
 

God’s Wisdom for Mankind: Studies in Proverbs 
Introduction to Proverbs Proverbs 1:1-6 

 
The Book of Proverbs is a delight to ponder, yet it is extremely difficult to preach. You may very well wonder why, in the light of 
this, I would choose to make Proverbs the topic of study for a number of weeks. The purpose of this message, in part, is to answer that 
question. I want to suggest some of the contributions the Book of Proverbs can make to your spiritual life. In addition to answering 
the question, “Why study Proverbs?,” I also want to lay the groundwork for our study by looking at the unique literary form of the 
Book of Proverbs.  
 
WHAT IS THE MAJOR THEME OF THE BOOK OF PROVERBS? 
One word answers the question: wisdom. In Proverbs, the words wise and wisdom are used at least 125 times, because the aim of the 
book is to help us acquire and apply God’s wisdom to the decisions and activities of daily life. 
 
The Book of Proverbs belongs to what scholars call the “wisdom literature” of the Old Testament, which also includes Job and Eccle-
siastes. The writers of these books wrestled with some of themost difficult questions of life as they sought to understand life’s prob-
lems from God’s point of view. After all, just because you’re a believer and you walk by faith, it doesn’t mean you put your mind on 
the shelf and stop thinking. The Lord expects us to apply ourselves intellectually and do some serious thinking as we study His 
Word. We should love the Lord with our minds as well as with our hearts and souls (Matt. 22:37). 
 
Wisdom was an important commodity in the ancient Near East; every ruler had his council of “wise men” whom he consulted when 
making important decisions. Joseph was considered a wise man in Egypt and Daniel and his friends were honored for their wisdom 
while serving in Babylon.  
 
God wants His children today to “walk circumspectly [carefully], not as fools but as wise” (Eph. 5:15, NKJV). Understanding the Book 
of Proverbs can help us do that. It isn’t enough simply to be educated and have knowledge, as important as education is. We also need 
wisdom, which is the ability to use knowledge. Wise men and women have the competence to grasp the meaning of a situation and 
understand what to do and how to do it in the right way at the right time. 
 
Biblical wisdom begins with a right relationship with the Lord. The wise person believes that there is a God, that He is the Creator 
and Ruler of all things, and that He has put within His creation a divine order that, if obeyed, leads ultimately to success.  
 
Wise people also assert that there is a moral law operating in this world, a principle of divine justice which makes sure that eventually 
the wicked are judged and the righteous are rewarded. Biblical wisdom has little if any relationship to a person’s IQ or education, 
because it is a matter of moral and spiritual understanding. It has to do with character and values; it means looking at the world 
through the grid of God’s truth. 
 
Wisdom keeps us in harmony with the principles and purposes that the Lord has built into His world so that as we obey God, every-
thing works for us and not against us. This doesn’t mean we don’t experience trials and difficulties, because trials and difficulties are 
a normal part of life. But it means we have the ability to deal with these adversities successfully so that we grow spiritually and the 
Lord is glorified. 
 
People with wisdom have the skill to face life honestly and courageously, and to manage it successfully so that God’s purposes are 
fulfilled in their lives. The pages of history are filled with the names of brilliant and gifted people who were smart enough to become 
rich and famous but not wise enough to make a successful and satisfying life. Before his death, one of the world’s richest men said 
that he would have given all his wealth to make one of his six marriages succeed. It’s one thing to make a living, but quite some-
thing else to make a life. 
 
WHO WROTE THE BOOK OF PROVERBS AND HOW IS IT WRITTEN? 
King Solomon is the author of the proverbs in this book. God gave Solomon great wisdom (1 Kings 3:5-15), so that people came from 
the ends of the earth to listen to him and returned home amazed (4:29-34; Matt. 12:42). He spoke 3,000 proverbs, most of which are 
not included in this book. The Holy Spirit selected only those proverbs that the people of God should understand and obey in every 
age. 
 
WHAT IS THE KEY VERSE THAT HELPS “UNLOCK” THE BOOK? 
I suggest that 1:7 is the key verse we’re looking for: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom 
and instruction.”  
• If we truly “fear the Lord,” we acknowledge from our hearts that He’s the Creator, we’re the creatures; He’s the Father, we’re His 

children; He’s the Master, we’re the servants.  
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• It means to respect God for who He is, to listen carefully to what He says, and to obey His Word, knowing that our disobedience 
displeases Him, breaks our fellowship with Him, and invites His chastening.  

• It’s not the servile fear of the slave before the master but the reverential and respectful fear of the child before the parent.  
• Children fear not only because their parents can hurt them, but also because they can hurt their parents.  
 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO GET THE MOST OUT OF THIS BOOK? 
(recommend that we spend 2010 reading Proverbs. Let the date of each month lead you to that chapter…read it, meditate upon it, 
make notations in your Bible, pray about the verses that especially speak to your life and its situations). A willingness to obey is es-
sential (John 7:17). The Holy Spirit teaches the serious, not the curious. 
 
Allow me to briefly describe some of the ways we can benefit from a study of Proverbs. 
1. PROVERBS IS A BOOK THAT IS CONCERNED WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF GODLY CHARACTER. The Bi-

ble also teaches that a man is measured more by his character than by his creed (cf. I Tim. 3). A godly man is not merely one who 
professes to believe certain truths, but one who practices them (James 2:14-26). No book in all the Bible is more devoted to the 
development of godly character than Proverbs. And there is no greater need in the Christian community today than for the kind of 
character Proverbs extols. 

 
Every Christian needs to become a student of character. Let me mention just a few of the reasons why we need to discern character.  
1. First, the highest goal of the Christian is to become like Christ (Rom. 8:29 Eph. 4:13). While there are other dimensions of Chris-

tlikeness, the most essential is that we be like Him in character. The study of character in Proverbs should instruct the Christian 
regarding personal and practical holiness.  

2. Second, we need to be able to discern the character of others. This is especially important in biblical counseling. In Proverbs we 
are told, “Answer a fool as his folly deserves, Lest he be wise in his own eyes” (26:5).  

 
If we are to counsel others, we must be able to discern their character because a wise man is counseled differently than a fool. Parents 
need to be able to recognize the character traits of their children if they are to train up their children “according to their way” (22:6). 
A child who has disobeyed because he did not listen carefully to instructions should be disciplined differently from a child who un-
derstood directions perfectly, but willfully did what he wanted. 
 
The ability to discern the character of others is essential if we are to give heed to the teaching of Proverbs about our friends and asso-
ciations. Those who are wicked and violent should be avoided (read 1:8-19). Those who are dishonest should not be our partners 
(29:24). Tale-bearers are not good friends (17:9).  
 
True friends are faithful (17:17), yet they won’t fail to rebuke you when it is necessary (Proverbs 27:5-6)  Better is open rebuke than 
hidden love. {6} Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses. 
  
Especially important is one’s choice of a life’s mate. There is no more important qualification for marriage than the evidence of godly 
character. Thus is the virtuous woman of Proverbs 31:10-31 described. An unloved woman will only bring grief to the one she mar-
ries (30:23), while a nagging wife is no better (21:9,19).  
 
If we are not to associate with a person who cannot control his temper (22:24-25), certainly we should not marry him either. Many 
battered wives could say “Amen” to this wisdom. 
 
2. PROVERBS DOES AWAY WITH THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE SACRED AND THE SECULAR.  The Book of 
Proverbs will not allow Christians to linger in the land of the theoretical. We love to keep Christianity on an abstract level, rather than 
on an applicational one. Our greatest failing as Christians is not that we know too little, but that we fail to do what we know we 
should.  
 
The emphasis of Proverbs is both on the acquisition of wisdom and the application of it. Seldom do we find ourselves “in church” in 
this book, but rather in the home, on the job, and dealing with the mundane matters of daily living. 
 
Proverbs forces the reader to translate principles into practice. “Diverse weights and diverse measures, are both alike abominations to 
the Lord” (Prov. 20:10). The Book of Proverbs commands the butcher to be righteous by taking his thumb off the scales. 
 
3. PROVERBS TEACHES US THAT WHAT IS GOOD IS ALSO WHAT IS RIGHT.  
The underlying premise on which the Book of Proverbs is based is that what is right is also what is good. While there is no guarantee 
that doing the right thing will always produce a fairy-tale happy ending, doing what is right is always advocated as the best course of 
action.  
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More than anything we are encouraged by Proverbs to be godly and righteous in our conduct. Those who pursue happiness as their 
goal in life will not find it, but those who seek holiness will find happiness as a pleasant by-product.  
 
Proverbs never promises that everyone who works hard will get rich or that honesty always is more profitable than crime. As a rule, 
this is the case, but there are many exceptions.  
 
If I live life wisely, I will not suffer the consequences of folly. If I stay within the speed limit, I will not suffer by paying speeding 
tickets. If I don’t rob others, I won’t have to worry about going to jail for robbery. But Proverbs hints at what other Scriptures tell us 
clearly--the righteous will sometimes suffer because they are righteous (cf. II Tim. 3:12). 
 
4. PROVERBS HELPS US TO LOOK AT LIFE REALISTICALLY. In Proverbs ignorance is not bliss and neither is being 
naïve. God does not want Christians to look at the world through rose colored glasses. We are to see men as they are, and sin for what 
it is. Consequently, Proverbs describes life as it is, not necessarily as it should be.  
 
5. PROVERBS IS AS CONCERNED WITH THE PROCESS OF RIGHT THINKING AS WITH THE PRODUCT OF IT. 
Christianity is a faith which is based on propositional revelation. While it is important to study the Bible to know what to think, it is 
just as vital that Christians learn how to think. Proverbs has many important truths (propositions, statements, cf. 16:4), but it also 
seeks to develop a mature process of thinking.  
 
6. PROVERBS IS A KEY BOOK FOR OBTAINING DIVINE GUIDANCE. One would not immediately expect to read the Book 
of Proverbs in order to learn the will of God, but this is one of the purposes of the book stated in Proverbs 1:5: “A wise man will hear 
and increase in learning, And a man of understanding will acquire wise counsel.” 
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God’s Wisdom for Mankind: Studies in Proverbs 
#2: The Two Ways Proverbs 1:7-33 

 
Introduction 
Three hundred years before Christ, the Greek philosopher Zeno made a statement that he never dreamed would become a powerful 
weapon for parents everywhere. No doubt your parents quoted Zeno’s words to you whenever as a child you talked too much: “The 
reason why we have two ears and only one mouth is that we may listen more and talk less.”  
 
If ancient Greece had been as noisy as our world today, Zeno might have changed his mind and covered his ears. The Greeks didn’t 
have the necessities of life that we have, like radios and televisions and mp3 players, amplified rock music (120 decibels), telephones 
and pesky solicitation calls, movies, camcorders, DVR/VCRs, and iPhones/cell phones…and all the other devices that have invaded 
modern life. Zeno never heard a jet plane (140 decibels) or a power mower (100 decibels), nor did he ever stop his car next to a ve-
hicle inhabited by sinister stereo speakers emitting sounds so loud that the vehicle was shaking. Zeno never spent the night in a motel 
room with tissue paper walls separating him from the room next door where a TV set was being ignored by a guest who was obvious-
ly deaf. 
 
There are times when about the only way you can protect your sanity and your hearing is to open your mouth and say something, even 
if it’s only a primal scream. 
 
But the greatest tragedy of life isn’t that people invade our privacy, get on our nerves, and help destroy our delicate hearing apparatus. 
The greatest tragedy is that there’s so much noise that people can’t hear the things they really need to hear. God is trying to get 
through to them with the voice of wisdom, but all they hear are the confused communications clutter, foolish voices that lead them 
farther away from the truth. Even without our modern electronic noisemakers, a similar situation existed in ancient Israel when Solo-
mon wrote Proverbs, because there’s really nothing new under the sun. God was speaking to people in Solomon’s day, but they we-
ren’t listening. 
 
Two dangers are predominant in the first nine chapters of Proverbs: the perversity and violence of wicked men, and the wiles of se-
ductive women. Both of these are found in the second chapter: (Prov. 2:12-19).  
 
At first glance it seems incredible that a father would find it necessary to warn his son about the solicitations of violent men to join 
them in their life of crime. Several factors, however, incline me to take this danger much more seriously than I might otherwise do. 
Let me begin with some of the reasons why such a lifestyle would be appealing to a youth.  
 
A Natural Inclination 
First, children, while sometimes sweet and innocent, have a natural inclination toward cruelty. Children, as we know, can be especial-
ly cruel to other children too.  
 
Violence is Attractive 
Second, violence has an attraction for young people, even those who have been raised in a warm and loving home. A little while ago I 
read an article on the family of Ozzie and Harriet Nelson. It described the life of the Nelson family during the years the program was 
on television, as well as the life of David and Ricky since. The thing that caught my eye was that Rick joined a group of “hoods.” The 
writer said this of Rick’s new associations: “Most of his fellow hoods, Ricky later explained, ended up in jail and went into bigger 
things--like armed robbery.”1 

 
Violence is a Way of Life 
Third, violence is a way of life for Americans. The media is saturated with violence. A recent study revealed that violence on televi-
sion has increased 33% in the past year (1981-1982). The incidence of violence on the American television screen is four times great-
er than that of two Canadian networks.2 The television heroes are men of violence. The toys our children play with are often 
implements of violence or war. Perhaps even the electronic games may be considered violent in nature.  
All of this should bring us to an awareness of the appeal of violence in our culture. Yet this violence, according to the Book of Prov-
erbs, is a part of the evil way which we are to avoid.  
 
Verses 8-19 are addressed to a son who is young and inexperienced and who is, as yet, relatively innocent. Wisdom speaks through 
the parents of the lad, his mother and father (v. 8). I understand the young man to have reached his teen years, the point at which he is 
facing adulthood and has to make decisions on his own. At this point in life he is inclined to look more to his peers than to his parents 

                                                           
1 Marilyn Schwartz, “What Separates the Nelson Men from the Boys.” The Dallas Morning News, May 3, 1982, p. 6C.  
2 Associated Press, “Violence on TV Rises, Groups Says.” The Dallas Morning News, May 11, 1982, p. 11C.  
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for guidance and direction. He will normally begin to question the values taught by his parents. The father urges his son not to forsake 
what he has been taught and to avoid the evil way advocated by at least some of his peers.  
 
The intention of the father’s words recorded here is preparative and preventative. The child has not yet been approached by evil men, 
but that may soon come.  
 
In the words of a contemporary proverb, “a stitch in time saves nine.” I believe it was Mark Twain who said, “It’s easier to stay out 
than to get out.” This father is attempting to spare his son the heartache of choosing the wrong way by following the wrong friends 
and forming unwise associations.” 
 
A Father’s Appeal  
The first offer made by the dangerous companions is power. That appeal is really what explains the dramatic concern even among 
secular people for boys who don't have father figures, especially those in urban settings. Boys without access to healthy models and 
opportunity for experiencing competence have tremendous insecurity inside. And insecurity, fear, and powerlessness cause these sorts 
of offers to look attractive. The first offer is just the sheer possibility of violence. "Come with us! We can hurt somebody, some inno-
cent victim, somebody who's weaker than we are." There's a sense of power that goes with being able to be violent. One of the blights 
on modern society today is youth gangs that exist everywhere. They are growing at a phenomenal rate. They represent exactly this 
kind of band of companions that is described here, and one of the things they exist for is to commit violence because it feels powerful. 
 
The second offer made to the young man is that he'll get rich, which is another form of power. They'll steal what they don't have and 
glory in what they acquire. The last appeal is that there will be a community of them; they'll all be in it together. 
 
All of these offers will be attractive to a young man, a boy who doesn't have some other insight as to where to gain personal authority, 
power, and inner security. A healthy way to gain them is from your father who has taught you how to be a man. 
 
Sweet and innocent as children may often be, there is natural inclination toward foolishness and rebellion in the heart of every child 
(Proverbs 22:15)  Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.). Consequently the par-
ents’ words are not what a child himself is inclined to think. Parents of teenagers will probably agree with me that parental teaching 
and standards of conduct are thought to be a “pain in the neck,” not an ornamental and beautifying chain about the neck (v. 9).  
 
What Evil Men Offer. Let us look more carefully at what it is that evil men offer our children and which they find so 
appealing.  
(1) Group Acceptance and Identity 
The first enticement is that of group acceptance and identity. In the teen years children establish their self-esteem more in the way 
their peers view them than by what their parents think of them. The result is a tremendous sensitivity toward what their peers think, 
and a strong inclination to be accepted by their own age group. Peer pressure is never stronger. The sinners who entice the young 
man, I believe, are those whom the child wants to impress, and are probably near his age group or a little older. Within the group there 
is acceptance, significance, and security--all of which the youngster craves.  
 
Have you ever noticed that people will do things as a part of a group that they would not consider doing as individuals? Mass demon-
strations and riots are examples of how group pressure can be used to promote what is evil. That is not to say that all group involve-
ment is bad, for group pressure can work for the good as well as evil. In Hebrews we read, 
 
The evil is not in group involvement, but in involvement with the wrong kind of group, with those who entice us to join them in doing 
evil.  
 
(2) Promise of Material Gain 
The second enticement of sinners is the promise of material gain: “We shall find all kinds of precious wealth, We shall fill our houses 
with spoil; Throw in your lot with us, We shall all have one purse” (1:13-14).  
 
Prosperity is never considered evil in Proverbs, unless it has been gained by sinful means (10:2; 13:11; 19:22; 28:6). Godliness and 
wisdom are often followed by prosperity (3:9-10,16). But the gain which is offered by the wicked is the result of violence. It is not by 
diligence and hard work that the wicked become prosperous, but by robbery (1:11-12). Individual effort is down played, and the com-
fort and prosperity is to be found in a communistic work ethic (1:14).  
 
(3) Excitement and Sense of Power 
The third enticement is the excitement and sense of power and exhilaration inherent in crime. Young people get tired of being told 
that they are to be seen and not heard. They want to be important and able to wield power over others. A life of crime is one quick 
way of obtaining a sense of power. Looking at a teenager from the wrong side of a 45-caliber revolver appears to give him great re-
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spect. A life of crime offers youngsters a chance to experience the chills and thrills they love. The dangers involved only enhance the 
appeal. After all, why do so many young Americans (and older ones too) pursue hobbies and sports which endanger life and limb? 
 
Wickedness is a Choice 
The first theme is that men are on the wicked way because they have chosen to be there: 
“Because I called, and you refused; I stretched out my hand, and no one paid attention; And you neglected all my counsel, And did 
not want my reproof” (vv. 24-25).  
 
“Because they hated knowledge, And did not choose the fear of the Lord. They would not accept my counsel, They spurned all my 
reproof” (vv. 29-30).  
 
From verse 7 we learned that the beginning of wisdom is the moral decision to fear God and to turn from evil (cf. 3:7). Those who are 
here warned by wisdom are those who have willfully chosen to reject her call and to follow the way of evil.  Men do not reject wis-
dom for folly, they reject wisdom as folly. Few people pursue the way of evil because they know it is foolish. They do so because, in 
their minds, they are smarter than the rest.  
 
The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes than seven men who can give a discreet answer (26:16).  
 
The wicked men of 1:11-14 are proud of their way of life. They can get rich quick, with little effort. The innocent (v. 11) are the fools 
from who they will quickly separate their money.  
 
Rejecting Wisdom Means Painful Consequences 
The second theme is that the choice to reject wisdom’s call has painful consequences: 
“I will even laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your dread comes, When your dread comes like a storm, And your calamity 
comes on like a whirlwind, When distress and anguish come on you” (1:26-27).  
 
One may be troubled by the fact that wisdom seems cruel here, but wisdom warns men that calamity and disaster are the consequence 
of rejecting her. Evil men suffer only what they deserve. God’s justice requires that men not only receive what they have earned (e.g. 
“the wages of sin is death,” Rom. 6:23), but what they earnestly desired.  
 
“So they shall eat of the fruit of their own way, And be satiated with their own devices. For the waywardness of the naive shall kill 
them, And the complacency of fools shall destroy them” (1:31-32).  
 
A Point of No Return 
The final theme is that there is a point of no return, after which repentance will be too late.  
 
“Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; They will seek me diligently, but they shall not find me, Because they hated know-
ledge, And did not choose the fear of the Lord” (1:28-29).  
 
The final verse contrasts the fate of the righteous with those who have chosen the way of the wicked.  
“But he who listens to me shall live securely, And shall be at ease from the dread of evil” (1:33).  
 
Those who walk in the path of wisdom will reap the reward of sins forgiven and will not need to fear the penalty of sin. The dread of 
evil is only for those who practice it. Wisdom delivers men from the destruction which results from sin.  
 
Conclusion 
Proverbs chapter 1 is like a road map in that it outlines life in terms of only two ways--the way of wisdom and the way of folly. Wis-
dom leads to peace and security, while the way of folly ends with death and destruction. Everyone is on one of these two paths. The 
way of folly is characterized by evil men who seek material gain through violence. The way of wisdom is entered by fearing God and 
forsaking evil.  
 
For men today there are only two ways, the way of sin and death, and the way of salvation. The determining factor is our response to 
the person and the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. He himself claimed to be the only way to God’s heaven when He said,  “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me”(John 14:6).  
 
John the apostle wrote in the fifth chapter of his first epistle,  And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is 
in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life (I John 5:11-12).  
 
There is no more important decision, my friend, than that which determines your eternal destiny. Your eternal future is determined by 
your response to the person of Jesus Christ. Like wisdom in Proverbs 1, our Lord says that you are a sinner, bound for eternal destruc-
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tion. He has come to the earth, lived a sinless life, and died on the cross of Calvary for your sins in order to give you a right standing 
with God. Will you wisely accept His offer of salvation, or foolishly reject it? The decision is yours.  
 
Wisdom is the way to life, not just a way of life. You cannot get to heaven by any other way than the way of wisdom, the way of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. I urge you to trust in Him for your eternal salvation.  
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God’s Wisdom for Mankind: Studies in Proverbs 
#3 The Path of Wisdom and Life - Proverbs 2-7 

 
A newspaper cartoon shows an automobile balancing precariously over the edge of a cliff, with an embarrassed husband at the wheel 
and his disgusted wife sitting next to him. Meekly, he says to his wife, "Honey, there’s got to be a lesson here somewhere." There’s a 
lesson there all right, and it’s this: The only way to end up at the right destination is to choose the right road. If you’ve ever made a 
wrong turn in a strange place and found yourself lost, then you know how important that lesson is. 
 
In the Book of Proverbs, the words "path" and "way" (and their plurals) are found nearly 100 times (KJV). Wisdom is not only a per-
son to love, but wisdom is also a path to walk, and the emphasis in chapters 2-4 is on the blessings God’s people enjoy when they 
walk on Wisdom’s path.  
 
The path of Wisdom leads to life, but the way of Folly leads to death; when you walk on the path of Wisdom, you enjoy three won-
derful assurances: Wisdom protects your path (chap. 2), directs your path (chap. 3), and perfects your path (chap. 4). 
 
WISDOM PROTECTS YOUR PATH (PROV. 2) 
Three different "walks" are described in this chapter. 
1. Walking with God (vv. 1-9). 
Obtaining spiritual wisdom isn’t a once-a-week hobby, it is the daily discipline of a lifetime. But in this age of microwave ovens, fast 
foods, digests, and numerous "made easy" books, many people are out of the habit of daily investing time and energy in digging deep 
into Scripture and learning wisdom from the Lord.  
 
Thanks to television, their attention span is brief; thanks to religious entertainment that passes for worship, their spiritual appetite is 
feeble and spiritual knowledge isn’t "pleasant to [their] soul" (Prov. 2:10). It’s no wonder fewer and fewer people "take time to be 
holy" and more and more people fall prey to the enemies that lurk along the way. 
 
If we do our part, God will keep His promise and protect us from the enemy (vv. 7-8): "He holds victory in store for the upright, He is 
a shield to those whose walk is blameless, for He guards the course of the just and protects the way of His faithful ones" (NIV).  
 
People are willing to work diligently in their jobs because they know they’ll earn a paycheck, but what about applying themselves 
diligently to God’s Word in order to gain spiritual riches that are more valuable than gold and silver and jewels, riches that will last 
forever? 
 
(Proverbs 3:13-15) "Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains understanding, {14} for she is more profitable than 
silver and yields better returns than gold. {15} She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her." 
 
There’s a price to pay if we would gain spiritual wisdom, but there’s an even greater price to pay if we don’t gain it.  
 
2. Walking with the wicked (vv. 10-19). 
Here we meet "the evil man" and "the strange woman," two people who are dangerous because they want to lead God’s children away 
from the path of life.  The evil man is known for his perverse ("froward," KJV; crooked) words. He walks on the dark path of disobe-
dience and enjoys doing that which is evil. The person who walks in the way of wisdom would immediately detect his deceit and 
avoid him. The "strange woman" is the adulteress, the wayward wife described so vividly in 7:1-27. If the evil man uses perverse 
words to snare the unwary, the adulteress uses flattering words.  
 
Someone has said that flattery isn’t communication, it is manipulation; it’s people telling us things about ourselves that we enjoy hear-
ing and wish were true. The strange woman knows how to use flattery successfully: 
a. She has no respect for God, because she breaks His law (Ex. 20:14);  
b. she has no respect for her husband because she violates the promises she made to him when she married him.  
c. She no longer has a guide or a friend in the Lord or in her husband, because she has taken the path of sin.  
d. Anyone who listens to her words and follows her path is heading for the cemetery. 
 
3. Walking with the righteous (vv. 20-22). 
Note the argument that Solomon gives in this chapter that begins with the "if" and continues with the "then" of verse 9 and the "thus" 
of verse 20. When you obey God, you have the privilege to "walk in the ways of good men" (v. 20, NIV). If you follow the Word of 
God, you will never lack for the right kind of friends. 
 
WISDOM DIRECTS OUR PATH (PROV. 3) 
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The key verses in this chapter are verses 5-6: "Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; {6} in 
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight." 
 
Conditions to meet (vv. 1-12). 
The first condition for receiving God’s guidance is that we learn God’s truth (vv. 1-4). It isn’t enough for believers to carry the Bible 
in their hands; they must let the Holy Spirit write it on their hearts (3:3; 7:3; 2 Cor. 3:1-3). Obedience to the Word can add years to 
your life and life to your years. 
 
Second, we must obey God’s will (vv. 5-8). "He shall direct your paths" (v. 6, NKJV) is the promise, but the fulfillment of that prom-
ise is predicated on our obedience to the Lord.  
 
Another responsibility is to submit to God’s chastening (Prov. 3:11-12). Chastening is a part of God’s plan to help His sons and 
daughters mature in godly character (Heb. 12:1-11). God chastens us, not as a judge punishes a criminal, but as a parent disciplines a 
child. He acts in love and His purpose is that we might become "partakers of His holiness" (Heb. 12:10).  
 
Blessings to enjoy (vv. 13-35). 
Some people know the price of everything but the value of nothing; consequently, they make unwise choices and end up with shoddy 
merchandise.  
 
Think of the man who thought he was getting a bargain and bought a box of white shirts from a street vendor for just a few dollars. 
When he opened the box at home, he discovered they weren’t shirts at all: they were dickeys made to be used on corpses. So much for 
his bargain. You take what you want from life, and you pay for it. 
 
It’s good to have the things money can buy, provided you don’t lose the things money can’t buy. What good is an expensive house if 
there’s no happy home within it? Happiness, pleasantness, and peace aren’t the guaranteed by-products of financial success, but they 
are guaranteed to the person who lives by God’s wisdom.  
 
Another blessing is harmony with God’s creation (Prov. 3:19-20). The person who walks according to God’s wisdom can sing, "This 
is my Father’s world," and really mean it. The wisdom of God brought everything into being (8:22ff), including what science calls 
"the laws of nature."  
 
A third blessing is the Father’s providential care (3:21-26). Because God directs our path, He is able to protect our path. The Lord 
isn’t obligated to protect His children when they willfully go their own way. They’re only tempting Him, and that’s a dangerous thing 
to do. Back in the early ‘40s an angry unbeliever asked a pastor friend of mine, "Why doesn’t God stop this terrible war?" My friend 
quietly replied, "He doesn’t stop it because He didn’t start it." It was started by people who rejected God’s wisdom and pursued their 
own selfish plans. 
 
A positive relationship with others (Prov. 3:27-35) is a fourth blessing the believer enjoys when he or she walks in the wisdom of 
God. Wise Christians will be generous to their neighbors and live peaceably with them (vv. 27-30), doing their best to avoid unneces-
sary disagreements (Rom. 12:18). After all, if we truly love God, we will love our neighbor as we would want him to love us. 
 
3. WISDOM PERFECTS OUR PATH (PROV. 4) 
The key verse in chapter 4 is verse 18, "But the path of the just is like the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day." The picture is that of the sunrise ("the first gleam of dawn," NIV) and the increasing of the light on the pilgrim path as the day 
advances.  If we walk in the way of God’s wisdom, the path gets brighter and brighter and there is no sunset!  
 
Knowing God’s Word (vv. 1-9). 
Some children don’t like to hear Dad say, "Now, back when I was a boy . . ." but they might learn a lot if they paid attention and lis-
tened. He learned wisdom from his father and now he’s passing it on to the next generation. This is the primary way God has ordained 
for His truth to be preserved and invested from generation to generation (Deut. 6:3-9; Eph. 6:1-4; 2 Tim. 1:3-5; 2:2; 3:14-17). Child-
ren who have godly parents and grandparents ought to give thanks to the Lord for their rich heritage, nstead of scoffing at that herit-
age and abandoning it for the way of the wrld. 
 
The father tells his sons to treat wisdom the way they would treat their mother, sister, or wife: love her, honor her, embrace her, exalt 
her! In Proverbs, Wisdom is personified as a beautiful woman who invites us to her lavish banquet, while Folly is the adulteress or 
prostitute who tempts us to poverty and death. The one you love is the one who will control your life. Embrace Wisdom and you will 
have security (4:6), honor (v. 8), and beauty (v. 9). 
 
Trusting God’s providence (vv. 10-19). 
If you are willing to do God’s will, you will have God’s guidance (John 7:17), but if you treat God’s will like a buffet lunch, choosing 
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only what pleases you, He will never direct you. As I’ve said before, the will of God isn’t for the curious; it’s for the serious.  But 
God’s children can’t expect God’s leading if they shuttle back and forth between the path of wisdom and the path of the wicked 
(Prov. 4:14-17). Stay as far away from that path as you can! Don’t enter it! Avoid it! Don’t go near it! Go as far from it as you can! 
Certainly we must witness to unsaved people whom the Lord brings to us, but we must never adopt their lifestyle or imitate their 
ways. God doesn’t guide His children when they’re walking in darkness.  
 
Obeying God’s will (vv. 20-27). 
This is a wonderful paragraph to us as a personal spiritual inventory to see if we’re really living in obedience to the Lord. Let’s ask 
ourselves: 
"WHAT COMES INTO MY EARS?" (V. 20) 
Whatever enters my ears will ultimately influence my mind, my heart, and my decisions, so I’d better be careful what I listen to. 
When people speak, we must be able to identify God’s voice (John 10:3-5, 16) and obey what He says. 
 
"WHAT IS WITHIN MY HEART (VS. 23) 
Whatever the heart loves, the ears will hear and the eyes will see. "Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life" (v. 
23, NIV). If we pollute that wellspring, the infection will spread; before long, hidden appetites will become open sins and public 
shame. 
 
The Bible warns us to avoid a double heart (Ps. 12:2), a hard heart (Prov. 28:14), a proud heart (21:4), an unbelieving heart (Heb. 
3:12), a cold heart (Matt. 24:12), and an unclean heart (Ps. 51:10). 
 
"WHAT IS UPON MY LIPS?" (V. 24) 
Whatever is in the heart will ultimately come out of the mouth (Matt. 12:33-34). God’s children must be careful to have "sound 
speech that cannot be condemned" (Titus 2:8), speech that’s gracious and "seasoned with salt" (Col. 4:6, NKJV). Christians are sup-
posed to put the salt into their speech and keep their words pure and honest. 
 
"WHAT IS BEFORE MY EYES?" (V. 25) 
Outlook determines outcome. Everybody has some vision before them that helps to determine their values, actions, and plans.  
 
