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Heaven in the Home Series 
Where Do We Begin? - An Introduction 

 
A question asked by many people in this 21st century is a complex and deeply felt one: is it possible to have a Christ 
centered home in today's world of trouble and sin? 
  
If you are a Christian, you are concerned about this problem. Recent studies have listed many issues with which parents 
must cope today: 
-- finances (the cost of bearing, clothing, feeding, entertaining and educating children is the greatest in our history) 
-- working mothers (a majority of American mothers hold jobs out-side the home, many out of necessity) 
- drugs, divorce, alcohol, crime, runaways, and abuse. 

  
More than 1.5 million couples were divorced last year. Drugs and alcohol are on the rise among youngsters. The second 
leading cause of death between ages 14-24 is now suicide, and one child in nine can expect to appear in juvenile court 
before he turns 18. 

  
It might be of comfort to realize that the world has always been a difficult place in which Christians must live. It has 
always been opposed to God's values and God's will.  

  
Satan longs for the soul of any age person who will reject good, right, and truth and turn to his way of thinking. Christians 
must daily remind themselves of the clear, simple words of Jesus, from Matthew 7:13-14: ""Enter through the narrow 
gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate 
and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it." 
 
We might also be encouraged to remember a story recorded in 2 Chronicles 20, which shows a situation similar to the one 
we face today. Jehoshaphat had some men before him reporting the approach of a vast army, one the size of which his 
army could not defeat.  
  
He inquired of the Lord his future and God's answer is recorded for us in 2 Chronicles 20:15-17: "He said: "Listen, King 
Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is what the LORD says to you: 'Do not be afraid or 
discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God's. Tomorrow march down against them. They 
will be climbing up by the Pass of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the gorge in the Desert of Jeruel. You will not 
have to fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the LORD will give you, O Judah and 
Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, and the LORD will be with you.'"" 
  
That message is an eternal one! It remains for Christians today who feel the odds against them in this sin-filled world.    
 
Man's domestic problems begin when he departs from God's counsel regarding the home. And this study is vital because 
our understanding of Christ's relationship to the church is dependent upon his conception of the home. God is interested in 
our homes because our spiritual understanding is at stake.  
  
Home Means Different Things To Different People 
There are many reasons why people look upon the home in different lights. In the first place, we have all had different 
backgrounds. Our home training has been varied, the emphases have been placed in many different spots as we have been 
reared through the years of childhood and adolescence. 
 
It is no wonder that the word "home" means something different to one than to another:  

 we may look upon the home as a place for protection where our simple needs are met 
 it might be a place where we have been taught respect and obedience, where character and service have been taught 
 young married couples view the home as the ideal situation, anticipating their life with optimism and ambition 
 older people define home in terms of memories, and because of their mature minds, they certainly describe it with 

reality...it takes on a sense of reward and meaning 
  
A truly Christian home is a place where sinners live; but it is also a place where the members of that home admit the fact 
and understand the problem, know what to do about it, and as a result grow by grace.  
  
It is important that this environment be in place so all members of the family will have a loving, graceful, safe, and warm 
place in which to grow. It's vital that we treat each other in the same way Jesus treated His 12 apostles.  



2 
 

  
As they stumbled and fell and made mistakes, he was patient with them because of one simple point: He knew they were 
not yet what they would become. We need to "be patient, God's not finished with me yet!" 
 
Let's look in detail for a moment at three significant items that make all the difference in the world; (as they are discussed, 
think of the atmosphere or environment which these will create in the home): 
   
1. Christians admit their sins.  
Because they know the Bible says that no Christian is ever perfect in this life, they are free to admit their sins. 
 
1 John 1:8-10: "If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us, if we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we 
make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives." 
  
What does it mean to you to know that your boss, parents, etc., can admit when they make a mistake and acknowledge 
sin? What response do you give to this kind of person? What kind of response is given to the person who thinks they are 
perfect, who acts like they never do wrong? 
  
Christians are able to acknowledge the fact and, in time, learn to anticipate and prepare for sin. Christians, of all persons, 
should never rely upon rationalizations, excuses or blame-shifting to try to euphemize their sins. 
  
Because they can admit their sins, there can also be a certain amount of openness, honesty, and relaxation about the 
relationships that Christians sustain to one another, especially at home. Christians can pour their time and energies into the 
endeavor to replace sinful patterns with Biblical patterns of life. 
  
Rather than wasting time minimizing or denying the fact of sin, Christians can concentrate on dealing with sin. 
   
2. Christians know what to do about their sins.  
Because they have the Bible as the standard of faith and practice, Christians not only know why problems occur in the 
home, but they know what to do about them!  
  
Is any sin too big for God? Can any sin be overcome in a loving, forgiving environment? We need to realize that each 
person in the Bible who stands before us a "great men and women of faith" are average people with sin in their life, which 
God helped remove. 
   
3. Christians progress out of their sins.  
Where there is spiritual life, there also will be spiritual growth. No Christian may remain the same yesterday, today, and 
tomorrow.  
  
A fundamental presupposition of the Christian faith is that there will be growth out of sin into righteousness. Where there 
is Bible study, prayer and the fellowship of the saints, the Spirit of God will be at work to produce His fruit.  
  
The Christian home, then, is a place where sinful persons face the problems of a sinful world. Yet, they face them together 
with God and His resources, which are all centered in Christ. Sinners live in the Christian home, but the sinless Savior 
lives there too! "That is what makes the difference! 
 
No one can better understand and repair a product than its creator. This is doubly true with regard to the home. God not 
only planned and designed the home itself, but he actually formed man and woman, its component parts.  
 
How futile and how vain to seek everywhere but with God for balm and remedy when homes weaken and deteriorate! The 
Bible also tells us that our homes should be happy places and goes on to show us how to have them. 
 
Our homes can be happy and successful if we use spiritual principles and sound judgment in their formation and 
development. 
 
What purposes shall we try to achieve in our homes? 
The first purpose is the personal development of each family member. This is not to say that one should view his home 
selfishly and think only in terms of what he can get out of it himself. Each family member experiences personal growth 
and receives a sense of genuine fulfillment by giving of himself in order to build a happy home. 
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The second purpose involves the accomplishment of certain social functions of the home. The primary social function is 
to provide a special companionship for each member of the family. To feel alone and unloved is one of the emptiest 
feelings on earth. But we must also prepare each member to be part of the larger group of society. 
 
But the third purpose reaches into eternity: we must work toward achieving the spiritual development of the family 
members. We must never forget that marriage and the home is primarily a spiritual relationship. 
 
We should daily be reminded of the question asked by Jesus in one of his most penetrating sermons, recorded for us in 
Matthew 16:26-27: "What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man 
give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will 
reward each person according to what he has done." 
 
What qualities of character do we need to possess and demonstrate in our homes in order to fulfill these purposes? 
 
Generally speaking, the development of Christian character is the single most important factor in achieving a successful 
home. The two marriage partners must desire success in their home, and genuine love is absolutely necessary! Each 
member of the family must take their differences into account and strive to communicate their feelings to each other. 
 
This also relates to the church family 
Paul Tournier once said there are two things one cannot do alone – be married and be a Christian. 
 
The essence of being a Christian is not an extended set of correct doctrinal beliefs or even well-formed personal character. 
To be a Christian is to be connected to Christ in such a unique and special way that all other relationships are defined by 
that union. The perfect triune fellowship of God as Father, Son, and Spirit from eternity past has been opened to me by the 
blood of Jesus at Calvary. But I cannot experience their fellowship in isolation from all others who have been called into 
it.  
 
Having others around is not a nuisance but a necessity for families. These interactions shape us. We sing and read, stand 
and bow, laugh and cry. And, yes, we certainly eat and drink together. But we do all these things as a network of friends. 
A gathering of family members. A church whose identity is not contained in itself but is found in the God who has formed 
it.  
 
We are the community of the children of God! We carry his spiritual DNA. We bear his name. We have a great 
inheritance. Awareness of these things makes a difference in how we see ourselves and function in this world.  
 
Perhaps if more of us saw ourselves as children of God rather than members of the church, we would claim a nobler 
inheritance. If we understood church as persons in relationship rather than names on the roll, we would function 
differently as the church. If we saw sin as the breaking of relationships rather than the breaking of rules, we would both 
live better and deal with one another more gracefully.  
 
If we really love God the Father, we will create churches that are communities of love, accountability, and nurture where 
gradual spiritual transformation takes place over time. We will live gently with one another. Listen to one another’s 
stories. Teach and learn from one another.  
 
Does anyone doubt that the church would have far greater credibility with our not-yet-Christian neighbors if we modeled 
this sort of behavior consistently? That these positive relational activities count for more than our abilities to sing or 
preach or proves ourselves correct to those not-yet-Christians? That we have been our own worst enemies over the years 
in neglecting these relational demands of our faith? 
 
