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greed:
THE SIN THAT MAKES

US MISERABLE
The sin of covetousness makes its appear-

ance fairly early in a child�s life. It is visibly
apparent when, with stubby hands, Junior
reaches into the narrow necked cookie jar, only
to discover that he cannot retrieve his hand with
it crammed full of cookies. Rather than being
content with taking one cookie at a time, he lets
out a maddening scream of anger. This grasping
for more than we can use or get continues until
at last we fall into the yawning grave.1

Think of the common statements that are
motivated by greed: �Self-preservation is man�s
first instinct�; �Self-protection is the first law of
life�; �Look out for number one.�

Think of how many things we have that we
do not really need, and for that matter, do not
even want. Why do we have them? The more
toys we have, the greater our feeling of superior-
ity. Greed motivates us to buy things just for the
sake of having them. Let me tell you something
horrible about greed; you will never have enough
to satisfy it!

I am not calling for a life of impoverishment.
But I do want to remind all of us of 1 John 3:17:
�But whoever has the world�s goods, and beholds
his brother in need and closes his heart against
him, how does the love of God abide in him?�

GREED: WHAT IT IS
Greed is inordinate desire for wealth. It is the

reed can be very destructive in a
person�s life. Paul said, �For the love of
money is a root of all sorts of evil, and

some by longing for it have wandered away
from the faith, and pierced themselves with many
a pang� (1 Timothy 6:10). Men driven by greed
have robbed, assaulted, attacked, embezzled,
slandered, and murdered. Greed was the cause
of the first sin by Eve and then Adam in the
Garden of Eden.

When the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that
the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took
from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her
husband with her, and he ate (Genesis 3:6).

�And He said to them, �Beware, and be on your guard
against every form of greed; for not even when one has
an abundance does his life consist of his possessions��
(Luke 12:15).

�So therefore, no one of you can be My disciple who
does not give up all his own possessions� (Luke
14:33).

�But godliness actually is a means of great gain, when
accompanied by contentment. For we have brought
nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out
of it either. And if we have food and covering, with
these we shall be content� (1 Timothy 6:6-8).
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absorbing passion for earthly possessions and a
selfish gratification in their retention. Synonyms
of greed are covetousness and avarice.

The Bible condemns this trait in man:

You shall not covet your neighbor�s house; you
shall not covet your neighbor�s wife or his male
servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey
or anything that belongs to your neighbor (Exodus
20:17).

And He said to them, �Beware, and be on your
guard against every form of greed; for not even
when one has an abundance does his life consist
of his possessions� (Luke 12:15).

Being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness,
greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit,
malice; they are gossips (Romans 1:29).

For this, �You shall not commit adultery, you shall
not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not covet,�
and if there is any other commandment, it is
summed up in this saying, �You shall love your
neighbor as yourself� (Romans 13:9).

Nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom
of God (1 Corinthians 6:10).

But do not let immorality or any impurity or
greed even be named among you, as is proper
among saints (Ephesians 5:3).

The Bible also abounds with examples of greed
and covetousness: King Ahab taking Naboth�s
vineyard (1 Kings 21), the rich man building
bigger barns in Luke 12, and Judas selling Jesus.

GREED: WHAT IT DOES

It Makes Us Miserable
Covetousness and contentment are incom-

patible. Charles Kingsley has said, �If you wish
to be miserable, think about yourself: about what
you want, what you like, what respect people
ought to pay you�and then to you, nothing will
be pure. You will spoil everything you touch.
You will make misery for yourself out of every-
thing good. You will be as wretched as you
choose.�

Avarice! Note its last three letters�ice. In
etymological origin, the word �miser� denotes a
person who is miserable. It would never occur to
an artist to portray an avaricious person with a
spring in his step or a smile on his face.2

Tolstoy told a story of a man who was told
that he could have as much land as he could run

around in one day. He set off to encircle his plot
of land. As the day wore on the circle got larger
and larger. Compelled by the thought of all the
land he would own he kept widening the circum-
ference of the circle, stride by stride, mile by
mile, until at sunset he staggered and dropped
dead of a heart attack. His story is the story of
greed, of persons and nations run to death by
greed, making themselves and others miserable
in the process. �He who loves money will not be
satisfied with money, nor he who loves abun-
dance with its income . . .� (Ecclesiastes 5:10).

An interesting scene takes place in
Saryoyan�s play The Time of Your Life, in which
Krupp, the discouraged policeman, is talking to
Joe in a waterfront saloon. �I think we�re all
crazy,� he cries. �Here we are in this wonderful
world, full of all the wonderful things�here we
are�all of us, and look at us. Just look at us.
We�re crazy. We�re nuts. We�ve got everything,
but we always feel lousy and dissatisfied just
the same.�

The story is told of a man who lost his sight
because he was too stingy to have an operation
that would save his eyes. He was quite wealthy
and could have easily afforded the operation but
would not do it because of his love for money. He
became an invalid and cursed �mean fate� for
his illness when the problem was his own stingi-
ness. A friend visited with him and asked him,
�Is there anything you want?� �Sure there is,�
the rich miser retorted; �more money!�

Contrast him with the contentment we Chris-
tians have: �Let your character be free from the
love of money, being content with what you
have; for He Himself has said, �I will never desert
you, nor will I ever forsake you�� (Hebrews
13:5).

