscience ruined, his understanding 
faulty, his will enfeebled. The principle of integrity and the resolve to do right has been completely 
undermined in all of us. We know this to be true. No wonder, then, this verse comes as the best of news: He 
was wounded for our transgressions. The bruising that he felt was the chastisement that we deserved, but it 
was laid upon him.  
  
There is no way to read this and fail to see that our Lord is the great divine Substitute for the evil of the 
human heart. We can lay hold of this personally by the honest admission stated in Verse 6: "All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way." How true that is of each of us! Who 
can claim anything else? I grew up in Monta-a-a-a-na, and I know something about sheep. Sheep are very 
foolish and willful creatures. They can find a hole in the fence and get out, but they cannot find it to get 
back in. Someone must go and get them every time. How true are the words, "We have turned every one to 
his own way."  
  
Frank Sinatra made a song popular a few years ago, "I Did It My Way." When you hear that it sounds like 
something admirable, something everybody ought to emulate. How proud we feel that we did it "our way." 
But when you turn to the record of the Scripture, you find that that is the problem, not the solution. 
Everyone is doing things "their way," so we have a race that is in constant conflict, forever striving with 
one another, unable to work anything out, because we all did it "our way."  
  
The way to lay hold of the redemption of Jesus is to admit that "All we like sheep have gone astray. We 
have turned every one to his own way"; and then to believe the next line, "But the Lord has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all." One Christian put his testimony in a rather quaint way. He said, "I stooped down low 
and went in at the first 'all,' and I stood up straight and came out at the last." Notice that this verse begins 
and ends with the word "all": "All we like sheep have gone astray." This man said, "I stooped down low 
and went in at that 'all.'" In other words, "I acknowledged that I, too, was part of that crowd that had gone 
astray." Ah, "But I stood up straight and came out at the last 'all.'" He understood that "The Lord has laid on 
him the iniquity of us all." He bore our punishment and took our place.  
  
Unusual pain, sorrow, and grief were equated with unusual guilt in the ancient world. Job's four friends 
provide the best example of that attitude for us today. 
  
Jesus corrected this concept in Luke 13:1-5, when He said that those upon whom the tower of Siloam fell 
were not worse sinners than others, but that all calamities were warnings to the world to repent. 
  
His suffering was vicarious: "taking the place of another." 
While His death was painful and violent, it brought healing and peace. 
  
Verses 7-9: (As Christ Saw Himself) 
(Isaiah 53:7-9)  "He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to 
the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. {8} By oppression 
and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land 
of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. {9} He was assigned a grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth." 
  
Once again, Scripture preserves carefully the sinlessness of Jesus himself. He was without sin, but he bore 
the sins of others. That is why he did it in silence. He had no interest in defending himself, so he never 
spoke in his own defense. It is a striking thing that in the gospel accounts of the trials of Jesus he never 
spoke up on his own behalf or tried to escape the penalty. This amazed both Pilate and Caiaphas.  
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When our Lord stood before the High Priest, he was silent until the High Priest put him on oath to tell them 
who he was. When he stood before Pilate, he was silent until to remain silent was to deny his very 
Kingship. Then he spoke briefly, acknowledging who he was. When he was with the soldiers, they smote 
him and spat him and put the crown of thorns on his head, yet he said not a word. Peter says, "When he was 
reviled he reviled not again," {cf, 1 Pet 2:23}.  
  
Truly, "As a lamb before her shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth." When he went before 
contemptuous, sneering Herod, he stood absolutely silent. He would not say one word to him. He was 
returned at last to Pilate because Herod could find nothing wrong with him.  
  
By oppression and judgment he was taken away. {Isa 53:6a RSV} 
It is very apparent to anyone reading the gospel accounts that the trials that Jesus went through were a 
farce. The Jewish trial before the High Priest was illegal. It was held at night, which was contrary to the 
law. Pilate several times admitted that he could find no wrong in him, and yet he pronounced upon him the 
sentence of death. How true are these words, "by oppression and judgment he was taken away."  
  
He was "stricken for the transgression of my people." Remember that as the crowd was crying out, "Crucify 
him, crucify him," they added these significant words, "Let his blood be upon us and upon our children." 
Thereby they acknowledged that he was indeed "stricken for the transgressions of my people."  
  
But when at last the deed was done and he cried with a loud voice, "It is finished" {John 19:30}, his friends 
came to take him down from the cross. No enemy hands touched his body after his death, only those who 
loved him. As they removed his bloody body, the dear lips were silent, the wondrous voice was stilled, the 
light had gone from his eyes, and the great heart beat no more.  
  
But instead of throwing him on a rubbish heap, as the authorities intended, they "made his grave with the 
rich," just as Isaiah had predicted written 720 years before the event. Joseph of Arimathea, a rich man, 
offered to put the body of Jesus in his new tomb that had never been used. Someone has put that rather 
remarkably, "He who came from a virgin womb, must be laid in a virgin tomb."  
  
Then in the last stanza his ultimate triumph is pictured. Yet it was the will of the Lord to bruise him; he has 
put him to grief; when he makes himself an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, he shall prolong his 
days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand; he shall see the fruit of the travail of his soul and be 
satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous; and 
he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide him a portion with the great; and he shall divide the 
spoil with the strong; because he poured out his soul to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet 
he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.  
  
The Hebrew in Verse 10 is rather remarkable. Our version says, "It was the will of the Lord to bruise him," 
but the Hebrew literally says, "It pleased Jehovah to bruise him. He has put him to grief." The question 
comes, "How could it please God to put his Son to death, in the agony and torture of a crucifixion?" How 
could God find any pleasure in that?  
  
When the question is asked, "Who is responsible for the death of Jesus?" the world rather blatantly 
answers, "It was the Jews who put him to death." That is true. The Jewish rulers did deliver him up to be 
crucified. But it is also true that the Gentiles crucified Jesus.  
  
Pilate, as the representative of the supreme government of earth at that time, put him to death, so that both 
Jew and Gentile are responsible. But that still does not exhaust the matter. We must go beyond that to this 
mysterious statement, "It pleased Jehovah to bruise him. He has put him to grief."  
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When we face the question of why and how could God the Father ever take any delight in the death of his 
beloved Son, the only clue we have is that remarkable promise in Verse 32 of Romans 8, "He who spared 
not his own Son but delivered him up for us all, for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all 
things?" As hard as it is to believe, we must understand that God loved the lost race of mankind more than 
he loved his Son, and was willing to deliver him up to death that our race may find a way out of the disease 
and death of sin. That is all we can say on that.  
  
Perhaps one of the hymns puts it best,  
On Christ almighty vengeance fell, 
That would have sunk a world to hell. 
He bore it for a chosen race, 
And thus becomes our Hiding Place.  
  
Verses 10 and 11 describe a resurrection, and the satisfaction that Messiah feels when he sees what his 
sufferings have accomplished. We are told, "He shall see his offspring, he shall prolong his days." That 
cannot be said of any human being who dies. How can a dead man see his offspring? How can a dead man 
prolong his days? But clearly, after death, after he has "made his grave with the wicked," here is One who 
shall "see his offspring and prolong his days." Resurrection is clearly in view.  
  
"He shall see the fruit of the travail of his soul and be satisfied." What a remarkable statement! Nothing else 
could satisfy Jesus than to see the redeemed brought to his Father. Nothing else could do it. This was the 
relentless desire that drove him through pain, tears and death-hell itself-to achieve what he always wanted: 
a world freed from pain, torment, death and injustice; a world of men delivered from crying, sorrow, 
sadness and heartache; a world in which men and women would live in peace and in power, fulfilling the 
tremendous possibilities that God incorporated in man when he made him in the beginning.  
  
This is what he is after, and nothing can satisfy him but that. As the writer of Hebrews says, "For the joy 
that was set before him he endured the cross, despising the shame thereof," {cf, Heb 12:2}. This will at last 
bring satisfaction to his heart.  
  
Verse 12 summarizes all this: "He will make many righteous and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I 
will divide him a portion with the great and he shall divide the spoil with the strong." This is a reference to 
Paul's word in Romans 8, that we are "heirs with Christ" {Rom 8:17}, and that we will share with him the 
inheritance that he has achieved. It is for those who "out of weakness have been made strong" {Heb 11:34} 
by faith in his death and life. So the chapter ends, "Because he poured out his soul to death, and was 
numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors."  
  
This is a love story. What kind of love is this that awakens within us a response of deep and abiding 
gratitude, a willingness to admit that we need help? Our only adequate response is found in the words of a 
hymn,  
Oh, love that will not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in Thee. 
I give thee back the life I owe, 
That in thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer fuller be.  
  
All His suffering was borne without a word of protest or complaint. 
  
His sacrifice would bring Him reward (vs. 12) and He poured out His soul (vs. 12). 
  
Verse 10:  the Hebrew word "khaphetz" means "delighted, or desired" and indicates that the death of the 
Messiah involved more than a sterile, unfeeling, deterministic plan of an unfeeling God. 



10 

 
  
While it's difficult to understand, it pleased God that His Son die. 
  
Christ lives on.. .and carries out the work of atonement, redemption, justification, sanctification, and 
intercession.. for US. 
  
* CHRIST'S SUFFERING WAS VICARIOUS, VOLUNTARY, AND RESULTED IN VICTURY! 
- VICARIOUS: He died in our place. 
-- VOLUNTARY: We should serve Him willingly every day. 
-- VICTORY:  His victory made it possible for us to have victory. 
  
"To this day, the fact remains that when a man is brought face to face with Jesus Christ, he must either hate 
Him or love Him; he must either submit to Him, or desire to destroy Him.  No man who realizes what Jesus 
Christ demands can possibly remain neutral. He must either be His lover or His foe." 
  
Which will we choose, today? 
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A Closer Look At The Cross Series 

#2 Jesus: His God-Man Lifestyle” 

A closer look at the life of Christ and its effect upon mankind 
  
Our lesson begins today with an idea that comes from I John 2:6, where John said that "whoever claims to 
live in him must walk as Jesus did." I'd like us to look at Jesus, both God and man today...and fully come to 
appreciate the lifestyle He lived. 
  
The word "incarnation" is a vital point for us: it is the union of God and man in one person... God being 
every bit God, becoming man in every way. 
  
John 1:1: "The Word was with God, and the Word was God... and the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us." (vs. 14). 
  
(1:1-5) Introduction: This passage is one of the summits of Scripture. In fact, it probably reaches the 
highest of human thought. What is the thought that reaches the height of human concepts? It is this: Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, is... 
• the Word of God 
• the Creator of Life 
• the Very Being and Essence of Life. 
     These three truths have to be deeply thought about to understand their meaning. A quick reading of this 
passage leaves a person disinterested, not even close to understanding what is being said. However, the 
importance of the truths lie at the very foundation of life. They cannot be overstated, for they determine a 
man’s destiny. If Jesus Christ is the Word of God, then men must hear and understand that Word or else be 
lost forever in ignorance of God Himself. 
     1.  Christ is eternal (v.1-2). 
     2.  Christ is the Creator (v.3). 
     3.  Christ is Life (v.4-5). 

  
(1:1-2) Jesus Christ, Son of God—Eternal—Preexistent—Revelation: Christ is eternal. Note three 
profound statements made about Christ, the Word. 
     1.   Christ was preexistent. This means He was there before creation. He had always existed. 
a.  “In the beginning [en archei]” does not mean from the beginning. Jesus Christ was already there. He did 
not become; He was not created; He never had a beginning. He “was in the beginning with God” (cp. John 
17:5; John 8:58). 
b.  The word “was” (en) is the Greek imperfect tense of eimi which is the word so often used for deity. It 
means to be or I am. To be means continuous existence, without beginning or origin.  
      “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even 
from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God” (Psalm 90:2). 
      “I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was” (Proverbs 8:23). 
      “And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the 
world was” (John 17:5). 
      “[Christ Jesus] who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross” (Phil. 2:6-8; cp. 2 Cor. 8:9). 
  

     The testimony of John is that Jesus Christ was the Word, the One who had always existed. He was the Son 
of the living God.  
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     2.   Christ was coexistent. He was and is face to face with God forever. The word “with” (pros) has the 
idea of both being with and acting toward. Jesus Christ (the Word) was both with God and acting with God. 
He was “with God”: by God’s side, acting, living, and moving in the closest of relationships. Christ had the 
ideal and perfect relationship with God the Father. Their life together—their relationship, communion, 
fellowship, and connection—was a perfect eternal bond. This is exactly what is said: “The same was in the 
beginning with God” (John 1:2). 
      “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which 
we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; (for the life was manifested, and we 
have seen it, and bear witness, and show unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was 
manifested unto us)” (1 John 1:1-2). 
  
     The testimony of John was that Jesus Christ was the Word, the One who had always co-existed with 
God. Jesus Christ was the Son of the living God. 
     3.   John did not say that “the Word” was the God (ho Theos). He says “the Word” was God (Theos). He 
omits the definite article. John was saying that “the Word,” Jesus Christ... 
• is of the very nature and character of God the Father, but He is not the identical person of God the Father. 
• is a distinct person from God the Father, but He is of the very being and essence (perfection) of God the 
Father. 
     When a man sees Christ, he sees a distinct person, but he sees a person who is of the very substance and 
character of God in all of His perfect being. 
      “Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things 
by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high” (Hebrews 1:3). 
      “Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he 
that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father?” (John 14:9). 
      “Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever” (Romans 9:5). 
      “Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature” (Col. 1:15). 
      “For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). 
      “And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in 
the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory” (1 
Tim. 3:16). 
      “Which in his [Jesus Christ] times he shall show, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords; who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach 
unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting” (1 Tim. 6:15-16). 
      “And he [Jesus Christ] hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND 
LORD OF LORDS” (Rev. 19:16). 
  
     The testimony of John was that Jesus Christ was the Word, self-existent and eternal, the Supreme 
Majesty of the universe who owes His existence to no one. Jesus Christ was the Son of the living God. 

  
Jesus Christ is eternal. This says several critical things about Christ. 
1)   Christ reveals the most important Person in all the universe: God. He reveals all that God is and wants 
to say to man. Therefore, Christ must be diligently studied, and all that He is and says must be heeded to 
the utmost (cp. John 5:24). 
2)   Christ reveals God perfectly. He is just like God, identical to God; therefore, when we look at Christ 
we see God. 
3)   Christ reveals that God is the most wonderful Person. God is far, far beyond anyone we could have ever 
dreamed. He is loving and caring, full of goodness and truth; and He will not tolerate injustices: murder and 
stealing, lying and cheating of husband, wife, child, neighbor, brother, sister or stranger. God loves and is 
working and moving toward a perfect universe that will be filled with people who choose to love and 
worship and live and work for Him (cp. John 5:24-29). 
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The very nature of Christ is... 
• to exist eternally. 
• to exist in a perfect state of being, knowing nothing but eternal perfection. 
• to exist in perfect communion and fellowship eternally (cp. 1 John 1:3). 
     Note: it is the very nature of Christ that shall be imparted to believers; therefore, all three things will 
become our experience. 
      “At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you” (John 14:20). 
      “For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren” (Romans 8:29). 
      “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Cor. 3:18). 
      “Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the 
working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself” (Phil. 3:21). 
      “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust” (2 Peter 
1:4). 
      “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, 
when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). 

 
INCARNATION (in kahr nay' shuhn) God’s becoming human; the union of divinity and humanity in 

Jesus of Nazareth. 
Definition of Doctrine Incarnation [Lat. incarnatio, being or taking flesh], while a biblical idea, is not 

a biblical term. Its Christian use derives from the Latin version of John 1:14 and appears repeatedly in Latin 
Christian authors from about A.D. 300 onward. 

As a biblical teaching, incarnation refers to the affirmation that God, in one of the modes of His 
existence as Trinity and without in any way ceasing to be the one God, has revealed Himself to humanity 
for its salvation by becoming human. Jesus, the Man from Nazareth, is the incarnate Word or Son of God, 
the focus of the God-human encounter. As the God-Man, He mediates God to humans; as the Man-God, He 
represents humans to God. By faith-union with Him, men and women, as adopted children of God, 
participate in His filial relation to God as Father. 

The Humanity of Jesus The angel of the Lord, in a prophecy of Jesus’ birth, plainly stated the purpose 
of the incarnation: “[Mary] shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his 
people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21; compare Luke 19:10; John 3:17; 1 Tim. 1:15). The liberation of 
humanity from everything that would prevent relationship with God as Father requires incarnation. The 
biblical materials related to incarnation, though not systematically arranged, portray Jesus as the One who 
accomplished the mission of salvation because He was the One in whom both full divinity and full 
humanity were present. 

Jesus referred to Himself as a man (John 8:40), and the witnesses in the New Testament recognized 
Him as fully human. (For example, Peter, in his sermon at Pentecost, declared that Jesus is “a man 
approved of God among you...” Acts 2:22). That the Word was made flesh is the crux of the central passage 
on incarnation in the New Testament (John 1:14).  

The respective genealogies of Jesus serve as testimonies to His natural human descent (Matt. 1:1-17; 
Luke 3:23-37). In addition, Jesus attributed to Himself such normal human elements as body and soul 
(Matt. 26:26, 28, 38). He grew and developed along the lines of normal human development (Luke 2:40). 
During His earthly ministry, Jesus displayed common physiological needs: He experienced fatigue (John 
4:6); His body required sleep (Matt. 8:24), food (Matt. 4:2; 21:18), and water (John 19:28). Human 
emotional characteristics accompanied the physical ones: Jesus expressed joy (John 15:11) and sorrow 
(Matt. 26:37); He showed compassion (Matt. 9:36) and love (John 11:5); and He was moved to righteous 
indignation (Mark 3:5). 

A proper understanding of the events preceding and including His death requires an affirmation of His 
full humanity. In the garden, He prayed for emotional and physical strength to face the critical hours which 
lay ahead. He perspired as one under great physical strain (Luke 22:43-44). He died a real death (Mark 
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15:37; John 19:30). When a spear was thrust into His side, both blood and water poured from His body 
(John 19:34). Jesus thought of Himself as human, and those who witnessed His birth, maturation, ministry, 
and death experienced Him as fully human. 

Although Jesus was fully human in every sense of the word, His was a perfect humanity—distinct and 
unique. His miraculous conception highlights distinctiveness and originality of His humanity. Jesus was 
supernaturally conceived, being born of a virgin (Luke 1:26-35). To be sure, the Bible records other 
miraculous births such as those of Isaac (Gen. 21:1-2) and John the Baptist (Luke 1:57), but none attained 
to the miraculous heights of a human being supernaturally conceived and born of a virgin. 

The New Testament also attests to the sinless character of Jesus. He, Himself, asked the question, 
“Which of you convinceth me of sin?” (John 8:46). Paul declared, God “made him to be sin for us who 
knew no sin” (2 Cor. 5:21). The writer of Hebrews held that Christ was “without sin” (4:15). The New 
Testament presents Jesus as a man, fully human, and as a unique man, the ideal human. 

The Deity of Jesus Paul, in a statement on the supremacy of Christ, asserted, “For it pleased the Father 
that in him should all fulness dwell” (Col. 1:19; compare John 20:28; Titus 2:13). Jesus, was aware of His 
divine status (John 10:30; 12:44-45; 14:9). With the “I am” sayings, He equated Himself with the God who 
appeared to Moses in the burning bush (Ex. 3:14). The assertion of the New Testament is that Jesus was 
God (John 6:51; 10:7, 11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1; esp. 8:58). 

The Bible affirms the preexistence of Jesus: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God” (John 1:1-2; see also John 1:15; 
8:58; 17:5; Phil. 2:5-11). Jesus realized accomplishments and claimed authority ascribed only to divinity. 
He forgave sins (Matt. 9:6) and sent others to do His bidding, claiming all authority “in heaven and in 
earth” (Matt. 28:18-20).  

The central proclamation of the gospel is that He is the only way to eternal life, a status held by deity 
alone (John 3:36; 14:6; compare Acts 4:12; Rom. 10:9). The New Testament pictures Him as worthy of 
honor and worship due only to deity (John 5:23; Heb. 1:6; Phil. 2:10-11; Rev. 5:12). He is the Agent of 
creation (John 1:3) and the Mediator of providence (Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3). He raised the dead (John 11:43-
44), healed the sick (John 9:6), and vanquished demons (Mark 5:13). He will effect the final resurrection of 
humanity either to judgment or to life (Matt. 25:31-32; John 5:27-29). 

The titles ascribed to Jesus provide conclusive evidence for the New Testament’s estimate of His 
person as God. Jesus is “Lord” (Phil 2:11), “Lord of lords” (1 Tim. 6:15), “the Lord of glory” (1 Cor. 2:8), 
“the mediator” (Heb. 12:24), and “who is over all, God blessed for ever” (Rom. 9:5). In addition, the New 
Testament repeatedly couples the name “God” with Jesus (John 1:18; 20:28; Acts 20:28; Rom. 9:5; 2 
Thess. 1:12; Titus 2:13; Heb. 1:8; 2 Pet. 1:1; 1 John 5:20). 

Formulation of the Doctrine The problems of the incarnation begins with John’s assertion, “the Word 
was made flesh” (1:14). Clear expression of the relation of the Word to the flesh, of divinity to humanity 
within the person of Jesus became a matter of major concern during the first five centuries of the Christian 
era. The unsystematized affirmations of the New Testament were refined through controversy, a process 
which culminated in the ecumenical councils of Nicaea (A.D. 325), Constantinople (A.D. 381), Ephesus 
(A.D. 431), and Chalcedon (A.D. 451). 

The Council of Nicaea marked the meeting of church representatives from throughout the Christian 
world. Its purpose was to settle the dispute over the teachings of Arius, a presbyter in the church of 
Alexandria. He taught a creature christology—that is, he denied the Son’s eternal divinity. Against Arius, 
the council asserted that the Son was of one substance with the Father. Jesus was fully divine. 

The Council of Constantinople met to clarify and refute the christology of Apollinarius, Bishop of 
Laodicea. Apollinarius insisted that Jesus was a heavenly man dissimilar to earthly men. If a human is 
body, soul, and spirit, the bishop asserted that Jesus was a body, soul, and Logos [lit. “word”], a man not 
having a human spirit, or mind. Against this doctrine, the council affirmed the full humanity of Christ. 

The Council of Ephesus considered the marriage christology of Nestorius, Bishop of Constantinople. 
He held that the union of the human and divine in Jesus was like the marriage of a husband and wife. As a 
result, the Council accused him of teaching that there were two separate persons in Christ. 

The Council of Chalcedon was perhaps the most significant church council for Christianity. It met in 
debate over the teaching of Eutyches, a monk from Constantinople. He denied that Jesus had two natures. 
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This reaction against the christology of Nestorius prompted the council to express the incarnation of Jesus 
in terms of one person with two natures—human and divine. 

The mystery of the incarnation continues, and the statements of the first four councils of the Christian 
church preserve that mystery. Jesus, God incarnate, was one Person in two natures—fully divine and fully 
human. (by Walter D. Draughon III from the Holman Bible Dictionary) 
  
Do we fully comprehend this concept? Do we believe that…"when Jesus was cut, He bled; when struck, He 
bruised; when He was sad, He cried; when He was angry, He revealed it; when He got cold, He 
chilled...when hot, He perspired…when His heart stopped beating and His lungs no longer processed air... 
He died.” 
  
INCARNATION 

1. Christ did not only come into our flesh, but also into our condition, into the valley and shadow of 
death, where we were, and where we are, as we are sinners. JOHN BUNYAN (1628–1688)  

2. God became man; the divine Son became a Jew; the Almighty appeared on earth as a helpless 
human baby, unable to do more than lie and stare and wriggle and make noises, needing to be fed 
and changed and taught to talk like any other child. And there was no illusion or deception in this: 
the babyhood of the Son of God was a reality. The more you think about it, the more staggering it 
gets. Nothing in fiction is so fantastic as is this truth of the Incarnation. J. I. PACKER (1926– )  

3. God clothed himself in vile man’s flesh so he might be weak enough to suffer. JOHN DONNE (1572–
1631)  

4. God, who had fashioned time and space in a clockwork of billions of suns and stars and moons, in 
the form of his beloved Son became a human being like ourselves. On the microscopic midge of 
planet he remained for thirty-three years. He became a real man, and the only perfect one. While 
continuing to be the true God, he was born in a stable and lived as a workingman and died on a 
cross. He came to show us how to live, not for a few years but eternally. FULTON OURSLER (1949– )  

5. He clothed himself with our lowliness in order to invest us with his grandeur. RICHARDSON WRIGHT 
(B. 1885)  

6. In the humanity of Jesus, God was truly speaking our language. JOHN POWELL  
7. Jesus’ coming is the final and unanswerable proof that God cares. WILLIAM BARCLAY (1907–1978)  
8. No one could ever have found God; he gave himself away. MEISTER ECKHART (C. 1260–C. 1327)  
9. The Christian faith is founded upon . . . a well attested sober fact of history; that quietly, but with 

deliberate purpose, God himself has visited this little planet. J. B. PHILLIPS (1906–1982)  
10. The coming of Jesus into the world is the most stupendous event in human history. MALCOLM 

MUGGERIDGE (1903–1990)  
11. The shepherds didn’t ask God if he was sure he knew what he was doing. Had the angel gone to the 

theologians, they would have first consulted their commentaries. Had he gone to the elite, they 
would have looked around to see if anyone was watching. Had he gone to the successful, they 
would have first looked at their calendars. So he went to the shepherds. Men who didn’t have a 
reputation to protect or an ax to grind or a ladder to climb. Men who didn’t know enough to tell God 
that angels don’t sing to sheep and that messiahs aren’t found wrapped in rags and sleeping in a 
feed trough. MAX L. LUCADO (1955– )  

12. We know how God would act if he were in our place—he has been in our place. A. W. TOZER 
(1897–1963)  

13. What a terrific moment in history that was . . . when men first saw their God in the likeness of the 
weakest, mildest and most defenseless of all living creatures! MALCOLM MUGGERIDGE (1903–1990)  

  
IF GOD BECAME MAN, we kind of man would He be?  
1. IF GOD BECAME MAN, we would expect His human life to be sinless, since it is inconceivable 
that God would sin. 
Jesus fulfilled this expectation in that He lived completely above sin. 
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2 Cor. 5:21: "God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God." 
  
Because He possessed perfect moral purity, He is never seen to admit the need of penitence, and never 
confessed himself to be guilty of sin. 
  
"In vain do we look through the entire biography of Jesus for a single stain or the slightest shadow of his 
moral character. There never lived a more harmless being on earth. He injured nobody, he took advantage 
of nobody. He never spoke an improper word, he never committed a wrong action." 
  
Hebrews 4:15: "For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we 
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin." 
  
2. IF GOD BECAME MAN, we would expect Him to be holy in character. 
Not only would there be an absence of sin in His life, but there would be in Him a superb degree of 
holiness (This is one of the strongest proofs that Jesus was God incarnate). 
  
3. IF GOD BECAME MAN, it would be expected that His words be the greatest ever spoken. 
Jesus is called the Master Teacher, and is lauded in the greatest of human literatures. His teachings in the 
gospels are read more, quoted more, translated into more languages, loved more, believed more, 
represented more in art, and set to more music.. .than the words of any other person. 
  
He never had a course in teaching, yet knew more about it than anybody else. He had perfect knowledge 
about God and about God's will, and it showed in His lifestyle. He never had to guess what God wanted 
Him to do. 
  
He also had perfect knowledge of the people whom He taught. He knew what was in man (John 2:25). 
  
He taught new things in terms of old ones, and used farming, fishing, cooking, and buying land to make his 
points clear. 
  
He adapted this method to the particular person or group He wished to teach. 
  
He was the  Master Teacher, too, because He practiced what He taught. Even His enemies said: "No one 
ever spoke the way this man does?" (John 7:46). 
  
4. IF GOD BECAME MAN, it would be expected that He exert tremendous influence over human 
minds. 
"Whether Jesus be man or God, whether the gospels be mainly fiction or fancy, certainly a historic person 
named Jesus gave men such an impact as to be unequaled by far in the entire annals of human history." 
  
Just think.. some 2,000 after His life, he is still quoted by so many! 
  
5. IF GOD BECAME MAN it would be expected that He would perform supernatural deeds. 
The life of Christ is a constant illustration of the supernatural in Him: 
* Protection by hosts of angels. 
* His supernatural knowledge. 
* His supernatural death. 
* His supernatural resurrection. 
* His supernatural ascension. 
  
Turn to Matthew 11:3-5: relate context and discuss verses. 
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Matthew 11:3-5: "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?" {4} Jesus replied, 
"Go back and report to John what you hear and see: {5} The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who 
have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor." 
  
* Remember what the Pharisee, Nicodemus said, in John 3:2, when he came to Jesus by night? "For no one 
could perform the  miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." 
  
The main purpose of his miracles were to cause people to believe on Him. Jesus wanted to prove to all 
honest hearts that He was sent from God to save men. Sickness and disease were used to furnish an 
occasion for Christ to heal and God to be glorified. 
  
The resurrection of Christ alone is sufficient to convince any one and every one, if they are honest, that 
Jesus is the Son of God! 
  
6. IF GOD BECAME MAN, it would be expected that He manifest incomparable love for humanity. 
He did this in a way no other has ever done.. He died even for His enemies. He demonstrated throughout 
His life that He was a friend of sinners.. the poor.. .the despised.. the broken-hearted.. .the downcast. His 
constant attituue was gentle, tneder, sympathetic, loving, and kind. 
  
7. IF GOD BECAME MAN, that He would be the most divine, unique, and incomparable person 
who ever lived. 
This is confirmed by atheists, infidels, and unbelievers.. .who will at least appraise His character. 
  
He was raised in an illiterate province, and had no special training...yet was (and is) accepted by the most 
scholarly, wealthy, powerful, and influential as being truly the Son of God. 
  
'Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in another 
village, and that a dispised one. He worked in a carpenter shop for 30 years, and then for three years He 
was an itinerant preacher. he never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never owned a house. He 
never had a family. He never went to college. He never put His foot inside a really big city. He never 
traveled, except in His infancy, more than 200 miles from the place where He was born. He had no 
credentials but himself.  
  
"While still a young man, the tide of popular opinion turned against Him. His friends ran away; one of 
them betrayed Him. He was turned over to His enemies...He went through the mockery of a trail. He was 
nailed upon a Gross between two thieves. His executors gambled for the only piece of property He had on 
earth, His seamless robe. 
  
"When He was dead, He was taken down from the cross and laid in a borrowed grave through the courtesy 
of a friend. Nineteen wide centuries have come and gone, and today Jesus is the centerpiece of the human 
race, and the leader of all human progress. I am well within the mark when I say that all the armies that 
ever marched, all the navies that were ever built, all the parliaments that have ever sat, and all the kings that 
have ever ruled PUT TOGETHER have not affected the life of man upon this earth like this one solitary 
personality. 
  
"All times dates from his birth, and it is impossible to understand or interpret the progress of human 
civilization in any nation on earth apart from His influence. 
  
"Slowly through the ages man is coming to realize that the greatest necessity in the world is not water, Iron, 
gold, food, clothing, or even nitrate in the soil...but rather, Christ enshrined in human hearts, thoughts, and 
motives." 
  



18 

 
Let's look closer at Hebrews 4:14-16: if Jesus was God, how was He tempted in every way like us? 
Hebrews 4:14-16: "Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus 
the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. {15} For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we 
are--yet was without sin. {16} Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need." 
  
OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST (4:14-16) 

The Holy Spirit continues to appeal to Jews who have heard the gospel and turned from Judaism but 
have not yet trusted Christ. He has been saying, in effect, “You know your dissatisfaction with Judaism and 
with your own lives. You know the superiority of Jesus to prophets, angels, and Moses, and the dangers of 
not trusting Christ and of your need for Him. What is keeping you from making the final decision?” 
Hebrews 4:1-13 was an urgent appeal not to delay in accepting God’s salvation, His perfect rest, in Jesus 
Christ. 

Until now the appeal has largely been negative: if you do not believe, you will be doomed—forever 
apart from God and His rest. God’s Word has been shown in its all-seeing and judgmental role, as a two-
edged sword (4:12). 
  
The danger of hell is certainly real, and any preacher—especially when trying to reach the unsaved—is not 
true to the gospel if he avoids this truth. Because it is true, and because it is so terribly important, it must be 
preached and taught. Avoiding it is not only being unfaithful to God’s Word but also being unfaithful to the 
needs of the unsaved. To cry “Fire!” in a crowded building where there is no fire is not only against the law 
but extremely cruel and dangerous. But not to cry “Fire!” when a building is in flames is even more cruel 
and dangerous. Done in the right spirit and way, warning unbelievers of the dangers of hell is one of the 
greatest kindnesses we can show them. 
  
The Positive Message 

The message now turns to the positive side of the gospel. Salvation does more than keep us out of hell, 
immeasurably more. Many people have a caricature of fundamentalism, or evangelicalism, as having no 
message but “fire and brimstone, hell and damnation.” 

Salvation not only saves from spiritual death, it brings spiritual life. It should be sought not only 
because of what will happen to us if we do not accept it, but because of what will happen to us if we do. 
What happens to us when we accept it is based on who Jesus is. If there were no other reason in the 
universe to be saved, who Jesus is would be reason enough.  

Coming into a living relationship with Him is the greatest experience a person can have. To walk in the 
fellowship of the living Christ would be a glorious thing even if there were no hell to escape. So we have 
reason to receive Jesus Christ and enter into God’s rest not only because of fear of His judgment but 
because of His beauty, not only because of His wrath but also because of His grace, not only because He is 
a judge but because He is also a merciful and faithful High Priest. 

Three things make Jesus our great High Priest—His perfect priesthood, His perfect Person, and His 
perfect provision. Because He is perfect in these aspects, He is God’s only true High Priest. All others, no 
matter how faithful, were but symbols of His priesthood. 
  
His Perfect Priesthood 
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our confession. (4:14) 

Throughout the book of Hebrews the high priesthood of Jesus Christ is exalted. In chapter 1 He is seen 
as the One who has made “purification of sins” (v. 3). In chapter 2 He is “a merciful and faithful high 
priest” (v. 17) and in chapter 3 He is “the Apostle and High Priest of our confession” (v. 1). Chapters 7-9 
focus almost exclusively on Jesus’ high priesthood. Here (4:14) he is called a great high priest. 

The priests of ancient Israel were appointed by God to be mediators between Himself and His people. 
Only the high priest could offer the highest sacrifice under the Old Covenant, and that he did only once a 
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year on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur). All the sins of the people were brought symbolically to the 
Holy of Holies, where blood was sprinkled on the mercy seat as a sacrifice to atone for them. As no other 
human instrument could, he represented God before the people and the people before God. 

As we learn from Leviticus 16, before the high priest could even enter the Holy of Holies, much less 
offer a sacrifice there, he had to make an offering for himself, since he, just as all those whom he 
represented, was a sinner. Not only that, but his time in the Holy of Holies was limited. He was allowed to 
stay in the presence of the Shekinah glory of God only while he was making the sacrifice. 

To enter the Holy of Holies, the priest had to pass through three areas in the Tabernacle or the Temple. 
He took the blood and went through the door into the outer court, through another door into the Holy Place, 
and then through the veil into the Holy of Holies. He did not sit down or delay. As soon as the sacrifice was 
made, he left and did not return for another year. 

Every year, year after year, another Yom Kippur was necessary. Between these yearly sacrifices—
every day, day after day—thousands of other sacrifices were made, of produce and of animals. The process 
was never ended, never completed, because the priesthood was not perfect and the sacrifices were not 
perfect. 

Jesus, our great High Priest, after He had made the one-time, perfect sacrifice on the cross, also passed 
through three areas. When He passed through the heavens, he went through the first heaven (the 
atmosphere), the second heaven (outer space), and into the third heaven (God’s abode; 2 Cor. 12:2-4). Jesus 
went to where God Himself, not simply His glory, dwells. This is the holiest of all holies. But Jesus did not 
have to leave. His sacrifice was made once for all time. The sacrifice was perfect and the High Priest was 
perfect, and He sat down for all eternity at the Father’s right hand (Heb. 1:3). “I glorified Thee on the earth, 
having accomplished the work which Thou hast given Me to do. And now, glorify Thou Me together with 
Thyself, Father, with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was” (John 17:4-5). He had made 
the perfect atonement for sin, the purpose for which He had come to earth. And the work was completed 
when He entered heaven and presented Himself in the Holy Place (Heb. 9:12). 

Our great High Priest did not pass through the Tabernacle or the Temple. He passed through the 
heavens. When He got there He sat down, and God said, “I’m satisfied. My Son, Jesus Christ, 
accomplished the atonement for all sins for all time for all those who come to Him by faith and accept what 
He did for them.” The appeal of 4:14, therefore, is for yet uncommitted Jews to accept Jesus Christ as their 
true High Priest. They should demonstrate that their confession is true possession by holding fast to Him as 
their Savior. This emphasizes the human side of the believer’s security. True believers hold fast, as God 
holds them fast. 
  
His Perfect Person 
For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has been 
tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. (4:15)\ 
     At the end of verse 14 our great High Priest is again identified as Jesus, the Son of God. Here together 
are His human name, Jesus, and His divine title, Son of God. These two parts of His nature are also 
reflected in verse 15. 
  
JESUS’ HUMANITY  

Most people seem to think of God as being far removed from human life and concerns. Jesus was the 
very Son of God, yet His divinity did not prevent Him from experiencing our feelings, our emotions, our 
temptations, our pain. God became man, He became Jesus, to share triumphantly the temptation and the  
testing and the suffering of men, in order that He might be a sympathetic and understanding High Priest.  

When we are troubled or hurt or despondent or strongly tempted, we want to share our feelings and 
needs with someone who understands. Jesus can sympathize with our weaknesses. The phrase “No one 
understands like Jesus” in the well-known hymn is not only beautiful and encouraging but absolutely  
true. Our great High Priest not only is perfectly merciful and faithful but also perfectly understanding. He 
has an unequaled capacity for sympathizing with us in every danger, in every trial, in every situation that 
comes our way, because He has been through it all Himself. At the tomb of Lazarus Jesus’ body shook in 
grief. In the Garden of Gethsemane, just before His arrest, He sweat drops of  
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blood. He experienced every kind of temptation and testing, every kind of vicissitude, every kind of 
circumstance that any person will ever face. And He is at the right hand of the Father right now interceding 
for us.  

Jesus not only had all the feelings of love, concern, disappointment, grief, and frustration that we have, 
but He had much greater love, infinitely more sensitive concerns, infinitely higher standards of 
righteousness, and perfect awareness of the evil and dangers of sin. Contrary, therefore, to what we are 
inclined to think, His divinity made His temptations and trials immeasurably harder for Him to  
endure than ours are for us.  

Let me give an illustration to help explain how this can be true. We experience pain when we are 
injured, sometimes extreme pain. But if it becomes too severe, we will develop a temporary numbness, or 
we may even faint or go into shock. I remember that when I was thrown out of the car and skidded on my 
back on the highway, I felt pain for awhile and then felt nothing. Our bodies have ways of turning off pain 
when it becomes too much to endure. People vary a great deal in their pain threshholds, but we all have a 
breaking point. In other words, the amount of pain we can endure is not limitless. We can conclude, 
therefore, that there is a degree of pain we will never experience, because our bodies will turn off our 
sensitivity in one way or another—perhaps even by death—before we reach that point.  

A similar principle operates in temptation. There is a degree of temptation that we may never 
experience simply because, no matter what our spirituality, we will succumb before we reach it. But Jesus 
Christ had no such limitation. Since He was sinless, He took the full extent of all that Satan could throw at 
Him. He had no shock system, no weakness limit, to turn off temptation at a certain point.  
Since He never succumbed, He experienced every temptation to the maximum. And He experienced it as a 
man, as a human being. In every way He was tempted as we are, and more. The only difference was that He 
never sinned. Therefore, when we come to Jesus Christ we can remember that He knows everything we 
know, and a great deal that we do not know, about temptation, and testing, and  
pain. We do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses.  

This truth was especially amazing and unbelievable to Jews. They knew that God was holy, righteous, 
sinless, perfect, omnipotent. They knew His divine attributes and nature and could not comprehend His 
experiencing pain, much less temptation. Not only this, but under the Old Covenant God’s dealings with 
His people were more indirect, more distant. Except for special and rare instances,  
even faithful believers did not experience His closeness and intimacy in the way that all believers now can. 
Jews believed that God was incapable of sharing the feelings of men. He was too distant, too far removed 
in nature from man, to be able to identify with our feelings and temptations and problems.  

If comprehending God’s sympathy was hard for Jews, it was even harder for most Gentiles of that day. 
The Stoics, whose philosophy dominated much Greek and Roman culture in New Testament times, 
believed that God’s primary attribute was apathy. Some believed that He was without feeling or emotions 
of any sort. The Epicureans claimed that the gods live intermundia, between the physical and spiritual 
worlds. They did not participate in either world, and so could hardly be expected to understand the feelings, 
problems, and needs of mortals. They were completely detached from mankind.  

The idea that God could and would identify with men in their trials and temptations was revolutionary 
to Jew and Gentile alike. But the writer of Hebrews is saying that we have a God not only “who is there” 
but one “who has been here.”  

Weaknesses does not refer directly to sin, but to feebleness or infirmity. It refers to all the natural 
limitations of humanity, which, however, include liability to sin. Jesus knew firsthand the drive of human 
nature toward sin. His humanity was His battleground. It is here that Jesus faced and fought sin. He was 
victorious, but not without the most intense temptation, grief, and anguish.  

In all of this struggle, however, Jesus was without sin (choôris hamartia). He was completely apart 
from, separated from, sin. These two Greek words express the absolute absence of sin. Though He was 
mercilessly tempted to sin, not the slightest taint of it ever entered His mind or was expressed in His words 
or actions.  

Some may wonder how Jesus can completely identify with us if He did not actually sin as we do. It was 
Jesus’ facing sin with His perfect righteousness and truth, however, that qualifies Him. Merely 
experiencing something does not give us understanding of it. A person can have many successful 
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operations without understanding the least bit about surgery. On the other hand, a doctor may  
perform thousands of complicated and successful operations without ever having had the surgery himself. It 
is his knowledge of the disease or disorder and his surgical skill in treating it that qualifies him, not his 
having had the disease. He has great experience with the disease—much greater experience with it than any 
of his patients—having confronted it in all of its manifestations. Jesus never  
sinned, but He understands sin better than any man. He has seen it more clearly and fought it more 
diligently than any of us could ever be able to do.  

Sinlessness alone can properly estimate sin. Jesus Christ did not sin, could not sin, had no capacity to 
sin. Yet His temptations were all the more terrible because He would not fall and endured them to the 
extreme. His sinlessness increased His sensitivity to sin. “For consider Him who has endured such  
hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart. You have not yet 
resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin” (Heb. 12:3-4). If you want to talk to 
someone who knows what sin is about, talk to Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ knows sin, and He knows and  
understands our weakness. Whatever Satan brings our way, there is victory in Jesus Christ. He understands; 
He has been here.  

We have a sympathetic High Priest, whose priesthood is perfect and whose Person is perfect. 
  
His Perfect Provision 
Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find 
grace to help in time of need. (4:16) 

The One who understands us perfectly will also provide for us perfectly. “No temptation has 
overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted 
beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be 
able to endure it” (1 Cor. 10:13). Jesus Christ knows our temptations and will lead us out of them. 
  
Come to God’s Throne of Grace 

Again, the Holy Spirit appeals to those who are yet undecided about accepting Christ as their Savior. 
They should not only keep from going back into Judaism, but they should hold on to their confession of 
Christ and, finally—and necessarily—go on to draw near with confidence to the throne of grace. 

Most ancient rulers were unapproachable by the common people. Some would not even allow their 
highest-ranking officials to come before them without permission. Queen Esther risked her life in 
approaching King Ahasuerus without invitation, even though she was his wife (Esther 5:1-2). Yet any 
penitent person, no matter how sinful and undeserving, may approach God’s throne at any time for 
forgiveness and salvation—confident that he will be received with mercy and grace. 

By Christ’s sacrifice of Himself, God’s throne of judgment is turned into a throne of grace for those 
who trust in Him. As the Jewish high priests once a year for centuries had sprinkled blood on the mercy 
seat for the people’s sins, Jesus shed His blood once and for all time for the sins of everyone who believes 
in Him. That is His perfect provision. 

The Bible speaks much of God’s justice. But how terrible for us if He were only just, and not also 
gracious. Sinful man deserves death, the sentence of justice; but he needs salvation, the gift of grace. It is to 
the very throne of this grace that any person can now come with confidence and assurance. It is the throne 
of grace because grace is dispensed there. 

How can anyone reject such a High Priest, such a Savior—who not only permits us to come before His 
throne for grace and help, but pleads with us to come in confidence? His Spirit says, “Come boldly all the 
way to God’s throne that has been turned into a throne of grace because of Jesus. Come all the way up, 
receive grace and mercy when you need it—before it is too late and your heart is hard and God’s ‘today’ is 
over.” The time of need is now. 