(Colossians 3:12-17 NIV)  Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. {13} Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have 
against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. {14} And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity. {15} Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called 
to peace. And be thankful. {16} Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 
wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. {17} And whatever you 
do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
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These verses are a call to love and respect, consideration and kindness. It describes the sort of healthy relationships that 
allow growth and spiritual formation, that confer peace and joy. And it describes a church that puts the heart of God on 
display in the relational life of his family. 
 
A PRAYER FOR THE CHILDREN 
     We pray for the children who ...... sneak popsicles before supper... erase holes in their math workbooks and can never 
find their shoes. 
    We pray for the children who ...... don't know how to run down the street in a new pair of sneakers... are born in places 
where we wouldn't be caught dead... and, have never been to the circus. 
    We pray for the children who ...... bring us sticky kisses and fistfuls of dandelions... hug us in a hurry and forget their 
lunch money. 
    We pray for the children who ...... never get dessert or have a "safe" blanket to drag behind them... watch their parents 
watch them die... can't find bread to steal... don't have any rooms to clean up... don't have pictures on anybody's dresser 
and... whose monsters are real. 
    We pray for the children who ...... spend all their allowance before Tuesday... throw tantrums in the store and pick at 
their food... like ghost stories and shove dirty clothes under the bed... never rinse out the tub and get visits from the tooth 
fairy, and... whose tears we sometimes laugh at and smiles can make us cry. 
    We pray for the children who ...... whose nightmares come in the daytime... will eat anything and have never seen a 
dentist... aren't spoiled by anybody, and... go to bed hungry and cry themselves to sleep. 
     We pray for the children who ...... want to be carried and for those who must, and... we never give up on and for those 
who don't get a second chance. 
    We pray for the children who ...... we smother with love and affection and... will grab the hand of anybody kind enough 
to offer it. 
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Heaven in the Home Series 
#1 Love and Respect Ephesians 5:20-33 
“When a home is ruled according to God’s Word, angels might be asked to stay with us, and they would not find 
themselves out of their element.” 
 
If a woman is to receive honor from her family, it will almost certainly have to begin with her husband. We are taught to 
love our wives. We are given a model for what that love should look like. And our children are unlikely to love and 
respect their mothers except as they see those attitudes and behaviors lived out by their fathers.  
 
The instructions given to husbands take up twice the space! We cannot miss the novelty of the statements beginning in 
verse 25. In a culture that valued little the place of woman in a marriage, Ephesians says husbands should sacrifice 
everything for their wives. No longer was a woman considered the silent partner in a male-headed corporation. No, in this 
new system, both parties engaged in mutual submission — each looking to the interest of the other before addressing their 
own agendas. 
 
When this happens the way it is supposed to, an amazing thing happens. Marriages heal. Husbands have a renewed sense 
of love for their wives; wives have a renewed sense of respect for their husbands. Church, do you remember what it was 
like when you first realized that Christ accepted you in spite of your sin?  
 
Even though you are a dire sinner, Christ accepted you as his bride. I am convinced that when confronted with that kind of 
sacrifice, with that kind of acceptance, partners in marriage will have no other choice but to return that gift — and so 
begins the cycle of love, based on mutual submission.  
 
The trouble is that many homes are not governed by God’s Word—even homes where the members are professing 
Christians—and the consequences are tragic. Instead of angels being guests in some homes, it seems that demons are the 
masters.  
 
Too many marriages end in the divorce court, and nobody knows how many husbands and wives are emotionally divorced 
even though they share the same address.  
 
The answer is the Holy Spirit of God! It is only through the power of the Holy Spirit that we can walk in harmony as 
husbands and wives (Eph. 5:22-33), parents and children (Eph. 6:1-4), and employers and employees (Eph. 6:5-9). The 
unity of the people of God that Paul described (Eph. 4:1-16) must be translated into daily living if we are to enjoy the 
harmony that is a foretaste of heaven on earth. 
 
“Be filled with the Spirit” is God’s command, and He expects us to obey. The command is plural, so it applies to all 
Christians and not just to a select few. The verb is in the present tense—“keep on being filled”—so it is an experience we 
should enjoy constantly and not just on special occasions.  
 
And the verb is passive. We do not fill ourselves but permit the Spirit to fill us. The verb “fill” has nothing to do with 
contents or quantity, as though we are empty vessels that need a required amount of spiritual fuel to keep going.  
 
In the Bible, filled means “controlled by.” “They . . . were filled with wrath” (Luke 4:28) means “they were controlled by 
wrath” and for that reason tried to kill Jesus. “The Jews were filled with envy” (Acts 13:45) means that the Jews were 
controlled by envy and opposed the ministry of Paul and Barnabas. To be “filled with the Spirit” means to be constantly 
controlled by the Spirit in our mind, emotions, and will. 
 
We usually think of the power of the Spirit as necessary for preaching and witnessing, and this is true. (See Acts 4:8, 31; 
6:3, 5; 7:55; 13:9. The Apostles experienced repeated fillings after that initial experience at Pentecost.) But Paul wrote 
that the Spirit’s fullness is also needed in the home. If our homes are to be a heaven on earth, then we must be controlled 
by the Holy Spirit. But how can a person tell whether or not he is filled with the Spirit? Paul stated that there are three 
evidences of the fullness of the Spirit in the life of the believer: he is joyful (Eph. 5:19), thankful (Eph. 5:20), and 
submissive (Eph. 5:21-33). Paul said nothing about miracles or tongues, or other special manifestations. He stated that the 
home can be a heaven on earth if each family member is controlled by the Spirit, and is joyful, thankful, and submissive. 

 
Wives, submit yourselves (vv. 22-24). 
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He gives two reasons for this command: the lordship of Christ (Eph. 5:22) and the headship of the man in Christ (Eph. 
5:23). When the Christian wife submits herself to Christ and lets Him be the Lord of her life, she will have no difficulty 
submitting to her husband.  
 
This does not mean that she becomes a slave, for the husband is also to submit to Christ. And if both are living under the 
lordship of Christ, there can be only harmony. Headship is not dictatorship.  
 
The Christian husband and wife should pray together and spend time in the Word, so that they might know God’s will for 
their individual lives and for their home. If the Christian is submitted to Christ, he will not try to establish a home that 
disobeys the Word of God. Such a home invites civil war from the beginning.  
 
Husbands, love your wives (vv. 25-33). 
Paul had much more to say to the Christian husbands than to the wives. He set for them a very high standard: Love your 
wives “even as Christ also loved the church.” Paul was lifting married love to the highest level possible, for he saw in the 
Christian home an illustration of the relationship between Christ and the church. God established marriage for many 
reasons. For one thing, it meets man’s emotional needs. “It is not good that the man should be alone” (Gen. 2:18).  
 
Marriage also has a social purpose in the bearing of children to continue the race (Gen. 1:28). Paul indicated a physical 
purpose for marriage—to help man and woman fulfill the normal desires given them by God (1 Cor. 7:1-3). But in 
Ephesians 5, Paul indicated also a spiritual purpose in marriage, as the husband and wife experience with each other the 
submission and the love of Christ (Eph. 5:22-33). 
 
If the husband makes Christ’s love for the church the pattern for loving his wife, then he will love her sacrificially (Eph. 
5:25). Christ gave Himself for the church; so the husband, in love, gives himself for his wife. True Christian love “seeketh 
not her own” (1 Cor. 13:5)—it is not selfish. If a husband is submitted to Christ and filled with the Spirit, his sacrificial 
love will willingly pay a price that she might be able to serve Christ in the home and glorify Him. 
 
The husband’s love will also be a sanctifying love (Eph. 5:26-27). The word sanctify means “to set apart.” In the marriage 
ceremony, the husband is set apart to belong to the wife, and the wife is set apart to belong to the husband. Any 
interference with this God-given arrangement is sin. Today, Christ is cleansing His church through the ministry of His 
Word (John 15:3; 17:17). 
 
The love of the husband for his wife ought to be cleansing her (and him) so that both are becoming more like Christ. Even 
their physical relationship should be so controlled by God that it becomes a means of spiritual enrichment as well as 
personal enjoyment (1 Cor. 7:3-5). The husband is not to “use” his wife for his own pleasure, but rather is to show the 
kind of love that is mutually rewarding and sanctifying. The marriage experience is one of constant growth when Christ is 
the Lord of the home. Love always enlarges and enriches, while selfishness does just the opposite. 
 
The husband’s love for his wife should be sacrificial and sanctifying, but it should also be satisfying (Eph. 5:28-30). In the 
marriage relationship, the husband and wife become “one flesh.” Therefore, whatever each does to the other, he does to 
himself or herself. It is a mutually satisfying experience. The man who loves his wife is actually loving his own body, 
since he and his wife are one flesh.  
 
As he loves her, he is nourishing her. Just as love is the circulatory system of the body of Christ (Eph. 4:16), so love is the 
nourishment of the home. How many people have confessed, “I am starved for love.” There should be no starvation for 
love in the Christian home, for the husband and wife should so love each other that their physical, emotional, and spiritual 
needs are met. If both are submitted to the Lord, and to each other, they will be so satisfied that they will not be tempted 
to look anywhere else for fulfillment. 
 