"WHAT IS BEYOND MY PATH?" (VV. 26-27) 
The Hebrew word translated "ponder" means "to weigh" or "to make level." It is related to a word that means "scales" (16:11). Paul 
wrote, "Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves" (2 Cor. 13:5, NKJV). If we’re walking in the way of 
wisdom, God promises to protect our path, direct our path, and perfect our path.  All folly can offer us is danger, detours, and disap-
pointments, ultimately leading to death. It shouldn’t be too difficult to make the right choice! 

 
 “Drink From Your Own Cistern" Proverbs 5-7 
The young preacher was shocked to hear the well-known evangelist utter the words, "I have spent some of the happiest moments of 
my life in the arms of another man's wife. Yes, I have spent some of the happiest moments of my life in the arms of another man's 
wife." Then, following a pause, the evangelist added, "That woman was my mother."  
 
"I've got to use that!" the young minister thought to himself. A few weeks later, as he was speaking to a civic group, the phrase leapt 
into his mind and he exclaimed, "I have spent some of the happiest days of my life in the arms of another man's wife." Then, after 
another long pause, the young man muttered meekly, "But I can't remember who she was."  
------------------------ 
Wives apparently have gained equality when it comes to marital infidelity, according to a survey conducted by Psychology Today 
magazine. One-third of the married men and women questioned said they've had at least one extramarital affair. And of those in their 
40's, 50% of the husbands and wives said they'd had affairs.  
------------------------ 
"You shall not commit adultery." The Lord God spoke those words at Mount Sinai, and we call what He said the Seventh Command-
ment (Ex. 20:14). It declares that sexual intimacy outside the bonds of marriage is wrong, even if "between consenting adults."  
· God invented sex and has every right to tell us how to use it properly. 
· It’s true that some well-known people have indulged in sexual escapades and even bragged about it, including government officials, 
Hollywood stars, sports heroes, and (alas!) preachers, but that doesn’t make it right.  
· Sexual sin is one of the main themes of numerous movies, TV programs, novels, and short stories; yet popularity is no test of right 
and wrong.  
 
1. SEXUAL SIN IS EVENTUALLY DISAPPOINTING (PROV. 5) 
When married people honor and respect sex as God instructs them in His Word, they can experience increasing enjoyment and 
enrichment in their intimacy.  
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Their experience goes from sweetness to bitterness (vv. 1-6). 
The "strange woman" is one to whom the man is not related by marriage, and therefore any sexual liaison with her is evil. The begin-
ning of this sinful alliance may be exciting and sweet, because the kisses and words from her lips drip like honey (7:13-20), but in the 
end, the "sweetness" turns to bitterness and the honey becomes poison (5:4). 
 
Their experience goes from gain to loss (vv. 7-14). 
Temptation always includes hopeful promises; otherwise, people would never take the devil’s bait. For a time, it seems like these 
promises have been fulfilled, and sinners bask in the sunshine of pleasant experiences and false assurances.  
 
People who commit sexual sins think their problems are solved ("She understands me so much better than my wife does!") and that 
life will get better and better. But disobedience to God’s laws always brings sad consequences and sinners eventually pay dearly for 
their brief moments of pleasure. 
 
When you read verses 9-14, you hear the words of a suffering sinner lamenting the high cost of disobeying God’s laws, because the 
most expensive thing in the world is sin. He discovers that the woman’s husband is a cruel man who demands that he pay for what 
he’s done, so the adulterer ends up giving his strength to others and toiling away to pay his debt.  
 
Instead of luxury, the sinner has misery; instead of riches, poverty; instead of success, ruin; and instead of a good reputation, the name 
of an adulterer.  
 
He looks back and wishes he had listened to his parents and his spiritual instructors, but his wishes can’t change his wretched situa-
tion. Yes, God in His grace will forgive his sins if he repents, but God in His government sees to it that he reaps what he sows. 
 
Their experience goes from purity to pollution (vv. 15-20). 
The wife is a cistern, well, spring, stream or fountain because she is able to satisfy the desire of her husband. In the ancient Near East, 
a spring on one’s property was regarded as very valuable and significant. The idea, then, is this: be content with marital relations with 
your own wife. Find your delight and satisfaction in her rather than going elsewhere to taste the wells and springs of others.  
 
When a husband and wife are faithful to the Lord and to each other, and when they obey Scriptures, neither of them will look for sa-
tisfaction anywhere else. If they love each other and seek to please each other and the Lord, their relationship will be one of deepen-
ing joy and satisfaction; they won’t look around for "the greener grass." 
 
Hilde Houlding describes an affair in this way: "An affair is often an attempt to find a little bit of paradise on the side, pursuing the 
belief that if one just finds the right sexual partner there will be instant happiness and everything will fall into place. An affair is often 
able to fulfill this myth until it itself becomes a relationship that has to be worked at and looked at in a long-term light. Seen in this 
way "paradise" soon becomes a prison." 
 
Experts say extramarital affairs rarely have happy endings. Fred Humphrey, past president of the American Association for Marriage 
and Family Therapy, points out that about half of married couples either divorce or separate when one spouse learns of the other's 
affair.  
 
Their experience goes from freedom to bondage (vv. 21-23). 
Freedom of choice is one of the privileges God has given us, but He instructs us and urges us to use that freedom wisely. As long as 
we use our freedom wisely, we will mature in Christian character, and God can trust us with more freedom. But if we abuse our free-
dom and deliberately disobey His Word, our freedom will gradually become bondage, the kind of bondage that can’t easily be broken.  
 
SEXUAL SIN IS GRADUALLY DESTRUCTIVE (PROV. 6) 
Chapter 6 deals with three enemies that can destroy a person financially, physically, morally, or spiritually: unwise financial commit-
ments (vv. 1-5), laziness (vv. 6-11), and lust (vv. 20-35). It is not unusual for one person to be guilty of all three, because laziness and 
lust often go together.  
 
They lose the Word of God (vv. 20-24). 
They lose wealth (vv. 25-26). 
They lose enjoyment (vv. 27-31). 
Fire is a good thing if it’s confined and controlled. It can keep us warm, cook our food, drive our turbines, and manufacture our elec-
tricity. Sex is a good gift from God but, like fire, if it gets out of control, it becomes destructive. What begins as a "warm" experience 
soon becomes a burning experience, like holding a torch in your lap or walking on burning coals. 
 
They lose their good sense (v. 32). 
They lose their peace (vv. 33-35). The angry husband will use every means possible to avenge himself, for a loving husband would 
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rather that his neighbor steal his money than steal his wife. The offender will have no peace, and no amount of money he offers the 
husband will be accepted. The adulterer loses his reputation in the community and might actually suffer physical punishment.  
 
3. SEXUAL SIN IS ULTIMATELY DEADLY (PROV. 7) 
The familiar phrase "apple of your eye" (v. 2) refers to the pupil of the eye which the ancients thought was a sphere like an apple. We 
protect our eyes because they’re valuable to us, and so should we honor and protect God’s Word by obeying it. This chapter vividly 
describes a naive young man who falls into the trap of the adulteress. Note the steps that lead to his destruction. 
 
He tempts himself (vv. 6-9). 
You get the impression that this young man is either terribly dumb or very proud, convinced that he can play with sin and get away 
with it. But he’s only tempting himself and heading for trouble.  To begin with, he’s out at night and he’s deliberately walking near 
the place of temptation and danger. I’ve listened to many sad stories from people who have indulged in sexual sin and suffered great-
ly; in almost every instance, the people deliberately put themselves into the place of temptation and danger.  
 
He is tempted by the woman (vv. 10-20). 
Like the deadly spider in the web, the woman was watching at the window, ready to pounce on her prey. She’d been in the streets, 
looking for victims (Prov. 7:11-12), but now one was coming right to her door! 
 
She appeals to the young man’s male ego as she flatters him and makes him think he’s very special to her. What she’s offering to him 
she would never offer to anyone else! She appeals to his imagination as she describes her beautiful bed and the expensive spices that 
perfume it. She assures him that nobody will find out about it (except that somebody’s watching, 7:6) and that her husband won’t be 
home for many days. They have plenty of time to enjoy themselves. 
 
He tempts the Lord (vv. 21-27). 
We tempt God when we deliberately disobey Him and put ourselves into situations so difficult that only God can deliver us. It’s as 
though we "dare Him" to do something. If instead of tempting the Lord, the youth had looked up to the Lord and remembered His 
Word (Prov. 7:24), looked within and kept his heart focused on God’s truth (v. 25), and looked ahead to see the terrible consequences 
of his sin (vv. 26-27), he would have turned around and fled from the harlot’s clutches. 
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God’s Wisdom for Mankind: Studies in Proverbs 
#4 The Simple, Scorner, Fool…and Sluggard 

 
You’ll recall that in her first invitation, Wisdom called to all three of them (Proverbs 1:22)  "How long will you sim-

ple ones love your simple ways? How long will mockers delight in mockery and fools hate knowledge?), but in her second 
invitation, she called only to the simple and the fools ((Proverbs 8:5)  You who are simple, gain prudence; you who are 
foolish, gain understanding.).  

The scorner wasn’t even interested in listening; he had dropped out of the picture. Then, in her third invitation, Wis-
dom called only to the simple (Proverbs 9:4)  "Let all who are simple come in here!" she says to those who lack judg-
ment.), because the fools had turned away and joined the scorners.  

It’s a dangerous thing to reject God’s invitation to walk the path of wisdom and of life. You may never get 
another opportunity.  

1. THE SIMPLE 
The simple are the naive people who believe everything, because they don’t have convictions about anything. What 

they think is sophisticated “tolerance” is only spiritual ignorance, because they lack the ability to discriminate between 
truth and error. “A simple man believes anything, but a prudent man gives thought to his steps” (14:15).  

We’re living at a time when people who have convictions are considered bigots. It’s popular and politically correct to 
be open-minded and uncritical of what other people think or believe. They insist that there’s no such thing as objective 
truth. According to them, whatever “feels good” down inside is truth for you; nobody has the right to criticize you for 
what you believe. Apply that philosophy to money, medicine, mechanics, or maps and see how successful you will be! 

Brooks Atkinson writes: “People everywhere enjoy believing things they know are not true. It spares them the ordeal 
of thinking for themselves and taking responsibility for what they know.”6-2 The old saying, “What you don’t know won’t 
hurt you,” is false, as any physician or auto mechanic can tell you. What you don’t know could kill you! “For the turning 
away [waywardness] of the simple shall slay them” (1:32). 

The simple are simple because they reject the truth of God’s Word that gives “prudence [common sense] to the sim-
ple” (v. 4, NIV). The tragedy is that simple people actually love their simplicity (v. 22) and have no desire to change. Be-
cause they don’t take a stand for anything, they fall for everything; this saves them the trouble of thinking, studying, 
praying, and asking God for wisdom. Instead of working hard to dig into the mines of God’s wisdom (2:1-9), the simple 
prefer to take it easy and pick up whatever cheap trinkets they can find on the surface. 

It was a simple young man who listened to the prostitute and ended up an animal led to the slaughter (7:7ff). “The 
simple inherit folly, but the prudent are crowned with knowledge” (14:18). Sometimes the simple will learn when they see 
others punished for their sins (Proverbs 19:25: Flog a mocker, and the simple will learn prudence; rebuke a discerning 
man, and he will gain knowledge.  

The wise person learns from instruction, but the simple has to see a living example before he or she will learn. Wise 
people see danger coming and avoid it, but the simple ones walk right into it  

(Proverbs 22:3)  A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, but the simple keep going and suffer for it. 
Some people have to learn the hard way. 
 (Proverbs 27:12)  The prudent see danger and take refuge, but the simple keep going and suffer for it.).  
2. THE SCORNER 
Scorners think they know everything, and anybody who tries to teach them is only wasting time. “Proud and haugh-

ty scorner [scoffer] is his name” (21:24). Scorners can’t find wisdom even if they seek for it (14:6), because learning 
God’s truth demands a humble mind and an obedient will.  

What scorners lack in knowledge they make up for in arrogance. Instead of sensibly discussing a matter with those 
who could teach them, they only sneer at truth and deny it. Having no intellectual or spiritual ammunition, the scorner 
depends on ridicule and contempt to fight his enemies.  

Scorners show how ignorant they are by the way they respond to advice and reproof. “He who reproves a scoffer 
gets shame for himself …. Do not reprove a scoffer, lest he hate you; rebuke a wise man, and he will love you” (9:7-8, 
NKJV). “A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke” (13:1, NKJV).  

“A scoffer does not love one who corrects him, nor will he go to the wise” (15:12, NKJV). When you try to teach a 
scorner, you’re just casting pearls before swine. The scorner knows everything! 

The tragedy is that scorners cause all kinds of trouble wherever they go. Whether in the neighborhood, on the job, or 
in the church, the scorner is toxic and spreads infection. “Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go out; yea, strife and 
reproach shall cease” (22:10).  
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Scorners can even create problems for a whole city. “Mockers [scorners] stir up a city, but wise men turn away an-
ger” (29:8, NIV). The Hebrew verb translated “stir up” conveys the image of somebody stirring up a fire or blowing on a 
flame to make it burn more vigorously. By their contemptible words and attitudes, they add fuel to a fire that ought to be 
allowed to die out. 

Scoffers are “an abomination to men” (Prov. 24:9). The Lord“scorns the scornful, but gives grace to the humble” 
(3:34, NKJV). This verse is quoted both by James (4:6) and Peter (1 Peter 5:5).  

“Judgments are prepared for scoffers” (Prov. 19:29), and because scorners mock God, God mocks the scorners. 
Consider what the Lord did to the builders at Babel (Gen. 11), to Pharaoh at the Red Sea (Ex. 14), to Nebuchadnezzar in 
Babylon (Dan. 4), and to Herod Agrippa in Judea (Acts 12:20-25), and a host of others who defied His will. 

3. THE FOOL 
The English words “fool” and “folly” come from the Latin follis, which means “bellows.” It also described a person’s 

puffed-up cheeks. Follis indicates that a fool is a windbag, somebody full of air but lacking in substance. Fools may look 
like giants, but when the wind is taken out of them, they shrink dramatically and reveal what they really are.  

In Proverbs, three different Hebrew words are translated “fool”: kesyl, the dull, stupid fool who is stubborn; ewiyl, 
the corrupt fool who is morally perverted and unreasonable; and nabal, the fool who is like a stubborn animal, the brutish 
fool. In this summary of the characteristics of the fool, we’ll combine the verses and not distinguish the three different 
types. After all, fools are fools, no matter what name we give them!  

Fools won’t learn from God’s Word. 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning [controlling principle] of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruc-

tion” (1:7). The problem with fools isn’t low IQ or deficient education. Their big problem is their heart: They won’t ac-
knowledge the Lord and submit to Him.  

A fool’s own father can’t instruct him (Prov. 15:5), and if you try to debate with him, it will only lead to trouble 
(29:9). Why? Because fools actually enjoy their folly and think they’re really living! “Folly is a joy to him who is desti-
tute of discernment” (15:21, NKJV; see 1:22; 12:15; 18:2). Warn them about sin and they laugh at you (14:9). 

One reason fools don’t learn wisdom is because they can’t keep their eyes focused on what’s important. “A discern-
ing man keeps wisdom in view, but a fool’s eyes wander to the ends of the earth” (17:24, NIV). Instead of dealing with 
reality, the fool lives in a faraway fantasy world. God’s Word helps people keep their feet on the ground and make wise 
decisions in this difficult world in which we live. 

Fools can’t control their speech. 
“The tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly, but the mouth of fools pours forth foolishness” (15:2, NKJV; see 

13:16). The fool’s speech is proud and know-it-all (14:3), and fools have a tendency to speak before they know what 
they’re saying or what’s being discussed (18:13). “Do you see a man hasty in his words? There is more hope for a fool 
than for him” (29:20, NKJV). “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but he who heeds counsel is wise” (12:15, NKJV). 
You can’t warn fools or tell them anything they need to know because they already know everything! 

Fools do a lot of talking, but they never accomplish what they’ve talked about. “The wise in heart will receive com-
mandments: but a prating fool shall fall” (10:8). The word translated “prating” means “to babble and talk excessively,” 
and is related to the word “prattle.” It’s much easier to talk about things than to hear God’s Word and obey it.  

Lies and slander are what fools specialize in (10:18), and the wise person won’t stay around to listen: (Proverbs 
14:7-8)  Stay away from a foolish man, for you will not find knowledge on his lips. {8} The wisdom of the prudent is to 
give thought to their ways, but the folly of fools is deception. 

 “The lips of the wise disperse knowledge, but the heart of the fool does not do so” (15:7, NKJV).  
“Excellent speech is not becoming to a fool” (17:7, NKJV).  
Fools can’t control their temper. 
“A fool’s wrath is known at once, but a prudent man covers shame” (12:16, NKJV). “He who is slow to wrath has 

great understanding, but he who is impulsive exalts folly” (14:29, NKJV). “Even a fool is counted wise when he holds his 
peace; when he shuts his lips, he is considered perceptive” (17:28, NKJV). “A fool vents all his feelings, but a wise man 
holds them back” (29:11, NKJV).  

Don’t incur the wrath of a fool unless you want to carry a terrible burden. “A stone is heavy, and the sand weighty, 
but a fool’s wrath is heavier than them both” (27:3).  

Once a fool is angry with you, he or she will carry on the war to the bitter end and do a great deal of damage. That’s 
why we must exercise discernment when we disagree with fools or try to counsel them. “Do not answer a fool according 
to his folly, or you will be like him yourself. Answer a fool according to his folly, or he will be wise in his own eyes” 
(26:4-5, NIV). Sometimes fools deserve only a deaf ear; other times they must be rebuked and their folly answered from 
the Word.  

Fools are proud and self-confident. 
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“He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, but whoever walks wisely will be delivered” (28:26, NKJV). “Do you see a 
man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him” (26:12).  

Because of their proud self-confidence, fools like to meddle, especially when there’s something to argue about: “It is 
an honor for a man to cease from strife: but every fool will be meddling” (Prov. 20:3). Anybody can start a quarrel, but it 
takes a wise person to be able to stop one or, better yet, to avoid one (30:32-33).  

Fools think that fighting over minor disagreements will bring them honor, but it only makes them greater fools.  
Fools create problems and bring sorrow, especially to their parents. 
“A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is the grief of his mother” (Prov. 10:1, NKJV; see 15:20; 17:21, 

25). Every godly father says to his son, “Be wise, my son, and bring joy to my heart” (27:11, NIV), but the pages of the 
Bible record the sorrow that foolish sons brought to their parents.  

Can anything be done to change foolish children into wise men and women? “Though you grind a fool in a mortar, 
grinding him like grain with a pestle, you will not remove his folly from him” (Prov. 27:22, NIV). Women in the ancient 
world ground grain in a bowl (mortar) using a hard tool (pestle) with which they could crack and pulverize the kernels. 
The image is clear: no amount of pressure or pain will change a fool and make anything useful out of him.  

Fools don’t know how to use wealth properly. 
“In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has” (21:20, NIV). Fools 

may know the price of everything, but they know the value of nothing. “Whoever loves wisdom makes his father rejoice, 
but a companion of harlots wastes his wealth” (29:3, NKJV). “The crown of the wise is their riches, but the foolishness of 
fools is [yields] folly” (Prov. 14:24). The wise have something to leave to their children, but fools waste both their wealth 
and their opportunities to increase it. “Luxury is not fitting for a fool” (19:10).  

Fools can’t be trusted with responsibility. 
“As snow in summer and rain in harvest, so honor is not fitting for a fool” (26:1, NKJV).  
The word honor in the Hebrew (kabod) means “heavy, weighty,” and can refer to the glory of God and the special re-

spect given to people. A fool doesn’t have what it takes to handle responsibility successfully and win the respect of others. 
Giving honor to a fool is about as fitting as snow in summer or as helpful as rain during harvest! Both mean disaster. 

(Prverbs 26:3-12)  A whip for the horse, a halter for the donkey, and a rod for the backs of fools! {4} Do not answer 
a fool according to his folly, or you will be like him yourself. {5} Answer a fool according to his folly, or he will be wise in 
his own eyes. {6} Like cutting off one's feet or drinking violence is the sending of a message by the hand of a fool. {7} Like 
a lame man's legs that hang limp is a proverb in the mouth of a fool. {8} Like tying a stone in a sling is the giving of hon-
or to a fool. {9} Like a thornbush in a drunkard's hand is a proverb in the mouth of a fool. {10} Like an archer who 
wounds at random is he who hires a fool or any passer-by. {11} As a dog returns to its vomit, so a fool repeats his folly. 
{12} Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him. 

What will happen to the fool? “A man’s own folly ruins his life, yet his heart rages against the Lord” (Prov. 19:3, 
NIV). God’s discipline helps a wise person obey the Word, but punishment only makes a foolish person more wicked. The 
same sun that melts the ice hardens the clay. 

The fool will “die without instruction” (5:23). “The wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall be the promotion of 
fools” (3:35).  

 
The Sluggard 
There is something amusing about the sluggard, even in the Book of Proverbs. Here we find him described, tongue-

in-cheek, attached to his bed like a door swinging on its hinges (26:14). We smile at the thought of the sluggard putting 
his hand in the dish, but just not being able to bring it up to his mouth (26:15). We cannot help but be amused at his 
excuse for not going to work: “There’s a lion in the road” (26:13). 

We should not be mislead by the humor with which the sluggard is described, however. The Book of Proverbs uses 
humor for at least two reasons.  
1. First, the apt way in which the truth is humorously portrayed makes it difficult for us to forget. The teaching of Prov-

erbs on the sluggard has, as it were, “mental hooks” which deeply imbed the truth in our mind.  
2. Second, humor is often employed to disarm the reader, setting him up for the full force of the indictment which lies 

just below the surface. While we are still laughing, we begin to realize that the point of the story is aimed in our direc-
tion. By laughing, we have already admitted its truth in principle--at least as far as others are concerned. But now we 
are faced with the uncomfortable necessity of facing the truth ourselves. 
With this in mind, let us turn our attention to the sluggard as he is portrayed in Proverbs. Let us do so, knowing that 

there are valuable lessons for us to learn, not just about others, but about ourselves as well. 
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Characteristics of a Sluggard 
The condition of the sluggard can be diagnosed by noting the presence of several tell-tale symptoms. Let’s look at 

each of these as Proverbs describes them. 
1. THE SLUGGARD IS A PROCRASTINATOR. The motto of the sluggard is, “Never do today what you can put 

off until tomorrow.” Sluggards have developed the ability to put off starting a task as well as completing those tasks al-
ready begun. 

The sluggard cannot possibly get to work because there is a dangerous lion in the road (22:13). He fully intends to 
get to work, but after just a little more sleep (6:9-10). While the time for the harvest has come, the sluggard is not quite 
ready to get to the fields (10:5). The sluggard is always just about ready to start a job, but not quite. 

A slothful man does not roast his prey, But the precious possession of a man is diligence (12:27). 
The sluggard buries his hand in the dish; He is weary of bringing it to his mouth again (26:15). 
The sluggard does not plow after the autumn, And begs during the harvest and has nothing (20:4). 
Those tasks which the sluggard has already started never seem to get finished. The projects which he begins always 

seem to be more time-consuming and demanding than he first thought. The sluggard does not hesitate to rectify his rash 
decision to begin a task by later setting it aside. A number of examples of this failure to finish tasks can be found in Prov-
erbs. 

2. THE SLUGGARD IS A RATIONALIZER. Don’t ever kid yourself about the sluggard. His mind is working 
faster than his body. When it comes to shirking his responsibilities, no one has a quicker mind than the sluggard. There is 
always a “reason” for his apathy and inaction. When the sluggard decides not to work, he will have what, to him, is a 
plausible explanation for his decision. The classic excuse is that found twice in Proverbs: 

The sluggard says, “There is a lion outside; I shall be slain in the streets!” (22:13; cf. 26:13). 
To the best of my knowledge, lions could be found in Israel in those days (cf. Judg. 14:8; I Sam. 17:34; I Kings. 

13:24; 20:36; Prov. 28:15). While the likelihood of meeting a lion may have been remote, it was the danger of doing so 
that the sluggard chose to emphasize. In his mind, it only made sense to stay at home, where it would be safe. While we 
may laugh at such a ridiculous excuse, many of the “reasons” given by those who “call in sick” to their employers are 
hardly more convincing, at least to those other than the one who chose to stay home. The point is that the sluggard fabri-
cates a crisis which prohibits him from doing what he didn’t want to do anyway. His reasons, while unsatisfactory to oth-
ers, are compelling to him. 

Rather than to decide not to go to work, however, the sluggard would prefer not to make any decision at all, other 
than to postpone any action on his part. Frequently the sluggard is not honest enough to admit that he is not going to 
work, or that he will not plant a crop.  

The sluggard prefers to put off the unpleasantness of work by delaying his decision of whether or not he should 
work. If the sluggard can rationalize not working because of “a lion,” he can put off a decision because something insigni-
ficant (“a little . . . ”) is not that urgent a matter anyway. 

“A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands to rest” (6:10; cf. 24:33). 
The sluggard consoles himself in putting off the inevitable by assuring himself that it is just a little more rest. After 

all, what harm can a few additional moments of rest be? In his mind the sluggard is mapping out his day or gathering up 
his strength.3 In the Song of Solomon we are told that it is the “little foxes which spoil the vineyards” (2:15). The sluggard 
seldom makes a conscious decision to neglect his duty, but frequently delays it.  

3. THE SLUGGARD TAKES THE PATH OF LEAST RESISTANCE. If the sluggard is anything, he is lazy. His 
one and only “tool” is his bed (6:10; 10:5; 19:15; 20:33; 26:24). He lacks the diligence of those who are wise. 

Like vinegar to the teeth. and smoke to the eyes, So is the lazy one to those who send him (10:26). 
He who is slack in his work Is brother to him who destroys (18:9). 
Laziness casts into a deep sleep, And an idle man will suffer hunger (19:15). 
Because of his laziness the sluggard will choose that course of action which appears to involve the least amount of 

sacrifice on his part, and give the greatest amount of immediate pleasure. 
Do not love sleep, lest you become poor; Open your eyes, and you will be satisfied with food (20:13). 
The desire of the sluggard [for ease] puts him to death, For his hands refuse to work; All day long he is 

craving While the righteous gives and does not hold back (21:25-26). 
When work cannot be avoided, the sluggard is open to schemes which will make money the easiest way. 

                                                           
3 Kidner says of the self-deceived sluggard as he is described in 36:13-16, he has no idea that he is lazy: he is not a shirker but a 
‘realist’ (13); not self-indulgent but ‘below his best in the morning’ (14); his inertia is ‘an objection to being hustled’ (15); his mental 
indolence a fine ‘sticking to his guns’ (16). Derek Kidner, The Proverbs (Chicago: Inter-Varsity Press, 1964), p. 163. 
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He who tills his land will have plenty of bread, But he who pursues vain things lacks sense. The wicked de-
sires the booty of evil men, But the root of the righteous yields fruit (12:11-12). 

He who tills his land will have plenty of food, But he who follows empty pursuits will have poverty in plenty. 
A man with an evil eye hastens after wealth, And does not know that want will come upon him (28:19,22). 

4. THE SLUGGARD IS FOOLISH. I am not willing to equate the sluggard and the fool, but it does seem apparent 
that the sluggard is foolish. While all fools may not necessarily be sluggards, all sluggards are foolish. 

The way of the sluggard is as a hedge of thorns, But the path of the upright is a highway (15:19). 
Since the sluggard is contrasted with the upright, it would seem to be accurate to say that the sluggard is evil, while 

the upright are diligent. The diligence of the wise is contrasted with the sloth of the sluggard (10:26). Sluggards lack sense 
(24:30) and are only wise in their own vain estimation (26:16). In other words, the sluggard is a fool. He, like all fools, is 
heading for sudden (but, as yet, unforeseen) destruction (6:11; 20:34). 

5. THE SLUGGARD REQUIRES CONSTANT SUPERVISION AND PRODDING. Apart from pressure and 
prodding, the sluggard will not carry out his responsibilities. Something dramatic is required to overcome the immense 
inertia of the sluggard, whether it is the hunger pangs of his own stomach (13:25; 16:26) or the whip of a taskmaster 
(12:24).In chapter 6 the sluggard is urged to learn from the ant, which goes about its task faithfully, yet without any su-
pervision (vv. 6-8). 

Consequences for the Sluggard 
The consequences which the sluggard must face can be summarized by two words: problems and pressure. A closer 

look at Proverbs will explain why the sluggard must experience these two unpleasant consequences. 
According to the wisdom of Proverbs, “He who will not work will not eat.” 
Laziness casts into a deep sleep, And an idle man will suffer hunger (19:15). 
Often, the result of laziness is spoken of more generally as “poverty.” 
“A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands to rest”--And your poverty will come in like a va-

gabond, And your need like an armed man (6:10-11; cf. 10:4; 20:13). 
The sluggard has more problems than just hunger and poverty, however. His life is plagued with problems: 
The way of the sluggard is as a hedge of thorns, But the path of the upright is a highway (15:19). 
As we are told elsewhere in this book of wisdom, “the way of the transgressor is hard” (13:15). 
A further result of laziness is pressure. The sluggard will avoid work if at all possible. While the diligent will prosper 

and be promoted, the sluggard will function only when in the most structured environment. 
The hand of the diligent will rule, But the slack hand will be put to forced labor (12:24). 
The Source of the Sluggard’s Problem 
Several factors converge in a person’s life which are the roots of his lack of character. We shall take a brief look at 

the sources of the sluggard’s problem, according to the Book of Proverbs. 
1. THE SLUGGARD IS SELF-SEEKING. The sluggard is always looking out for number one--himself. He has no 

consideration for anyone else. 
The desire of the sluggard puts him to death, For his hands refuse to work; All day long he is craving, While 

the righteous gives and does not hold back (21:25-26). 
Those who are righteous have a concern for the needs of others. They are marked by their generosity in reaching out 

to meet these needs, just as the last line of verse 26 indicates (cf. also 22:9; 29:7; 31:20). The sluggard is characterized by 
a concern for his own ease. He who will not make any sacrifices for his own good, surely cannot be expected to sacrifice 
for others. 

2. THE SLUGGARD IS A PLEASURE-SEEKER. We have just seen from Proverbs 21:25-26 that, the sluggard is 
destroyed by his desires. He is also dominated by these desires.4 

The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, But the soul of the diligent is made fat (13:4). 
He who loves pleasure will become a poor man; He who loves wine and oil will not become rich (21:17). 
The sluggard’s desire is for a life of ease, filled with the luxuries and delicacies of the rich. Controlled as he is by his 

bodily appetites, the sluggard will consume all he has as quickly as possible. His inability to deny himself of immediate 
gratification leads to his poverty. 

3. THE SLUGGARD IS SHORT-SIGHTED. The sluggard thinks only of the present. He constantly talks about 
tomorrow, for that is when he plans to go to work; but he never thinks ahead. He fails to plan for the future, and he never 
prepares for it. 

                                                           
4 Titling these two verses, “The Tyranny of Desire,” Kidner says, “The sluggard lives in a world of wishing, which is his substitute for 
working. It can ruin him materially (25) and imprison him spiritually (26), for he can neither command himself nor escape himself.” 
Ibid., p. 145. 
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Go to the ant, 0 sluggard, Observe her ways and be wise, Which, having no chief, Officer or ruler, Prepares 
her food in the summer, And gathers her provision in the harvest (6:6-8). 

He who gathers in summer is a son who acts wisely, But he who sleeps in harvest is a son who acts shameful-
ly (10:5). 

The sluggard is indifferent to the demands of the future. During the time of harvest there is more than enough food at 
hand, but the cold winter lies ahead. Without diligently laboring to harvest and put food away for the winter, the sluggard 
will suffer hunger. He just doesn’t have any sense of urgency about the future. 

4. THE SLUGGARD LACKS SELF-DISCIPLINE. If there is one thing the sluggard lacks it is self-control. If 
there is any food in the house, he eats it, with no thought for the consequences. If he has the choice of work or play, he 
will always choose to play. Whatever is easy and enjoyable will always be his choice. 

The wise man knows that short-term sacrifices are required for future benefits. The wise child decides to do without 
candy bars and ice cream cones in order to save for a bike. The disciplined athlete knows that he must not eat too much of 
certain foods and must not stay up too late if he wishes to win the contest. The sluggard is not willing to make any sacri-
fices or to do without any pleasure that is within his reach. 