What a High Priest we have. He sympathizes and He saves. What more could He do? 
  

 
A.  Christ is the Great High Priest (Part I): The Sympathetic High Priest, 4:14-16 
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(4:14-16) Introduction: Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is the Supreme High Priest. This glorious truth begins a 
new discussion on the greatness and supremacy of Jesus Christ. He is the great High Priest, by far the 
greatest High Priest who has ever stood between God and man. The implication is unbelievable: as the 
great High Priest, He is able to sympathize—to actually feel every experience that we experience—no 
matter how painful. Jesus Christ not only feels for us, He feels right along with us. He is our great and 
sympathetic High Priest—the One who meets our every need and carries us through all the sufferings of 
this life. (Note: this passage and the next passage deal with the same subject, the great High Priest, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. They are split into two parts because of their length. However, a person may wish to combine 
them and make them one message or lesson and study.) 

     1.  The identification of the great High Priest (v.14). 
     2.  The significance for man (v.15-16). 

  
(4:14) Jesus Christ, Deity—High Priest: the identity of the great High Priest. Note the word great. It is 
being used to set Jesus Christ apart from all other High Priests. Aaron, who was the first High Priest, was 
considered by the Jews to be the greatest of the High Priests. But this passage is declaring that Jesus Christ 
was the greatest High Priest. Two reasons are given. 
     1.   Jesus Christ has “passed into the heavens.” He is before the very throne of God; He is in the very 
presence of God Himself. An earthly High Priest ministered or passed into the most holy place of the 
earthly temple. But Christ passed or ascended into heaven and ministers in heaven. He ministers in the very 
presence of God Himself. Therefore, He is greater by far than any earthly High Priest including Aaron. 
     2.   Jesus Christ is “Jesus the Son of God.” His earthly name Jesus speaks of His human nature and 
sympathy for man. Jesus was a man just like all other High Priests. He suffered all the trials and 
temptations that other men and High Priests suffer; therefore, He can sympathize with all those who come 
to Him as their High Priest. 
     But note: Jesus Christ was also “the Son of God.” This was His heavenly name. He was divine, the very 
Son of God Himself who came to earth to deliver and save men from sin, death, and condemnation. He 
came to save us to the uttermost—to carry us before the very throne of God. He came to make it possible 
for us to live in the very presence of God Himself. How can He do this? Because He is the Son of God. As 
the Son of God He has the power to save us to the uttermost—to make us acceptable to God. No other 
priest can do this. Therefore, Jesus Christ is greater than all other priests. Jesus Christ alone is the great 
High Priest. 
     The point is this: let us hold fast our confession. Jesus Christ alone can save us. He alone has passed into 
heaven. If we wish to go into heaven, we must confess Christ and hold fast to our confession. We have to 
be genuine; we have to hold fast if we are to enter heaven and live with God. 
  
(4:15-16) Jesus Christ, High Priest: the significance of Jesus’ High Priesthood for man is fivefold. 

1. We have a High Priest who feels with us. The word “touched” (sunpathesai) means to sympathize, 
feel, and suffer with. It means to sympathize and feel with a person to the point that the hurt and pain 
are actually felt within one’s own heart. The idea is that Jesus Christ actually suffers when we suffer. 

     Name the trial or pain, temptation, or suffering—name the infirmity or weakness—name any and all 
human experiences—Jesus Christ actually sympathizes and feels with us. He actually suffers and hurts 
right along with us. We could ask for no greater Savior; we could crave no greater Intercessor; we could 
long for no greater High Priest to stand before God for us. Jesus Christ is our great High Priest. He is our 
representative before God. He is the One who carries on the glorious ministry and intercession for us, and 
He “is touched with the feelings of our infirmities”—with all of our human weaknesses and frailties. 
     2.   We have a High Priest who was tempted in all things just like we are, yet He was without sin. We 
must remember this glorious truth and never forget it, for it is the very basis of man’s salvation. No man 
will ever be saved unless Jesus Christ did live a sinless life. Why? Because some man has to live a sinless 
life and secure the ideal and perfect righteousness that covers sinful men. Apart from Christ there is no 
ideal righteousness that can stand before God and be acceptable to God. And only perfection, only the 
ideal, can stand before God. Therefore if Christ has not secured the ideal and perfect righteousness for us, 
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then there is no righteousness to cover us—no righteousness in which we can believe and place ourselves—
no righteousness to make us acceptable to God. 
     But this is the glorious gospel, and it is the point of this verse: Jesus Christ was sinless. He was tempted 
in all things just like we are, but He never sinned. He went through every experience and every trial and 
temptation that we go through. And He bore them all, never sinning. William Barclay points out that Christ 
even bore more than what we ever have to bear—much more: 
     “He is like us in all things—except that He emerged from it all completely sinless....The fact that Jesus 
was without sin necessarily means that He knew depths and tensions and assaults of temptation which we 
never know and never can know. So far from His battle being easier it was immeasurably harder. Why? 
For this reason—we fall to temptation long before the tempter has put out the whole of his power. We are 
easily vanquished; we never know temptation at its fiercest and its most terrible, because we fall long 
before that stage is reached. But Jesus was tempted as we are—and far beyond what we are. For in His 
case the tempter put everything he possessed into the assault, and Jesus withstood it. Think of it in terms of 
pain. There is a degree of pain which the human frame can stand—and then when that degree is reached a 
person faints and loses consciousness; he has reached his limit. There are agonies of pain he does not 
know, because there came collapse. It is so with temptation. We collapse before temptation; but Jesus went 
to our stage of temptation and far beyond it and still did not collapse. It is true to say that He was tempted 
in all things as we are; but it is also true to say that never was man tempted as He was” (The Letter to the 
Hebrews, p.38) 
  
     3.   We can call upon God—boldly. But note two things. 
a.  God is sitting upon a throne, the seat of authority, power, honor, glory, respect, and reverence. 
Therefore, we are to approach Him in respect and reverence. 
b.  God is sitting upon the “throne of grace.” Grace means that God is love, and He longs to shower His 
love and blessings upon man. But how could God, who sits upon the majestic and glorious throne of the 
universe, be so gracious to man? How could God care for man, care for a creature who is such a small part 
of so vast a universe? Care for a creature who has cursed, denied, ignored, and rebelled against the 
Sovereign Lord of the universe? Because of Christ Jesus. Christ is there in the throne room of God, and He 
is seated there as the Savior of the world, as the Ideal and Perfect Man who sacrificed His life for the sins 
of the world. He is there pleading our case before God. And the one thing God does is listen to His Son. 
Whatever Jesus asks, the Father does. Jesus Christ is our Representative, our Intercessor, our great High 
Priest before God’s throne. He has turned the throne of God from a throne of judgment into a throne of 
grace. Therefore, “let us come boldly before the throne of grace.” We have the right, so let us do it. Let us 
approach God through Jesus Christ, and God will do whatever we ask through Christ. God’s throne is now 
a throne of grace; it is now opened up for any person to approach, no matter how bad and terrible a life he 
has lived. God will receive him through Christ Jesus. 
     4.   We can now obtain the mercy of God. We need God to have mercy upon us because we have sinned 
against Him. 
     God will forgive our sins; He will have mercy upon us. But we must come to the throne of grace and ask 
for mercy. We must acknowledge that mercy comes only through Christ Jesus, the great High Priest. He 
and He alone knows our need for mercy; He and He alone bore our sins and paid our penalty and 
condemnation. He and He alone can represent us before God. 
     5.   We can now find grace to help in time of need. What a glorious promise! Help is now available to 
carry us through life. No matter what confronts us—trial, trouble, tribulation, temptation—help is available, 
the very help of God Himself. God will pour out His marvelous grace upon us—all of His strength and 
blessings. God’s grace will strengthen us to walk right through the trial and trouble. His grace will help us 
conquer and triumph over all circumstances and situations. But remember why God is able to do this: 
because Jesus Christ has suffered the same experience. He has been upon earth Himself, suffering through 
the very same trial. Therefore, He knows how to walk through and conquer the trial and suffering. All we 
have to do is come boldly before the throne of grace and ask Him. 

 
1. A temptation is not present if the possibility for a wrong choice is not there. 
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Though I don't fully understand why or how, I believe, from Luke 4, when the devil tempted Jesus: 
* That he led Jesus to the highest point of the temple. 
* That the devil somehow had the power to grant Jesus the power and splendor and control of all the 
kingdoms of the world. 
  
I don't know how.. but it would have not been tempting to Jesus unless the devil could have delivered on 
his promises?  
  
2. Jesus felt the full power of the Devil's temptations...temptation at its greatest 
3. He was tempted through the flesh, eyes, and pride of life. 
4. He did not sin, though He felt this full power. 
  
* We might not understand all these verses could say.. .but we must clearly see that the Savior can identify 
with us, and is therefore sympathetic with us.. and "let us then approach the throne of grace with 
confidence... 

 
TEMPTATION Used in KJV to refer to testing, trying, and enticing to evil. When the KJV was 

translated in 1611, “temptation” meant all of these, but the word has narrowed in meaning in modern times. 
Modern translations use “testing,” “proving,” “trying,” and “tempting.” Four distinct uses of the Hebrew 
(nsh) and Greek (peirazo) words for trying or tempting are: 

God tests the loyalty or disloyalty of persons. “God did tempt (nsh) Abraham” (Gen. 22:1). God 
“tested” Abraham’s loyalty to God when He told Abraham to sacrifice Isaac. Hebrews 11:17 says: “By 
faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac.” In Deuteronomy 8:2 Moses said: “God led thee these 
forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove (nsh) thee, to know what was in thine heart, 
whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.” (Compare Ex. 20:20; Judg. 2:22.) Christ also 
tested the loyalty of persons. Jesus asked Philip a question “to prove (peirazo) him: for he himself knew 
what he would do (John 6:6).” 

Jesus' enemies tried Him to get something to use against him. “The Pharisees also with the 
Sadducees came, and tempting (peirazo) desired him that he would show them a sign from heaven” (Matt 
16:1). (Compare Matt. 19:3; 22:18, 35; Mark 8:11; 10:2; 12:15; Luke 11:16; 20:23; John 8:6.) 

Persons are tempted or enticed to sin. James 1:13 says, “Let no man say when he is tempted 
(peirazo), I am tempted by God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man.” Both 
the Old Testament and New Testament make it clear that God does not entice persons to sin, but both 
indicate that God allows human beings to be tempted. (Compare 1 Chron. 21:1; Matt. 4:1, 3; Mark 1:13; 
Luke 4:2, 13; 1 Cor. 7:5; 1 Thess. 3:5; Rev. 2:10.) These passages refer to the temptation as coming from 
the “tempter,” “devil,” or “Satan.” In 1 Corinthians 10:13 Paul said: “There hath no temptation taken you 
but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are 
able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” James 1:14 
says that “every man is tempted, when he drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.” Persons are thus 
tempted from without by the tempter or from within themselves. Jesus taught His disciples to pray: “Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Matt 6:13). Since God does not entice to sin, this is a cry 
of the soul for help in the midst of temptation. 

Persons are not to test God. Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:16 when He said: “Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God” (Matt. 4:7). People did put God to the test. (Compare Ex. 17:2, 7; Deut. 6:16; 9:22; Num. 
14:22; Acts 5:9; 15:10; 1 Cor. 10:9; Heb. 3:8-9.) When the apostles and elders from the Jerusalem church 
came to Antioch and questioned the admission of the Gentiles into the church, Peter said that the Holy 
Spirit had been given to the Gentiles: “Why tempt ye God?” (Acts 15:6-11). (by H. Page Lee and the 
Holman Bible Dictionary). 

 
TEMPTATION OF JESUS Satan’s attempts at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry to divert Jesus from 

God’s way of accomplishing His mission (Matt. 4:1; Mark 1:12; Luke 4:3). 
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Mark (1:13-14) recorded that the Spirit drove Jesus into the wilderness where He remained 40 days, 

was tempted by Satan, was with the wild beasts, and was ministered to by angels. This reinforces the Old 
Testament ideas that the wilderness, the place of wild beasts, was the appropriate place for sin (Lev. 16) 
and that when one was in distress in the desert, the angels of God ministered to the afflicted. 

Matthew (4:1-11) spoke of the Spirit leading Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. The 
temptation was preceded by a fast of 40 days and 40 nights. Then Jesus was hungry. Before the first two 
temptations, the tempter mocked Jesus with the insinuating phrase “If you are the Son of God.” The Greek 
also permits the translation, “Since you are the Son of God.” 

The first temptation was to turn into bread the flat stones of the desert, which looked much like the flat 
round loaves of Middle Eastern bread. Jesus replied in the words of Deuteronomy 8:3 that “man does not 
live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord” (NIV). 

Matthew’s setting for the second form of Jesus’ temptation is the pinnacle of the Temple in Jerusalem 
where Jesus was challenged to jump off. The dare was accompanied by the quotation of Psalm 91:11-12 
that God’s angels will rescue and bear up God’s anointed. The Rabbis taught that there was a specific 
pinnacle of the Temple where the Messiah would suddenly appear and jump off, floating down to earth 
sustained by angels. Jesus responded by quoting Deuteronomy 6:16 that one should not tempt “the Lord 
your God.” 

Matthew’s third setting for Jesus’ temptation was a high mountain from which worldly kingdoms could 
be seen. The taunt is missing, but Satan promised to deliver the kingdoms of this world to Jesus. Jesus 
concluded this temptation by quoting Deuteronomy 6:13 and by commanding Satan to leave. The devil left, 
and angels ministered to Jesus. 

The force of the temptation experiences in Matthew is to be a bread messiah, a spectacular messiah, and 
a compromising messiah. Jesus was to be faced with these challenges all through His ministry and to the 
end of His life. When Jesus refused to continue to be a bread messiah, the crowds left Him (John 6:25-68). 
When Jesus came to the Temple, it was not to perform miracles but to cleanse it (Matt. 21:12-17). When 
the people came to make Him king, He eluded them, choosing instead to be exalted (“lifted up” in Greek) 
on the cross. 

In Luke the second setting of the temptation is the high mountain, and the third is the Temple. This 
difference in arrangement may reflect Luke’s Gentile/cosmopolitan interests to put the kingdoms of all 
people second. Luke’s final phrase is that the devil left Jesus “for a time” or until an opportune time for 
further temptation. There is no account of the wilderness temptation in John. In the Fourth Gospel the 
temptation seems to be the confrontation with the religious authorities and His critics (see John 7-8) In John 
the devil comes to Jesus through the treachery of Judas, His friend and follower (John 6:71; 13:27). The 
culmination of Jesus’ temptation in John’s Gospel occurs where Jesus sought release from His suffering 
(John 17). Hebrews 4:15 says that Jesus was thoroughly and completely tempted. The evil one has nothing 
in which to find Him guilty (John 14:30). 

The major temptation of Jesus was to do God’s will the devil’s way. The great purpose of Jesus was to 
follow the will of God. The evil one sought to have Jesus be a Messiah some other way than the way of 
suffering God had appointed. Jesus did not yield to this great temptation, nor did He yield to temptation at 
any point. 

Orthodox Christology insists that Jesus was sinless. Later theologians had trouble in reconciling the 
reality of Jesus’ divinity with the possibility of being able to sin and the reality of Jesus’ humanity with His 
not having sinned. Was He able to sin or not able to sin? The New Testament does not answer these 
questions posed by the latter “two-natures-in-one-person” theory. The New Testament affirms both that He 
was tempted, but He did not sin; that He was divine and that He also was thoroughly human. (by William L. 
Hendricks and the Holman Bible Dictionary) 

 
One of the greatest trials a Christian ever faces is being around a real blasphemer. There's a constant 

barrage of mockery, ridicule, and sarcasm against the Almighty God. 
  
When someone rejects Christianity, what are they rejecting? Essentially, they are giving up any hope for a 
pleasant eternity. 
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But what is the aim of Christianity? 
* It is rescuing the perishing and saving the fallen. 
* It is building and aiding in the care of widows and orphans. 
* It is speaking cheer to mankind. 
* It is blessing the world, and making it a better place. 
  
We might ask those who reject Christianity? 
  
We can claim to be in Christ.. not because we're perfect. ..but because we have been perfected, as we 
respond to His life, death, and resurrection. 

•        We can be justified before God. We can be holy, as He is holy. 
•        We can have an influence for good upon this earth.. as we imitate Christ. 
•        We can be good teachers because of the power that's built into the gospel plea. 
•        We can display love to mankind. and even be willing to die for our enemies. 

  
And we can realize that when we become arrogant and self-satisfied, we are at our weakest point... when 
temptation can bring us down. 
  
1 Cor. 10:12-13: "So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall. No temptation has 
seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what 
you can bear. Out when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it." 
  

The punishments that came upon the disobedient Israelites not only were an example to their fellow 
Hebrews but also to believers in every age since. More than that they were given for our instruction, for 
the benefit of Christians, those upon whom the ends of the ages have come. Instruction (nouthesia) is 
more than ordinary teaching. It means admonition and carries the connotation of  
warning. It is counsel given to persuade a person to change behavior in light of judgment. The ends of the 
ages refers to the time of Messiah, the time of redemption, the last days of world history before the 
messianic kingdom comes.  

We are living in a greatly different age from that of the Hebrews in the wilderness under Moses, but we 
can learn a valuable lesson from their experience. Like them we can forfeit our blessing, reward, and 
effectiveness in the Lord’s service if, in overconfidence and presumption, we take our liberties  
too far and fall into disobedience and sin.  

Every believer, especially when he becomes self-confident in his Christian liberty and spiritual 
maturity, should take heed lest he fall. Paul expresses a timeless principle, articulated in Proverbs as 
“Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling” (16:18). It is easy to substitute 
confidence in ourselves for confidence in the Lord—accepting His guidance and blessing and  
then taking credit for the work He does through us. It is also easy to become so enamored of our freedom in 
Christ that we forget we are His, bought with a price and called to obedience to His Word and to His 
service.  

The Bible is filled with examples of the dangers of overconfidence. Peter discovered that where he 
thought he was strongest and most dependable he actually was the weakest. He assured Jesus, “Lord, with 
You I am ready to go both to prison and to death!” But, as Jesus then predicted, before dawn Peter  
three times denied even knowing Jesus (Luke 22:33-34, 54-62).  

The church at Sardis was proud of her reputation for being spiritually alive, but the Lord warned her 
that she was really dead and needed to repent (Rev. 3:1-2). If she did not He would come upon her like a 
thief (v. 3)—just as one night enemy soldiers under Cyrus had sneaked into the seemingly impregnable  
acropolis at Sardis by way of an unguarded footpath. A handful of soldiers crept up the path and opened the 
gates to the rest of the army. Overconfidence led to carelessness, and carelessness led to defeat.  

The self-confident believers at Laodicea thought they were “wealthy” and in “need of nothing,” but 
were told by the Lord that they were really “wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked” (3:17).  
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Christians who become self-confident become less dependent on God’s Word and God’s Spirit and 

become careless in their living. As carelessness increases, openness to temptation increases and resistance 
to sin decreases. When we feel most secure in ourselves—when we think our spiritual life is the strongest, 
our doctrine the soundest, and our morals the purest—we should be most on our  
guard and most dependent on the Lord.  

After the strong warning about self-confidence and pride, Paul gives a strong word of encouragement 
about God’s help when we are tempted (v. 13). First he assures us that none of us has temptations that are 
unique. Then he assures us that we can also resist and overcome every temptation if we rely on God.  

By this time the Corinthians were no doubt wondering how they could possibly avoid all the pitfalls 
Paul had just described and illustrated. “How do we keep from craving evil things as Israel did (cf. v. 6)? 
How do we keep from falling into idolatry in our hearts? How can we live righteous lives when the  
society around us is so wicked? How can we avoid trying the Lord and how can we keep from grumbling?”  

Paul’s answer is that a Christian should recognize that victory is always available, because a believer 
can never get into temptation that he cannot get out of. For one thing, Paul explains, No temptation has 
overtaken you but such as is common to man.  

The basic meaning of temptation (peirasmos) is simply to test or prove, and has no negative 
connotation. Whether it becomes a proof of righteousness or an inducement to evil depends on our 
response. If we resist it in God’s power, it is a test that proves our faithfulness. If we do not resist, it 
becomes a solicitation to sin. The Bible uses the term in both ways, and I believe that Paul has both  
meanings in mind here.  

When “Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil” (Matt. 4:1) it is 
clear that both God and Satan participated in the testing. God intended the test to prove His Son’s 
righteousness, but Satan intended it to induce Jesus to misuse His divine powers and to give His allegiance 
to Satan. Job was tested in much the same way. God allowed Job to be afflicted in order to  
prove His servant was an “upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil” (Job 1:8). Satan’s purpose 
was the opposite: to prove that Job was faithful only because of the blessings and prosperity the Lord had 
given him and that, if those things were taken away, Job would “surely curse Thee to Thy face” (v. 11).  

God’s tests are never a solicitation to evil, and James strongly corrects those who suggest such a thing. 
“Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and 
He Himself does not tempt anyone” (James 1:13). “By evil” is the key to the difference between the two 
types of temptation. In the wilderness God tested Jesus by righteousness,  
whereas Satan tested Him by evil. A temptation becomes an inducement to evil only when a person “is 
carried away and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin” (James 1:14-
15).  

Earlier in his letter James wrote, “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials” 
(1:2). The nouns trials (see also verse 12) and testing (v. 3) are from the same Greek root as the verb 
tempted in verses 13-14. The context indicates which sense is meant.  

God often brings circumstances into our lives to test us. Like Job we usually do not at the time 
recognize them as tests, certainly not from God. But our response to them proves our faithfulness or 
unfaithfulness. How we react to financial difficulty, school problems, health trouble, or business setbacks 
will always test our faith, our reliance on our heavenly Father. If we do not turn to Him, however, the same 
circumstances can make us bitter, resentful, and angry. Rather than thanking God for the test, as James 
advises, we may even accuse Him. An opportunity to cheat on our income tax or take unfair advantage in a 
business deal will either prove our righteousness or prove our weakness. The  
circumstance or the opportunity is only a test, neither good nor evil in itself. Whether it results in good or 
evil, spiritual growth or spiritual decline, depends entirely on our response.  

In the Lord’s Prayer Jesus says that we should ask God not to “lead us into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil” (Matt. 6:13). “Evil” is better translated “the evil one,” referring to Satan. In other words we 
should pray that God will not allow tests to become temptations, in the sense of inducement to evil. The 
idea is, “Lord, stop us before Satan can turn your test into his temptation.”  

Common to man is one word (anthroôpinos) in Greek and simply means “that which is human, 
characteristic of or belonging to mankind.” In other words, Paul says there is no such thing as a 
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superhuman or supernatural temptation. Temptations are human experiences. The term also carries the idea 
of usual or typical, as indicated by common. Temptations are never unique experiences to  
us. We can never have a temptation that has not been experienced by millions of other people. 
Circumstances differ but basic temptations do not. Even the Son of God was “tempted in all things as we 
are” (Heb. 4:15), and because of that “He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted” (2:18). And 
because temptations are common to us all we are able to “confess [our] sins to one another” (James 5:16) 
and to “bear one another’s burdens” (Gal. 6:2). We are all in the same boat.  

Not only are temptations common to men but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted 
beyond what you are able. No believer can claim that he was overwhelmed by temptation or that “the 
devil made me do it.” No one, not even Satan, can make us sin. He cannot even make an unbeliever sin. No 
temptation is inherently stronger than our spiritual resources. People sin because  
they willingly sin.  

The Christian, however, has his heavenly Father’s help in resisting temptation. God is faithful. He 
remains true to His own. “From six troubles He will deliver you, even in seven evil will not touch you” 
(Job 5:19). When our faithfulness is tested we have God’s own faithfulness as our resource. We can be  
absolutely certain that He will not allow [us] to be tempted beyond what [we] are able. That is God’s 
response when we pray, “do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Matt. 6:13). He will not 
let us experience any test we are not able to meet.  

When the soldiers came to arrest Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, He asked them twice whom they 
had come for, who was designated on their arrest order. After they answered for the second time, “Jesus the 
Nazarene,” He said, “If therefore you seek Me, let these go their way” (John 18:4-9). John explains that 
Jesus prevented the disciples from being arrested with Him in order “that the word might be fulfilled which 
He spoke, ‘Of those whom Thou hast given Me I lost not one’” (v. 9). The disciples were not yet ready for 
such a test. Had they been arrested, they would have been devastated, and Jesus would not permit it. As 
best we know from church history, most of those eleven disciples died a martyr’s death. The other, John, 
was exiled for life on the island of Patmos. All of them went through persecution, imprisonment, and 
countless hardships for the sake of the gospel. But they did not go though those things until they were ready 
to handle them.  

But with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it. 
The phrase the way is formed by the definite article and a singular noun. In other words, there is only one 
way. The way of escape from every temptation, no matter what it is, is the same: it is through. Whether we 
have a test by God to prove our righteousness or a test by Satan to induce to sin,  
there is only one way we can pass the test. We escape temptation not by getting out of it but by passing 
through it. God does not take us out; He sees us through by making us able to endure it.  

God’s own Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted. It was the Father’s will that the Son be 
there, and Jesus did not leave until all three temptations were over. He met the temptations head-on. He 
“escaped” the temptations by enduring them in His Father’s power.  

God provides three ways for us to endure temptation: prayer, trust, and focusing on Jesus Christ.  
“Keep watching and praying, that you may not come into temptation,” Jesus told His disciples (Mark 

14:38). If we do not pray, we can be sure a test will turn into temptation. Our first defense in a test or a trial 
is to pray, to turn to our heavenly Father and put the matter in His hands.  

Second, we must trust. When we pray we must pray believing that the Lord will answer and help us. 
We also trust that, whatever the origin of the trial, God has allowed it to come for our good, to prove our 
faithfulness. God has a purpose for everything that comes to His children, and when we are tested or 
tempted we should gladly endure it in His power—for the sake of His glory and of our spiritual growth.  

Third, we should focus on our Lord Jesus Christ. “For consider Him who has endured such hostility by 
sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart. You have not yet resisted to the 
point of shedding blood in your striving against sin” (Heb. 12:3-4). Christ endured more than we could ever 
be called on to endure. He understands our trials and He is able to take us through them.  

In John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress Christian and Hopeful fall asleep in a field belonging to giant 
Despair. The giant finds them and takes them into Doubting Castle, where he puts them in a dark and 
stinking dungeon, without food or water. On his wife’s advice, the giant first beats them mercilessly and  



29 

 
then suggests they commit suicide. After the giant leaves, the two companions discuss what they should do. 
Finally Christian remembers the key in his pocket. “I have a key in my bosom called Promise, that will, I 
am persuaded, open any lock in Doubting Castle.” Sure enough, it opened all the doors in the castle and 
even the gate. “Then they went on, and came to the King’s highway again.” 
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A Closer Look at the Cross Series 
#3 Tried and Tempted 

A closer look into Satan's last efforts to tempt Jesus at the cross 
 
For 40 days and nights, Jesus fasted in the wilderness (Matthew 4:2).  He had been led up (Matthew 4:1; 
Luke 4:ff) or driven (Mark 1:2) there by the spirit to be tempted by the devil (Matthew 4:1).  He was with 
the wild beasts (Mark 1:13).  He ate nothing in those days and when they were ended, he was hungry 
(Matthew 4:2; Luke 4:2).   
 
Satan then tempted Jesus (Mark 1:13) by saying to him, "If you are the son of God, command these stones 
to become loaves of bread" (Matthew 4:3; Luke 4:3).  Jesus resisted Satan's temptation by quoting 
Deuteronomy 8:3, "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of 
God" (Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4).   
 
Satan then took Jesus to the Holy City, and set him on the pinnacle of the temple (Matthew 4:5; Luke 4:9).  
Satan then said, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here; for it is written (Psalm 
91:11,12), 'He will give his angels charge of you, to guard you' and 'on their hands they will bear you up, 
lest you strike your foot against a stone'" (Matthew 4:6; Luke 4:9-11).  Jesus again resisted Satan's 
temptation by quoting another scripture, Deuteronomy 6:16, "You shall not tempt the Lord your God" 
(Matthew 4:7; Luke 4:12).  
 
Satan then took Jesus to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory 
of them in a moment of time (Matthew 4:8; Luke 4:5).  Satan then said to Jesus, "To you I will give all this 
authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will.  If you, then, will 
worship me, it shall all be yours" (Matthew 4:9; Luke 4:6-7).   
 
For a third time Jesus resisted Satan's temptation by quoting scripture, Deuteronomy 6:13, "You shall 
worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve" (Matthew 4:10; Luke 4:12).  
 
When Satan had ended every temptation, he departed (Matthew 4:11; Luke 4:13) until an opportune time 
(Luke 4:13). 
 
Have you ever wondered when those opportune times might have been? Scripture tells us that Jesus was 
"In every respect . . . tempted as we are" (Hebrews 4:15), yet did not sin (2 Corinthians 5:21; I Peter 2:21-
24; Hebrews 2:18; 4:15).   
 
These verses imply that there had to be other occasions when Satan returned to Jesus to again tempt him.  
For this study, we will take a closer look at those other occasions mentioned in scripture when Satan or a 
person under the influence of Satan, tried to tempt Jesus again. 
 
Context of Lesson 
1. Temptation by Unbelievers 
The Raising of Jairus' Daughter from the Dead (Matthew 9:18, 23-26; Mark 5:2, 21-14; Luke 8:40-42, 49-
56) 
 
Jairus was a ruler of the~Jewish synagogue (Matthew 9:18; Mark 5:22; Luke 8:40).  He had a twelve year 
old daughter (Luke 8:42) who was at the point of death (Mark 5:23; Luke 8:42).  Jairus asked Jesus to come 
to his house (Luke 8:41) and lay his hands on his daughter so that she might be made well (Mark 5:23).  
While Jesus was detained by a woman who had had an issue of blood and wished to be healed (Matthew 
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9:20-22; Mark 5:24-34; Luke 8:42-48), some came from Jairus' house and told him that his daughter had 
died (Mark 5:35; Luke 8:49).   
 
These people also asked Jairus, "Why trouble the teacher any futher?" (Mark 5:35; Luke 8:49).  Jesus then 
said, "Do not fear, only believe, and she shall be made well" (Mark 5:36; Luke 8:50).  Then Jesus stopped 
these people and the great crowd (Mark 5:21) from following him, allowing only Peter, James and John to 
accompany he and Jairus to his house (Mark 5:37).  When Jesus, Jairus and the three apostles arrived at 
Jairus' house, flutists were playing and the crowd was making a tumult, weeping and wailing loudly 
(Matthew 9:23; Mark 5:38).   
 
Then Jesus asked the crowd, "Why do you make a tumult and weep?  The child is not dead but sleeping" 
(Matthew 9:24; Mark 5:39).  The crowd then laughed at Jesus (Matthew 9:24; Mark 5:40; Luke 8:53). 
 
Question:  When you're made fun of, laughed at for what you believe or say, and made to believe that 
you're wrong, isn't that a form of temptation?  Don't you want to immediately verbally or physically strike 
back at those ridiculing you or just run away and hide?  It wasn't the unbelieving crowd tempting Jesus, it 
was Satan.  Satan wanted to plant a seed of doubt and unbelief in Jesus and use peer pressure to drive it 
home. 
 
Did Satan's temptation of Jesus work?  No it didn't.  Jesus had the unbelieving crowd put outside the house 
(Matthew 9:25; Mark 5:40). Jesus then allowed only Peter, James, John and the child's father and mother to 
go into the house with him (Mark 5:40; Luke 8:52). Taking the girl's hand (Matthew 9:25), Jesus said to 
her, "Little girl, I say to you, arise" (Mark 9:25).  The girl immediately got up (Matthew 9:26) and walked 
(Mark 5:42). 
 
2. Temptations by Religious Leaders 
On several occasions Satan used the religious leaders of the day in efforts to tempt Jesus.  Scripture 
describes these efforts as attempts "to test, to entangle, to accuse, to put him to the test." 
 
One example of these attempts occurred when the Scribes and Pharisees questioned Jesus as he taught in 
the synagogue.  They asked, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?" (Matthew 12:10).  The purpose of their 
question was to find an accusation against him (Luke 6:7), for they knew a man with a withered hand was 
present (Matthew 12:10; Mark 3:1; Luke 6:6).  Jesus knew their thoughts (Luke 6:8) and why they had 
asked the question.  He asked the man to "come and stand here" (Luke 6:8).  He then asked the tempters, 
"Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to kill?" (Mark 3:4; Luke 6:9) and 
"What man of you, if he has one sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath will not lay hold of it and lift it 
out?  Of how much more value is a man than a sheep.  So it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath." (Matthew 
12:11-12).   His tempters remained silent (Mark 3:4).  Jesus looked around at his tempters with anger, 
grieved at their hardness of heart (Mark 3:5). 
 
Question:  When you become angry at someone, do you become so frustrated and get so out of control that 
you get sidetracked and forget what you were trying to accomplish?  Does your anger so overtake you that 
you lose an opportunity to show others the good within you?  It wasn't the scribes and pharisees tempting 
Jesus, it was Satan.  Satan wanted Jesus to become so angry that this opportunity to do good would be lost 
forever. 
 
Did Satan's temptation of Jesus work?  No it didn't.  Jesus asked the man to "stretch out your hand" 
(Matthew 12:13; Mark 3:5; Luke 6:10).  Jesus then restored the man's right hand and made it whole 
(Matthew 12:13; Mark 3:5; Luke 6:10).  Jesus had controlled his anger, overcome the temptation, and was 
able to make the best of an otherwise bad situation bring glory to God. 
 
For additional study, other examples of religious leaders tempting Jesus include: 
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1. The Pharisees and Sadducees asking Jesus for a sign from heaven (Matthew 16:1-4; Mark 8:11-21; Luke 
11:16-26). 
 
2. The Scribes and Pharisees bring the woman caught in adultery to Jesus (John 8:3-11) 
 
3. The Pharisee's questioning Jesus about the lawfulness of divorcing one's wife for any cause (Matthew 
19:3-12; Mark 10:2-12). 
 
4. The Pharisee's questioning Jesus about the lawfulness of paying taxes to Caesar (Matthew 22:15-22; 
Mark 12:13-17; Luke 20:20-26). 
 
5. The Sadducees questioning Jesus about marriage and the resurrection (Matthew 22:23-33; Mark 12:18-
27; Luke 20:27-38). 
 
6. The Pharisees quesioning Jesus about which is the greatest commandment in the law (Matthew 22:34-40; 
Mark 12:28-34). 
 
7. The lawyer's questioning Jesus about what one had to do to inherit eternal life (Luke 10:25-37). 
 
8. Jesus cleansing of the temple of the sellers of animals and the money changers (Matthew 21:12-13; Mark 
11:15-19; Luke 19:45-48; John 2:13-25). 
 
9. The Chief Priests, Scribes, and Elders seeking false witnesses against Jesus (Matthew 26:59-62; Mark 
14:55-59; Luke 23:2). 
 
10. A Pharisee questioning Jesus about why he did not wash his hands before eating (Luke 11:37-44). 
 
3. Temptation by the Apostles 
Perhaps Satan's greatest efforts at tempting Jesus occurred when he used those individuals closest to Jesus 
to tempt him - his own apostles, the men he had hand picked to work along side him in his ministry and 
after his death, continue the work he had started. 
 
When Jesus called the twelve, he gave them authority over unclean spirits - to cast them out, and to heal 
every disease and infirmity (Matthew 10:1,8; Mark 6:7; Luke 9:1), to heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse 
lepers, and cast out demons (Matthew 10:8; Mark 3:15), and to preach the kingdom (Matthew 10:7; Mark 
3:14; 6:12; Luke 9:2). 
 
On occasions when the apostles were unable to heal (Matthew 17:14-21; Mark 9:14-29; Luke 9:37-43), 
Jesus told them it was "because of your little faith" (Matthew 9:20).  When the apostles did not understand 
Jesus' teachings, instructions or words (Matthew 16:5-7; Mark 8:14-17), Jesus told them, "0 men of little 
faith…do yo not yet perceive?" (Matthew 16:9), "Are your hearts hardened?" (Mark 8:17).  There were 
times when the apostles' hearts were hardened (Mark 6:52) and Jesus' words were concealed from them 
(Luke 9:45; 18:34).  Was it Satan who hardened the apostles' hearts?  Since it was detrimental to Jesus' 
ministry it must have been.  We know for certain that it was Satan who entered Judas Iscariot's heart when 
he betrayed Jesus (Luke 22:3; John 13:2,27). We also know that Jesus called Peter "Satan" on one occasion 
(Matthew 16:21-23; Mark 8:31-33). 
 
Question:  What do you do when your closest friend, relative, neighbor, or brother and sister in Christ 
betray or disappoint you?  Do you disassociate yourself from them and avoid them from then on?  Do you 
find new individuals to become your closest friends and acquaintances?  Satan wanted to tempt Jesus into 
thinking that his choices for his apostles had been wrong, that his use of these men in his ministry had been 
a bad mistake on his part. 
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Did Satan's use of the apostles to tempt Jesus work?  No it didn't.  Jesus didn't write off the twelve as wrong 
choices for apostles.  He didn't find new individuals to work along side him in his ministry.  Instead, he 
continued to teach, train, and help the apostles to learn, grow, and mature in his ministry, to develop into 
the kind of leaders he knew the church would need to grow and multiply following his death.  He didn't 
give up on his choices. 
 
4. Satan's Last Temptation 
Satan's last effort to tempt Jesus, like his first, came at a time when the physical, human side of Jesus was 
weakest.  It occurred as Jesus hung on the cross.  His physical body had gone without food, drink, or rest 
for almost 24 hours.  He had been bound at his arrest (John 18:12); spat on, struck and slapped by the 
Jewish authorities (Matthew 26:67; Mark 14:65; Luke 22:64); his head pierced by the crown of thorns as it 
was struck by a reed (Matthew 27:29-30; Mark 15:17-19; John 19:2-3); his back torn into shreads from 
being scourged (Matthew 27:26; Mark 15:15); his body weakened from carrying the weight of the cross 
(John 19:17); his hands pierced by the spikes that held him to the cross;  his body weakened from loss of 
blood.  In physical pain and torment that would have already killed many a man, Jesus was tempted one 
final time by Satan. 
 
As Jesus hung on the cross, a Roman soldier, perhaps, offered him a drink made of wine mingled with 
myrrh (Mark 15:23) or gall (Matthew 27:34) that had been made by some wealthy Jewish women.  Why 
was this drink a temptation?  To answer this question, one must take a closer look at the drink that was 
offered to Jesus.  It was made of gall, a bitter and poisonous herb, that was commonly used to dull a 
person's senses and nerves, lessen pain, and hasten death.  It is mentioned in scripture as "poisoned water" 
(Jeremiah 8:14; 9:15; 23:15), "poisonous weeds" (Hosea 10:4), and "poison for food . vinegar to drink" 
(Psalm 69:21).  It was a narcotic painkiller. 
 
Perhaps not knowing what was being offered to him, Jesus tasted it (Matthew 27:34).  When it touched his 
lips and he realized what it was, he would not drink it (Matthew 27:34; Mark 15:23).  To have done so 
would have lessened Jesus' pain and agony on the cross, negating everything he had lived for.  Instead of 
tasting the drink further, Jesus chose instead to taste death for all mankind (Hebrews 2:9). 
 
Question:  When your life seems to be crumbling in on you, when all hope seems to be gone, when there 
seems to be no escape from life's pain and suffering, trials and tribulations, sorrow and agony, where do 
you turn?  To painkillers?  tranquilizers?  alcohol? drugs?  stimulants?  caffeine?  chocolate?  marijuana?  
heroin? opium?  crack?  quaa~udes?  valium?  Or some other type of human remedy?  Satan wanted Jesus 
to take the drugged drink and lessen Jesus' suffering on the cross. 
 
Did Satan's effort to tempt Jesus with drugs work?  No it didn't. When Jesus could have taken drugs to kill 
his physical pain, end his mental suffering, and hasten death on the cross, he chose to "just say no" to the 
licit (legal) drug used by the physicians and executioners of his day.  He said no to the drugs and no to 
Satan. The next time you have a hard day and are tempted to "pop a pill," take a closer look at the cross. 
 
Conclusion of Lesson 
"In every respect . .   tempted as we are" (Hebrews 4:15) "yet did not sin" (2 Corinthians 5:21).  When 
someone tries to convince you that the Bible, the church, and Jesus are old-fashioned, out of date, and not 
applicable in today's modern times, don't believe a word of it.   
 
Jesus endured all temptations and did not sin.  Man's life is like the melodies played on the keys of a piano.  
Each life may be a different melody, but the keys played are all the same.  The melody of Jesus' life were 
played with the same keys that your life is played with today.  The same scriptures that Jesus used to defeat 
Satan's temptations in his life can be used by us today to overcome our own temptations. 
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How much a part of your life is God's word?  Is Jesus your full-time partner in life's daily activities?  How 
important is the church Jesus died for to you?  How is your personal battle with Satan going?  How close 
are you to the cross today?  What do the words "in every respect" mean to you? 
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A Closer Look at the Cross Series 
#4 Sanhedrin Sins 

A closer look at the laws the Jewish leaders broke to bring Jesus to trial and crucifixion at the cross 
(Taken from the book, "The Trial of Jesus" by Walter Chandler) 

 
Many remarkable trials have characterized the judicial history of mankind. 
 
The trial of Socrates before the dicastery of Athens, charged with corrupting Athenian youth, with blaspheming the 
Olympic gods, and with seeking to destroy the constitution of the Attic Republic, is still a sublime and thrilling 
chapter in the history of the Athenians. 
 
The trial of Charles the First of England sealed with royal blood a new covenant of British freedom, and erected upon 
the highway of national progress an enduring landmark to civil liberty.  A philosopher of history declares that these 
condemnatory and executory proceedings against a Stuart king worthy of all the epoch-making movements that have 
glorified the centuries of England constitutional growth. 
 
The trial of Aaron Burr is the blackest chapter in the annuals of our republic.  Burr was the most extraordinary man 
of the first half century of American national history.  His arraignment at the bar of public justice on the charge of 
high treason - that he sought to destroy the Country of Washington, the Republic of Jefferson - was the sad and 
melancholy close of a long and lofty life. 
 
But these trials, one and all, were tame and commonplace when compared with the trial and crucifixion of the 
Galilean peasant, Jesus of Nazareth.  The trial of the Nazarene was before the high tribunals of both heaven and 
earth; before the Great Sanhedrin, whose judges were the master'spirits of a divinely commissioned race; before the 
court of the Roman Empire that controlled the legal and political rights of men throughout the known world, from 
Scotland to Judea and from Dacia to Abyssinia. 
 
The trial of Jesus was twofold: Hebrew and Roman, or Ecclesiastical and Civil.  The Hebrew trial took place before 
the Great Sanhedrin.  The Roman trial was held before Pontius Pilate, Roman governor of Judea, and before Herod, 
Tetrarch of Galilee.  These trials - all made one, were links in a chain, and took place within a space of time variously 
estimated at from ten to twenty hours. 
 
During these trials, the legal rights of the man Jesus at the bar of human justice under Jewish and Roman law were 
under suspicion.  Upon what were the complaints against Jesus based?  What were the rules and regulations of 
Hebrew and Roman law directly applicable in the trials before the Sanhedrin and before Pilate?  Were these rules and 
regulations followed during Jesus' trial?  As we take a closer look at the trial of Jesus, we hope these questions will 
be answered fully. 
 
Background Information 
The gospels of the New Testament form almost the entire record of fact available on the trial of Jesus.  Except for a 
line from Philo, a passage from Josephus, a mention from Tacitus, and a few fragments from the Talmud, all else is 
darkness except for the gospel records.  The trial of Jesus is recorded in Matthew 26:47-28:26; Mark 14:43-15:15; 
Luke 22:47-23:24; John 28:3-29:16. 
 
The Pentateuch and the Talmud form the double basis of Hebrew jurisprudence.  The Mosaic Code furnished the 
necessary platform of justice; ancient tradition and Rabbinic interpretation contained in the Talmud supplied needed 
rules of practical application.  The Pentateuch was the foundation, the cornerstone; the Talmud was the 
superstructure, the gilded dome of the great temple of Hebrew justice. 
 
Thirty-six capital crimes are mentioned by the Pentateuch and the Talmud.  Hebrew jurisprudence provided four 
methods of capital punishment for these crimes - beheading, strangling, burning and stoning.  Other noncapital 
punishments included imprisonment, flagellation (scourging), slavery, and internment. 
 