Our Christian homes are to be pictures of Christ’s relationship to His church. Each believer is a member of Christ’s body, 
and each believer is to help nourish the body in love (Eph. 4:16). We are one with Christ. The church is His body and His 
bride, and the Christian home is a divinely ordained illustration of this relationship. This certainly makes marriage a 
serious matter. 
 
If Christian husbands and wives have the power of the Spirit to enable them, and the example of Christ to encourage them, 
why do too many Christian marriages fail? Somebody is out of the will of God. Just because two Christians know each 
other and get along together does not mean they are supposed to get married. In fact, not every believer is supposed to 
marry. It is sometimes God’s will for a Christian to remain single (Matt. 19:12; 1 Cor. 7:7-9). It is wrong for a believer to 
marry an unbeliever, but it is also wrong for two Christians to marry out of the will of God. 
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But even if two Christians marry in the will of God, they must stay in God’s will if their home is to be the creative 
fellowship God wants it to be. “The fruit of the Spirit is love” (Gal. 5:22), and unless both husband and wife are walking 
in the Spirit they cannot share the love of Christ, the love that is so beautifully described in 1 Corinthians 13.  
 
The root of most marital problems is sin, and the root of all sin is selfishness. Submission to Christ and to one another is 
the only way to overcome selfishness, for when we submit, the Holy Spirit can fill us and enable us to love one another in 
a sacrificial, sanctifying, satisfying way—the way Christ loves the church. 
 
To experience the fullness of the Spirit a person must first possess the Spirit—be a Christian. Then there must be a sincere 
desire to glorify Christ, since this is why the Holy Spirit was given (John 16:14). We do not use the Holy Spirit; He uses 
us. There must be a deep thirst for God’s fullness, a confession that we cannot do His will apart from His power. We must 
claim the promise of John 7:37-39: “If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink!” By faith yield yourself to Christ; 
by faith ask Him for the fullness of the Spirit. By faith receive. When you find yourself joyful, thankful, and submissive, 
you will know that God has answered. 
 
LOVE AND RESPECT 
A wife comes in for counseling. 
 
WIFE: "Gary, the other day I was at a book store, and the title of a book on marriage caught my eye. As I looked at the 
table of contents, the chapter titles fit us to a tee. I started reading and couldn't put it down. Everything, even the 
illustrations were so us! So I bought it and read the whole thing in two days."  
 
"I thought, 'He needs to read this. But he's busy. He doesn't have time to read the whole thing, cover to cover.' So, I 
decided to underline some key points for him to read. I also bent the top corners of some pages which were really good. 
Then I put the book on his TV table next to his lounge chair. 
 
"But," she asks, "do you know what? "That book sat there for a whole week and he didn't touch it.  
"So, I decided to move it to the bedroom, next to his night stand. But it sat there for a week! I even checked to see if it had 
been moved, but it hadn't! Dust was all over it, and no finger prints." 
 
GARY: "Let me see if I can describe some of your feelings. What you are saying is that you value the marriage. But it 
seems like he doesn't value the marriage as much as you do. You want to deal with your stuff. But it seems like he doesn't 
want to deal with his stuff." 
 
WIFE: "Those are my sentiments exactly." 
GARY: "Put that story on pause." 
WIFE: "What?" 
GARY: "Put the story on mental pause. I want to come back to that." 
WIFE: "Oh, ok." 
GARY: "Let me tell you a different story. 
 
THE DIET BOOK 
GARY: "Do you remember when you first got married?"  
WIFE: "Oh, yea." 
 
GARY: "Let's pretend you got married in October. The wedding was on a beautiful Fall day. It was glorious. Hundreds of 
people from both families, plus all your friends. You had a huge dinner the night before. On the wedding day, you hosted 
a magnificent sit-down feast. Then came the honeymoon.  "Soon after you returned, it was Thanksgiving. You ate at three 
Thanksgiving meals: his parents, your parents, plus your own first Thanksgiving feast.  
 
"Before you knew it, Christmas had arrived. There was a party at work, a gala at your parents, and the jubilee at his 
parents, not to mention the food with friends. 
 
"Then it was New Year's Eve. Again, there was semi gorging at your parents, and light gluttony at his parents, and then 
with close friends you ushered in the new year with a banquet fit for a king and queen. 
 
"Then it happened... 
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GARY: "Around January 3rd, you got on the scale. You had put on 13 pounds over the last eight weeks.  "Plus, that day 
you couldn't do anything with your hair, and you felt bloated. 
 
"Feeling semi-depressed, you unload your burden on your best friend, your husband. You say, 'I feel fat, I feel ugly, I can't 
do anything with my hair.' "As a woman, you are doing what any normal woman would do. You are venting your negative 
emotions. 
 
"Because he adores you, he listens attentively. He is full of good will toward you. He longs to help you. "Ironically, the 
next day he visits the same book store in which you bought the marriage book. A new book entitled "Post Holiday Dieting 
for a Wife" catches his eye. 
 
Having heard you vent about your weight gain, he buys the diet book. He even wraps it in a red ribbon, and presents it to 
you as a special gift. 
 
"Suddenly, he's at Cape Canaveral. You go ballistic. You're in utter disbelief, shouting, 'I can't believe you'd do this. 
You're so cruel. You're the most insensitive human being on the planet. All of you men are alike." 
 
WIFE: "I'll say. It would be just like a man to buy a present like that. They have two brains. One is lost and the other is 
out looking for it!" 
 
GARY: "Let me see if I can describe your feelings. When he hands you the diet book, you hear three phrases coming at 
you. It is as though the book is screaming at you. Every wife hears these three phrases from the diet book. As a woman, 
you wear pink sunglasses and have pink hearing aids. Those pink lenses color what you see. Those pink hearing aids 
affect what you hear. 
 
"As a woman, certain things are seen as obvious. Any normal human being - so you feel - should be able to see what you 
see and hear what you hear. 
 
"So, when he hands that diet book to you, you see and hear three phrases. They shout at you. They even appear in front of 
your pink lenses. You hear your husband's voice coming through the diet book. 
 
"I do not accept you!" 
"I do not approve of you!" 
"I do not love you unless you look like a Dallas Cowboys Cheerleader!" 
 
WIFE: "Those are my sentiments exactly." 
GARY: "Take the other story off pause.” 
WIFE: "What other story?" 
GARY: "The Marriage Book Story," 
WIFE: "Oh, yea." 
 
GARY: "Remember when you brought the marriage book home and put it on the TV stand?" 
WIFE: "Uh, hum." 
GARY: "He saw it. He’s not dumb, contrary to popular belief. And remember when you sat it on the night stand by his 
bed?" 
WIFE: "Uh, hum." 
GARY: "He saw it. He's not as dumb as he looks. And remember when you moved it to the bathroom?" 
WIFE: "Uh, hum." 
GARY: "He saw it. He wears blue sun glasses and has blue hearing aids. When he saw that book, it began to scream at 
him, like the Diet book screamed at you. 
 
"I do not accept you." 
"I do not approve of you." 
"I do not respect you, Buster, unless you change right now." 
 
She got the point, as most wives do. Husbands also get the point about love. 
 
I then said to her, "These two stories illustrate the secret that cracks the communication code between you and your 
husband."  
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I then asked her, "Do you want to know this secret?" As with most wives, and husbands, the answer was a strong, "Yes!" 
Let me share the simple secret with you.  
 
In the Diet Book story, why did the wife feel the way she did? 
I believe Love is her deepest need from her husband. Right or wrong, she interprets events through her pink sunglasses. 
The root issue was the feeling that he did not approve of her and accept her, and thus did not love her for who she was. 
The diet book symbolized lack of love.  
 
In the Marriage Book story, why did the husband feel the way he did? 
I believe Respect is his deepest need from his wife. Right or wrong, he interprets events through his blues sunglasses. The 
root issue was the feeling that she did not approve of him and accept him, and thus did not respect him for who he was. 
The Marriage book symbolized that to him.  This now leads me to share with you the secret that I discovered! 
 
The secret to the communication code is this: 
1. Love is her deepest need and respect is his deepest need. I believe this based on the Bible. 
Ephesians 5:33 "Nevertheless let each individual among you also love his own wife even as himself; and let the wife see to 
it that she respect her husband."  In other words, a wife needs to feel love and a husband needs to feel respect. 
 
2. Without love she reacts without respect, and without respect he reacts without love. 
There is a love and respect connection. Lets begin with the wife. As we just said, when a wife feels unloved, she reacts. 

 
Without Love She Reacts 
Let me say it this way, a wife needs love like she needs air to breathe. When a husband 
stands on her air hose, she will react.  
 
She will not flat line it on the emotional heart monitor. Wives tend to be expressive and 
responsive. She tends to express herself verbally, negatively and critically when the diet 
book is handed to her. This is why some people say, "When mama ain't happy, nooooobody 
is happy." When she feels unloved, she tends to react verbally.  
 