The Solution to the Sluggard’s Problem 
The sluggard may be amusing, but not for long. He is a burden on others, a taker and not a giver. He is a liability to 

society. Proverbs points the way which the sluggard must take to become a contributor to society, rather than merely a 
consumer. 

1. THE SLUGGARD’S ATTENTION CAN BE GAINED BY PAIN, PRESSURE, AND PROBLEMS. We have 
already seen that problems and pressures are consequences of the sluggard’s lifestyle, but they can also play a part in his 
cure. Remember, it is the nature of the sluggard to avoid anything that is painful and unpleasant. Because of this, the hun-
ger and poverty which result from lazy living are taken seriously by the sluggard. 

The righteous has enough to satisfy his appetite, But the stomach of the wicked is in want (13:25). 
A worker’s appetite works for him, For his hunger urges him on (16:26). 
It is important for us to distinguish the nature of a person’s poverty and need. For some, poverty is beyond their con-

trol. For those whose need is not the result of sin, we must reach out to help. But the sluggard should not be fed, for this 
will only reinforce his sinful pattern of living at the expense of others.  

What Proverbs implies, Scripture teaches clearly elsewhere: 
For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone will not work, neither let him eat 

(II Thes. 3:10). 
The so-called “prodigal son” of Luke 15 came to his senses only after he had squandered all his assets and ended up 

in the pig pen. In our sincere desire to help those who are hurting, let us be reminded that we must help the sluggard by 
letting him wallow in the consequences of his sin long enough to see the folly of his way and to forsake it for the way of 
wisdom. Let us also beware of the false conclusion that all those who are poor and in need are sluggards. 

The sluggard must learn that the “path of least resistance” is not the path of pleasure and prosperity. According to the 
Book of Proverbs it is as a hedge of thorns (15:19). Let us not labor to make the path of sinners easy, but to do what we 
can to turn men and woman to the path of wisdom. The pains of the path of folly are but a small token of the destruction 
and suffering which lie ahead for all who would choose this way. 

2. THE SLUGGARD MUST GO TO WORK. The bottom line for the sluggard is that he must stop loafing and get 
to work. Whether he is forced by pain and pressure or (far better) by a new outlook on life, he must overcome his lethargy 
and do what needs to be done. 

He who tills his land will have plenty of bread, But be who pursues vain things lacks sense (12:11). 
In all labor there is profit, But mere talk leads only to poverty (14:23). 
He who tills the land will have plenty of food, But he who follows empty pursuits will have poverty in plenty 

(28:19). 
When the choice must be made as to which work is to be done first, Proverbs informs us that it should be that which 

best prepares us for the difficulties ahead. It is not our comfort, but our most urgent needs which should have priority. 
Prepare your work outside, And make it ready for yourself in the field; Afterwards, then, build your house 

(24:27). 
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God’s Wisdom for Mankind: Studies in Proverbs 
#5 Wisdom In Selecting A Spouse…the Ideal Husband and Wife 
 
If you carefully watch the crowds in a shopping mall, you’ll discover that there are all kinds of people in this world; 

no doubt the crowds are coming to the same conclusion as they look at you.  
George Bernard Shaw said, "If the other planets are inhabited, they’re using the earth for their insane asylum." No 

wonder Charles M. Schulz has his comic strip character Linus exclaim, "I love mankind. It’s people I can’t stand!" 
The Book of Proverbs is basically about different kinds of people, what they believe and do, and how they interact 

with one another. People create circumstances that are good and bad, and you and I have to deal with people and circums-
tances as we go through life.  Solomon’s aim in writing this book is to help us become skillful in relating to both people 
and circumstances so that we can make a success out of life to the glory of God.  

Some of the most important decisions we make in this life will be... 
a. With whom shall I spend my life?  
b. Who shall be the father or mother of my children? (This choice cannot be undone once the children are born) 

One purpose for dealing with the dangers of marriage is to warn those who would enter into marriage casually, without 
serious consideration of the consequences of their decision. When one enters into a marriage, he makes a vow, a vow 
which he is obligated to keep. 

It is a snare for a man to say rashly, “It Is holy!” And after the vows to make inquiry (20:25).5 

Most of us have already entered into the commitment of marriage. I would gladly marry my wife again, if I had it to 
do over. Many are not so fortunate. For those of us who are married, what does Proverbs have to teach us, since we have 
already made our choice? While we cannot retrace our steps, we can certainly strive to become the kind of mate which 
Proverbs holds before us as the biblical ideal. 

Women may initially be distressed by the fact that Proverbs seems to emphasize the need for a young man to give 
thought to his choice of a wife, but gives no counsel to the woman about her choice of a godly husband. But this is to be 
expected of a king who is teaching his sons about the decisions they must make in the next few years of their life. We 
shall also see that Proverbs has much to teach young women about the kind of man they should marry. After all, if Prov-
erbs is a book intended to teach young men how to become godly leaders, it has the fringe benefit of instructing young 
women about the kind of man to marry--a man who will become the godly leader of their home. 

This study is intended to encourage those who have not yet married to make their choice carefully and on the basis of 
character. For those who are already married, we should not focus our attention on those areas in which our mate fails to 
measure up, but rather seek to better understand and apply what Proverbs teaches us about how to be a godly husband or 
wife. 

SOME GUIDELINES FOR FINDING A GOOD WIFE... 
1. Seek help from God.  

Proverbs 19:14: "Houses and wealth are inherited from parents, but a prudent wife is from the LORD."  
 

2. Don’t place priority on "good looks" alone.  
Proverbs 31:30a: "Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting... "  Beauty is skin-deep, temporary, and to which we 

can easily grow accustomed. It’s a poor foundation upon which to build a life-long relationship.  
 
3. Instead, look for these characteristics in a woman: 

The fear of the Lord - Proverbs 31:30b: "… but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised."  
Discretion - Proverbs 11:22: "Like a gold ring in a pig's snout is a beautiful woman who shows no discretion." This 

is the ability to do the right thing at the right time. Without this, beauty is worthless, and can even be the object of ridi-
cule. 

Wisdom - Proverbs 14:1: "The wise woman builds her house, but with her own hands the foolish one tears hers 
down."  

With this virtue in a woman, a good home can be built. Without it, efforts by the husband will be undermined by the 
wife! To be avoided is the woman who is contentious (argumentative)! Picturesque descriptions of such a woman are 
found in  Proverbs 19:13: "A foolish son is his father's ruin, and a quarrelsome wife is like a constant dripping." 

                                                           
5 Cf. also Numbers 30:2; Psalm 15:4. 
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Proverbs 27:15-16: "A quarrelsome wife is like a constant dripping on a rainy day; {16} restraining her is like re-
straining the wind or grasping oil with the hand." 

Proverbs 21:9: "Better to live on a corner of the roof than share a house with a quarrelsome wife." 
Proverbs 21:19: "Better to live in a desert than with a quarrelsome and ill-tempered wife." 
Proverbs 19:13: "A foolish son is his father's ruin, and a quarrelsome wife is like a constant dripping.  
It is better to be single and alone, than to be married to the wrong person. To be married to a godly woman, however, 

is a wonderful blessing from the Lord . 
 
ADVICE IN SELECTING A HUSBAND 
There are ways to learn a lot about a man: 
1. How does he treat animals? This reveals a lot about his character.  Proverbs 12:10: A righteous man cares for the needs 
of his animal, but the kindest acts of the wicked are cruel." Prov. 11:17: "A kind man benefits himself, but a cruel man 
brings trouble on himself." 
 
2. Does he listen to the advice of others?  

Proverbs 12:15: "The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice."  
Prov. 10:23: "A fool finds pleasure in evil conduct, but a man of understanding delights in wisdom" 
Prov. 11:12: "A man who lacks judgment derides his neighbor, but a man of understanding holds his tongue." 

 
3. What type of company does he keep? You might be destroyed right along with him.  

Proverbs 28:7: "He who keeps the law is a discerning son, but a companion of gluttons disgraces his father." 
Proverbs 29:3: "A man who loves wisdom brings joy to his father, but a companion of prostitutes squanders his 

wealth." 
Proverbs 13:20: "He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools suffers harm." 

 
4. Is he quick-tempered? That determines whether he is a person of understanding. 

Proverbs 14:29: "A patient man has great understanding, but a quick-tempered man displays folly." 
Prov.14:16: "A wise man fears the LORD and shuns evil, but a fool is hotheaded and reckless." 
Prov. 12:13 "An evil man is trapped by his sinful talk, but a righteous man escapes trouble." 
Prov. 12:16: "A fool shows his annoyance at once, but a prudent man overlooks an insult." 

 
5. How does he make money? You will suffer the consequences of his business decisions. 
Proverbs 15:27: "A greedy man brings trouble to his family, but he who hates bribes will live." 
Prov. 12:2: "A good man obtains favor from the LORD, but the LORD condemns a crafty man." 
Prov. 13:22: "A good man leaves an inheritance for his children's children, but a sinner's wealth is stored up for the 

righteous." 
 
6. Does he feel like he always has to put in his "two-cents" worth? If so, he lacks knowledge and a calm spirit.  

Prov. 15:23: "A man finds joy in giving an apt reply-- and how good is a timely word!" 
Proverbs 17:27-28: "A man of knowledge uses words with restraint, and a man of understanding is even-tempered. 

{28} Even a fool is thought wise if he keeps silent, and discerning if he holds his tongue." 
Prov 14:15: "A simple man believes anything, but a prudent man gives thought to his steps." 
Prov 16:1: " To man belong the plans of the heart, but from the LORD comes the reply of the tongue." 

 
7. Does he have compassion for the poor? If so, his prayers will then be answered. Proverbs 21:13: "If a man shuts his 
ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered."  

Proverbs 14:31: "He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy hon-
ors God." 

Proverbs 17:5: "He who mocks the poor shows contempt for their Maker; whoever gloats over disaster will not go 
unpunished." 

Proverbs 19:17: "He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done." 
Proverbs 22:2: "Rich and poor have this in common: The LORD is the Maker of them all." 
Proverbs 22:16: "He who oppresses the poor to increase his wealth and he who gives gifts to the rich--both come to 

poverty." 
Proverbs 28:27: "He who gives to the poor will lack nothing, but he who closes his eyes to them receives many 

curses." 
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Proverbs 31:9: "Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy."" 
 
MEN TO AVOID... 
1. The womanizer (or flirter). He will destroy himself and hurt all those involved.  

Proverbs 6:27-29: "Can a man scoop fire into his lap without his clothes being burned? {28} Can a man walk on hot 
coals without his feet being scorched? {29} So is he who sleeps with another man's wife; no one who touches her will go 
unpunished." 
 
2. A quick-tempered man. You will become like him and destroy yourself as well.  

Proverbs 22:24-25: "Do not make friends with a hot-tempered man, do not associate with one easily angered, {25} 
or you may learn his ways and get yourself ensnared." 

 
3. A drinker. Proverbs 23:29-32: "Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has strife? Who has complaints? Who has need-
less bruises? Who has bloodshot eyes? {30} Those who linger over wine, who go to sample bowls of mixed wine. {31} Do 
not gaze at wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, when it goes down smoothly! {32} In the end it bites like a 
snake and poisons like a viper." 

 
The Character Traits of a Godly Wife 
Proverbs is most specific with regard to the qualities of the godly wife. These are highlighted by contrasting the mor-

al flaws of a woman who is far from virtuous. 
1. A GODLY WIFE IS GODLY. Godliness begins with a proper relationship to God. A godly wife is, first and 

foremost, a woman who fears God. 
Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, But a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised (31:30). 
In contrast, the woman to avoid is the one who does not know or fear God. She is sometimes referred to as a “strange 

woman,” that is a foreigner, one who has no knowledge of the God of Israel (cf. 2:25; 5:3,20; 7:5). She is actively evil and 
has no grasp of the way of the Lord. 

She does not ponder the path of life; Her ways are unstable, she does not know it (5:6). 
To keep you from the evil woman, From the smooth tongue of the adulteress (6:24). 
While perhaps not synonymous with a fear of God, the godly wife is referred to as virtuous or excellent (12:4; 

31:10). This seems to describe the moral excellence of the godly wife, a result of her godliness. 
2. A GODLY WIFE IS WISE. You will recall that wisdom is personified as a woman in the Book of Proverbs (cf. 

1:20-33; 8:1-36; 9:1-6). So also the ideal wife is characterized as a woman of wisdom. 
The wise woman builds her house, But the foolish tears it down with her own hands (14:1). 
She opens her mouth in wisdom, And the teaching of kindness is on her tongue (31:26). 
The opposite of the godly woman is the woman of folly.  
The woman of folly is boisterous, She is naive, and knows nothing (9:13). 
As a ring of gold in a swine’s snout, So is a beautiful woman who lacks discretion (11:22). 
3. A GODLY WIFE HONORS HER HUSBAND.  
A man who has married a godly wife has a wife who will bring honor to him. She is truly a helper to her husband. 
An excellent wife is the crown of her husband, But she who shames him is as rottenness in his bones (12:4). 
The heart of her husband trusts in her, And he will have no lack, of gain. She does him good and not evil All 

the days of her life (31:11-12). 
An ungodly wife humiliates and harasses her husband. She is not a helper but a hindrance to her mate.  
(Proverbs 12:4)  A wife of noble character is her husband's crown, but a disgraceful wife is like decay in his bones.  
By her haranguing, she makes him miserable: A foolish son is destruction to his father, And the contentions of a wife 

are a constant dripping (19:13). 
4. A GODLY WIFE IS GRACIOUS. One reason honor is given the godly woman is that she is known for her gra-

ciousness. 
A gracious woman attains honor, And violent men attain riches (11:16). 
The ungodly woman is spoken of in very unbecoming terms. She is vexing, due to her contentious nature: 
It is better to live in a corner of a roof, Than in a house shared with a contentious woman (21:9; cf. 25:24). 
It is better to live in a desert land, Than with a contentious and vexing woman (21:19). 
5. A GODLY WIFE IS FAITHFUL TO HER HUSBAND. This is most clearly shown by contrast with the woman 

of folly who is an adulteress. 
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To deliver you from the strange woman, From the adulteress who flatters with her words; That leaves the 
companion of her youth, And forgets the covenant of her God (2:16-17). 

To keep you from the evil woman, From the smooth tongue of the adulteress (6:24). 
“Come, let us drink our fill of love until morning; Let us delight ourselves with caresses For the man is not 

at home. . . ” (7:18-19). 
While it is not stated explicitly, it is implied and assumed that a godly wife is one who maintains sexual purity. She is 

a woman who is virtuous or excellent (31:10), in whom her husband has complete trust (31:11). She does her husband 
only good and not evil (31:12).She teaches her son the virtues of sexual purity (31:3). Certainly she is a woman of sexual 
purity. 
 
The Qualities of a Godly Husband 
Initially it seemed that Proverbs had little to say to the woman who sought to discern the qualities of a godly husband. I 
have come to see that this is not at all the case. In general, we can say that a woman should seek a man who is wise. Since 
we have already studied the characteristics of the wise, we will only summarize them here. These seem especially applica-
ble to marriage: 

1. A wise husband is kind and compassionate (12:10). 
2. A wise husband is honest (29:24). 
3. A wise husband is hard-working (12:11; 27:23-27). 
4. A wise husband is truthful (12:17,19). 
5. A wise husband exercises self-control (12:15; 16:32). 
6. A wise husband has a gentle tongue (12:18; 15:1-2,4). 
7. A wise husband is generous (14:21; 28:27). 
8. A wise husband is willing to be corrected (even by his wife) and listens to counsel (12:15; 15:12,31-32; 28:13; 

29:1). 
9. A wise husband is a man of integrity (19:1; 20:7). 
10. A wise husband is faithful and reliable (17:17; 29:3; contrast 25:19; 31:3). 
11. A wise husband is forgiving (19:11). 
12. A wise husband is willing to admit he is wrong (28:13). 
13. A wise husband is humble (15:25,33; 16:18-19; 18:12; 29:23). 
14. A wise husband is not contentious, but a peacemaker (17:1; 18:1,19). 
15. A wise husband has control of his temper (14:29; 16:32; 17:27; 29:11). 
16. A wise husband is a man who avoids excesses (20:1; 23:20-21, 29-35; 31:3-9). 
17. A wise husband has a concern for others, especially the poor and the oppressed (29:7). 
18. A wise husband can keep a confidence (17:9; 26:20). 
19. A wise husband fears God and is obedient to His Word (13:13; 14:26; 16:20; 28:25; 31:30). 
20. A wise husband is not a jealous man (27:4). 
21. A The wise husband has a positive outlook on life (15:15; 17:22; 18:14). 

 
The Character Traits of a Good Friend 

Some may not realize that the traits of a good friend relate to the character of one’s mate, but a little reflection shows 
why this must be so. The breaking of the marriage covenant is a sin against a companion, a close and intimate friend. 

That leaves the companion of her youth, And forgets the covenant of her God (2:17). 
The term rendered “companion” here is used elsewhere (cf. 16:28; 17:9; Ps. 55:13) for the closest of friends.6 If my 

mate is not a friend, what is she? And yet some have foolishly chosen to marry one who fails to qualify even as a friend. 
We will briefly summarize the qualities of a good friend, considering also the characteristics of those with whom we 
should avoid associating. 

1. A GOOD FRIEND IS FAITHFUL. Fair weather friends are numerous, and Proverbs mentions these (cf. 14:20; 
19:4,6,7). But a true friend is a person who is still there even when the going gets tough. 

A friend loves at all times, And a brother is born for adversity (17:17). 
A man of many friends comes to ruin, But there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother (18:24). 
Do not forsake your own friend or your father’s friend, And do not go to your brother’s house in the day of 

your calamity; Better is a neighbor who is near than a brother far away (27:10). 

                                                           
6 Derek Kidner, The Proverbs (Chicago: Inter-Varsity Press, 1964), pp. 49-50. 
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2. A GOOD FRIEND REBUKES US WHEN N0ECESSARY. There are things which may need to be said to a 
friend that are not easy to say. I am disappointed by the sentimentalism that pervades our friendships so that we flatter our 
friends when we need to frankly rebuke them. A true friend is the one who is honest enough to tell us what we need to 
hear, rather than to flatter us. 

A man who flatters his neighbor Is spreading a net for his steps (29:5). 
Better is open rebuke Than love that is concealed. Faithful are the wounds of a friend, But deceitful are the 

kisses of an enemy (27:5-6). 
Why is it, then, that we seem to think that a wife should never criticize her husband? Is it not better to be corrected by 

our closest friend than by an enemy? Sometimes the kindest thing a wife can do for her husband is to tell him that his idea 
is absolutely ridiculous--in a gracious way, of course. 

3. A GOOD FRIEND IS THOUGHTFUL AND TACTFUL. A good friend is sensitive to our needs and speaks in 
such a way that we are encouraged and enriched. His sensitivity is demonstrated in his understanding that gaiety and 
goodwill is not always appropriate nor appreciated. “It matters not only ‘what’ we say, but ‘how,’ ‘when’ and ‘why’ we 
say it.”7 

Like one who takes off a garment on a cold day, or like vinegar on soda, Is he who sings songs to a troubled 
heart (25:20). 

He who blesses his friend with a loud voice early in the morning, It will be reckoned a curse to him (27:14). 
4. A GOOD FRIEND SHARPENS US. Not only do we need to be criticized when necessary, but sometimes we 

need to be probed or stretched in our thinking. A good friend does not allow us to become intellectually stagnant, but 
prods us on to higher and greater thoughts. 

Iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens another (27:17). 
A plan in the heart of a man is like deep water, But a man of understanding draws it out (20:5). 
Isn’t this true to life? Don’t you seek to develop friendships with those who will challenge your thinking and present 

you with new avenues of thought? Why should one of these friends not be your mate? 
5. A GOOD FRIEND OFFERS US WISE COUNSEL. Those whom we choose as friends should be marked by 

wisdom and thus have godly counsel to offer. 
Oil and perfume make the heart glad, So a man’s counsel is sweet to his friend (27:9). 
While we should seek those with the above-mentioned qualities to be our friends, we must also shun those who have 

characteristics which would hinder our walk in wisdom. If we are not to associate with the following kinds of people, cer-
tainly we ought not to marry them either.  
 
FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS 
G.K. Chesterton said that God commanded us to love both our enemies and our neighbors because usually they were the 
same people. My wife and I have always been blessed with wonderful neighbors whom we consider friends; that seems to 
be the biblical ideal, for the Hebrew word (ra’a) can mean "friend" or "neighbor." In this survey, we’ll include both mean-
ings; for what’s true of friends ought to be true of neighbors. 
 
The basis for friendship. 
Proverbs makes it clear that true friendship is based on love, because only love will endure the tests that friends expe-
rience as they go through life together. "A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity" (17:17).  
 
It’s possible to have many companions and no real friend.  
"A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother" (18:24, NIV). 
Friendship is something that has to be cultivated and its roots must go deep.  
 
God’s people must be especially careful in choosing their friends.  
"The righteous should choose his friends carefully, for the way of the wicked leads them astray" (12:26, NKJV). "He who 
walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed" (13:20).  
 
Friendships that are based on money (6:1-5; 14:20; 19:4, 6-7) or sin (16:29-30; 1:10-19) are destined to be disappointing. 
So are friendships with people who have bad tempers (22:24-25), who speak foolishly (14:7), who rebel against authority 
(24:21-22, NIV), or who are dishonest (29:27). Believers need to heed Psalm 1:1-2 and 2 Corinthians 6:14-18. 
 

                                                           
7 Ibid., p. 166. 
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The qualities of true friendship. 
I’ve already mentioned love, and true love will produce loyalty. "A friend loves at all times" (Prov. 17:17, NIV) and 
"there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother" (18:24, NIV).  
 
Sometimes our friends do more for us in an emergency than our relatives do! By the way, this loyalty ought to extend to 
our parents’ friends.  "Do not forsake your friend and the friend of your father" (27:10, NIV). Long-time family friends 
can be a blessing from one generation to the next. 
 
True friends know how to keep a confidence.  
"If you argue your case with a neighbor, do not betray another man’s confidence, or he who hears it may shame you and 
you will never lose your bad reputation" (25:9-10, NIV).  
 
If you have a disagreement with somebody, don’t bring another person into the discussion by betraying confidence, be-
cause you’ll end up losing both your reputation.  
 
Friends and neighbors must be lovingly honest with one another.  
"Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful" (27:6).  
 
True friendship in the Lord can’t be built on deception; even if "the truth hurts," it can never harm if it’s given in love. 
Better that we "speak the truth in love" (Eph. 4:15), because the Spirit can use truth and love to build character, while the 
devil uses lies and flattery to tear things down (Prov. 29:5).  
 
"He who rebukes a man will find more favor afterward than he who flatters with the tongue" (28:23). It has well been said 
that flattery is manipulation, not communication; what honest person would want to manipulate a friend? 
 
We must never take our friends for granted and think that they will immediately forgive our offenses, even though for-
giveness is the right thing for Christians. "A brother offended is harder to win than a strong city, and contentions are like 
the bars of a castle" (18:19).  
 
It’s strange but true that some of God’s people will forgive offenses from unbelievers that they would never forgive if a 
Christian friend committed them. Matthew 18:15-35 gives us the steps to take when such things happen, and our Lord 
warns us that an unforgiving spirit only puts us into prison! 
 
Faithful friends and neighbors counsel and encourage each other.  
"Ointment and perfume delight the heart, and the sweetness of a man’s friend gives delight by hearty counsel" (Prov. 
27:9, NKJV).  
 
The images of oil and perfume are fine when the discussion is pleasant, but what’s it like when friends disagree? "As iron 
sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend" (27:17).  
 
Friends and neighbors must exercise tact and be sensitive to each other’s feelings. If we spend too much time together, we 
may wear out our welcome.  
"Seldom set foot in your neighbor’s house, lest he become weary of you and hate you" (Prov. 25:17, NKJV).  
 
I’ve known people who spent so much time with each other that they eventually destroyed their friendship. If we’re going 
to grow, we need space; space comes from privacy and solitude. Even husbands and wives must respect each other’s pri-
vacy and not be constantly together if their love is to mature.  
 
"He who blesses his friend with a loud voice, rising early in the morning, it will be counted a curse to him" (27:14, 
NKJV).  
Beware the "friend" who loudly and frequently praises you and tells you what a good friend you are, because true friend-
ship doesn’t depend on such antics—especially if he wakes you up to do it!  
 
1. I must be committed.  
(Proverbs 18:24) "A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother." 
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(John 15:13) "Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends." 
 
2. I must be considerate. People desire understanding of their rights and feelings. Friends are good forgetters; they don’t 
rub it in they rub it out. 
(Proverbs 17:9) "He who covers over an offense prov.omotes love, but whoever repeats the matter separates close 
friends." 
 
(Proverbs 19:22) "What a man desires is unfailing love ; better to be poor than a liar." 
 
3. I must be confidential. Gossip will kill a friendship. 
(Proverbs 11:13) "A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy man keeps a secret." 
 
4. I must be candid. 
(Proverbs 24:26) "An honest answer is like a kiss on the lips." 
 
(Proverbs 27:5-6) "Better is open rebuke than hidden love. {6} Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multip-
lies kisses." 
 
We should compliment in public and correct in private. Don’t correct unless you’ve proven that you’re open to correction. 
We all have blind spots and we need loving and faithful friends who will show them to us in the proper way. 
 
5. I must be constructive.  
(Proverbs 27:9) "Perfume and incense bring joy to the heart, and the pleasantness of one's friend springs from his earnest 
counsel." 
 
(Proverbs 27:17) "As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another." 
 
We have great influence on others; we either aid healing or hurting. 
 
6. I must be consistent. 
(Proverbs 17:17) "A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity." 
A friend is in your corner when they see you’re cornered. 
 
PEOPLE YOU DO NOT WANT AS FRIENDS 
1. Gossips - Prov. 20:19 
2. Short-tempered - Prov. 22:24-25 
3. Those given to drinking and gluttony - Prov. 23:20-21 
4. Those given to change - Prov. 24:21-22 
5. Liars, those untrustworthy, and those inconsiderate - Prov. 25:18-20 
6. Those given to violence - Prov. 1:10-19 
 
ADVICE ON MAINTAINING GOOD FRIENDSHIPS 
THINGS TO AVOID, WHICH CAN DISRUPT A GOOD FRIENDSHIP... 
1. Don't repeat everything you hear - Prov.. 17:9 
2. Avoid senseless arguments - Prov. 17:14 
3. Don't overstay your welcome - Prov. 25:17 
4. Don't meddle in affairs not your own - Prov. 26:17 
5. Don't play bad jokes - Prov. 26:18-19 
6. Don't be a "talebearer" - Prov. 26:20 
7. Don't be contentious - Prov. 26:21 
8. Don't engage in insincere flattery - Prov. 27:14 
 
SOLVING PROBLEMS WITH OUR FRIENDS... 
1. Make sure that you are at peace with the Lord - Prov. 16:7 
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2. Be slow to anger - Prov. 15:18 
3. Be slow to respond - Prov. 18:13 
4. Avoid quarreling - Prov. 20:3 
5. Speak gently - Prov. 15:1 
6. Speak briefly - Prov. 10:19 
7. Be quick to show love - Prov. 10:12 
8. But if necessary, rebuke rather than flatter - Prov. 28:23 
 
Rather than depend upon "trial and error" to learn "how to win friends and influence people", let God's Word be your 
guide! 
 
But of all the friendships we could possible develop, none can excel the one we can have with HIM who truly "sticks 
closer than a brother" – our Lord Jesus Christ! 
"Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends." (John 15:13)  
"You are My friends if you do whatever I command you." John15:14 
 
There is one more proverb which has to do with parents. Frankly, I find it troublesome, but it informs us that we must 
seek to learn something of the home life of our mate before we marry him--or her: 
 
Under three things the earth quakes, And under four, it cannot bear up: Under a slave when he becomes king, 
And a fool when he is satisfied with food, Under an unloved woman when she gets a husband, And a maidservant 
when she supplants her mistress (30:21-23). 
 
There is a common thread which runs through each of these four unbearable situations--one gets something which he is 
unaccustomed to and which he will find difficult to handle once he has it. A slave has only known authority over him, yet 
when he becomes king his authority is absolute. His temptation will be to abuse his newly acquired authority. A fool 
would normally know only poverty and deprivation. With a full stomach he will hardly know how to behave.  
 
Certainly much of his incentive will be lost. A maidservant who now has authority over her mistress will be inclined to 
get even by making life miserable for her former mistress. She who once felt abused and oppressed will give her mistress 
a taste of oppression. So too with an unloved woman. Since she has never known genuine love, she may very well pre-
sume upon it and by trying to drink this new cup to the full make her husband regret the day he vowed to be faithful in his 
love toward her. 
 
I realize that some of you have come from homes in which there was little or no love. You may wonder if this proverb 
condemns you to a life of loneliness. I think not. Certainly God’s grace is sufficient for every need. But it should warn us 
that those who have not known love in their childhood years will have a tendency to abuse it in marriage. A mate who has 
not been loved by parents should not take this out on the marriage partner. And the one who marries a mate who has been 
unloved should be sensitive to the kind of problems such a childhood produces. The sins of the fathers (and mothers) are 
passed along, to later generations (Ex. 20:5). 
 
Throughout the Book of Proverbs we have seen the teaching of the father and the mother, instructing and warning the child. 
Unfortunately, that is not the way every home operates. I am sure most of us are not entirely happy with the way we are rais-
ing our children. This means that we may learn a great deal about our mate by giving thought to the home environment in 
which he or she was raised. Proverbs implies that the influence of the home has a great deal to do with a child’s success in life 
as a partner in marriage. Here is a factor we cannot afford to overlook. 
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God’s Wisdom for Mankind: Studies in Proverbs 
#6 Wisdom In Family Matters 

 
Proverbs 22:17-21: "Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise, And apply your mind to my knowledge; {18} For it 
will be pleasant if you keep them within you, That they may be ready on your lips. {19} So that your trust may be in the 
LORD, I have taught you today, even you. {20} Have I not written to you excellent things Of counsels and knowledge, 
{21} To make you know the certainty of the words of truth That you may correctly answer him who sent you?" 
 
It costs to acquire wisdom, but it’s worth it! It isn’t enough to own a study Bible and read books about the Bible, helpful 
as they are. It’s one thing to know about the Bible and quite something else to hear God speak through His Word and 
teach us His wisdom so that we become more like Jesus Christ.  
 
During my years of ministry, I’ve met several people whose knowledge of Scripture was phenomenal, but who failed to 
manifest the fruit of the Spirit: Galatians 5:22-23: "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, {23} gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law." 
 
But there’s a negative side to this as well:  
a. Wise people don’t waste their time listening to foolishness and lies. 
b. Wise people are careful about what they read, what they hear and see, and what they talk about in daily conversation.  
c. They’re diligent to keep trash out of their minds and hearts, because "garbage in" ultimately means "garbage out." 
d. For this reason, they carefully control the radio and television and they are selective in their reading.  
e. Those who are wise profit from rebuke and from advice: Proverbs 9:8-9: "Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you, 
Reprove a wise man and he will love you. {9} Give instruction to a wise man and he will be still wiser, Teach a righteous 
man and he will increase his learning." 
 
They don’t think so highly of themselves that they can’t learn from others  
Proverbs 26:12: "Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him."  
 
As we continue our study of the Proverbs, we should keep in mind two things:  
1. Life is short  
2. Our eternal existence is determined by how we live during this short life 
 
It is imperative, then, that we not waste our time through rash and foolish decisions which not only jeopardize our eternal 
destiny but can also make this life miserable. 
 
The value of wisdom is especially seen in family relationships: "He who troubles his own house will inherit the wind." 
(Prov. 11:29).  
 
Life is too short and families grow too fast for us to raise a family through "trial and error" 
 
Consider what many people think is most important in providing for a family:  
Many would say it is the "necessities" of life such as food and clothing, and a place of shelter. Most would feel that other 
things are also necessary such as the "finer things" (luxuries) for the children, which parents never had as children. It 
would also include a good "education" for the children, so they too can be affluent. 
 
1. Instilling a fear of the Lord (reverence and awe). 
Proverbs 15:16: "Better is a little with the fear of the LORD Than great treasure and turmoil with it." 
 