Hebrew tribunals were three in kind:  the Great Sanhedrin, the Minor Sanhedrin, and the Lower Tribunal or Court of 
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Three.  The Great Sanhedrin was the high court of justice and the supreme tribunal of the Jews.  It sat in Jerusalem, 
and numbered seventy-one members.  Its powers were legislative, executive, and judicial.  It exercised all the 
functions of education, government and religion.  The Great Sanhedrin was divided into three chambers - the 
chamber of priests, the chamber of scribes, the chamber of elders.  Theoretically, each chamber consisted of twenty-
three members, who)along with two presiding officers, total~ the seventy-one members.  The officers were the 
president (High Priest) and vice-president. 
 
Membership in the Great Sanhedrin required certain member qualifications.  To qualify for membership the person 
had to: 

• Have been a Hebrew and a lineal descendent of Hebrew parents. 
• Have had judicial experience. 
• Have been thoroughly proficient in scientific knowledge. 
• Have been an accomplished linguist. 
• Have been popular, modest, of good appearance, and free from haughtiness. 
• Have been pious, strong, and courageous. 

 
Disqualification automatically occurred if the person: 

• Never had any regular trade, occupation or profession. 
• Was a gambler, dice player, bettor, usurer, or slave dealer. 
• Had dealt in the fruits of the seventh year. 
• Had obtained the position by fraud or unfair means (monetary payment). 

 
Disqualification could also occur on specific cases before the court if a member of the Sanhedrin: 

• Was an aged man, never had any children, or was an illegitate child. 
• Was concerned or interested in the matter to be judged. 
• Was a relative of the accused person. 
• Would benefit from the death or condemnation of the accused person. 

 
The Sanhedrin convened as occasion required.  Mondays and Thursdays were regular court days.  The court sat from 
the close of the morning sacrifice to the time of the evening sacrifice.  The official hours for holding court were 
between the morning sacrifice and noon; but a suit entered upon during the legal hours could be carried on until 
evening and civil cases could be continued even after nightfall.  But in no case of a criminal nature coufdthe court 
continue its session during the night. 
 
Twenty-three members constituted a quorum of the Great Sanhedrin.  In criminal trials a majority of one vote was 
sufficient for an acquittal. For condemnation, a majority of two was necessary.  A very peculiar rule of ~ebrew law 
also provided that a simultaneous and unanimous verdict of guilty rendered on the same day of the trial had the effect 
of an acquittal.  Appeals were allowed from a Minor Sanhedrin to the Great Sanhedrin, but there was no appeal from 
a mandate, judgment, or decree of the Great Sanhedrin. 
 
There were no lawyers or advocates in Hebrew trials.  There were no bodies similar to today's Grand jury.  There 
were no public prosecutors or State's attorneys.  No court could consist of a single judge.  Three judges were required 
for the lowest court, three and twenty for the next highest, and seventy-one for the Great Sanhedrin. 
 
Certain witnesses were disallowed in Hebrew trials - Gentiles, women, minors, slaves, idiots and lunatics, deaf 
mutes, blind men, gamblers, usuers, illiterate or immodest persons, persons convicted of irrrligion or immorality, 
relatives by affinity or consanguinity, and all persons interested in the case.  Two witnesses were required to convict 
an accused person; the prosecuting witness being included, three were necessary.  Witnesses were required to agree 
in all essential details, their testimony was invalid and had to be rejected.  No oath of the witnesses was required. 
or 
 
Trial witnesses were examined by a special committee of the Sanhedrin. They were kept separate and two distinct 
sets of questions were asked of each.  The first set consisted of an established series of seven questions relating to the 
time and place of the crime - ~Was it during a year of jubilee?  Was it in an ordinary year?  In what month?  On what 
day of the month?  At what hour?  In what place?  Do you identify this person?  The failure of any witness to answer 
satisfactorily any of these seven questions entitled the accused to immediate acquittal. 
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The second set of questions embraced all matters not brought out by the first set of seven questions.  However certain 
questions could not be asked of the witnesses - evidence of character  good or bad; previous convictions of the 
accused; and evidence as to the prisoner's antecedents.  By Hebrew law, false witnesses were to suffer the penalty 
provided for the commission of the crime they sought by their testimony to fix upon the accused. 
 
The accused was never compelled to testify against himself' but was permitted and encouraged to offer testimony in 
his own behalf.  His confession of guilt was accepted in evidence and considered in connection with other facts of the 
case, but was never permitted to stand alone as the basis of a conviction.  Hearsay and circumstantial evidence was 
irrelevant under Hebrew law.  Written or documentary evidence was also inadmissible.  Some oral testimony (vain 
and standing) was also not allowed. 
 
One interesting part of Hebrew law without parallel in the jurispridence of the world was called "Antecedent 
Warning".  This simply meant t~ no person charged with a crime involving life and death, or even corporal 
punishment, could be convicted, unless it was shown by competent testimony that immediately before the 
commission of the crime the offender was warned that what he was about to do was a crime and that a certain penalty 
was attached to its commitment. 
 
The principal features of a Hebrew capital trial included (1) the Morning Sacrifice, (2) the Assembling of the 3udges 
in the Hall of Hewn Stones, (3) the Examination of the witnesses, and (4) the Debates and Balloting of the 3udges on 
the guilt or innocence of the accused.  Three scribes were present to record the proceedings.  The first recorded the 
names of the judges who voted for the acquittal of the accused and the arguments on which the acquittal was 
grounded.  The second recorded the names of the judges who voted for the condemnation of the accused and the 
arguments on which the conviction was based.  The third kept an account of both matters so as to be able to supply 
omissions or check inaccuracies that the other scribes reported.  Hebrew law made no provision for a judge to change 
his vote once he had voted for acquittal.  Only a vote for conviction could be changed to acquittal in later balloting. 
 
When voting began, the youngest of the council members were required to vote first, to prevent them from being 
influenced by older members.  To vote, the concil member rose from his position, declared his vote, and gave a short 
explanation for voting as he did.  A majority of two was necessary to convict   A majority of one was necessary to 
acquit.  In event of conviction, sentence could not be pronounced until the next afternoon and the session of the court 
was accordingly adjourned until the following day.  There were always two trials in every Hebrew capital case. 
 
The Accusations Against Christ 
A. Extra-judicial Charges 
1. He was a preacher of turbulence and faction. 
2. He flattered the poor and inveighed against the rich. 
3. He denounced whole cities. 
4. He gathered about him a rabble of Publicans, harlots and drunkards under a mere pretense of reforming them. 
5. He subverted the laws and institutions of the Mosaic commonwealth and substituted an unauthorized legislation of 
his own. 
6. He disregarded not only all distinctions of society, but even those of religion, and commended the idolatrous 
Samaritan as of greater worth than the holy priest and pious Levite. 
7. Though he pretended to work miracles, he had invariably refused to preform them in the presence and at the 
request of the Rabbis of the church. 
8. He had condemned the solemn sanctions of their holy religion 
9. He had sat down to eat with publicans and sinners. 
10. He ate with unwashed hands. 
11. He had disregarded the obligations of the Sabbath. 
12. He had attended the Jewish feasts with great irregularity or not at all. 
13. He had declared that God could be worshiped in any other place as well as in his Holy Temple. 
14. He had openly and violently interfered with the temple's sacred services by driving away the cattle gathered there 
for sacrifice. 
 
None of these extra-judicial charges were ever brought against Jesus during his trial, but they would have been in the 
back of the judges' minds as they tried Jesus for the actual judicial charges brought against him during his trial. 
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B. Judicial Charges 
1. Sedition 
The judicial charge of sedition was dropped during the trial when the witnesses' testimony did not agree. 
 
2. Blasphemy 
The charge of blasphemy was ultimately the only judicial charge brought against Jesus and the one he was finally 
convicted of by the Sanhedrin. 
 
The following illegalities took place during Jesus' arrest and trial: 
I. The Arrest of Jesus 
A. The arrest took place at night. 
B. The arrest was effected through the agency of a traitor and informer. 
C. The arrest was not the result of a legal mandate from a court whose intentions were to conduct a legal trial for the 
purpose of reaching a righteous judgment. 
 
II. The Private Examination of Jesus before Annas (or Caiaphas) 
A. The examination was conducted at night. 
B. No judge, or magistrate, sitting alone, could interrogate an accused judicially or sit in judgment upon his legal 
rights. 
C. Private preliminary examinations of accused persons were not allowed. 
 
III. The Indictment Against Jesus 
A. The accusation, at the trial, was twofold, vague, and indefinite 
B. The accusation was made in part, by Caiaphas, the high priest, who was one of the judges. 
 
IV. The Proceedings of the Sanhedrin Against Jesus 
A. The proceedings were conducted at night. 
B. The proceedings were conducted on the day preceding a Jewish Sabbath. 
C. The proceedings were conducted on the first day of the Feast of Un~eavened Bread. 
D. The proceedings were conducted on the eve of the Passover. 
E. The trial proceedings were conducted within one day. 
F. The sentence of condemnation was founded upon Jesus' uncorrobated confession. 
G. The verdict against Jesus was unanimous. 
H. The sentence of condemnation was pronounced in a place forbidden by law. 
I. The High Priest rent his clothes. 
J. The balloting was irregular. 
K. The members of the Sanhedrin were disqualified to try Jesus. 
L. The merits of the defense were not considered 
 
The Sanhedrin was competent to take the initiative in the arrest and trial of Jesus on the charge of blasphemy, this 
being a religious offense of the most awful gravity.  The court was also competent not only to try but to pass sentence 
of death upon Jesus if he should be found guilty of the charge.  However, even though the council had these rights, 
they forsook their own laws and traditions in many instances to bring about the condemnation of Jesus.  By actual 
count, at least twenty laws and traditions of the Pentateuch and Talmud were broken during Jesus1 arrest and trial. 
 
The Sanhedrin were so fixed on the outcome they wanted to see occur that they, supposedly the most righteous and 
religious men of the Hebrew nation, intentionally broke their own laws to effect the desired outcome.  They 
purposely ignored parts of their own laws to bring Jesus to the crucifixion.  In the case of Jesus, it was okay to ignore 
and bend the laws, because the end result was for good, at least in their own eyes. 
 
Isn't this the way many so-called Christians practice their religion today?  They pick and choose only those parts of 
God's religion that fits them for the occasion they find themselves in.  They ignore the parts that seem to get in their 
way, that crimp their style, that hinder their daily lives.  Theirs is a cafeteria-style religion where they go through the 
line many times a day, picking and choosing what best fits their needs at the time.  For them, its okay to be religious, 
but it better not ever get in the way of their everyday lives! 
 
What type of religion are you following today?  Is all of God's word entering your heart or do you screen out portions 
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that make you uncomfortable or don't quite fit your everyday activities?  Are you crucifying Jesus with your own 
style of religion - like the Sanhedrin did?  You are if you aren't taking all of God's word and applying it to your own 
life.  Is it time for you to stop and evaluate your attitude and practices in light of all of God's word? 

 
From Holman Bible Dictionary 

SANHEDRIN (san hee' drihn) The highest Jewish council in the first century. The council had 71 members and 
was presided over by the high priest. The Sanhedrin included both of the main Jewish parties among its membership. 
Since the high priest presided, the Sadducea priestly party seems to have predominated; but some leading Pharisees 
also were members (Acts 5:34; 23:1-9). 

The word Sanhedrin is usually translated “council” in the English translations of the Bible. Because of the 
predominance of the chief priests in the Sanhedrin, at times the words chief priests seem to refer to the action of the 
Sanhedrin, even though the name itself is not used. 

According to Jewish tradition, the Sanhedrin began with the 70 elders appointed by Moses in Numbers 11:16 and 
was reorganized by Ezra after the Exile. However, the Old Testament provides no evidence of a council that 
functioned like the Sanhedrin of later times. Thus, the Sanhedrin had its origin sometime during the centuries 
between the Testaments. See Intertestamental History; Jewish Parties. 

During the first century, the Sanhedrin exerted authority under the watchful eye of the Romans. Generally, the 
Roman governor allowed the Sanhedrin considerable autonomy and authority. The trial of Jesus, however, shows that 
the Sanhedrin did not have the authority to condemn people to death (John 18:31). Later, Stephen was stoned to 
death after a hearing before the Sanhedrin, but this may have been more a mob action than a legal execution 
authorized by the Sanhedrin (Acts 6:12-15; 7:54-60). 

The Gospels describe the role of the Sanhedrin in the arrest, trials, and condemnation of Jesus. The Sanhedrin, 
under the leadership of Caiaphas the high priest, plotted to have Jesus killed (John 11:47-53). The chief priests 
conspired with Judas to betray Jesus (Matt. 26:14-16). After His arrest they brought Jesus into the council (Luke 
22:66). They used false witnesses to condemn Jesus (Matt. 26:59-60; Mark 14:55-56). They sent Him to Pilate and 
pressured Pilate into pronouncing the death sentence (Mark 15:1-15). 

The Book of Acts describes how the Sanhedrin harassed and threatened the apostles. The healing of the man at 
the Temple and Peter’s sermon attracted the attention of the chief priests. Peter and John were called before the 
council and warned not to preach anymore in the name of Jesus (Acts 4:5-21). When the apostles continued to 
preach, the council had them arrested (Acts 5:21, 27). The wise counsel of Gamaliel caused the council to release the 
apostles with a beating and a warning (Acts 5:34-42). Stephen had to appear before the Sanhedrin on charges that 
sounded like the false charges against Jesus (Acts 6:12-15). 
After Paul was arrested in Jerusalem, the Roman commander asked the council to examine Paul to decide what was 
Paul’s crime (Acts 22:30; 23:28). Paul identified himself as a Pharisee who was on trial for his hope of resurrection. 
This involved the council in a debate of the divisive issue of the resurrection (Acts 23:1-9). The chief priests and 
elders were part of a plot to have Paul assassinated as he was led to another hearing before the council (Acts 23:13-
15, 20). 
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A Closer Look at the Cross Series 
#5 An Unlikely Alliance 

A closer look at the two Roman officials who found no sin in Jesus at the cross 
(Pilate and Herod) 

 
In 4 B.C. Herod the Great, king of Palestine for almost 44 years, died and left his territory to his three sons - Philip, 
Archelaus, and Herod Antipas.  To Philip were given the territories northeast of the Sea of Galilee.  To Archelaus 
were given the territories of Samaria, Judea, and the northern part of Idumea.  To Herod Antipas were given the 
territories of Galilee and Persia east of the Jordan.   
 
In 6 A.D., Archelaus was deposed of his territories because of his incapability.  Rather than replace him with a 
suitable ruler from the Jews, the Romans decided to place Judea under direct control of Roman governors, who 
became known as procurators.  From 26-36 A.D., this post was held by Pontius Pilate. 
 
The idea of Roman control was a constant irritant to the Jews.  Because of this, the Jews made sure they were also a 
constant irritant to the Romans.  Some Jews hated the Romans so much that they organized themselves into a 
subversive political party known as “Zealots” whose sole purpose became the advocation of the overthrow of the 
Roman government.  In an effort to appease the Jews in Jerusalem, the procurators of Judea moved their headquarters 
from Jerusalem to Caesarea, on the Mediterranean coast.   
 
However, they left occupation troops in the city, and whenever large crowds of Jews were expected to assemble in 
Jerusalem for a religious holiday, the procurators usually made sure they were in the city to help maintain peace and 
order if it was needed. While there, they always stayed at the palace of Herod the Great.  This is why Pilate was in 
the city of Jerusalem before the annual passover feast at the time of Jesus1 arrest. 
 
At this time in Jewish history, the Sanhedrin council's jurisdiction had been reduced to the point that it really had 
very little authority over anything that was not strictly religious, and all its decisions had to be reported to the Roman 
government.  For this reason, the council had to get the procurator of Judea, Pontius Pilate, to confirm the sentence of 
death on Jesus before he could be executed.   
 
When the Jews brought Jesus before Pilate for this confirmation, upon learning that Jesus had been in Galilee 
preaching (and therefore subject to Herod Antipas), Pilate attempted to avoid confirming Jesus' sentence by sending 
Jesus to Herod, who also happened to be in the city because of the Passover feast. However, Herod spoiled Pilate's 
plan by sending Jesus back to Pilate to make him pronounce the confirmation on Jesus' death. 
 
What type of men were these Roman officials who held Jesus' life in their hands?  Could they be expected to use 
good judgment in their decisions concerning Jesus' guilt or innocence?  How easily could they be influenced by their 
Jewish subjects?  In this lesson we will take a closer look at these two Roman officials involved in Jesus' crucifixion. 
 
I. Herod Antipas 
Herod Antipas was the son of Herod the Great by his Samaritan wife, Matthaec (Maithace).  He was a Sadducee and 
as such denied a moral government and a future state.  Sadducees were distinguished for their ferocity and 
inhumanity in their judicial capacity.  Herod Antipas had a historical profile that was far from commendable.  He was 
superstitious, inquisitive about truth without loving it, crafty, incestuous and wholly immoral, and foxlike in his 
cunning (Luke 13:32).   
 
John the Baptist, who openly rebuked Herod Antipas for his gross immorality and defiance of the Mosaic law, paid 
for his courage with his life (Matthew 14:1,10; Luke 13:31; Leviticus 18:16).  To Herod's credit, he was a subtle 
diplomat and an astute manager of difficult situations. 
 
When Jesus was brought to Herod Antipas at Pilate's direction (Luke 23:6-7), Herod was very glad to see Jesus (Luke 
23:8).  In fact, Herod had long desired to see him (Luke 23:8).  This may have been because of Herod's steward, 
Chuza.  His wife, Joanna, was a long-time follower and supporter of the ministry of Jesus (Luke 8:3).  It could have 
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been through Chuza that Herod learned about Jesus' ministry.  [It is also interesting to note that in later years, 
Manaen, a member of Herod's court, became a member of the church at Antioch (Acts 13:1)).  However, Herod was 
confused about who Jesus may have been.  He at first thought Jesus might have been John the Baptist, raised from 
the dead (Matthew 14:1-2; Mark 6:14-16; Luke 9:7-9).  But the real reason Herod longed to see Jesus was not to 
learn of his ministry, but to see if some sign would be done by Jesus in his presence (Luke 23:8). 
 
Herod questioned Jesus at some length, but Jesus made no answer (Luke 23:9).  As the chief priests and scribes stood 
near by, Herod and his soldiers treated Jesus with contempt and mocked him (Luke 23:10-11).  Herod then had Jesus 
arrayed in gorgeous apparel and sent him back to Pilate (Luke 23:11) without finding Jesus guilty of any crime. 
 
II. Pontius Pilate 
Pontius Pilate was the 5th procurator or governmental representative of imperial Rome in Palestine.  He reigned from 
26-36 A.D.  Pontius, his famtly name, meant "belonging to the sea"; Pilate, taken from a Latin word, meant 11one 
armed with a javelin". He was hated by the Jews and Samaritans for his covetous and cruel government and actions.  
History tells us that he was recalled from his office by the emperor Tiberius and banished to Vienna in Gaul by 
Caligua, where he took his own life by drowning in 41 A.D. 
 
Pilate's first encounter with Jesus: 
Jesus is brought before Pilate by the Jewish leaders on the morning of Jesus' crucifixion (Matthew 27:1-2; Mark 15:1; 
Luke 23:1; John 18:28) Pilate asks the leaders, "What accusation do you bring against this man?"  (John 18:29) 
 
The Jewish leaders tell Pilate, "If this man were not an evildoer we would not have handed him over."  (John 18:30) 
 
The Jewish leaders accuse Jesus saying, "We found this man perverting our nation, and forbidding us to give tribute 
to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ a king." (Luke 23:2) 
 
Pilate tells the leaders, "Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law."  (John 18:31) 
 
The Jewish leaders respond, "It is not lawful for us to put any man to death."  (John 18:31) 
 
The chief priests and elders accuse Jesus, but Jesus makes no answer to them.  Pilate asks Jesus, "Have you no 
answer to make?  Do you not hear (see) how many things they testify (bring) against you?"  (Matthew 27:13; Mark 
15:4) 
 
Jesus gives Pilate no answer.  Pilate wonders greatly. (Matthew 27:14; Mark 15:5) 
 
Pilate questions Jesus,”Are you the King of the Jews?" (Matthew 27:11; Mark 15:2;Luke 23:3; John 18:33) 
 
Jesus asks Pilate, "Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say It to you about me?"  (John 18:34) 
 
Pilate answers Jesus, "Am I a Jew?  Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me; what have 
you done?" (John 18:35) 
 
Jesus answers Pilate, "My kingship Is not of this world; if my kingship were of this world, my servants would fight; 
that I might not be handed over to the Jews; but my kingship is not from the world."  (John 18:36) 
 
Pilate asks Jesus, "So you are a king?"  (John 18:37) 
 
Jesus answers Pilate, "You have said so." "You say that I am a king.  For this I was born, and for this I have come 
into the world, to bear witness to the truth.  Every one who is of the truth hears my voice." (Matthew 27:11; Mark 
15:2; Luke 23:3; John 18:37)  
 
Pilate asks Jesus, "What is truth?"  (John 18:38) Pilate tells the chief priests and multitudes, "I find no crime 
In this man."  (Luke 23:4; John 18:38) 
The chief priests tell Pilate, "He stirs up the people, teaching throughout Judea, from Galilee even to this place." 
(Luke 23:5) 
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In an effort to shirk the responsibility of sentencing Jesus to death  Pilate, upon hearing that Jesus had taught in 
Galilee, sends Jesus to Herod (Galilee was Herod's territory) to let him deal with the Jews.  However, Herod spoils 
Pilate's plan and returns Jesus to Pilate to make him pronounce the final decision on Jesus. 
 
Pilate's second encounter with Jesus: 
Pilate calls together the chief priests, rulers, and the people and says, "You brought me this man as one who was 
perverting the people; and afterexamining himbefore you, behold I did not find this man guilty of any of your charges 
against him; neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us.  Behold, nothing deserving death has been done by him; I 
will therefore chastise him and release him."  (Luke 23:13-17) 
 
The crowd at the feast comesup to Pilate and asks him to do what he was wont to do for them.  (Mark 15:8) Pilate 
addresses the crowd at the feast, "I find no crime in him. Whom do you want me to release for you, Barabbas or Jesus 
who is called Christ?" (Matthew 27:16; Mark 15:9; Luke 23:18; John 16:39) 
 
Pilate knew it was out of envy that they (Jews) had delivered him (Jesus) up.  (Matthew 27:18; Mark 15:10) Pilate's 
wife sends word to Pilate, "Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much over him today in a 
dream."  (Matthew 27:19) 
 
The crowd said to Pilate, "Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas11  (Luke 23:18; John 18:40) 
 
Desiring to release Jesus, Pilate again addresses the crowd, "Behold, I am bringing him out to you, that you may 
know that I find no crime in him.  Which of the two do you want me to release for you?" (Matthew 27:21; Luke 
23:20; John 19:4) 
 
After the crowd demands Barabbas, Pilate asks them, "Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?" 
(Matthew 27:22; Mark 15:12) 
 
After the crowd demands Jesus be crucified, Pilate asks them, 
 
Why, what evil has he done?  I have found in him no crime deserving death; I will therefore chastise him and release 
him." (Matthew 27:23; Mark 15:14; Luke 23:22) 
 
Pilate tells the crowd, "Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no crime in him."  (John 19:6) 
 
The Jews answer Pilate, "We have a law, and by that law he ought to die, because he has made himself the Son of 
God." (John 19:7) 
 
Pilate asks Jesus, "Where are you from?" but Jesus makes no answer.  Pilate then says, "Will you not speak to me?  
Do you not know that I have the power to release you, and power to crucify you?"  (John 19:9-10) 
 
Jesus answers Pilate, "You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore he who 
delivered me to you has the greater sin."  (John 19:11) 
 
After the crowd demands again that Jesus be crucified, Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing and a riot was 
beginning.  He took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, .1 am Innocent of this man's blood; see to 
it yourselves." (Matthew 27:24; John 19:12) 
 
The crowd answers, "1f you release this man, you are not Caesars' friend; every one who makes himself a king sets 
himself against Caesar."  (John 19:12) 
 
Pilate says to the Jews, "Here is your King!"  (John 19:14) 
The crowd answers,  “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!" (John 19:15) 
 
Pilate asks the crowd, “Shall I crucify your King?" (John 19:15) 
 
The chief priests answer, "We have no king but Caesar!” (John 19:15) 
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Pilate has Jesus scourged and releases him to be crucified. (Matthew 27:26; Hark 15:15; Luke 23:25; John 19:16) 
 
Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross.  It read "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." 
(Matthew 27:37; Mark 15:26; John 19:19-22) 
 
Conclusion of Lesson 
Two men stood in the way of the Jews sending Jesus to his death - Herod and Pilate.  When confronted by the angry 
multitude of Jews who brought Jesus to them, both Herod and Pilate found no wrongdoing in Jesus, but allowed him 
to be crucified because of their fear of the Jews. 
 
Today, we as Christians also allow Jesus to be crucified anew in the world we live in.  Because of our own fears, we 
often let others be critical of Jesus, the church  members of the church, God's word, ministers and missionaries of the 
gospel, and our brothers and sisters Christ.   
 
We do this by not speaking up and taking a stand when others speak evil of God's workers on the earth now.  Are we 
any better than Herod or Pilate in this regard?  No, the truth is we are just as guilty as both these men were because of 
our fears also.  Christians have been the "silent majority" for too long. 
 
 
Almost. It's a sad word in any man's dictionary. 
 
"Almost." It runs herd with "nearly," "next time," "if only," and "just about." It's a word that smacks of missed 
opportunities, aborted efforts, and fumbled chances. It's honorable mention, right field, on the bench, runnerup, and 
burnt cookies. 
 
Almost. The one that got away. The sale that nearly closed. The gamble that almost paid off. Almost. 
 
How many people do you know whose claim to fame is an almost?   
• “Did I ever tell you about the time I almost was selected as the Employee of the Year?” 
• “They say he almost made the big leagues." 
• “I caught a catfish that was taller than me! Well ... almost." 
 
As long as there have been people, there have been almosts. People who almost won the battle, who almost climbed 
the mountain, who almost found the treasure. 
 
One of the most famous "almost's" is found in the Bible. Pilate. Yet, what he missed was far more significant than a 
catfish or an award. 
 
He almost performed what would have been history's greatest act of mercy. He almost pardoned the Prince of Peace. 
He almost released the Son of God. He almost opted to acquit the Christ. Almost. He had the power. He had the 
choice. He wore the signet ring. The option to free God's Son was .... . and he did ..... almost. 
 
Almost. How many times do these six ugly letters find their way into despairing epitaphs? 
• "He almost got it together." 
• "She almost chose not to leave him."  
• “They almost tried one more time."  
• “We almost worked it out. 
• 'He almost became a Christian." 
 
What is it that makes almost such a potent word? why is there such a wide gap between "he almost" and "he did"? 
 
In the case of Pilate, we don't have to look far to find an answer. It is Dr. Luke's acute commentary in chapter 23 that 
provides the reason. Let's tune in at verse 22: “A third time he [Pilate] said to them [the crowd], "why, what evil has 
he done? I have found in him no crime deserving death; I will therefore chastise him and release him." But they were 
urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And their voices prevailed (italics mine, RSV). 
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You're right, Luke. Their voices prevailed. And, as a result, Pilate's pride prevailed. Pilate's fear prevailed. Pilate's 
power-hunger prevailed. 
 
“Their” voices were not the only voices, you know. There were at least three others Pilate could have heard. 
 
He could have heard the voice of Jesus. Pilate stood eye to eye with him. Five times he postponed the decision 
hoping to gratify the mob with policies or lashings. Yet Jesus was always sent back to him. Three times he stood eye 
to eye with this compelling Nazarene who had come to reveal the truth. "what is truth?" Pilate asked rhetorically (or 
was it honestly?). Jesus' silence was much louder than the crowd's demands. But Pilate didn't listen. 
 
He could have heard the voice of his wife. She pleaded with him to have nothing to do with that righteous man for I 
have suffered much over him today in a dream." One has to pause and wonder about the origin of such a dream that 
would cause a lady of purple to call a small-town Galilean righteous. But Pilate didn't. 
 
Or he could have heard his own voice. Surely he could see through the facade. "Ananias, Caiaphas, cut the phoney 
allegiance, you slobs; I know where your interests are." Surely his conscience was speaking to him. “There is nothing 
wrong with this man. A bit mysterious maybe, but that's no reason to string him up." 
 
He could have heard other voices. But he didn't. He almost did. But he didn't. Satan's voices prevailed. 
 
His voice often does prevail. Have you heard his wooings? 
• "0ne time won't hurt." 
• "She'll never know." 
• "Other people do much worse things." 
• "At least you're not being hypocritical." 
 
His rhetoric of rationalization never ends. The father of lies croons and woos like a traveling peddler, promising the 
moon and delivering disaster. "Step right up. Taste my brew of pleasure and sing my song ofsensuality. After all, 
who knows about tomorrow?" 
 
God, meanwhile, never enters a shouting match with Satan. Truth need not scream. He stands permanently, quietly 
pleading, ever present. No tricks, no side shows, no temptations, just open proof. 
 
People's reactions vary. Some flow immediately to the peddler of poison. Others turn quickly to the Prince of Peace. 
Most of us, however, are caught somewhere in between, lingering on the edge of Satan's crowd yet hovering within 
earshot of the message of God. 
 
Pilate learned the hard way that this stance of "almost" is suicidal. The other voices will win. Their lure is too strong. 
Their call too compelling. And Pilate also learned that there is no darker hell than the one of remorse. Washing your 
hands a thousand times won't free you from the guilt of an opportunity ignored. It's one thing to for-give yourself for 
something you did. It is something else to try to forgive yourself for something that you might have done, but didn't. 
 
Jesus knew that all along. For our own good, he demanded and demands absolute obedience. He never has had room 
for "almost" in his vocabulary. You are either with him or against him. With Jesus "nearly" has to become 
"certainly." "Sometimes" has to become '(always." "1f only" has to become "regardless." And "next time" has to 
become   time." 
 
No, Jesus never had room for "almost" and he still doesn't. "Almost" may count in horseshoes and hand grenades, but 
with the Master, it is just as good as a “never." 

 
From Holman Bible Dictionary 

PILATE, PONTIUS (Pi' luhte, Pahn' shuhs) Roman governorof Judea remembered in history as a notorious 
anti-Semite and in Christian creeds as the magistrate under whom Jesus Christ “suffered” (1 Tim 6:13). The New 
Testament refers to him as “governor,” while other sources call him “procurator” or “prefect” (an inscription found in 
Caesarea in 1961). Pilate came to power about A.D. 26, close to the time when two of his contemporaries, Sejanus in 
Rome and Flaccus in Egypt, were pursuing policies apparently aimed at the destruction of the Jewish people. Pilate’s 
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policies were much the same. His procuratorship consisted of one provocation of Jewish sensibilities after another. 
He broke all precedent by bringing into Jerusalem military insignia bearing the image of Caesar in flagrant defiance 
of Jewish law. He removed them only when the Jews offered to die at the hands of his soldiers rather than consent to 
such blasphemy. He brutally suppressed protest by planting armed soldiers, disguised as civilians, among the Jewish 
crowds. Against such a backdrop, it is not hard to understand the reference in Luke 13:1 to “The Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifice (NIV).” Pilate was finally removed from office as the result of a similar 
outrage against Samaritan worshipers who had gathered on Mount Gerizim, their holy mountain, to view some sacred 
vessels which they believed Moses had buried there. When the Samaritans complained to Vitellius, the governor of 
Syria, Pilate was ordered to Rome to account for his actions to the emperor and is not mentioned again in reliable 
contemporary sources. 

In view of his record, it is surprising that Pilate allowed himself to be pressured by a group of Jewish religious 
authorities into allowing Jesus to be executed. A possible explanation is that he already felt his position in the empire 
to be in jeopardy (note the threat implicit in John 19:12). Pilate seems to have had no personal inclination to put Jesus 
to death, and the New Testament writers are eager to show that he did not (Luke 23:4, 14, 22; John 18:38; 19:4, 6; 
compare Matt. 17:19). The Gospel writers sought to demonstrate that Jesus was innocent from the standpoint of 
Roman law and that consequently Christianity in their day was not a threat to the Roman political and social order. 
The fact that Jesus was brought to Pilate at all probably means that He had not been formally tried and convicted by 
the Sanhedrin, or Jewish ruling Council (if he had, he would probably have been stoned to death like Stephen, or like 
James the Just in A.D. 62). Instead, a relatively small group of Jerusalem priests, including the high priest, wanted to 
forestall any kind of a messianic movement by the people because of the repression it would provoke from the 
Romans (see John 11:47-50, 53). They maneuvered Pilate into doing their work for them (compare Luke 23:2). Pilate 
is represented in all the Gospels as questioning Jesus especially on the subject of kingship, but he remained 
unconvinced that Jesus was in any way a serious claimant to Jewish or Roman political power. The inscription he 
insisted on placing over the cross according to all the Gospels was Pilate’s last grim joke at Jewish expense: “This is 
the King of the Jews.” Anti-Jewish to the end, Pilate was telling the world, “What a sorry race this is, with such a 
pitiful figure for their king!”  

 
HEROD (Hehr' uhd) The name given to the family ruling Palestine immediately before and to some degree 

during the first half of the first Christian century. Their family history was complex, and what information has come 
down has been frequently meager, conflicting, and difficult to harmonize. The chief sources are the references in the 
New Testament, the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus, and a few obscure references by Roman historians, such as 
Dio Cassius, Plutarch, and Strabo. 

The most prominent family member and ruler was Herod, son of Antipater who had been appointed governor of 
Idumea by Alexandra Salome, the Maccabean queen who ruled Palestine 78-69 B.C. With the permission of the 
Romans, Antipater left his son Phasael as Prefect of Jerusalem and his second son, Herod, governor of Galilee. See 
Intertestamental History. 

Herod the Great. Herod the Great was born about the year 73 B.C. and was a son of the desert, well adapted to 
the political intrigues of ambition, lust for power, and efficiency at warfare. He made a trip to Rome and was 
confirmed by the Senate as “king of Judea” in the year 40 B.C. He routed some persistently threatening robber bands 
in Galilee and gained the esteem of the Romans and even the support of some of the Jews by his decisive action. He 
finally brought Jerusalem under his control in the year 37 B.C. 

His rule of Judea is usually divided into three periods: (a) The Period of Consolidation (37-25 B.C.), (b) The 
Period of Prosperity (25-13 B.C.), and (c) The Period of Domestic Troubles (13-4 B.C.). 

During the period of consolidation, he had many adversaries, coming from at least four fronts. Jewish people 
refused to support him because he was not a full-blooded Jew, but a descendant of Esau. Herod also had difficulties 
with the Hasmonean family. See Hasmoneans. Chief among them was Alexandra, the evil and vicious daughter of 
Hyrcanus II. She interceded with Cleopatra, the queen of Egypt, who brought pressure on Mark Antony in an effort 
to put Herod under her control. This constant intrigue multiplied as time progressed. 

Charges were brought against various members of the family. Within a short time Herod had executed Hyrcanus 
II, the son of Alexandra Salome who had returned from exile, Hyrcanus’ daughter Alexandra, and her daughter 
Mariamne I, who was also Herod’s favorite wife, the one whom he deeply and passionately loved. Mariamne had 
Maccabean blood flowing through her veins, was most beautiful, and Herod’s hopes for establishing a dynasty rested 
with her and their two sons, Alexander and Aristobulus. Suspicious that Mariamne committed adultery and that her 
sons would use their Maccabean lineage for political advantage, Herod had them put to death. Herod also had 
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executed Aristobulus III, son of Alexandra and brother of Mariamne soon after he was appointed by Herod to be high 
priest. Herod had him drowned at a celebration in Jericho soon after his inauguration. 

Herod also faced an adversary in the person of Cleopatra, the famous queen of Egypt, but his craftiness enabled 
him to maintain his independence from her. Herod was successful in ingratiating himself to the Romans. By sheer 
force of personality and lack of hesitancy in executing even the close members of his own family, he strengthened his 
position as undisputed ruler of Palestine under the permission of Roman authority. 

The second period of Herod’s life involved the prosperity of his vast building programs. With the aid of the 
Romans the territory was extended to what had been unparalleled since the reign of Solomon (died 931 B.C.). His 
taxation of the people to support his building activity was extensive, but he virtually rebuilt every city in the land, 
even constructing entire cities from the ground up. He also built many palaces for himself. 

Soon the now nearly four hundred-year-old Temple of Zerubbabel was pale in contrast to the magnificence of his 
new palaces and structures in Jerusalem. In the year 19 B.C. he embarked on an extensive remodeling of the Temple, 
which captured the imagination of the world of that day. It was frequently said that if one had not seen Herod’s 
Temple, he had never seen a truly beautiful building (compare John 2:19-20). 

The periods of Herod’s life overlapped to some degree, but it was from the years 13-4 B.C. that his domestic 
troubles intensified and preoccupied him. Antipater, his firstborn son, and Salome, his sister, continually agitated the 
household and brought accusations against Alexander and Aristobulus, the sons of Herod and Mariamne. Finally, the 
charges of sedition could not be ignored. Herod brought charges against them before the Emperor in the year 12 B.C. 
Herod finally gave the order, and in 7 B.C. they were carried to Sebaste (Samaria) and strangled. Antipater continued 
to be an ambitious thorn in Herod’s side. On his deathbed Herod gave the orders to execute Antipater, fearing that he 
would take the throne even before Herod himself died. Antipater was executed immediately. Herod himself died five 
days later (4 B.C.). He was seventy years old, a man racked with ill health and mental deterioration, now thought by 
some to be a form of progressive arteriosclerosis. He had reigned for 37 years since his confirmation by the Senate 
and 34 years since his capture of Jerusalem. 

Herod, of course, was king of Judea under the Roman authority when Jesus was born in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:1). 
He received the Wise Men and sent them on to the Christ child with orders to return to him and let him know where 
he could find the newly born “King of the Jews” (Matt. 2:2-8). He gave the orders to kill the babies of Bethlehem 
two years old and under, in hopes of getting this One whom he saw as a successor to his throne (Matt. 2:16). 

Herod had several wills. His final one designated Archelaus to succeed him as king of Judea (Matt. 2:22), 
another son Antipas to be tetrarch (governor) of Galilee and Perea, and another son Philip as tetrarch of the 
Northeastern Districts. The Romans banished Archelaus after a ten-year rule, and the kingdom was then transformed 
into an Imperial Province of the Roman Empire with Coponius as the first procurator (governor). Antipas continued 
to rule Galilee and Perea and was the one who had John the Baptist put to death (Matt. 14:1-12; Mark 6:16-29; Luke 
9:9). Also, Jesus appeared before him during his trial, as Pilate the procurator sent Jesus to him for a possible 
decision (Luke 23:6-12). 

See picture, This aqueduct built by Herod the Great brought fresh water to Caesarea Maritima. 

Other Herods named in the New Testament include the following: 

Agrippa I, the son of Aristobulus and grandson of Herod. He ruled with the title of king from A.D. 41-44. 
Agrippa I ordered James the son of Zebedee killed with the sword and imprisoned Peter (Acts 12:1-23). 

Agrippa II, the son of Agrippa I, heard Paul’s defense (Acts 25:13-27; compare Acts 26:32). With his death the 
Herodian dynasty came to an end, in title as well as in fact. 

Drusilla (Acts 24:24) was the third and youngest daughter of Agrippa I. She had been married briefly at age 14 to 
Azizus, king of Emessa, probably in the year 52. In 53 or 54 she was married to Felix, the Roman procurator. 

Bernice was the sister of Drusilla and Agrippa II, and also his wife. Paul appeared before them in Acts 25. 

Herod Philip was the son of Herod the Great and Cleopatra of Jerusalem (Luke 3:1). He built Caesarea Philippi 
and was governor of the Northeastern districts of Iturea, Gaulinitis, Trachonitis, and Decapolis. He was married to 
Salome, the daughter of Herodias. 

A Herod Philip is mentioned in Mark 6:17 as the first husband of Herodias. In some places he is mentioned 
simply as Herod, or Herod II. Most scholars do not believe that he was the same person as the governor of the 
northeastern districts. 
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Herodias (Matt. 14:3) was the daughter of Aristobulus (son of Herod and Mariamne I) and Bernice, the daughter 

of Herod’s sister, Salome. She was the second wife of Herod Antipas and called for the head of John the Baptist 
(Matt. 14:3-12; Mark 6:17-29; compare Luke 3:19-20). 

Salome was the daughter of Herodias. She was married to Philip. After his death in 34, she married a relative 
Aristobulus, prince of Chalcis and had three children (Matt. 14:6-12; Mark 6:22-29). 

Herod was a paradox. He was one of the most cruel rulers of all history. His reputation has been largely one of 
infamy. He seemed fiercely loyal to that which he did believe in. He did not hesitate to murder members of his own 
family when he deemed that they posed a threat to him. Yet marital unfaithfulness and drunkenness did not seem to 
be among his vices. Because of his effective administration, he virtually made Palestine what it was in the first 
Christian century. He has gone down in history as “the Great,” yet that epithet can only be applied to him as his 
personality and accomplishments are compared to others of his family. 
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A Closer Look at the Cross Series 
#6  Forgotten Forgiveness 

A closer look at the apostle who was never at the cross 
 

61 Because Jesus was aware that his disciples were complaining about this, he said to them, “Does 
this cause you to be offended? 62 Then what if you see the Son of Man ascending where he was 
before? 63 The Spirit is the one who gives life; human nature is of no help! The words that I have 
spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus 
had already known from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who 
would betray him.) 65 So Jesus added, “Because of this I told you that no one can come to me unless 
the Father has allowed him to come.” 66 After this many of his disciples quit following him and did 
not accompany him any longer. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You don’t want to go away too, do 
you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom will we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
69 We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God!” 70 Jesus replied, 
“Didn’t I choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is the devil?” 71 (Now he said this about Judas 
son of Simon Iscariot; for Judas, one of the twelve, was going to betray him.) (John 6:61-71) 

1 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom he had 
raised from the dead. 2 So they prepared a dinner for Jesus there. Martha was serving, and Lazarus 
was among those present at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took three quarters of a pound of 
perfumed oil made of pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus. She then wiped his feet dry with her 
hair. (Now the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfumed oil.) 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of 
his disciples (the one who was going to betray him) said, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfumed oil sold for 
three hundred silver coins and the money given to the poor?” 6 (Now Judas said this not because he 
was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief. As keeper of the money box he used to 
take what was put into it.) 7 So Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She has kept it for the day of my burial. 
8 For you always have the poor with you, but you don’t always have me” (John 12:1-7). 

In this life there are a good many things that are very difficult to understand or to explain. In our text, the disciples 
found it extremely difficult to comprehend what Jesus was saying when He told them that one of them was about to 
betray Him.  
 
When we read John’s account of this event in John chapter 13, we find it hard to understand why the disciples didn’t 
quickly grasp what Jesus was telling them. When we marvel at the “dullness” of the disciples, we forget that we read 
through John’s Gospel somewhat like I watch one of my favorite movies—“What’s Up, Doc?”  
 
I know that movie so well I start laughing a full minute before one of my favorite funny scenes occurs on screen. For 
example, I love the chase scene down the hills of San Francisco, especially the one in which the plate glass window 
is finally broken, after a number of near misses. And so, when that part gets close, I start warming up for it, laughing 
at what seems to be nothing at all.  
 
We are tempted to read the Gospels like I watch my favorite movies. We know the entire story, from beginning to 
end. And thus, when we read any one text, we know what came before, just as we know how it all will end. We 
know, for example, that Jesus is going to be arrested, found guilty, and crucified—all within a few hours. We also 
know that He is going to be raised from the dead, and that He will ascend into heaven and return to the Father. But 
what is so clear to us in hindsight was not at all clear to the disciples.  
 
They heard Jesus say that He was about to be betrayed by one of them. Peter even inquired of Jesus (through John, it 
would seem) about just who the betrayer was. And Jesus told John that it would be the one who took from His hand 
the piece of bread that He dipped into the dish. Yet when Jesus dipped the bread into the dish and gave it to Judas, 
who took it, no one did anything. No one even seemed to grasp what Jesus had just indicated. You have to 
understand that what Jesus was saying was so far from what they expected, they simply could not grasp what seemed 
to be clearly indicated. 
 
All of this was for a reason—a very important reason. This reason we shall see as we study our text in this lesson. 
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There are many important truths for us to consider and to apply here, so let us listen well, and let us ask the Spirit of 
God to make the meaning and the application of this text clear to us. 
 

Judas—Putting the Pieces Together 
In every listing of the names of the twelve apostles in the New Testament, this apostle's name is always listed last 
(Matthew 10:1-4; Mark 3:14-19; Luke 6:13-16).  In addition, every listing of this apostle's name carries with it a 
derogatory comment that always follows. It is either "who betrayed him" (Matthew 10:4; Mark 3:14) or "who 
became a traitor" (Luke 6:16).  The apostle's name is Judas. 
 