But here's the love and respect connection for the wife.  
Without love, she reacts without respect.  Did you catch this in the diet book story?  The 
message she is trying to communicate when receiving the diet book is, "I don't feel loved by 
you right now. I don't feel you love me for who I am. I feel like I need to be a Dallas 
Cheerleader before you'll love me." 
 
Her code in her negative reaction is, "I don't feel loved by you." But most husbands don't 
decode that code! 
 
Her reaction can be so verbal, negative and critical that her husband doesn't hear her 
message. Instead, to her husband, she can come across as disrespectful. 

 
He hears her saying to him, "I don't respect you for giving me that diet book. I don't respect you for who you are. You're a 
big jerk."  
 
Now, if the husband has good will in giving her the diet book, this hurts him. He feels his character is assassinated. 
 
But focusing on the wife, without love a wife can defensively react when handed the diet book. From her pink sunglasses 
view, he is sending a message of disapproval of who she is as a human being. But her defensive reaction can come across 
as disrespectful to him. Her defensive reaction can be offensive! In other words, when a husband stands on her air hose, 
she can push him off. However, after she pushes him off, she can accidentally step on his air hose. But she doesn't see 
herself standing on his air hose. She doesn't decode how she is coming across to him! Her focus is so much on feeling 
disapproved and unloved, she does not pay attention to her disrespectful attitude. 
 
Let's turn our attention toward the husband. 
As is true for the wife, so it holds true for the husband. In his case, when a husband feels disrespected, he reacts. As 
we said earlier, when a husband feels disrespected, he reacts. Without Respect, He Reacts. A husband needs respect like 
he needs air to breathe. When a wife steps on his air hose, he will react.  
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He will not flat line it on the emotional heart monitor. Husbands, though, tend to compartmentalize their feelings. He can 
stonewall. He remains silent around the marriage book sitting next to his lounge chair. This is why some wives say, "My 
husband is a mysterious island. I am forever paddling around him but he does not permit me to land."  
 
When he feels disrespected, he tends to react by withdrawing into silence. 
But here's the love and respect connection for the husband. 

 
Without Respect He Reacts Without Love 
Did you catch this for The Marriage Book story? 
The message he is trying to communicate when receiving the marriage book is, "I don't feel 
respected by you right now. I don't feel you respect me for who I am. I feel you are crusading 
against me, to change me. I'm never good enough for you." 
 
His code in his negative reaction is, "I don't feel respected by you." But most wives don't 
decode that code! His reaction can be too non-verbal. Most people who stonewall are men. 
Men can go silent. He can emotionally disengage from her. He can disconnect. When feeling 

disrespected, he can get angry, but in this case of the marriage book, he ignores the book and her. 
 
When a husband neglects that which a wife values, his wife doesn't hear his message of "I don't feel respected by you 
right now." Instead, she hears, "I don't love you. I don't care about our marriage nor you. I refuse to read the marriage 
book so we can talk about it and improve our relationship."  
 
Now, if a wife has good will in giving the marriage book, this hurts her deeply. She wants to deal with her stuff. She isn't 
trying to put her husband down. So, if the husband refuses to engage her on the topic of their marriage, she can feel 
wounded in her spirit.  
 
But focusing on the husband, without respect he can defensively react when handed the marriage book. From his blue 
sunglasses view, she is sending a message of disapproval of who he is as a human being. But his defensive reaction can 
come across as unloving to her. His defensive reaction can be offensive! In other words, when a wife stands on his air 
hose, he can push her off. However, after he pushes her off, he can accidentally step on her air hose. But he doesn't see 
himself standing on her air hose. He doesn't decode how he is coming across to her! His focus is so much on feeling 
disapproved and disrespected for who he is, he does not pay attention to his unloving attitude. 
 
So, when it is all put together we discover the secret that cracks the communication code 

 
Without love she reacts without respect, and without respect he reacts without love.  
I call this the Crazy Cycle because this can spin. It tends to trigger itself. When the wife 
feels even more unloved, she reacts even more. Or, when the husband feels even more 
disrespected, he reacts even more. This ignites a greater reaction in each.  
 
Things get crazy! 
 
Marital craziness is when we keep doing the same thing over and over. The topics change 
but the crazy cycle continues. Unless couples discover the secret that cracks the 
communication code, and learn how to get off the Crazy Cycle, things tend to stay a bit 

crazy! And it really gets crazy when a husband tells his wife, "Oh, stop feeling this way." Or, a wife says to her husband, 
"Oh, stop feeling this way."  
 
This Is What I Mean 
This is what I’m really saying every time I say I Love You…I’m really trying to say so much more than just those three 
little words; I’m trying to express so many wonderful feelings about you…   I’m trying to say that you mean more to me 
than anyone else in the world I’m trying to let you know that I  adore you and I cherish the time we spend together. I’m 
trying to explain that I want you and that I need you and that I get lost in wonderful thoughts every time I think about you. 
And each time I whisper “I love” you I’m trying to remind you that you’re the nicest thing that has ever happened to me. -
-- Carey Martin 
 
Buy Me A Rose Lyrics 
     He works hard to give her all he thinks she wants…A three car garage, her own credit cards. He pulls in late to wake 
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her up with a kiss good night. If he could only read her mind, she'd say: 
Buy me a rose, call me from work, Open a door for me, what would it hurt; Show me you love me by the look in your 
eyes. These are the little things I need the most in my life. 
     Now the days have grown to years of feeling all alone, And she can't help but wonder what she's doing wrong. Cause 
lately she'd try anything to turn his head. Would it make a difference if she said: 
     Buy me a rose, call me from work, Open a door for me, what would it hurt; Show me you love me by the look in your 
eyes. These are the little things I need the most in my life. 
     And the more that he lives the less that he tries To show her the love that he holds inside. 
And the more that she gives the more that he sees…This is a story of you and me 
    So I bought you a rose on the way home from work, To open the door to a heart that I hurt. And I hope you notice this 
look in my eyes Cause I'm gonna make things right For the rest of your life. I'm gonna hold you tonight. Do all those little 
things …For the rest of your life. 
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Heaven in the Home Series 
#2 Plain Truth From God  1 Peter 3:1-7 
 
(1 Peter 3:1-7 NIV)  Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the 
word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, {2} when they see the purity and reverence of 
your lives. {3} Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold 
jewelry and fine clothes. {4} Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, 
which is of great worth in God's sight. {5} For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used 
to make themselves beautiful. They were submissive to their own husbands, {6} like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and 
called him her master. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear.  
 
Peter is a man in touch with reality who knows that all marriages are not heaven on earth.  Like every other human 
institution, and indeed all creation, marriages too suffer from the adverse affects of sin in the world. Peter assumes there 
will be suffering in marriage, especially for those Christians who choose to live godly lives.  
 
Because of the world we live in and the sin which exists in our flesh, Christian marriages are susceptible to the same 
maladies as non-Christian marriages.  
 
In our society, Peter’s instruction to wives to submit to their husbands is totally foreign and repugnant to the feminist 
movement outside or inside the church.  
 
In contrast, the Christian gospel emphasized that in the new situation brought about by the death and resurrection of Jesus 
‘there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus’ (Gal 3:28).  
 
Consequently, a new evaluation of the roles of husband and wife was bound to arise. With the new freedom that 
Christians enjoyed in Christ, there also inevitably arose the temptation to carry things to excess, trespassing the bounds of 
social propriety at that time.… Peter reminds wives, therefore, to submit to their husbands; that is, to consider his needs 
and to fulfill them. 
 
The fact that a man and a woman are both saved is no guarantee that their marriage will succeed.  
Marriage is something that we have to work at; success is not automatic. And when one marriage partner is not a 
Christian, that can make matters even more difficult. Peter addressed this section of his letter to Christian wives who had 
unsaved or unfaithful husbands, telling them how to win their mates to Christ.  
 
Peter turns to the domestic problems which Christianity inevitably produced.  It was inevitable that one marriage partner 
might be won for Christ, while the other remained untouched by the appeal of the gospel; and such a situation inevitably 
had difficulties. 
 
We must first note what he does not advise. 
He does not advise the wife to leave her husband.  In this he takes exactly the same attitude as Paul takes (1 Cor-
inthians 7:13-16).  Both Paul and Peter are quite sure that the Christian wife must remain with the husband so long as he 
does not send her away.   
 
Peter does not tell the wife to preach or to argue.  She is not to nag…she is not to become head of the house.  
 
(Proverbs 19:13-14 NIV)  A foolish son is his father's ruin, and a quarrelsome wife is like a constant dripping. 
{14} Houses and wealth are inherited from parents, but a prudent wife is from the LORD. 
 
(Proverbs 21:9 NIV)  Better to live on a corner of the roof than share a house with a quarrelsome wife. 
 