The fear of the Lord provides: 
Proverbs 16:6: "By lovingkindness and truth iniquity is atoned for, And by the fear of the LORD one keeps away from 
evil." 
 
2. Giving them love. 
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Proverbs 15:17: "Better is a dish of vegetables where love is Than a fattened ox served with hatred." 
 
Proverbs 27:5: "Better is open rebuke Than love that is concealed." 
 
Providing an environment where love reigns is more important than providing material abundance. Troubled children 
come from homes where "love" is lacking, not money! 
 
3. Providing a peaceful family life. 
Proverbs 17:1: "Better is a dry morsel and quietness with it Than a house full of feasting with strife." 
 
What can be done to insure adequate material provisions for the family: Be righteous! 
Proverbs 20:7: "A righteous man who walks in his integrity-- How blessed are his sons after him." 
 
Today that means putting the kingdom of God first in your life. Then God will watch out for you and providentially see 
that your needs are adequately met! Children of righteous parents are truly blessed! But parents who fail to put God first 
go through life without God's providential help, and their children may suffer as a result! 
 
Loving discipline. 
Many modern educators and parents revolt against the biblical teaching about discipline. They tell us that, “Spare the rod 
and spoil the child” is nothing but brutal and prehistoric and cripples the child for life.8-3 But nowhere does the Bible teach 
blind brutality when it comes to disciplining children.  
 
The emphasis is on love, because this is the way God disciplines His own children. “My son, do not despise the chasten-
ing of the Lord, nor detest His correction; for whom the Lord loves He corrects, just as a father the son in whom he de-
lights” (3:11-12, NKJV; 13:24). Do we know more about raising children than God does?  
 
Discipline has to do with correcting character faults in a child while there is still time to do it. Better the child is corrected 
by a parent than by a law enforcement officer in a correctional institution.  
“Chasten your son while there is hope, and do not set your heart on his destruction” (19:18, NKJV).  
 
I prefer the NIV translation of the second clause: “do not be a willing party to his death.” A vote against discipline is a 
vote in favor of premature death.   
 
What a tragedy when children are left to themselves, not knowing where or what the boundaries are and what the conse-
quences of rebellion will be! I may be wrong, but I have a suspicion that many people who can’t discipline their children 
have a hard time disciplining themselves. If you want to enjoy your children all your life, start by lovingly disciplining 
them early.  
 
“The rod and rebuke give wisdom, but a child left to himself brings shame to his mother” (29:15, NKJV).  
 
“Correct your son, and he will give you rest; yes, he will give delight to your soul” (29:17, NKJV).  
 
God has ordained that parents are older and more experienced than their children and should therefore lovingly guide their 
children and prepare them for adult life. If any of their children end up sluggards (10:5), gluttons (28:7), fornicators 
(29:3), rebels (19:26; 20:20; 30:11-12, 17; see Deut. 21:18-21) and robbers (28:24), it should be in spite of the parents’ 
training and not because of it.  
 
Inspired wisdom is explicit in the proper use of "corporeal punishment." Used properly, it is a demonstration of true love. 
Proverbs 13:24: "He who withholds his rod hates his son, But he who loves him disciplines him diligently." 
 
Proper discipline has proper objectives... 
Proverbs 22:15: "Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of discipline will remove it far from him." 
 
Proverbs 23:13-14: "Do not hold back discipline from the child, Although  you strike him with the rod, he will not die. 
{14} You shall strike him with the rod And rescue his soul from Sheol." 
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Proverbs 29:15: "The rod and reproof give wisdom, But a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother." 
 
Proper discipline has its rewards 
Proverbs 29:17: "Correct your son, and he will give you comfort; He will also delight your soul." 
 
It is to be applied before the situation gets of out hand ("while there is hope"). It is also to be applied under controlled cir-
cumstances ("do not set your heart on his destruction"). i.e., do not put it off until you strike in anger. There IS a differ-
ence between a proper "spanking" and "child abuse"! 
 
Corporeal punishment should never be a vent for letting off steam. Rather, a controlled use of one method to discourage 
bad behavior. To be accompanied with love!  These important points: 
· when you discipline your children, you’re acting like God 
· discipline is a function of love, and appropriate punishment is not something done to a child but for the child 
· spanking before 18 months of age is not wise and after 10 years of age is not effective 
· it should be reserved for times of defiant or rebellious behavior 
· when love is abundant at home, proper discipline (even a spanking) won’t be resented 
 
James Dobson: "The proper time to begin disarming the teenage time bomb is 12 years before it arrives. Children thrive 
best in an atmosphere of genuine love, undergirded by reasonable and consistent discipline. In a day of widespread drug 
usage, immorality, sexually transmitted diseases, vandalism, and violence, we must not depend on hope and luck to fa-
shion the critical attitudes we value in our children." 
    "In those situations when the child fully understands what he is being asked to do or not to do but refuses to yield to 
adult leadership, an appropriate spanking is the shortest and most effective route to an attitude adjustment." (The New 
Dare to Discipline, page 28, 7, and 60-61). 
 
The Character Traits of a Godly Child 
I believe that Proverbs teaches us that we can tell much about the character of a person by observing his relationship to his 
parents. Note these passages: 
• A wise son accepts his father’s discipline, But a scoffer does not listen to rebuke (13:1). 
• A fool rejects his father’s discipline, But he who regards reproof is prudent (15:5). 
• A wise son makes a father glad, But a foolish man despises his mother (15:20). 
• A foolish son is a grief to his father, And bitterness to her who bore him (17:25). 
• He who assaults his father and drives his mother away Is a shameful and disgraceful son (19:26). 
• Listen to your father who begot you, And do not despise your mother when she is old (23:22). 
• The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice, And he who begets a wise son will be glad in him. Let your 

father and your mother be glad, And let her rejoice who gave birth to you (23:24-25). 
• There is a kind of man who curses his father, And does not bless his mother (30:11). 
 
All of these passages point to the fact that a good son is a godly man, and a godly man makes a good husband. Any man 
who is not a good son will not be a good husband.  
 
Solomon Versus Sigmund Freud Determines the Character of a Child 
We should begin by acknowledging that parental failure does have an adverse effect on both parent and child. In the 
words of Proverbs, 
The rod and reproof give wisdom, But a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother (29:15). 
 
Every appeal of these early chapters of Proverbs is based on the same premise: a father and mother can teach a child about 
wisdom and urge him to pursue it, but they cannot make the decision for him. Indeed, a child of wise and godly parents 
may choose to play the fool in spite of their diligent efforts to train him otherwise. 
The Process of Divine Discipline 
God used the “rod” of discipline in the Old Testament, but never in isolation. It was always a part of a larger process of 
leading His children to greater maturity, faith, and obedience. Let me attempt to summarize the steps in the process of cor-
rection and chastening as I currently understand them. 
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Step One: Establishing the Right to Rule. As we saw the word “discipline” Used in Deuteronomy 4:36, 8:5 and 11:2, 
God demonstrated His greatness by delivering Israel out of Egypt and then disclosing His majesty and power in the wil-
derness and on the mountain from which the law was given. All of this served the purpose of establishing God’s authori-
ty--His right to rule--over the nation Israel. 
 
Parents must also establish their authority by demonstrating to their children that they are in charge. While we should lis-
ten to our children and consider their opinions and feelings, God has given parents the responsibility and authority for 
raising children. Children are not our equals, just as we are not God’s equal. Child-training is based upon the premise that 
the parent is in charge. 
 
Step Two: Establishing the Rules. Once God established His authority, He gave His people the law--the standard of 
conduct which God set for them. By their obedience or disobedience to the law God would either bless or chasten Israel. 
Because God is holy, His people must also live holy lives. The law prescribed the kind of conduct which was befitting the 
people of God. 
 
Parents, too, must establish the standards for the conduct of their children. Not only are we to demonstrate our right to 
rule, we must also lay down the rules. The standards which God gave were clear and simple (I didn’t say easy). The stan-
dards which we establish should also be realistic, clear and consistent. 
 
Step Three: Prescribing the Consequences for Sin, as well as its Cure. The law which God gave His people contained 
clearly spelled out consequences for sin. Deuteronomy 28 and Leviticus 26 both describe the results of righteousness and 
unrighteousness. Israel knew what God would do if they chose to disobey His law. 
 
God knew the weakness of His people; therefore He also made provision for their sin. The sacrificial system not only pro-
vided an immediate solution for sin, but it prophetically anticipated the ultimate solution, the sacrifice of the “Lamb of 
God” who would take away the sin of the world (cf. John 1:29; Heb. 10:1-18). 
 
Parental discipline should also include instruction concerning the consequences of disobedience. Our children must know 
that the rules which we set down are intended to bring blessing into their lives and that disobedience of these standards 
will bring unpleasant results. Children are more impressed with the pain of disobedience than they are with the particular 
precept or commandment set down. Parents should be like God by letting their children know the consequences of sin be-
fore any transgression occurs. 
 
More than just promising painful consequences for sin, parents must speak to their children of the provision of God for 
sinners in the person of His Son. In the Old Testament, sin had its punishment; God also had a provision that would offer 
forgiveness and make reconciliation to the transgressor. 
 
Step Four: Teaching the Reasons for the Rules. It was not enough for the rules to be given the people through Moses. 
The law given to Moses was to be handed down from generation to generation. The primary responsibility for teaching 
was that of the parents, especially the father (cf. Exod. 12:24-27; Deut. 6). In addition, God taught each generation 
through the religious leaders He appointed, men like the priests, the scribes (Ezra 7:6; Neh.8:1-18) and the prophets. Each 
new generation had to be taught the purpose and the meaning of the law. In each generation, men and women needed to 
be reminded of God’s standards. 
 
No Old Testament book has so much teaching specifically directed toward “sons” as does Proverbs. The law is assumed, 
but it is explained in practical terms--in terms of how one is to live life. The consequences of sin are spelled out, and also 
the benefits of obedience to God. More than just precepts, Proverbs gives us principles by which our lives are to be go-
verned. 
 
In the New Testament, fathers are commanded to bring up their children in “the discipline and instruction of the Lord” 
(Eph. 6:4).Again and again, it is the responsibility of the parents (first) and others (second) to teach the young to fear the 
Lord and obey Him. Because each succeeding generation must be taught anew, the process is never complete. What a son 
learned from his father he must also teach to his children (cf. Prov. 4:3-9). 
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Step Five: Verbal Rebuke. Inevitably we will sin. Regardless of how well we know the rules and the reasons behind 
them, we will eventually choose to disobey. Even Solomon, who wrote much of Proverbs, chose to disregard his own in-
struction. The role of the Old Testament prophet was to point out specific instances of sin--specific violations of God’s 
law. Thus, Nathan rebuked David (2 Sam. 12) and the Old Testament prophets accused Israel and Judah of their sin (cf. 
also Neh. 13:15). It was not until His people had persistently resisted God’s Word and rejected His prophets that God fi-
nally was forced to employ the “rod” of discipline: 
“And you shall say to them, ‘This is the nation that did not obey the voice of the Lord their God or accept correction; 
truth has perished and has been cut off from their mouth (Jer. 7:28). 
 
‘Yet they did not listen or incline their ears, but stiffened their necks in order not to listen or take correction” (Jer. 17:23). 
 
“And the Lord has sent to you all His servants the prophets again and again, but you have not listened nor inclined your 
ear to hear” (Jer. 25:4). 
 
Ideally, discipline may not need to proceed any further than a verbal rebuke. Proverbs speaks of the wise as those who 
will learn from a mere word of rebuke and will not require the “rod” (cf. 13:1; 15:31-32; 17:10-11). David, the man after 
God’s heart, was stopped short merely by the rebuke of Nathan (2 Sam. 12:13). 
 
Step Six: The Rod. Ultimately, there are those of us who simply refuse to learn the easy way. Consequently the “rod” is 
necessary in order to underscore the teaching and verbal rebuke which has been disregarded. When God used His “rod” 
on Israel it was because they had spurned His reproof through the prophets: 
“Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘Because you have not obeyed My words, behold, I will send and take all the fami-
lies of the north,’ declares the Lord, land I will send to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, My servant, and will bring them 
against this land, and against its inhabitants, and against all these nations round about; and I will utterly destroy them, 
and make them a horror, and a hissing, and an everlasting desolation’” (Jer. 25:8-9). 
 
It is especially noteworthy to see in the words of Jeremiah and their fulfillment that the “rod” which God employed on His 
people was precisely that which had been described in the law and in the prophets. God’s chastisement was exactly what 
He had warned it would be. 
 
Step Seven: Repentance and Reconciliation. The “rod” is not an end in itself, but a means--a means to underscore the 
teaching and the verbal rebuke which have preceded it. If some will not learn by mere words, as Proverbs tells us (29:19), 
then the rod is required by the sinner’s stubbornness. The rod is intended to humble the sinner, to bring him to repentance, 
and ultimately to restore the relationship which has been under a strain due to sin. The process of discipline is not com-
plete until the offender and the offended are once more enjoying the intimacy of their relationship. That is the force of 
these words in the third chapter of Revelation: 
‘Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if 
any one hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me’ (Rev. 3:19-20). 
 
In the culture of that day, the most intimate fellowship between friends and family occurred at the meal table. The invita-
tion of this passage is to the wayward saint to respond to God’s discipline, to repent and to be renewed into the intimate 
enjoyment of the status of a child of God. This text is not an invitation to salvation, but an exhortation to wayward Chris-
tians to respond to the disciplinary hand of God, to repent of their sins, and to be restored to the intimacy of fellowship 
they had formerly known. 
 
As parents we should see this to be the goal of our discipline. We should strive to demonstrate to the child that discipline 
has been required by sin and a refusal to respond to verbal rebuke. If the child has come to genuine repentance, the child 
should immediately sense the relief of forgiveness and the enjoyment of intimacy once again. By whatever name it is 
called, let this be the final stage, the goal of all discipline--reunion and communion. 
 
The Privilege of Discipline 
The process of discipline is, by its very nature, a painful one. In spite of this, it is also a great privilege. Let me conclude 
our consideration of parental discipline by reminding you of the blessings of the “rod,” for both parent and child. 
Throughout the Scriptures we find that while the “rod” brings pain. It is also a means of comfort: 
Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me (Ps. 23:4). 
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The comfort of the rod is based upon the fact that discipline is proof of sonship. The rod is proof that we are children of 
God and that He loves us too much to ignore sin in our lives. Since sin hinders our relationship, He aggressively seeks to 
deal with our sin and to restore the blessings and intimacy of our relationship. Because of this, we can see chastening as a 
gracious gift of God. 
 
Eliphaz may have misapplied this truth in regard to Job’s suffering, but the truth remains: 
“Behold, how happy is the man whom God reproves, so do not despise the discipline of the Almighty. For He inflicts pain, 
and gives relief; He wounds, and His hands also heal” (Job 5:17- 8).  
 
The psalmist could say of God’s chastening: 
Blessed is the man who Thou dost chasten, 0 Lord, and dost teach out of Thy law (Ps. 91:12). 
 
Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep Thy word. It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I may learn Thy 
statutes. I know, 0 Lord, that Thy judgments are righteous, and that in faithfulness Thou hast -afflicted me (Ps. 
119:67,71,75). 
 
This is the message of Proverbs as well: 
For whom the Lord loves He reproves, Even as a father, the son in whom he delights (Prov. 3:12). 
 
Disciplining our children also is a privilege for the parent. It is a test of our obedience to God and of our love for our 
children. Proverbs commands parents to discipline their children and claims that it is proof of parental love (cf. 13:24; 
22:15; 23:13).  
 
I would like to suggest that one of the privileges which discipline affords the parent is the opportunity to present the gos-
pel in a very meaningful context. The solution for sin in no more found in the “rod” than it was in the sacrifice of bulls 
and goats in the days of old (cf. Heb. 9). The solution for sin is found only in the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ on 
the cross of Calvary. 
 
Now, I ask you, what does parental discipline address? Does it not deal with sin, righteousness, and judgment? There is no 
better time to underscore the problem of sin in the life of the child than when the “rod” is required. There is no other solu-
tion to sin than the judgment which our Lord bore on Calvary. Let us use the time of discipline to present the ultimate so-
lution for sin to our children, praying that God will draw our children to Himself. It is not the “rod” that saves, but the 
cross. Let us never use the “rod” without referring to the cross. May God enable us, as parents, to discipline as He does, 
for His glory and for our good. 
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God’s Wisdom for Mankind: Studies in Proverbs 
#7  Wisdom In Business Matters 

 
You know you work in the 21st century when... 
20. Cleaning up the dining area means getting the fast food bags out of the back seat of your car. 
19. Your reason for not staying in touch with family is that they do not have e-mail addresses. 
18. Keeping up with sports entails adding ESPN's homepage to your bookmarks. 
17. You have actually faxed your Christmas list to your parents. 
16. Pick up lines now include a reference to liquid assets and capital gains. 
15. You consider 2nd day Air Delivery and Inter-office Mail painfully slow. 
14. You assume any question about "whether to valet park or not" is rhetorical. 
13. You refer to your dining room table as the flat filing cabinet. 
12. Your idea of being organized is multiple colored post-it notes. 
11. Your grocery list has been on your refrigerator so long some of the products don't even exist anymore. 
10. You lecture the neighborhood kids selling lemonade on ways to improve their process. 
9. You get all excited when it's Saturday so you can wear sweats to work. 
8. You refer to the tomatoes grown in your garden as "deliverables." 
7. You find you really need PowerPoint to explain what you do for a living. 
6. You normally eat out of vending machines and a more expensive restaurant in town within the same week. 
5. You think that "progressing an action plan" and "calendarizing a project" are acceptable English phrases. 
4. You know the people at the airport hotels better than your next door  neighbors. 
3. You ask your friends to "think out of the box" when making Friday night plans. 
2. You think Einstein would have been more effective had he put his ideas into a matrix. 
 
And, the number one sign you work in the 21st century... 
1. You think a "half-day" means leaving at 5 o'clock. 
 
Quote from a recent meeting: "We are going to continue having these meetings, everyday, until I find out why no work is 
getting done". 
 
The average person spends 150,000 hours working in a lifetime…40% of your waking life is at work. Many professionals 
spend in excess of 52 hours a week at work and those who own a small business spend 57 hours. I know of two men here 
today who spent over 65 hours at work just 3 weeks ago! 
 
(Proverbs 16:3) "Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed." 
--------------------- 
“Money isn’t everything,” said a wit, “but it does keep you in touch with your children.”  
 
On a more serious level, Paul summarized the Christian philosophy of wealth when he wrote: “Let him who stole steal no 
longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has 
need” (Eph. 4:28, NKJV).  
 
(Prov 2:1-5 NIV)  "My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, {2} turning your ear to wis-
dom and applying your heart to understanding, {3} and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, {4} 
and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, {5} then you will understand the fear of the 
LORD and find the knowledge of God." 
 
(Prov 3:13-15 NIV)  "Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains understanding, {14} for she is more prof-
itable than silver and yields better returns than gold. {15} She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can com-
pare with her." 
 
(Prov 8:10-21 NIV)  "Choose my instruction instead of silver, knowledge rather than choice gold, {11} for wisdom is 
more precious than rubies, and nothing you desire can compare with her. {12} "I, wisdom, dwell together with prudence; 
I possess knowledge and discretion. {13} To fear the LORD is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior and 
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perverse speech. {14} Counsel and sound judgment are mine; I have understanding and power. {15} By me kings reign 
and rulers make laws that are just; {16} by me princes govern, and all nobles who rule on earth. {17} I love those who 
love me, and those who seek me find me. {18} With me are riches and honor, enduring wealth and prosperity. {19} My 
fruit is better than fine gold; what I yield surpasses choice silver. {20} I walk in the way of righteousness, along the paths 
of justice, {21} bestowing wealth on those who love me and making their treasuries full." 
 
(Prov 16:16 NIV)  "How much better to get wisdom than gold, to choose understanding rather than silver!" 
 
This is Solomon’s version of Matthew 6:33; he’s reminding us that while it is good to have the things money can buy, be 
sure you don’t lose the things money can’t buy: 
- 72 % of all families argue over money and 54% of all divorces are over money matters 
- 16 of Jesus’ 38 parables deal with money 
- more is said in the New Testament about money than heaven and hell combined 
- five times more is said about money than prayer 
- there are some 500+ verses on both prayer and faith and 2,000+ verses dealing with money and possessions 
 
"Much of the Proverbs are written by Solomon, who had 1,400 chariots, 12,000 horsemen at his disposal, 40,000 stalls for 
horses. Each year 666 talents of gold came to him which is 49,950 pounds of gold a year. He even made shields of gold. 
He lived in a palace that took 13 years to build and his throne was made out of ivory overlaid with gold." 
 
Paul summarized the Christian philosophy of wealth when he wrote: "Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him 
labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need" (Eph. 4:28, NKJV).  
 
How To Succeed At Work 
1. Seek direction and guidance from the Lord. 
(1 Kings 3:6-9) "Solomon answered, "You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was 
faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have given him a 
son to sit on his throne this very day. {7} "Now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father 
David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. {8} Your servant is here among the people 
you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. {9} So give your servant a discerning heart to govern 
your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?"" 
 
(Nehemiah 2:12) "I set out during the night with a few men. I had not told anyone what my God had put in my heart to do 
for Jerusalem. There were no mounts with me except the one I was riding on." 
 
(Proverbs 3:5-8) "Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; {6} in all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. {7} Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun 
evil. {8} This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones." 
 
2. Do something you enjoy. 
(Ecclesiastes 3:12) "I know that there is nothing better for men than to be happy and do good while they live." 
 
(Ecclesiastes 5:18) "Then I realized that it is good and proper for a man to eat and drink, and to find satisfaction in his 
toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life God has given him--for this is his lot." 
 
3. Be diligent in your work. 
(Proverbs 10:4-5) "Lazy hands make a man poor, but diligent hands bring wealth. {5} He who gathers crops in summer is 
a wise son, but he who sleeps during harvest is a disgraceful son." 
 
(Proverbs 12:27) "The lazy man does not roast his game, but the diligent man prizes his possessions." 
(Proverbs 14:23) "All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty." 
 
(Proverbs 22:13) "The sluggard says, "There is a lion outside!" or, "I will be murdered in the streets!"" 
 
(Ecclesiastes 11:4) "Whoever watches the wind will not plant; whoever looks at the clouds will not reap." 
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4. Do your work heartily as for the Lord. 
(Ecclesiastes 9:10) "Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, for in the grave, where you are going, 
there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom." 
 
(Colossians 3:23-24) "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, {24} since 
you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving." 
 
(1 Corinthians 9:23) "I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings." 
 
(1 Corinthians 10:31) "So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God." 
 
Religious Work 
An executive secretary once said, "When I envision Jesus standing behind my boss, my work changed. I had to do my 
very best. Even the menial task of serving coffee became a joy, and my attitude changed from arrogance to respect." 
 
Works Proven 
One pagan said after receiving a gospel tract from a zealous missionary, "Thank you for this tract, now I will watch your 
tracks and decide about being a Christian." 
 
No Free Lunch 
Many years ago, a wise old king called his wise men together and gave them a commission. "I want you to compile for me 
the wisdom of the ages. Put it in book form so we might leave it to posterity." The wise men left the king and worked for a 
long period of time. They finally returned with twelve volumes and proudly proclaimed that this truly was "the wisdom of 
the ages." The king looked at the twelve volumes and said, "Gentlemen, I'm certain this is the wisdom of the ages and that 
it contains the knowledge we should leave to mankind. However, it is too long and I fear that people will not read it. Con-
dense it!" Again the wise men worked long and hard before they returned with only one volume.  The king, However, 
knew that it was still too lengthy so he commanded them to further condense their work. The wise men reduced the vo-
lume to a chapter, then to a page, then to a paragraph, and finally to a sentence. When they wise old king saw the sentence 
he was absolutely elated. "Gentlemen," he said, "This is truly the wisdom of the ages, and as soon as all men everywhere 
learn this truth, then most of our problems will be solved." The sentence simply said, "There ain't no free lunch." - Zig 
Ziglar  
 
"The reason most folks don't recognize opportunity is cause it mostly goes a round wearing overalls and looking just like 
hard work."  
 
Builds Character 
A farmer had several boys and he worked them extremely hard around the farm. One day one of the neighbors pointed out 
that it wasn't necessary to work the boys that hard to raise a crop. The farmer, quietly but firmly responded, "I'm not just 
raising a crop. I'm also raising boys." 
 
According to Paul, you can get wealth in three ways: by stealing it, earning it, or receiving it as a gift, which would in-
clude getting it as an inheritance. Stealing is wrong (Ex. 20:15), labor is honorable (Ex. 20:9) and, "It is more blessed to 
give than to receive" (Acts 20:35). 
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God’s Wisdom for Mankind: Studies in Proverbs 
#8 Handling Our Anger in a Godly Way 

 
 
The Type-H Personality Are you at risk for a heart attack? Answer these questions and see: 
1. If an elevator you’re waiting for stops for too long on another floor, do you quickly feel annoyed? 
2. Have you ever been so angry that you have hit or shoved someone? 
3. Do you remember irritating incidents and get angry all over again? 
4. In line at the grocery store’s "10 items only" checkout, do you count to see if someone ahead of you has more than 10 
items? 
5. If your hairstylist trims off too much, do you fume for days? 
6. When someone cuts you off in traffic, do you flash your lights and honk your horn? 
7. Are you often irritated by others’ incompetence? 
8. If someone shows up late, do you find yourself planning an angry speech? 
 
The average man loses his temper six times a week and the average woman three times a year. Men are more likely to get 
angry at things or situations and women get angry at people. Men are more likely to be 
physical in their anger than women. All of us are more likely to get angry at home than anywhere else." 
 
We need to consider the consequences of our temper. (Proverbs 19:19) "A hot-tempered man must pay the penalty; if you 
rescue him, you will have to do it again." 
 
Consequences of anger 
· Displays our foolishness 
(Proverbs 14:17) "A quick-tempered man does foolish things, and a crafty man is hated." (Prov. 14:29) "A patient man 
has great understanding, but a quick-tempered man displays folly.  
 
· Causes bodily ailments.  
(Prov. 14: 30) "A heart at peace gives life to the body, but envy rots the bones." 
 
· Causes arguments and strife.  
(Proverbs 15:18) "A hot-tempered man stirs up dissension, but a patient man calms a quarrel." 
 
· Endangers our soul.  
(Proverbs 22:24-25) "Do not make friends with a hot-tempered man, do not associate with one easily angered, {25} or 
you may learn his ways and get yourself ensnared." 
 
· Gets us in all kinds of trouble.  
(Proverbs 29:22) "An angry man stirs up dissension, and a hot-tempered one commits many sins." 
 
"The tragedy of the modern world is that man is the master of so many things, yet has not learned to master himself. In the 
broadest sense, self-control describes the mastery of appetites... Guided by godly wisdom and knowledge, the wise man 
disciplines his appetites and makes them his servant rather than his master" (Thomas L, Seals, Proverbs--Wisdom For Ah 
Ages, pg, 108-109). 
 
"The fact is that there are no damaging or destructive emotions per se, Our emotional makeup is totally from God. All 
emotions of which He has made us capable are constructive when used properly... All emotions however, can become de-
structive when we fail to express them in harmony with Biblical limitations and structures." Oay Adams, Christian Coun-
selor's Manual, pg . 349). 
 
We need to reflect before venting our anger 
(Proverbs 17:27) "A man of knowledge uses words with restraint, and a man of understanding is even-tempered." 
 
(Proverbs 12:16) "A fool shows his annoyance at once, but a prudent man overlooks an insult." 
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Discretion is the ability to make responsible decisions. When angry we should ask: is this really a big deal? Is it worth 
giving up my happiness over? 
 
Cool Down Your Emotions 
(Proverbs 17:27) "A man of knowledge uses words with restraint, and a man of understanding is even-tempered." 
 
(Proverbs 29:11) "A fool gives full vent to his anger, but a wise man keeps himself under control." 
 
"I’m so mad I can hardly see straight, think straight.  
 
Anger is not always bad. Like other emotions, God built anger into man to move him to action. Feeling anger is not 
wrong--responding to anger is not wrong-responding to anger improperly is wrong: 
 
(Proverbs 14:29 NNAS) "He who is slow to anger has great understanding, But he who is quick-tempered exalts folly." 
 
(Proverbs 16:32 NNAS) "He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, And he who rules his spirit, than he who cap-
tures a city." 
 
The one slow to anger (not one lacking anger) is praised in contrast with the quick-tempered who improperly express their 
anger (cf. Mark 3:1-6; Matt, 21:12-13; Eph, 4:26-27). 
 
Proverbs 6:16-19, sins that God hates. First on the list is pride, because pride is usually the basic motivation for all other 
sins.  
 
"The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; pride and arrogance and the evil way and the perverse mouth I hate" (Prov. 8:13). 
 
God also hates a lying tongue, for God is a God of truth (Deut. 32:4; John 14:6; 1 John 5:6), and His Law says, "Thou 
shalt not bear false witness" (Ex. 20:16).  
 
God sees a lie, not as an act of speech but as a deadly force that goes to work in society and divides and destroys. When 
we lie, we open the door for Satan to work, for he is a liar (John 8:44); when we speak 
truth, we give opportunity for the Spirit to work (Eph. 4:14-25). There is a place reserved in hell for liars (Rev. 21:8, 27; 
see 2 Thes. 2:10).  
 
The third sin God hates is murder, "hands that shed innocent blood." His commandment is, "Thou shalt not kill [murder]" 
(Ex. 20:13). God permits the government to exercise capital punishment and strengthen justice in the land (Gen. 9:5-6; 
Rom. 13:1-7), but the shedding of innocent blood pollutes the land (Num. 35:30-34). Murderers have their part in the lake 
of fire (Rev. 21:8; 22:15). 
 
A heart that devises wicked schemes (NIV) is hateful to God because it’s a misuse of the great gift of imagination that He 
has given us. (See Gen. 6:5; 8:21; Jer. 23:17; Rom. 1:21.)  
 
People who can plan evil things that hurt others can also plan good things that will help others. The imagination needs to 
be cleansed and kept pure before God so He can use it in His service.  
 
Sinners have feet that are swift in running to mischief [evil] because they want to fulfill their schemes quickly and enjoy 
their pleasures immediately.  
 
God’s people should have cleansed feet (John 13:1-17; 1 John 1:9), beautiful feet (Rom. 10:14-15), prepared feet (Eph. 
6:15), and obedient feet (Gen. 13:17; Josh. 1:3; 3:15). If we do, we’ll bring blessing. But 
the wicked use their feet to get involved in sin: meddling as busybodies (2 Thes. 3:11; 1 Tim. 5:13), tempting others into 
sin (Prov. 5:5 and 7:11), and breaking God’s laws (1:10-16).  
 
God has called His people to be witnesses to the truth (Acts 1:8), but the wicked person is a false witness who speaks lies. 
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Without truth, things start to fall apart; when people "lie officially," the foundations of society begin to crumble. Whether 
it’s a statement from a government official, a clause in a contract, a deposition in court, or a promise at the marriage altar, 
truth cannot be violated without society ultimately suffering.  
 
The British poet John Dryden wrote, "Truth is the foundation of all knowledge and the cement of all societies."  
 
The last of the seven sins that God hates is sowing discord among brethren. "Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity" (Ps. 133:1). The wicked person destroys that unity by sowing "seeds" that produce a 
bitter and divisive harvest.  
 
The truly godly person sows seeds of unity and peace, not seeds of division (James 3:17-18). Discord and division in the 
church are terrible sins because they are contrary to the spiritual unity that Jesus prayed for (John 17:21) and that the Spi-
rit was given to produce in the body (Eph. 4:1-6).  
 
How can lost sinners ever believe that God loves them when God’s children don’t even love one another?  
 
All it takes is one stubborn troublemaker to wreck the unity in a family, a Bible study group, or a church. "Drive out the 
mocker, and out goes strife; quarrels and insults are ended" (Prov. 22:10, NIV).  
 