The name "Judas" is the Greek form of the Hebrew name "Judah1'.  One of the twelve tribes of Israel had this name.  
It was also the name of a famous soldier who led the Jews in a successful revolt against Syria.  To a Jew, the name 
"Judas" had the same honor as the name George Washington or Abraham Lincoln would have to an American 
citizen.  Its small wonder then that many Jewish parents named their sons Judas during the period when Jesus was 
born on the earth.  It was a practice soon to end. 
 
To distinguish the apostle Judas from the other men named Judas, a second name was attached to his name.  It was 
"Iscariot".  Iscariot could have meant many things - gain or reward; an inhabitant of Jericho, or a dagger-bearer.  
Whatever it meant, Iscariot was also the name Judas' father wore.  His name was Simon Iscariot (John 6:71; 13:26).  
Some biblical scholars think Iscariot meant leather coat, implying that Simon and Judas may have been 
leatherworkers by trade.  Others think Iscariot meant the name of a place, Kerioth or Cariot, an Old Testament town 
in the region of Judea (Joshua 15:25). 
 
Each of the Gospel writers has chosen to include certain details about Judas and to exclude others. It may be helpful 
for us to begin this lesson by reviewing what we know about Judas in sequential order:1  

• Judas is chosen as one of the 12 (Luke 6:12-16; Mark 3:13-19). 

• Judas is sent out as one of the 12 (Matthew 10:4). 

• Judas accompanies Jesus with the other 11 disciples, beholding our Lord’s character and power, and hearing 
Him teach and claim to be the Messiah (Mark 3:14). 

• In all of this, Judas never comes to faith in Jesus as his Messiah (John 6:64-65; 13:10-11, 18; 17:12). 

• Judas is put in charge of the money box (John 12:6; 13:29). 

• Judas begins to steal money from the money box (John 12:6). 

• When Mary anoints the feet of Jesus, Judas is incensed by her extravagance, and is distressed that Jesus 
would allow such “waste” when this ointment could have been sold, and the proceeds given to the poor. He 
apparently manages to convince his fellow-disciples, so that they verbally harass Mary also (John 12:1-8; 
Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9). 

• [At this same point in time the chief priests and Pharisees are panic-stricken by our Lord’s growing 
popularity, as a result of the raising of Lazarus and then the triumphal entry (John 11:45-53, 57; 12:9-11). 
They wanted to seize Jesus privately, but not during the feast of Passover, lest they stir up the crowds 
(Matthew 26:3-5; Mark 14:1-2). They become so desperate they decide to kill not only Jesus (John 11:53), 
but Lazarus as well (John 12:10). The time was “ripe” for Judas to come to them with his proposal of 
betrayal.] 

• Shortly after this incident with Mary, in which Jesus rebukes Judas and the other disciples, Judas goes to the 
chief priests and strikes a deal with them to betray Jesus and to hand Him over to them (Matthew 26:14-15; 
Mark 14:10-11). 

• Judas begins to look for the right moment to hand Jesus over to the chief priests and Pharisees (Mark 14:11). 

• Judas is with Jesus and the disciples during the first part of the Last Supper, apparently in the place of honor, 
next to Jesus (John 13:26). 

                                                 
1 This sequence may not be flawless, although I think it comes close to reality, but let the reader judge for himself. 
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• At the meal, Jesus indicates that one of the disciples will betray Him (Matthew 26:20-25; Mark 14:17-21), 

and then, by means of His dipping a piece of bread and handing it to Judas, our Lord indicates that it is Judas 
who will betray Him (Mark 14:20; John 13:21-27). 

• Judas accepts the bread Jesus offers him, after which Satan immediately possesses him (John 13:27). 

• Jesus dismisses Judas to carry out his terrible deed (John 13:27-30). 

• Judas leads the soldiers to Jesus, where he identifies Jesus as the One they are to arrest by kissing Him 
(Matthew 26:47-50; Mark 14:43-46; Luke 22:47-48; John 18:1-9). 

• Judas regrets his betrayal and tries to reverse his actions by returning the money, but it is too late. Judas then 
goes out and hangs himself (Matthew 27:3-10; Acts 1:15-19). 

 
Judas—Who Would Have Ever Thought … 
John 13:18-20 (NIV) 18“I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill the 
scripture: ‘He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me.’ 19“I am telling you now before it happens, 
so that when it does happen you will believe that I am He. 20 I tell you the truth, whoever accepts anyone I send 
accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.” 
 
The word betrayal denotes horrible breaches of trust, unfaithfulness, treachery, and duplicity. In the history of a 
nation, it is acts of treason whereby someone gives “aid and comfort to the enemy.” In the history of the church, it is 
the immoral behavior of pedophile priests, money-grubbing televangelists, and inexcusable silence in the face of 
racism or sexism. In families, it is adultery or child abuse. In our individual Christian lives, it is following the tugs of 
flesh over Spirit and offering our pitiful rationalizations for sin over repenting in genuine sorrow. 
 
Today’s sermon is about betrayal. No, actually it is about two acts of betrayal. And I hope there is more to be learned 
here this morning from the second than the first. I have certainly prayed while preparing it that God will use this 
sermon not to drive anyone to the despondency of a Judas-response to failure but to the gracious restoration of a 
Simon Peter-response. For this lesson is ultimately not about Judas or Peter but – as all the Gospel of John was 
originally crafted to be – Jesus.  
 
The light of Jesus dispels the darkness of Satan. The grace of Jesus conquers the sins we commit and even the 
addictive power of sin in our hearts. The forgiveness of Jesus is greater than the judgment and condemnation of our 
arrogant disobedience. 
 
Yes, Jesus knew what Judas was up to that night. But when did he know? It isn’t clear. One thing that does seem 
clear to me is that Jesus did not pick Judas back at the start of his ministry and manipulate him to that awful deed.  
 
If Judas betrayed the Son of Man because God willed and arranged the event, he was obedient rather than disobedient 
to the divine will and thus should be honored rather than despised for his deed. Judas wound up fulfilling a divine 
prediction, but the ability to predict accurately testifies to God’s timelessness (i.e., ability to know past, present, and 
future simultaneously) rather than to his activity in bringing about all things that happen. 
 
Who would have ever thought that Jesus would be betrayed, and by one of His 12 disciples? Answer: none of the 12, 
except for Judas. The Gospels do not really mention Judas all that often, but we do read of Judas being sent out by 
Jesus, along with the other 11 (Matthew 10:1ff.; Mark 3:19; Luke 9:1ff.).  
 
Imagine, Judas was used of our Lord to manifest His power over the demons, and over every kind of illness: “He 
called his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits so they could cast them out and heal every 
kind of disease and sickness” (Matthew 10:1). 
 
Who would have ever imagined that he would refuse to trust in Jesus as his Messiah?  
 
Think of all the miracles which took place before the eyes of Judas. He witnessed the casting out of demons, the 
giving of sight to the blind (even a man born blind—John 9), and the raising of the dead (e.g., John 11). He was there 
when Jesus stilled the storm (see Luke 8:22-25) and when He walked on the sea (John 6:19-21). He took part in the 
feeding of the 5,000 (John 6:1-14) and then of the 4,000 (Matthew 15:29-39). Each of the other disciples grew in 
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their faith at each new manifestation of our Lord’s power, love, mercy, and holiness. Not so with Judas. 
 
And yet Judas seems to be the last one any of the disciples would have suspected of being the betrayer of whom our 
Lord was speaking. He seems to have been seated in the place of honor at the Last Supper, beside our Lord. He was 
the one entrusted with the money that was given to our Lord (John 12:6). Even when Jesus indicated that Judas was 
His betrayer by giving him the bread, the disciples still did not recognize him for who he really was. In this sense, I 
think, Judas was just like his “real father,” the devil: 

13 For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 
14 And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is not 
surprising his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness, whose end will 
correspond to their actions (2 Corinthians 11:13-15). 

 
A dark shadow now falls across the scene as Jesus deals with Judas, the traitor. Judas was the treasurer of the group 
(12:6) and was certainly held in high regard by his fellow disciples. 
 
At this hour, Jesus had TWO great concerns: (1) to fulfill the Word of God (13:18-30), and (2) to magnify the glory 
of God (vs. 31-35). 
 
Jesus tells His disciples that what He is saying does not apply to all of them. His words apply to those whom He has 
chosen. The inference is clear: there is someone among them whom He has not chosen, who is not a true believer. It 
is to this person that our Lord’s words do not apply. But what has Jesus been “saying” that doesn’t apply to Judas? In 
particular, I think it is the words of verse 17: “If you understand these things, you will be blessed if you do them.” 
 
Jesus has been speaking of following His example by serving one another. They, as His disciples, are to do as their 
Master has shown them. But Judas is not truly one of our Lord’s own; he is not a true disciple of Jesus. He, of course, 
is not “clean,” as the other disciples are (13:10-11). Jesus has just said that the real blessing is not just in knowing 
and understanding what He has taught them, but in doing what He commands. If they (His disciples) do what He has 
commanded, they will be blessed. Good works are of great benefit to the Christian.  
 
They contribute nothing to his salvation, but they do evidence true conversion, and they are the basis for the 
believer’s rewards. Good works benefit the Christian, but good works don’t benefit the unbeliever. When good works 
are done apart from faith in Jesus Christ for salvation and sanctification, they are actually an insult to God. 
Unbelievers who work to please Him while rejecting His Son are saying, in effect, “No thanks. I don’t need your 
righteousness, I’ll just produce my own. And so I won’t need your Son, either.”  
 
Trusting and obeying God is a blessing; working hard to please God by our own efforts is an offense. Thus, only the 
Christian can be truly blessed by doing what God commands. 
 
The things of which our Lord is speaking to His disciples are very important, and of great value to His true disciples 
(excluding Judas). His words are prophetic, spelling out what the future holds for Him and for Judas. The things of 
which He is speaking actually fulfill prophecy. Judas, who is reclining beside Jesus, and is about to take the bread 
which He offers, is one whose terrible betrayal has been foretold. John now cites Psalm 41:9, which says, ‘The one 
who eats my bread has turned against me.’  
 
It was a very significant thing to sit at a man’s table and to eat his bread. In the ancient world, sharing a meal together 
was almost to make a covenant (in fact covenants were often made in association with a meal).2 You will remember 
the story of Lot, who invites perfect strangers into his home in Sodom, and then makes a shocking offer to the men of 
Sodom, in an attempt to protect his guests:  

1 Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When 
Lot saw them, he rose to meet them, and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground. 2 And he 
said, “Here now, my lords, please turn in to your servant’s house and spend the night, and wash 
your feet; then you may rise early and go on your way.” And they said, “No, but we will spend the 
night in the open square.” 3 But he insisted strongly; so they turned in to him and entered his house. 
Then he made them a feast, and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 4 Now before they lay down, 

                                                 
2 See Exodus 24:9-11.  
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the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both old and young, all the people from every quarter, 
surrounded the house. 5 And they called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to 
you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may know them carnally.” 6 So Lot went out to them 
through the doorway, shut the door behind him, 7 and said, “Please, my brethren, do not do so 
wickedly! 8 See now, I have two daughters who have not known a man; please, let me bring them out 
to you, and you may do to them as you wish; only do nothing to these men, since this is the reason 
they have come under the shadow of my roof” (Genesis 19:1-8, NKJV). 

To share a meal with guests was to offer them not only provisions, but protection. Lot was so committed to his 
obligation to protect these “strangers” that he was willing to sacrifice the sexual purity of his daughters to protect his 
guests. I don’t pretend to comprehend this, or to defend it. I am simply pointing out that in the ancient Jewish (and 
perhaps more broadly, the Near Eastern) culture, inviting a man into one’s home and to his table was a most 
significant act.  
 
If the host made such commitments to his guest(s), one would expect the guest to reciprocate in some way. And yet 
the one who sat at our Lord’s table and ate His bread actually betrayed Him. What a horrible thing Judas is about to 
do to His Master, and immediately after eating His bread.  
 
John wants us to see that all this was prophesied ahead of time. He wants His disciples to know that much prophecy 
will not be understood at the time it is being fulfilled, but in hindsight, it can be seen clearly.3 Jesus is not telling His 
disciples these things so that they will understand Him and believe what He has said at that very moment. He tells 
them these things which will occur in the future so that they will believe when these prophecies are fulfilled. Then 
His disciples will know that Jesus was in full control, bringing about that which the Father had purposed in eternity 
past. In His earthly sojourn, Jesus was always in control. He was never, a helpless victim. 
 
In verses 19 and 20, Jesus makes it very clear that all of this is about believing in Him. Jesus tells His disciples what 
is going to happen ahead of time, so that when these things take place they will remember He told them beforehand 
and believe in Him as the Messiah.4  
 
While Jesus is indirectly exposing Judas as an unbeliever here, His emphasis is on believing, believing in Him. This 
is the thrust of verse 20. Whoever accepts the one Jesus sends (and He will soon be sending them out, as we see in 
the “Great Commission”—Matthew 28:18-20) accepts Jesus Himself. Whoever accepts Jesus as God’s “sent One” 
(see John 1:1-18) accepts the Father, who sent Him.  
 
Although these words seem to be directed to His believing disciples, I cannot help but wonder if this is not also one 
last appeal to Judas to believe. To betray Jesus is certainly the opposite of believing in Him. 
 
He quotes from Psalm 41:9: "Even my close friend, whom I trusted, he who shared my bread, has lifted up his heel 
against me." 
 
Jesus was concerned that Judas' treachery would not weaken His disciples' faith. This is why He related it to the  
Word of God: when the disciples saw all of this fulfilled, it would make their faith stronger (see John 8:28). Judas 
had been disloyal, but He expected them to be loyal to Him and His cause. 
 
After all, He was God the Son sent by God the Father. They were the Christ's chosen representatives; to receive them 
would be the same as receiving the Father and the Son: “I tell you the truth, whoever accepts anyone Isend 
acceptsme; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.” 
 
The remarkable thing is that the others at the table with Jesus did not know that Judas was an unbeliever and a traitor. 
Up to the very hour of his treachery, Judas  was protected by the Savior whom he betrayed. 
 

 
I. Judas, the Trusted Apostle 

                                                 
3 See Isaiah 48:5-7. 
4 Our text reads, “… so that when it happens you may believe that I am he.” The “I am” is, of course, significant, and 

the “he” must be referring to His identity as Israel’s Messiah. 
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Very little is known about Judas Iscariot until the last week of Jesus life.  Until then, only his name, the 
accompanying derogatory remarks, and one other reference is ever made about him.  This other reference is found in 
John 6:70 where Jesus stated to Peter, "Did I not choose you, the twelve, and one of you is a devil?"  John states in 
the following verse that Jesus "spoke of Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was to betray 
him".  These references paint a negative picture of Judas Iscariot, but remember Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 
wrote their gospel accounts after the fact, thereby prejudicing their views of Judas because of what he had done. 
 
Until Judas Iscariot committed his betrayal act, the apostles apparently placed great trust in Judas.  They made him 
their treasurer and entrusted him with the financial affairs of the group (John 13:29).  This, in spite of the fact that 
Matthew would have been the logical member of the group to perform this important duty because of his 
background, training and experience as a tax collector.  At the Last Supper, it is thought that 
 
Judas held the seat of honor next to Jesus, sitting to his left.  If so, Jesus would have been reclining on Judas at the 
table and, as the host, would have been passing the prepared food to Judas first.  This appears to have been the case 
when Jesus said he would pass the morsel of food to the one that was to betray him (John 13:26).  When Judas left 
the table to perform his infamous betrayal, none of the other apostles suspected anything, for they assumed he was 
leaving to perform a noble deed or purchase additional supplies (John 13:29);  it being a tradition among the Jews to 
give something to the poor on the passover night.  The apostles must have put complete trust in Judas until the very 
moment of his evil deed. 
 
II. Judas, the Treacherous Apostle 
As the last days of Jesus' life on earth unfold, additional glimpses of Judas Iscariot are shown.  Two days before the 
Passover, Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper (Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; Luke 7:37-38; John 
12:1-8).  A supper had been prepared for Jesus; Martha was serving and her brother Lazarus was seated at the table 
with Jesus (John 12:2).  Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus, brought an alabaster jar of very expensive ointment - 
a pound of pure nard, and poured it on the head of Jesus as he sat at the table (Matthew 26:7; Mark 14:3; John 12:3).  
She wiped his feet with her hair (John 12:3).  The house filled with the fragrance of the ointment (John 12:3).  When 
the apostles saw what took place, Judas Iscariot said, "Why was this ointment wasted?  For this ointment might have 
been sold for more than three hundred denani, and given to the poor" (Mark 14:4-5).   
 
John's account explains Judas' motive for his remark, "This he said, not that he cared for the poor but because he was 
a thief, and as he had the money box he used to take what was put into it" (John 12:6).  Thus Judas was found to 
possess the root of all evil - the love of money (I Timothy 6:10).  It may have been Judas that the apostle was 
referring to when he wrote, "It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced their 
hearts with many pangs." (I Timothy 6:10).  If only Judas could have known the words of Hebrews 13:5, "Keep your 
life free from love of money, and be content with what you have." 
 
Money was Judas' main motivation for betraying Jesus.  He bargained with the chief priests to betray Jesus for thirty 
pieces of silver (Matthew 26:14-16; Mark 14:10-11; Luke 22:3-6).  Thirty pieces of silver was the price of a good 
slave; the wages of the foolish shepherd in Zechariah 11:12-13.  Judas had seen Jesus escape from hostile crowds in 
the past (Luke 4:29-30; John 8:59; 10:31,39).  In his own mind Judas probably reasoned that Jesus would do it once 
again.  He would be thirty pieces of silver richer and Jesus would still remain free.  What could be better? But this 
time things did not go as Judas had expected they would.  Jesus did not try to escape.  He was arrested and taken 
away by the crowd. Judas had made a terrible error. in judgement.  He had found out what happens when Satan 
enters your heart (Luke 22:3; John 13:2).  Even an appeal from Jesus himself had not stopped him.  When Jesus told 
the apostles that one of them would betray him (Matthew 26:21-25; Mark 14:18-21; Luke 22:21-23; John 13:18-30), 
Judas had asked, "Is it I, Master?" and Jesus had said to him, "You have said so." (Matthew 26:25). 
 
III. Judas, the Terminated Apostle 
When Judas realized that Jesus wasn't going to escape from his captors, he began to rethink his plan.  He repented 
and took back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders saying, "I have sinned in betraying innocent 
blood" (Matthew 27:4).  But the chief priests and elders would not take back the money saying, "What is it to us?  
See to it yourself" (Matthew 27:4).  Judas then threw down the money in the temple and departed.  He then went out 
and hanged himself (Matthew 27:5).  His body later fell and burst open (Acts 1:18). 
 
Conclusion of Lesson 
Judas had tried to make things right with himself and Jesus.  He had urged the chief priests and elders to take the 
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money back, hopeing possibly that they would let Jesus go.  When that attempt failed, he lost all sense of reality.  He 
forgot what he had seen Jesus do in the past forgive the sins of other people - the paralytic let down through the roof 
(Matthew 9:2-8; Mark 2:1-5; Luke 5:17-26); the Samaritan woman at Jacob's well (John 4:7-26), the man who had 
been lame for thirty-eight years (John 5:2-14); the woman caught in adultery (John 8:3-11). 
 
Time and time again he had seen the bad situations Peter had gotten himself into, seen him turn to Jesus for help, and 
each time be restored to the good graces of the Lord.  He had heard Jesus teaching, "if you do not forgive men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses" (Matthew 6:15); and "Come unto me all who labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls" (Matthew 11:28).  He had heard Jesus' reply to Peter's question about 
how many times a brother should be forgiven, M1 do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven" (Matthew 
18:21)   He had heard Jesus teach that, "All sins will be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemes they 
utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin" (Mark 
3:28-29).  He had seen the compassion Jesus had for men and women who were possessed of demons. 
 
Yes, he had seen and heard all this, but he did not apply what he had seen and heard to his own situation he found 
himself in.  He thought life wasn't worth living and that Jesus would never forgive him.  He did not give himself a 
second chance.  He forgot the compassion and comfort available to him through Jesus.  He took matters into his own 
hands and committed suicide. 
 
When life's burdens crumble in around you, suicide is not the answer. When you think you are in bad situations that 
you can never get out of, suicide is not the answer.  When you have done things that you think you can't forgive 
yourself for, suicide is not the answer answer.'  Christ is the answer!  He can made life's darkest hour light again. He 
can turn night into day.  He can restore your self-respect and help you work your problems out.  He can be the 
lighthouse in the storm.  Don’t give up on yourself; give yourself to Jesus.  Suicide is not the answer, but the Savior 
is! 
 
The Hill of Regret by Max Lucado 
While Jesus was climbing up the hill of Calvary, Judas was climbing another hill; the hill of regret. He walked it 
alone. Its trail was rock-strewn with shame and hurt. Its landscape was as barren as his soul. Thorns of remorse tore 
at his ankles and calves. The lips that had kissed a king were cracked with grief And on his shoulders he bore a 
burden that bowed his back-his own failure. 
 
Why Judas betrayed his master is really not important. Whether motivated by anger or greed, the end result was the 
same-regret. A few years ago I visited the Supreme Court. As I sat in the visitor's chambers, I observed the splendor 
of the scene. The chief justice was flanked by his colleagues. Robed in honor, they were the apex of justice. They 
represented the efforts of countless minds through thousands of decades. Here was man's best effort to deal with his 
own failures. 
 
How pointless it would be, I thought to myself, if I approached the bench and requested forgiveness for my mistakes. 
Forgiveness for talking back to my fifth grade teacher. Forgiveness for being disloyal to my 
friends. Forgiveness for pledging “I won’t” on Sunday and saying “I will” on Monday. Forgiveness for the countless 
hours I have spent wandering in society’s gutters. 
 
It would be pointless because the judge could do nothing. Maybe a few days in jail to appease my guilt, but 
forgiveness? It wasn't his to give. Maybe that's why so many of us spend so many hours on the hill of regret. We 
haven't found a way to forgive ourselves. 
 
So up the hill we trudge. Weary, wounded hearts wrestling with unresolved mistakes. Sighs of anxiety. Tears of 
frustration. Words of rationalization. Moans of doubt. For some the pain is on the surface. For others the hurt is 
submerged, buried in a rarely touched 3ubsrrata of bad memories. Parents, lovers, professionals. Some trying to 
forget, others trying to remember, all trying to cope. We walk silently in single file with leg irons of guilt. Paul was 
the man who posed the question that is on all of our lips, "Who will rescue me from this body of death?" 
At the trail's end there are two trees. 
 
One is weathered and leafless. It is dead but still sturdy. Its bark is gone, leaving smooth wood bleached white by the 
years. Twigs and buds no longer sprout, only bare branches fork from the trunk. On the strongest of these branches is 
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tied a hangman's noose. It was here that Judas dealt with his failure. 
 
If only Judas had looked at the adjacent tree. It is also dead; its wood is also smooth. But there is no noose tied its 
crossbeam. No more death on this tree. Once was enough. One death for all. 
 
Those of us who have also betrayed Jesus know better than to be too hard on Judas for choosing the tree he did. To 
think that Jesus would really unburden our shoulders and unshackle our legs after all we've done to him is not easy to 
believe. In fact, it takes just as much faith to believe that Jesus can look past my betrayals as it does to believe that he 
rose from the dead. Both are just as miraculous. 
 
What a pair, these two trees. Only a few feet from the tree of despair stands the tree of hope. Life so paradoxically 
close to death. Goodness within arm's reach of darkness. A hangman's noose and a life preserver swinging in the 
same shadow. 
 
But here they stand. 

 
One can't help but be a bit stunned by the inconceivability of it all. Why does Jesus stand on life's most barren hill 
and await me with outstretched, nail-pierced hands? A "crazy, holy grace" it has been called. A type of grace that 
doesn't holdup to logic. But then I guess grace doesn't have to be logical. If it did, it wouldn't be grace. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
\ 
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A Closer Look at the Cross Series 
#7 Sorrow, Celebration, and Self-examination 
A closer look into the three hours of darkness that occurred at the cross. 

 
I. God Is the Creator of the Universe 
(Psalms 33:6 NIV) "By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his 
mouth." 
  
(Psalms 102:25 NIV) "In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work 
of your hands." 
  
(Hebrews 11:3 NIV) "By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what 
is seen was not made out of what was visible." 
 
II. As Creator, God Sometimes Used the Natural World to Accomplish His Will 
A. Old Testament Examples - Localized Events 

1. Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed by fire and brimstone (Gen. 19:15-29)  
2. Egypt inflicted with plagues because people of Israel retained (Exodus 7:8-12:36)  
3. Earthquake consumes families and households of 250 wicked men of Israel; men consumed 

by fire from heaven (Num. 16:31-34)  
B. Old Testament Examples – Worldwide events  

1. The earth flooded by water (Exo. 7:9-8:2)  
2. The rainbow placed in the sky (Gen. 9:13-17)  
3. The sun stands still "about a whole day" (Joshua 10:12-15)  

B. Testament Examples - Localized Events  
1. The Storm Stilled on Sea of Galilee by Jesus (Luke 8:22-25; Matthew 8:23-27; Mark 4:35-

41)  
2. An Earthquake Opens Prison Doors for Paul and Silas (Acts 16:19-40)  
3. An Earthquake Occurs and Rocks Split Open at Jesus' Death (Matthew 27:51)  
4. The Curtain of the Temple Torn in Half at Jesus' Death (Matthew 27:51; Mark 15:38; Luke 

23:45)  
B. New Testament Examples - Worldwide Events  
1. The Wise Men See a Star Appear in the East at the Birth of Jesus, Guides Them to the House Where 

Jesus Was (Matthew 2: 1-12)  
2. The Three Unusual Hours of Darkness Before the Death of Jesus (Matthew 27:45; Mark 15:33; 

Luke 23:44).  
 
Matt. 27:45-50; Mark 15:33-37; Luke 23:44-46; John 19:28-30 
MK 15:33 [MK 15:]33At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour. 
 
LK 23:45 [LK 23:]45For the sun stopped shining. 
 
MK 15:34-35 [MK 15:]34And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”—
which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”NIV-12-14 
35When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.” 
 
Between noon and 3 P.M. darkness covers Judea. This is the first of three phenomena that accompany Jesus’ death. It 
is a supernatural sign of judgment (cf. Amos 8:9-10) which cannot adequately be explained naturalistically. For 
example, an eclipse doesn’t last for three hours nor does it occur during the full moon of Passover. A sirocco (a 
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desert windstorm) would hardly cover the land in complete darkness as if “the sun stopped shining.”12-65 No, the hand 
of God shrouded the land. 
 
After only six hours on the cross, Jesus dies. He cries out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi…”12-66 This fourth saying from 
the cross is perhaps the most theologically significant and perhaps too deep for us to fully appreciate. But it seems to 
point in at least two directions. First, Jesus is calling us back to Psalm 22:1 by quoting it verbatim. This passage is an 
incredibly clear prediction of Jesus’ crucifixion. It serves as a poignant reminder that this is God’s plan and it is still 
under his control no matter what it looks like on the surface. What is most striking about this Psalm, however, is that 
it was written about 1000 B.C., a full 600 years before crucifixion was in vogue. We are also impressed that the Psalm 
of the Good Shepherd (Ps 23) is prefaced by the Psalm of God’s Sacrificial Lamb (Ps 22). 
 
Secondly, Jesus is not merely quoting Psalm 22:1; he is describing his present and insufferable separation from his 
Heavenly Father. From eternity past, Jesus has never known what it was like to be alienated from God’s presence. 
While we want to studiously avoid the error of the Gnostics and docetics who believed that Jesus ceased to be God in 
this moment, we do affirm that the Father, at some level, turns his back on Jesus as he becomes the embodiment of 
sin (2 Cor 5:21; cf. Rom 3:26; Gal 3:13). Jesus is forsaken by God, that is, he is abandoned, left without God’s 
resources or intervention, to suffer and die alone.12-67 But this word pops up again in Acts 2:27, 31 to describe how 
God did NOT abandon Jesus in the grave. God’s abandonment may be harsh, but it is only temporary. Even Psalm 22 
ends with a note of victory. After all, behind the cross is an empty tomb. 
 
JN 19:28 WITH MT 27:48; MK 15:36 28Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture 
would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29A jar of wine vinegar was there, so [immediatelyMT] they [one 
manMK] soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 
 
MT 27:49 WITH MK 15:36 49The rest said [he said,MK] “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take 
him down.” 
 
JN 19:30 30When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” 
 
 LK 23:46 WITH JN 19:30 46[With that, heJN] called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my 
spirit.” When he had said this he breathed his last, [bowed his head, and gave up his spirit.JN] 
 
John interprets Jesus’ fifth statement from the cross as a prophetic fulfillment, probably alluding to Psalm 69:21. 
Jesus asks for a drink and one of the men standing there responds immediately. He is likely a soldier who dips a 
sponge into his own stash. This wine vinegar is a poor-man’s brew. It is a bit sour but a great thirst quencher. This 
time they apparently don’t mix it with myrrh. He puts the sponge on a stick and lifts it to Jesus’ lips before anyone 
really knew what was happening.12-68 The crowd says, “Hey, leave him alone. We want to see if Elijah is going to 
come and save him.” Because they misheard “Eloi” for “Elijah” this provides one last opportunity to mock Jesus. 
Since Elijah never actually died, the Jews expected him to return literally as a precursor to the Messiah based on 
Malachi 4:5. Now that Jesus is “praying to Elijah” this would provide one last point of ridicule. 
 
Their derision is cut short. As soon as Jesus receives the drink he said, “It is finished” and then shouted, “Father, into 
your hands I commit my spirit.” With that he takes one last breath, bows his head and releases his spirit. But what 
exactly was finished? His life? NO!… Easter’s on its way! His work on earth was done (Heb 9:26; 10:12-14). The 
perfect verb tense [tetelestai] highlights the total completion of his task. He had accomplished what he had come here 
to do (Mt 20:28; Mk 10:45). In addition, some have speculated that Jesus is again alluding to Psalm 22, this time to 
the very last line, where God completes his task. 
 
Even with his last breath he was alluding to Scripture. “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit” is likely taken 
from Psalm 31:5. Liefeld says that it was part of the Jews’ evening prayer (p. 1045). In turning to the Psalm itself, 
there is much there that would be relevant to Jesus at this very moment: 
 
Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my rescue; be my rock of refuge, a strong fortress to save me. Free me from the 
trap that is set for me, for you are my refuge. Into your hands I commit my spirit; redeem me, O LORD, the God of 
truth. I will be glad and rejoice in your love, for you saw my affliction and knew the anguish of my soul. Because of 
all my enemies, I am the utter contempt of my neighbors; I am a dread to my friends—those who see me on the street 
flee from me. I am forgotten by them as though I were dead; I have become like broken pottery. For I hear the 
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slander of many; there is terror on every side; they conspire against me and plot to take my life. But I trust in you, O 
LORD; I say, “You are my God.” In my alarm I said, “I am cut off from your sight!” Yet you heard my cry for mercy 
when I called to you for help. Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the LORD (Ps 31:2, 4-5, 7, 11-14, 22, 24). 

 
Some years ago as I was driving to a meeting on what is called Good Friday morning, I heard a radio program on 
which the speaker was making an attempt to acknowledge it as a very special day. It was a day he said, when a 
certain man was prosecuted for crimes he did not commit and, although innocent, was sentenced to death. The 
speaker was of course talking about the crucifixion of Christ. He commented on the inspiration of that special Person 
and of all others like Him who stand unflinchingly for what they believe in, disregarding the consequences. 
 
But as well-meaning as that speaker may have been, he utterly missed the true significance of Jesus’ death. Like most 
people in Western society, he knew many of the bare facts of the crucifixion but had no grasp of its meaning apart 
from the obvious travesty of human justice. And from what was said on that program, Jesus’ resurrection was 
considered to be more myth and legend than history. No divine purpose, activity, or accomplishment were so much 
as hinted at. 
 
As noted in a previous chapter, by the time of Christ the Romans had crucified some 30,000 men in Palestine alone. 
It seems probable that some of whose men were also innocent of the charges against them. The majority of them 
were executed for insurrection and doubtlessly were sincere patriots who hoped to free their people from oppression. 
They died nobly for a cause they believed in. Why, then, we may ask, does history remember the name of only one of 
those men? 
 
The answer is clear almost from the opening words of Scripture. The sin of Adam and Eve not only caused their own 
fall and that of all their descendants but also brought corruption of the entire earth. It was for that reason Paul 
declared that the physical world groans like a woman in childbirth, longing to be restored to its God-designed 
perfection (Rom. 8:19-22). 
 
Immediately after the Fall, God gave the first veiled promise of deliverance from the sin that had cursed mankind and 
the rest of the world. He told Satan, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her 
seed; he shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel” (Gen. 3:15). Because men, not women, 
carry the seed of procreation, the seed of Eve was a prediction of the virgin birth of Christ, who would have no 
human father and who would be bruised temporarily “on the heel” by Satan but would bruise Satan permanently “on 
the head.” 
 
When God provided the ram as a substitute for Isaac, whom He had ordered his father, Abraham, to sacrifice (Gen. 
22:1-14), He provided a beautiful picture of the sacrificial offering of His own Son, Jesus Christ—except that for 
Him no substitute was or could be provided. And through the animal sacrifices prescribed in the law of Moses, God 
portrayed to His people the necessity of shedding blood for the remission of sin. But the blood of those animals had 
no power to remove the slightest sin, and the sacrifices had to be repeated continuously throughout the history of 
Israel. Yet imperfect as they were, they nevertheless pictured the true, sufficient, and once-for-all sacrifice for sins 
that Christ’s blood shed on the cross would provide. Only one of the 30,000 crucified died for the sins of the world! 
 
Isaiah graphically predicted that the coming Messiah would be “pierced through for our transgressions,… crushed 
for our iniquities,” carrying in His own body the sins of all fallen mankind (Isa. 53:5). Zechariah predicted that one 
day God’s chosen people will turn as a nation to the One whom they had pierced, “and they will mourn for Him, as 
one mourns for an only son,’ (Zech. 12:10). 
 
In the New Testament Paul explains that on the cross Christ was made a curse for us who deserve to be cursed (Gal. 
3:13). Peter declares that He “died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us to 
God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit” (1 Pet. 3:18; cf. Heb. 9:28), and John speaks 
of Christ as the supreme sacrificial “Lamb who has been slain,’ (Rev. 13:8). 
 
But nowhere in Scripture is the meaning of the cross delineated more powerfully than in Matthew 27:45-53, which 
records six miracles that form Almighty God’s own commentary on the meaning of the cross.  
 
While Christ hung on the cross, some miraculous events happened – events which demonstrated perfectly that the 
cross was a triumph, not a tragedy. The cross was the Messiah’s great triumph! 
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As we have been reading the story of the Crucifixion, everything seems to have been happening very quickly; but in 
reality the hours were slipping past.  It is Mark who is most precise in his note of time.  He tells us that Jesus was 
crucified at the third hour, that is at nine o'clock in the morning (Mark 15:25), and that he died at the ninth hour, that 
is at three o'clock in the afternoon (Mark 15:34).  That is to say, Jesus hung on the Cross for six hours.  For him the 
agony was mercifully brief, for it often happened that criminals hung upon their crosses for days before death came 
to them. 
 
In verse 46 we have what must be the most staggering sentence in the gospel record, the cry of Jesus:  "My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?"  That is a saying before which we must bow in reverence, and yet at the same time 
we must try to understand.  There have been many attempts to penetrate behind its mystery; we can look only at 
three. 
 
(i)  It is strange how Psalm 22 runs through the whole Crucifixion narrative; and this saying is actually the first verse 
of that Psalm.  Later on it says, "All who seek me mock at me, they make mouths at me, they wag their heads; 'He 
committed his cause to the Lord; let him deliver him, let him rescue him, for he delights in him!'" (Psalm 22:7, 8).  
Still further on we read:  "They divide my garments among them, and for my raiment they cast lots" (Psalm 22:18).  
Psalm 22 is interwoven with the whole Crucifixion story. 
 
It has been suggested that Jesus was, in fact, repeating that Psalm to himself; and, though it begins in complete 
dejection, it ends in soaring triumph-"From thee comes my praise in the great congregation . . . .  For dominion 
belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations" (Psalm 22:25-31).  So it is suggested that Jesus was repeating 
Psalm 22 on the Cross, as a picture of his own situation, and as a song of his trust and confidence, well knowing that 
it began in the depths, but that it finished on the heights. 
 
It is an attractive suggestion; but on a cross a man does not repeat poetry to himself, even the poetry of a psalm; and 
besides that, the whole atmosphere is one of unrelieved tragedy. 
 
(ii)  It is suggested that in that moment the weight of the world's sin fell upon the heart and the being of Jesus; that 
that was the moment when he who knew no sin was made sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21); and that the penalty which 
he bore for us was the inevitable separation from God which sin brings.  No man may say that that is not true; but, if 
it is, it is a mystery which we can only state and at which we can only wonder. 
 
(iii)  It may be that there is something-if we may put it so-more human here.  It seems to me that Jesus would not be 
Jesus unless he had plumbed the uttermost depths of human experience.  In human experience, as life goes on and as 
bitter tragedy enters into it, there come times when we feel that God has forgotten us; when we are immersed in a 
situation beyond our understanding and feel bereft even of God.  It seems to me that that is what happened to Jesus 
here.  We have seen in the garden that Jesus knew only that he had to go on, because to go on was God's will, and he 
must accept what even he could not fully understand.  Here we see Jesus plumbing the uttermost depths of the human 
situation, so that there might be no place that we might go where he has not been before. 
 
Those who listened did not understand.  Some thought he was calling on Elijah; they must have been Jews.  One of 
the great gods of the pagans was the sun-Helios.  A cry to the sun god would have begun "Helie!" and it has been 
suggested that the soldiers may have thought that Jesus was crying to the greatest of the pagan gods.  In any event, 
his cry was to the watchers a mystery. 
 
But here is the point.  It would have been a terrible thing if Jesus had died with a cry like that upon his lips-but he did 
not.  The narrative goes on to tell us that, when he shouted with a great shout, he gave up his spirit.  That great shout 
left its mark upon men's minds.  It is in every one of the gospels (Matthew 27:50; Mark 15:37; Luke 23:46).  But 
there is one gospel which goes further.  John tells us that Jesus died with a shout:  "It is finished" (John 19:30).  It is 
finished is in English three words; but in Greek it is one-Tetelestai-as it would also be in Aramaic.  And tetelestai is 
the victor's shout; it is the cry of the man who has completed his task; it is the cry of the man who has won through 
the struggle; it is the cry of the man who has come out of the dark into the glory of the light, and who has grasped the 
crown.  So, then, Jesus died a victor with a shout of triumph on his lips. 
 
Here is the precious thing.  Jesus passed through the uttermost abyss, and then the light broke.  If we too cling to 
God, even when there seems to be no God, desperately and invincibly clutching the remnants of our faith, quite 
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certainly the dawn will break and we will win through.  The victor is the man who refuses to believe that God has 
forgotten him, even when every fibre of his being feels that he is forsaken.  The victor is the man who will never let 
go his faith, even when he feels that its last grounds are gone.  The victor is the man who has been beaten to the 
depths and still holds on to God, for that is what Jesus did. 
 
Eight events show this clearly. 
 1. The terrifying darkness (v.45). 
 2. The mysterious, loud cry (v.46-49). 
 3. The great shout of triumph and the yielding up of Jesus’ spirit (v.50). 
 4. The great veil of the temple torn: from top to bottom (v.51). 
 5. The terrifying earthquake (v.51). 
 6. The resurrection of many saints (v.52-53). 
 7. The confession of the centurion and others (v.54). 
 8. The courage and love of the women (v.55-56). 
  
(27:45) Jesus Christ, Death—Earth, Darkness: the terrifying darkness. A supernatural darkness hung 
over the land from the sixth to the ninth hour, or according to our time from noon to 3 p.m. 
 Think for a moment. Just imagine... 
  Who it was hanging on the cross... 

• God’s only Son, the Sovereign Lord of all beings, both visible and invisible (cp. Col. 1:16). 
• The great architect and creator of the whole universe, of all nature. 

 
  What He was doing there on the cross... 

• Bearing the sins of all men. 
• Bearing the judgment and wrath of God against sin for all men. 
• Dying the death of man for all men. 
• Doing all that was necessary to free men from sin, death, and judgment so that they might live 

forever. 
 
  What the depth of God’s plan is... 

 “O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? 
or who hath been his counsellor? Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed 
unto him again? For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory 
for ever. Amen” (Romans 11:33-36). 

 
 When the facts are really meditated upon, is there any wonder that all things, including nature itself, 
were drastically affected by the death of God’s Son? The darkness demonstrated and symbolized several 
things. 
 1. The darkness demonstrated that Christ was definitely God’s Son. Before Him all mouths are to be 
stopped in fear and reverence. There is no doubt that fear and wonder stopped the mocking mouths of the 
crowd standing around the cross. There is no mention of jeering taking place during these hours. The crowd 
was stricken with a sense of terror, wondering just what was happening (Matthew 27:54). 

 “And he taketh with him Peter and James and John, and began to be sore amazed, and to be very 
heavy” (Mark 14:33). 
 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not 
condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God” (John 3:16-18). 
 “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
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which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:8-11). 

 
 2. The darkness symbolized the darkest day of human history. This was the day when the Son of God 
Himself was being put to death for the sins of men. 

 “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should 
live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed” (1 Peter 2:24). 
 “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18). 

 
 3. The darkness symbolized the darkness of sin: 

⇒ sin which demands darkness to carry on its acts. 
 “And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh 
to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God” (John 3:19-
21). 

 
⇒ sin which leads to the most terrible darkness of all—death. 

 “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (Romans 6:23). 

 
 4. The darkness symbolized the darkness of the human soul and its works. The darkness of the human 
soul was now being borne by the Son of God—all for man. 

 “So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he 
appear the second time without sin unto salvation” (Hebrews 9:28). 
 “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; wherein in time past ye 
walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the 
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: among whom also we all had our 
conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; 
and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in mercy, for his 
great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ, (by grace ye are saved)....But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made 
nigh by the blood of Christ” (Ephes. 2:1-5, 13). 
 “But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people” (Psalm 22:6). 

 
 5. The darkness symbolized the withdrawal of the light of God’s presence from the sinner. Christ hung 
upon the cross as the sinner—all for us—the sinner who was becoming sin for us. 

 “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that 
is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46). 
 “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). 

 
 6. The darkness symbolized the anger of God at sin. Sin and the sinner deserve nothing but the 
judgment of darkness. Sin deserves no light from God’s presence, none whatsoever. 

 “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree” (Galatians 3:13). 
 “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins: and not 
for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:1-2). 
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 “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:4-6). 

  
When Jesus was born, the night sky around Bethlehem was filled with  supernatural light as “the glory of 
the Lord shone around” the shepherds in the  field (Luke 2:9). John spoke of Jesus as “the light of men,’ 
and “the true light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man,’ (John 1:4, 9). Jesus spoke  of 
Himself as “the light of the world” (John 8:12; cf. 12:35-36).  
 
But the first miraculous sign that accompanied Jesus’ death was not glorious  light but dread darkness. 
From the sixth hour (noon), when the sun is at its zenith, supernatural darkness fell upon all the land 
until the ninth hour (3:00 P.M.). Jesus’ crucifixion had begun at the third hour, or 9:00 A.M. (Mark 
15:25), and when the darkness began He had been on the cross for three hours.  
 
During those first three hours, the silence was broken by Jesus only three times. The first was by His 
saying, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34), and a short while 
later He said to the penitent thief beside Him, “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise” 
(23:43). Shortly after that He said to His mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” and to John, “Behold your 
mother!” (John 19:26-27).  
 
At the beginning of the second three hours the great darkness fell upon all the land. The Greek geô (land) 
can also be translated earth, indicating the entire world. It is therefore not possible from the text to 
determine how widespread the darkness was. God was equally able, of course, to make the darkness local 
or universal. Shortly before the Exodus, He caused a great darkness to cover the land of Egypt (Ex. 10:14-
15), and some forty years later He caused the sun to “stand still,” probably by temporarily stopping the 
rotation of the earth (Josh. 10:12-13; cf. 2 Kings 20:9-11).  
 
Several interesting reports in extrabiblical literature suggest that the darkness at Jesus’ crucifixion was 
worldwide. The early church Father Origen (Against Celsus, 2.33) reported a statement by a Roman 
historian who mentioned such a darkness. Another church Father, Tertullian, wrote to some pagan 
acquaintances about an unusual darkness on that day, “which wonder is related in your own annals and 
preserved in your own archives to this day” There was also a supposed report from Pilate to Emperor 
Tiberius that assumed the emperor’s knowledge of a certain widespread darkness, even mentioning that it 
was from twelve to three in the afternoon.  
 