(Proverbs 21:19 NIV)  Better to live in a desert than with a quarrelsome and ill-tempered wife. 
 
 (Proverbs 25:24 NIV)  Better to live on a corner of the roof than share a house with a quarrelsome wife. 
 
(Proverbs 27:15 NIV)  A quarrelsome wife is like a constant dripping on a rainy day; 
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He does not tell her to insist that there is no difference between slave and freeman, Gentile and Jew, male and female, but 
that all are the same in the presence of the Christ whom she has come to know. 
 
What is the duty of the Christian wife to her husband and of the Christian husband to his wife? Scripture says that she has 
to do five specific things. 

 1. Live in subjection to your own husband (v.1). 
 2. Live a chaste life (v.2). 
 3. Live a reverent life before God (v.2). 
 4. Do not dress to attract attention (v.3). 
 5. Adorn your heart with a meek and quiet spirit (v.4-6). 

 
He tells her something very simple-nothing else than to be a good wife.  It is by the silent preaching of the loveliness of 
her life that she must break down the barriers of prejudice and hostility, and win her husband for her new Master. 
 
She must be submissive.  It is not a spineless submission that is meant but, as someone has finely put it, a "voluntary 
selflessness."  It is the submission which is based on the death of pride and the desire to serve.  It is the submission not of 
fear but of perfect love. 
Submission brings to mind an attitude often encountered in our homes that is like a cartoon: It depicts a very happy 
looking 1950’s era couple. The husband is standing by the fireplace with his pipe in his hand. He is addressing his wife 
and says: “I’ve been thinking ... I’m the man of this house, so starting tomorrow I want you to have a hot, delicious meal 
ready for me the second I walk through that door ... afterwards while watching ESPN and relaxing in my chair you’ll 
bring me my slippers and then run my bath ... and when I’m done with my bath, guess who’s going to dress me and comb 
my hair?” The woman answers rather directly, “The funeral director.”  
Maybe that joke works because the attitude displayed by the condescending husband is all too real. And that attitude has 
been around for a long, long time.  
She must be pure.  There must be in her life a lovely chastity and fidelity founded on love. 
 
She must be reverent.  She must live in the conviction that the whole world is the Temple of God and that all life is lived 
in the presence of Christ. 
  
What God means by subjection is order, cooperation, relationship, and partnership—that a husband and wife are to walk 
together, hand in hand, throughout life. Every body of people—even when the body is only two persons—must have a 
leader who takes the lead in plowing through the wilderness of the world and its trials and temptations and difficulties. 
Between the two, wife and husband, one of them has to be the primary leader. God’s order for the two is that the husband 
take the lead. The Christian wife, in obedience to her Lord, subjects herself to her husband’s leadership, authority, and 
control. 
 
(1 Corinthians 11:3 NIV)  Now I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is 
man, and the head of Christ is God. 
 
What does God expect of the wife? This passage of Scripture is clear: the wife is to subject herself to her own husband. 
But note why: that the husband may be won to Christ by the godly behavior of the wife. By living a life of purity and 
reverence, and by demonstrating a quiet and meek spirit, the wife stands a good chance of winning her husband to the 
Lord. 
 
Peter also pointed to Sarah as a model for Christian wives to follow. To be sure, Sarah was not perfect; but she proved to 
be a good helpmeet to Abraham, and she is one of the few women named in Hebrews 11.  
 
Submission is an obligation, an opportunity and an ornament. 
A wife who dresses, walks, moves, speaks, and behaves to attract attention to herself (her body) is a great disappointment 
to her husband. Such behavior cuts and hurts her husband deeply. He may not admit it, out of pride. But such behavior 
mars his respect and love for his wife, usually forever. 

 
 (Proverbs 11:22 NIV)  Like a gold ring in a pig's snout is a beautiful woman who shows no discretion. 
 
(Proverbs 31:30 NIV)  Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be 
praised. 
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{7} Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker 
partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.  
 

What are the obligations of the husband? 
(i)  He must be understanding.  He must be considerate and sensitive to the feelings of his wife.   
 
(ii)  He must be chivalrous.  He must remember that women are the weaker sex and treat them with courtesy.   
 
(iii)  He must remember that the woman has equal spiritual rights.  She is a fellow-heir of the grace of life.  Here in 
Christianity emerged the revolutionary principle that women had equal spiritual rights and with that the relationship 
between the sexes was changed. 
 
(iv)  Unless a man fulfils these obligations, there is a barrier between his prayers and God.  As Bigg puts it:  "The sighs of 
the injured wife come between the husband's prayers and God's hearing."  Here is a great truth.  Our relationships with 
God can never be right, if our relationships in the home are wrong.   
  
(Ephesians 6:4 NIV)  Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and 
instruction of the Lord. 
 
What does exasperate look like? It’s when a father uses his brute strength, voice volume, and overpowering 
demeanor to “back someone into a corner.” And what almost happens to any person who is backed into a 
corner: they come out defensive and in a fighting mood! 
 
(Proverbs 14:29 NIV)  A patient man has great understanding, but a quick-tempered man displays folly. 
 
(Proverbs 15:18 NIV)  A hot-tempered man stirs up dissension, but a patient man calms a quarrel. 
 
(Proverbs 16:32 NIV)  Better a patient man than a warrior, a man who controls his temper than one who takes 
a city. 
 
 (Proverbs 19:19 NIV)  A hot-tempered man must pay the penalty; if you rescue him, you will have to do it 
again. 
 
(Proverbs 22:24 NIV)  Do not make friends with a hot-tempered man, do not associate with one easily angered, 
 
 (Proverbs 26:12 NIV)  Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him. 
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Heaven in the Home Series 
#3 Wisdom In Family Matters 
 
Proverbs 22:17-21: "Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise, And apply your mind to my knowledge; {18} For it 
will be pleasant if you keep them within you, That they may be ready on your lips. {19} So that your trust may be in the 
LORD, I have taught you today, even you. {20} Have I not written to you excellent things Of counsels and knowledge, 
{21} To make you know the certainty of the words of truth That you may correctly answer him who sent you?" 
 
Mark 4:24: "And He was saying to them, "Take care what you listen to. By your standard of measure it will be measured 
to you; and more will be given you besides." 
 
Luke 8:18: ""So take care how you listen; for whoever has, to him more shall be given; and whoever does not have, even 
what he thinks he has shall be taken away from him."" 
 
It costs to acquire wisdom, but it’s worth it! It isn’t enough to own a study Bible and read books about the Bible, helpful 
as they are. It’s one thing to know about the Bible and quite something else to hear God speak through His Word and 
teach us His wisdom so that we become more like Jesus Christ.  
 
During my years of ministry, I’ve met several people whose knowledge of Scripture was phenomenal, but who failed to 
manifest the fruit of the Spirit: Galatians 5:22-23: "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, {23} gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law." 
 
Of these ‘knowledgeable” people, these words speak: "Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up" (1 Cor. 8:1).  
 
But there’s a negative side to this as well:  
a. Wise (and blessed) people don’t waste their time listening to foolishness and lies  Read Psalm 1 
b. Wise people are careful about what they read, what they hear and see, and what they talk about in daily conversation.  
c. They’re diligent to keep trash out of their minds and hearts, because "garbage in" ultimately means "garbage out." 
d. For this reason, they carefully control the radio and television and they are selective in their reading.  
e. Those who are wise profit from rebuke and from advice: Proverbs 9:8-9: "Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate 

you, Reprove a wise man and he will love you. {9} Give instruction to a wise man and he will be still wiser, Teach a 
righteous man and he will increase his learning." 
 

They don’t think so highly of themselves that they can’t learn from others  
Proverbs 26:12: "Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him."  
 
We should keep in mind two things:  
1. Life is short  
2. Our eternal existence is greatly influenced by how we live during this short life 
 
It is imperative, then, that we not waste our time through rash and foolish decisions which not only jeopardize our eternal 
destiny but can also make this life miserable. 
 
The value of wisdom is especially seen in family relationships: "He who troubles his own house will inherit the wind." 
(Prov. 11:29).  

 
Life is too short and families grow too fast for us to raise a family through "trial and error" 
 
Consider what many people think is most important in providing for a family:  
Many would say it is the "necessities" of life such as food and clothing, and a place of shelter. Most would feel that other 
things are also necessary such as the "finer things" (luxuries) for the children, which parents never had as children. A good 
"education" for the children, so they too can be affluent. 
1. Instilling a fear of the Lord (reverence and awe). Proverbs 15:16: "Better is a little with the fear of the LORD than 

great treasure and turmoil with it." 
 
The fear of the Lord provides: Proverbs 16:6: "By loving kindness and truth iniquity is atoned for, And by the fear of the 
LORD one keeps away from evil." 
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2. Giving them love. 
Proverbs 15:17: "Better is a dish of vegetables where love is Than a fattened ox served with hatred." 
Proverbs 27:5: "Better is open rebuke Than love that is concealed." 
 