"When pride comes, then comes shame; but with the humble is wisdom" (11:2). 
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God’s Wisdom for Mankind: Studies in Proverbs 
#9 Matter of Life or Death (Human Speech) 

 
   It was his first day on the job. He was a new clerk in the green goods department of a super market. A lady came up to 
him and said she wanted to buy half of a head of lettuce. He tried to dissuade her from that goal, but she persisted. Finally 
he said, "I'll have to go back and talk to the manager."  
   He went to the rear of the store to talk to the manager, not noticing that the woman was walking right behind him. When 
he got into the back of the store, he said to the manager, "There's some crazy old bag out there who wants to buy half a 
head of lettuce. What should I tell her?"  
   Seeing the horrified look on the face of the manager, he turned about and, seeing the woman, added, "And this nice lady 
wants to buy the other half of the head of lettuce. Will it be all right?" Considerably relieved, the manager said, "That 
would be fine."  
   Later in the day, he congratulated the boy on his quick thinking. He then asked, "Where are you from, son?" The boy 
said, "I'm from Toronto, Canada, the home of beautiful hockey players and ugly women." The manager looked at him and 
said, "My wife is from Toronto." The boy said, "Oh, what team did she play for?"  

 
Classified ads that actually appeared in newspapers 
 FOR SALE: Bulldog. Will eat anything. Loves Children. 
 THANKS to two special people who picked my wife up after a fall from her bike and broke her pelvis and severely dam-
aged her back and many other parts of her body.  Jim and Betty Kelleher; there are not enough words to express my grati-
tude and heartfelt thanks for you and what you did for my wonderful wife. 
 EXTREMELY INDEPENDENT MALE: 17 years old, needs to rent room.  Call his mother at ... 
 HAVE FAMILY, would like to exchange for home in Amsterdam. 

 
Never underestimate the power of words. For every word in Hitler’s book Mein Kampf, 125 people died in World War 

II.9-1 Solomon was right: “Death and life are in the power of the tongue” (Prov. 18:21). No wonder James compared the 
tongue to a destroying fire, a dangerous beast, and a deadly poison (James 3:5-8). Speech is a matter of life or death. 

When you summarize what Proverbs teaches about human speech, you end up with four important propositions: (1) 
speech is an awesome gift from God; (2) speech can be used to do good; (3) speech can be used to do evil; and, (4) only 
God can help us use speech to do good. 

SPEECH IS AN AWESOME GIFT FROM GOD 
“The ability [to speak] comes so naturally that we are apt to forget what a miracle it is,” writes Professor Steven Pink-

er. “Language is not a cultural artifact that we learn the way we learn to tell time or how the federal government works. 
Instead, it is a distinct piece of the biological makeup of our brains.”9-2  

Christian believers would say that when God created our first parents, He gave them the ability to speak and under-
stand words. Made in the image of a God who communicates, human beings have the wonderful gift of speech. “The an-
swer of the tongue is from the Lord” (16:1). 

God spoke to Adam and gave him instructions about life in the Garden, which he later shared with Eve; they both un-
derstood what God told them (Gen. 2:15-17; 3:2-3). Adam was able to name the animals (2:18-20) and to give a descrip-
tive name to his bride (vv. 22-24). Satan used words to deceive Adam and Eve (3:1-5), and Eve must have used words to 
persuade her husband to eat (v. 6). The Garden of Eden was a place of communication because God gave Adam and Eve 
the ability to understand and use words. 

The images used in Proverbs for human speech indicate the value of this divine gift that we not only take for granted 
but too often waste and abuse. Wise words are compared to gold and silver. “The tongue of the just is like choice silver: 
the heart of the wicked is little worth” (Prov. 10:20). “A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver. Like 
an earring of gold or an ornament of fine gold is a wise man’s rebuke to a listening ear” (25:11-12, NIV).  

Words are also like refreshing water. “The mouth of a righteous man is a well [fountain] of life” (Prov. 10:11). “The 
words of a man’s mouth are deep waters; the wellspring of wisdom is a flowing brook” (18:4, NKJV).  

When we listen to and appropriate the words of a godly person, it’s like taking a drink of refreshing water. “The law of 
the wise is a fountain of life” (13:14), and “the fear of the Lord is a fountain of life” (14:27). But it isn’t enough for the 
wise to speak to us; we must be prepared to listen. “Understanding is a wellspring of life to him who has it” (16:22, 
NKJV).  
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Right words are like nourishing, health-giving food. “The tongue that brings healing is a tree of life, but a deceitful 
tongue crushes the spirit” (15:4, NIV). What a wonderful thing it is to say the right words and help to heal a broken spirit! 
“The lips of the righteous feed many” (Prov. 10:21; see 18:20). “Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the 
soul and health to the bones” (16:24, NKJV; see Ps. 119:103). “Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the 
wise brings healing” (Prov. 12:18, NIV; see 12:14; 13:2). 

SPEECH CAN BE USED TO DO GOOD 
No matter what may be wrong with us physically, when the doctor examines us, he or she often says, “Stick out your 

tongue!” This principle applies to the Christian life, for what the tongue does reveals what the heart contains. Inconsistent 
speech bears witness to a divided heart, for it is “out of the abundance of the heart” that the mouth speaks (Matt. 12:34). 
“Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing,” wrote James. “My brethren, these things ought not so to be” 
(James 3:10). 

What we say can help or hurt other people. When we review some of the images of speech found in Proverbs, we 
learned that our words can bring beauty and value, nourishment, refreshment, and healing to the inner person. But the 
awesome power of words reveals itself in other positive ways. 

Our words can bring peace instead of war. 
“A soft [gentle] answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger” (Prov. 15:1, NKJV). “A hot-tempered man 

stirs up dissension, but a patient man calms a quarrel” (v. 18, NIV).9-5  
Solomon isn’t advising us to compromise the truth and say that what’s wrong is really right. Rather, he’s counseling us 

to have a gentle spirit and a conciliatory attitude when we disagree with others. This can defuse the situation and make it 
easier for us to settle the matter peacefully. 

Once again, the key issue is the condition of the heart. If there’s war in the heart, then our words will be destructive 
missiles instead of healing medicines. Earthly wisdom advises us to fight for our rights and make every disagreement a 
win/lose situation, but heavenly wisdom seeks for a win/win situation that strengthens the “unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace” (Eph. 4:3). “But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield,9-6 full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy” (James 3:17, NKJV). 

Our words can help restore those who have sinned. 
“As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so is a wise reprover upon an obedient [listening] ear” (Prov. 

25:12). “He who rebukes a man will find more favor afterward than he who flatters with the tongue” (28:23, NKJV). “He 
who keeps instruction is in the way of life, but he who refuses reproof goes astray” (10:17, NKJV). 

In Matthew 18:15-20 Jesus explains the procedure for helping restore a sinning brother or sister. First, we must talk to 
the offender personally and confidentially, trusting God to change the heart. If that fails, we must try again, this time tak-
ing witnesses with us. If even that fails, then what was confidential must become public as we share the matter with the 
church. If the offender fails to hear the church, then he or she must be excluded from the church as though they were not 
believers at all. Of course, during this whole procedure, we must be much in prayer, seeking the Lord’s help for ourselves 
and for those we’re trying to help. 

Our words can instruct the ignorant. 
“The lips of the wise disperse knowledge” (Prov. 15:7). “The wise in heart are called discerning, and pleasant words 

promote instruction” (16:21, NIV). While there are many good and helpful things to learn in this brief life that we have on 
earth, the most important is the wisdom of God found in the Word of God (8:6-8). “Wisdom is the principal thing; there-
fore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding” (4:7, NKJV). After we acquire wisdom, we must share it with 
others, for “wisdom is found on the lips of the discerning” (10:13, NIV). 

Our words can rescue the perishing. 
“A true witness delivers souls, but a deceitful witness speaks lies” (Prov. 14:25, NKJV). While this verse can be applied 

to our own personal witness for Christ in rescuing the lost (Acts 1:8), the context is that of a court of law. An accused 
criminal in Israel could be condemned on the testimony of two or three witnesses; if the case involved a capital crime, the 
witnesses had to be the first to cast the stones (Deut. 17:6-7). The law forbade the bearing of false witness (Ex. 20:16; 
23:2; Deut. 5:20), and anyone found guilty of perjury was given the punishment that the accused would have received 
(Deut. 19:16-18). 

If my testimony could save an innocent person from death, and I refused to speak, then my silence would be a terrible 
sin. “Deliver those who are drawn toward death, and hold back those stumbling to the slaughter. If you say, ‘Surely we 
did not know this,’ does not He who weighs the hearts consider it? He who keeps your soul, does He not know it? And will 
He not render to each man according to his deeds?” (Prov. 24:11-12, NKJV) Whether it’s rescuing prisoners from execu-
tion or lost sinners from eternal judgment, we can’t plead ignorance if we do nothing. 

Our words can encourage those who are burdened. 
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“Anxiety in the heart of man causes depression, but a good word makes it glad” (12:25, NKJV). “A man finds joy in 
giving an apt reply—and how good is a timely word!” (15:23, NIV) “Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul 
and healing to the bones” (Prov. 16:24, NIV). 

 
I believe it to be a grave mistake to present Christianity as something charming and popular with no offence in it.  We 
cannot blink the fact that gentle Jesus meek and mild was so stiff in His opinions and so inflammatory in His language 
that He was thrown out of church, stoned, hunted from place to place, and finally gibbeted as a firebrand and a public 
danger. Whatever His peace was, it was not the peace of an amiable indifference. 

 
SPEECH CAN BE USED TO DO EVIL 
From Satan’s speech to Eve in Genesis 3 to the propaganda of the false prophet in the Book of Revelation, the Bible 

warns us that words can be used to deceive, control, and destroy. It is estimated that the average American is exposed to 
over 1,500 “promotion bites” in the course of a day, some of them subliminal and undetected, but all of them powerful. 
Whether it’s political “double-speak,”9-7 seductive advertising, or religious propaganda, today’s “spin doctors” know how 
to manipulate people with words. But it isn’t only some of the professional promoters who are guilty. There are many 
ways that you and I can turn words into weapons and damage others. 

We hurt others by lying. 
“Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue lasts only a moment” (Prov. 12:19, NIV). “Lying lips are an abomina-

tion to the Lord, but they that deal truly are His delight” (12:22; and see 6:16-17).  
When words can’t be trusted, then society starts to fall apart. Contracts are useless, promises are vain, the judicial sys-

tem becomes a farce, and all personal relationships are suspect. “Like a club or a sword or a sharp arrow is the man who 
gives false testimony against his neighbor” (25:18, NIV). 

One of the marks of liars is that they enjoy listening to lies. “A wicked man listens to evil lips; a liar pays attention to 
a malicious tongue” (17:4, NIV). It’s a basic rule of life that the ears hear what the heart loves, so beware of people who 
have an appetite for gossip and lies. 

“An honest answer is like a kiss on the lips” (24:26, NIV; see 27:6). A kiss is a sign of affection and trust, and God 
wants His people to “[speak] the truth in love” (Eph. 4:15). It has well been said that love without truth is hypocrisy and 
truth without love is brutality, and we don’t want to be guilty of either sin. We should be honest because we’re honest 
people in our hearts, walking in the fear of the Lord, and not because we’re shrewd bargainers who follow a successful 
policy. 

We hurt others by gossiping. 
“You shall not go about as a talebearer among your people” (Lev. 19:16, NKJV). “Talebearer” is the translation of a 

Hebrew word that means “to go about,” and is probably derived from a word meaning “merchant.” The talebearer goes 
about peddling gossip! “A talebearer reveals secrets, but he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a matter” (Prov. 11:13, 
NKJV). “He who goes about as a talebearer reveals secrets; therefore do not associate with one who flatters with his lips” 
(20:19, NKJV). 

“The words of a gossip are like choice morsels; they go down to a man’s inmost parts” (18:8, NIV; see 26:22). People 
who feed on gossip only crave more, and the only remedy is for them to develop an appetite for God’s truth (2:10).  

We must beware of gossips because they do a great deal of damage. “An ungodly man digs up evil, and it is on his lips 
like a burning fire. A perverse man sows strife, and a whisperer separates the best of friends” (16:27-28, NKJV; see 17:9). 
“Where there is no wood, the fire goes out; and where there is no talebearer, strife ceases” (26:20, NKJV). 

We hurt others by flattery. 
The English word “flatter” comes from a French word that means “to stroke or caress with the flat of the hand.” Flat-

terers compliment you profusely, appealing to your ego, but their praise is far from sincere. They pat you on the back only 
to locate a soft spot in which to stick a knife! “A man who flatters his neighbor spreads a net for his feet” (29:5, NKJV). 

“A lying tongue hates those who are crushed by it, and a flattering mouth works ruin” (26:28, NKJV).  
In Proverbs, the prostitute seduces her prey by using flattery (Prov. 5:3; 7:5, 21). Some people flatter the rich because 

they hope to get something from them (14:20; 19:4, 6). 
Most of us secretly enjoy flattery and dislike rebuke, yet rebuke does us more good (27:6; 28:23). There is certainly a 

place for honest appreciation and praise, to the glory of God (1 Thes. 5:12-13), but we must beware of people who give us 
insincere praise with selfish motives, especially if they begin their flattery first thing in the morning (Prov. 26:24-25). If it 
weren’t for our pride, flattery wouldn’t affect us. We privately enjoy hearing somebody agree with what we think of our-
selves! 

We hurt others by speaking in anger. 



 42

“An angry man stirs up dissension, and a hot-tempered one commits many sins” (29:22, NIV). Angry people keep add-
ing fuel to the fire (26:21) instead of trying to find ways to put the fire out.  

Many people carry anger in their hearts while they outwardly pretend to be at peace with their friends, and they cover 
their anger with hypocritical words. “Fervent lips with a wicked heart are like earthenware covered with silver dross” 
(26:23, NKJV).  

Instead of covering our anger with cheap dross, we should cover others’ sins with sincere love. “Hatred stirs up strife, 
but love covers all sins” (10:12, NKJV; 1 Peter 4:8).  

Love doesn’t condone sin or encourage sinners to try to hide their sins from the Lord (Prov. 28:13; 1 John 1:9), but 
love doesn’t tell the sin to others. (See Gen. 9:18-29.) If I’m angry with someone and he sins, I’ll be tempted to spread the 
news as a way of getting even. 

We hurt others by impetuous speech. 
“Do you see a man hasty in his words? There is more hope for a fool than for him” (Prov. 29:20, NKJV). “He who an-

swers a matter before he hears it, it is folly and shame to him” (18:13, NKJV; note v. 17). “The heart of the righteous stu-
dies how to answer, but the mouth of the wicked pours forth evil” (15:28, NKJV; see 10:19). “Whoever guards his mouth 
and tongue keeps his soul from troubles” (21:23, NKJV; see 13:3).  

We hurt others by talking too much. 
“In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, but he who restrains his lips is wise” (Prov. 10:19, NKJV). “The mouth of 

fools pours forth foolishness” (15:2).  
We hurt others by talking instead of working. 
“All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty” (14:23, NIV). Mankind seems to be divided into 

three classes: dreamers who have great ideas but never accomplish much, talkers who exercise their jaw muscles and voc-
al cords but not their hands and feet, and doers who talk little but with God’s help turn their dreams into realities. 

ONLY GOD CAN HELP US USE THE GIFT OF SPEECH FOR GOOD 
“To man belong the plans of the hearts, but from the Lord comes the reply of the tongue” (NIV). When you couple this 

with 19:21, it gives you great encouragement: “Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that pre-
vails” (NIV).  

God gives us “spiritual radar” so that we can assess a situation and make the right reply. “The lips of the righteous 
know what is acceptable” (10:32). “A man has joy by the answer of his mouth, and a word spoken in due season, how 
good it is” (15:23, NKJV; see Isa. 50:4-6). “The heart of the righteous studies how to answer, but the mouth of the wicked 
pours forth evil” (Prov. 15:28, NKJV).  

People who speak wisely, saying the right thing at the right time in the right way to the right people, are people who 
store God’s truth in their hearts. “Wisdom is found on the lips of him who has understanding” (10:13, NKJV), and that un-
derstanding comes from the Word of God. “Wise people store up knowledge” (10:14, NKJV).  

“The heart of the wise teaches his mouth, and adds learning to his lips” (Prov. 16:23, NKJV). It has been said that 
“empty barrels make the most noise.” Too often those who talk the most have the least to say. People who don’t prepare 
their hearts are making themselves available to become the devil’s tools for hindering God’s work. If we’re filled with the 
Word and led by the Spirit, we’ll be a part of the answer and not a part of the problem. 

 “Death and life are in the power of the tongue” (18:21, NKJV). “The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life” 
(10:11, NIV). Choose life! 

 
(Prov 26:18-19 NIV)  "Like a madman shooting firebrands or deadly arrows {19} is a man who deceives his neighbor 

and says, "I was only joking!"" 
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There is a small island in Indonesia called Sumba. On the Eastern Coast of this island there is an area called the 
Tanjung Undu, which in English means, "The Land of the Undo People." Due to an atmospheric anomaly, and the way 
the rotation of the earth affects that part of the world, the people of this region have been gifted with a genetic Undo 
function that allows them to quickly and easily take back the last thing they have said without anyone knowing that it was 
ever said: 

A husband speaks harshly to his wife; no harm done, just use the Undo function. 
Two neighbors gossip about what the minister's wife was wearing on Sunday; no sin committed, just use the Undo 

function. 
A word is spoken in anger between two lifelong friends; no relationship broken, just use the Undo function. 
The gift of communication is perhaps one of God's dearest gifts to us. Using simple words, we can express love, 

gratitude, honor and many other positive emotions that we feel for others. But words can also express pride, fear, distrust 
and other negative emotions that we struggle with each day. There have been many times I have laid awake at night 
regretting the things I said that day. Things that have hurt or embarrassed others, or alienated those that I love and respect. 

"And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you." 
(Ephesians 4:32) 

While God did not create an Undo function for the words we say, he did create the repentance and forgiveness 
function. And perhaps more than any other function, it is this ability to ask for and receive forgiveness from others, that 
holds the Body of Christ together. It is one of the central functions that separates us from the world around us.  

"I... entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace." (Ephesians 4:1-3) 

While there is a place called Tanjung Undu on the East Coast of Sumba, in reality, the people who live there struggle 
with the problems their words create, just as we do. And as nice as it might be to have an Undo function to correct the 
things we have said and done, odds are unlikely scientists will develop this in our lifetime. Fortunately, God has shown us 
how to repent and restore. So as you use the Undo function on your computer this week, let it serve as a reminder to 
repent of the harmful words you have spoken and to forgive the words that have been spoken against you. 

Words Wisely Invested: When Our Speech is Life Gold 
There are many times when words are called for and where silence would be far from golden. Let us consider some of 

those times when the godly are obligated to speak. 
1. OUR SPEECH IS LIKE GOLD WHEN IT IS SOVEREIGNLY GOVERNED BY GOD. 
The plans of the heart belong to man, But the answer of the tongue is from the Lord (16:1). 
I would caution the reader not to conclude that God is to be held responsible for every word which proceeds from the 

lips of men. The point of this Proverb, as I understand it, is that while we have a particular plan in mind, what we may 
say, if divinely directed, is from God. This is especially true when we are witnessing to our faith or when we are defend-
ing it. 

“And when they arrest you and deliver you up, do not be anxious beforehand about what you are to say, but 
say whatever is given you in that hour; for it is not you who speak; but it is the Holy Spirit” (Mk. 13:11). 

2. OUR SPEECH IS LIKE GOLD WHEN IT DISPENSES WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE. 
The lips of the wise spread knowledge, But the hearts of fools are not so (15:7). 
She opens her mouth in wisdom, And the teaching of kindness is on her tongue (31:26; cf. 31:1). 
3. OUR SPEECH IS LIKE GOLD WHEN WE SHARE OUR FAITH. 
The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, To turn aside from the snares of death (13:14). 
A truthful witness saves lives, But he who speaks lies is treacherous (14:25). 
Deliver those who are being taken away to death, And those who are staggering to slaughter, 0 hold them 

back (24:11). 
4. OUR SPEECH IS LIKE GOLD WHEN WE CORRECT THE WISE. 
Like an earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold Is a wise reprover to a listening ear (25:12). 
Better is open rebuke Than love that is concealed. Faithful are the wounds of a friend, But deceitful are the 

kisses of an enemy (27:5-6). 
He who rebukes a man will afterward find more favor Than he who flatters with the tongue (28:23). 
5. OUR SPEECH IS LIKE GOLD WHEN WE SPEAK UP FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE AFFLICTED. 
Open your mouth for the dumb, For the rights of all the unfortunate. Open your mouth, judge righteously, And 

defend the rights of the afflicted and needy (31:8-9). 
6. OUR SPEECH IS LIKE GOLD WHEN WE MINISTER TO THE NEEDS OF OTHERS BY OUR WORDS. 
There is one who speaks rashly like the thrusts of a sword, But the tongue of the wise brings healing (12:18). 
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Anxiety in the heart of a man weighs it down, But a good word makes it glad (12:25). 
A soothing tongue is a tree of life, But perversion in it crushes the spirit (15:4). 
Pleasant words are a honeycomb, Sweet to the soul and healing to the bones (16:24). 
Words Wisely Chosen: Saying the Right Thing in the Right Way 
As a student I was very critical of the courses offered in homiletics--the art (and science) of preaching. What difference 

did it make how something was said, as long as what was said was true to the Word of God? After listening to the ser-
mons of some of my classmates I learned the error of my thinking. Just as Proverbs teaches us, the right content said in the 
wrong way or at the wrong time may have no benefit to the listeners and may even do them harm. 

1. A WORD WELL PUT WILL BE WELL TIMED. 
A man has joy in an apt answer, And how delightful is a timely word! (15:23) 
Like apples of gold in settings of silver Is a word spoken in right circumstances (25:11). 
2. A WORD WELL PUT WILL BE A WORD WHICH IS RIGHTLY APPLIED AND GRACIOUSLY SPO-

KEN. 
A gentle answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger. The tongue of the wise makes knowledge 

acceptable, But the mouth of fools spouts folly (15:1-2). 
The wise in heart will be called discerning, And sweetness of speech increases persuasiveness (16:21). 
The heart of the wise teaches his mouth, And adds persuasiveness to his lips (16:23). 
He who loves purity of heart And whose speech is gracious, the king is his friend (22:11).  
By forbearance a ruler may be persuaded, And a soft tongue breaks the bone (25:15). 
There are many uses of the tongue which are clearly forbidden in Proverbs. Let us briefly review them. 
1. A BREACH OF CONFIDENCE. 
He who goes about as a talebearer reveals secrets, But he who is trustworthy conceals a matter (11:13). 
Argue your case with your neighbor, And do not reveal the secret of another, Lest he who hears it reproach 

you, And the evil report about you not pass away (25:9-10). 
2. COMMITMENTS MADE IN HASTE. 
My son, if you have become surety for your neighbor, Have given a pledge for a stranger, If you have been 

snared with the words of your mouth, Have been caught with the words of your mouth, Do this then, my son, and 
deliver yourself; Since you have come into the hand of your neighbor, Go, humble yourself, and importune your 
neighbor. Do not give sleep to your eyes, Nor slumber to your eyelids; Deliver yourself like a gazelle from the 
hunter’s hand, And like a bird from the hand of the fowler (6:1-5). 

It is a snare for a man to say rashly, ‘It is holy!” And after the vows to make inquiry (20:25). 
3. CONTENTION AND STRIFE. 
Keeping away from strife is an honor for a man, But any fool will quarrel (20:3). 
4. ATTEMPTING TO CORRECT OR INSTRUCT A FOOL. 
Do not speak in the hearing of a fool, For he will despise the wisdom of your words (23:9). 
When a wise man has a controversy with a foolish man, The foolish man either rages or laughs, and there is 

no rest (29:9). 
5. CURSING PARENTS. 
He who curses his father or his mother, His lamp will go out in time of darkness (20:20; cf. 30:11). 
6. FALSE TESTIMONY. 
A false witness will not go unpunished, And he who tells lies will not escape (19:5). 
A rascally witness makes a mockery of justice, And the mouth of the wicked spreads iniquity (19:28). 
7. FLATTERY. 
A lying tongue hates those it crushes, And a flattering mouth works ruin (26:28). 
He who rebukes a man will afterward find more favor Than he who flatters with the tongue (28:23). 
A man who flatters his neighbor Is spreading a net for his steps (29:5). 
8. GOSSIP AND SLANDER. 
The words of a whisperer are like dainty morsels, And they go down into the innermost parts of the body 

(18:8). 
He who goes about as a slanderer reveals secrets, Therefore do not associate with a gossip (20:19). 
The north wind brings forth rain, And the backbiting tongue, an angry countenance (25:23).  
9. LYING AND DECEPTION. 
Put away from you a deceitful mouth, And put devious lips far from you (4:24). 
A worthless person, a wicked man, Is the one who walks with a false mouth, Who winks with his eyes, who sig-

nals with his feet, Who points with his fingers (6:12-13). 
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10. SELF-ACCLAIM. 
Like clouds and wind without rain Is a man who boasts of his gifts falsely (25:14). 
Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; A stranger, and not your own lips (27:2). 
Conclusion 
We have learned in Proverbs that the wise are those who economize in the use of words. The wise person is slow to 

speak, considering the character of the one to whom he speaks. He does not lash out in anger, and his words are timely 
and well chosen.  
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God’s Wisdom for Mankind: Studies in Proverbs 
#10 A Biblical Attitude Toward Wealth 

 
Introduction 
In our previous studies in the Book of Proverbs we have concentrated on what the wise is not--simple, a fool, a sluggard. 
Now we are going to turn our attention to what characterizes the one who is wise in Proverbs. We will begin by exploring 
the relationship of wisdom to wealth. One of the ways a wise man can be identified is by the way he handles money. Wis-
dom is not discerned by the amount of money one possesses, but by one’s attitude toward money, by the way it is ac-
quired, and by the way it is used. This message will explore the attitude of the wise toward wealth. The next will probe the 
ways in which money should be obtained and used. 
 
The fact that I am beginning to explore the character of the wise with a study on money should not be understood to sug-
gest that I believe money is the most important subject we could study--it is not. In Luke 16:10 Jesus referred to money as 
a “very little thing.”  
 
There are several reasons, however, why such a little thing as money should be of importance to us. First of all, little as it 
may be, it is a major problem in most American homes, Christian or non-Christian. We, like our government, have be-
come accustomed to operating on a deficit budget system, living more on credit than on cash. The result has been the need 
for one or both spouses to work more than is wise. Christian giving is also apparently declining. When something which is 
a “little thing” becomes “big” in our lives, it is a problem of priorities.  
 
Furthermore, Jesus taught that if we are not faithful in this “little thing” of money, we will not be faithful in those matters 
of greater import (cf. Luke 16:10). Let us seek to be wise in the way we use money. Let us seek the wisdom of God in this 
area as we look once more into the Book of Proverbs. 
 
What is Better Than Wealth? 
Some seem to think that nothing is better than riches, but according to Proverbs there are many things more important 
than money. Let us briefly consider some of these better things. 
 
1. HONESTY AND KINDNESS ARE BETTER THAN PROSPERITY. In Proverbs we are told that it is more impor-
tant to be truthful than to be rich. 
What is desirable in a man is his kindness, And it is better to be a poor man than a liar (Prov. 19:22). 
 
The rich do not necessarily find it essential to speak gently to others. According to Proverbs 18:23 the rich man “answers 
roughly.” The Ebenezer Scrooges of life do not deal kindly with others, but Proverbs implies that kindness is more impor-
tant than riches. Very specifically, we are told in 19:22 that it is better to be an honest man than a wealthy one, if one must 
choose between the two. 
 
2. A GOOD REPUTATION IS BETTER THAN WEALTH. 
A good name is to be more desired than great riches, Favor is better than silver and gold (22:1). 
 
3. GODLY CHARACTER IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN MONEY. It is more important to be righteous than to be 
rich. A man’s integrity is more important than his affluence. 
Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity Than he who is perverse in speech and is a fool (19:1). 
 
Better is a little with righteousness Than great income with injustice (16:8). 
 
4. A PEACEFUL HOME, FILLED WITH LOVE, IS BETTER THAN A BANK ACCOUNT FILLED WITH 
MONEY. Countless homes are sacrificed to the attempt to earn money, often on the pretext of providing for the family. 
Proverbs instructs us that it is much more important to have a home filled with love and harmony than one that has only 
money. 
Better is a dish of vegetables where love is, Than a fattened ox and hatred with it (15:17). 
 
Better is a dry morsel and quietness with it Than a house full of feasting with strife (17:1). 
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In negative terms, one who seeks to gain wealth in an unrighteous manner brings destruction to his home. 
He who profits illicitly troubles his own house, But he who hates bribes will live (15:27). 
 
5. WISDOM IS BETTER THAN WEALTH. Perhaps no theme is so frequently repeated in the early chapters of Prov-
erbs. 
“Take my instruction, and not silver, And knowledge rather than choicest gold. For wisdom is better than jewels; 
And all desirable things cannot compare with her” (8:10-11). 
 
How much better it is to get wisdom than gold, And to get understanding is to be chosen above silver (16:16). 
 
If so many things are better than wealth, we must admit that money is not nearly as important as some suppose it to be. 
Further study in Proverbs confirms this; let us next consider what money cannot do. 
 
What Money Cannot Do For Us 
“Money isn’t everything,” someone has been quoted as saying “but it’s a long way ahead of whatever is in second place.” 
Proverbs informs us that not only is money not in first place, it is not even in the running for second place. One reason is 
that money simply cannot purchase those things in life which are most important. 
 
1. MONEY CANNOT PROVIDE US WITH SECURITY.  
There are two primary reasons why money fails to make a man secure. The first is that money simply cannot purchase 
security, for security cannot be bought. There are those who deceive themselves by thinking that wealth offers them secu-
rity, but this is only imaginary. 
 
A rich man’s wealth is his strong city, And like a high wall in his own imagination (18:11). 
 
The second reason money cannot offer us security is that wealth itself is often only temporary. Not only does our wealth 
fail to make us secure, our wealth itself is insecure. 
Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, Cease from your consideration of it. When you set your eyes on it, it is 
gone. For wealth certainly makes itself wings, Like an eagle that flies toward the heavens (23:4-5). 
 
I recall hearing about a man who made hundreds of millions of dollars on a single transaction. Only a few months later the 
newspapers reported his loss of even more than what he had previously made. Someone commented, “He may not have 
lost his shirt, but it sure did loosen his tie.” Security can never be gained through money. 
 
2. MONEY CANNOT BUY WISDOM. 
Why is there a price in the hand of a fool to buy wisdom, When he has no sense? (17:16)8 
 
3. MONEY CANNOT PROVIDE US WITH LIFE’S MOST PRECIOUS GIFT.  
We know that money cannot buy true friends, because bought “friends” will forsake us when our time of need arrives. 
All the brothers of a poor man hate him; How much more do his friends go far from him! He pursues them with 
words, but they are gone (19:7). 
 
The Prodigal Son (Luke 15) is a New Testament example of this truth. 
 
A good wife is a gift from the Lord (of. Prov. 18:22). A godly wife cannot be purchased, but is a gift of God’s 
grace. 
House and wealth are an inheritance from fathers, But a prudent wife is from the Lord (19:14). 
 
4. SALVATION CANNOT BE BOUGHT WITH MONEY.  

                                                           
8 I see no contradiction between Proverbs 17:16 and 23:23, which says, “By truth and do not sell it.” In 17:16 the reference is 

to the fool. He could not acquire wisdom at any price. In 23:23 the wise man is exhorted to seek truth. Truth cannot be bought, but 
this is a figure of speech which teaches us that, like the pearl of great price (Matt. 13:46), truth is worth great sacrifice in order to 
obtain it. 
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God’s grace is never obtained by any contribution from man. Because of this, money not only cannot save us, it often 
produces pride and self-confidence which only furthers our waywardness and sin. 
Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, But righteousness delivers from death (11:4). 
 
The righteousness of the upright will deliver them, But the treacherous will be caught by their own greed (11:6). 
 
He who trusts in his riches will fall, But the righteous will flourish like the green leaf (11:28). 
 
While it may not be accurate to say that the “best things in life are free,” it at least should be evident that the best things in 
life cannot be purchased with money. 
 
What Money Will Do For You 
Anyone who has gone from poverty to prosperity can testify that money will produce results. Unfortunately, many of 
these are not very beneficial. Let us consider some of the effects which wealth may produce in our lives, a further evi-
dence that money is not all it is purported to be. 
1. YOU CAN BE ASSURED THAT MONEY WILL ATTRACT “FRIENDS.”  
Proverbs teaches us that money adds friends, while poverty removes them. 
Wealth adds many friends, But a poor man is separated from his friend (19:4). 
 