To describe this darkness Luke used the word ekleipoô, which has the literal meaning of failing, or 
ceasing to exist, and is the term from which eclipse is derived. But a normal astronomical eclipse would 
have been impossible during the crucifixion, because the sun and moon were far apart on that day. 
Regardless of its extent, therefore, the darkening of the sun was by the supernatural intervention of God. 
During that three-hour period, Luke explains, the sun was obscured (23:45).  
 
The purpose for the darkness is not explained in the gospels or elsewhere in Scripture, but according to the 
Babylonian Talmud many rabbis had long taught that darkening of the sun was a judgment of God on the 
world for an unusually heinous sin. If, indeed, that was God’s intention at the crucifixion, He presented a 
gigantic object lesson to the world regarding the greatest sin ever committed by fallen mankind.  
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Some interpreters have suggested the darkness was a means of God’s casting a great veil over the 
sufferings of Christ, and others that it was an act of divine fatherly sympathy given to cover the nakedness 
and dishonoring of His Son.  
 
But in light of many scriptural teachings and events, it would seem that the crucifixion darkness was indeed 
a mark of divine judgment. In speaking of Assyria’s being used by God to punish Israel, Isaiah spoke of 
“darkness and distress” that would cover the land, when “even the light is darkened by its clouds” (Isa. 
5:30). In describing the day of the Lord, the same prophet declared that “the stars of heaven and their 
constellations will not flash forth their light” and that “the sun will be dark when it rises, and the moon will 
not shed its light. Thus I will punish the world for its evil,” God said, “and the wicked for their iniquity” 
(13:10-11).  
 
Also speaking of the day of the Lord, the prophet Joel wrote of “a day of darkness and gloom, a day of 
clouds and thick darkness” (Joel 2:2). Amos asked rhetorically, “Will not the day of the Lord be darkness 
instead of light, even gloom with no brightness in it?” (Amos 5:20). Zephaniah wrote, “Listen, the day of 
the Lord! In it the warrior cries out bitterly. A day of wrath is that day, a day of trouble and distress, a day 
of destruction and desolation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness” (Zeph. 
1:14-15).  
 
In those Old Testament passages and many others the judgment of God is directly associated with darkness, 
and similar association is found in the New Testament. Peter declares that God cast the rebellious angels 
“into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment” (2 Pet. 2:4). In much the same 
words, Jude speaks of those angels being “kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the 
great day” (Jude 6). Jesus Himself frequently spoke of divine judgment in terms of “outer darkness,” where 
“there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 8:12; 22:13; 25:30).  
 
The cross was a place of immense divine judgment, where the sins of the world were poured out 
vicariously on the sinless, perfect Son. It was therefore appropriate that great supernatural darkness express 
God’s reaction to sin in that act of judgment. 
  
(Matthew 27:45 NIV) "From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land." 
Its Cause--The Sun's Light Failed (Luke 23:44). 

1. Not a lunar eclipse – Jewish Passover occurred during a full moon – a time when the moon 
would be ton the opposite side of the earth from the sun  

2. Roman astrologer Phlegon wrote that in the 14th year of Tiberius occurred "the greatest 
eclipse of the sun that was ever known…for the day was so turned into night that the stars 
appeared."  

Its Effects – like the three-day darkness on Egypt (Ex. 10:21-23)  
(Exodus 10:21-23 NIV) "Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand toward the sky so that 
darkness will spread over Egypt--darkness that can be felt." {22} So Moses stretched out his hand toward 
the sky, and total darkness covered all Egypt for three days. {23} No one could see anyone else or leave his 
place for three days. Yet all the Israelites had light in the places where they lived." 

1. A darkness that could be felt (vs. 21)  
2. A thick darkness (vs. 22)  
3. A darkness in which no one could be seen (vs. 23)  
4. A darkness in which no one moved (vs. 23)  

 
Its Scope  -- Covered the entire world (Luke 23:44; Amos 8:9)  
(Amos 8:9 NIV) ""In that day," declares the Sovereign LORD, "I will make the sun go down at noon and 
darken the earth in broad daylight."  
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(Luke 23:44 NIV) "It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth 
hour," 
 
Context of the Lesson 
God used the three hours of darkness at Calvary to accomplish His will 
I. The Events of the Darkness -- It Was a Time of Sorrow 
1. For God the Father 
God's only begotten son (John 3:16) hung on the cross with the sins of the world on his being (I Corinthians 
15:3). Jesus' earthly body bore the marks and bruises that resulted from the Roman soldiers beating and 
scourging him (Matthew 27:26-31); John 19:1-3; Mark 14:65; 15:16-20). The flesh of his nail-pierced 
hands (John 20:20, 25,27) tore and bled from the weight of his own body as he hung on the cross.  
 
The tragic sight of Jesus' suffering and death on the cross was more than even God himself wished to 
witness. The crucifixion scene, and the whole world along with it, were enclosed in unfathomable darkness 
for three long hours as God sorrowed and mourned the loss of his only Son. 
  
2. For Jesus the Son. 
From the time of his arrest until his death, Jesus still concerned himself with those people closest to him. At 
the time of his arrest, he asked that his apostles be allowed to go free (John 18:8). They then forsook him 
and fled (Matthew 26:56; Mark 14:50). As he was being taken to Golgatha, Jesus turned to the women 
accompanying the multitudes and told them not to weep for him (Luke 23:27-31). As he hung on the cross, 
he had compassion for one of the robbers that was crucified with him (Luke 23:39-43) and made provision 
for the future care of his mother (John 19:26-27). 
Then, after asking His heavenly father to forgive those who had crucified him (Luke 23:34), Jesus himself 
endured those three long hours of darkness. He felt alone, even to the point of being deserted by His own 
father (Matt. 27:46; Mark 15:34; Psalm 22:1). But even then, he sorrowed not for himself, but for the sins 
of the world he suffered and died to overcome. 
  
3. For Satan and his Angels 
The Prince of Darkness had long sought to undermine the ministry of Jesus. From the first temptations of 
Jesus in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13) until Jesus last temptation on the 
cross (Matthew 27:34; Mark 15:23), Satan had tried every power in his command to defeat Jesus. Jesus had 
resisted every temptation (Hebrews 2:18; 4:15). Now, at long last, Satan saw victory in his grasp. The 
prince of light hung dying on the cross. Even the world was darkened, he thought, to allow the forces of 
darkness to savor their triumph even more. It seemed a great day of evil triumphing over good. A day to 
rejoice. 
  
It was a Time of self-examination 
Every person who had personally come into contact with Jesus or who had learned of Jesus through word 
of mouth, now had three hours of darkness to examine their words and deeds, their thoughts and actions, 
their personal relationship with Jesus, their attitude toward him and his ministry. Three long hours in a 
darkness so thick that no one could be seen or move. A time to reflect on nothing except the cause of the 
darkness - the dying Son of God.  
 
Everyone had the same time and opportunity - his apostles, his disciples, the Roman soldiers, the 
multitudes, the two crucified criminals, Pilate and Herod, Barabbas the murderer, the women disciples, the 
Jewish council; those who loved him and those who hated him; both Jew and Gentile; Pharisee and 
Sadducee; male and female; slave and free. Three long hours to ponder their words, their deeds, their 
actions. 
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God used the three hours of darkness to proclaim to the entire world that the man Jesus hanging on the 
cross was the true Son of God, the Savior of mankind, the ultimate sacrifice for man's sins. God used the 
darkness to bring mankind to the realization that they were lost without Christ. 
  
God Is Still Using Darkness Today to Accomplish His Will.  
God allows man to be an independent being. He has the freedom of choice in matters of life. His decisions, 
and their resulting outcome, are entirely man's own doing. Man's decisions often bring him problems, 
troubles, suffering, pain, and agony - darkness in his life. Each of us have different degrees of darkness to 
deal with in our lives. As we weave the fabric of our lives, If we could but step back and see the big picture 
as God can we would see that these dark periods in our lives can actually result in beautiful patterns being 
formed. The patterns formed are entirely up to us, created by what we do with the darkness that comes Into 
our lives, how we choose to handle it or let it handle us. 
 
At the cross of Calvary, some of those present allowed the physical darkness to alert them to the spiritual 
darkness of sin in their lives. They used the darkness for good, and turned from their sins. How are you 
handling the darkness in your own life? 
  
Sovereign Departure  
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying “Eli, Eli,  lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, 
My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” And some of those who were standing there, when they heard it, began 
saying, “This man is calling for Elijah.” And immediately one of them ran, and taking a sponge, he filled it with sour 
wine, and put it on a reed, and gave Him a drink. But the rest of them said, “Let us see whether Elijah will come to 
save Him.” (27:46-49)  
 
(27:46-49) Jesus Christ, Separated from God: the mysterious, loud cry: “My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me.” This was the great separation, the moment when God forsook Christ, His only Son. 
What is the meaning of this shocking statement? The very idea that God could and would “forsake” His 
only Son staggers the human mind. Yet Christ shouted out: “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” The meaning cannot be ventured into lightly. The meaning requires reverence and much prayerful 
thought. But even then, even after an eternity of prayerful thought, the depth of the meaning remains 
fathomless and unreachable to man.  
 
Scripture indicates at least the following meanings. 
 1. “Why hast thou forsaken me?” Jesus sensed that God had withdrawn His presence from Him. He 
sensed that God was no longer with Him. 
 2. “Why hast thou forsaken me?” Jesus sensed that God had withdrawn His deliverance. Always in the 
past when Jesus was troubled, God had met His need. For example, God had sent a voice from heaven to 
assure Him (John 12:27-28); and when He was facing the cup in the garden of Gethsemane, God had even 
sent an angel to strengthen Him. But now, hanging upon the cross, God had forsaken Him. There was no 
deliverance from God. He was left all alone. 
 3. “Why hast thou forsaken me?” Jesus sensed that He was bearing the curse of God, the curse of 
separation from God, the curse of the judgment and condemnation of God against sin (cp. Galatians 3:13.  
 4. “Why hast thou forsaken me?” Jesus sensed that God’s life and holiness had left Him, that He had 
been delivered into the hands of the enemies of life and holiness, that is, into the hands of sin and death. He 
was being made sin and having to die. And both sin and death were foreign to God, alien to God’s nature 
which is life and holiness. Both sin and death stood as enemies of God and enemies to all that belonged to 
God. 

⇒ In becoming sin and in dying, Christ experienced all that was contrary to the nature of God—all 
that was involved in God separating Himself from sin and death.  

 Jesus’ cry was prophesied in Psalm 22:1. The reason God had to forsake Jesus is given in Psalm 22:3: 
“Thou art holy.” Jesus had “become sin” for many (2 Cor. 5:21). 



66 

 
⇒ Christ bore sin for man; therefore, He had to bear the penalty due man—the penalty of separation 

from a perfectly holy God. In all the mystery of His death, Scripture proclaims: “[Jesus] His own 
self bore our sins in His own body on the tree....” (1 Peter 2:24). 

 Note that some of the crowd misunderstood the words of Jesus’ cry. One had compassion and sought to 
help Him by giving Him a drink. But others stopped the man and superstitiously mocked by demanding 
that He be left alone to see if Elijah would come to save Him. 
 

 “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). 
 “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree” (Galatians 3:13). 
 “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man” 
(Hebrews 2:9). 
 “So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he 
appear the second time without sin unto salvation” (Hebrews 9:28). 
 “The reproaches of them that reproached thee are fall upon me” (Psalm 69:9). 
 “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). 
 “Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the 
strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the 
transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors” (Isaiah 
53:12). 

 
A second miracle occurred at about the ninth hour, or three o’clock in the  afternoon, through an inexplicable event 
that might be called sovereign  departure, as somehow God was separated from God.  
 
At that time Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama  sabachthani?” As Matthew explains, the 
Hebrew Eli (Mark uses the Aramaic  form, “Eloi,” 15:34) means, My God, and lama sabachthani means, why 
hast  Thou forsaken Me?  
 
Because Jesus was quoting the well-known Psalm 22, there could have been  little doubt in the minds of those who 
were standing there as to what Jesus was  saying. They had been taunting Him with His claim to be God’s Son (v. 
43), and an appeal for divine help would have been expected. Their saying, “This man is calling for Elijah,” was 
not conjecture about what He said but was simply an extension of their cruel, cynical mockery.  
 
In this unique and strange miracle, Jesus was crying out in anguish because of  the separation He now experienced 
from His heavenly Father for the first and only time in all of eternity. It is the only time of which we have record that 
Jesus did not address God as Father. Because the Son had taken sin upon Himself, the Father turned His back. That 
mystery is so great and imponderable that it is not surprising that Martin Luther is said to have gone into seclusion 
for a long time trying to understand it and came away as confused as when he began. In some  way and by some 
means, in the secrets of divine sovereignty and omnipotence, the God-Man was separated from God for a brief time 
at Calvary, as the furious wrath of the Father was poured out on the sinless Son, who in matchless grace  
became sin for those who believe in Him.  
 
Habakkuk declared of God, “Thine eyes are too pure to approve evil, and Thou canst not look on wickedness with 
favor” (Hab. 1:13). God turned His back when Jesus was on the cross because He could not look upon sin, even—or 
perhaps especially—in His own Son. Just as Jesus loudly lamented, God the Father had indeed forsaken Him.  
 
Jesus did not die as a martyr to a righteous cause or simply as an innocent man wrongly accused and condemned. 
Nor, as some suggest, did He die as a heroic gesture against man’s inhumanity to man. The Father could have looked 
favorably on such selfless deaths as those. But because Jesus died as a substitute sacrifice for the sins of the world, 
the righteous heavenly Father had to judge Him fully according to that sin.  
 



67 

 
The Father forsook the Son because the Son took upon Himself “our transgressions,… our iniquities” (Isa. 53:5). 
Jesus “was delivered up because of our transgression” (Rom. 4:25) and “died for our sins according to the  
Scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3). He “who knew no sin [became] sin on our behalf” (2 Cor. 5:21) and became “a curse for 
us” (Gal. 3:13). “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross” (1 Pet. 2:24), “died for sins once for all, the just 
for the unjust” (1 Pet. 3:18), and became “the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10).  
 
Jesus Christ not only bore man’s sin but actually became sin on man’s behalf, in order that those who believe in Him 
might be saved from the penalty of their sin. Jesus came to teach men perfectly about God and to be a perfect 
example of God’s holiness and righteousness. But, as He Himself declared, the supreme reason for His coming to 
earth was not to teach or to be an example but “to give His life a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28).  
 
When Christ was forsaken by the Father, their separation was not one of nature, essence, or substance. Christ did not 
in any sense or degree cease to exist as God or as a member of the Trinity. He did not cease to be the Son, any more 
than a child who sins severely against his human father ceases to be his child. But Jesus did for a while cease to know 
the intimacy of fellowship with His heavenly Father, just as a disobedient child ceases for a while to have intimate, 
normal, loving fellowship with his human father.  
 
By the incarnation itself there already had been a partial separation. Because Jesus had been separated from His 
divine glory and from face-to-face communication with the Father, refusing to hold on to those divine privileges for 
His own sake (Phil 2:6), He prayed to the Father in the presence of His disciples, “Glorify Thou Me together with 
Thyself, Father, with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was” (John 17:5). At the cross His separation 
from the Father became immeasurably more profound than the humbling incarnation during the thirty-three years of 
His earthly life.  
 
As already mentioned, the mystery of that separation is far too deep even for the most mature believer to fathom. But 
God has revealed the basic truth of it for us to accept and to understand to the limit of our ability under the 
illumination of His Spirit. And nowhere in Scripture can we behold the reality of Jesus’ sacrificial death and the 
anguish of His separation from His Father more clearly and penetratingly than in His suffering on the cross because 
of sin. In the midst of being willingly engulfed in our sins and the sins of all men of all time, He  
writhed in anguish not from the lacerations on His back or the thorns that still pierced His head or the nails that held 
Him to the cross but from the incomparably painful loss of fellowship with His heavenly Father that His  
becoming sin for us had brought.  
 
Soon after He cried out to God about being forsaken, “Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished, 
in order that the Scriptures might be fulfilled, said, ‘I am thirsty’” (John 19:28). As John then makes clear (v. 29), it 
was at that time that immediately one of them ran, and taking a sponge, he filled it with sour wine, and put it on 
a reed, and gave Him a drink.  
 
The one who ran to help Jesus was probably one of the Roman military guards, and by taking a sponge and filling it 
with sour wine, he hoped temporarily to slake Jesus’ thirst. The sour wine was a cheap wine highly diluted with 
water that was a common drink for laborers and soldiers. Because it had a high water and low alcohol content, it was 
especially helpful in quenching thirst. John gives the added detail that the reed was a hyssop branch (John 19:29), 
which would not have been longer than eighteen inches. In order for such a short branch to reach Jesus’ lips, the 
horizontal beam of the cross would have had to be rather low to the ground.  
 
Offering the drink to Jesus was perhaps an act of mercy but it was minimal in its effect and served only to prolong 
the torture before death brought relief. But the rest of those standing near the cross used that gesture of kindness as 
another opportunity to carry their mockery of the Lord still further, saying, “Let us see whether Elijah will come to 
save Him.”  
 
It seems incredible that even the pitch darkness of midday did not alarm the wicked crowd. They were so bent on 
scorning Jesus that even such a momentous phenomenon as the blocking out of the sun did not deter them. Being 
aware of the many Old Testament associations of unnatural darkness with judgment, it would seem they would at 
least briefly have considered the possibility that divine judgment was occurring at that very moment. But the single 
thought now on their minds was to make Jesus’ death painful and humiliating. They had no comprehension of the 
amazing alienation of the Son from the Father. 
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Self-Giving Death  
And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. (27:50)  
 
(27:50) “It is finished”: the great shout of triumph and the yielding up of Jesus’ spirit. There are three important 
points here. 
 1. Jesus cried, “It is finished” (John 19:30). The Greek word tetelestai is the shout of victorious purpose. Christ 
had completed His work, mission, and task. He was not crying the cry of a defeated martyr; He was crying the cry of 
a victorious conqueror. 
 2. “Yielded up the ghost” (apheken to pneuma) means that He willingly yielded and gave up His spirit. It must 
always be remembered that Jesus willingly died. He willingly came to this moment of yielding and giving up His 
spirit unto death. Both Paul and Peter cover the Lord’s work during the three days immediately following His death 
until the resurrection. 

a. On the cross: 
 “[He] spoiled principalities and powers, He made a show of them openly, triumphing over them 
in it [the cross]” (Col. 2:15. Cp. Ephes. 6:12.) 

 
b. On the cross and after death: 

 “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: by which also he went and preached unto 
the spirits in prison; which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in 
the days of Noah” (1 Peter 3:18-20. See note— 1 Peter 3:19-20.) 

 
c. After death: 

 “Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto 
men. (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the 
earth? He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill 
all things.)” (Ephes. 4:8-10. See note— Ephes. 4:8-10.) 

 
 3. Christ died at the ninth hour, that is, three p.m. (Matthew 27:45, 50). This was the very hour when the priests 
began to make the evening offering of the Passover Lamb. While the priests were going about sacrificing the 
symbolic lamb for the people, the true Lamb of God was being sacrificed for the people’s sins outside the city walls 
(1 Cor. 5:7; Hebrews 13:12). 

 
A third miracle of the cross was Christ’s self-giving death, the Son’s willing sacrifice of Himself for the sins of the 
world in obedience to His Father’s will.  
 
The fact that Jesus cried out again with a loud voice (cf. v. 46; Mark 15:37;  Luke 23:46) demonstrated 
considerable physical strength, even after the beatings,  scourging, crown of thorns, nail wounds, and hanging in 
agony for several hours. Jesus did not gradually fade away His life ebbing little by little until gone. Even  now He 
made it evident that He was not at the point of utter exhaustion and that He had the resources to stay alive if He so 
desired.  
 
The last words the Lord cried out from the cross were first, “It is finished”  (John 19:30), indicating that the work 
His Father had sent Him to accomplish  was complete. Then, once again addressing God as His Father, He said, 
“Father,  into Thy hands I commit My spirit” (Luke 23:46).  
 
Aphieômi (yielded up) has the basic meaning of letting go or sending away  indicating an act of volition. Jesus’ life 
was not taken from Him by men, but  rather He surrendered His spirit by the conscious act of His own sovereign 
will.  As He had explained to the Twelve, no one could or would take His life from  Him. “I lay it down on My own 
initiative,” He said. “I have authority to lay it  down, and I have authority to take it up again” (John 10:18).  
 
As just noted, Jesus’ ability to speak from the cross in a loud voice indicated  a reserve of energy unheard of for a 
person in His physical condition.  Nevertheless, even in light of His severe bodily condition, Jesus died much  
sooner than normal. Therefore when Joseph of Arimathea informed Pilate of  Jesus’ death and asked for His body, 
the governor was surprised and asked a  centurion to give verification (Mark 15:43-45).  
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Both of those facts attest to Jesus’ voluntary surrendering of His spirit. He  did not take His own life, but He 
willingly gave it up to those who sought to take  it and who otherwise could not have succeeded.  
 
On the cross the Father judged the sin of the world that the Son took upon  Himself, and the Son, who divinely 
controls living and dying, willingly  surrendered His life as penalty for that sin. 
 
Sanctuary Devastation  
And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom,  (27:51a)  
 
(27:51) Veil Torn: the great veil of the temple was torn from top to bottom. In the minds of the Jews, the veil was 
one of the most important things in the temple. Why? Because it surrounded the ark of the covenant which 
symbolized the very presence of God Himself. It was huge and beautiful, made of the very finest materials. It was 
sixty or more feet high.  
 
To get some idea of the magnificence of the veil, imagine one of the other temple veils described by Josephus: 

 “...before these doors there was a veil of equal largeness with the doors. It was embroidered with blue and 
fine linen, and scarlet, and purple, and of a contexture that was truly wonderful. This mixture of colors [had] 
its mystical interpretation, but [it] was a kind of image of the universe; for by the scarlet, there seemed to be 
signified fire, by the fine flax the earth, by the blue the air and by the purple the sea....This curtain had also 
embroidered upon it all that was mystical in the heavens” (Josephus, Wars. 5. 5:4). 

 
The significant point to note is that the veil was torn from top to bottom. This symbolizes that it was torn by an act of 
God himself. It symbolizes direct access to God (Hebrews 6:19; Hebrews 9:3-12, 24; Hebrews 10:19-23). It was the 
veil that separated the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place. Up until this time only the High Priest could enter the 
Holy of Holies, and He could enter only one day a year, the Day of Atonement (Exodus 26:33). Now through the 
body of Christ, any man can enter the presence of God. He can enter God’s presence and pray any time, any place. 
 

 “For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 
between us; having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; 
for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace” (Ephes. 2:14-15). 
 “Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within 
the veil; whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of 
Melchisedec” (Hebrews 6:19-20). 
 “For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us” (Hebrews 9:24). 
 “By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” 
(Hebrews 10:10). 
 “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living 
way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; and having an high priest 
over the house of God; let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water” (Hebrews 10:19-23). 

 
The fourth miracle that occurred during the crucifixion was the divine  devastation of the sanctuary, as the veil of the 
temple was torn in two.  
 
Naos (temple) does not refer to the Temple as a whole but to the inner sanctuary, the Holy of Holies, where God 
dwelt in His symbolic presence. A huge woven veil separated the Holy of Holies from the rest of the Temple, and  
Josephus reports that this massive curtain was predominantly blue and was ornately decorated.  
 
Once a year the high priest was allowed to pass through the veil on the Day of Atonement to sprinkle blood on the 
altar for the sins of the people, and that only for a brief period of time. Because, like God’s presence in the Holy of 
Holies, even that special sacrifice was only symbolic. The ritual had to be repeated every year, anticipating the one, 
true sacrifice for sins that the Son of God Himself one day would offer.  
 
When Christ gave up His spirit, that once-for-all sacrifice was completed and the need for a veil no longer existed. 
By coming to the Son, any man could now come to God directly without need of priest, sacrifice, or ritual. 
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Consequently the veil was torn in two from top to bottom by God’s miraculous act, because the barrier of sin was 
forever removed for those who put their trust in the Son as Lord and Savior.  
 
By rending the Temple veil, God was saying, in effect, “In the death of My Son, Jesus Christ, there is total access 
into My holy presence. He has paid the full price of sin for everyone who trusts in Him, and I now throw open My 
holy presence to all who will come in His name. The writer of Hebrews admonished, “Let us therefore draw near 
with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 
4:16).  
 
The Father’s dramatic tearing of the veil was made while the Temple was filled with worshipers, which included not 
only countless priests but also many thousands of pilgrims who were at that very moment celebrating the Passover 
sacrifice. Although the Temple was not destroyed until some forty years later, in A.D. 70, the sacrificial system of 
Israel and its attendant priesthood ceased to have even symbolic value when the veil was torn in two and the Holy of 
Holies was exposed. The ceremonies and priestly functions continued until the Temple  
was destroyed, but their divine significance ended when Christ died, as the Old Covenant was abrogated and the New 
inaugurated. 
 
Soil Disturbance 
and the earth shook; and the rocks were split, (51b) 
 
(27:51) Earthquake: the terrifying earthquake. The symbolism could be threefold. 
 1. The earth could have quaked under the weight of the sin placed upon its Architect and Creator. 

 “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed” (1 Peter 2:24). 
 “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). 

 
 2. The earth could have quaked and torn at its rocks to symbolize the fatal blow to Satan’s domain. 

 “Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up 
from the earth, will draw all men unto me” (John 12:31-32). 
 “And having spoiled principalities and powers [upon the cross], he made a show of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it” (Col. 2:15). 
 “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of 
the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver 
them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage” (Hebrews 2:14-15). 

 
 3. The earth could have quaked to symbolize that it, too, is stirred to await the glorious day of redemption. 

 “Because the creation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God” (Romans 8:21). 
 “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall 
be burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all 
holy conversation and godliness, looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the 
heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, 
according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness” (2 Peter 
3:10-13.) 

 
A fifth miracle that occurred during the crucifixion was a supernaturally caused earthquake. Immediately after Jesus 
died and the Temple veil was torn in two, the earth shook; and the rocks were split. Making still another statement 
about His Son to the world, and especially to His chosen people, the Father brought a devastating earthquake to 
Jerusalem and the surrounding area. 
 
Again the Old Testament gives insight into the significance of the occurrence. When God appeared to Moses on Mt. 
Sinai, “the whole mountain quaked violently” (Ex. 19:18), and when He appeared to Elijah on a mountain, “a great 
and strong wind was rending the mountains and breaking in pieces the rocks before the Lord,… and after the wind an 
earthquake” (1 Kings 19:11). David sang of the earth’s shaking and trembling when the Lord became angry (2 Sam. 
22:8; Ps. 18:7; cf. 77:18). Isaiah spoke of the Lord’s punishing His people through “thunder and earthquake and loud 
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noise” (Isa. 29:6), and Jeremiah of His venting His wrath on the nations of the earth by causing it to quake (Jer. 
10:10; cf. Nah. 1:5). The book of Revelation tells of God’s causing the stars to fall to earth and of mountains and 
islands being “moved out of their places” during the final judgment (6:13-14). 
 
In the original creation there were no earthquakes, because the earth, like all else that God made, was perfect. Before 
the Fall, Adam and Eve lived in a perfect environment on earth in the very presence of God. But when they sinned, 
not only were they cursed and separated from God but the earth they inhabited was cursed as well. Since that time, 
both literally and figuratively the earth has been reeling under the destructive forces both of Satan’s evil corruption 
and of God’s divine judgment. One day there will be a new heaven and a new earth, but until that time when the 
usurper will be forever banished to the lake of fire and the true Sovereign, Jesus Christ, reigns in His kingdom, the 
earth will continue to suffer corruption and destruction. 
 
Speaking of God’s judgment on unbelievers, the writer of Hebrews declares, “His voice shook the earth then, but 
now He has promised, saying, ‘Yet once more I will shake not only the earth, but also the heaven.’ And this 
expression, ‘Yet once more,’ denotes the removing of those things which can be shaken, as of created things, in order 
that those things which cannot be shaken may remain” (Heb. 12:26-27). 
 
At the cross Jesus earned the right to take the title deed to the earth from the hand of His Father (Rev. 5:9-10). 
Therefore when God shook the earth at the death of His Son, He gave the world a foretaste of what He will do when 
one day He shakes the earth in judgment at the coming of the King of kings. Because Jesus became “obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross,” His heavenly Father “highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name 
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow of those who are in heaven, and on 
earth, and under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father” (Phil. 2:8-11). 
 
Subduing Death 
and the tombs were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the 
tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared to many (27:52-53) 
 
(27:52-53) Believers, Resurrected: the resurrection of many saints. Just who these saints were is not known, not for 
certain. But several facts mentioned in Scripture need to be noted. 
 1. The graves were opened during the terrifying earthquake (Matthew 27:51), but the bodies did not arise until 
after Jesus’ resurrection (Matthew 27:52). Christ had to be the first to arise from the dead—the first who was never to 
die again (1 Cor. 15:20; Col. 1:18; Rev. 1:5). 
 2. Between these two events, the cross and the resurrection, was evidently the time that Jesus bore the full 
punishment of death and hell for man’s sins. He tasted death for every man—both physical and spiritual death 
(Hebrews 2:9, 14). 
 3. Peter adds, “He went and preached unto the spirits in prison” (1 Peter 3:19). This probably means that He 
confronted the lost in hell and proclaimed that the way of the righteous is now vindicated. John quotes Christ in Rev. 
1:18, “[I] was dead; and behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen: and have the keys of hell and death.” 
 Many believe that before the resurrection of Christ all dead people went to a place known in Scripture as Hades. 
Hades was divided into two areas, paradise and hell. The spirits of believers went to paradise; the spirits of 
unbelievers went to hell. Some commentators believe that when Christ arose He took the saints of paradise with Him 
to live in the presence of God forever. Now, since Christ’s resurrection, all believers go immediately into the 
presence of God. 
 4. Paul adds “When He ascended up on high, He led captivity captive...but He also descended first into the lower 
parts of the earth....” (Ephes. 4:8-10; cp. the graves opening in Matthew 27:51 and the bodies being raised in 
Matthew 27:52). The idea is that Christ led captivity—sin, death and hell—captive. He conquered all the enemies of 
man and set man free to arise and live forever in the presence of God. 
 
The resurrection of these saints symbolized at least two things. 
 1. It symbolized the conquest of death by Christ. The sting is now taken from death; the power of death is now 
broken. 

 “For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is 
death” (1 Cor. 15:25-26). 
 “Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
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and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality. So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death 
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:51-57). 
 “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of 
the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil” (Hebrews 
2:14). 

 
 2. It symbolized the resurrection of believers. Believers shall arise and be recognized and know one another 
(Matthew 27:53). 

 “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of damnation” (John 5:28-29). 
 “And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may 
have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day” (John 6:40). 
 “Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us 
with you” (2 Cor. 4:14). 
 “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 
Thes. 4:16-17). 

 
The sixth miracle at the crucifixion was closely related to the previous one, as the supernatural earthquake not only 
gave the world a foretaste of divine judgment but also caused many tombs to be opened. 
 
The significant miracle of that event, however, was not the mere opening of tombs, as could occur during any 
earthquake. The great miracle was that many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After the veil 
of the Temple was torn in two and the earth around Jerusalem was violently shaken, the Lord selectively raised the 
bodies of certain believers who had died. 
 
Matthew points out that many, but not all, bodies of the saints who had died were resurrected, making clear that 
this resurrection was divinely restricted to a limited number of believers. They had trusted in God during the time 
before and under the Old Covenant, and some of those bodies may have been in their graves many hundreds of years. 
When Jesus died, their spirits came from the abode of righteous spirits and were joined with their glorified bodies 
that came out of the graves. This was full and final resurrection and glorification, making this miracle another 
foretaste of God’s sovereign work during the end times, when “all the dead in Christ shall rise” (1 Thess. 4:16). 
 
It is important to note that the phrase and coming out of the tombs should be followed by a period, indicating the 
close of the sentence. After His resurrection begins a new sentence and introduces a distinct truth, namely, that 
those select resurrected saints then entered the holy city and appeared to many. 
 
Those saints did not appear in Jerusalem until after the Lord’s own resurrection, because He was divinely appointed 
to be “the first fruits of those who are asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20). And just as Christ Himself appeared after His 
resurrection only to those who already believed in Him, it would also seem that the many to whom the resurrected 
saints appeared were all believers. We are not told what they said to their brethren in the holy city, but their 
appearance in bodily form not only testified to Christ’s resurrection but also to God’s promise to raise all those who 
put their trust in Christ (1 Cor. 15:22, 51-53). 
 
Through those six miracles the Father was saying that the cross is the only hope for eternal life. When one’s sin is 
carried away by Christ’s atoning death, the wrath of God is appeased for that believer, and he is delivered from the 
death and condemnation that the Lord endured on his behalf. For those who believe in the Son, access to God is open 
wide, and they are assured of living in His eternal and indestructible kingdom in eternal and indestructible bodies. 
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A Closer Look at the Cross Series 
#8 Female Finalists 

A closer look at the seven women who stood by at the cross 
 
"For in Christ you are all sons of God, through faith.  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ.  There is neither Jew or Greek, there is neither slave or free, there is neither male or female; for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:26-28). 
 
From the beginning of Jesus' earthly ministry, he was often critized for practicing the words of Galatians 3:26-28.  
With Jesus, there was no Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female.  He treated everyone alike, no matter what their 
race, creed, color, sex, religion, or national origin happened to be.  He ate with tax collectors and sinners in the house 
of Matthew and the Pharisees critized him (Matthew 9:10-13).  He spoke to the woman of Samaria at Jacob's well 
and his apostles silently rebuked him (John 4:7-27).   
 
He did not observe the religious rite of fasting and the disciples of John the Baptist reproached him (Matthew 9:14-
17).  His disciples did not follow the tradition of handwashing and the Pharisees and scribes rebuked him (Matthew 
15:1-20)   He took little children that had been brought to him and his disciples tried to hinder them (Matthew 19:13-
15).  He allowed a woman who was a sinner to annoint him with ointment and his apostles found fault with him 
(Luke 7:37-50). 
 
He healed every disease and every infirmity among the people (Matthew 4:23; 9:35) whether they were men 
(Matthew 20:29-34), women (Luke 8:2-3), children (Luke 9:38-42)~ servants (Matthew 8:5-13), lepers (Matthew 
8:2-3; Luke 17:11-19), demoniacs (Matthew 8:28-34; 12:22), epileptics (Matthew 17:14-18), paralytics (Mark 2:3-
12), a dropsy sufferer (Luke 14:2-4), maimed (Matthew 12:9-13), blind (Matthew 9:28-30), deaf (Mark 7:32-35), an 
apostle's mother-in-law (Matthew 8:14-15), a ruler's daughter (Matthew 9:18-26), a Canaanite (Greek) woman's 
daughter (Matthew 15:22-26), beggars (Luke 18:35-43), or even dead (Luke 7:12-15). 
 
For Jesus, all people were to be treated equal.  He lived the words of Galatians 3:26-28 daily in his speech, his words, 
his actions  his relationships with other people.  Because Jesus treated every person equally, he was always 
surrounded by multitudes who were attracted to him, wanting to see or touch him, or hear him speak.   
 
Some of these people followed Jesus for the wrong reasons.  Some wanted only physical nourishment and were 
rebuked by Jesus (John 6:22-26).  Others, when they realized what was necessary to follow Jesus, no longer went 
about with him (John 6:66).  At times even his own apostles denied knowing him (Matthew 26:69-75), fled from his 
presence (Matthew 26:56) and followed from afar (Matthew 26:58). 
 
However, there was one group who stuck with Jesus throughout his ministry, from beginning to end.  These were the 
women, call them "female finalists" if you may, who had totally committed themselves to Jesus and his ministry.  
Through thick and thin, good times and bad, these women were always there, ready to assist and help Jesus in any 
way that they could.  These women deserve a closer look from us today. 
 
Background Information 
Who were these women who stuck with Jesus through thick and thin?  What were their backgrounds, their names, 
their reason for such devotion to Jesus' ministry?  To answer these questions, we must go to the gospel accounts.  
Seven women are mentioned in scripture by name as being followers and/or active supporters of Jesus and his 
ministry: 
 
1. Mary Magdalene: 
This Mary was distinguished from other Marys by her second name. It signified the place of her birth.  Just as Jesus 
was sometimes called the Nazarene because of the town Nazareth, Mary was called Magdalene because of the town 
Magdala.  Magdala means "tower or castle" and in the time of Christ was a thriving1 populous town on the coast of 
Galilee, about three miles from Capernaum.   
Dye works and primitive textile factories contributed to the wealth of the community.  It may be that Mary 
Magdalene's source of funds from which she supported Jesus' ministry was somehow derived from these town 
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industries. 
 
Mary Magdalene was one of the women that Jesus healed of evil spirits and infirmities (Luke 8:2).  She was said to 
have had seven demons cast out from her by Jesus (Mark 16:9, Luke 8:2).  She supported the ministry of Jesus from 
out of her means (Luke 8:2). She was present at Jesus' crucifixion, standing afar off with several other women 
(Matthew 27:56: Mark 15:40; John 19:25).   
 
She was also present at the tomb of Jesus when Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus rolled the stone to the door of 
Jesus' tomb (Matthew 27:61; Mark 16:47; John 19:38-42).  She went to the tomb of Jesus after the sabbath, toward 
the dawn of the first day of the week, and witnessed the great earthquake and the angel rolling the stone away from 
the tomb of Jesus (Matthew 28:1-2; Mark 16:1; Luke 24:10; John 20:1).  Jesus appeared to her as she stood weeping 
outside the tomb (John 20:11-17). 
 
2. Joanna 
Joanna's husband was Chuzas, the house-steward of Herod.  As a steward, Chuzas was responsible for the 
management of Ilerod's monetary expenditures, a position which would require both intelligence and ability.  This 
position of importance in all probability afforded both Chuzas and his wife Joanna an excellent income, from which 
Joanna may have supported the ministry of Jesus. 
 
This Joanna was the wife of Chuzas, Herod's steward (Luke 8:3). She was one of the women that Jesus healed of evil 
spirits and infirmities (Luke 8:2).  She supported the ministry of Jesus from out of her means (Luke 8:2).  She went to 
the tomb of Jesus after the sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, and witnessed the great earthquake 
and the angel rolling the stone away from the tomb of Jesus (Matthew 28:1-2; Mark 16:1; Luke 24:10). 
 
3. Salome  
Salome was possibly one of Jesus' earliest female disciples, having ministered to him when he was in Galilee. 
 
This Salome was the wife of Zebedee, the mother of the two apostles James and John, and the sister of Mary, the 
mother of Jesus (John 19:25).  She ministered to Jesus when he was in Galilee (Matthew 20:20-28; Mark 15:40-41).  
She sought seats of honor for her sons from Jesus (Matthew 20:20-24; Mark 10:35-40).  She was present at Jesus' 
crucifixion, standing afar off with several other women (Matthew 27:56; Mark 15:40; John 19:25).   
 
She went to the tomb of Jesus after the sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, and witnessed the great 
earthquake and the angel rolling the stone away from the tomb of Jesus (Matthew 28:1-2; Mark 16:1; Luke 24:10). 
 
4. Mary of Bethany  
This Mary was the Mary that annointed the head of Jesus with an alabaster jar of expensive ointment (pure nard) and 
wiped his feet with her hair (Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; John 12:1-8).  Mary sat at the feet of Jesus when he 
visited in the house of her sister, Martha (Luke 10:38-42).  Mary also had a brother named Lazarus whom Jesus 
raised from the dead (John 11:5-44).  Mary, Martha and Lazarus were among those whom Jesus loved (John 11:5). 
 
5. Susanna  
This Susanna was one of the women that Jesus healed of evil spirits and infirmities (Luke 8:2). She supported the 
ministry of Jesus from out of her means (Luke 8:2). 
 
6. Mary, "the other Mary" Scripture References: 
This Mary was the wife of Clopas and the mother of the apostle James the younger and Joses (Joseph).   
 
She was present at Jesus' crucifixion, standing afar off with several other women (Matthew 27:56; Mark 15:40; John 
19:25).  She was also present at the tomb of Jesus when Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus rolled the stone to the 
door of Jesus' tomb (Matthew 27:61; Mark 16:47; John 19:38-42).  She went to the tomb of Jesus after the sabbath, 
toward the dawn of the first day of the week, and witnessed the great earthquake and the angel rolling the stone away 
from the tomb of Jesus (Matthew 28:1-2; Mark 16:1; Luke 24:10). 
 
7. Mary, the mother of Jesus Scripture References: 
Mary was the earthly mother of Jesus (Matthew 1:18,25).  Mary's husband was Joseph (Matthew 1:18), a carpenter 
by trade (Mark 6:3).  An angel appears to her and tells her she will conceive (Luke 1:26-38).  Mary visits Elizabeth 
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for three months (Luke 1:39-56).  Mary travels with Joseph to Bethlehem; gives birth while there (Luke 2:1-7).  
Mary travels with Joseph to Jerusalem with Jesus, who is now 12 years old (Luke 2:41-42).  She asks Jesus to help at 
a marriage feast when wine runs out (John 2:1-11).   
 
She went with her sons to the temple to see Jesus but crowds prevented them (Matthew 12:46-50; Mark 3:31-35; 
Luke 8:19-21).  She was also the mother of four other sons - James, Joses, Judas and Simon - and at least two 
daughters (Matthew 13:55-56; Mark 6:3).  She was present at Jesus' crucifixion, standing afar off with several other 
women (Matthew 27:56; Mark 15:40; John 19:25).  Her future care was entrusted to the apostle John by Jesus as he 
hung on the cross (John 19:26-27).  She was present with the 11 apostles in the upper room in Jerusalem after Jesus' 
ascension (Acts 1:14). 
 
Context of Lesson 
Until Jesus came on the scene, women were treated as inferior beings. 
 
* In the Mediterranean region and the near East, women were viewed as inferior beings because of the Patriotarcial 
society. 
*  In the Greek society women were held as inferior to men and destined only for procreation (childbearing). 
*  In the Roman society a wife was the property of her husband. 
*  In the Jewish societies, women were only sexual beings, servants of their husbands, with limited religious roles.  
They were not required to make the annual pilgrimages to Jerusalem for the feasts. They didn't go to school where 
the Torah was taught. They were not allowed to read or recite scriptures. 
 
After Jesus began his ministry, his treatment and acceptance of women caused problems with the Jewish leaders, his 
apostles, and others who had allowed women to become stereotyped as lower class beings.  The women Jesus met 
were astonished at his attitude and acceptance of them [Examples: the Samaritan woman at Jacob's well (John 4:7-
26); the woman caught in adultery (John 8:1-11)].  Jesus was the original women's liberator of his day. 
 
It is no wonder then that women became devoted to Jesus and his teachings.  It offered them freedom they never had 
before.  Several women became disciples of Jesus and supported him in his ministry - Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Susanna and many other unnamed women (Luke 8:2). These women, along with others mentioned in other scriptures 
- Salome, Mary of Bethany, and Mary the wife of Clopas, along with Mary the mother of Jesus, followed Jesus 
throughout his ministry to his crucifixion on the cross.   
 
Unlike other disciples who fell away (John 6:66) and his own apostles who denied knowing him (Matthew 26:69-75) 
and followed from afar (Matthew 26:58), these women not only supported Jesus with their means, but they also stood 
by Jesus and accompanied him throughout his arrest and trial (Luke 23:39-43) and crucifixion (Matthew 27:56; Mark 
15:40; John 19:25). 
 
What caused these women to be so dedicated to Jesus and his ministry? The answer, in part, is that they had benefited 
so greatly from Jesus (some had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities by Jesus) and his teachings (like that of 
Galatians 3:26-28) that they couldn't help but want to show their gratitude and love by using their time, talents, and 
treasury in the support of Jesus' ministry. 
 
(Matthew 27:55-56) Women: the courage and love of the women. Note the following phrases. 

⇒ “Many women”: many were there. When the men fled, many women demonstrated courage. 
⇒ “Afar off”: some did stand far off, but some stood at the very foot of the cross (John 19:25). Their love 

ran deep and their devotion and courage clear. They triumphed over fear. They did not fear the enemies of 
Christ: they triumphed simply because they loved (1 John 4:18). 

 
Conclusion of Lesson 
Love is like that.  When you love Jesus and his church, you don't hesitate to give yourself totally to see the kingdom 
grow.  Your time becomes God's time; your talents become God's talents; your money and material possessions 
become God's money and possessions.  You want to take a stand for his kingdom.  Jesus becomes the center of your 
life, number one in your heart.  The "female finalists" of this study knew that they had found the pearl of great price.  
Their actions, their deeds, everything they said and did, proclaimed that they were followers of Jesus.  They were like 
the seed grown in the good soil in the parable of the sower (Matthew 13:18-23).  They stuck with Jesus through thick 
and thin. 
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As you look at your own life today, can you say that others see Jesus reflected in your life?  Does your light shine 
brightly for Jesus and his church or is it hid under a basket?  Does your checkbook prove that Jesus is first in your 
life?  If you punched a time clock for the Lord, how long would it show you that you actually put in for the work of 
the kingdom? Can you really say that Jesus is the lord of your heart?  Why not put him first right now and forever 
more.  Look what God has done for you - what are you doing for him? 
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A Closer Look at the Cross Series 
#9 The Crucified Crowd 

A closer look at the effect Jesus’ crucifixion had on the crowds at the cross 
 
Two types of people were touched by the cross: those touched by choice and those touched by chance. 
Among the latter, some intriguing tales are still told. 
 