Providing an environment where love reigns is more important than providing material abundance. Troubled children 
come from homes where "love" is lacking, not money! 
 
3. Providing a peaceful family life. 
Proverbs 17:1: "Better is a dry morsel and quietness with it Than a house full of feasting with strife." 
 
What can be done to insure adequate material provisions for the family: Be righteous! 
 
Proverbs 20:7: "A righteous man who walks in his integrity-- How blessed are his sons after him." 
 
Today that means putting the kingdom of God first in your life. Then God will watch out for you and providentially see 
that your needs are adequately met! Children of righteous parents are truly blessed! But parents who fail to put God first 
go through life without God's providential help, and their children may suffer as a result! 
 
WISDOM IN RAISING CHILDREN 
Inspired wisdom is explicit in the proper use of "corporeal punishment." Used properly, it is a demonstration of true love. 
Proverbs 13:24: "He who withholds his rod hates his son, But he who loves him disciplines him diligently." 
 
Proper discipline has proper objectives... 
Proverbs 22:15: "Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of discipline will remove it far from him." 
 
Proverbs 23:13-14: "Do not hold back discipline from the child, Although  you strike him with the rod, he will not die. 
{14} You shall strike him with the rod And rescue his soul from Sheol." 
 
Proverbs 29:15: "The rod and reproof give wisdom, But a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother." 
 
Proper discipline has its rewards 
Proverbs 29:17: "Correct your son, and he will give you comfort; He will also delight your soul." 
 
Proverbs 19:18: "Discipline your son while there is hope, And do not set your heart on his destruction." 
 
It is to be applied before the situation gets of out hand ("while there is hope"). It is also to be applied under controlled 
circumstances ("do not set your heart on his destruction"). i.e., do not put it off until you strike in anger.  
 
There IS a difference between proper "spanking" and "child abuse"! Corporeal punishment should never be a vent for 
letting off steam. Rather, a controlled use of one method to discourage bad behavior. To be accompanied with love! 
 
These important points: 
· when you discipline your children, you’re acting like God 
· discipline is a function of love, and appropriate punishment is not something done to a child but for the child 
· spanking before 18 months of age is not wise and after 10 years of age is not effective 
· it should be reserved for times of defiant or rebellious behavior 
· when love is abundant at home, proper discipline (even a spanking) won’t be resented 
· children are gifts from the Lord but between 15-36 months they don’t want to be restricted in any way.  
 
They are the most self-centered, manipulative, and controlling things on the planet…parents must be adults and be in 
charge 
 
James Dobson: "The proper time to begin disarming the teenage time bomb is 12 years before it arrives.  
"Children thrive best in an atmosphere of genuine love, undergirded by reasonable and consistent discipline. In a day of 
widespread drug usage, immorality, sexually transmitted diseases, vandalism, and violence, we must not depend on hope 
and luck to fashion the critical attitudes we value in our children." 
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    "In those situations when the child fully understands what he is being asked to do or not to do but refuses to yield to 
adult leadership, an appropriate spanking is the shortest and most effective route to an attitude adjustment." (The New 
Dare to Discipline, page 28, 7, and 60-61) 
 
Ephesians 6:4: "Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the 
Lord." (as implied by the word "nurture") 
 
Proverbs 22:6: "Train up a child in the way he should go, Even when he is old he will not depart from it." 
 
This allows for the common interpretation in which a child's outcome is virtually dependent upon his training, especially 
in spiritual matters. i.e., if the child is brought up right by godly parents, the child "must" turn out all right...so if a child is 
not a faithful Christian, it must  always be a failing of the parents.  
 
The original root word for "train" is the term for "the palate, the roof of the mouth, the gums." In verb form, it’s the term 
used for breaking and bringing into submission a wild horse by a rope in the mouth. But the term was also used in the 
days of Solomon to describe the action of a midwife, who, soon after helping deliver a child, would dip her finger into the 
juice of chewed or crushed dates, reach into the mouth of the infant, and massage the gums and the palate within the 
mouth so as to create a sensation of sucking – a sense of taste. 
 
The juice was thought to also have a cleansing agent. They would then place the child into his mother’s arms to begin 
feeding. 
 
It was a word, used, then, to "describe a thirst." And when we see this application from the original language, it takes on a 
whole new meaning for Christian mothers and fathers. We must develop a thirst within our children for God and His 
church. The idea reminds one of Matthew 5:6: "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled." 
 
The verse can also be translated: "train up a child according to HIS way..." that is, train up a child according to his or her 
inclinations. The key in developing this thirst is sensitivity – an awareness of our children and what they are and what 
they need. 
 
Adapt the training of your child so that it is in keeping with his God-given characteristics and tendencies; when he comes 
to maturity, he will not depart from the training he has received." 
 
Therefore, this verse, like so many in Proverbs, is simply giving us practical advice in raising our children (without 
necessarily any spiritual implications). However, I might add that trying to force a child to go against their "aptitude" may 
encourage a child to rebel in ALL areas of parental influence (including spiritual). 
 
Four levels of faith 
John Westerhoff, in his book Will Our Children Have Faith? presents four levels of faith development. 
1.  Ages birth to 5: the child has an experimental faith, where he/she slowly becomes aware of spiritual principles 
through other individuals. With this understanding, we should spend much time with the Bible and Christian people, and 
in regular worship, so our children can SEE us.  
2. Ages 6-11: the child moves to belonging faith, where he begins to sense some "belonging to the spiritual family." Our 

response must be an earnest interest to get them in a Bible class of the congregation, and allow them to experience 
many fellowship and fun activities. This is definitely the age when they should be carrying and reading their own 
personal Bible, holding and singing from a songbook. 

3. Ages 12-18: the child is in the Search faith phase, where he begins to question and test the parent’s beliefs. The parent 
should get their children with others so they can struggle together in the right environment…they need role models as 
that "significant other."  

4. Age 18: the mature faith begins developing, and it’s the most exciting time of all, when the young adult reaches his 
own beliefs and believes because of his own decision and will. 
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Heaven in the Home Series 
#4 Four Types of Parents 
 
Magazine articles have been published for years describing the four basic types of parents. Two of these types tend to 
cause their children to resent authority; two tend to produce positive-acting children. We need to find ourselves in these 
four types and see the natural consequences of our actions. 
 
The Dominant Parent 

PARENTS LOVE AND SUPPORT FOR 
THEIR CHILDREN 

CONTROLLING CHILDREN BY 
LIMITS AND RULES 

Dominant Low High 
This parent tends to produce the most expensive qualities in children. They have very high standards, are seldom warm 
and caring in support and give very few explanations for their rigid rules. They tend to be unbending and demanding. But 
because the children do not understand the reasons why the activities are wrong, they may participate in them. 
 
Some serious conclusions have  been observed from dominant parenting: high aggression in younger children is evident; 
many, due to early aggression, lead to a future life of violence; aggression is evident in all associations the child has in 
life. 
 
Here are some typical statements and actions of dominant parents: 

• Rules are rules. You’re late – to bed with no supper. 
• I won’t stand for your back talk. Just do what I say. 
• You don’t need reasons when I tell you to do something. 

 
There are possible reactions by children who have dominant parents: 

• They rank low in self-esteem. They have little ability to conform to rules. 
• The rigid harshness of the parents breaks the spirit of the child and results in resistance –silence or rebellion. 
• The child usually does not want anything to do with the parent’s rules or values – he rejects them. 
• The child may be attracted to other children who rebel against parental and society’s rules. They often use drugs 

or become involved in illegal actions. 
• The child may be loud in demanding his rights. 
• In classes he may be disruptive to gain attention. 
 
The Neglectful Parent 

PARENTS LOVE AND SUPPORT FOR 
THEIR CHILDREN 

CONTROLLING CHILDREN BY 
LIMITS AND RULES 

Neglectful Low Low 
The neglectful parents tend to lack both loving support and control over children. They show an uncaring and 
immature attitude, lashing out at the children when irritated. These tend to isolate by excessive use of babysitters and 
to indulge in their own selfish activities. 
 
Children are seen as a bother – parents can be neglectful even when they are at home. In this environment children are 
robbed of the greatest factor a parent can give: emotional involvement and attachment. 
 
Studies reveal four reasons for this kind of parenting: the high divorce rate, an increase of mothers in the work force, 
excessive television watching, and an increasing mobile society. Here are some typical actions and statements made 
by neglectful parents: 

• Work it out for yourself…can’t you see I am busy? 
• No! I’m expected somewhere else…get your mother to help! 
• No, you can’t stay up…you wanted to stay up late last night…stay out of my way! 
• That’s your problem…I have to go to work! 
• Good grief! Can’t you be more careful 
• So you think  I’m stupid! That’s your problem…just get lost! 