Many will entreat the favor of a generous man, And every man is a friend to him who gives gifts (19:6). 
 
2. MONEY TENDS TO GIVE THE RICH A FALSE SENSE OF SECURITY.  
 In a passage which we have already noted, we are told that the rich tend to find a false sense of well-being in their wealth. 
A rich man’s wealth is his strong city, And like a high wall in his own imagination (18:11). 
 
3. MONEY CAN PRODUCE PRIDE, AND APATHY TOWARD SPIRITUAL THINGS.  
The reality of life is that the poor man who wonders where his next meal is coming from is more attuned to spiritual 
things than is the rich, who seemingly has no worry about such things. 
The rich man is wise in his own eyes, But the poor who has understanding sees through him (28:11). 
 
Agur, the godly man of chapter 30, refused to ask God to make him rich, fearing that it might cause his heart to turn from 
the Lord. He dared not request to become rich, lest, in his words, I be full and deny Thee and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’” 
(30:9). 
 
Conclusions 
There are a number of principles in the Book of Proverbs which should shape our attitude toward money. Some of these 
principles are: 
1. NEITHER THE POSSESSION OF MONEY NOR THE LACK OF IT ARE PROOF OF ONE’S SPIRITUAL 
STATE. 
 
The Judaism of Jesus’ day tended toward the error that prosperity was proof of piety. The rich, they supposed, were weal-
thy because they were more worthy. Spirituality could be quickly determined by looking at a man’s bank account, at the 
kind of clothes he wore, by the trappings of affluence. The asceticism of other religious groups caused them to conclude 
just the opposite. They believed that the godly must shun all material possessions, so that poverty became proof of piety. 
 
Both of these views are wrong for several reasons. First, one may be rich for the wrong reasons. Crime, for example, may 
be the means by which a man prospers. Furthermore, one may be poor for reasons other than sinfulness or slothfulness. 
Some are poor due to injustice, not a lack of initiative (13:23). If it is better to be poor than to be a liar (19:22), one may 
have chosen poverty in order to remain honest and pure in heart. Most importantly, the Bible teaches that we should never 
judge others on the basis of outward appearances. 
 
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; 
for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart” (I Sam. 16:7). 
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In the Sermon on the Mount our Lord warned of the danger of externalism (of. Matt. 6:1-18), the performance of outward 
acts in order to appear to be righteous, yet without actually serving God from the heart. We dare not judge the spirituality 
of others by any standard which considers only outward appearances, rather than the attitude of the heart. 
 
Perhaps this proverb sums it up as well as it can be said: 
There is one who pretends to be rich, but has nothing; Another pretends to be poor, but has great wealth (13:7). 
 
True riches cannot be measured in terms of money. 
 
2. GOD HAS NOT PROMISED TO MAKE EVERY GODLY CHRISTIAN RICH.  The question which must first be 
asked is, “Did God promise to financially prosper the Israelites, to whom and for whom Proverbs was written?” Frankly I 
think the answer is “Yes.” God had promised to bless Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3), a commitment reiterated to his offspring, 
Isaac (26:24), Jacob (35:9-12); and the sons of Jacob (cf. 49:3-27). In the Book of Deuteronomy prosperity and security 
are promised all who will live in accordance with the laws which God has laid down in the Mosaic covenant. The bless-
ings of obedience and the consequences of disobedience are summarized in chapter 28. If the people of Israel disregard 
the law of God, they are warned that they will be driven from the land and taken into captivity (vv. 64-68).In the light of 
the promises of God to Israel, take note of this passage in Proverbs: 
For the upright will live in the land, And the blameless will remain in it; But the wicked will be cut off from the 
land, And the treacherous will be uprooted from it (2:21-22). 
 
The blessings on the righteous of which the Book of Proverbs speaks are those promised Israel by God, if they would 
obey His laws. I believe that prosperity was the standard, the ideal, and that the goal for Israel was to have no poor among 
the people of God. I understand this to be the point of Deuteronomy 15:4-5. 
 
However, there shall be no poor among you, since the Lord will surely bless you in the land which the Lord your God is 
giving you as an inheritance to possess, if only you listen obediently to the voice of the Lord your God, to observe care-
fully all this commandment which I am commanding you today. 
 
While prosperity was the ideal, it was never viewed as something which would take place, for in the next verses of the 
same chapter in Deuteronomy, God instructs the Israelites about their obligation to minister to the poor in their midst. 
 
If there is a poor man with you, one of your brothers, in any of your towns in your land which the Lord your God is 
giving you, you shall not harden your heart, nor close your hand from your poor brother; but you shall freely 
open your hand to him, and shall generously lend him sufficient for his need in whatever he lacks (Deut. 15:7-8). 
 
The most striking statement, one which our Lord repeats (cf. Matt. 26:11), is that found in Deuteronomy 15:11:”For the 
poor will never cease to be in your land.” Even in Israel it was never assumed that everyone would be rich. 
 
One of the contributions which dispensationalism has made to the study of the Scriptures is to differentiate between prom-
ises made to the Jews and those made to New Testament saints. If we were to conclude that Proverbs promises that all 
who are godly will be rich, we should be entirely consistent and say that we will dwell in the land of Israel (Prov. 2:21).I 
do not find any promise in the New Testament that godliness will be rewarded with great wealth. Even our Lord laid aside 
His wealth and became poor for our sake (2 Cor. 8:9). 
 
3. PROVERBS NEVER ENCOURAGES US TO DESIRE TO BE WEALTHY, BUT TO MAKE EVERY SACRI-
FICE TO BE WISE.  Proverbs does not encourage materialism; it forbids it. 
Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, Cease from your consideration of it. When you set your eyes on it, it is 
gone. For wealth certainly makes itself wings, Like an eagle that flies toward the heavens (23:4-5). 
 
A man with an evil eye hastens after wealth, And does not know that want will come upon him (28:22). 
 
The greatest treasure in life is wisdom, which begins with the fear of the Lord and is a life-long search for divine insight 
into life. Just as we are not taught to seek after happiness, but holiness, so we are encouraged to search for wisdom, not 
wealth. If wealth is to come, it should come like happiness, as a fringe benefit, not a goal itself. This was the desire of 
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Agur, who realized that both poverty and prosperity had their dangers. The earnest petition which Agur made was that he 
be righteous, not rich.  
 
Let his petition serve as a model for us as well: 
Two things I asked of Thee, Do not refuse me before I die: Keep deception and lies far from me, Give me neither 
poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food that is my portion, Lest I be full and deny Thee and say, “Who is the 
Lord?” Or lest I be in want and steal, And profane the name of my God (30:7-9). 
 
Oh that you and I might hunger more for wisdom than wealth, and that we would be willing to discipline our lives to ob-
tain it. May we not make prosperity the priority of our life, and yet may we also not falsely condemn wealth as though it 
were a sin. The real issue is our attitude toward money. Many who are poor are more materialistic than the rich because 
they value wealth too highly. The way we look at wealth, and the way we use it, is what matters to God. In our next lesson 
we will consider the acquisition and use of money. 
 
Wisdom in the Acquisition and Use of Money 
Chuck Swindoll, in his excellent book, Strike the Original Match, has included a chapter conceving the matter of money 
in a marriage. The chapter is appropriately entitled, “Till Debt Do Us Part.” Unfortunately money mismanagement has 
taken a heavy toll on the marriages of many Christian couples, as well as in the unbelieving community. 
 
As accurate as it is to say that debt may destroy a relationship, it is not just the lack of money which has disastrous effects; 
it often may be the abundance of it that is so destructive. And if individual Christians are plagued by problems related to 
finances, so is the church. A church leader was once told, “No longer can our church say, ‘Silver and gold have we 
none,’” to which he wisely responded, “No, and neither are we able to say, like Peter and John, ‘In the name of Jesus, rise 
up and walk.’” Financial prosperity is often accompanied by a loss of spiritual power, due to apathy and complacency. 
Such was the case in the church at Laodicea (Rev. 3:17). 
 
In our first study of money in the Book of Proverbs we focused on a proper attitude toward money. Now we will concen-
trate on the biblical instruction of Proverbs related to the making and spending of money. In this lesson we will talk about 
wisdom in the acquisition of money as well as in its appropriation. 
 
Wisdom and the Acquisition of Money 
It matters a great deal how money is obtained. Proverbs reminds us that God is intimately concerned with the way we earn 
a living. God is not aloof to the way we obtain money. 
A just balance and scales belong to the Lord; All the weights of the bag are His concern (16:11). 
 
Do not rob the poor because he is poor, Or crush the afflicted at the gate; For the Lord will plead their case, And 
take the life of those who rob them (22:22-23). 
 
Money which is gained in an ungodly way will not bring us any lasting benefit; instead, it will bring about our own mi-
sery. 
Ill-gotten gains do not profit, But righteousness delivers from death (10:2). 
 
He who profits illicitly troubles his own house, But he who sows righteousness gets a true reward (11:18). 
 
Bread obtained by falsehood is sweet to a man, But afterward his mouth will be filled with gravel (20:17). 
 
The getting of treasures by a lying tongue Is a fleeting vapor, the pursuit of death (21:6). 
 
Many people seem to think that they can “launder” money, which they have gained dishonestly, by giving a portion of it 
to God. They convince themselves that since God is getting a “piece of the action” He will not be overly concerned with 
how the money was obtained. This viewpoint was long ago demonstrated in the life of the patriarch Jacob. Jacob made a 
vow, promising to give a tithe to God if He would protect and prosper him (Gen. 28:20-22).I find it interesting that Jacob 
is never recorded as giving this tithe, nor did God ever ask for it. And all the time he was with his uncle, Laban, Jacob was 
trying to become wealthy by his schemes and questionable practices (cf. Gen. 30:25-43). 
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Some people make money by questionable, if not illegal, means, and then attempt to salve their consciences by giving a 
portion to the church or charity. In their minds, benevolence is the end that justifies their sinful means. The tragedy is that 
there are all too many churches and organizations that are eager to relieve the guilt of unprincipled men by taking their 
money, helping them feel good about their sin. Proverbs tells us that no sacrifice is pleasing to God that is wrongly 
gained: 
To do righteousness and justice Is desired by the Lord rather than sacrifice (21:3). 
 
The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination, How much more when he brings it with evil intent! (21:27) 
 
Three principles sum up the teaching of Proverbs on how we should acquire money. Let me point these principles out, 
with a brief word of explanation on each. 
1. MONEY SHOULD NOT BE SOUGHT WITHOUT A COST TO US.  
You might call this the principle of toil and time. The fall of Adam in the Garden of Eden took place many centuries be-
fore Proverbs was written. The curse which God placed on man, “Cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you shall 
eat of it all the days of your life” (Gen. 3:17), is the underpinning of this principle of toil and time. Money should not be 
sought without toil, hard work, or without an investment of our time. Money obtained too easily or quickly will soon be 
gone. 
 
Poor is he who works with a negligent hand, But the hand of the diligent makes rich (10:4). 
 
He who tills his land will have plenty of bread, But he who pursues vain things lacks sense (12:11). 
 
In all labor there is profit, But mere talk leads only to poverty (14:23). 
 
Do not love sleep, lest you become poor; Open your eyes, and you will be satisfied with food (20:13). 
 
An inheritance gained hurriedly at the beginning, Will not be blessed in the end (20:21). 
 
The opposite of diligence and hard work is laziness. The lazy seek to avoid work altogether. Since they must make money 
to live they turn toward schemes and get-rich-quick offers. Proverbs teaches us that these alternatives to work will not 
succeed. 
2. MONEY SHOULD NOT BE GAINED AT THE PRICE OF PRINCIPLE.  
Proverbs 10:2 calls money acquired at the expense of principle “ill-gotten gains.” Other proverbs are more specific as to 
the principles which we dare not violate in the pursuit of an income. The following are some principles which we ought 
never to violate in the making of money: 
 
3. MONEY SHOULD NOT BE GAINED AT THE EXPENSE OF TRUTH. 
Bread obtained by falsehood is sweet to a man, But afterward his mouth will be filled with gravel (20:17). 
 
The getting of treasures by a lying tongue Is a fleeting vapor, the pursuit of death (21:6). 
 
4. MONEY SHOULD NOT BE GAINED AT THE EXPENSE OF JUSTICE. 
Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity Than great income with injustice (16:8). 
 
Wealth obtained by fraud dwindles. . . (13:11). 
 
The king gives stability to the land by justice, But a man who takes bribes overthrows it (29:4). 
 
5. MONEY SHOULD NOT BE GAINED AT THE EXPENSE OF OTHERS. 
Do not rob the poor because he is poor, Or crush the afflicted at the gate (22:22). 
 
He who robs his father or his mother, And says, “It is not a transgression,” Is the companion of a man who de-
stroys (28:24). 
 
He who increases his wealth by interest and usury, Gathers it for him who is gracious to the poor (28:8). 
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6. MONEY SHOULD NOT BE GAINED AT THE EXPENSE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
Ill-gotten gains do not profit, But righteousness delivers from death (10:2). 
 
The wicked earns deceptive wages, But he who sows righteousness gets a true reward (11:18). 
 
7. MONEY SHOULD NOT BE ACQUIRED AT THE EXPENSE OF BIBLICAL PRIORITIES.  
We can agree, I believe, that we should never sin in order to gain wealth. But we must carry this one step further to accu-
rately convey the wisdom of Proverbs. Not only should we avoid sin to gain wealth, but we should not sacrifice any bibli-
cal priority to earn money either. Since there are many things in life more important than money, our efforts to earn 
money should never rearrange these priorities. For example, we have already learned (Lesson 8) that a happy home is 
more important than a prosperous one (Prov. 15:17; 17:1). When the pursuit of money takes a toll on our home life, we 
have violated biblical priorities. Priorities should not be laid aside or rearranged in the making of money. 
 
How to Lose Money 
As well as teaching us how to earn money, Proverbs warns us of the many ways in which money can quickly be lost.  
 
The following are some of the most commonly mentioned pitfalls: 
1. LAZINESS. The sluggard not only fails to obtain wealth because of his idleness, he also neglects the resources he has. 
I passed by the field of the sluggard, And by the vineyard of the man lacking sense; And behold, it was completely 
overgrown with thistles, Its surface was covered with nettles, And its stone wall was broken down (24:30-31). 
 
Put in positive terms, we are exhorted not to neglect what we already possess. 
Know well the condition of your flocks, And pay attention to your herds; For riches are not forever, Nor does a 
crown endure to all generations. When the grass disappears, the new growth is seen, And the herbs of the moun-
tains are gathered in, The lambs will be for your clothing, And the goats will bring the price of a field, And there 
will be goats’ milk enough for your food, And sustenance for your maidens (27:23-27). 
 
2. GREED. Strangely enough, it is often a person’s greed that contributes to his poverty: 
The righteousness of the upright will deliver them, But the treacherous will be caught by their own greed (11:6). 
 
A man with an evil eye hastens after wealth, And does not know that want will come upon him (28:22). 
 
Most con artists appeal to the greed of their prey. Our laziness and greed incline us to want to get rich quickly and easily. 
The con man has just the answer for this--a scheme that offers us a chance at wealth that others are not shrewd enough to 
leap at. Remember that the sluggard is wiser in his own eyes than the wise (26:16), but in reality he is senseless (24:30). 
Greed causes us to overreach and to lose what we have in hopes of gaining more than we should expect. 
 
3. IMPETUOUSNESS. The greedy are also hasty or impetuous. Greediness inclines us to grab for all we can get. I heard 
the story of a Safeway store on Christmas eve that had all the bread on the shelves  free. This was because the store was 
closing and would not be open the next day. Some walked away in disbelief. Others picked through the bread and took a 
loaf or two. My brother and I grabbed three shopping carts and loaded up everything we could carry off. I have to admit 
that it was greed that caused me to want to grab every loaf of bread in that store, and quickly before anyone else got it 
first. Proverbs warns that it is this kind of greedy haste which brings about poverty. 
 
The plans of the diligent lead surely to advantage, But everyone who is hasty comes surely to poverty (21:5). 
 
Have you ever noticed how Madison Avenue has taught the seller to put a time limit on things for sale? There is a sale 
from 6 P.M. until midnight. The door-to-door salesman assures you that you must decide tonight, that he cannot extend 
the offer to a later time. The reason is that our greediness inclines us to snatch up the offer while we can, fearing that we 
may never have the opportunity again. Generally our greed gets us into trouble because we make a hasty decision to spend 
money quickly in order to save money on an item we really didn’t need. 
 
4. WRONG ASSOCIATIONS. Much money has been lost due to an unwise choice of associations. Proverbs warns us 
that being around the wrong kind of people may bring us to poverty. 
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Now then, my sons, listen to me, And do not depart from the words of my mouth. Keep your way far from her [the 
adulterous woman], And do not go near the door of her house, Lest you give your vigor to others, And your years 
to the cruel one; Lest strangers be filled with your strength, And your hard-earned goods go to the house of an 
alien (5:7-10).  
 
Do not be with heavy drinkers of wine, Or with gluttonous eaters of meat; For the heavy drinker and the glutton 
will come to poverty, And drowsiness will clothe a man with rags (23:20-21). 
 
I know what the world thinks about “wine, women, and song,” but Proverbs warns us that we had better stick to singing, 
unless we have a hankering for poverty. 
 
5. SQUANDERING EXTRAVAGANCE. One of the ways the foolish are separated from their possessions is that they 
consume too much and save too little. They are not content with a little of anything, but exhaust it extravagantly and 
quickly.  
There is precious treasure and oil in the dwelling of the wise, But a foolish man swallows it up (21:20). 
 
It is for this reason that we are told: 
Have you found honey? Eat only what you need, Lest you have it in excess and vomit it (25:16). 
 
6. SURETY. One of the most prominent words of financial warning, very perplexing one, is that of becoming surety for 
another. 
My son, if you have become surety for your neighbor, Have given a pledge for a stranger, If you have been snared 
with the words of your mouth, Have been caught with the words of your mouth, Do this then, my son, and deliver 
yourself; Since you have come into the hand of your neighbor, Go, humble yourself, and importune your neigh-
bor. Do not give sleep to your eyes, Nor slumber to your eyelids; Deliver yourself like a gazelle from the hunter’s 
hand, And like a bird from the hand of the fowler (6:1-5). 
 
A man lacking in sense pledges, And becomes surety in the presence of his neighbor (17:18). 
 
Take his garment when he becomes surety for a stranger; And for foreigners, hold him in pledge (20:16). 
 
Do not be among those who give pledges, Among those who become sureties for debts. If you have nothing with 
which to pay, Why should he take your bed from under you? (22:26-27). 
 
Becoming surety for another is foolish (17:18), and it is so serious a danger to the one who has thus pledged that he 
should remedy the situation immediately, even though it is personally humiliating (6:3). In some way or other, it places 
the one who pledges in a vulnerable position, almost a victim of the one for whom he has become surety (6:2-5).What is 
the error involved in becoming a surety for another, and why is it such a dangerous practice? 
 
Becoming surety for another is the process whereby one assumes responsibility for the debts of another. Derek Kidner 
says that the liability in such cases was unlimited.9 The dangers of such unspecified liability are clear. Proverbs warns 
against becoming surety for a stranger (6:1; 20:16; 27:13). One should not assume the responsibility for a person whose 
character and financial reliability are unknown, especially if our guarantee is for an unspecified or unlimited amount of 
money. The effect of becoming a surety for another is to endanger the financial well-being of our family for the sake of 
one we hardly know. As Proverbs puts it, we may find ourselves in a position of not having the resources to cover the 
debts of another, and thus lose even our own bed (22:27, perhaps the equivalent to “losing our shirt”). 
The fact that one needs another to become a surety for him already tells us something about that person. It says that this 
“stranger” is either unknown and unproven in character and responsibility, or one who has already proven himself unre-
liable. At best becoming surety is a gamble. And you will notice that under such an arrangement we have everything to 
lose and nothing to gain. In addition to all this, the fact that we have become surety for another may even encourage irres-
ponsibility on his part. After all, if he doesn’t pay up, we will. 
 

                                                           
9 Derek Kidner, The Proverbs (Chicago: Inter-Varsity Press, 1964), pp. 71-72. 
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Does the teaching of Proverbs on surety prohibit our co-signing a bank note for anyone? I am sure some would differ with 
me here, but I tend to see the emphasis as being on the danger of guaranteeing the debts of a stranger. Co-signing a note 
with a son or daughter, for example, may enable them to begin to establish their own credit. In addition, the note is for a 
specified amount, and hopefully something is being purchased which would serve as collateral (such as a car). I take it 
that we are warned about being foolishly generous for those we hardly know, and for an unspecified or unlimited amount 
of money. We often have enough trouble paying our own bills; let us not look for trouble by assuming the liabilities of 
another. As parents we must also be alert to the danger of teaching our children to be irresponsible by always coming to 
their rescue. Whether by our profession or our practice, telling others that we will always bail them out of financial disas-
ter, especially when it is due to their own folly, simply encourages financial foolishness. 
 
There are better ways to handle the needs of those who would ask us to guarantee their debts. The first would be for us to 
make a personal loan. To be businesslike we would want assurance of repayment in the form of character references, col-
lateral, and so on. In addition, we would probably charge interest (this was not forbidden in the case of a foreigner, cf. 
Deut. 15:1-3; 23:19-20). In this way the amount of money (and the potential loss) would be limited, and the possibility of 
gain would be present. An outright gift would be another means of helping another. We would know from the beginning 
what the cost to us would be and whether or not we could afford it.  
 
Another possibility is that one may not find it wise to do any of the above. God provided for the needs of hungering Israe-
lites and foreigners alike in the instruction to leave sufficient excess in the field for them to glean (Lev. 19:9-10). Thus the 
needs of any could be met in this way. If the basic needs of the stranger for food and clothing are met, why should others 
endanger the well-being of their family to help a stranger purchase what he really doesn’t need? 
 
The bottom line is this: if it is not advisable to borrow money unless absolutely necessary (as I believe Proverbs suggests, 
cf. 22:7), then surely it is foolish to mortgage your financial future for the sake of a stranger, whose character is so little 
known no one is willing to loan him money without another to assume his debt in case of his default. God made provision 
for the basic needs of both Israelites and foreigners, but He warns us about becoming liable for indebtedness that is not 
essential. 
 
Biblical Priorities  for the Use of Money 
Proverbs has much to say on the subject of our financial obligations. While there may be some disagreement with the ex-
act order of the priority of the following obligations, I believe that we will all agree that these should be priorities which 
govern the use of the money God has given us: 
 
1. WE HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO GIVE TO GOD. In the Old Testament God carefully prescribed the tithes and 
sacrifices which He expected from His people. Proverbs teaches the need to give of the abundance He has provided, and 
that this would result in even greater blessings:  
Honor the Lord from your wealth, And from the first of all your produce; So your barns will be filled with plenty, 
And your vats will overflow with new wine (3:9-10). 
 
For the Israelite, it was an act of faith to give from the first of his crops. After all, one might reason, who knows how great 
the harvest will be? But giving the first to God acknowledged that it was from Him that the harvest had come, and that the 
remainder of the harvest would come also. My wife and I have personally found that our giving first to the Lord has de-
veloped our faith, and we have never lacked any necessity. 
 
2. WE HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO PAY OUR DEBTS TO OTHERS, WITHOUT DELAY. There is a tendency to 
withhold payment as long as possible, especially with large corporations. Now I understand that there is a time limit with-
in which we can pay without penalty. But Proverbs seems to warn us about withholding payment when we have the mon-
ey to pay: 
Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, When it is in your power to do it. Do not say to your neigh-
bor, “Go, and come back, And tomorrow I will give it,” When you have it with you (3:27-28). 
 
We should take note of the fact that “those to whom it is due” are literally “its owners” (cf. 3:27, margin, NASV). Those 
whom we owe, whether it be the government for our taxes (e.g. Rom. 13:1-7), or payment for services rendered, really 
own the money we are withholding, not us. We are keeping what others own from them when we withhold payment. This 
is the teaching of the Old Testament and the New: 
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“You shall give him his wages on his day before the sun sets, for he is poor and sets his heart on it; so that he 
may not cry against you to the Lord and it become sin in you (Deut. 24:15; cf. Lev. 19:13). 
 
Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out against 
you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth (James 5:4). 
 
3. WE HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO PROVIDE FOR THE NEEDS OF OUR OWN HOUSEHOLD. I believe 
that this is more assumed than stated in the Book of Proverbs, but it is clearly stated as an obligation in the New Testa-
ment. 
But if any one does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith, and 
is worse than an unbeliever (1 Tim. 5:8). 
 
In Proverbs, we see the godly woman making certain that the needs of her family are taken care of. Notice also, that they 
are not shabbily met. Both the wise woman and her family are well dressed. She is not afraid of the snow for her house-
hold, For all her household are clothed with scarlet. She makes coverings for herself; Her clothing is fine linen and purple 
(31:21-22). 
 
It does not frequently occur, but it is possible for a person to be so generous with others that his own family suffers. I do 
not believe that we should help others at the expense of our families. That is, I do not believe that we should help others to 
live on a higher standard of living than we provide for our own families. Most often, however, the problem lies in the fact 
that neither we nor our family desires to lower our own standard of living to help those in dire need. 
 
4. WE HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO HELP PROVIDE FOR THE NEEDS OF THE POOR. The truly righteous is 
never aloof to the needs of those about him. In fact, those who are more prosperous should use their wealth to minister to 
the needs of the poor. 
There is one who scatters, yet increases all the more, And there is one who withholds what is justly due, but it re-
sults only in want. The generous man will be prosperous, And he who waters will himself be watered. He who 
withholds grain, the people will curse him, But blessing will be on the head of him who sells it (11:24-26). 
 
He who despises his neighbor sins, But happy is he who is gracious to the poor (14:21). 
 
He who oppresses the poor reproaches his Maker, But he who is gracious to the needy honors Him (14:31). 
 
He who is gracious to a poor man lends to the Lord, And He will repay him for his good deed (19:17). 
 
He who is generous will be blessed, For he gives some of his food to the poor (22:9).  
 
He who gives to the poor will never want, But he who shuts his eyes will have many curses (28:27). 
 
She extends her hand to the poor; And she stretches out her hands to the needy (31:20). 
 
5. WE SHOULD MAKE PROVISION FOR FUTURE NEEDS. Not only are we obligated to provide for our families 
in terms of their present needs, we should also save in order to meet future needs. This is not hoarding wealth, but making 
wise provision for the days ahead. 
 
Go to the ant, 0 sluggard, Observe her ways and be wise, Which, having no chief, Officer or ruler, Prepares her 
food in the summer, And gathers her provision in the harvest (6:6-8). 
 
There is precious treasure and oil in the dwelling of the wise, But a foolish man swallows it up (21:20). 
 
6. WISE INVESTMENTS. Our Lord Jesus told a parable in which one steward was rebuked for failing to take the mon-
ey placed in his care and increase it (Matt. 25:26-28). Some Christians seem to think it is wrong to make money. Proverbs 
commends the godly woman because she took the money she had and invested it wisely. 
She considers a field and buys it; From her earnings she plants a vineyard (31:16). 
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A friend of mine who is far wiser than I in the use of money gave me some very good advice, which I would like to share 
with you. He said that I should carefully distinguish between my savings (for retirement) and my investments. Savings 
should be as certain as possible. After all, who wants to try to retire on a small sum of money, one diminished by bad in-
vestments? Investments involve a higher risk factor than savings, my friend went on. Even here one should probably tend 
toward conservative investing, spending only money we can afford to lose on high-risk ventures. We should distinguish 
between savings and investments. I believe Proverbs makes that important distinction. 
 
7. WE SHOULD MAKE PROVISION FOR AN INHERITANCE. In my mind this is probably the lowest level of 
priority. Far better for us to leave a heritage of godliness and wisdom to our children than a large amount of money. Nev-
ertheless, Proverbs does say this: 
A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, And the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the righ-
teous (13:22). 
 
There is a further word of caution, however, on the subject of inheritances. If one does leave an inheritance, he should also 
be careful not to give too much too quickly. 
 
An inheritance gained hurriedly at the beginning, Will not be blessed in the end (20:21). 
 
I have observed that those who went through the hard times of the depression (or whose family was poor as they grew up) 
are often too easy on their children. They give them everything they want, and they do not teach them the important fact 
of life that we must learn to get the things we want by working for them. Let those of us who are able to leave an inherit-
ance be careful that it will be a blessing to those who receive it. 
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God’s Wisdom for Mankind: Studies in Proverbs 
#11 Proverbs and Politics 

 
Introduction 
There has probably been no time in the recent history of our nation when Christians have been as interested and involved 
in the political process. At the same time there has been growing pressure on the part of many unbelievers to keep Chris-
tians out of politics, under the banner of “separation of church and state.” 
 
While the Book of Proverbs is often consulted by Christians for words of wisdom on various matters, few tend to turn 
there for guidance concerning our political involvement. I believe there is good reason, however, why Proverbs is espe-
cially pertinent to the subject of politics. 
 
Dr. Bruce Waltke taught the Book of Proverbs to his three children. His approach was that this book, written mostly by 
king Solomon, was intended to prepare his son to rule in his place over Israel. Proverbs, then, was written to princes. Here 
was a king not only instructing his “son” about wisdom in general, but also about wisdom as it related to governing a na-
tion.  
 
Americans need not wait until the “sweet bye and bye” to reign, however. In the days of David and Solomon authority to 
govern Israel was highly centralized, and it was virtually the king alone who determined the course of the nation, estab-
lished the standards for men’s conduct, and saw to it that the law was enforced. Such is the case today in many parts of the 
world. In America, however, government is “of the people, by the people, and for the people.” If in Proverbs (and the 
New Testament as well, cf. Rom. 13:1-7) the king was responsible before God to punish evildoers and to reward the righ-
teous, it is every American who bears this responsibility in our nation.  
 
Our government is representative and so we elect officials who act in our behalf. While some Christians may be called of 
God to run for political office, we all have the right and the responsibility to help elect those who will govern righteously. 
When our officials fail to keep this trust we have an obligation to seek to change their minds or to work to replace them. 
Since it is we, then, who are responsible to rule, let us look carefully at the teaching of Proverbs on the relationship be-
tween righteousness and ruling. 
 
Good Government is Godly Government 
Good government is also a godly government according to Proverbs. Three principles which outline the relationship be-
tween godliness and government in the Book of Proverbs. Let us briefly consider them. 
1. RIGHTEOUSNESS IN GOVERNMENT IS FOR THE GOOD OF THE GOVERNED. 
There are those who think that a government which seeks to uphold righteousness is only out to make life miserable for 
them. The Moral Majority, for example, is viewed as a group of Christian kill-joys who are out to make life as miserable 
for others as they have made it for themselves. Proverbs assumes that the purpose of government is to promote righteous-
ness and that righteousness is for the good of the people. 
When it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoices, And when the wicked perish, there is glad shouting. By the blessing 
of the righteous a city is exalted, But by the mouth of the wicked it is torn down (11:10-11). 
 
Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a disgrace to any people (14:34). 
 
When the righteous increase, the people rejoice, But when a wicked man rules, people groan (29:2). 
 
The point of these Proverbs is that righteousness is not only right, it is best. When righteousness is preserved and pro-
moted by government, the people are blessed. When government fails to achieve its intended purpose, the people suffer. 
 
2. RIGHTEOUSNESS IN GOVERNMENT IS FOR THE GOOD OF THE GOVERNMENT. 
Since the purpose of government is to uphold righteousness, God requires rulers to be righteous (cf. 16:2).When those 
who govern are righteous, their administration will be successful and stable. 
 
Loyalty and truth preserve the king, And he upholds his throne by righteousness (20:28). 
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By the transgression of a land many are its princes, But by a man of understanding and knowledge, so it endures (28:2). 
 
A leader who is a great oppressor lacks understanding, But he who hates unjust gain will prolong his days (28:16). 
 
If a ruler pays attention to falsehood, All his ministers become wicked (29:12). 
 
If the king judges the poor with truth, His throne will be established forever (29:14). 
 
3. GOOD GOVERNMENT IS DEPENDENT UPON DIVINE ENABLEMENT.  
Government deals with matters which are humanly impossible to produce. Righteousness, justice and equity are all God-
given. A government which would promote righteousness must seek divine enablement. 
 