But godliness actually is a means of great gain,
when accompanied by contentment. For we have
brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take
anything out of it either. And if we have food and
covering, with these we shall be content
(1 Timothy 6:6-8).

It Makes Us Poor
It will cause us to miss life�s greatest riches.

A man found a dollar while walking down a
road. For the remainder of his life he looked only
at the ground, looking for more money. Let me
tell you what he found: 29,516 buttons, 54,172
pins, $6.18, a stooped shoulder, and a sour dis-
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position. Let me tell you what he missed: He
missed the friendly smiles of those passing by,
the beautiful clouds, gorgeous sunsets, lovely
trees, and birds in majestic flight. Actually, he
missed life�s finer treasures.

Look at what greed did to the rich young
ruler. He turned away from Jesus sorrowfully
(Matthew 19:22).

Greed will cost you the friendship of people.
When you do not care about others, they will not
care about you. How many mourners attended
the funeral of Howard Hughes? �He who with-
holds grain, the people will curse him� (Prov-
erbs 11:26).

Greedy people miss the beauty of eternal
fellowship in heaven:

He who overcomes shall inherit these things, and
I will be his God and he will be My son. But for
the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable
and murderers and immoral persons and
sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part
will be in the lake that burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death (Revelation
21:7, 8).

Therefore consider the members of your earthly
body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry
(Colossians 3:5).

Listen to Solomon in Ecclesiastes 6:1-3:

There is an evil which I have seen under the
sun and it is prevalent among men�a man to
whom God has given riches and wealth and
honor so that his soul lacks nothing of all that he
desires, but God has not empowered him to eat
from them, for a foreigner enjoys them. This is
vanity and a severe affliction. If a man fathers a
hundred children and lives many years, however
many they be, but his soul is not satisfied with
good things, and he does not even have a proper
burial, then I say, �Better the miscarriage than
he.�

There are better things than money. Good
health is better; a cultivated intelligence is bet-
ter; a sympathetic heart is better; a clear con-
science is better. With these it is possible to be
happy without money; but without these the
happiness which money gives is deceitful.3

Greedy, covetous people are tricked by Sa-
tan. They die without really knowing the joys
which they think they have. Yet, the supposed
enjoyment is the very reason for their covetous-
ness.

It Makes Us Wicked
Greed will cause you to steal. Remember

Achan and the consequences of his sin?
Men commit murder because of greed. Three

men found some gold. They sent one man into
town for bread and wine so they could cel-
ebrate. While he was gone, the two who re-
mained behind plotted his death. When he came
back, they killed him. But, he had poisoned the
wine which he was bringing. Therefore, when
they drank it, they also died. When they were
found, all three were lying dead beside their
gold.

It has caused prophets to prophesy falsely.
�An appalling and horrible thing has hap-
pened in the land,� cries the sensitive prophet,
Jeremiah. What is this crushing calamity? Has
an alien force finally overrun its borders? Have
the gnats returned? Has thick darkness
stretched its gloomy fingers before the eyes of
all Judah? Nay, all these things would be bless-
ings if compared to the horrible plague that
this rebel prophet saw. �An appalling and hor-
rible thing has happened in the land: the proph-
ets prophesy falsely, . . .� (Jeremiah 5:30, 31;
RSV).4

�For from the least of them even to the greatest
of them, everyone is greedy for gain, and from
the prophet even to the priest everyone deals
falsely. And they have healed the brokenness of
My people superficially, saying, �Peace, peace,�
but there is no peace. Were they ashamed because
of the abomination they have done? They were
not even ashamed at all; they did not even know
how to blush. Therefore they shall fall among
those who fall; at the time that I punish them,
they shall be cast down,� says the Lord (Jeremiah
6:13-15).

Therefore I will give their wives to others, their
fields to new owners; because from the least even
to the greatest everyone is greedy for gain; from
the prophet even to the priest everyone practices
deceit (Jeremiah 8:10).

It causes men to tell lies. Gehazi, servant of
Elisha, lied because of his greed (2 Kings 5).

It will cause men to leave the faith. Demas,
who �loved this present world,� is an example.
The Bible also says,

And the one on whom seed was sown among the
thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and
the worry of the world, and the deceitfulness of
riches choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful
(Matthew 13:22).
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But those who want to get rich fall into temptation
and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires
which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For
the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and
some by longing for it have wandered away from
the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang
(1 Timothy 6:9, 10).

It Makes Us Godless
It causes us to place the secular above the

sacred. Greed has the power to supplant the
sacred with the secular.

And they come to you as people come, and sit
before you as My people, and hear your words,
but they do not do them, for they do the lustful
desires expressed by their mouth, and their heart
goes after their gain (Ezekiel 33:31).

. . . the greedy man curses and spurns the Lord
(Psalm 10:3).