Take Malchus, for example. As a servant of the high priest, he was only doing his job at the Garden. Yet, 
this routine raid would have been his last if he had not been quick to duck. The torches gave just enough 
light for him to seethe flash of the sword and 'swoosh!" Malchus leans back enough to save his neck but not 
his ear. Peter gets a rebuke and Malchus gets a healing touch, and the event is history. 
 
History, that is, to everyone but Malchus. Had it not been for the telltale bloodstain on his cloak, he might 
have awakened the next morning talking about a crazy dream he'd had. Some believe that Malchus was 
later numbered among the believers at Jerusalem. We don't know for sure. But we can be sure of one thing: 
from that night on, whenever Malchus would hear people talk about the carpenter who rose from the dead, 
he wouldn't scoff No, he'd tug at his earlobe and know that it was possible. 
 
It happened too fast. One minute Barabbas was in his cell on death row playing Tic-Tac-Toe on the dirt 
walls, and the next he was outside squinting his eyes at the bright sun.  
 
Or take Barabbas. 
 
You're free to go." Barabbas scratches his beard. "what?" "You're free. They took the Nazarene instead of 
you. 
 
Barabbas has often been compared to humanity, and rightly so. In many ways he stands for us: a prisoner 
who was freed because someone he had never seen took his place. But I think Barabbas was probably 
smarter than we are in one respect. 
 
As far as we know, he took his sudden freedom for what it was, an undeserved gift. Someone tossed him a 
life preserver and he grabbed it' no questions asked. You couldn't imagine him pulling some of our stunts. 
We take our free gift and try to earn it or diagnose it or pay for it instead of simply saying 'Thank you" and 
accepting it. 
 
Ironic as it may appear, one of the hardest things to do is to be saved by grace. There's something in us that 
reacts to God's free gift. We have some weird compulsion to create laws, systems, and regulations that will 
make us "worthy" of our gift. 
 
Why do we do that? The only reason I can figure is pride. To accept grace means to accept its necessity, 
and most folks don't like to do that. To accept grace also means that one realizes his despair, and most 
people aren't too keen on doing that either. 
 
Barabbas, though, knew better. Hopelessly stranded on death row, he wasn’t about to balk at a granted stay 
of execution. Maybe he didn’t understand mercy and surely he didn’t deserve it, but he wasn’t about to 
refuse it. We might do well to realize that our plight isn’t too different than that of Barabbas’s. We, too, are 
prisoners with no chance for appeal. But why some prefer to stay in prison while the cell door has been 
unlocked is a mystery worth pondering. 
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If it is true that a picture paints a thousand words, then there was a Roman centurion who got a dictionary 
full. All he did was see Jesus suffer. He never heard him preach or saw him heal or followed him through 
the crowds. He never witnessed him still the wind; he only witnessed the way he died. But that was all it 
took to cause this weather-worn soldier to take a giant step in faith. "Surely this was a righteous man." 

 
That says a lot, doesn't it? It says the rubber of faith meets the road of reality under hardship. It says the 
trueness of one's belief is revealed in pain. Genuineness and character are unveiled in misfortune. Faith is at 
its best, not in three-piece suits on Sunday mornings or at V.B.S. on summer days, but at hospital bedsides, 
cancer wards, and cemeteries. 
 
Maybe that's what moved this old, crusty soldier. Serenity in suffering is a stirring testimony. Anybody can 
preach a sermon on a mount surrounded by daisies. But only one with a gut full of faith can live a sermon 
on a mountain of pain. 
 

When an individual becomes nothing more than another face in the crowd, his inhibitions and morals 
decline   When God gave Moses and the children of Israel the Ten Commandments and other ordinances 
they were to apply to their daily lives, one instruction they received was, "You shall not follow a multitude 
to do evil" (Exodus 23:2).  It was wise instruction then; it is wise instruction today. 
 
Both the Old and New Testament scriptures record many instances in which an otherwise righteous 
individual fell into the clutches of sin because he followed a multitude intent on doing evil.  I Corinthians 
15:33 warns us that "evil companions corrupt good morals."  Some individuals have had to learn this truth 
the hard way.  When you follow the wrong crowd, there is no safety in numbers. 
 
During Jesus' arrest, trial, and crucifixion, the multitudes played a big part in Jesus' last days on the earth.  
This lesson will take a closer look at the crowds who came in contact with Jesus that last week. 
 
I. The Crowds Drawn to Jesus' Early Ministry 
From the beginning of Jesus' ministry, until his death on the cross, large crowds always followed Jesus.  
Instances of this occurring include: 
 
When Jesus went to Peter's house, where he healed Peter's mother-in-law, great crowds (Matthew 8:18) or 
the whole city (Mark 1:33) were present. 
 
When Jesus healed the paralytic, the four men carrying the man could not get to Jesus for the crowds (Mark 
2:1-4; Luke 5:19). man was let down to Jesus through the roof and crowds saw him healed (Matthew 9:8). 
 
When Jesus ate with the tax collectors, a large company of tax collectors were present (Luke 5:29). 
The 
 
When Jesus went out and sat beside the sea, all the crowd followed him (Mark 2:13). 
 
After Jesus healed the man with the withered hand on the Sabbath, many followed him when he withdrew 
from there (Matthew 12:15). 
 
When Jesus began his ministry in Galilee, "great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis and 
Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan" (Matthew 4:25) 
When Jesus went down to the sea a great multitude followed him (Mark 3:7). 
 
When Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount, it was to a great crowd (Matthew 5:1-7:28; Luke 6:17). 
 
When Jesus came down from the mount, great crowds followed him (Matthew 8:1). 
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When Jesus raised the widow's son from the dead, a great crowd was present (Luke 7:11). 
 
When the woman with the issue of blood touched Jesus, Jesus was amist a large crowd (Mark 5:21,24; 
Luke 8:40,45). 
 
When Jesus raised Jairus1 daughter from the dead, the crowd present was sent outside the house (Matthew 
9:25). 
 
When Jesus taught the parable of the sower, it was to a great crowd (Luke 8:4). 
 
When Jesus went out and sat beside the sea, great crowds gathered about him (Matthew 13:2, Mark 4:1). 
 
When Jesus healed the dumb demoniac, the crowds marveled, saying, "Never was anything like this seen in 
Israel" (Matthew 9:33). 
 
When Jesus saw the crowds on one occasion, he said, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few" 
(Matthew 9:37). 
 
A great throng of over 5,000 listened to Jesus teach by the shore of the Sea of Tiberias and were fed with 
five loaves and two fish (Matthew 14:14-21; Mark 6:34; Luke 9:11-17; John 6:2-14). 
 
When Jesus healed the deaf mute, a multitude was present (Mark 
7:33). 
 
A great crowd of over 4,000 came to Jesus on the mountain where they were taught by Jesus and fed with 
seven loaves and a few small fish (Matthew 15:29-39; Mark 8:1). 
 
When Jesus foretold of his impending suffering and death, a multitude and his disciples were present (Mark 
8:34). 
 
When Jesus and his disciples came down form the mountain following Jesus' transfiguration, they came to 
a crowd (Matthew 17:1-14), a great crowd (Mark 9:14; Luke 9:37). 
 
When Jesus went away from Galilee and entered the region of Judea beyond the Jordan, large crowds 
followed him (Matthew 19:1-2; Mark 10:1). 
 
 
When Jesus left Jericho and healed two blind men, a great crowd (Matthew 20:29) or a great multitude 
(Mark 10:46; Luke 18:36) followed him. 
 
When Jesus told his disciples to "beware the leaven of the Pharisees," so many thousands of the multitude 
had gathered together that they trod upon one another (Luke 12:1). 
 
When Jesus healed on the Sabbath, a great multitude was present (Luke 14:25). 
 
When Jesus ate with Zacchaeus, Zacchaeus had to climb into a tree in order to see Jesus over the crowds 
(Luke 19:3). 
 
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, crowds spread their garments on the road and went before him and followed 
him (Matthew 21:8). 
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When Jesus warned against the practices of the Scribes and Pharisees, he spoke to the crowds and his 
disciples (Matthew 23:1). 
 
For the most part, all of the crowds mentioned thus far were nonhostile crowds.  They were either disciples 
of Jesus, curious onlookers, individuals in need, or groups desiring to hear Jesus teach.  It wasn't until Jesus' 
arrest, trial, and crucifixion that Jesus encountered crowds that were, for the majority, hostile toward him. 
 
II. The Crowds Drawn to Jesus Arrest, Trial, and Crucifixion 
A. The Arresting Crowd 
The first hostile crowd Jesus encountered was the crowd that accompanied Judas Iscariot to arrest Jesus.  It 
was called a great crowd (Matthew 26:47) and its members came with swords (Matthew 26:47; Mark 
14:43), clubs (Matthew 26:47; Mark 14:43), lanterns, and torches (John 18:3).  It was composed of a band 
of Roman soldiers (John 18:3) and their captain (John 18:12)  officers from the temple chief priests, scribes 
and elders (Matthew 26:47; Mark 14:43; Luke 22;52; John 18:3,12), and a slave of the high priest 
(Matthew 26:51; Mark 14:47; Luke 22:50; John 16:10). 
 
The crowd came up to Jesus after Judas betrayed him, laid hands on him, and seized him (Matthew 26:50; 
Mark 14:46) and bound him (John 18:12).  The crowd first led Jesus to Annas, the father-in-law of the high 
priest (John 18:13).  Then the crowd led Jesus to Caiaphas, the high priest (Matthew 26:57; Mark 14:53; 
Luke 22:54). 
 
B. The Courtyard Crowd 
The next hostile crowd against Jesus appeared before Pontius Pilate, the governor (Matthew 27:15-26; 
Mark 15:6-15; Luke 23:13-25, John 18:38-19:16). 
 
This crowd was composed of Jews that had gathered in Jerusalem for the annual Passover feast.  They were 
accustomed to having a prisoner of their choice released to them by the governor during the feast (Matthew 
27:15; Mark 15:6).  Before the governor appeared to the crowd to inquire as to which prisoner they wanted 
released, the chief priests and elders persuaded them to demand the release of Barabbas and the crucifixion 
of Jesus (Matthew 27:20; Mark 15:11).  When Pilate asked the crowd which prisoner he should release, 
Barabbas or Jesus, the crowd demanded the release of Barabbas (Matthew 27:21; Luke 23:18).  Pilate then 
asked the crowd, "Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called the Christ?" (Matthew 27:22; Mark 15:12).  
The crowd then responded, "Let him be crucified!" (Matthew 27:22; Mark 15:13).  Pilate then asked the 
crowd1 "Why, what evil has he done?" (Matthew 27:23; Mark 15:14; Luke 23:22).  At this time the crowd 
cried again, "Let him be crucified!" (Matthew 27:23; Mark 15:14).  To avoid the beginning of a riot, Pilate 
took water and washed his hands before the crowd saying, "I am innocent of this man 5 blood; see to it 
yourselves" (Matthew 27:24; John 19:6).  The crowd answered, "His blood be upon us and our children" 
(Matthew 27:25).  Pilate then released Barabbas, had Jesus scourged, and released Jesus to the crowd to be 
crucified. (Matthew 27:26; Mark 15:15; Luke 23:25). 
 
C. The Praetorium Crowd 
The next hostile crowd that Jesus encountered was the crowd of soldiers inside the palace in the praetorium 
(Matthew 27:27-31; Mark 15:16-20; John 19:2-3). 
 
This crowd was made up of a whole battallion of soldiers (Matthew 27:27; Mark 15:16).  When the soldiers 
of the governor took Jesus into the praetorium (Matthew 27:27; Mark 15:16), this crowd stripped him, put a 
scarlet robe on him, placed a plaited crown of thorns on his head, and put a reed in his hand (Matthew 
27:28-29; Mark 15:17; John 19:2).  They then kneeled before him and mocked him saying, "Hail, King of 
the Jews" (Matthew 27:29; Mark 15:18;,John 19:3). Then they spat upon him and hit him on his head with 
the reed from his hand (Matthew 27:30; Mark 15:19) and struck him with their hands (John 19:3).  He was 
then stripped of the robe, his own clothes put back on him and led away to be crucified (Matthew 27:31 
Mark 15:20). 
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D. The Crucifixion Crowd 
The last hostile crowd Jesus encountered was the crowd at the cross (Matthew 27:39-44; Mark 15:29-32; 
Luke 23:35-37). 
 
This crowd was composed of Roman soldiers and their centurion (Luke 23:36,39; John 19:23-25; Matthew 
27:54); the chief priests, scribes and elders (Matthew 27:41); Jews attending the Passover; curious 
bystanders; the women who were followers of Jesus and supported his ministry (Matthew 27:55; Mark 
15:40; Luke 23:49); all his acquaintances (Luke 23:49); the mother of Jesus (John 19:25); and the apostle 
John (John 19:26). 
 
As Jesus hung on the cross, some in this crowd derided Jesus, wagging their heads and saying, "You who 
would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself!  If you are the Son of God, come down 
from the cross." (Matthew 27:40; Mark 15:29).  The chief priests, scribes and elders also mocked him 
saying  "He saved others; he cannot save himself.  He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from 
the cross, and we will believe in him.  He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him; for he 
said, 'I am the Son of God.'" (Matthew 27:42-43; Mark 15:31-32; Luke 23:35). 
 
Conclusion of Lesson 
The hostile crowds that Jesus encountered were soon to experience three hours of darkness that would 
cover the crucifixion scene.  During these three hours, it would not just be Jesus that was crucified it would 
also be individuals in the crowd.  These three hours of darkness, which would provide a period for inner 
self-examination for the multitude, and the events that occurred immediately following it, 'would forever 
change the attitudes of many in the crowd toward Jesus.  Jesus would be crucified on the cross; they would 
be crucified in their hearts: 
 
The Centurion would be heard to say, "Certainly this man was innocent." (Luke 23:47). 
 
The Centurion and the Roman soldiers would be heard to say, "Truly this was the Son of God!" (Matthew 
27:54; Mark 16:39). 
 
All the multitudes who stood by to watch the crucifixion would return home beating their breasts (Luke 
23:48). 
 
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus would let their love of Jesus be known to the world by requesting the 
body of Jesus and preparing his body for burial (Matthew 27:58-60; Mark 15:43-46). 
 
On the Day of Pentecost another crowd would gather in Jerusalem.  Many of those individuals who had 
stood by the cross of Jesus would be in this crowd also   It was made up of devout men from every nation 
under heaven: 
- Partians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt, and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians (Acts 2:5-11).   

 
They would hear from the lips of Peter, "Men of Israel . . . this Jesus of Nazareth . . . you crucified and 
killed by the hands of lawless men." (Acts 2:22-23)  "Let all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly 
that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified." (Acts 2:36).  They would 
ask, "Brethren, what shall we do?" (Acts 2:37) and Peter would instruct them to "Repent and be baptized" 
(Acts 2:38). 
 
Three thousand souls would respond to Peter's words that on day (Acts 2:41).  Three thousand souls that 
earlier had been willing participants in the crucifixion of Jesus.  Three thousand souls that had followed a 
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multitude to do evil.  They became the crucified crowd.  The crowd that began the New Testament church 
Jesus died for.  Jesus' death had made a difference in their lives.  Is it making a difference in your life 
today? 
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A Closer Look at the Cross Series 
#10 Frightened Apostles 

A closer look at the apostles who viewed Jesus from afar at the cross 
 
To assist him in his earthly ministry, Jesus chose twelve men of varying backgrounds, experiences, and 
temperament to become his apostles.  One was a tax collector, four were fishermen, one may have been a 
leatherworker. One was married, two were close friends, and two sets of brothers were included.  Two may 
have been half-brothers.   
 
Four were partners in the same business.  One may have had a twin brother.  Three were from the same 
hometown.  Two were known as sons of thunder   Six had second names.  Three may have been members 
of subversive political parties that advocated the overthrow of the government.  One was a traitor.  Eleven 
were Galileans.  All twelve were men. 
 
For three years, from the baptism of John until the day of ascension, eleven of these twelve men traveled 
with, slept with, ate with, drank with, prayed with, wept with, talked with, ministered with, worked with, 
worshiped with, and became friends with the man who would forever change the fate of mankind.  Their 
lives would never be the same afterwards. They would endure many miles of travel, rejection, arrest, 
persecution, opposition, imprisonment, martyrdom, and death all because of that three year association with 
the man they knew as Jesus. 
 
By name, these men were known as Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, 
James the Less, Thaddeus, Simon, and Judas (Matthew 10:2-4).  As a group, they were known as "the 
twelve" or the twelve apostles.  They were given authority over unclean spirits, authority to heal every 
disease and infirmity, and authority to preach the kingdom.  They were all inexperienced in the work of the 
kingdom, and above all, they all possessed the weak and fallible characteristics of human beings. 
 
Context of Lesson 
These weak and fallible human characteristics often got the apostles in trouble - with man, with Jesus, and 
with themselves. 
 
I. In Trouble with Man 
A. The Disciples of John the Baptist 
The disciples of John came to Jesus on one occasion and asked Jesus why the apostles did not fast as the 
Pharisees and the disciples of John did. (Matthew 9:14; Mark 2:18; Luke 5:33). Jesus replied that as long as 
they had the bridegroom with them they cannot fast (Mark 2:19). 
 
B. The Pharisees 
As Jesus and the apostles went through the grainfields on the sabbath, the apostles, being hungry, began to 
pluck ears of grain, rub them in their hands, and eat (Matthew 12:1; Mark 2:23; Luke 6:1).  Seeing the 
apostles doing this, the Pharisees came to Jesus and said, "Look, your disciples are doing what is not lawful 
to do on the sabbath" (Matthew 12:2).  Jesus answers the Pharisees by telling them how David ate the bread 
of the Presence in the house of God when he was hungry and how the Priests in the temple profane the 
sabbath and remain guiltless (Matthew 12:3-5; Mark 2:25-26; Luke 6:3-4).  Jesus then tells the Pharisees, 
"If you had known what this means, 'I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,' you would not have condemned the 
guiltless." (Matthew 12:7). 
 
C. The Scribes and Pharisees 
The Pharisees and Scribes came to Jesus and asked him, "Why do your disciples transgress the tradition of 
the elders?  For they do not wash their hands when they eat" (Matthew 15:1-2; Mark 7:1-2) and "Why do 
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your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with hands defiled?" (Mark 7:5).  
Jesus answered them saying, "for the sake of your tradition, you have made void the word of God.  You 
hypocrites~" (Matthew 15:6-7). 
 
II. In Trouble with Jesus 
A. They Misunderstood Jesus' Teachings 
When Jesus spoke in parables, the apostles did not understand his teachings.  On one occasion, the apostles 
came to Jesus after he had spoke in parables and asked him, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the 
field" (Matthew 13:36).  Jesus answered them, "Do you not understand this parable?  How then will you 
understand all the parables?" (Mark 4:13). 
 
B. They Were Weak in their Faith 
A man came to Jesus, bringing his son, and said, "Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he 
suffers terribly; for often he falls into the fire, and often into the water.  And I brought him to your 
disciples, and they could not heal him." (Matthew 17:14-16; Mark 9:17-18).  After Jesus healed the boy, 
the apostles asked Jesus privately, "Why could we not cast it out?" (Matthew 17:19; Mark 9:28).  Jesus 
answered, "Because of your little faith" (Matthew 17:20). 
 
2. They Let Ambition Overcome Them 
The apostles often discussed among themselves who was the greatest among them (Mark 9:33-34; Luke 
9:46-48; 22:24). On one occasion, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus and asked him if 
they could sit on eachside of him in the kingdom (Matthew 20:20-27; Mark 10:35-45). Jesus replied to 
them, "You do not know what you are asking" (Matthew 20:22; Mark 10:38). 
 
3. They Acted on Impulse 
As Jesus was being arrested by the crowd that had followed Judas Iscariot, Peter drew a sword and cut off 
the right ear of the high priest's slave, Malcus (Matthew 26:51; Mark 14:47; Luke 22:50; John 18:10).  
Jesus said, "No more of this!" and healed the slave's ear (Matthew 26:52; Luke 22:51).  Jesus then rebuked 
Peter saying,  Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup which the Father has given me?" 
(John 16:11). 
 
III. In Trouble with Themselves 
On several occasions the human characteristic of fear entered into the apostles. 
 
A. On the Sea of Galilee - Jesus Walking 
After the feeding of the 5,000, Jesus withdrew into the hills alone to pray.  He told his disciples to take the 
boat and go to the other side of the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 14:22-23; Mark 6:45-46).  A short time later, 
Jesus came to the men in the boat, walking on the water (Matthew 14:25; Mark 6:48).  The apostles, seeing 
him on the sea, were terrified, thinking him to be a ghost, and they cried out for fear (Matthew 14:26-28; 
Mark 6:50).  Jesus told them, "Take heart, it is I; have no fear" (Matthew 14:27). 
 
B. On the Sea of Galilee - The Storm 
One day when evening had come, Jesus said to the apostles, "Let us go across to the other side" (Mark 
4:35; Luke 8:22). Leaving the crowd behind (Mark 4:36), Jesus got into the boat and his disciples followed 
him (Matthew 8:23).  Other boats were with them (Mark 4:23).  A great storm arose on the sea as Jesus 
slept in the stern of the boat on a cushion (Mark 4:38). Waves beat into the boat, filling the boat with water, 
and threatening to swamp it (Matthew 8:24; Mark 4:37; Luke 8:23). The apostles woke Jesus from his sleep 
saying, "Master, Master" (Luke 8:24) "Teacher'~ (Mark 4:38) "Lord" (Matthew 8:25), do you not care if we 
perish? (Mark 4:38).  Jesus awoke, rebuked the wind and said to the sea, "Peace! Be still!" (Mark 4:39). 
Jesus then said to the apostles "Why are you afraid?  Where is your faith? (Mark 4:40; Luke 8:25). 
 
C. At the Transfiguration 
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Jesus took Peter, James and John up a high mountain to pray (Luke 9:28).  While there, Jesus was 
transfigured before them (Matthew 17:2; Mark 9:2; Luke 9:29).  Moses and Elijah then appeared and talked 
with Jesus (Matthew 17:3; Mark 9:4; Luke 9:30).  As they were talking; the apostles awoke from their sleep 
and saw Jesus, Moses and Elijah (Luke 9:32).  Moses and Elijah then departed (Luke 9:33)   Being 
exceedingly afraid to the point of not knowing what he was saying, Peter told Jesus, "Master, it is well that 
we are here; let us make three booths, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah" (Mark 9:5-6).  
 
A cloud then came and overshadowed them and they were afraid as they entered (Luke 9:34).  A voice 
spoke to them out of the cloud, saying, "This is my beloved son, listen to him" (Mark 9:7) and they were 
filled with awe (Matthew 17:6).  In an attempt to calm their fears, Jesus touched them and said, "Rise, and 
have no fear" (Matthew 17:7). 
 
D. At Jesus' Arrest, Trial, and Crucifixion 
Perhaps the worst fears the apostles ever faced occurred during the days of Jesus' arrest, trial and 
crucifixion. 
 
1. At the Arrest 
When Judas Iscariot brought the crowd to arrest Jesus, the apostles forsook him and fled, fearing for their 
lives (Matthew 26:56; Mark 14:50). 
 
2. At the Trial 
As Peter followed Jesus and the crowd at a distance (Luke 22:54), he was later to deny Jesus three times 
(Matthew26:69-75; Mark 14:66-72; John 18:15-18,25-27; Luke 22:55-63).  As he sat by a fire in the 
courtyard outside the palace of the high priest a maid came up to him and said, "You also were with Jesus 
the Galilean" (Matthew 26:69; Mark 14:66-67; Luke 22:56; John 18:17).  Peter denied it to the crowd 
saying, "I do not know what you mean" (Matthew 26:70; Mark 14:68; Luke 22:57; John 18:17).  
 
Trying to escape the crowd, Peter then went to the porch, where another maid recognized him and said, 
"This man was with Jesus of Nazareth" (Matthew 26:71; Mark 14:69; John 18:25).  Peter denied with an 
oath, "I do not know the man" (Matthew 26:72; John 18:25).  About an hour later, one of the servants of the 
high priest, a kinsman of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, came up to him and said, "Certainly you are 
also one of them, for your accent betrays you.  Did I not see you in the garden with him?" (Matthew 26:73; 
Mark 14:69; Luke 22:59; John 18:26).  Peter invokes a curse on himself and says, "I don not know the 
man" (Matthew 26:74; Mark 14:71; Luke 22:60; John 18:27).  Immediately the cock crowed (Matthew 
26:75; Mark 14:72; Luke 22:60; John 18:27). 
 
3. At the Crucifixion 
As Jesus hung on the cross, many of his disciples stood in the shadows to view the scene.  3esus' apostles, 
Peter and John, and several women were among those present who looked on from afar (Luke 23:49; John 
19:26). 
 
Conclusion of Lesson 
Someone once said that we should not be critical of others until we have walked a mile in their shoes.  
Certainly it would be easy for us today to be critical of the apostles and their desertion of Jesus during his 
arrest, trial and crucifixion because of their human fears.  Jesus himself had warned them of human fears 
when he said, "00 not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy 
both soul and body in hell" (Matthew 10:28).  The apostles had forsaken Jesus when he needed them most.   
 
He faced his accusers alone. But to the apostles credit, they did reappear "afar off" at the crucifixion.  And 
later, after overcoming their grief of Jesus' death, they began to proclaim to the world the story of the 
kingdom.  Human though they were, they were able to overcome their fears and prejudices and begin the 
task that had been set before them.  The apostles should be an example to us today when we as humans 
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ourselves, make up one excuse after another to run away and hide from the work of the Lord.  There is 
work to be done and we are the only ones that can do it. 
 
Take a closer look at the cross; see the apostles overcoming their fears; see them proclaiming the good 
news of Jesus.  How do you compare? 
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A Closer Look at the Cross Series 
#11 Sanhedrin Saints 

A closer look at the two disciples who took a stand for Jesus at the cross (Joseph 
of Arimathea and Nicodemus) 

 
The Sanhedrin was the highest Jewish tribunal during the Greek and Roman periods in history.  During 
most of the Roman period the internal government of the country was in its hands.  It had authority to deal 
with all judicial matters and measures of an administrative character not competently handled by lower 
courts or which the Roman procurator had not reserved for himself.   
 
It was the final court of appeal for all inferior courts and for all questions connected with the Mosaic law.  
It alone had the right of judging in matters affecting a whole tribe, determining questions of peace or war, 
and trying the high priest or members of its own body.  It pronounced on claims of prophets and charges of 
blasphemy. After the death of Herod the Great  during the reign of Archelaus and the Roman procurators, 
the Sanhedrin's civil authority was probably restricted to Judaea proper.   
 
During the time of Christ, the Sanhedrin could exercise some criminal authority.  It could order arrests by 
its own officers of justice (Matthew 26:47; Mark 14:43; Acts 4:3; 5:17; 9:2).  The King himself could be 
summoned to its bar.  It had the right of capital punishment until about 40 years before the destruction of 
Jerusalem.   
 
After that, it could still pass, but not execute a sentence of death without confirmation of the Roman 
procurator (John 15:31-32). This is why Jesus had to be tried before both the Sanhedrin and Pilate. The 
Roman procurator or the tribune of the garrison could remove prisoners from the Sanhedrin's jurisdiction 
(as in the case of Paul in Acts 22:30; 23:23). 
 
In the New Testament, the Sanhedrin was referred to as the Council (Matthew 5:22; 10:17; 26:59; Acts 
5:21, 34; 23:01; 24:20).  It was composed of 70 members plus its president, known as the High Priest.  Its 
members were drawn from three classes of Jews - the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders (Matthew 
16:21; 27:41; Mark 8:31; 11:27; 14:43, 53; 15:1; Luke 9:22; 22:26).  The chief priests were the current 
reigning High Priest, the former high priests, and members of the privileged families from which future 
high priests were selected.   
 
The scribes were the Phariasic element of the council.  The elders were the tribal and family heads of the 
people and the priesthood - the secular nobility of Jerusalem.  Only pure-blooded Jews were eligible for 
membership.  Members were thought to serve for life.  The council also had a vice-president, called the 
"head or father of the house of judgment", 2-3 secretaries, constables, and servants of the high priest 
(Matthew 5:25; 26:51; Mark 14:47; John 18:10). 
 
The council met in the court of the Gentiles.  It could meet every day except the Sabbath or holy days.  It 
could meet from the time of offering of the morning sacrifice until the time of offering of the evening 
sacrifice.  In all cases, a bare majority of its membership could acquit, but a majority of two was required to 
condemn.  To prevent hasty decisions by the council, judgment could be passed on the same day only if it 
was for acquittal.  Because of this, capital punishment cases were never tried on a Friday or a day before a 
feast. 
 
Context of Lesson 
During the time of Jesus, the Sanhedrin was Jesus' worst enemy.  Its members plotted to arrest him 
(Matthew 26:3; Mark 14:1-2; Luke 22:1), bring false witness against him (Matthew 26:59; Mark 14:55), 
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incite the crowds against him (Matthew 27:20; Mark 15:11), and force the Roman officials to consent to his 
death (Matthew 27:26; Mark 15:15; Luke 23:25; John 19:16).  It would appear from a casual reading of the 
scriptures that every member of the council was a bitter enemy of Jesus and sought to have him killed. 
 
However, upon closer examination of the scriptures, one can find that not all of the members of the 
Sanhedrin council felt this way about Jesus or consented to his death.  In fact, scriptures reveal that two 
members of the council were actually disciples of Jesus, albeit secretly. 
 
I. Nicodemus 
One of these council members was a man named Nicodemus.  Very little is known about his background 
except that he was a Pharisee (John 3:1), a ruler of the Jews (John 3:1), a member of the Sanhedrin (John 
7:50), an elderly man? (John 3:4), and a teacher of Israel (John 3:10). 
He was a man who came to Jesus by night (John 3:1-14).  During this visit, Nicodemus called Jesus 
"Rabbi" and acknowledged him as a teacher come from God, saying "no one can do these signs that you do, 
unless God is with him" (John 3:2).  It was Nicodemus who asked Jesus, "How can a man be born when he 
is old?  Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?" (John 3:4).  It was Nicodemus to 
whom the words of John 3:16 were spoken by Jesus, "For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life".  It was Nicodemus who 
later spoke up for Jesus at an assembly of the Sanhedrin by saying, "Does our law judge a man without first 
giving him a hearing and learning what he does?" (John 7:51).  It was Nicodemus who brought a hundred-
pound mixture of myrrh and aloes to be used in the burial preparation of the body of Jesus.  It was 
Nicodemus who assisted in wrapping the body of Jesus in linen cloths with the spices and placing the body 
in the garden tomb. 
 
Some have painted the picture of Nicodemus as being a man of cowardice and fear.  They have pictured 
him as being afraid that others would discover his interest in Jesus because he came under the cover of 
darkness to Jesus.  This may not be the true picture of Nicodemus at all.  Nicodemus, being a teacher, 
would have been busy throughout the day performing his teaching duties.  Jesus also would have been 
occupied all day in his own ministry.  It very well could have been that Nicodemus came to Jesus by night 
because it was the only opportune time he had available.  It could also have been because Nicodemus had 
discovered the master teacher and just couldn't wait until morning to learn from him.  In either case, it 
would not have been because Nicodemus was fearful of what others might think.  Wasn't it Nicodemus who 
later spoke up on Jesus' behalf at a Sanhedrin council meeting?  Wasn't it Nicodemus who later assisted in 
the burial of the body of Jesus?  Oo these seem like the deeds of a coward? 
 
II. Joseph of Arimathea 
The second of these council members was Joseph of Arimathea.  Very little is known about his background 
except that he was a Jew (Matthew 27:57), a resident of Arimathea, a city of Jews (Matthew 27:57), a rich 
man (Matthew 27:57), and a respected member of the Jewish council (Mark 15:43; Luke 23:50). 
 
He was a good and righteous kingdom of God (Mark 15:43; (Matthew 27:57) who did not (John 19:38), 
and a council council's purpose and deeds man (Luke 23:50), a man looking for the Luke 23:5), a secret 
disciple of Jesus reveal his faith for fear of the Jews member who did not consent to the concerning Jesus 
(Luke 23:51). 
 
It was Joseph of Arimathea who went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus after his death (Matthew 
27:58; Mark 15:43; Luke 23:52).  It was Joseph of Arimathea who wrapped the body of Jesus in a clean 
linen shroud with the spices provided by Nicodemus (Matthew 27:59; Mark 15:46; Luke 23:53; John 
19:40).  It was Joseph of Arimathea who laid the body of Jesus in the new garden tomb that he himself had 
hewn in the rock (Matthew 27:60; Mark 15:46; Luke 23:53; Isaiah 53:9)   It was Joseph of Arimathea, who 
along with Nicodemus, rolled a great stone against the door of the tomb of Jesus (Matthew 27:60; Mark 
15:46). 
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Some have also painted the picture of Joseph of Arimathea as being a man of cowardice and fear.  They 
have pictured him as being afraid that others would discover his interest in Jesus because he feared the 
Jews (John 19:38).  This may not be thetrue picture of Joseph of Arimathea either.  Scripture also tells us 
that Joseph of Arimathea did not consent to the council's purpose and deeds concerning Jesus (Luke 23:51).  
Was this was an outward display of nonconsent?  Or was it nonconsent represented by his not taking part in 
the council's vote to condemn Jesus? 
 
Conclusion of Lesson 
Whether Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea were secret disciples of Jesus before his death is subject to 
interpretation and speculation.  However, the fact remains that, in the end, both of these Sanhedrin 
members made their faith in Jesus undenyably known to the world by openly performing the burial 
preparation of Jesus  body and placing it in the garden tomb. This is a fact that no biblical student can deny.  
When the chips were down, Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea both showed their true colors. 
 
Can we be critical of Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea for possibly hiding their faith in Jesus?  Can we 
say that we would not do the same thing under similar circumstances?  Can we even say that we aren't 
hiding our faith today - at work?  at school?  at home?  in front of our neighbors?  in front of our children?  
in front of our friends?  in our everyday activities?  in our work for the church?  Are we truly putting Jesus 
Christ and God's church and its activities first in our lives?  If not, we are guilty of doing the same thing 
that some accuse Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea doing.  Do we fear being found out that we are 
believers in Christ today?  If we don't speak out for the church and the word of God in our everyday 
activities, in our discussions with our neighbors and friends, even total strangers, we aren't letting our lights 
shine as we should be doing.  Doing nothing at all to "witness" to others our faith in Jesus as the Saviour is 
parallel to the aethist who says there is no God.  Neither attitude builds up God's kingdom before mankind. 
 
From the Holman Bible Dictrionary 

NICODEMUS (Nih kuh dee' muhs) Personal name meaning, “innocent of blood.” John identifies 
Nicodemus as a Pharisee, “a ruler of the Jews” (John 3:1), that is, a member of the Sanhedrin, the Jewish 
ruling council, and as “a teacher of Israel” (John 3:10), that is, an authority on the interpretation of the 
Hebrew scriptures. Nicodemus’ coming at night suggests his timidity and his trek from the darkness of his 
own sin and ignorance to the light of Jesus (John 3:2). Nicodemus greeted Jesus with a title of respect, 
“Rabbi” (teacher), recognizing Him as a God-sent teacher whose signs bore witness to the presence of God 
(John 3:2). Jesus replied that Nicodemus could never see the kingdom of God without being “born again” 
(v. 3) or “born of water and of the Spirit” (v. 5). Nicodemus could only marvel at the impossibility of such 
a thing (vv. 4, 9), but the text does not indicate whether Jesus was finally able to make it clear to him. 

True to his name, Nicodemus defended Christ before his peers (John 7:51) who were unaware that one 
of their number might have believed in Him (v. 48). Their response is a twofold rebuke which may be 
paraphrased “Are you a Galilean peasant?” and “Are you ignorant of the Scriptures?” (v. 52). 

The reference to Nicodemus’ initial coming at night highlights his later public participation in Jesus’ 
burial (John 19:39-41). Nicodemus’ contribution was enough aloes and spices to prepare a king for burial, 
and so he did. On one level, the burial was a simple act of Pharisaic piety (compare Tobit 1:17). On a 
deeper level, it recognized that in His suffering and death, Christ fulfilled His role as King of the Jews. 

Joseph of Arimathea, a rich member of the Sanhedrin and a righteous man who sought the kingdom of 
God (Matt. 27:57; Mark 15:43; Luke 23:50). After the crucifixion, Joseph, a secret disciple of Jesus, 
requested the body from Pilate and laid it in his own unused tomb (Matt. 27:57-60; Mark 15:43-46; Luke 
23:50-53; John 19:38-42). Arimathea is probably the same as Ramathaim-zophim (1 Sam. 1:1) northwest 
of Jerusalem. 
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A Closer Look at the Cross Series 
#12 Awe-filled Adversaries 

A closer look at the Centurion and four Roman soldiers who recognized Christ at the cross. 
 
Few people who actually witnessed the crucifixion of 3esus and the events surrounding it could leave the 
scene unaffected by it.  Luke 5 account of the scene records, "all the multitudes who assembled to see the 
sight, when they saw what had taken place, returned home beating their breasts" (Luke 23:48).  These 
people knew they had witnessed something that would forever be remembered in their lives. 
 
But it wasn't just the multitudes that were affected by the crucifixion scene.  There were several individuals 
within those multitudes who also came away from the cross of Calvary with a new awareness of who 3esus 
actually was.  One such individual was the person assigned the duty of watching over the crucifixion and 
insuring that peace and order was upheld.  He was the Roman centurion who stood by the cross along with 
four other Roman soldiers under his command.  The centurion was there, not by choice, but because of his 
position and occupation.  He too would leave the crucifixion scene affected by the death of the savior of 
mankind. 
 
Context of Lesson 
I. The Centurion's Position in the Roman Army. 
A Roman legion of soldiers consisted of 6,000 men.  Each legion was divided into 60 centuries of 100 men 
each.  Each century was guided by a leader known as a centurion.  Each centurion was a man of ability, 
discipline and integrity.  He was trained to be a leader, a person of standard without questionable character, 
and a person who could be counted on to get the job done. 
 
II. The Centurions Mentioned in Scripture 
Each centurion mentioned in the New Testament displayed the qualities of leadership and authority 
expected of his position. Without exception, each one mentioned either by name or position in scripture is 
spoken of with honor, recognition and respect. 
 
A.  Cornelius, the Centurion (Acts 10:1-48) 
Scripture describes Cornelius as [1] a resident of Caesarea (10:1);  [2) a member of the Italian Cohort 
(10:1);  [3] a devout man (10:2);  [4] a man who feared God with all his household (10:2);  [5) a man who 
gave alms liberally to the people (10:2);  [6] a man who prayed constantly to God (10:2); [7]  an upright 
and God-fearing man (10:22);  [8] a man well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation (10:22); [9] a man 
whose prayers have been heard and whose alms have been remembered before God (10:31); [10] a convert 
to Christianity (10:48). 
 
B. Julius, the Centurion (Acts 27:1-28:16) 
Scripture describes Julius as [1) a member of the Augustian Cohort (27:1);  [2] a man who treated Paul 
kindly (27:3);  [3] a man who allowed Paul to go to his friends and be cared for (27:3);  [4) a man who 
listened to the captain and owner of the ship (27:11);  [5] a man who prevented the soldiers from killing 
Paul and the other prisoners on the ship (27:42);  [6] a man who allowed Paul and the other prisoners to 
swim to shore from the grounded ship (27:43);  [7) a man who allowed Paul to stay by himself with the 
soldier that guarded him (28:16). 
 
C. The Unnamed Centurion with the Sick Servant (Matthew 8:5-13, Luke 7:2-10) 
Scripture describes this unnamed centurion as [1] a resident of Capernaum (8:5; 7:1);  [2) a roman whose 
slave was dear to him (7:2);  [3] a roman thought of as worthy by the Jews (7:4); [4] a roman who loved the 
Jewish nation (7:5);  [5] a roman who had a synagogue built for the Jews (7:5);  [7] a roman who knew 
Jewish custom (7:6);  [8] a man who believed in Jesus and his authority (8:8; 7:7);  [9] a man of great faith 
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(8:11; 7:9). 
 
D. The Unnamed Centurion at the Cross (Matthew 27:54; Mark 16:39; Luke 23:47; John 19:23-25) 
During his arrest, trial and crucifixion, Jesus encountered many Roman soldiers.  A band of soldiers 
accompanied Judas Iscariot to the garden to arrest Jesus (John 18:3).  These soldiers then seized and bound 
Jesus and led him to Annas, the father~in-law of the High Priest (John 18:12-13).  Jesus was then taken by 
soldiers to Caiaphas, the High Priest (John 18:24).  Soldiers of Pilate the govenor took Jesus into the 
praetorium where a whole battalion of soldiers gathered (Matthew 27:27).  There they stripped Jesus, put a 
scarlet robe on him, placed a crown of thorns on his head and beat him with a reed (Matthew 27:28-30).  
Soldiers of Herod treated Jesus with contempt and mocked him (Luke 23:11).  Soldiers accompanied Jesus 
on his journey to the cross (Matthew 27:32-33).  Soldiers were placed at the cross to keep watch over the 
crucifixion (Matthew 27:54).  Four soldiers divided Jesus' garments at the foot of the cross and cast lots for 
his tunic (John 19:23). 
 
In all of Jesus' encounters with these various groups of Roman soldiers, only on one occasion is a centurion 
ever mentioned in scripture as being present.  Certainly centurions would have been present at all these 
encounters, but only once did the writers of the gospel feel it important enough to note the presence of a 
centurion.  Their mention of this centurion being present is not without special merit.  For it was this 
unnamed centurion who put into words the thoughts of many of the multitude as they left the scene of 
Calvary that day. Scripture records the words of the centurion as being, "Certainly this man was innocent11 

(Luke 23:47).  Other accounts note that the centurion, along with the four soldiers who gambled for Jesus1 

garments, together said, "Truly this was the son of God11 (Matthew 27:54; Mark 16:39). 
 
What was it that made this unnamed centurion state to the multitude present at the crucifixion these notable 
words? Prior to Jesus1 death this centurion was probably among the Roman soldiers who had scorned, 
mocked, ridiculed and physically mistreated Jesus.  He had probably witnessed the Jews' hatred for the man 
Jesus, and their constant implorement that he be crucified.  What was it that made the centurion see Jesus as 
more than just another criminal being crucified on the cross? 
 
Scripture records several possible reasons for this abrupt change.  Many supernatural events took place at 
Jesus' death. One was the three hours of darkness that occurred from noon until 3 p.m. that day (Matthew 
27:45; Mark 15:33; Luke 23:44) Another was an earthquake that occurred causing the rocks to split 
(Matthew 27:51).  A third was the curtain of the temple splitting from top to bottom (Matthew 27:51; Mark 
16:38; Luke 23:45).  And finally tombs of the saints were opened and many bodies of the saints were raised 
(Matthew 27:52).  Scripture records that when the centurion and soldiers say these events they were filled 
with awe and said, "Truly this was the son of God" (Matthew 27:54).  They were awe-filled adversaries 
who suddenly recognized that Jesus was indeed the son of God. Advocates who changed from adversaries 
to advocates. 
 
Conclusion of Lesson 
How do you stand before Jesus today?  Are you an adversary or an advocate?  Have you taken that initial 
step of recognizing Jesus as the son of God?  Or are you still lost in the darkness that surrounded the cross?  
Are you willing to state before others your belief in Jesus as the son of God?  Would you make a decision 
for Jesus right now and put him on as your personal savior in the watery grave of baptism? 
 
 
 
 

 
 



92 

 

A Closer Look at the Cross Series 
#13 Sentence Sermons 

A closer look at the seven last words of Jesus spoken at the cross 
 
Have you ever walked through an old cemetary and read the gravestones?  It can make for a very 
interesting outing.  A lot of information can be learned about the people buried there just from the 
inscriptions on their gravestones -their dates of birth and death, their age, their name, even their family 
history (who they married, who their children were).   
 
Sometimes you'll even find an inscription describing the person - a short verse or words the person or his 
family and friends wished him to be remembered by.  These inscriptions are called epitaphs.  Some 
epitaphs have become famous and well known -remembered several generations later.  Books have even 
been written about the epitaphs found on certain gravestones. 
 