For the Lord gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding. He stores up sound wisdom for the 
upright; He is a shield to those who walk in integrity, Guarding the paths of justice, And He preserves the way of His god-
ly ones. Then you will discern righteousness and justice And equity and every good course (2:6-9). 
 
‘By me kings reign, And rulers decree justice. By me princes rule, and nobles, All who judge rightly” (8:15-16). 
 
Evil men do not understand justice, But those who seek the Lord understand all things (28:5). 
 
While there may be wisdom in separating certain religious functions from political office, there is no way that we can sep-
arate righteousness from political office. If the purpose of government is to promote righteousness and to punish evil, how 
can we avoid defining righteousness and defending it as a part of our political obligation before God? 
 
Characteristics of a Righteous Ruler 
The outworking of righteousness in government is not left in vague and academic terms. Proverbs spells out what a godly 
government will do. 
1. THE RIGHTEOUS RULER IS CHARACTERIZED BY EQUITY ANP IMPARTIALITY.  
Those in positions of power sometimes thwart justice by showing deference to certain individuals in the community. 
Proverbs condemns such partiality and insists upon justice and equity. 
 
A wicked man receives a bribe from the bosom To pervert the ways of justice (17:23). 
 
To show partiality to the wicked is not good, Nor to thrust aside the righteous in judgment (18:5). 
 
These also are sayings of the wise. To show partiality in judgment is not good. He who says to the wicked, “You are righ-
teous,” Peoples will curse him, nations will abhor him; But to those who rebuke the wicked will be delight, And good 
blessing will come upon them (24:23-25). 
 
It is not for kings, 0 Lemuel, It is not for kings to drink wine, Or for rulers to desire strong drink. Lest they drink and for-
get what is decreed, And pervert the rights of all the afflicted (31:4-5). 
 
2. THE RIGHTEOUS RULER IS CONCERNED FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE POOR, THE AFFLICIED, AND 
THE HELPLESS.  
It is possible for the king to abuse his power and to take advantage of the helpless. Ahab and Jezebel, for example, murdered 
Naboth in order to obtain his field (1 Kings 21).Proverbs recognizes this as one of the dangers facing those in power and 
urges those who reign not to abuse their power, but to use it to protect the powerless. 
 
A leader who is a great oppressor lacks understanding, But he who hates unjust gain will prolong his days (28:16). 
 
If a king judges the poor with truth, His throne will be established forever (29:14). 
 
Open your mouth for the dumb, For the rights of all the unfortunate. Open your mouth, judge righteously, And defend the 
rights of the afflicted and needy (31:8-9). 
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3. THE RIGHTEOUS RULER IS A SEEKER OF TRIUTH. 
It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, But the glory of kings is to search out a matter (25:2). 
 
Evil men do not understand justice, But those who seek the Lord understand all things (28:5). 
 
4. THE RIGHTEOUS RULER SEEKS TO EXPOSE EVILDOERS, TO PUNISH THEM, AND TO PROTECT 
OTHERS FROM THEIR CRIME.  
Righteousness is often evidenced by one’s response to wickedness. The righteous ruler will not tolerate sin. He will not 
practice wickedness, nor will he tolerate its practice or presence. He seeks it out and deals with it. 
 
A king who sits on the throne of justice Disperses all evil with his eyes (20:8). 
 
But to those who rebuke the wicked will be delight, And a good blessing will come upon them (24:25). 
 
Take away the wicked from before the king, And his throne will be established in righteousness (25:5). 
 
Like a trampled spring and a polluted well Is a righteous man who gives way before the wicked (25:26). 
 
Principles of Punishment in Proverbs 
There are very clear principles in Proverbs which should govern the punishment of the wicked. Because of great disa-
greement over issues such as capital punishment I feel it is necessary for us to carefully consider them. 
 
1. BEING HARD ON A CRIMINAL IS BENEFICIAL TO HIM. 
No one should enjoy watching others suffer, nor should we delight in taking part in their punishment. Many think that the 
answer to crime is education. Others believe that going easy on the offender will be more effective than severe punish-
ment. Proverbs warns us that if we take a soft position on sin we do a disservice to the criminal by encouraging him to 
repeat his crime. 
A man of great anger shall bear the penalty, For if you rescue him, you will only have to do it again (19:19). 
 
The number of repeat offenses is astronomical in our nation. The reason is that we have not been tough enough on first 
offenders. Punishment for serious crimes will serve as a warning to offenders. Soft treatment simply asks for more crime. 
When there is no punishment, crime does pay for the criminal. 
 
2. BEING HARD ON THE CRIMINAL IS BENEFICIAL TO OTHERS. 
Proverbs does not teach that severe punishment will always reform the criminal. We know that it will not. But in the case 
of capital punishment at least it will keep the murderer from doing it again. But capital punishment (as with all severe pu-
nishment) does benefit others in that it serves to instruct those who are teachable that crime does not pay. 
‘When the scoffer is punished, the naive becomes wise; But when the wise is instructed, he receives knowledge (21:11). 
 
From our previous study of the fool we learned that the scoffer will never learn. Striking the scoffer teaches the scoffer 
nothing, but it is very instructive to the simple. Capital punishment may not have any impact on the hardened criminal, 
but it will at least rid society of the murderer. It will also have the beneficial secondary result of serving to instruct those 
who have no desire to face the same consequences for sin. The punishment of the evildoer, according to Proverbs, is a 
deterrent to crime. Capital punishment, it seems to me, is especially needed in cases where men will be deterred by noth-
ing but death. And when such scoffers are dealt with, the simple will learn a valuable lesson. 
 
3. THE SEVERE TREATMENT OF THOSE GUILTY OF MURDER IS OUR DUTY.  
We do not have any option as to how to handle murderers. Severe punishment is our duty. We must be harsh with them. 
A man who is laden with the guilt of human blood Will be a fugitive until death; let no one support him (28:17). 
 
It is first necessary to point out the obvious fact that while the death penalty was to be carried out on some who committed 
murder, Proverbs assumes that not all murderers would be executed. The case in point seems to be one of those excep-
tions. But we are instructed not to ease in any way the consequences of their sin. 
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Recently there was a special program on TV pertaining to capital punishment. It was occasioned by the execution of a 
murderer. The outcry was predictable and pathetic. No one spoke up for the rights of the one who was killed. The focus 
was entirely on the pain inflicted on the criminal. Proverbs teaches us that this pain is deserved and that we dare not seek 
to reduce it. One man who was found guilty of murder was freed because of “temporary insanity.” As I understand it, this 
might well be identical with the “great anger” of Proverbs 19:19.In that instance the one who committed a crime in “great 
anger” was to face the full penalty so the crime would not recur. This seems to be directly applicable to much that is tole-
rated today in the name of “temporary insanity.” 
 
How to Have Political Influence 
It was very distressed to hear a prominent Christian leader say on the radio that if Christians are to gain a hearing we must 
beat the politicians at their own game. In the context of his statement I understood him to imply that the only way Chris-
tians can have an impact on their government is to adopt the methodology of the secular political movements of our day. I 
find such thinking questionable. Proverbs has much to teach us about finding favor with the king, the equivalent, I be-
lieve, to having political influence on those in the government. 
1. THOSE WHO HAVE INFLUENCE ON GOVERNMENT ARE THOSE WHO ARE WISE. 
The king’s favor is toward a servant who acts wisely, But his anger is toward him who acts shamefully (14:35). 
 
2. THOSE WHO STAND BEFORE KINGS ARE THOSE WHO ARE PROFICIENT AT WHAT THEY DO. 
Do you see a man skilled in his work? He will stand before kings; He will not stand before obscure men (22:29). 
 
3. THOSE WHO HAVE INFLUENCE ON GOVERNMENT ARE THOSE WHO HAVE LEARNED TO BE 
TACTFUL, GRACIOUS, AND PATIENT. 
Righteous lips are the delight of kings, And he who speaks right is loved (16:13). 
 
He who loves purity of heart And whose speech is gracious, the king is his friend (22:11). 
 
By forbearance a ruler may be persuaded, And a soft tongue breaks the bone (25:15). 
 
4. THOSE WHO HAVE INFLUENCE ARE CAREFUL NOT TO ASSOCIATE THEMSELVES WITH RADI-
CALS, WHOSE ONLY DESIRE IS TO BRING ABOUT REVOLUTIONARY CHANGES. 
My son, fear the Lord, and the king; Do not associate with those who are given to change; For their calamity will rise 
suddenly, And who knows the ruin that comes from both of them (24:21-22). 
 
5. THOSE WHO HAVE INFLUENCE DO NOT SEEK THE POWER OR THE PLEASURES OF THOSE THEY 
SEEK TO INFLUENCE. 
When you sit down to dine with a ruler, Consider carefully what is before you; And put a knife to your throat, If you are a 
man of great appetite. Do not desire his delicacies, For it is deceptive food (23:1-3). 
Do not claim honor in the presence of the king, And do not stand in the place of great men; For it is better that it be said 
to you, “Come up here,” Than that you should be put lower in the presence of the prince, Whom your eyes have seen (25:6-
7). 
 
It is my personal opinion that Christians have frequently failed to win a hearing from those who are in places of political 
power because we have failed to follow these principles. We have often evidenced a lack of wisdom, writing protests by 
the millions concerning a matter that was factually erroneous. We have often been ignored or overlooked, not because we 
were Christians, but because we were not competent. And when we have spoken out, our words have not been gracious 
and appropriate, but stinging and critical, even caustic. We may refer to politicians as liberals, humanists, or bureaucrats. 
Sometimes it has seemed to those in power that Christian spokesmen were simply seeking to establish their own power 
base. 
 
Daniel and his three Hebrew companions were very influential in government, even though they were young and political 
prisoners. They were chosen to hold positions of power because they were skillful and wise (Dan. 1:17,19-20). Likewise, 
Pharaoh chose Joseph to be second in command in spite of the fact that he was a Hebrew, for whom the Egyptians had 
little regard (Gen. 43:32; 46:34), because he manifested greater wisdom than any other man in Egypt (Gen. 41:39). 
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Do we wish to have a hearing? Let us strive to be wise. Let us be so skilled that those in government seek the contribution 
we can make. And let us be very prudent in the way we speak and act before men in positions of political power. Let us 
not be disregarded for being foolish, rather than for being Christians. 
 
Conclusion 
Let me attempt to sum up the teaching of Proverbs on the subject of politics with a few principles. 
1. GODLINESS CANNOT BE SEPARATED FROM GOVERNMENT.  
The purpose of government is to promote and protect righteousness, and to punish the wicked. While the framers of our 
constitution were wise to guard against a state church, recent efforts to ban everything related to religious faith from gov-
ernment under the banner of separation of church and state go too far. They go far beyond the Scriptures and even beyond 
the intent of the framers of the constitution. In order to be good, government must be godly; and it must promote godli-
ness. 
 
2. GODLY PEOPLE SHOULD NOT SHUN THEIR RESPONSIBILITIY AS A PART OF GOVERNMENT.  
While Proverbs shows a definite relationship between godliness and government, many American evangelicals have 
tended to equate politics and the American political process with something unclean. I know of godly men and women 
who have said, “I vote on my knees.” That sounds good, and I do not doubt the sincerity of those who hold the view that 
the Christian is to stand aloof from government. I do, however, question the biblical basis for such a position. In the Old 
Testament it was the ideal that godly men should lead in government, men like David and Solomon. In America we who 
are citizens have the responsibility to take part in the process of electing men and women who will make and enforce the 
laws of our land. By our very laws Americans are the government. By God’s laws, as reflected in the Book of Proverbs, 
we are responsible before God to govern in a godly way. Government is an obligation Christians dare not shirk. 
 
I should also add that in this area of life, as in all others, the nature and extent of our involvement is a matter of gift and call-
ing. I believe that God has called certain Christians to devote their lives to direct involvement in government. 
 
Because of the complexity of government, there are some who have been raised up to keep other Christians informed on leg-
islation before congress and areas that need particular prayer and action. But all of us have a part to play, I believe, in the po-
litical process. Let us play that part well, to the glory of God and for the good of our fellow man. 
 
1. EVEN THOUGH SOLOMON “WROTE THE BOOK” ON THE SUBJECT OF GODLINESS IN GOVERN-

MENT HE FAILED TO HEED HIS OWN COUNSEL.  
We know that most of what was written in Proverbs on the subject of politics (the king) was written by Solomon. 
 
Let us find a word of warning from the record of 1 Kings chapters 11 and 12.In his later years Solomon forsook the law of 
God, married foreign wives, and built altars to heathen gods on which he offered sacrifices (11:1-8). God had appeared to 
Solomon twice to warn him of this great evil (11:9-10), and yet Solomon failed to take heed. Solomon’s rule was heavy-
handed (12:4), and his son Rehoboam purposed to be even more severe (12:6-15).When Solomon learned that God intended 
to raise up Jeroboam to lead the ten tribes of Israel, he, much like Saul before him, attempted to put this challenger to death 
(compare 1 Sam. 18 with 1 Kings 11:40). 
I believe there is a lesson to be learned here. Many who have written books on various subjects of the Christian life have later 
failed to heed their own counsel. Now I hasten to say that their words may have been correct, as were Solomon’s. But it is not 
enough simply to know the truth; we must practice the truth. Knowledge without obedience is of little value. 
 
2. POLITICAL POWER, LIKE ALL OTHER FORMS OF POWER, IS A MATTER OF STEWARDSHIP AND 

SERVANTHOOD. Any power may be prostituted to our own advantage. God gives power as a stewardship, and when 
it is abused, He may take it away, just as he removed power from Solomon in the person of his son, Rehoboam (1 Kings 
11:9-11).  

 
We have an interesting word of counsel given by Solomon’s elderly and wise advisors to his son, Rehoboam: 
Then they spoke to him, saying, “If you will be a servant to this people today, will serve them, grant them their petition, 
and speak good words to them, then they will be your servants forever” (1 Kings 12:7). 
Rehoboam had not learned that leadership is really servanthood, just as our Lord taught His disciples centuries later (cf. 
Mark 10:35-45).Power, political or otherwise, is given by God so that we may serve others. When we forget this we are in 
danger of being set aside. 
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5. GOD IS MORE CONCERNED WITH THE FUNCTION OF GOVERNMENT THAN WITH ITS FORM. 
Sometimes I have the feeling that we Americans who are evangelicals think that God looks with some kind of special fa-
vor on our form of government. Personally, I do not know of any better form of government. I surely would not prefer the 
governmental structures to which most of the world’s population are subject. But let us learn from Proverbs that while 
form is important, it is the function of government which is primary. It is possible to have the right form, but the wrong 
function. Government is to function so that the righteous are rewarded, the evil are punished, and the rights of the helpless 
are protected. Unfortunately (in my opinion) evangelical Christians have seemingly been more interested in the economic 
or political philosophy of an administration, while it has been the unsaved who have placed more emphasis on justice and 
the care of the helpless. Function is more important than form in the Book of Proverbs. 
 
6. THERE IS ONLY ONE IDEAL FORM OF GOVERNMENT--THAT GOVERNMENT WHICH OUR LORD 
WILL ESTABLISH OVER THE EARTH WHEN HE RETURNS TO RULE IN RIGHTEOUNESS. Proverbs 
would remind us that whatever form of government we may live under, God is still in control of it and of history. 
 
The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever He wishes (21:1). 
God is in control, no matter what form a government may take. Whatever the form of government, it will be imperfect, 
both because it seeks to rule over men who are sinners and because the men who rule are sinful. The only perfect system 
of government is that which our Lord Himself will establish when He returns to rule over the earth in perfect righteous-
ness. But I must warn you that He is not only coming as Savior, but as Judge of the earth. If you have not yet come to Him 
by faith, I urge you to submit to the King who is coming soon, Jesus Christ. He died for your sins on the cross of Calvary. 
By trusting in Him, you may have eternal life, and, indeed, you may reign with Him forever. What a day that will be! 
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God’s Wisdom for Mankind: Studies in Proverbs 
#12 God and Man in Proverbs 

 
Introduction 
There are two major errors made by many of us who attempt to interpret the Old Testament. The first is that we are in-
clined to see too much. By this I mean that many merely teach the New Testament from the Old. Virtually every New 
Testament truth is found, often in type, in the Old. Often this does great violence to the text. The other error is that we fail 
to see enough in the Old Testament passages we study and teach. While I am a dispensationalist, I find a tendency among 
some who are of my persuasion to see the Old Testament as only a book for those of another age believe that the Old Tes-
tament saints knew more than we have given them credit for. For example, Jesus was able to say, “Your father Abraham 
rejoiced to see My day; and he saw it, and was glad” (John 8:56). 
 
Few Christians would expect to the find the Gospel presented in the Book of Proverbs; but I believe that the Gospel is 
there, in much the same way as it is contained in other Old Testament books. What the Old Testament teaches in more 
general terms, the New teaches more specifically. I am convinced that the essential facts of the Gospel are clearly stated in 
Proverbs. 
 
I have a particular interest in searching the Book of Proverbs concerning its teaching regarding God and man. Proverbs, in 
my opinion, contains a detailed description of God, and for good reason. After all, Proverbs is devoted to the development 
of godly character. If a man would be godly, he must first know what God is like. For this reason alone, we should expect 
Proverbs to contain a description of the character of God. 
 
There is yet another reason why Proverbs has much to contribute to our understanding of the character of God. Proverbs is 
an intensely practical book. It does not deal with ethereal, philosophical truth, but with practical truth, truth which can be 
converted into godly attitudes and actions. When Proverbs informs us about God, it reveals those divine characteristics 
which should shape our lives. Let us look at the Book of Proverbs, then, to learn more of God and more about man’s rela-
tionship to Him. 
 
The Description of God in Proverbs 
God’s character is best revealed in Proverbs by the description of what He delights in and what He hates. 
1. GOD LOVES THE RIGHTEOUS, BUT HE HATES THE WICKED. 
For the crooked man is an abomination to the Lord; But He is intimate with the upright. The curse of the Lord is on the 
house of the wicked, But He blesses the dwelling of the righteous (3:32-33). 
 
The way of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, But He loves him who pursues righteousness (15:9). 
 
2. GOD LOVES THE GOOD MAN, BUT HE HATES THE EVIL PLANNER AND HIS PLAN. 
A good man will obtain favor from the Lord, But He will condemn a man who devises evil (12:2; cf. 6:18). 
 
Evil plans are an abomination to the Lord, But pleasant words are pure (15:26). 
 
3. GOD LOVES HONESTY IN BUSINESS, BUT HE DESPISES DISHONESTY. 
A false balance is an abomination to the Lord, But a just weight is His delight (11:1; cf. 20:10,23). 
 
4. GOD LOVES THOSE WHO HAVE INTEGRITY, BUT HE HATES THE PERVERSE IN HEART. 
The perverse in heart are an abomination to the Lord, But the blameless in their walk are His delight (11:20; cf. 3:32). 
 
5. GOD LOVES THOSE WHO ARE TRUTHFUL, BUT HE HATES LIARS AND THEIR FALSEHOOD. 
Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, But those who deal faithfully are His delight (12:22; cf. 6:17,19). 
 
6. GOD LOVES THE PRAYERS OF THE UPRIGHT, BUT HE HATES THE RELIGIOUS RITUAL OF THE 
WICKED. 
The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, But the prayer of the upright is His delight (15:8; cf. 21:27). 
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I find a number of striking similarities of thought between these descriptions of what God delights in and what He despis-
es and the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7. Since I understand our Lord’s words there to be His interpretation of the 
Old Testament Law, as opposed to that of the Jewish religious leaders of His day, it is really little wonder that He would 
simply reiterate the teaching of Proverbs. 
 
There are at least two very practical applications of what we have just observed in Proverbs concerning what God loves 
and what He hates. The first (and one we shall deal with in greater detail later) is that we can gain insight into the subject 
of divine guidance or the will of God. God’s will, in general terms, is that we do what he delights in and avoid what He 
despises. The second is that we learn much about a person’s character by knowing what he loves and what he hates. From 
the observations we have made above, it should be obvious that God is righteous, good, holy, truthful and just. He loves 
righteousness and He hates evil. 
 
We have already learned from Proverbs that God is good; Proverbs also describes a God who is great. He is great in what 
He knows, and He is great in power. 
 
Theologians speak of God as being omniscient, which simply means that He knows everything. Proverbs specifies some 
of the areas included in God’s omniscience. 
1. GOD KNOWS THE DEEDS OF MEN, BOTH GOOD AND EVIL. 
For the ways of a man are before the eyes of the Lord, And He watches all his paths (5:21). 
 
The eyes of the Lord are in every place, Watching the evil and the good (15:3). 
 
2. GOD KNOWS THE HEARTS OF MEN AND SEARCHES OUT THEIR MOTIVES. 
Sheol and Abaddon lie open before the Lord, How much more the hearts of men! (15:11). 
 
All the ways of a man are clean in his own sight, But the Lord weighs the motives (16:2; cf. also 17:3; 21:2). 
 
God is also omnipotent. He is all-powerful. Nothing is beyond His control. God is able to accomplish what He determines 
to do. No one is able to thwart His will. Kings, the most powerful figures in the ancient world, were subject to His will.  
The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever He wishes (21:1). 
 
Even the wicked, those who choose to rebel against God, will achieve God’s ultimate purposes.  
The Lord has made everything for its own purpose, Even the wicked for the day of evil (16:4). 
 
By His will, battles are won, and even those things which appear to be matters of chance are under His control. 
The horse is prepared for the day of battle, But victory belongs to the Lord (21:31). 
 
The lot is cast into the lap, But its every decision is-from the Lord (16:33). 
 
God’s sovereignty extends even to a man’s speech and to his steps. 
The plans of the heart belong to man, But the answer of the tongue is from the Lord (16:1). 
 
The mind of man plans his way, But the Lord directs his steps (16:9). 
 
God is in charge of His creation, and He will not ever lose control of it. While man must choose to forsake his folly and 
follow the path of wisdom, no earthly or heavenly creature has the power to resist the will of God. 
There is no wisdom and no understanding And no counsel against the Lord (21:30). 
 
God’s infinite goodness and greatness put Him far beyond the reach of man. Man would never come to know or under-
stand God unless God first sought out men, to reveal Himself to them and to initiate a relationship with them. 
Surely I am more stupid than any man, And I do not have the understanding of a man. And I have not learned wisdom, But 
I have knowledge of the Holy One. Who has ascended into heaven and descended? Who has gathered the wind in His 
fists? Who has wrapped the waters in His garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is His name or 
His son’s name? Surely you know! (30:2-4).  
Indeed, man cannot even understand himself, apart from coming to know God. 
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Man’s steps are ordained by the Lord, How then can man understand his way? (20:24). 
 
God has chosen to be intimately involved in the affairs of men. He is not distant and aloof. As theologians would say, God 
is imminent God’s concern with His creation extends even to the use of honest weights. 
A just balance and scales belong to the Lord; All the weights of the bag are His concern (16:11). 
 
He is aware of the needs of the righteous and responsive to them.  
The Lord will not allow the righteous to hunger, But He will thrust aside the craving of the wicked (10:3). 
 
He will not allow evil and injustice to go unpunished, nor kindness to go unrewarded. 
He who mocks the poor reproaches his Maker; He who rejoices at calamity will not go unpunished (17:5). 
 
He who is gracious to the poor man lends to the Lord, And He will repay him for his good deed (19:17). 
 
One of the practical outworkings of the character of God is that He is the Judge of the earth, and of mankind in particular. 
One thing of which we may be certain is that there is a day of reckoning coming, when God will judge men and reward 
them according to their deeds.  
Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, But righteousness delivers from death (11:4). 
 
If you say, “See, we did not know this,” Does He not consider it who weighs the hearts? And does He not know it who 
keeps your soul? And will He not render to man according to his work? (24:12) 
 
Frequently in Proverbs we find the expression, “he will not go unpunished,” an indication that the writer(s) looked for a 
day of judgment in which God would surely judge men according to their deeds (cf. 11:21; 17:5; 19:5; 28:20). 
 
While we are told that even the wicked fulfill a divine purpose (16:4), the judgment that evil men receive is precisely what 
they deserve. They are simply “reaping what they have sown’ (cf. Gal. 6:7). 
He who is steadfast in righteousness will attain to life, And he who pursues evil will bring about his own death (11:19). 
 
A man will be satisfied with good by the fruit of his words, And the deeds of a man’s hands will return to him (12:14). 
 
He who leads the upright astray in an evil way Will himself fall into his own pit, But the blameless will inherit good 
(28:10; cf. 14:14,32). 
 
This is the biblical doctrine of retribution--getting what you deserve. Notice, however, something which I think is signifi-
cant. While the wicked are clearly said to get what they have earned, the blessing of the righteous is worded differently. 
While the evil doer brings about his own death, the righteous is not said to earn life, but to attain to it (11:19). The Old 
Testament saint may not have understood this quite as clearly as we should, but I believe he knew that life was a gift, not 
a wage. Those who are righteous do attain to life, but by God’s grace; they do not attain it be their own merit. 
 
Proverbs represents God as a seeker of men. While sinners will ultimately stand before God as their Judge, it is His desire 
to have an intimate relationship with those who love Him. 
For the crooked man is an abomination to the Lord: But He is intimate with the upright (3:32). 
 
Literally the text says here, “His intimate counsel” (margin, NASB), is with the upright. Because God desires fellowship 
with men, He is personified as Dame Wisdom, who invites men to dine with her: 
“Come, eat of my food, And drink of the wine I have mixed. Forsake your folly and live, And proceed in the way of un-
derstanding” (9:5-6). 
 
There is a certain similarity in this invitation to the intimacy which our Lord seeks with His children in Revelation 3:20. 
 
God has made it possible for men to know Him because He has revealed Himself to them. His handiwork can be seen in 
creation (3:19-20; 8:22-31). He can be known through the teaching of those who are wise (2:1-11). But most of all, He has 
revealed Himself through His Holy Word. 
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Every word of God is tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him. Do not add to His words Lest He reprove 
you, and you be proved a liar (30:5-6). 
 
Man’s Dilemma 
According to Proverbs, man is in a serious dilemma, the result of two factors. First, every man is confronted with a deci-
sion. It will be made decisively or by default, but it will be made. The decision is whether to fear God or to resist Him, to 
pursue wisdom or to follow the path of folly. 
 
The wise father, urges his son to make the right choice: My son, do not forsake my teaching, But let your heart keep my 
commandments; For length of days and years of life, And peace they will add to you. Do not let kindness and truth leave 
you; Bind them around your neck, Write them on the tablet of your heart. So you will find favor and good repute In the 
sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and turn away 
from evil (3:1-7). 
 
Dame Wisdom also urges men to choose to follow her: 
“How long, 0 naive ones, will you love simplicity? And scoffers delight themselves in scoffing, And fools hate knowledge? 
Turn to my reproof, Behold, I will pour out my spirit on you; I will make my words known to you (1:22-23). 
 
The decision each man must make is between two ways, and the result is one of two destinies. The way of wisdom is the 
way of life, pleasantness, and peace (3:1618), the way of security, without fear of punishment for evil (1:33; 3:25-26). 
Those who were righteous were promised that they would “dwell in the land” (2:21). 
 
Evil men, who have chosen the path of folly, look forward to what they dread. They will reap what they have sown 
(1:31).They will suffer death (2:18) and “be cut off from the land” (2:21).They can expect only the wrath and condemna-
tion of God (3:32; 12:2). 
 
Man’s dilemma is intensified by a second factor. While he has a decision to make, either to fear God or trust in himself, he 
is predisposed toward folly, toward the way of evil. Even in childhood we are inclined to go our own way. 
 
Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of discipline will remove it far from him (22:15). 
The rod and reproof give wisdom, But a child who gets his own way [literally, left to himself] brings shame to his mother 
(29:15). 
 
As we grow older, we tend to deceive ourselves, thinking that the way we have chosen is right, when it is not. 
There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death (14:12; also 16:25). 
 
The way of the fool is right in his own eyes, But a wise man is he who listens to counsel (12:15). 
 
All the ways of a man are clean in his own sight, But the Lord weighs the motives (16:2). 
 
Evil men are unable to discern truth and wisdom, and consequently turn to those who espouse folly. 
He who has a crooked mind finds no good, And he who is perverted in his language falls into evil (17:20). 
 
An evildoer listens to wicked lips, A liar pays attention to a destructive tongue (17:4). 
 
Man’s dilemma, then, is this: he is naturally inclined toward sin, and not toward God (theologians call this depravity), and 
his waywardness inclines him to reject the very words which proclaim to him the way of deliverance. Instead, the evil 
man listens to those who will tell him what he wants to hear--folly.  
 
The root of man’s dilemma is sin: 
Fools mock at sin, But among the upright there is good will [or, favor of God, margin NASB] (14:9). 
Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a disgrace to any people (14:34). 
Who can say, “I have cleansed my heart, I am pure from my sin”? (20:9). 
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God’s Provision 
Proverbs not only presents us with the problem, but reveals God’s provision for it. Being a practical book, Proverbs in-
forms men what is required for fellowship with God. I am not inclined to say that these are steps to conversion, but rather 
different dimensions of one’s change of direction, from following the path of folly to pursuing wisdom. Notice them with 
me. 
 
1. MAN MUST HUMBLE HIMSELF AND CONFESS HIS SIN. 
The fear of the Lord is the instruction for wisdom, And before honor comes humility (15:33). 
 
He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, But he who confesses and forsakes them will find compassion 
(28:13). 
 
2. MAN MUST BELIEVE GOD’S WORD. 
Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise, And apply your mind to my knowledge; For it will be pleasant if you keep 
them with you, That they may be ready on your lips. So that your trust may be in the Lord, I have taught you today, even 
you. Have I not written to you excellent things Of counsels and knowledge, To make you know the certainty of the words 
of truth That you may correctly answer to him who sent you? (22:17-21). 
 
Every word of God is tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him (30:5). 
 
The one who despises the word will be in debt to it, But the one who fears the commandment will be rewarded (13:13). 
 
Someone might wish to challenge my interpretation of these verses, especially 22:17-21, but the God who saves is also the 
God who has spoken. The writer of the first passage seems to sense that his words are those of God, and he therefore 
urges his reader to heed them, for his salvation. Ultimately our salvation is only as certain as the revelation which offers it. 
To believe in God we must first believe in His Word. 
 
3. MAN MUST CEASE TRUSTING IN HIMSELF AND TRUST ONLY IN GOD FOR HIS SALVATION. 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, 
And He will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and turn away from evil (3:5-7). 
 
The name of the Lord is a strong tower; The righteous runs into it and is safe (18:10). 
 
The fear of man brings a snare, But he who trusts in the Lord will be exalted (29:25). 
 
4. MAN MUST FORSAKE HIS FOLLY AND TURN TO THE WAY OF WISDOM. 
If you seek her [wisdom] as silver, And search for her as for hidden treasures; Then you will discern the fear of the Lord, 
And discover the knowledge of God. For the Lord gives wisdom; From His mouth comes knowledge and understanding. 
He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who walk in integrity, Guarding the paths of justice, 
And He preserves the way of His godly ones (2:4-8). 
 
Forsake your folly and live, And proceed in the way of understanding (9:6). 
Proverbs tends to sum up the way man must come into a relationship with God by the expression “the fear of the Lord.” 
1. THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE FIRST STEP IN OBTAINING WISDOM AND KNOWING GOD. 
Then you will discern the fear of the Lord, And discover the knowledge of God (2:5). 
 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding (9:10; cf. 1:7; 
15:33). 
 
2. THE FEAR OF THE LORD TURNS ONE FROM DEATH TO LIFE, FROM GOD’S WRATH TO HIS LIFE.  
The fear of the Lord prolongs life, But the years of the wicked will be shortened (10:27). 
 
The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, That one may avoid the snares of death (14:27). 
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The fear of the Lord leads to life, So that one may sleep satisfied, untouched by evil (19:23). 
 
The reward of humility and the fear of the Lord Are riches, honor and life (22:4). 
 
3. THE FEAR OF THE LORD CAUSES ONE TO AVOID EVIL AND TO PURSUE RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
“The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way, And the perverted mouth, I hate” (8:13). 
 
He who walks in his uprightness fears the Lord, But he who is crooked in his ways despises Him (14:2). 
 
By lovingkindness and truth iniquity is atoned for, And by the fear of the Lord one keeps away from evil (16:6). 
 