A principle about money deserving to be
inscribed on the mind which would escape the
bondage of avarice is that it cannot be kept forever.5

GREED: WHAT IT REQUIRES
Greed is a deadly sin, but it can be cured. We

must learn with God�s help to master our de-
sires. Our first goal must always be the seeking
of the kingdom.

But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness;
and all these things shall be added to you (Matthew
6:33).

So therefore, no one of you can be My disciple who
does not give up all his own possessions (Luke
14:33).

Within this framework must come all of our
other wants and wishes. Just as Paul learned
contentment, so must we: �Set your mind on the
things above, not on the things that are on earth�
(Colossians 3:2).

James Stalker said he knew a public man in a
great position who was approached, when the
election was hanging in the balance, by the rep-
resentatives of a party in the electing body which
wished him to make a promise to them which
would have secured their votes, but his answer
was, �Gentlemen, there are some things in this
world I can do without, and one of these is this
office for which I have been named; but there are
some things I cannot do without, and one of

these is my honor�good day, gentlemen,� and
he bowed them to the door. This is the attitude
we should take up to the temptations of avarice.6

Money is not an end in itself, but only a means to
an end. It will tyrannize over us if it is allowed,
but we tyrannize over it, and prove ourselves its
masters, when we compel it to subserve the ends
which we have freely chosen as our own, and
which our judgment and conscience approve.7

CONCLUSION
The way out of this, and every other sin, is for

us to come to Jesus, for He will save us. Come
believing in Jesus, repenting of your sins, con-
fessing that you believe in Christ, and then sub-
mitting to baptism for the forgiveness of sins,
and you will be delivered from sin. Our Lord�s
grace is sufficient for you.

�J. Wayne Kilpatrick
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PLEONEXIA:
The Sin Of Greed

Pleonexia is a sin which the New Testament
again and again most unsparingly condemns.
(1) In Romans 1:29 pleonexia is the sin of the
godless world. (2) In Luke 12:15 it is the sin of the
man who evaluates life in material terms. (3) In
1 Thessalonians 2:5 and 2 Peter 2:3 it describes
the sin of the man who uses his position to take
advantage of, �to make merchandise of� the
people he ought to serve. (4) In Colossians 3:5 it
is identified with idolatry. (5) In passage after
passage it is connected with sexual sin (Mark
7:22; Romans 1:29; Ephesians 4:19; 5:3; 2 Peter
2:14). The essence is not the sexual sin. The
essence is the desire to have what is forbidden,
the desire to take what should not be taken.

William Barclay,
A New Testament Wordbook
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“The Devil Tempted Me”

There was a young preacher with an attrac-
tive wife who liked new clothes. She spent too
much, and they were in debt. Finally, they had a
council, and she agreed not to buy anything
without first talking it over. But she went to
town and came back with a new dress, and the
young preacher said to her, �But, my dear, you
promised me.� She replied, �I know I did, but the
devil tempted me.� He answered, �You should
have said, �Get thee behind me, Satan.�� �Oh,�
she said, �I did, and he whispered, �It fits so
beautifully in the back.��

Our Choice to Be Happy

In his classic book Robinson Crusoe, Daniel
Defoe kept emphasizing that when Crusoe was
shipwrecked on a forsaken island, deprived of
everything that most of us would consider vital
for happiness, he kept moving with the constant
reassurance that God was in charge. At one of
the lowest moments in the story, Defoe has Cru-
soe saying: �I sat down to my meat with thank-
fulness, and admired the hand of God�s provi-
dence which had thus spread my table in the
wilderness. I learned to look more on the bright
side of my condition, and less upon the dark
side, and to consider what I had rather than what
I wanted. And this at times gave me such secret
comforts that I cannot express them. All our
discontents about what we want appeared to me
to spring from the want of thankfulness for what
we have!�

“What Do You See?”

The poet Blake stood on the shore watching
the sun rise out of the ocean. Sky and sea were
brilliant with a million refracted rays. The sun�s
bright disk was just visible above the water
when he noticed a man standing beside him.

Blake turned in ecstasy, and pointing to the
rising sun, he cried, �Look! What do you see?�

�Oh,� returned the other, �I see something
that looks like money�gold money. What do
you see?�

�I see the glory of God,� replied Blake, �and
I hear a multitude of the heavenly host saying,
�Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty.��

Which World?

An aged Christian mother heard one of her
sons describe his brother�s sudden rise to wealth.
When he finished telling about his brother�s
money, luxurious home, and new cars, he de-
clared, �John is really getting on in the world.�

The mother looked soberly at her son and
asked, �Which world?�

Brief Thoughts

�Money spent on myself may be a millstone
about my neck; money spent on others may give
me wings like the angels.�

Roswell Dwight Hitchcock

�Money does all things for reward. Some are
pious and honest as long as they thrive upon it,
but if the devil himself gives better wages, they
soon change their party.�

Seneca

�When I have any money I get rid of it as
quickly as possible, lest it find a way into my
heart.�

John Wesley

�We are created to love people and to use
things, but sin keeps us trying to love things and
use people.�

Reuel Howe

�Money is not required to buy one necessity
of the soul.�

Henry David Thoreau

For Further Thought
Greed
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