But a person doesn't have to be dead to be remembered by an epitaph of words. Often nicknames or phrases 
become associated with one particular person, and whenever those nicknames or phrases are heard, that 
individual immediately comes to mind.  Another way a person may be remembered is by the words he uses 
in his speech.  Without realizing it, we can offend a person by the words we say and use.  Words of anger, 
harshness, slang, and ridicule, may be the ones that end up associated with us in some person's memory, 
never to be forgotten How important it is for us to remember to speak only words of love, kindness and 
praise to other people. 
 
Have you ever thought about what words you are likely to be remembered by? Many people, without 
thinking, have said that they wished they knew what the future held for them just so they would be able to 
select more appropriate words to express to someone.  In reality, its doubtful these people realize what they 
are really asking for.   
 
The future is most often best not known. Some people In life have that wish granted, even when they didn't 
ask for it. Cancer patients, heart attack victims, AIDS patients, and many other persons inflicted with 
incurable diseases, unrepairable failing bodies, or physical disfigurements all know their futures - and they 
wish they didn't.  These people often become embittered because they do know their future and can't do 
anything about it. 
 
On the other hand, some other people in these same situations endure their afflictions and live outgoing, 
happy, otherwise positive lives.  What is the difference?  It isn't the knowledge of the future that causes 
people to be one way or the other, but rather what the person's life is centered on, the person's inner 
strengths, the moral fiber he or she is made of, and the knowledge of their purpose in life, that together play 
a important part in determining the person's outlook and attitude on their life. 
 
JESUS IS AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE IN THIS REGARD.  Final acts. Final hours. Final words. They 
reflect a life well lived. So do the last words of our Master. When on the edge of death, Jesus got his house 
in order. 
 
He definitely knew what his future would be.  The reality of the cross was always before him.  Like a 
death-row inmate, his future was fixed and certain.  There was never any doubt in Jesus' mind about his 
own destiny.  Yet his last words, spoken almost 2,000 years ago during his anguish and agony on the cross, 
still serve as epitaphs to guide mankind in their memory of him today. 
 
Jesus' Last Words on the Cross: 
1. Words of Forgiveness  
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(Luke 23:34) "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do." 
Were the words of chance muttered  by a desperate martyr? No. They were words of intent, painted by the 
Divine Deliverer on the canvas of sacrifice. 
 
Final words, final acts. Each one is a window through which the cross can be better understood. Each one 
opens a treasury of promises. 
 
The dialogue that Friday morning was bitter. From the onlookers, “Come down from the cross if you are 
the Son of God!” From the religious leaders, “He saved others but he can’t save himself.” From the 
soldiers, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 
 
Bitter words. Acidic with sarcasm. Hateful. Irreverent. Wasn’t it enough that he was being crucified? 
Wasn’t it enough that he was being shamed as a criminal? Were the nails insufficient? Was the crown of 
thorns too soft? Had the flogging been too short? For some, apparently so. 
 
Peter, a writer not normally given to using many descriptive verbs, says that the passers-by “hurled” insults 
at the crucified Christ. They didn’t just yell or speak or scream. They “hurled” verbal stones. They had 
every intention of hurting and bruising. “We’ve broken the body, now let’s break the spirit.” So they strung 
their bows with self-righteousness and launched stinging arrows or pure poison.  
 
Of all the scenes around the cross, this one angers me the most. What kind of people, I ask myself, would 
mock a dying man? Who would be so base as to pour the salt of scorn upon open wounds? How low and 
perverted to sneer at one who is laced with pain. Who would make fun of a person who is seated in an 
electric chair? Or who would point and laugh at a  criminal who has a hangman’s noose around his neck?  
 
The words thrown that day were meant to wound. And there is nothing more painful than words meant to 
hurt. That’s why James called the tongue a fire. Its burns are every bit as destructive and disastrous as those 
of a blowtorch. 
 
If you have suffered or are suffering because of someone else’s words, you’ll be glad to know that there is a 
balm for this laceration. Meditate on those words from 1 Peter 2:23: “When they hurled their insults at him, 
he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges 
justly.” 
 
Man had done his worst: Jesus, the Messiah, had come to earth and the world did not receive Him. 
 
With all He had undergone, from the Jews1 the religious leaders, and the leaders of government.. what 
would we expect to find? Is Jesus crying for pity? Is He casting down vile words to His crucifiers? 
 
Luke 23:34  "Jesus said, "Father , forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." And they 
divided up his clothes by casting lots." 
 
Jesus was doing what every one of us should be doing when things go wrong around us: He was praying! 
This also gives us the encouragement to keep on praying for any loved ones we have who might otherwise 
"be beyond prayer." 
 
Luke's gospel has given us many, many pictures of Jesus praying. 
- His hands could no longer minister to the sick--they were nailed to the cross 
- HIs feet could no longer run errands of mercy 
- He could no longer instruct His disciples, for they had forsaken Him and fled 
 
WE SEE THE FULLFILLMENT OF THE PROPHETIC WORD 
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As we say last week from Isaiah 53:7, it was foretold that the Savior would make intercession for His 
transgressors. This also takes place for us today: Hebrews 7:25: "Therefore he is able to save completely 
those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them." 
 
WE SEE THE DIVINE ESTINATE OF SIN AND ITS CONSEQUENT GUILT 
Sin is always sin in the sight of God whether we are conscious of it or not. Sins of ignorance need 
atonement just as much as conscious sins.  Ignorance is not innocence! There were five sins involved in the 
crucifixion of Christ: 
- The sin of ignorance 
Acts 3:17 "Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders." 
 
1 Corinthians 2:8  "None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory." 
 
- The sin of hated 
John 15:25  "But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: 'They hated me without reason.' 
 
They hated Christ because of His condemnation of their evil; He condemned their traditions and their 
hypocrisy. 
 
- The sin of the love of money 
Judas betrayed Christ for 30 pieces of silver. 
 
- The sin of envy 
Matthew 27:18 "For he knew it was out of envy that they had handed Jesus over to him." 
 
- The sin of lying 
False witnesses had been used in the trial of Jesus.. money was offered to the soldiers to lie about the 
resurrection (Matthew 28:12-13: "When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they 
gave the soldiers a large sum of money, (13) telling them, "You are to say, 'His disciples came during the 
night and stole him away while we were asleep.” 
 
WE SEE BLINDNESS OF THE HUMANITY 
The people certainly understood the fact of this crucifixion--they remembered crying out "crucify him." 
 
But they likely didn't realize the enormity of their crime. They didn't realize Jesus was the King of Glory. 
 
Luke 7:29-30: "(All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus' words, acknowledged that 
God's way was right, because they had been baptized by John. (30) But the Pharisees and experts in the 
law rejected God's purpose for themselves, because they had not been baptized by John.)" 
 
WE SEE JESUS PRACTICING WHAT HE PREACHED 
Jesus had said, early in His ministry, that they should "love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them who despitefully use you and persecute you." Now He does 
it! I'm convinced that this was noticed by that thief more than anything else. 
 
WE SEE MAN'S GREAT AND PRIMARY NEED 
The first important lesson which all need to learn is this: we are sinners and therefore, unfit for the presence 
of a Holy God. No matter what we do good in life, it will not be enough to settle the sin question. 
 
IF WE HAD... 
The patience of Job.. .the wisdom of Solomon... the meekess of Noses... the strength of .......the faith of 
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Abraham . the compassion of Joseph...the tears of Jeremiah.. the devotion of David... the voice of Elijah.. 
.the courage of Daniel...the greatness of John the Baptist... the zeal of Peter...the endurance of Paul.. WE 
WOULD STILL NEED: "The salvation that is in Christ Jesus" 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 "For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God-- (9) not by works, so that no one can boast." 
 
WE SEE THE TRIUMPH OF REDEMPTION 
There are a number of things Jesus could have done.. but He didn't. And this is the triumph we seek in our 
lives! 
 
Close with reading Romans 8:28-32 
 
Jesus' first "last words" on the cross showed his continuing awareness of the reason he was enduring the 
crucifixion.  He was still acutely aware that his one and only mission in being on earth was to provide 
mankind with a way of escape from their burdens of sin    
 
Even as he hung painfully on the cross, his back ripped open and bleeding from the scourging he had 
earlier received, his hands pierced with the nails of the cross, his ears and mind receiving scorn and ridicule 
from the people standing at his feet, Jesus never once let his mission be forgotten.  As a last loving proof of 
his concern for mankind, he implored his heavenly father to forgive the very ones who were responsible for 
his agonizing torment, explaining to his father that they were unaware of what they were doing. 
 
Yes, the dialogue that Friday morning was bitter. The verbal stones were meant to sting. How Jesus, with a 
body wracked with pain, eyes blinded by his own blood, and lungs yearning for air, could speak on behalf 
of some heartless thug is beyond our comprehension. Never, never have I seen such love. If ever a person 
deserved a shot at revenge, Jesus did. But he didn’t take it. Instead he died for them.  
 
Have you ever wondered how Jesus kept from retaliating? Have you ever asked how he kept his control. 
Here’s the answer:…”for they do not know what they are doing.” It’s as if Jesus considered this 
bloodthirsty, death-hungry crowd not as murderers, but as victims. It’s as if he saw in their faces not hatred 
but confusion. It’s as if he regarded them not as a militant mob but, as he put it, as “sheep without a 
shepherd.” 
 
 
2. Words of Salvation  
(Luke 23:43) "Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 
 
Jesus' second "last words" were similar to his first in that they were concerned with the forgiveness of sins, 
this time for the sins of an individual instead of the sins of mankind in total.   
 
Two robbers were crucified with Jesus.  As they hung on their crosses of death beside Jesus, one of the 
robbers joined in with the crowds and rebuked Jesus saying, "Are you not the Christ?  Save yourself and 
us!"  But the other robber immediately rebuked the first saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under 
the same sentence of condemnation?  And we indeed justly; for we are receiving the due reward of our 
deeds; but this man had done nothing wrong."  (Luke 23:39-41).  Then he said, "Jesus remember me when 
you come in your kingly power.11  (Luke 23:42).   
 
Full of compassion for the sins of this repentant robber, Jesus speaks the second of his "last words". Proof 
again that, despite his bodily afflictions, his mind remainded centered on his one purpose in life. 
 
The only thing more outlandish than the request was that it was granted. Just trying to picture the scene is 



96 

 
enough to short-circuit the most fanciful of imaginations: a flatnosed ex-con asking God’s son for eternal 
life? But trying to imagine the appeal being honored, well, that steps beyond the realm of reality and enters 
absurdity. 
 
But as absurd as it may appear, that’s exactly what happened. He who deserved hell got heaven, and we are 
left with a puzzling riddle. We need to learn what Jesus intended us to learn from this situation. 
 
While Jesus hung on the cross, He never once uttered a defense. He didn’t yell out, “You’ve got the wrong 
man. I didn’t commit an offense worthy of death. You are crucifying an innocent man.”  
 
In fact, not only did Jesus utter no defense…none of His disciples protested His persecution. Not one 
disciple spoke out on Jesus' behalf. They all remained silent as they watched their friend and teacher suffer 
intense pain. 
 
Interestingly enough…the only person who spoke out in defense of Jesus was a convicted criminal…a 
thief…a robber…an unrighteous, sinful man. 
 
We are told in the Bible that while this thief was hanging on a cross next to Jesus, he told the other thief, 
“this man (talking about Jesus) has done nothing wrong.” 
 
This thief had the courage and the faith to stand up for Jesus. And this impressed Jesus so much that He 
told the man that he would join Him in paradise. This is a wonderful story. 
 
HERE ARE SOME LESSONS THAT WE CAN LEARN FROM JESUS’ SECOND SAYING FROM THE 
CROSS. 
(1) FIRST, FROM THIS STORY WE LEARN THE TRUE MEANING OF SALVATION BY 
GRACE. 
This condemned unworthy thief received salvation. He didn't deserve it. In fact, in Matthew's account of 
this event, this thief had earlier heaped insults upon Jesus (Matthew 27:44). He had verbally abused and 
attacked Jesus.  But as this man hung on the cross, his heart softened and he obtained a penitent heart. He 
wanted Jesus to forgive him…to remember him in the kingdom, which Jesus did. 
 
But I ask you…how in the world could this criminal be saved? He was a convicted robber who was 
sentenced to death. He had probably been a thief for many years…taking things that did not belong to him. 
He had lived a sinful life. So how could he receive salvation? He received salvation through the unearned 
gift of God's grace. And it is through this wonderful grace that we can be saved as well.  
 
This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus" (Rom. 3:22-24). 
 
My friends, through Jesus Christ, we can be freely justified by the grace of God.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: 
In 1944, Bert Frizen was an infantryman on the front lines in Europe. One day, his patrol reached the edge 
of a wooded area with an open field before them. Unknown to the Americans, a battery of Germans waited 
in a trenches about two hundred yards across the field.  
 
Bert was one of two scouts who moved out into the clearing. Once he was halfway across the field, the 
remainder of his battalion followed. Suddenly the Germans opened fire, and machine gun fire ripped into 
both of Bert's legs. The American battalion withdrew into the woods for protection, while a rapid exchange 
of fire continued.  
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Bert lay helplessly in a small stream as shots volleyed overhead. There seemed to be no way out. To make 
matters worse, he now noticed that a German soldier was crawling toward him. Death appeared imminent; 
he closed his eyes and waited. To his surprise, a considerable period passed without the expected attack, so 
he ventured opening his eyes again. He was startled to see the German kneeling at his side, smiling. He 
then noticed that the shooting had stopped. Troops from both sides of the battlefield watched anxiously. 
Without any verbal exchange, this mysterious German reached down to lift Bert in his arms and proceeded 
to carry him to the safety of Bert's comrades.  
 
Having accomplished his self-appointed mission, and still without speaking a word, the German soldier 
turned and walked back across the field to his own troop. No one dared break the silence of this sacred 
moment. Moments later the cease-fire ended, but not before all those present had witnessed how one man 
risked everything for his enemy.  
 
Bert's life was saved through the compassion of a man whom he considered his enemy.  
 
Our salvation has been made available through the compassion of one man…Jesus Christ. He laid down 
His life so that we may live. 
 
The undeserved grace that the thief received on the cross is the same grace that is available to us today.  If 
you have not received this marvelous grace of God, please do so today. To receive salvation, you must 
believe in Jesus Christ…repent of your sins…confess faith in the Lord…be baptized for the forgiveness of 
your sins…and live faithfully to the end.  
 
(2) SECOND, FROM THIS STORY WE LEARN THAT NO MATTER WHAT WE HAVE DONE 
IN OUR PAST WE CAN STILL BE SAVED. 
I don’t know for sure, but chances are the thief had not lived his life for God. He probably didn’t attend the 
synagogue on a regular basis…He probably lived his life without regard for the things of God.  
 
But while on the cross, He changed. He became a spiritually minded person. The afterlife became 
important to him. As he was approaching death, he got his life right with God.  Because of his faith in 
Christ, this thief received salvation although his past was full of sin and unrighteousness. 
 
No matter what we have done in our past, God will accept us and give us another chance if we are willing 
to follow His will. 
 
God is not interested in what we once were; instead, He is interested in what we can become. Many people 
in the Bible overcame a turbulent past, and became great and faithful servants of the Lord. 
a. Abraham, the father of the Hebrew nation, at one time worshipped other gods (Joshua 24:2).  
b. David, the third King of Israel, although he committed adultery, became a man after God’s own heart. 
c. Paul, the great apostle of Jesus Christ, at one time had Christians arrested and killed. 
 
Although at one time these men lived ungodly lives, they were given another chance and eventually they 
became great servants of the Lord, and so can we. We must forget our past failures and focus on our future 
successes. 
 
Paul put it this way in (Phil. 3:13-14) “But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus.” 
 
(3) THIRD, FROM THIS STORY WE LEARN THAT WE MUST ACCEPT GOD’S SALVATION 
BEFORE IT IS TO LATE 
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The other thief on the cross-had an opportunity to get his life right with God, however, he chose not to. His 
life ended without salvation. Maybe if he had a few more years he would have eventually made the 
decision to follow Christ. But his time ran out. 
 
Some comments about the value of each human being 
Why do we do what we do? Why do we take blatandy black-and-white and paint it gray? Why are priceless 
mores trashed while senseless standards are obeyed? What causes us to elevate the body and degrade the 
soul? what causes us to pamper the skin while we pollute the heart? 
 
Our values are messed up. Someone broke into the store and exchanged all the price tags. Thrills are going 
for top dollar and the value of human beings is at an all-time low.  
 
One doesn't have to be a philosopher to determine what caused such a sag in the market. It all began when 
someone convinced us that the human race is headed nowhere. That man has no destiny. That we are in a 
cycle. That there is no reason or rhyme to this absurd existence. Somewhere we got the idea that we are 
meaninglessly trapped on a puny mudheap that has no destination. The earth is just a spinning mausoleum 
and the universe is purposeless. The creation was incidental and humanity has no direction. Pretty gloomy, 
huh? 
 
The second verse is even worse. If man has no destiny, then he has no duty. No obligation, no responsi-
bility. If man has no destiny, then he has no guidelines or goals. If man has no destiny, then who is to say 
what is right or wrong? Who is to say that a husband can't leave his wife and family? Who is to say you 
can't abort a fetus? What is wrong with shacking up? Who says I can't step on someone's neck to get to the 
top? It's your value system against mine. No absolutes. No principles. No ethics. No standards. Life is 
reduced to weekends, paychecks, and quick thrills. The bottom line is disaster. 
 
“The existentialist," writes existentialist Jean-Paul Sartre, "finds it extremely embarrassing that God does 
not exist, for there disappears with him all possibility of finding values in an intelligible heaven. Everything 
is indeed permitted if God does not exist, and man is in consequence forlorn, for he cannot find anything to 
depend on within or without himself.” 
 
If man has no duty or destiny, the next logical step is that man has no value. If man has no future, he isn't 
worth much. He is worth, in fact, about as much as a tree or a rock. No difference. There is no reason to be 
here, therefore, there is no value. 
 
And you've seen the results of this. Our system goes haywire. We feel useless and worthless. We freak out. 
We play games. We create false value systems. We say that you are valuable if you are pretty. We say that 
you are valuable if you can produce. We say that you are valuable if you can slam-dunk a basketball or 
snag a pop fly. You are valuable if your name has a "Dr." in front of it or Ph.D. on the end of it. You are 
valuable if you have a six-figure salary and drive a foreign car. 
Value is now measured by two criteria, appearance and performance. 
 
Pretty tough system, isn't it? Where does that leave the retarded? Or the ugly or uneducated? Where does 
that place the aged or the handicapped? What hope does that offer the unborn child? Not much. Not much 
at all. We become nameless numbers on mislaid lists. 
 
Now please understand, this is man's value system. It is not God's. His plan is much brighter. God, with 
eyes twinkling, steps up to the philosopher's blackboard, erases the never-ending, ever-repeating circle of 
history and replaces it with a line; a hopefilled, promising, slender line. And, looking over his shoulder to 
see if the clas is watching, he draws an arrow on the end. 
 
In God's book man is heading somewhere. He has an amazing destiny. We are being prepared to walk 
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down the church aisle and become the bride of Jesus. We are going to live with him. Share the throne with 
him. Reign with him. We count. We are valuable. And what's more, our worth is built in! Our value is 
inborn. 
 
You see, if there was anything that Jesus wanted everyone to understand it was this: A person is worth 
something simply because he is a person. That is why he treated people like he did. Think about it. The girl 
caught making undercover thunder with  someone she shouldn't-he forgave her. The untouchable leper who 
asked for cleansing--he touched him. And the blind welfare case that cluttered the roadside-he honored 
him. And the worn-out old windbag addicted to self-pity near the pool of Siloam-he healed him! 
 
And don't forget the classic case study on the value of a person by Luke. It is called 'The Tale of the 
Crucified Crook." 
 
If anyone was ever worthless, this one was. If any man ever deserved dying, this man probably did. If any 
fellow was ever a loser, this fellow was at the top of the list. 
 
Perhaps that is why Jesus chose him to show us what he thinks of the human race. 
 
Maybe this criminal heard the Messiah speak. Maybe he had seen him love the lowly. Maybe he had 
watched him dine with the punks, pickpockets, and pot-mouths on the streets. Or maybe not. Maybe the 
only thing he knew about this Messiah was what he now saw: a beaten, slashed, nail-suspended preacher. 
His face crimson with blood, his bones peeking through torn flesh, his body heaving for air. 
 
Something, though, told him that he had never been in better company. And somehow he realized that even 
though all he had was a prayer, he had finally met the One to whom he should pray. 
 
"Any chance that you could put in a good word for me?" (Loose translation.) “Consider it done." 
 
Now why did Jesus do that? What in the world did he have to gain by promising this desperado a place of 
honor at the banquet table? What in the world could this chiseling quisling ever offer in return? I mean, the 
Samaritan woman I can understand. She should go back and tell the tale. And Zacheus, he had some money 
that he could give. But this guy? what is he going to do? Nothing! 
 
That's the point. Listen closely. Jesus' love does not depend upon what we do for him. Not at all. In the eyes 
of the King, you have value simply because you are. You don't have to look nice or perform well. Your 
value is inborn. Period. 
 
Think about that for just a minute. You are valuable just because you exist. Not because of what you do or 
what you have done, but simply because you are. Remember that. Remember that the next time you are left 
bobbing in the wake of someone's steamboat ambition. Remember that the next time some trickster tries to 
hang a bargain basement price tag on your self-worth. The next time someone tries to pass you off as a 
cheap buy, just think about the way Jesus honors you... and smile. 
 
I do. I smile because I know I don't deserve love like that. None of us do. When you get right down to it' 
any contribution that any of us make is pretty puny. All of us--even the purest of us --deserve heaven about 
as much as that crook did. All of us are signing on Jesus' credit card' not ours. 
 
And it also makes me smile to think that there is a grinning ex-con walking the golden streets who knows 
more about grace than a thousand theologians. No one else would have given him a prayer. But in the end 
that is all that he had. And in the end, that is all it took. No wonder they call him the Savior. (later 
comments by Max Lacado, No Wonder They Call Him the Savior) 
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3. Words of Affection  
(John 19:26-27) "Woman, behold your son! . . . behold your mother." 
 
In his final act of concern for others, Jesus speaks his third "last words" from the cross.  Looking into the 
faces of the crowds at the foot of the cross, Jesus sees standing afar off some of the disciples with whom he 
had shared his ministry.  John, one of the twelve apostles, stood nearby (John 19:26).  So did several of the 
women who had actively encouraged and supported Jesus throughout his ministry (Matthew 27:55; Mark 
15:40-41).  Then finally, Jesus saw his earthly mother – Mary (John 19:26).   
 
Remembering the love he received that only a mother can provide to her children, Jesus in his final act of 
love, insures that his own mother will be cared for following his impending death.  Seeing "the apostle 
whom Jesus loved" standing beside her, Jesus lovingly places the care for his mother in John's hands with 
the words, "behold your mother." 
 
While Jesus was hanging on the cross, His mother was standing near by. Can you imagine Mary’s horror as 
she looked up at her son who was suffering and near death? Those of you who are parents – especially 
those of you who have lost a child – can fully understand what Mary was going through.  
 
As we ponder this story, one thing that we must keep in mind is that Mary was a woman who over her 
lifetime had experienced a great deal of sorrow and grief. What sorrow she must have experienced when 
she had to lay her newborn son in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn. What anguish 
she suffered when she learned of Herod’s plan to destroy her child.  What hardship she faced when she was 
forced to flee to Egypt and stay there for several years to avoid Herod’s wrath. What grief must have filled 
her heart when she saw Jesus hated and persecuted by His own people.  
 
But all the grief that she had experienced through her lifetime did not compare with the grief that she must 
have suffered as she stood near the cross…watching her son die a horrible death. As Jesus was dying, He 
began thinking about His Mom. He knew how much she was suffering and grieving for Him, so He spoke 
to her. He provided her some words of comfort.  
 
When Jesus saw His mother there, and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, 
“Dear woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple 
took her into his home. 
 
While Jesus was gasping for air, He looked down at His mother…who probably had tear-stained 
cheeks…and said to her, (paraphrasing) “Mom, let John take care of you.” “John, please watch over my 
Mother.” Though Jesus would eventually rise from the dead, He knew He would not be on this earth to care 
for His mother, which was His responsibility as the oldest Jewish son. 
 
Therefore, Jesus transferred that duty to His beloved friend, John. John became Mary’s surrogate son. 
 
HERE ARE SOME LESSONS THAT WE CAN LEARN FROM THIS STORY. 
(1) FIRST, JESUS SHOWS US HOW IMPORTANT IT IS TO HONOR OUR PARENTS. 
As a boy, Jesus clearly honored and obeyed His parents. I think of the words of Scripture in Luke 2:51 
where we are told that Jesus “went down to Nazareth with (His parents) and was obedient to them.” 
 
Jesus respected His parents and was always obedient to them. Even on the cross Jesus showed Himself to 
be perfectly obedient…specifically to the fifth commandment, which teaches to honor your father and 
mother. With His words from the cross, Jesus demonstrated how children of all ages are to treat their 
parents. In essence, Jesus asked John to provide for His mother’s present and future needs. To give her 
shelter, food, clothing, protection, and love. Jesus arranged to have all that provided for His mother. 
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As Christians, we have a responsibility to provide for our parents. We must provide our parents with food, 
shelter, clothing, protection and love.  Taking care of our families is important and it takes precedence over 
helping non-family members.  
 
“If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the 
faith and is worse than an unbeliever” (1 Tim. 5:8). 
 
We should strive to help as many people as we can, but we must provide for our family. If we don’t, the 
Bible teaches that we have denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.  
 
(2) SECOND, JESUS TEACHES US THAT WHILE WE ARE GOING THROUGH DIFFICULT 
TIMES, WE CAN STILL BE CONCERNED ABOUT THE NEEDS OF OTHERS. 
Even though Jesus was suffering on the cross, He was still concerned about others. At times, when we are 
struggling with difficult situations, we become self-focused. We become so absorbed with our own 
struggles that we neglect those around us. But Jesus shows us that when we suffer, we should not only be 
concerned with our own welfare, but also with the welfare of others. 
 
ILLUSTRATION:  
Author and lecturer Leo Buscaglia once talked about a contest he was asked to judge. The purpose of the 
contest was to find the most caring child. The winner was a four-year-old child, whose next-door neighbor 
was an elderly gentleman who had recently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went into 
the old gentleman's yard, climbed onto his lap and just sat there. When his mother asked him what he had 
said to the neighbor, the little boy said, "Nothing, I just helped him cry."  
 
No matter what kind of trial we may be experiencing, we should still be concerned for others. We need to 
set aside our problems and help comfort people with their problems. We should do what that caring little 
child did in the story I just read…recognize a need…climb into someone’s lap…and cry with them.  
 
Max Lucado No Wonder They Call Him The Savior 
The gospel is full of rhetorical challenges that test our faith and buck against human nature. 
• "It is more blessed to give than to receive." 
• “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.” 
• "Only in his home town and in his own house is a prophet without honor." 
 
But no statement is as confusing or frightening as the one in Matthew 19:29. "And everyone who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred 
times as much and will inherit eternal life." 
 
The part about leaving land and fields I can understand. It is the other part that causes me to cringe. It's the 
part about leaving mom and dad, saying goodbye to brothers and sisters, placing a farewell kiss on a son or 
daughter. It is easy to parallel discipleship with poverty or public disgrace, but leaving my family? Why do 
I have to be willing to leave those I love? Can sacrifice get any more sacrificial than that? 
 
“Woman, behold your son.” 
 
Mary is older now. The hair at her temples is gray. Wrinkles have replaced her youthful skin. Her hands are 
calloused. She has raised a houseful of children. And now she beholds the crucifixion of her firstborn. 
 
One wonders what memories she conjures up as she witnesses his torture. The long ride to Bethlehem 
perhaps. A baby's bed made from cow's hay. Fugitives in Egypt. At home in Nazareth. Panic in. Jerusalem. 
"1 thought he was with you!" Carpentry lessons. Dinner table laughter. 
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And then the morning Jesus came in from the shop early, his eyes firmer, his voice more direct. He had 
heard the news. John is preaching in the desert." Her son took off his nail apron, dusted off his hands, and 
with one last look said goodbye to his mother. They both knew it would never be the same again. In that 
last look they shared a secret, the full extent of which was too painful to say aloud. 
 
Mary learned that day the heartache that comes from saying goodbye. From then on she was to love her son 
from a distance; on the edge of the crowd, outside of a packed house, on the shore of the sea. Maybe she 
was even there when the enigmatic promise was made, "Any one who has left…mother…for my sake." 
 
Mary wasn't the first one to be called to say good-bye to loved ones for the sake of the kingdom. Joseph 
was called to be an orphan in Egypt. Jonah was called to be a foreigner in Ninevah. Hannah sent her 
firstborn son away to serve in the temple. Daniel was sent from Jerusalem to Babylon. Nehemiah was sent 
from Susa to Jerusalem. Abraham was sent to sacrifice his own son. Paul had to say goodbye to his 
heritage. The Bible is bound together with goodbye trails and stained with farewell tears. 
 
In fact, it seems that goodbye is a word all too prevalent in the Christian's vocabulary. Missionaries know it 
well. Those who send them know it, too. The doctor who leaves the city to work in the jungle hospital has 
said it. So has the Bible translator who lives far from home. Those who feed the hungry, those who teach 
the lost, those who help the poor all know the word goodbye. 
 
Airports. Luggage. Embraces. Taillights. “Wave to grandma." Tears. Bus terminals. Ship docks. "Goodbye 
Daddy." Tight throats. Ticket counters. Misty eyes. “Write me!" 
 
Question: What kind of God would put people through such agony? What kind of God would give you 
families and then ask you to leave them? What kind of God would give you friends and then ask you to say 
goodbye? 
 
Answer: A God who knows that the deepest love is built not on passion and romance but on a common 
mission and sacrifice. 
 
Answer: A God who knows that we are only pilgrims and that eternity is so close that any "Goodbye" is in 
reality a "See you tomorrow." 
fAnswer: A God who did it himself. 
 
“Woman, behold your son." 
 
John fastened his arm around Mary a little tighter. Jesus was asking him to be the son that a mother needs 
and that in some ways he never was. 
 
Jesus looked at Mary. His ache was from a pain far greater than that of the nails and thorns. In their silent 
glance they again shared a secret. And he said goodbye. 
 
John: The One Who Stayed 

 I’ve always perceived John as a fellow who viewed life simply. "Right is right and wrong is wrong, and 
things aren't nearly as complicated as we make them out to be." 
 

 For example, defining Jesus would be a challenge to the best of writers, but John handles the task with casual 
analogy. The Messiah, in a word, was 'the Word.' A walking message. A love letter. Be he a fiery verb or a tender 
adjective, he was, quite simply, a word. 

 
 And life? Well, life is divided into two sections, light and darkness. If you are in one, you are not in the other and 

vice versa. Next question? 
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 “The devil is the father of lies and the Messiah is the father of truth. God is love and you are in his corner if 

you love, too. In fact, most problems are solved by loving one another." 
 
And sometimes, when the theology gets a bit thick, John pauses just long enough to offer a word of explanation. 
Because of this patient storytelling, we have the classic commentary, "God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son." 
 
But I like John most for the way he loved Jesus. His relationship with Jesus was, again, rather simple. To John, Jesus  
was a good friend with a good heart and a good idea. A once-upon-a-time storyteller with a somewhere~over~the-
rainbow promise. 
 
One gets the impression that to John, Jesus was above all a loyal companion. Messiah? Yes. Son of God? Indeed. 
Miracle worker? That, too. But more than any-thing Jesus was a pal. Someone you could go camping with or 
howling with or count the stars with. 
 
Simple. To John, Jesus wasn't a treatise on social activism, nor was he a license for blowing up abortion clinics or 
living in a desert. Jesus was a friend. 
 
Now what do you do with a friend? (Well, that's rather simple too.) You stick by him. 
 
Maybe that is why John is the only one of the twelve who was at the cross. He came to say goodbye. By his own 
admission he hadn't quite put the pieces together yet. But that didn't really matter. As far as he was concerned, his 
closest friend was in trouble and he came to help. 
 
"Can you take care of my mother?" Of course. That's what friends are for. 
 
John teaches us that the strongest relationship with Christ may not necessarily be a complicated one. He teaches us 
that the greatest webs of loyalty are spun, not with airtight theologies or foolproof philosophies, but with friendships; 
stubborn, selfless, joyful friendships. 
 
After witnessing this stubborn love, we are left with a burning desire to have one like it. We are left feeling that if we 
could have been in anyone's sandals that day, we would have been in young John's and would have been the one to 
offer a smile of loyalty to this dear Lord. 
 
THE TEN WHO RAN 

 There is something striking in the simple fact that the disciples got together again. I mean, they had to 
have been embarrassed. As they sat gawking at each other that Sunday, they must have felt a bit foolish.  
 
Only two nights earlier the kitchen had gotten hot and they had taken off. It was as if someone threw a pan 
of scalding water on a bunch of cats. Bam! Off they scampered. They didn't stop until they had ducked into 
every available hole in Jerusalem. 

  
 Have you ever wondered what the disciples did that weekend? I have. I've wondered if any walked the 

streets or thought of going home. I've wondered what hey said when people asked them what happened. 
“Uh….well . . . you see . . ." I've wondered if they stayed in pairs or small groups or alone. I've wondered what they 
thought, what they felt. 

 
 "We had to run! They would have killed us all!" “I don't understand what happened." “I let him down." "He 

should have warned us!" 
  
 I have wondered where they were when the sky turned black. I’ve wondered, were they near the temple 

when the curtain ripped or near the cemetery when the graves opened? I've wondered if any of them even 
dared to sneak backup to the hillside and stand at the edge of the crowd and stare at the three silhouettes on 
the hill. 
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No one knows. Those hours are left to speculation. Any guilt, any fear, any doubts are all unrecorded. 
 
But we do know one thing. They came back. Slowly. One by one. They came back. Matthew, Nathaniel, Andrew. 
They came out of hiding. Out of the shadows. James, Peter, Thaddeus. Perhaps some were already on their way 
home, back to Galilee, but they turned around and came back. Perhaps others had given up in disgust, but they 
changed their minds. Maybe others were flooded with shame, but still they returned. 
 
One by one, they appeared at that same upper room. (They must have been relieved to see others already there.) 
 
From all sections of the city they appeared. Too convicted to go home, yet too confused to go on. Each with a 
desperate hope that it had all been a nightmare or a cruel joke. Each hoping to find some kind of solace in numbers. 
They came back. Something in their nature refused to let them give up. Something in those words spoken by the 
Master pulled them back together. 
 
It certainly was an awkward position in which to be. Caught on that uneven ground between failure and forgiveness. 
Suspended somewhere between “I can't believe I did it,' and 'I’ll never do it again." Too ashamed to ask for 
forgiveness, yet too loyal to give up. Too guilty to be counted in, but too faithful to be counted out. 
 
I guess we've all been there. I dare say that all of us have witnessed our sand castle promises swept away by the 
pouncing waves of panic and insecurity. I imagine that all of us have seen our words of promise and obedience 
ripped into ribbons by the chainsaw of fear and fright. 
 
And I haven't met a person yet who hasn't done the very thing he swore he would never do. We've all 
walked the streets of Jerusalem. Why did the disciples come back? What made them return? Rumors of the 
resurrection? That had to be part of it. Those who walked next to Jesus had learned to expect him to do the 
unusual. They had seen him forgive a woman who had five husbands, honor a pint-size thief disguised as a 
tax collector, and love a streetwalker whose reputation would have brought blushes to the faces of Bonnie and Clyde. 
They'd seen him scare the devil out of some demoniacs and put the fear of God in some church goers. Traditions had 
tumbled, lepers had leaped, sinners had sung, Pharisees had fumed, multitudes had been moved. You just don't pack 
up the bags and go home after three years like that. 
 
Maybe he really had risen from the dead.  
 
But it was more than just rumors of an empty tomb that brought them back. There was something in their 
hearts that wouldn't let them live with their betrayal. For as responsible as their excuses were, they weren't 
good enough to erase the bottom line of the story: they had betrayed their Master. When Jesus needed them 
they had scampered. And now they were having to deal with the shame. 
 
Seeking forgiveness, but not knowing where to look for it' they came back. They gravitated to that same 
upper room that contained the sweet memories of broken bread and symbolic wine. The simple fact that 
they returned says something about their leader. It says some-thing about Jesus that those who knew him 
best could not stand to be in his disfavor. For the original twelve there were only two option: surrender or 
suicide. Yet, it also says something about Jesus that those who knew him best knew that although they had 
done exactly what they had promised they wouldn't, they could still find forgiveness. 
 
So they came back. Each with a scrapbook full of memories and a thin thread of hope. Each knowing that it is all 
over, but in his heart hoping that the impossible will happen once more. "If I had just one more chance." 
 
There they sat. What little conversation there is focuses on the rumors of an empty tomb. Someone sighs. Someone 
locks the door. Someone shuffles his feet. 
 
And just when the gloom gets good and thick, just when their wishful thinking is falling victim to logic, just when 
someone says, "How I'd give my immortal soul to see him one more time," a familiar 'face walks through the wall. 
 
My, what an ending. Or, better said what a beginning! Don't miss the promise unveiled in this story. For those of us 
who, like the apostles, have turned and run when we should have stood and fought, this passage is pregnant with 
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hope. A repentant heart is all he demands. Come out of the shadows! Be done with your hiding! A repentant heart is 
enough to summon the Son of God himself to walk through our walls of guilt and shame. He who forgave his 
followers stands ready to forgive the rest of us. All we have to do is come back. 
 
No wonder they call him the Savior. 
 
4. Words of Despair  
(Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34) "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" 
 
The most gut-wrenching cry of loneliness in history came not from a prisoner or a widow or a patient. It 
came from a hill, from a cross, from a Messiah. 
 
"My God, my God!" he screamed, "why did you abandon me!” 
 
Never have words carried so much hurt. Never has one being been so lonely. 
 
The crowd quietens as the priest receives the goat; the pure, unspotted goat. In somber ceremony he places 
his hands On the young animal. As the people witness, the priest makes his proclamation. 'The sins of the 
people be upon you." The innocent animal receives the sins of the Israelites. All the lusting, adultery, and 
cheating are transferred from the sinners to this goat, to this scapegoat. 
 
He is then carried to the edge of the wilderness and released. Banished. Sin must be purged, so the 
scapegoat is abandoned. "Run, goat! Run!" 
 
The people are relieved.  Tahweh is appeased. The sinbearer is alone. 
 
And now on Skull's hill, the sinbearer is again alone. Every lie ever told, every object ever coveted, every 
promise ever broken is on his shoulders. He is sin. God turns away. "Run, goat! Run!" 
 
The despair is darker than the sky. The two who have been one are now two. Jesus, who had been with God 
for eternity, is now alone. The Christ, who was an expression of God, is abandoned. The Trinity is 
dismantled. The Godhead is disjointed. The unity is dissolved. 
 
It is more than Jesus can take. He withstood the beatings and remained strong at the mock trials. He 
watched in silence as those he loved ran away. He did not retaliate when the insults were hurled nor did he 
scream when the nails pierced his wrists. 
 
But when God turned his head, that was more than he could handle. 
 
"My God!" The wail rises from parched lips. The holy heart is broken. The sinbearer screams as he 
wanders in the eternal wasteland. Out of the silent sky come the words screamed by all who walk in the 
desert of loneliness. “why? why did you abandon me?" 
 
I can't understand it. I honestly cannot. Why did Jesus do it? Oh, I know, I know. I have heard the official 
answers. “To gratify the old law."  “To fulfill prophecy." And these answers are right. They are. But there 
is some-thing more here. Something very compassionate. Something yearning. Something personal. What 
is it? 
 
I keep thinking of all the people who cast despairing eyes toward the dark heavens and cry "Why?" And I 
imagine him. I imagine him listening. I picture his eyes misting and a pierced hand brushing away a tear. 
And although he may offer no answer, although he may solve no dilemma, although the question may 
freeze painfully in mid-air, he who also was once alone, understands. 
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These words of despair were spoken by Jesus following the end of the three hours of darkness that occurred 
from noon until 3 p.m. on the day of his crucifixion (Matthew 27:45-46; Mark 15:33-34; Luke 23:44-45).  
For three long hours, the world experienced a darkness in which the sun's light failed (Luke 23:45).  During 
these three hours, Jesus' body hung in pain and agony, experiencing the results of his scourging, the nails 
piercing his hands and the weakness resulting from having gone without food, drink or rest for almost a 
day.   
 
His disciples, having deserted him at the time of his arrest (Matthew 26:56; Mark 14:50), now stood afar 
off from the crucifixion scene with several of the women (Matthew 27:55; Mark 16:40-41; Luke 23:49; 
John 19:25-26)  unseen in the darkness.  Now, more than at any other time in his earthly life, Jesus felt 
deserted by everyone who had involved themselves in his ministry.  Jesus even felt deserted by his father in 
heaven.  With only the scriptures to draw inner strength and comfort from, Jesus remembers the words of 
David recorded in Psalm 22:1, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"  As Jesus speaks these 
very words, the darkness lifts from the face of the earth. 
 
“From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. About the ninth hour Jesus cried 
out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” – which means, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” Immediately 
one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to 
drink. The rest said, “Now leave Him along. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save Him” (Matthew 27:45-49). 
 
These words spoken from the cross are certainly perplexing. How could Jesus be God and yet be forsaken 
by God? Martin Luther said it best "God forsaking God who can understand that?” I don’t know for certain, 
but here are a few thoughts that I have on this passage. 
 
The word forsaken here carries the idea of “abandonment.” Jesus’ statement reflects the fact that His 
greatest suffering upon the cross was not physical but was rather spiritual. 
 
Why was He suffering spiritually? Why was His soul in agony? He was hurting spiritually because He was 
bearing the guilt of the entire world on Himself. The Bible says that Christ “became” sin for us (2 
Corinthians 5:21). And this fact brought an agony to His soul that was unparalleled. Jesus became the 
sinner’s substitute. 
 
But the question is…did God the Father actually abandon His Son…the Son whom He loved with all of His 
heart? Did God turn His back on Jesus and forsake Him? After studying this passage, here is my humble 
conclusion. God did turn His back on Jesus judicially but not relationally.  
 
In other words, God did forsake Jesus judicially because He was bearing all the sins of all men for all time 
and God cannot look on sin (Hab. 1:13). Remember, God will not allow unrepentant, uncovered sin in His 
presence. Jesus was temporarily forsaken judicially by the Father that we might never be forsaken by the 
Father. 
 
On the other hand, God loved His Son Jesus and did not abandon Him relationally. God didn’t stop loving 
Jesus and turn His back on Him for good. For Jesus once told His disciples in (John 8:29), “The one who 
sent me is with me; He has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases Him.” God did not abandon 
Jesus relationally even Jesus said that God would never do that.  
You see, the words cried out from the cross are from (Psalm 22)…a psalm which parallels the suffering of 
David with that of Christ.  
 
The psalm begins with despair but ends in its closing verses with renewed trust in God (read Psalm 22:1-2, 
24-25). Jesus was pointing to the reality that even though He sensed judicial separation from the Father, He 
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knew it was temporary and that His relationship with the Father was strong and would be restored. 
 
LESSONS THAT WE CAN LEARN FROM THIS STORY. 
(1) FIRST, DURING OUR TIMES OF SUFFERING, GOD IS NEAR EVEN WHEN HE SEEMS SO 
FAR AWAY. 
When we experience difficult trials and tribulations, we normally pray to God and ask Him for immediate 
relief. However, as we all know, God answers prayer in His own time, so we may not receive immediate 
help from Him. We may have to go through many days, or weeks, or months or years of trying times. 
 
And after suffering awhile we start wondering why God hasn't intervened. We begin questioning ourselves. 
What have I done to deserve this and then we begin to question whether or not God even cares. We feel as 
though God has abandoned us and that He is nowhere to be found. We feel alone and isolated from God.  
 
Have you ever felt this way? In the Bible, many great men of God experienced these types of emotions. 
(1) For example, David experienced a feeling of isolation from God when he was running for his life from 
Saul. We read in (Ps. 13:1), that David cried out to God and said, “How long, O Lord? Will you forget me 
forever? How long will you hide your face from me?” If you read the rest of the Psalm, you will realize that 
David, who was obedient to God at this time, believed that God was not with him during his time of intense 
trials. He felt isolated from God. 
 
(2) Job, who lost everything--his children, his wealth, his servants, his reputation, and his friends--
experienced despair and isolation from God.  
Read... (Job 23:1-9). 
 
It is common and natural to feel Isolated from God when we experience difficult times, however, the Bible 
assures us that God is present even when He seems far away!  Even when God seems 1,000 miles away and 
uninterested in our affairs, He is with us step-by-step during difficult times. A wonderful illustration of this 
unseen presence is described in (Luke 24:13-35 esp. vs. 15). 
 