Do not let your heart envy sinners, But live in the fear of the Lord always (23:17). 
 
4. TO FEAR THE LORD IS TO RESPECT HIM, BUT ALSO TO TRUST IN HIM. 
Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and turn away from evil (3:7). 
 
In the fear of the Lord there is strong confidence, And his children will have refuge (14:26). 
 
In order to be delivered from divine judgment and enter into an intimate fellowship with God, man must first humble him-
self by acknowledging his sin. He must cease trusting in himself, and put his confidence in God. Having forsaken the way 
of sin, he must flee from evil and pursue righteousness. 
 
Conclusion 
In the light of what we have learned concerning God and man in the Book of Proverbs, let me conclude by emphasizing 
two obligations which we must not neglect. 
 
1. MAN IS OBLIGATED TO DECIDE WHETHER OR NOT HE WILL CHOOSE THE WAY OF WISDOM BY 
CONFESSING HIS SIN, TURNING FROM HIS EVIL WAYS, AND TRUSTING IN GOD. Proverbs persists in 
confronting us with the urgency of coming to a decision regarding the fear of the Lord. There are only two ways, the way 
of wisdom and the way of folly. Those who follow their natural bent will continue on the road to destruction. Those who 
admit their sin and trust in God will receive life and peace and fellowship with God. Whether by decision or default, every 
man, woman, and child makes this choice. Do not delay to choose to follow the way of wisdom, the way of life. 
 
2. THOSE WHO HAVE CHOSEN TO WALK IN THE WAY OF WISDOM ARE OBLIGATED TO POINT THE 
WAY TO THOSE WHO HAVE NOT. I believe that the Book of Proverbs teaches us to be evangelistic. We should be 
like God (and Dame Wisdom), seeking after men, warning them of the danger of their way, and urging them to turn from 
folly to wisdom. Several Proverbs indicate that the wise man is obliged to urge others to follow in the way that leads men 
from death to life. 
 
The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who is wise wins souls (11:30). 
The righteous is a guide to his neighbor, But the way of the wicked leads them astray (12:26). 
 
The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, To turn aside from the snares of death (13:14). 
 
Deliver those who are being-taken away to death, And those who are staggering to slaughter, 0 hold them back. If you 
say, “See, we did not know this,” does He not consider it who weighs the hearts? And does He not know it who keeps your 
soul? And will He not render to man according to his work? (24:11-12). 
 
The one who has come to recognize his own sin and the danger of following the way of folly, also knows full well the 
danger which lies ahead for others, and he is compelled to warn them by sharing the words of wisdom he has come to be-
lieve. 
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God’s Wisdom for Mankind: Studies in Proverbs 
#13 Wisdom and the Will of God 

 
Introduction 
Many Christians seek divine guidance in terms of some simplistic formula: “Consider the Scriptures, your feelings, and 
the circumstances. When these three line up, you have the will of God.” I believe that the Bible gives us no such formulas. 
The Christian life is a life of faith, lived in accordance with the Word of God, applied by means of the wisdom which God 
gives (cf. James 1:5). In the introduction to the Book of Proverbs the author assures the reader that this book will provide 
valuable insight into the will of God: 
 
The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel: for attaining wisdom and discipline; for understanding words of 
insight; for acquiring a disciplined and prudent life, doing what is right and just and fair; for giving prudence to the sim-
ple, knowledge and discretion to the young--let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning set guid-
ance (Prov. 1:1-5, NIV). 
 
I am convinced that no other Old Testament book, and perhaps no book of the New Testament, gives us greater insight 
into the will of God than does the Book of Proverbs. As we conclude our study of this very practical book, let us carefully 
consider the subject of divine guidance as it is taught here. 
 
The Need for Divine Guidance 
Proverbs assumes that divine guidance is vital to living a life which is characterized by wisdom and godliness. If we are to 
appreciate the importance of divine guidance we must first understand why man so desperately needs it. Let us look first 
at three reasons why man needs God’s guidance. 
1. DIVINE GUIDANCE IS NECESSARY BECAUSE MAN IS SIMPLE. According to Proverbs, to be simple is to be 
inexperienced, gullible, and vulnerable.. While this condition is especially characteristic of the young, it is also the malady 
of mankind in general. The human mind is incapable of knowing the mind and the heart of God apart from supernatural 
initiative and enablement (cf. 1 Cor. 2:6-16). 
 
Before the fall, Adam and Eve were not plagued with a nature predisposed to sin. Yet in their innocence, they were also 
inexperienced. Satan tempted them by offering an experience which God had prohibited. In their naiveté, they did not 
know the deceiving and cunning nature of Satan, nor did they fully grasp the danger of disobeying God. In Proverbs, Ma-
dam Folly offers the naive experience also (9:16-17), but it is always the kind of experience we will wish we had avoided. 
God’s Word informs men of those hidden dangers of life which we have not yet experienced, and which we hopefully 
never will. Divine guidance informs man of what he does not know (by virtue of ignorance and inexperience), but what he 
must know if he would be godly and wise. 
 
2. DIVINE GUIDANCE IS REQUIRED BECAUSE MAN IS SINFUL. Proverbs teaches us that when man “does what 
comes naturally” he does what is both foolish and contrary to the will of God. The young man is urged not to trust in his 
own wisdom, but in God’s (3:5-7). To become wise one must turn from his folly and fear God (1:22; 2:2; 8:5,10,13; 9:6). 
The root problem of man is the condition of his heart (4:23). Our evil heart inclines us toward sin and folly, not righteous-
ness (6:14,18). Our inability to grasp God’s ways and His will stems not only from our human frailty (our simplicity), but 
from our fallenness. If being human hinders us from knowing God’s will, our sinfulness hinders us from seeking it or 
submitting to it. If we do not know God’s will due to our humanity, we will not search for it nor find it due to our depravi-
ty: 
‘There is none righteous, not even one; there is none who understands, there is none who seeks for God” (Rom. 3:10-11). 
 
3. DIVINE GUIDANCE IS REQUIRED BECAUSE MAN IS SOLICITED TO SIN BY OTHERS. Satan is portrayed 
as an aggressive enemy, who seeks to deceive men and to distort the Word of God (e.g. 1 Pet. 5:8). This happened first in 
the garden of Eden (Gen. 3; cf. 1 Tim. 2:14; 4:1-5). Frequently, Satan employs others in his diabolical schemes (cf. 2 Cor. 
11:13-15).In the Book of Proverbs we see men being solicited to sin by violent men (e.g. 1:10-19) and seductive women 
(e.g. 2:16-19). While we do not naturally know the will of God and are inclined not to seek it due to our depravity, there 
will be many who will seek to persuade us that they do have a plan for us, a plan which our fallen nature is inclined to 
accept. Divine guidance is required to separate the good from the evil, and that which is foolish from that which is wise. 
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The Nature of Divine Guidance 
Most Christians are more acutely aware of the need for divine guidance than they are informed about the nature of it. 
There are several characteristics of divine guidance which can be observed in the Book of Proverbs, which are also seen 
elsewhere in the Scriptures. 
1. DIVINE GUIDANCE IS DISCERNED PRIMARILY BY MEANS OF WISDOM. J. I. Packer, in his justly acclaimed 
book, Knowing God, has included a chapter (20) on guidance entitled, “Thou Our Guide.” Originally this chapter was pub-
lished in booklet form under the title, Guidance and Wisdom. Packer maintains that wisdom and guidance are inseparable, a 
conclusion with which the Book of Proverbs concurs. If the purpose of Proverbs is to make men wise, Proverbs also assures 
us that wisdom is one of God’s primary means of discerning the will of God: 
 
The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: To know wisdom and instruction, to discern the sayings of un-
derstanding, to receive instruction in wise behavior, righteousness, justice and equity; To give prudence to the naive, to 
the youth knowledge and discretion, a wise can will hear and increase in learning, and a man of understanding will ac-
quire wise counsel (1:1-5). 
 
In verse 2 above, the words “discern” and, “understanding” are both related to the same Hebrew preposition which means 
“between.”10 To have discernment is to possess the ability to tell the difference between two alternatives. Wisdom enables 
men to distinguish between good and evil, and between good and better. 
 
In verse 4 the term “discretion” also relates to decision-making,11 but perhaps of even greater interest is the expression 
“wise counsel” in verse 5. In my opinion the NIV correctly renders the original word “guidance.” The Hebrew term ap-
pears to be a word used of the ropes connected to the rudder of ancient ships which enabled the captain to direct its 
course.12 
 
The one who acquires “wise counsel” from the Book of Proverbs is, indeed, the one who has come to “know the ropes,” a 
person who has obtained the steering ropes of the Word of God which will guide him through life. If God guides us pri-
marily through wisdom, it is important that we understand the components of wisdom. We shall seek to consider these in 
the characteristics of divine guidance which follow. 
 
2. WISDOM AND DIVINE GUIDANCE MUST BE BASED UPON DIVINE REVELATION. Many Christians ex-
pect God to reveal His will in some bizarre and spectacular way, rather than accepting the fact that God has already re-
vealed His will (in the vast majority of instances) through His Word. Solomon knew that the Old Testament Law was 
God’s standard for man’s conduct: 
 
As David’s time to die drew near, he charged Solomon his son, saying,  
“I am going the way of all the earth. Be strong, therefore, and show yourself a man. And keep the charge of the Lord your 
God, to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His commandments, His ordinances, and His testimonies, according to 
what is written in the law of Moses, that you may succeed in all that you do and wherever you turn” (1 Kings 2:1-3). 
 
While references in Proverbs to God’s Word--His divine revelation to men through the Scriptures--are infrequent, this 
revelation is assumed, and it is viewed as an infallible, authoritative word from God which serves as a measure of men’s 
thoughts and deeds. Occasionally, a specific reference to the law is found in Proverbs (28:4,7,9). Biblical revelation is also 
referred to as “the word’ (13:13; 16:20) or “the word of God:” 
Every word of God is tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge in Him. Do not add to His words lest He reprove you, 
and you be proved a liar (30:5-6). 

                                                           
10 Both the verb and the noun are connected with the Hebrew preposition meaning ‘between,’ and signify the ability to draw proper 
distinctions. Here is meant the distinction between right and wrong.” A. Cohen, Proverbs (London: The Soncino Press, 1967), P. 1. 
11 McKane calls “discretion” “resourcefulness” and goes on to say of the educational process which sought to develop it, “Its concern 
was to impart negotiating skills, to nurture soundness of judgement and to produce a weighty and effective individual.” William 
McKane, Proverbs (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, n.d.), P. 265. 
12 “It is then a term for a kind of nautical expertise, the ability to steer a course through the trackless sea; and it lends itself readily to 
becoming a metaphor for the negotiating skills which discern the beginning and the end of a problem and perform each operation in 
the right place at the right time.” Ibid, p. 266. 
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Divine revelation has a variety of forms, three of which are precepts, principles, and patterns. Precepts are the commands 
of God which are specific and clear-cut. We are commanded, both in Proverbs and elsewhere, not to commit adultery, 
which is sin (cf. Exod. 20:14; Prov. 5:1-23; 6:29). So, too, lying is sin (cf. Exod. 20:16; Prov. 6:19; 19:5,9).  
 
Proverbs is not ambiguous concerning sin, for the Scriptures Right and wrong are defined in very concrete terms: 
He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, But he who confesses and forsakes them will find compassion (Prov. 
28:13). 
 
A false balance is an abomination to the Lord, But a just weight is His delight (11:1). 
 
In some instances, Proverbs refers to “the commandment,” where the reference seems to be to the law of Moses: 
The one who despises the word will be in debt to it, But the one who fears the commandment will be rewarded (Prov. 
13:13). 
 
Most often, however, the “commandments” spoken of in Proverbs are those of the parents: 
My son, if you will receive my sayings, And treasure my commandments within you (Prov. 2:1). 
 
My son, keep my words, and treasure my commandments within you. Keep my commandments and live, and my teaching 
[lit., law] as the apple of your eye (Prov. 7:1-2). 
 
While not inerrant, inspired, or infallible, parental instruction was necessary to teach God’s law to each new generation 
(cf. Exod. 12:26-27; 13:14-15; Deut. 6:6-9; 20-25). In Proverbs, instruction is given through parents (1:8; 3:1; 4:2; 
6:20,23) and others who are wise (e.g. 5:13; 13:14).So far as I can tell the “commandments” of the parents spoken of in 
Proverbs were a reiteration, explanation, or application of the commandments of the law of Moses. I believe that parents 
and the wise sought to teach each new generation the law of God and to give instruction and guidelines based upon the 
divine revelation of the will of God in the Scriptures which were then available. 
 
In addition to the clear-cut directives of Proverbs (“precepts”), principles are set down, which are more general in nature 
and provide broader guidelines for those who wish to know God’s will and to do it: 
In all labor there is profit, But mere talk leads only to poverty (14:23). 
 
A gentle answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger (15:1). 
 
The heart of the wise teaches his mouth, And adds persuasiveness to his lips (16:23). 
 
The first to plead his case seems just, Until another comes and examines him (18:17). 
 
Prepare your work outside, And make it ready for yourself in the field; Afterwards, then, build your house (24:27). 
 
In addition to the precepts and principles of Scripture, there are also what we might call patterns. I’m not sure that “pat-
terns” is the best word, but, by it, I am referring to those truths of Scripture which have great relevance to us, but in a less 
direct way than precepts or principles. When the Scriptures tell us what God is like--His character and conduct--we can 
infer that we should be like-God, godly. Parental discipline, for example, should be patterned after God’s discipline of His 
children. 
 
Proverbs tells us that God hates wickedness (6:16-19; 15:8-9), evil schemes (12:2; 15:26), dishonesty (11:1; 20:10,23), 
crookedness (11:20), falsehood (12:22), pride (16:5), and neglect of the law (28:9).We are also told that God delights in 
righteousness (15:8-9), goodness (12;2), honesty (11:1), integrity (11:20), truth (12:22), and wisdom (8:35). It does not 
take a great deal of insight to conclude that we should shun what God hates and seek what brings Him delight.  
 
3. DIVINE GUIDANCE CAN BE OBTAINED THROUGH WISE COUNSEL. Guidance is not only given through 
the commandments of the Scriptures, it is also obtained through the counsel of those who are wise: 
How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners (Ps. 1:1). 
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Counsel is mine and sound wisdom; I am understanding, power is mine (Prov. 8:14). 
 
The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But a wise man is he who listens to counsel (Prov. 12:15). 
 
Through presumption comes nothing but strife, But with those who receive counsel is wisdom (Prov. 13:10). 
 
There are two kinds of counsel: the words Of the wise and the advice of the wicked (cf. also James 3:13-18). Proverbs 
informs us that no true counsel is ever contrary to the character or commandments of God: 
There is no wisdom and no understanding And no counsel against the Lord (21:30). 
God has given each generation those who are older and wiser than they so that they might learn from the experience and 
the insight of those who have traveled further down the path of righteousness. Divine guidance is to be found through the 
counsel of those who are wise. 
 
4. DIVINE GUIDANCE REQUIRES CONFIDENCE AND COMMITMENT. Before we can answer the question, 
“What shall I do?” we must first ask the question, “Whom do I trust?” The greatest obstacle to my seeking the will of God 
and doing it is my attitude of self-sufficiency and self-trust. Proverbs teaches that the evil man is arrogant and presump-
tuous. He cannot fathom righteousness, and he will not seek it. The one who would enter the way of wisdom is he who 
would first of all forsake trusting in himself--in his natural reasoning: 
 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and 
He will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and turn away from evil (Prov 3:5-7). 
 
Nowhere does faith in God cast aside all reason, but it must lay aside merely human reason (e.g. Matt. 16:23). Becoming 
wise and discerning God’s will is only possible when we forsake all confidence in our own reason, which has suffered 
from the effects of the fall, and when we come to rely fully on God’s revelation, on His wisdom, not our own. 
 
In addition, divine guidance requires commitment. Human reason rests only on what we can see, on our own perception of 
matters as viewed in the context of present circumstances. Divine guidance rests upon the promises of God, on those 
“things which are not seen” (cf. Heb. 11:1). This is the substance of Hebrews chapter 11. Men and women of faith are 
those who live life in the present in the light of God’s promises which are yet future. The will of God is known by those 
who are willing to commit their future into the hands of the God of the Bible. 
 
This helps to explain why the will of God is not always easy to discern. If guidance is granted largely through wisdom, 
guidance will not come easily because wisdom does not come without great effort. Repeatedly in Proverbs we are told that 
wisdom is only for those who will diligently seek it: 
My son, if you will receive my sayings, and treasure my commandments within you, Make your ear attentive to wisdom, 
incline your heart to understanding; For if you cry for discernment, lift your voice for understanding; If you seek her as 
silver, and search for her as for hidden treasures; Then you will discern the fear of the Lord,. and discover the knowledge 
of God (Prov. 2:1-5). 
 
God does not cast His pearls before swine. He does not make wisdom easy to find because only the diligent will obtain it. 
Since wisdom is difficult to obtain, it requires even more diligence to put into practice. We should not expect divine guid-
ance to come easily, nor should we deceive ourselves into thinking that doing it will be without sacrifice and commitment. 
The more I study the subject of divine guidance in the Scriptures, the more I realize that the greatest problem we must 
face is the commitment to do what we know to be right. 
 
This week I read of an incident in the 42nd chapter of the Book of Jeremiah which illustrates the problem most of us have 
with divine guidance. A small remnant of Jewish people had been left in the land of Canaan after their nation had been 
carried off into captivity in Babylon. This remnant came to the prophet, requesting him to seek divine guidance for them: 
“Please let our petition come before you, and pray for us to the Lord your God, that is for all this remnant; because we 
are left but a few out of many, as your own eyes now see us, that the Lord your God may tell us the way in which we 
should walk and the thing that we should do” (Jer. 42:2-3). 
 
After ten days God’s will was made known to Jeremiah. This remnant was not to flee to Egypt for safety, but was to trust 
in God and remain in the land of promise. No matter how great the danger of staying in Canaan appeared to be, God 
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promised to protect and to bless those who stayed, but warned of destruction for those who would seek safety and security 
in anyone or anything but God. In spite of clear direction from God through the prophet Jeremiah, the remnant went on to 
Egypt, trusting in the “arm of the flesh,” rather than in God. 
Isn’t this the problem we all face? We want divine guidance, but we want it to agree with our estimation of what we 
should do. Divine guidance begins with a distrust of human reason and a dependence upon divine revelation and promis-
es. Divine guidance requires a commitment to seek the will of God diligently and then to heed it, whether we agree with it 
or not. 
 
5. DIVINE GUIDANCE IS A MATTER OF CHARACTER. We are accustomed to hearing, “As a man thinks, so he 
is.” While this is a biblical truth (Prov. 23:7), the Bible has more than this to say about the relationship between a man’s 
character and his conduct. I believe that the Scriptures go on to say, “As a man is, so he thinks and so he acts.” That is, a 
man’s character determines his thinking and his actions. Let me first establish this premise and then go on to explore its 
implications. 
 
When I speak of a person’s character I am referring to their moral condition which consistently works itself out in a pre-
dictable and consistent way. The word “way” or “ways” is often employed in Proverbs to depict character. Animals have 
their “ways,” a predictable, consistent pattern of behavior which is a part of their nature: 
 
There are three things which are too wonderful for me, four which I do not understand: The way of an eagle in the sky, 
the way of a serpent on a rock, the way of a ship in the middle of the sea, and the way of a man with a maid. This is the 
way of an adulterous woman: She eats and wipes her mouth, and says, “I have done no wrong” (Prov. 30:18-20). 
 
Go to the ant, 0 sluggard, Observe her ways and be wise (Prov. 6:6). 
 
As Proverbs 30:19-20 (above) indicate, men also have their “ways.” One’s character, his “way,” can be discerned by the 
pattern he has established in his conduct: 
She [the adulteress] does not ponder the path of life; Her ways are unstable, she does not know it (Prov. 5:6). 
 
Do not associate with a man given to anger; Or go with a hot-tempered man, lest you learn his ways, and find a snare for 
yourself (Prov. 22:24-25). 
 
Do not give your strength to women, Or your ways to that which destroys kings (Prov. 31:3). 
 
In these passages and countless others a man’s character is referred to as his “way” or “ways.” Thus we read, in 2 Chroni-
cles of the “ways of Jehoshaphat” and the “ways of Asa” (21:12), a reference to the character of these men. Each individ-
ual act of our life is a part of a pattern of behavior which is our “way,” our character. 
God, too, has His “ways,” and these are always pure: 
“The Rock! His work is perfect, for all His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and without injustice, righteous and 
upright is He” (Deut. 32:4). 
 
I will meditate on all Thy work, and muse on Thy deeds. Thy way, O God, is holy; what god is great like our God? (Ps. 
77:13). 
 
The Lord is righteous in all His ways, and kind in all His deeds (Ps. 145:17). 
 
God’s ways are infinitely more righteous than man’s: 
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord. “For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are I, ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:8-9). 
 
If men are to have intimate contact with God they must conform their ways to His ways. As God said to the nation Israel: 
“For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy; for I am holy..” (Lev. 11:44; cf. 1 Pet. 1:16). 
 
Consequently, God has prescribed the “way” we should live, the standard for our character and conduct. This “way” is 
defined by the Word of God: 
Teach me Thy way, O Lord; I will walk in Thy truth; Unite my heart to fear Thy name (Ps. 86:11). 
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I have chosen the faithful way; I have placed Thine ordinances before me. I cleave to Thy testimonies; O Lord, do not put 
me to shame! I shall run the way of Thy commandments, for Thou wilt enlarge my heart. Teach me, 0 Lord, the way of Thy 
statutes, and I shall observe it to the end. Give me understanding, that I may observe Thy law, and keep it with all my 
heart. Make me walk in the path of Thy commandments, for I delight in it. Incline my heart to Thy testimonies, and not to 
dishonest gain. Turn my eyes from looking at vanity, and revive me in Thy ways (Ps. 119: 30-37). 
 
In the final analysis, there are only two “ways.” Proverbs persistently points us to the two “ways” of life: the way of evil, 
which leads to death and destruction (e.g. 2:12; 4:14,19; 8:3; 10:29; 12:15; 15:19; 16:25; 22:5; 28:10), and the way of 
wisdom and righteousness, which leads to life (e.g. 4:11; 6:23; 9:6; 12:28; 15:10; 16:13; 21:16; 22:6).The man who is 
wise is the one who chooses to make his ways conform to God’s ways. 
 
I believe that Proverbs teaches us that a man’s character is the description of his typical conduct. The sluggard has certain 
tell-tale characteristics, just as do the simple, and the fool. Likewise, the wise has identifiable traits which can be observed. 
The wise is slow to speak and weighs his words. The wise gives thought to the consequences of his actions, while the fool 
does not. The wise listens to counsel, but the fool goes on without taking heed to wisdom or warnings. A man’s character 
(what he is) is discerned by what he does. 
 
In the broadest terms, God’s will for man is that he walk in the way which He has prescribed in His Word. One’s character 
not only describes his walk, but also predisposes his response to the revealed will of God. Character determines a man’s de-
sires. The wicked delight in wickedness, while the righteous delight in what is holy and pure and wise: 
Desire realized is sweet to the soul, But it is an abomination to fools to depart from evil (Prov. 13:19). 
“How long, 0 naive ones, will you love simplicity? And scoffers delight themselves in scoffing, and fools hate knowledge? 
(Prov. 1:22). 
 
Who delight in doing evil, And rejoice in the perversity of evil (Prov. 2:14). 
 
A fool does not delight in understanding, But only in revealing his own mind (Prov. 18:2). 
 
The desire of the righteous is only good, But the expectation of the wicked is wrath (Prov. 11:23). 
 
Give me your heart, my son, And let your eyes delight in my ways (Prov 23:26). 
 
A man’s character is what he is, which determines what he will think, who he will listen to, and what he will do. In Prov-
erbs 17:4 we read, 
An evildoer listens to wicked lips, A liar pays attention to a destructive tongue. A liar (character) does not listen to wise 
counsel, but only gives attention to those whose advice squares with his (immorality).  
 
The New Testament teaches this truth as well. In Ephesians we read: 
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, ac-
cording to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among them we 
too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature child-
ren of wrath, even as the rest (Eph. 2:1-3). 
 
By nature, we were lost, dead in our sins. We did not know God nor serve Him. Instead, we were followers of Satan, in-
dulging both our minds and our flesh in the ways of sin. 
 
In the Book of Ephesians and other epistles, Paul exhorted Christians to seek to conform their character to their calling 
and their confession of faith (cf. Eph. 4:1-6:20; Col. 3:1-4:6). James writes that he cares little what one confesses to be, 
for it is by our conduct and our character that we reveal genuine conversion. Our character shapes our thinking and our 
actions. What we are determines what we think and what we do: 
 
To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and 
their conscience are defiled. They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobe-
dient, and worthless for any good deed (Titus 1:15-16). 
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1 have become increasingly convinced that a man’s character is one of the most powerful forces in determining his deci-
sions. I would therefore suggest that no ingredient is more important in the process of divine guidance than that of the 
character of the one who seeks to be guided. As we have seen from Proverbs 17:4, the liar will not listen to anyone but the 
wicked. The reason is very simple: an evil man has no inclination and no intention of doing what is pure and right. The 
mere thought of forsaking evil and doing good is repulsive to the wicked, for he delights in doing what is wrong. 
 
The key to obtaining divine guidance in Proverbs is the development of godly character. That is why the book spends so 
much time describing the undesirable character of the sluggard, the simple, the scoffer, and the fool. Proverbs seeks to 
develop our character by instructing us to be wise and godly. Godly men and women will not only seek God’s will and 
find it--they will do it. Wicked men do not seek divine guidance, nor would they practice it if they found it. 
 
In addition to a man’s character predisposing him to certain decisions, there are at least two other ways that character re-
lates to divine guidance. Namely, God’s character should greatly influence the believer to seek divine guidance and to 
follow it. God’s character is the pattern for our thoughts and actions, but it is also the basis for our confidence and trust in 
Him to guide us in the right path. Just as faith in my doctor prompts me to follow his medical counsel, faith in God in-
spires me to seek His will and follow it. 
 
Then, too, the character of others provides me with a basis for guidance. One of the best tests of a life’s mate is godly cha-
racter (cf. Prov. 31:10-311. Character is to be a determining factor in the choice of one’s friends and associates (Prov. 
20:19; 22:24; 24:21). The way Scripture states that I should respond to men is determined by an assessment of their cha-
racter. For example, I am encouraged to reprove a wise man and yet instructed not to attempt to correct a fool or a scoffer 
(cf. Prov. 12:15; 13:1; 14:16; 15:12; 17:10; 23:9; 26:4-5). 
 
The wise are counseled not to teach or correct the fool because they spurn wise counsel and scorn right actions. Do you 
see the point? You cannot guide a fool because a fool does not want direction. Thus character is crucial in matters of di-
vine guidance. Only the godly will be guided in the paths of righteousness and wisdom. The fool will invariably return to 
the way of folly, just as the dog does to his vomit (Prov. 26:11). 
Conclusion 
Much of what I have said about divine guidance is not new, but nevertheless needs to be said by way of reminder (cf. 2 
Pet. 3:1). Guidance is primarily discerned by means of wisdom, and wisdom is obtained through the commandments of 
the Word of God, the counsel of the wise, and the commitment of the one seeking to know the will of God. 
 
In addition, we have learned that our character is, perhaps, the determinant factor in responding to divine guidance. Those 
who are wise will discern the guidance of God (Prov. 1:1-6), while the foolish will not seek it. That is why Proverbs concen-
trates upon our character. The evils of Proverbs are those character traits which are inconsistent with wisdom and godliness, 
such as simplicity, foolishness, an uncontrolled temper, immorality, and laziness. 
 
As I have studied character in relationship to divine guidance it has occurred to me that here, as in many other areas of the 
Christian life, we have been guilty of “straining gnats and swallowing camels” (Matt. 23:24). We have focused our attention 
on the particulars of the will of God but have neglected the paths which the Word of God so clearly defines. 
 
I think that many of us are asking for divine guidance about a particular decision along life’s path when we are on the wrong 
path. Our search for divine guidance would be something like Jonah, praying that God would lead him to find a ship to Tar-
shish, when God had told him to go to Ninevah. We need not seek to learn if God would have Sally to be our wife if Sally is 
an unbeliever or is known for her lack of character. 
I am convinced that the vast majority of decisions which the Christian is called to make are matters that can be determined by 
the path we are on, the path so clearly laid out in the Scriptures. I also believe that those particular decisions which do not 
have a moral dimension, which are neither “good” nor “bad,” may therefore be matters of Christian liberty, matters which 
may be of indifference to God. If not, God can surely direct us just as He has always led His children. If it matters to Him that 
we buy this house and not that, this car, rather than another, He will surely providentially intervene. 
 
As I think through the bad choices men have made which are recorded in the Scriptures I find that they are more the result 
of ungodly character than they are of insufficient or unclear guidance. Samson, for example, was a man with a character 
problem when it came to women. He persisted in pursuing foreign, ungodly women, even when the law taught otherwise 
and his parents reminded him of this (Judg. 14:3). 
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David’s sin with Bathsheba was also a problem in his character.  
 
In 2 Samuel 11:1 we are told, 
Then it happened in the spring, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his servants with him 
and all Israel, and they destroyed the sons of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David stayed at Jerusalem. 
 
In the second verse of this same passage we learn that David had not only stayed home when he should have been at war, 
but he slept in until late in the afternoon. Now I want to say that David’s character had drastically deteriorated since those 
days when his life was sought by Saul. David had found prosperity a greater temptation than persecution. He was so great 
a leader, he must have reasoned, that he could wage war from his bed. While Bathsheba should not have been in David’s 
bed, neither should David have been there. This, in fact, was a stinging rebuke from the lips of David’s loyal servant and 
Bathsheba’s husband Uriah (2 Sam. 11:11). David’s sin with Bathsheba did not just happen; it was the result of a serious 
character flaw in David’s life. Incidentally, perhaps Bathsheba’s sin was of the same type as David’s. Should she really 
have been bathing where she could be seen by others? 
 
I submit to you that most of the bad choices in our life are like David’s--the result of our character. Think about it for a mo-
ment. What are the temptations that most plague your life? Are they not temptations which have to do with the weakest as-
pects of your moral character? If you have a problem controlling your temper, a character flaw described often in Proverbs 
(19:19; 22:24; 29:22), you will persistently struggle with blowing up. The more you pamper this flaw, the greater the tempta-
tion and the more certain a fall. The one who allows his (or her) mind to dwell on immoral thoughts is going to face moral 
temptation. Given enough time and the right opportunity (like David), the one who entertains immoral thoughts will eventual-
ly fall into moral sin. 
 
While God’s will encompasses us specifically, including even minute details of our life, His will is most often and most 
forcefully revealed in terms of our path: “He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s 
sake” (Ps. 23:3). 
God’s will is that we be morally pure: 
 
For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is that you abstain from sexual immorality (1 Thess. 4:3). 
 
The test of true spirituality and maturity is based upon our character. The elder and the deacon must be men of godly cha-
racter (1 Tim. 3; Titus 1). The fruit of the Spirit is the manifestation of godly character (Gal. 5:22-23). Those things for 
which all Christians are to strive are aspects of godly character (2 Pet. 1:5-11).  
 
Maturity as a saint is a matter of character: 
For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for some one to teach you the elementary prin-
ciples of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For every one who partakes only of milk 
is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice 
have their senses trained to discern good and evil (Heb. 5:12-14). 
 
It is the immature, those who lack godly character, who waver and vacillate in making wise decisions: 
As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, 
by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming (Eph. 4:14). 
 
But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the 
wind. For let not that man expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, being a double-minded man, unstable in all 
his ways (James 1:6-8). 
 
Above all else, let us seek to develop and maintain godly character. This, more than anything else, will incline us to fol-
low the guidance which God gives to His children. 
 
Good and upright is the Lord; therefore He instructs sinners in the way. He leads the humble in justice, and He teaches 
the humble His way. All the paths of the Lord are lovingkindness and truth to those who keep His covenant and His testi-
monies. For Thy name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my iniquity, for it is great. Who is the man who fears the Lord? He will in-
struct him in the way he should choose (Ps. 25:8-12). 
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