 
       Here are some typical effects on children of neglectful parents: 

• The harshness and neglect tend to wound the child’s spirit causing rebellion 
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• Neglect teaches the child that they are not worth spending time with them 
• The child develops insecurity because parents are never predictable 
• The child may not develop a healthy self-esteem because he is not respected and has not learned self-control 
• Broken promises break the child’s spirit and lowers self-worth 
• The child tends to do poorly in school because he has little motivation 
 
The Permissive Parent 

PARENTS LOVE AND SUPPORT FOR 
THEIR CHILDREN 

CONTROLLING CHILDREN BY 
LIMITS AND RULES 

Permissive High Low 
 
Permissive parents tend to be warm, supportive people but weak in establishing and enforcing rules and limits for 
their children. They usually give in to their child’s demands. Even when the child is in trouble, they tend not to 
discipline, which affects in a negative way. 
 
Permissive parents are great supporters: giving, understanding, and very comforting. But this type of parenting is 
responsible for allowing a “brat” to develop. The following are typical of permissive parents: 

• Well, OK, you can stay up late this time. I know how much you like this program 
• You’re tired aren’t you? A paper route is a tough job. Sure, I will take you around again. 
• I hate to see you under so much school  pressure. Why not rest tomorrow…I will say you were sick 
• You didn’t hear me call you to supper? Well, that’s all right. I must not have called loud enough. Sit down. I 

don’t want you eating a cold dinner 
• Don’t get angry at me…you’re making a scene 
• Please try to hurry … Mommy will be late again if we don’t start soon 

 
These are possible reactions by children with permissive parents: 

• A child senses that he/she is in the driver’s seat and can play the parent accordingly 
• A child develops insecurity, like  leaning against a wall that appears to be firm, but falls over 
• A child may have little self-esteem because he has not learned to control himself and master personal 

disciplines 
• A child learns that because standards are not firm, he can manipulate around all rules 

 
The Loving and Firm Parent 

PARENTS LOVE AND SUPPORT FOR 
THEIR CHILDREN 

CONTROLLING CHILDREN BY 
LIMITS AND RULES 

Loving and Firm High High 
 
Loving and firm parents usually have well defined rules, limits and standards. They take the time to train and explain 
them to their children so they understand these limits. But they also give support and affection to the child (physically 
spending time with them, etc.). They are flexible, willing to listen to all the facts if a limit has been violated. The 
loving and firm parent is a healthy and balanced combination of the dominant and permissive parent. There is 
firmness, but affection. 
 
Here are some typical statements and actions by loving and firm parents: 

• You’re late again for dinner? How can we work this thing out? 
• I wish I could let you stay up late, but we agreed upon this time. Remember what you’ll be like tomorrow if 

you lose your sleep? 
• When we both cool off, we will talk about what needs to be done 
• You’re really stuck, aren’t you? I’ll help you this time, but let’s work out how you can get it done by yourself 

next time 
• You say all the others will be there. I want more information first 

 
Typical characteristics of children who have loving and firm parents: 

• The warm support and clearly defined limits builds self-respect 
• A child is more content when he has learned to control himself 
• He is more secure when he realizes that some limits are unbending and he understands why 
• Lines of communication are open with parents – there is less chance of the “rebellious teen years” 
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Children from loving and firm parents rank highest in self-respect, capacity to conform to authority, greater interest in 
parent’s faith in God and have a greater tendency not to join a rebellious group. 
 
 

Differences Between 
The Good Parent                        The Responsible Parent 

Parent’s Belief Possible Parental 
Behavior 

Possible Results 
For Child 

Parent’s Belief Possible Parental 
Behavior 

Possible Results 
For Child 

I must control Demands 
obedience. 

Rewards and 
punishments. 
Tries to insist 

parent is right and 
child is wrong. 

Rebels – must 
win or be right. 

Hides true 
feelings. Feels 
anxious. Seeks 

revenge. Feels life 
is unfair. Gives 
up. Evades, lies, 
steals; lacks self-

discipline 

I believe the child 
can make 
decisions 

Permits choices. 
Encourages 

Feels self-
confident; tries. 

Cooperates. 
Solves problems. 

Becomes 
resourceful. 

I am superior Pities child. Takes 
responsibility. 
Overprotects. 

Acts self-
righteous. Spoils 

child. Shames 
child. 

Learns to pity self 
and blame others. 
Criticizes others. 

Feels life is 
unfair. Feels 
inadequate. 

Expects others to 
give. Feels need 
to be superior. 

I am equal, not 
more or less 

worthwhile than 
others 

Believes in and 
respects child. 

Encourages 
independence. 

Gives choices and 
responsibility. 

Expects child to 
contribute. 

Develops self-
reliance and 

responsibility. 
Learns to make 

decisions. 
Respects self and 
others. Believes 

in equality. 

I am entitled; you 
owe me 

Is over-concerned 
with fairness. 

Gives with strings 
attached. 

Doesn’t truest 
others. Feels 

exploited. Learns 
to exploit others. 

I believe in 
mutual respect 

Promotes 
equality. 

Encourages 
mutual respect. 
Avoids making 
child feel guilty. 

Respects self and 
others. Has 

increased social 
feeling. Trusts 

others. 

I must be perfect  Demands 
perfection from 

all. Finds fault. Is 
over-concerned 

about what others 
think; pushes 

child to make self 
look good. 

Believes he/she is 
never good 

enough. Becomes 
perfectionist. 

Feels 
discouraged. 

Worries about 
other’s opinions. 

I am human. I 
have courage to 

be imperfect 

Sets realistic 
standards. 
Focuses on 
strengths. 

Encourages. Is 
not concerned 

with own image. 
Is patient. 

Focuses on task at 
hand, not on self-
evaluation. Sees 

mistakes as 
challenge to keep 

trying. Has 
courage to try 

new experiences. 
Is tolerant of 

others. 
I don’t count. 

Others are more 
important than I 

am  

Overindulges 
child. Becomes 

“slave.” Gives in 
to child’s 

demands. Feels 
guilty saying no. 

Expects to 
receive. Has poor 

social 
relationships. 

Does not respect 
rights of others. Is 

selfish 

I believe all 
people are 
important, 

including myself 

Encourages 
mutual respect 

and contribution. 
Refuses to be a 

“doormat.” 
Knows when to 

say no. 

Has good social 
relationships. 
Respects the 

rights of others. Is 
generous. 
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Heaven in the Home Series 
#5  Marriage: Honor and Purity Hebrews 13:4; 1 Cor. 7:1-9; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 
 
(Hebrews 13:4)  Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and 
all the sexually immoral. 
  
We need to discuss a sensitive issue today, and I can assure you I will be very aware of what is being said and how it is 
discussed. 
 
I heard a list some time ago of some topics that are sure to “draw a crowd.” Issues related to sexuality are a sure thing, I 
am told, and studies of the “end times” is also on the list. It only seems normal to assume that a sermon on whether there 
is “sex at the end of time” would really draw a crowd. 
 
I do feel a strong connection to the minister who was asked to speak on the subject of Sexuality at a ladies community 
group. He was a little embarrassed and stammered around when his wife asked him the subject he’d been assigned – she 
thought he said “sailing” when she asked for the topic. 
 
The next day his wife met a lady from the community group and she just went on and on about how good her husband’s 
talk went. “I’m a little surprised,” she said (thinking his subject had been sailing). “He’s only actually done it twice in his 
life.  The first time he lost his favorite hat, and the second time he threw up.” 

 
The erosion of marriage is a constant refrain in political debate and a legitimate concern for society in general.  
  
In God’s eyes, marriage is honorable. He established it at creation and has honored it ever since. In much of the world 
today, of course, marriage is anything but honored. A great many couples who marry do so as a temporary convenience, 
not as a social, much less a divine, requirement for their living together. 
  
Under relentless attack from every direction especially the Media portrayal of family on TV and in the movies and in 
magazines. cheapening of sexual intimacy; reality TV sleaze shows – auction off a bride or groom…government policy – 
marriage tax penalty…marriage is passé, out of date, no longer valid – we’ve evolved past needing it… 
  
For us, however, as Christians, this is not a matter of mere tolerance or benign approval of an institution, but a 
commitment to honor! 
  
Marriage can be held in honor in many ways.  

1. One is by the husband’s being the head. God is glorified in a family where the husband rules. “Christ is the 
head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman” (1 Cor. 11:3). “The husband is the head of the wife, as 
Christ also is the head of the church” (Eph. 5:23).  

2. Another way is a corollary of the first, namely, that wives be submissive to their husbands (1 Pet. 3:1, 6).  
(1 Peter 3:1)  "Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they 
may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives," 
 

3. A third way marriage is honored is by being regulated by mutual love and respect. “You husbands likewise, 
live with your wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor 
as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered” (v. 7).  

  
The concern of both husband and wife should center on the welfare and happiness of the other, on what can be given 
rather than on what can be obtained. 
 
Let marriage he held in honor among all may have been a reaction to certain ascetic influences in the early church that 
held celibacy to be a holier state than marriage.  
  
Paul warns that in the last days apostate teachers will “forbid marriage” (1 Tim. 4:3). But God holds marriage not only to 
be permissible, but honorable, and we are to have the same high regard for it. 
  