In this passage, two of Jesus’ disciples were walking toward a village called Emmaus. They just came from 
Jerusalem and were undoubtedly very upset and depressed because they witnessed the crucifixion of their 
Lord Jesus. They were not only discouraged because Jesus was dead, but also because it was the third day 
and they had hoped that Jesus would have been raised from the dead, as their Lord promised. 
 
They must have given up hope on Jesus’ resurrection and decided to head home, back to their old way of 
life. But as they were walking, something marvelous happened. In (vv. 15 & 16), the Bible said, “As they 
talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them…” 
 
These men, who were most certainly experiencing emotional and spiritual pain because of Jesus’ death, did 
not know that Jesus was walking right along with them the whole time. During their time of anguish, Jesus 
was next to their side. 
 
My friends, if we are faithful, God is walking right along with us especially during our times of suffering, 
even when we feel isolated from Him. He has not abandoned us, just like God didn’t abandon Jesus 
relationally on the cross. We are His children and He loves us and cares for us. We must realize that He is 
watching over us and is doing what is best for us. 
 
1 Peter 5:7 tells us to “cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.” Does this sound like a God 
who cares little about our problems? 
 
ILLUSTRATION: 
One night a man had a dream. He dreamed he was walking along the beach with the Lord. Across the sky 
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flashed scenes from his life.  
 
For each scene, he noticed two sets of footprints in the sand: one belonging to him and the other to the 
Lord. 
 
When the last scene of his life flashed before him, he looked back at the footprints in the sand. He noticed 
that many times along the path of his life there was only one set of footprints. He also noticed that it 
happened at the very lowest and saddest times in his life. 
 
This really bothered him and he questioned the Lord about it. "Lord, you said that once I decided to follow 
you, you'd walk with me all the way. But I have noticed that during the most troublesome times in my life, 
there is only one set of footprints. I don't understand why when I needed you the most you would leave 
me." 
 
The Lord replied, "My precious child, I love you and I would never leave you. During your times of trial 
and suffering, when you see only one set of footprints, it was then that I carried you." 
 
When we suffer, we may feel isolated from God, but the reality is that God is with us step-by-step and 
many times He is carrying us through our difficult times… 
 
(2) SECOND, DURING OUR TIMES OF SUFFERING, WE MUST REMAIN FAITHFUL TO GOD 
EVEN IF WE FEEL ISOLATED FROM HIM. 
Although on the cross, Jesus felt isolation and abandonment from God, He didn’t give up on His faith or on 
His mission to save mankind from their sins. Jesus didn’t give up. He didn’t curse God and blame Him for 
His circumstances. Instead, Jesus trusted in God and remained faithful to Him. 
 
When Job lost his sons and daughters, his wealth, his servants, and was stricken with painful soars that 
spanned throughout his body, it would have been easy for him to blame God and abandon his faith. 
 
However, the Bible says that Job “fell to the ground” (Job 1:20) and worshipped God. He held onto his 
faith in God even thought his life was full of pain and agony. 
 
When we go through tough times, the most important thing for us to do is to keep our faith in God. Faith is 
important to God. 
 
(Hebrews 11:6) “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must 
believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.” 
 
Brethren, we must never give up on God and our faith just because we go through suffering situations. We 
must “be faithful, even to the point of death” and the Bible says that Jesus will “give us the crown of life” 
(Rev. 2:10). 
 
CONCLUSION: 
In closing, we have learned several lessons from Jesus' fourth saying from the cross. 
 
a. First, we have learned that during our times of suffering, God is near even when He seems so far away. 
God did not abandon Jesus relationally on cross, and if we are faithful, He will not abandon us as well. 
 
b. Second, we have learned that during our times of suffering, we must remain faithful to God even if we 
fell isolated from Him. Although on the cross, Jesus felt isolation and abandonment from God, He didn’t 
give up on His faith. Instead, Jesus trusted in God and remained faithful to Him. 
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5. Words of Physical Torment  
(John 19:28) "I thirst." 
 
I’m tired," he sighed. So he stopped. “You go on and get the food. I'll rest right here." He was tired. Bone-
tired. His feet were hurting. His face was hot. The noon sun was sizzling. He wanted to rest. So he stopped 
at the well, waved on his disciples, stretched a bit, and sat down. But before he could close his eyes, here 
came a Samaritan woman. She was alone. Maybe it was the bags under her eyes or the way she stooped 
that made him forget how weary he was. "How strange that she should be here at midday." 
. 
"I'm sleepy." He stretched. He yawned. It had been a long day. The crowd had been large, so large that 
preaching on the beach had proved to be an occupational hazard, so he had taught from the bow of a fishing 
boat. And now night had fallen and Jesus was sleepy. "If you guys don't mind, I'm going to catch a few 
winks." So he did. On a cloud-covered night on the Sea of Galilee, God went to sleep. Someone rustled him 
up a pillow and he went to the boat's dryest point and sacked out. So deep was the sleep, the thunder did not 
wake him. Nor did the tossing of the boat. Nor did the salty spray of the storm-blown waves. Only the 
screams of some breathless disciples could penetrate his slumber. 
 
"I'm angry." He didn't have to say it; you could see it in his eyes. Face red. Blood vessels bulging. Fists 
clenched. "1 ain't taking this no more!" And what was a temple, became a one-sided barroom brawl. What 
was a normal day at the market, became a one-man riot. And what was a smile on the face of the Son of 
God became a scowl. "Get out of here!" The only thing that flew higher than the tables were the doves 
flapping their way to freedom. An angry Messiah made his point: don't go making money off religion or 
God will make hay out of you! 
 
We are indebted to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John for choosing to include these tidbits of humanity. They 
didn't have to, you know. But they did-and at just the right times. 
 
Just as his divinity is becoming unapproachable, just when his holiness is becoming untouchable, just when 
his perfection becomes inimitable, the phone rings and a voice whispers, "He was human. Don't forget. He 
had flesh." 
 
Just at the right time we are reminded that the one to whom we pray knows our feelings. He knows 
temptation. He has felt discouraged. He has been hungry and sleepy and tired. He knows what we feel like 
when the alarm clock goes off. He knows what we feel like when our children want different things at the 
same time. He nods in understanding when we pray in anger. He is touched when we tell him there is more 
to do than can ever he done. Re smiles when we confess our weariness. 
 
But we are most indebted to John for choosing to include verse 28 of chapter 19. It reads simply: 
"I'm thirsty." 
 
That's not THE CHRIST that's thirsty. That's the carpenter. And those are words of humanity in the midst 
of divinity. 
 
This phrase messes up your sermon outline. The other six statements are more "in character." They are 
cries we would expect: forgiving sinners, promising paradise, caring for his mother, even the cry "My God, 
My God, why have you forsaken me" is one of power. But, "I thirst?" 
 
Just when we had it all figured out. Just when the cross was all packaged and defined. Just when the manu-
script was finished. Just when we had invented all those nice clean "action" words like sanctification, 
justification, propitiation, and purification. Just when we put our big golden cross on our big golden 
steeple, he reminds us that "the Word became flesh." 
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He wants us to remember that he, too, was human. He wants us to know that he, too, knew the drone of the 
humdrum and the weariness that comes with long days. He wants us to remember that our trailblazer didn't 
wear bulletproof vests or rubber gloves or an impenetrable suit of armor.  
 
No, he pioneered our salvation through the world that you and I face daily. He is the King of Kings, the 
Lord of Lords, and the Word of Life. More than ever he is the Morning Star, the Horn of Salvation, and the 
Prince of Peace. 
 
But there are some hours when we are restored by remembering that God became flesh and dwelt among 
us. Our Master knew what it meant to be a crucified carpenter who got thirsty. 
--------------------- 
The sixth event of the cross was Jesus’ agonizing thirst and deliberate effort to fulfill Scripture. In saying “I 
thirst” Jesus was bound to be thirsty. It had been hours since He had had a drink of water. But note: the 
stress of Jesus’ words was not just that He was physically thirsty. He was not just complaining of thirst, not 
just asking for a drink.  
 
The stress was upon His fulfilling Scripture (Psalm 69:21)... 
• to show that Jesus was truly the Promised Messiah, the One who fulfilled Scripture. 
• to show that Jesus’ mind was set on fulfilling the Scriptures of the promised Messiah. 
• to show that Jesus had come as the Promised Messiah to do the will of God, dying as the sacrifice for 

man. He refused to do God’s will unthoughtfully, with deadened senses and a semi-conscious mind. He 
had work to do in sacrificing His life for man: He was to taste death for all men, and He would taste it 
in full consciousness, being as mentally alert as possible. 

 
At Calvary, Jesus was offered two drinks. The first He refused. The second He requested. The second came 
just before 3:00 P.M. The first came just after 9:00 A.M. 
 
"They came to a place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull). There they offered Jesus wine 
to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, He refused to drink it. When they had crucified Him, they 
divided up His clothes by casting lots" (Mt. 27:33-35). 
 
The Romans first offered Jesus sweet wine mixed with gall. "Gall" was poisonous liver bile. It was mixed 
with sweet wine and given to deaden the pain of dying. When they offered it to Jesus, He refused it. He was 
unwilling to dull the pain with narcotics or poison. He would faithfully and fully endure the pain. 
 
Late in the afternoon, Jesus requested a drink…for Jesus said, "I thirst" and the Roman soldiers gave Him a 
drink of sour vinegar-wine mixed with water. The Roman soldiers who came from Italy to Israel's hot 
climate realized how sick they could get drinking the water. Jerusalem's water contained bacteria that could 
make them violently ill, so the soldiers mixed sour wine with local well water. "Sour wine" was wine that 
had passed its time and had turned into vinegar. The soldiers put it in the water hoping to kill the bacteria. 
This water and vinegar-wine mixture was a sort of first century Gatorade. The soldiers on duty that Friday 
took along this drink for themselves because they expected to sit in the hot sun at Calvary until their duty 
was complete. That afternoon when Jesus called, "I thirst," they took a 24-inch hyssop branch and dipped a 
sponge in the vinegar-wine water then lifted it too His lips. This small act of kindness refreshed Jesus' 
thirst. 
 
John brings us face to face with two things about Jesus. 
(i)  He brings us face to face with his human suffering; when Jesus was on the Cross, he knew the agony of 
thirst.  When John was writing his gospel, round about A.D. 100, a certain tendency had arisen in religious 
and philosophical thought, called gnosticism.  One of its great tenets was that spirit was altogether good 
and matter altogether evil.  Certain conclusions followed.  One was that God, who was pure spirit, could 



111 

 
never take upon himself a body, because that was matter, and matter was evil.  They therefore taught that 
Jesus never had a real body.  They said that he was only a phantom.  They said, for instance, that when 
Jesus walked, his feet left no prints on the ground, because he was pure spirit in a phantom body. 
 
They went on to argue that God could never really suffer, and that therefore Jesus never really suffered but 
went through the whole experience of the Cross without any real pain.  When the Gnostics thought like 
that, they believed they were honouring God and honouring Jesus; but they were really destroying Jesus.  If 
he was ever to redeem man, he must become man.  He had to become what we are in order to make us what 
he is.  That is why John stresses the fact that Jesus felt thirst; he wished to show that he was really human 
and really underwent the agony of the Cross.  John goes out of his way to stress the real humanity and the 
real suffering of Jesus. 
 
Few scriptures record Jesus ever stating his own body's need for physical nourishment and rest.  Following 
Jesus' 40-day fast in the wilderness, before his temptation by Satan, scripture records the words, "and 
afterward he was hungry" (Matthew 4:2; Luke 4:2). Another instance occurs with the barren fig tree where 
scripture records the words, "he was hungry" (Matthew 21:18; Mark 11:12).  A third instance occurs after 
his resurrection when he calls the apostles to shore from their fishing and he asks, "Have you anything here 
to eat?" (Luke 24:41-42).  Jesus' only other recorded instance of being thirsty occurred at Jacob's well when 
he said to the Samaritan woman, "Give me a drink" (John 4:7).  This incident is also the only reference to 
Jesus needing rest as scripture records the words, "so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, sat down 
beside the well" (John 4:6). 
 
Jesus was always more interested in the hunger, thirst and rest of others than himself.  Scriptures record the 
feeding of the 5,000 (Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:36:44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-13), the feeding of the 
4,000 (Matthew 15:32; Mark 8:1-9), Jairus' daughter needing food after she was raised from the dead 
(Mark 5:43), Jesus eating breakfast with his disciples after his resurrection (John 2l:l2-15), and as the 
apostles returned to Jesus to report all that they had done, Jesus asking them to, "Come away by yourselves 
to a lonely place, and rest for awhile" (Mark 6:31-32). 
 
Now, after enduring a scourging that would have killed many a man, having suffered the agony of the 
crucifixion nails driven into his hands, having hung on the cross for many long hours, having cared for the 
souls of his enemies and the robber crucified beside him, having entrusted the care of his mother to the 
apostle John, Jesus finally thinks of himself for a brief instant.  He thirsts.  Did Jesus speak these words 
only to fulfill scripture (John 19:28) or was he really at last concerned with his own physical well-being? It 
could have been either; only eternity will reveal the answer. 
 
"I am thirsty." How tragic: the Maker of heaven and earth with parched lips; the Lord of Glory in need of a 
drink. 
 
When we examine Scripture we see that every important detail of Christ's sufferings had been written down 
beforehand. The betrayal by a close friend (Ps 41:9), being forsaken by the disciples (Ps 31:11), false 
accusations (Ps 35:11), His silence before the judges (Is 53:7), His numbering with the transgressors (Is 
53:12), the crucifixion (Ps 22:16), the mockery of the crowd (Ps 109:25), the taunt that the Lord does not 
save Him (Ps 22:7,8), the casting of lots for His garments (Ps 22:18), the prayer for His enemies (Is 53:12), 
being forsaken by God (Ps 22:1), the committal of His spirit into the hands of the Father (Ps 31:5), His 
bones not being broken (Ps 34:20), His burial in a rich man's tomb (Is 53:9) — all these were plainly 
foretold centuries before they came to pass. In today's passage Jesus drinks wine vinegar. This too was 
foretold (Ps 69:21). What convincing evidence we are given here of the inspiration of Scripture.  
 
I A Word of Jesus' Humanity 
While here on earth the Lord Jesus gave full proof of His humanity — His sinless humanity. He entered 
this world as a baby and was wrapped in strips of cloth (Lk 3:7). Like any normal human child, "Jesus grew 
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in wisdom and stature" (Lk 2:52). As a man He became tired (Jn 4:6). He was hungry (Mt 4:2). He fell 
asleep (Mk 4:38). He prayed (Mk 1:35). He rejoiced (Lk 10:21). He was troubled (Jn 11:33). He wept (Jn 
11:35). 
 
In our text, Jesus cried out, "I am thirsty." This is further evidence of His full humanity for God does not 
get thirsty, nor do the angels, nor do we in glory (Rev 7:16). We thirst now because we are human and 
thirst is part of being human now. And, Christ was thirsty because He was and is fully man. The book of 
Hebrews says this about Christ :  (Heb 2:17) ... he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order 
that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make 
atonement for the sins of the people. 
 
Philip Yancey and Dr. Paul Brand in their book, In His Image, say this: "Our prayers and cries of  suffering 
take on greater meaning because we now know them to be understood by God. Instinctively, we want a 
God who not only knows about pain, but shares in it and affected by our own. By looking at Jesus, we 
realize we have such a God. He took onto Himself the limitations of time and space and family and pain 
and sorrow." 
 
It is comforting to know that we have a God who understands our suffering, our temptations, and we can be 
confident that, if nothing else, He will hold us tightly in His loving arms because He understands our 
painful experiences. 
 
II. A Word of Jesus' Sufferings 
"I am thirsty." This word of the Savior also expresses His sufferings. Think about all the pain and suffering 
Jesus went through. Think of how He has gone a night and a day without anything to eat and drink. Think 
of how He has not had a chance to sleep or rest. Think of how He sweated. Think of all the blood He has 
lost. Is it any wonder that Jesus says "I am thirsty?" This word of the Savior expresses His bodily suffering. 
 
The Bible tells us that "A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a 
stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips" (Jn 19:29). 
 
This was now the second time Jesus had been offered a drink of the wine-vinegar. The soldiers first offered 
it to Jesus when they arrived on Golgotha Hill and before they pounded the nails into Him. Matthew's 
Gospel tells us that "they offered Jesus wine to drink ... but after tasting it, he refused to drink it" (Mt 
27:34). 
 
Why did Jesus refuse the wine when it was first offered to Him? We know He must have been thirsty then 
already. What we have to remember, congregation, is that crucifixion is a most excruciating and painful 
form of death. The Roman executioners regularly took pity on those condemned to die in this fashion and 
offered them wine as a sedative, as a means of deadening the pain. But Jesus needed His full senses about 
Him because He was bearing God's anger against our sin and couldn't have anything to lessen the pain, 
anything which would somehow take away from His suffering on our behalf. 
 
But now, after the three hours of darkness, after being forsaken by God, Jesus could have a drink. 
"Knowing that all was now completed," knowing that He had sufficiently borne God's anger against our 
sin, knowing that His work of redemption on our behalf was now finished, Jesus could now have a drink of 
wine-vinegar. 
 
It is most significant that the wine is given Jesus by means of a hyssop stalk. Hyssop was used in the 
Passover ceremonies. The Israelites were to take a stalk of hyssop, dip it into the blood of the Passover 
lamb, and smear the blood onto the door frames of their houses. 
 
"A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop 
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plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips." That hyssop is a reminder of the Passover Lamb sacrificed in the place of 
the Israelite first-born. That hyssop is a sign that the Passover Lamb has been slain — namely, Jesus "the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the whole world!" (Jn 1:29). 
 
III. A Word of Jesus' Reverence for Scripture 
A "I am thirsty." This word of the cross also shows Jesus' reverence for the Holy Scriptures. 
 
Listen to the entire text this fifth word from the cross is found in:  

(Jn 19:28) Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, 
Jesus said, "I am thirsty." 

Jesus said "I am thirsty" so that the Scripture would be fulfilled. The Scripture referred to is Psalm 69 — a 
Messianic psalm which describes the Messiah's sufferings. In this psalm the Spirit declares,  

(Ps 69:21) They put gall in my food and gave me vinegar for my thirst. 
This remained yet unaccomplished. The Messianic predictions of the previous verses of this psalm had 
already been fulfilled. Jesus did "sink in the miry depths" (vs 2); He was hated "without reason" (vs 4); He 
had endured scorn and shame (vs 7); He did become a stranger to His brothers (vs 8); He was mocked and 
reviled (vs 11,12); He had cried to God in His distress (vs 17-20). Now all that remained to be 
accomplished at this point was the drink of vinegar and gall [cf John 19:36,37 for some further fulfillment 
of Scripture]. For this to be accomplished Jesus cried out, "I am thirsty."  
 

(Jn 19:28) Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, 
Jesus said, "I am thirsty." 
 
I find this to be remarkable! Jesus had hung on that cross for six hours and had passed through unbelievable 
suffering yet He knew and remembered that one prophetic word of Scripture still remained to be fulfilled. 
He overlooked nothing. He submitted to Scripture and took steps to fulfill it. But this should not surprise 
us. Didn't Jesus Himself say,  (Mt 4:4) Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God. (cf Deut 8:3) 
 
Now let us pass from our Savior to ourselves. Jesus bowed to the authority of Scripture both in life and in 
death. How about you? Do you live on every word that comes from the mouth of God? Do you meditate on 
God's law day and night (Ps 1)? It is a lamp to your feet and a light to your path (Ps 119:105)? Are you, like 
the Savior, anxious to fulfill Scripture? 
 
IV. A Word of Jesus' Sympathy with the Suffering 
“I am thirsty." This fifth word from the cross is also a word showing us how Jesus can sympathize with His 
suffering people. 
 
The problem of suffering has always been a perplexing one. Why should there be suffering in a world that 
is governed by a perfect God — a God Who not only has the power to prevent evil, but Who is love. Why 
should there be pain and cancer and death? When we look out at our world we rightly recognize that too 
often it is a Vale of Tears. 
 
The cross shows us, however, that God is not ignorant of our sorrows, for in the person of His Son He 
Himself "took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows" (Is 53:4). The cross shows us that God Himself 
suffered. 
 
The book of Hebrews touches on the value of this when it says,  
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(Heb 4:15-16) For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses ... 
(16) Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help us in our time of need. 
 
Is your body racked with pain? So was His! Are you misunderstood, misjudged, misrepresented? So was 
He! Have those who are nearest and dearest to you turned away from you? They did from Him! Are you in 
the darkness? So was He — for 3 hours!  
(Heb 2:17) For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the 
sins of the people. 
 
V. A Word Expressing a Universal Need 
"I am thirsty." This word finally expresses our Lord's and every man's spiritual thirst. If we carefully 
compare our text with Matthew 27 we see that this fifth word from the cross is spoken by our Lord right 
after the three hours of darkness. During those three hours God had turned His face away from Jesus. 
During those three hours Jesus had to bear on His own the weight of the whole world's sin. The disciples 
had fled, Jesus' family and friends kept quiet, the jubilant crowds had turned against Him. And even God 
forsook Him too. This tore from Jesus the cry, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?" — "My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?" (Mt 27:46). 
 
"I am thirsty." After the three hours of darkness, the three hours of forsakenness, Jesus is crying here for 
God. Jesus has in mind here those beautiful words that He inspired in the psalmist:  
(Ps 42:1-2) As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. (2) My soul thirsts 
for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God? 
Jesus has been without God for three awful hours. No wonder He cries out for God. No wonder He says, "I 
am thirsty." 
 
“I am thirsty." This fifth word from the cross, as I already said, expresses a need universal to all of 
mankind. Whether he realizes it or not, the natural man the world over is crying, "I am thirsty." Why else 
does he have a consuming desire to acquire wealth? Why else does he crave for the honors and acclaim of 
the world? Why else does he rush madly after pleasure? Why else does he engage in an endless search for 
wisdom? Why else does he endlessly explore the earth and the heavens? Why? Because there is an aching 
void in his soul. Why? Because there is something in every natural man that is unsatisfied. 
 
"I am thirsty," cries natural man. "My soul is empty." 
 
Yet, as Jesus makes plain in more than one place, natural man looks to the wrong things and goes to the 
wrong places to fill his soul when He goes after wealth, honor, pleasure, wisdom, power, and knowledge. 
Jesus said, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again" (Jn 4:13). 
 
“I am thirsty." This universal need is a spiritual need: that is why natural things cannot satisfy it. Unknown 
to natural man what he desires — like Jesus — is God. God made us and He alone can satisfy us. So Jesus 
said,  
(Jn 4:14) ... whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will 
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 
 
Christ alone can quench our thirst. He alone can meet the deepest need of our heart, our soul, our person. 
 
If Christ cried, "I am thirsty," after He had suffered the wrath of God for three hours, what is the state of 
those who have to endure it for all eternity?! When millions of years have gone by, ten millions more lie 
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ahead. There is an everlasting thirst in hell which has no relief. Remember the awful words of the rich man 
in hell:  

(Lk 16:24) ... 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in 
water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' 

Again I say, come to Jesus and drink of Him Who is the living water. For only in Him can you satisfy your 
thirst. 
 
Conclusion 
"I am thirsty," said the Lord as He hung on the cross for our sins. 
"I am thirsty," says natural man as he looks for meaning and purpose in life. 
 
"I was thirsty," says the Christian who has come to Jesus, and found in Him the well of living water.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: 
Elizabeth Prentiss, the wife of a Presbyterian minister, spent most of her adult life as an invalid, seldom knowing a 
day without constant pain throughout her body. Yet she was described by her friends as a bright-eyed, cheery woman 
with a keen sense of humor.  
 
Elizabeth was always strong in her faith and she always encouraged others, until tragedy struck her family beyond 
what even she could bear.  
 
Elizabeth and her husband lost two of their children. The loss of two of their children brought great sorrow to 
Elizabeth’s life. For weeks, no one could console her. In her diary she wrote of “empty hands, a worn-out, exhausted 
body, and a longing to flee from a world that has so many sharp experiences.” 
During this period of grief, Elizabeth cried out to God, asking Him to minister to her broken spirit. It was at this time 
that Elizabeth’s pain brought something inspirational to all of us!  
 
For many years, the church has been encouraged as they sing the words penned by Elizabeth Prentiss in her deepest 
sorrow: 

More love to Thee, O Christ, more love to Thee! 
Hear Thou the prayer I make on bended knee; 

This is my earnest plea: More love, O Christ, to Thee… 
Once earthly joy I craved, sought peace and rest; 

Now Thee alone I seek—Give what is best; 
This all my prayer shall be: More love, O Christ, to Thee… 

Let sorrow do its work, send grief and pain; 
Sweet are Thy messengers, sweet their refrain, 

When they can sing with me, More love, O Christ, to Thee… 
Then shall my latest breath whisper Thy praise; 

This be the parting cry my heart shall raise; 
This still its prayer shall be: More love, O Christ, to Thee. 

 
Elizabeth Prentiss…out of her pain and agony…wrote one of the most inspirational Christians songs in our 
songbook. Something good came from her tragedy.  
 
Likewise, something good can come from our painful situations. For God promises in His word that He will work all 
things together for our good. Jesus' pain resulted in the redemption of mankind. Our pain can result in something 
positive as well.  
 
6. Words of Triumph (John 19:30) "It is finished." 
God is THE creator of the universe and, nearing the climax of the creation story, God surprised everyone. 
Motivated by love and directed by divinity, He became a man. In an untouchable mystery, he disguised 
himself as a carpenter and lived in a dusty Judean village. Determined to prove his love for his creation, he 
walked incognito through his own world. His calloused hands touched wounds and his compassionate 



116 

 
tongue touched hearts. He became one of us. 
 
Have you ever seen such determination? Have you ever witnessed such a desire to communicate? If one 
thing didn’t work he’d try another. If one approach failed, he’d try another one. His mind never stopped. 
“In the past God spoke…at many times and in various ways,” write the author of Hebrews (1:1), “but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.” 
 
But as beautiful as this act of incarnation was, it was not the zenith. Like a master painter God reserved his 
masterpiece until the end. All the earlier acts of love had been leading to this one. The angels hushed and 
the heavens paused to witness the finale. God unveils the canvas and the ultimate act of creative 
compassion is revealed. 
 
God on a cross. 
 
The Creator being sacrificed for the creation. God convincing man once and for all that forgiveness still 
follows failure. 
 
I wonder if, while on the cross, the Creator allowed his thoughts to wander back to the beginning. One 
wonders if he allowed the myriad faces and acts to parade to his memory. Did he reminisce about the 
creation of the sky and sea? Did he relive the conversations with Abraham and Moses? Did he remember 
the plagues and the promises, the wilderness and the wanderings? We don’t know. 
 
We do know, however, what he said. 
 
“It is finished.” 
 
The mission was finished. All that the master painter needed to do was done and was done in splendor. His 
creation could now come home. 
 
“It is finished!” he cried out. 
 
And the great Creator went home. 
 
(He’s not resting, though. He sustains the creation even today…and He intercedes before the Father on our 
behalf and word has it that his tireless hands are preparing a city so glorious that even the angels get 
goosebumps upon seeing it. Consider what he has done so far, that is one creation I plan to see). 
-------------------- 
The seventh event of the cross was Jesus’ great shout of victory. Salvation and reconciliation were now 
possible for man. Note two points. 
1. Jesus cried, “It is finished.” The Greek word (tetelestai) is the shout of victorious purpose. Jesus had 
completed His work, His mission, and His task. He was not crying the cry of a defeated martyr. He was 
crying the cry of a victorious conqueror. 
 
2. “Gave up the ghost” means that He gave up His spirit. It must always be remembered that Jesus willingly 
died. He willingly came to this moment of yielding and giving up His spirit unto death. Both Paul and Peter 
cover the Lord’s work during the three days immediately following  
His death until the resurrection. 
a. Paul says that on the cross this happened: 
“[He] spoiled principalities and power, He made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it [the 
cross]” (Col. 2:15. Cp. Ephes. 6:12.) 
 
b. Peter says that on the cross and after death this happened: 
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“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put 
to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: by which also he went and preached unto the spirits in 
prison; which sometime were disobedient, when once the long-suffering of God waited in the days of 
Noah” 
 
c. Paul says that after death this happened: 
“Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now 
that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that 
descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)”  
 
For 33 years Jesus was physically present on the earth with man.  He came to earth with only one goal, one 
mission, and one purpose.  He would be the ultimate sacrifice for the sins of mankind.  He would live a 
perfect, sin-free life, be the lamb without blemish, and offer himself as the once-and-for-all blood offering 
atonement that would open the doors of heaven to mankind.   
 
His mission on earth was almost complete.  His physical body could withstand the torture of the crucifixion 
for only a little while longer.  He neared the successful completion his mission   Now, as death's doors were 
slowly opening to receive him, he triumphantly proclaims the words of victory to those who stood viewing 
his death, "it is finished." 
 
(ii)  But, equally, he brings us face to face with the triumph of Jesus.  When we compare the four gospels 
we find a most illuminating thing.  The other three do not tell us that Jesus said, "It is finished."  But they 
do tell us that he died with a great shout upon his lips (Matthew 27:50; Mark 15:37; Luke 23:46).  On the 
other hand, John does not speak of the great cry, but does say that Jesus's last words were, "It is finished."  
The explanation is that the great shout and the words, "It is finished," are one and the same thing.  "It is 
finished" is one word in Greek-tetelestai-and Jesus died with a shout of triumph on his lips.  He did not say, 
"It is finished," in weary defeat; he said it as one who shouts for joy because the victory is won.  He seemed 
to be broken on the Cross, but he knew that his victory was won. 
 
The last sentence of this passage makes the thing even clearer.  John says that Jesus leaned back his head 
and gave up his spirit.  John uses the word which might be used for settling back upon a pillow.  For Jesus 
the strife was over and the battle was won; and even on the Cross he knew the joy of victory and the rest of 
the man who has completed his task and can lean back, content and at peace. 
 
Two further things we must notice in this passage, John traces back Jesus's cry, "I thirst," to the fulfillment 
of a verse in the Old Testament.  He is thinking of Psalm 69:21.  "They gave me poison for food, and for 
my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink." 
 
The second thing is another of John's hidden things.  He tells us that it was on a hyssop reed that they put 
the sponge containing the vinegar.  Now a hyssop reed is an unlikely thing to use for such a purpose, for it 
was only a stalk, like strong grass, and at the most two feet long.  So unlikely is it that some scholars have 
thought that it is mistake for a very similar word which means a lance or a spear.  But it was hyssop which 
John wrote and hyssop which John meant.   
 
When we go centuries back to the first Passover when the children of Israel left their slavery in Egypt, we 
remember how the angel of death was to walk abroad that night and to slay every first born son of the 
Egyptians.  We remember how the Israelites were to slay the Passover lamb and were to smear the 
doorposts of their houses with its blood so that the avenging angel of death would pass over their houses.  
And the ancient instruction was:  "Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood which is in the basin, and 
touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood which is in the basin" (Exodus 12:22).   
 
It was the blood of the Passover lamb which saved the people of God; it was the blood of Jesus which was 
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to save the world from sin.  The very mention of hyssop would take the thoughts of any Jew back to the 
saving blood of the Passover lamb; and this was John's way of saying that Jesus was the great Passover 
Lamb of God whose death was to save the whole world from sin. 
 
SEVEN SAYINGS FROM THE CROSS 
A THEOLOGY OF FAITHFULNESS 
"IT IS FINISHED" 
(JOHN 19:30) 
INTRODUCTION: 
1. This morning, we will continue in our series on the seven sayings from the cross. 
VI. THE SIXTH SAYING FROM THE CROSS IS FOUND IN (JOHN 19:30). 
& "When He had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, He bowed His head and gave up 
His spirit” (John 19:30). 
THIS MORNING, I WILL SHARE WITH YOU SOME IMPORTANT THEOLOGICAL INSIGHTS 
INTO JESUS' WORDS "IT IS FINISHED." 
(1) FIRST, THE STATEMENT "IT IS FINISHED" REVEALS THAT JESUS FAITHFULLY 
FULFILLED HIS MISSION TO SAVE MANKIND FROM SIN. 
1. From the very beginning, God had a plan to save us from our sins. 
& "And He made known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He purposed 
in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all things in 
heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ. In Him we were also chosen, having been 
predestined according to the plan of Him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His 
will" (Eph. 1:9-11). 
2. God had a plan for our redemption. God's plan is outlined for us in the beginning of the book of Genesis. 
& "And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will crush 
your head, and you will strike His heel" (Gen. 3:15). 
a. This passage is talking about Jesus…who was the seed or offspring of the woman - born of 
Mary…would have "His heel" struck by Satan - that was Jesus' death…But God also promised that Jesus 
would crush Satan's head - that was Jesus' resurrection. 
3. God's plan was simple. Send His son, Jesus, to die (as a sin offering…our sacrificial lamb) on the cross 
to cleanse us from our sins. 
4. Jesus executed God's game plan perfectly and fulfilled His mission. 
5. Interestingly, Jesus used the Greek word "tetelestai" for "it is finished." This word means "paid in full." 
When a debt was fully paid, this word would be written on a loan document, will, or letter. In the first 
century, when people had paid their debt in full, they would shout out the word "tetelestai." It was a shout 
of triumph…a shout of victory. When Jesus said, "it is finished," He was declaring victory. 
6. And through His victory…we become victorious. 
ILLUSTRATION: 
Actor Kevin Bacon recounted when his 6-year-old son saw Footloose for the first time:  
He said, "Hey, Dad, you know that thing in the movie where you swing from the rafters of that building? 
That's really cool, how did you do that?"  
I said, "Well, I didn't do that part--it was a stunt man."  
"What's a stunt man?" he asked.  
"That's someone who dresses like me and does things I can't do."  
"Oh," he replied and walked out of the room looking a little confused.  
A little later he said, "Hey, Dad, you know that thing in the movie where you spin around on that gym bar 
and land on your feet?  
How did you do that?"  
I said, "Well, I didn't do that. It was a gymnastics double."  
"What's a gymnastics double?" he asked.  
"That's a guy who dresses in my clothes and does things I can't do." There was silence from my son, then 
he asked in a concerned voice, "Dad, what did you do?"  
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"I got all the glory," I replied.  
7. That's the grace of God in our lives. Jesus took our sin upon Himself and did what we couldn't do. We 
have victory over sin and death because Jesus paid our debt in full! 
8. The statement "it is finished" first reveals that Jesus faithfully fulfilled His mission to save us from sin. 
(2) SECOND, THE STATEMENT "IT IS FINISHED" REVEALS THE PERSEVERANCE OF JESUS. 
1. In His life, Jesus faced many obstacles. 
a. As a young child, King Herod tried to kill Him. 
b. His family and friends rejected Him. 
c. The religious leaders…the Pharisees and Sadducees branded Him as a false teacher. 
d. His own disciples abandoned Him and denied even knowing Him. 
e. He was arrested, falsely accused of being a criminal, crucified, and died a horrible death on a cross.  
2. Although Jesus suffered greatly and faced many obstacles, He never gave up. He never quit. He never 
dropped out of the race. 
3. In this life, you and I are going to face many obstacles.  
a. Because of our faith, our family and friends may reject us. 
b. Our co-workers may make fun of us. 
c. We may experience physical hardships. 
4. But in the end, we must be able to say, "it is finished." We must be able to say what Paul said in (2 
Timothy 4:7)…"I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith." 
5. No matter how many obstacles we face…we must finish the race.  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Hours behind the runner in front of him, the last marathoner finally entered the Olympic stadium. By that 
time, the drama of the day's events was almost over and most of the spectators had gone home. This 
athlete's story, however, was still being played out. 
Limping into the arena, the Tanzanian runner grimaced with every step, his knee bleeding and bandaged 
from an earlier fall. His ragged appearance immediately caught the attention of the remaining crowd, who 
cheered him on to the finish line. 
Why did he stay in the race? What made him endure his injuries to the end? When asked these questions 
later, he replied, "My country did not send me 7,000 miles away to start the race. They sent me 7,000 miles 
to finish it." 
6. Likewise, we as Christians are to finish the race of life. Although we will stumble and endure many 
hardships, we must get back on our feet and continue running the race. We must make it to the finish line 
so that we may receive the crown of life. 
CONCLUSION: 
1. This morning, we have looked at a few theological principles from Jesus' sixth saying from the cross. 
a. First, we have learned from the words "it is finished" that Jesus faithfully fulfilled His mission to save 
mankind from sin. 
b. Second, we have learned from the words "it is finished" about the perseverance of Jesus. 
2. I hope and pray that this lesson has been beneficial to you. If you would like to respond to the Lord's 
invitation, please come as we stand and sing. 

 
 
Several years ago, Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel enchanted us all with the song of a poor boy who went to 
New York on a dream and fell victim to the harsh life of the city. Penniless, with only strangers as friends, 
he spent his days "laying low, seeking out the poorer quarters where the ragged people go, looking for the 
places only they would know."' 
 
It's easy to picture this young lad, dirty face and worn clothes, looking for work and finding none. He 
trudges the sidewalks and battles the cold, and dreams of going somewhere "where the New York City 
winters aren't bleeding me, leading me home." 
 
He entertains thoughts of quitting. Going home. Giving up---something he never thought he would do. But 
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just when he picks up the towel to throw it into the ring he encounters a boxer. Remember these words? 
 
In the clearing stands a boxer and a fighter by his trade, and he carries a reminder of every blow that laid 
him down or cut him till he cried out in his anger and his shame—I am leaving, I am leaving! but the 
fighter still remains. 
 
“The fighter still remains." There is something magnetic in that phrase. It rings with a trueness. Those who 
can remain like the boxer are a rare breed. I don't necessarily mean win, I just mean remain. Hang in there. 
Finish. Stick to it until it is done. But unfortunately, very few of us do that. Our human tendency is to quit 
too soon Our human tendency is to stop before we cross the finish line. 
 
Our inability to finish what we start is seen in the smallest of things: 
• A partly mowed lawn. 
• A half-read book. 
• Letters begun but never completed. 
• An abandoned diet. A car up on blocks. 
 
Or, it shows up in life's most painful areas: 
• An abandoned child. 
• A cold faith. 
• A job hopper. 
• A wrecked marriage.  
• An unevangelized world. 
 
Am I touching some painful sores? Any chance I'm addressing someone who is considering giving up? If I 
am, I want to encourage you to remain. I want to encourage you to remember Jesus' determination on the 
cross. 
 
Jesus didn't quit. But don't think for one minute that he wasn't tempted to. Watch him wince as he hears his 
apostles backbite and quarrel. Look at him weep as he sits at Lazarus's tomb or hear him wail as he claws 
the ground of Gethsemane. 
 
Did he ever want to quit? You bet. That's why his words are so splendid. It is finished." Stop and listen. 
Can you imagine the cry from the cross? The sky is dark. The other two victims are moaning. The jeering 
mouths are silent. Perhaps there is thunder. Perhaps there is weeping. Perhaps there is silence. Then Jesus 
draws in a deep breath, pushes his feet down on that Roman  nail, and cries, 'It is finished!" What was 
finished? 
 
The history-long plan of redeeming man was finished. The message of God to man was finished. The 
works done by Jesus as a man on earth were finished. The task of selecting and training ambassadors was 
finished. The job was finished. The song had been sung. The blood had been poured. The sacrifice had 
been made. The sting of death had been removed. It was over. 
 
A cry of defeat? Hardly. Had his hands not been fastened down I dare say that a triumphant fist would have 
punched the dark sky. No, this is no cry of despair. It is a cry of completion. A cry of victory. A cry of 
fulfillment. Yes, even a cry of relief. 
 
The fighter remained. And thank God that he did. Thank God that he endured. 
 
Are you close to quitting? Please don't do it. Are you discouraged as a parent? Hang in there. Are you 
weary with doing good? Do just a little more. Are you pessimistic about your job? Roll up your sleeves and 
go at it again. No communication in your marriage? Give it one more shot. Can't resist temptation? Accept 
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God's forgiveness and go one more round. Is your day framed with sorrow and disappointment? Are your 
tomorrows turning into nevers? Is hope a forgotten word? 
 
Remember, a finisher is not one with no wounds or weariness. Quite to the contrary, he, like the boxer, is 
scarred and bloody. Mother Teresa is credited with saying, "God didn't call us to be successful, just 
faithful." The fighter, like our Master, is pierced and full of pain. He, like Paul, may even be bound and 
beaten. But he remains. 
 
The Land of Promise, says Jesus, awaits those who endure. (Matt. 10:22) It is not just for those who make 
the victory laps or drink champagne. No sir. The Land of Promise is for those who simply remain to the 
end. Let's endure. 
 
Listen to this chorus of verses designed to give us staying power: 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the 
testing of your faith develops perseverance.(James 1:2-3). 
 
Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees, and make straight paths for your feet 
so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed. (Heb. 12:12-13). 
 
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest If we do not give up. 
(Gal. 6:9). 
 
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day--and not only to 
me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. (2 Tim. 4:7-9). 
 
Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the 
crown of life that God has promised to those who love him. (James 1:12). 
 
Thank you, Paul Simon. Thank you, apostle Paul. Thank you, apostle James. But most of all, thank you, 
Lord Jesus, for teaching us to remain, to endure, and in the end, to finish. 
 
 
7. Words of Committal (Luke 23:46) "Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit." 
Were it a war—this would be the aftermath. Were it a symphony—this would be the second between the 
final note and the first applause. Were it a journey—this would be the sight of home. Were it a storm—this 
would be the sun, piercing the clouds. 
 
But it wasn’t. It was a Messiah. And this was a sign of joy. 
 
“Father!” (The voice is hoarse). The voice that called forth the dead, the voice that taught the willing, the 
voice that screamed at God, now says “Father! Father.” 
 
The two are again one. The abandoned is now found. The schism is now bridged. “Father,” He smiles 
weakly, “It’s over.” Satan’s vultures have been scattered. Hell’s demons have been jailed. Death has been 
damned. The sun is out. The Son is out. 
 
It’s over. An angels sighs. A star wipes away a tear. 
 
“Take me home.” Yes, take him home. Take this prince to his king. Take this son to his father. Take this 
pilgrim to his home. (He deserves a rest). 
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“Take me home.” Come 10,000 angels. Come and take this wounded troubador to the cradle of his Father’s 
arms! 
 
Farewell manager’s infant..bless You holy ambassador…go home death slayer…..rest well sweet soldier. 
The battle is over. 
---------------- 
How interesting that Jesus chose to include the word commit in his very last words on the cross.  For his 
entire earthly life, Jesus had been committed to the will of God.  Now, as Jesus breathed perhaps his very 
last breath of life, he doesn't just return his spirit to the Lord, he commits it.  Though returning to the Lord 
to assume all the power and glory that was originally his as the son of God, Jesus again commits his spirit 
to do God's will - ever faithful, ever true, ever loyal - the ultimate example of the perfect son. 
 
This is a great shout of triumph and the yielding up of Jesus’ spirit. There are three important points here. 
1. Jesus cried, “It is finished” (John 19:30). The Greek word tetelestai is the shout of victorious purpose. 
Christ had completed His work, mission, and task. He was not crying the cry of a defeated martyr; He was 
crying the cry of a victorious conqueror. 
 
2. “Yielded up the ghost” (apheken to pneuma) means that He willingly yielded and gave up His spirit. It 
must always be remembered that Jesus willingly died. He willingly came to this moment of yielding and 
giving up His spirit unto death. Both Paul and Peter cover the Lord’s work during the three days 
immediately following His death until the resurrection. 
a. On the cross: 
“[He] spoiled principalities and powers, He made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it [the 
cross]” (Col. 2:15. Cp. Ephes. 6:12.) 
 
b. On the cross and after death: 
“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put 
to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: by which also he went and preached unto the spirits in 
prison; which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah” 
(1 Peter 3:18-20). 
 
c. After death: 
“Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now 
that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that 
descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)” (Ephes. 
4:8-10). 
 
3. Christ died at the ninth hour, that is, three p.m. (Matthew 27:45, 50). This was the very hour when the 
priests began to make the evening offering of the Passover Lamb. While the priests were going about 
sacrificing the symbolic lamb for the people, the true Lamb of God was being sacrificed for the people’s 
sins outside the city walls (1 Cor. 5:7; Hebrews 13:12). 
 
Conclusion of Lesson 
How well does your own commitment to the Lord compare to the example Jesus set for us?  Have you been 
faithful in your commitment and really given yourself over to the will of God?  Or do you need to review 
your commitment and renew your pledge to turn your entire life over to the Lord and his will?  If words 
were carved on your tombstone today, what would they say?   
 
Could you, like the apostle Paul, say today that, "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 
have kept the faith" (2 Timothy 4:7)?  If not, what do you need to change in your life to commit yourself 
again to the Lord?  Will you make those changes and allow God the place in your life that he really 
deserves? 