God honored marriage by establishing it. Jesus honored marriage by performing His first miracle at a wedding. The Holy 
Spirit honored marriage by using it to picture the church in the New Testament. The whole Trinity testifies that marriage 
is honorable. No person, therefore, is justified in disparaging marriage. 
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Hebrews 13 begins with strong counsel to each of us in regard to our relationships, and certainly the home is the first place 
where Christian love should be practiced (Heb. 13:4). A Christian home begins with a Christian marriage in the will of 
God. This means loyalty and purity.  
  
Sex outside of marriage is sinful and destructive. Sex within the protective bonds of marriage can be enriching and 
glorifying to God. Fornication is committed by unmarried persons and adultery by married persons. 
  
In these days, when sexual sins are paraded as entertainment in movies and on television, the church needs to take a stand 
for the purity of the marriage bond. A dedicated Christian home is the nearest thing to heaven on earth, and it starts with a 
Christian marriage. 
  
Scripture gives at least three reasons for marriage.  
1. One is the propagation of children.  
At creation, mankind was commissioned to “be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth” (Gen. 1:28).  
  
 2. Marriage is also provided as a means of preventing sexual sin.  
“Because of immoralities, let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband” (1 Cor. 7:2), Paul 
advises, and then goes on to counsel the unmarried and widows to marry if they do not have self-control (vv. 8-9).  
 
1 Cor 7:1 – 9: “Now for the matters you wrote about: It is good for a man not to marry.£  2But since there is so much 
immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband.  3The husband should fulfill his 
marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband.  4The wife’s body does not belong to her alone but also to 
her husband. In the same way, the husband’s body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife.  5Do not deprive each 
other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so 
that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.  6I say this as a concession, not as a command.  7I wish 
that all men were as I am. But each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that. 8Now to the 
unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I am.  9But if they cannot control themselves, 
they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn with passion.”  
 
3. Marriage is also provided for companionship.  
“God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him’” (Gen. 2:18). 
  
Bottom line, this is a call for us to take seriously what God has to say: 
• It’s a call for us to admit that our human attempts at propping up marriage and sexual purity have ended in disaster.  
• It’s a call to walk with God in the power of Spirit and His healing power offered us in His grace.  
• It’s a call to take seriously being a people of God and not just a bunch of church folks with a social agenda or a 

political bias.  
• It’s an “in our face” call to decide if we are going to be a people defined by God or by our times and social pressures.  
• It’s a call to be passionate – not only to make marriage work, but also to make it what God intended 
• It’s a call to be militant – understand there is a war over the soul of our social order 
• It’s a call to be faithful – our decisions have eternal consequence for ourselves and others 
• It’s a call to be obedient – in a world of “I’ll do my own thing and choose my own way” we march to the beat of the 

only real drummer! 
• It’s a call to be redemptive – We understand that we are to be salt and light in decay & darkness and that means we 

live differently than most! 
  
 (1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 NIV)  Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are 
living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. {2} For you know what instructions we 
gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. {3} It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual 
immorality; {4} that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, {5} not in 
passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; {6} and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or 
take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you. {7} For 
God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. {8} Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man 
but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit. 
  
ABSTAINING FROM SEXUAL SIN (4:3–8)  
Since the 1960s, when the modern sexual revolution really accelerated, Western society has had fewer and fewer rules 
governing sexual attitudes and behaviors. Freedom of sexual expression has in many ways become the cultural god that 
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rules over all the other idolatrous gods of postmodern culture. People want the right, for themselves and others, to express 
their sexual desires at any cost, even if that means aborting the unwanted child resulting from a sexual union or risking a 
sexually transmitted disease.  
  
Several obvious tenets constitute the world’s immoral, unscriptural outlook regarding sex. 1. First, people are basically 
good and all but the most heinous activities should be tolerated. Therefore, virtually any kind of consensual sexual activity 
is good (except for child molestation), especially if one views sex as merely a way to personal gratification. 
  
2. Second, since sexual activity is only a biological function (cf. 1 Cor. 6:13), it is normal and necessary to engage in it 
without placing on it any moral restrictions.  
  
3. Third, since “casual” sex is just another form of fun and pleasure, it is permissible to enjoy sexual activity 
recreationally, any time with any consenting partner.  
  
4. Fourth, fulfilling one’s sexual desire is a major goal in life, more important than developing meaningful personal 
relationships.  
5. Fifth, instant gratification is more important than delayed satisfaction. Therefore, having premarital sex is legitimate 
and preferable to waiting until marriage to have sex.  
  
6. Sixth, enjoyable sexual intercourse is the most important factor in establishing a good marital relationship. Therefore, 
the early stage of every romantic relationship should include sex. The couple should live together to determine sexual 
compatibility and fulfillment before they marry.  
 
Christians understand that those are the dogmas of society’s permissive sexual outlook. The apostle Paul could have 
recognized the same tendencies in his day because, if anything, the utterly pagan Greco-Roman culture he ministered in 
was more sexually perverse and debauched than contemporary Western culture.  
  
Thessalonica was part of that debased Greco-Roman culture. The city was rife with such sinful practices as fornication, 
adultery, homosexuality (including pedophilia), transvestism (men dressing like women), and a wide variety of 
pornographic and erotic perversions, all done with a seared conscience and society’s acceptance, hence with little or no 
accompanying shame or guilt.  
  
Unlike people in Western nations today, the Thessalonians grew up with no Christian tradition to support laws and 
standards that forbid the grosser manifestations of immorality. Pagan Greek society apparently did not have civil laws to 
prohibit immoral behavior.  
  
Further contributing to the sexually permissive environment in Thessalonica was the influence of the mystery religions 
that advocated ritual prostitution. They taught that if a follower engaged with a temple prostitute, he would be communing 
transcendentally with the deity the prostitute represented. For example, the Temple of Aphrodite on the Corinthian 
acropolis employed one thousand priestesses who were essentially religious prostitutes. Thus people did not consider 
fornication and adultery illegal or immoral; the idolatrous religions actually condoned them.  
  
For the Thessalonians, then, sexual sin was more customary and more tolerated than it is even by today’s standards. That 
reality provides a clearer perspective of Paul’s ministry at Thessalonica.  
When he, Silas, and Timothy planted the church there, they rescued people out of that pornographic society. Many of 
those new converts, who had lived in immorality, no doubt had mistresses, and many of the women likely engaged in 
harlotry.  
  
Their rather sudden entrance into the kingdom of God required the Thessalonians to break with their pagan background. 
That requirement presented them with strong challenges—old habits and the pressures from a wicked culture would seek 
to draw them away from their new life and back to the old. Paul, as their minister, was concerned enough to begin the 
exhortation portion of this epistle with commands regarding immoral conduct.  
  
What Kind of Sexual Conduct Does God Require?  
The will of God for Christians concerning proper sexual behavior is quite clear, namely, that they abstain from sexual 
immorality.   God wants believers to separate from all that is evil, fleshly, and impure.  
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In view of the permissive culture in Thessalonica, Paul considered abstention from sexual immorality to be the first 
priority in the Thessalonians’ devotion to sanctification. Any sexual activity that deviates from the monogamous 
relationship between a husband and a wife is immoral by God’s standard.  
  
Scripture makes it clear that people who habitually engage in sexual immorality thereby demonstrate that they are not 
Christians: “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Cor. 6:9–10).  
  
But that same chapter of 1 Corinthians also indicates that believers can sometimes commit sexual sins: Do you not know 
that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a 
prostitute? May it never be! Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute is one body with her? For 
He says, “The two shall become one flesh.” But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him. Flee 
immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body. Or do 
you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not 
your own? For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body. (6:15–20)  
  
How Can a Believer Be Sexually Moral?  
Paul gave them three timeless principles for maintaining sexual morality: the body should not control the believer; the 
believer should not act like the unbeliever; and the believer should not take advantage of others.  
  
Believers must maintain self-control over the desires of their flesh. Every Christian needs to know himself well, so as to 
understand his weaknesses and evil propensities. Christians must not lower themselves to a level of pagan sexual behavior 
determined merely by unthinking passions and uncontrolled fleshly urges. Because of their intimate relationship with a 
holy God, believers must not subject themselves to an ungodly society’s vast array of sexually immoral temptations (cf. 2 
Tim. 2:22; 1 John 2:15–16).  
  
They should never sexually take advantage of other believers. Whenever believers seek to satisfy their physical desires 
and gain sexual pleasure at the expense of another believer, they have violated this command.  
 
That Christians should strive to be sexually moral is in complete accord with God’s general plan for their lives. God 
effectually called them to salvation, He also called them to holiness. A life of impurity was inconsistent with believers’ 
high calling (Eph. 4:1).  
  
The practice of sexual sin violates the work of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It spurns the Lord’s will, 
disregards His purposes, defies His commands, rejects His love, and flouts and abuses His grace. Perhaps most frightening 
and sobering of all, those who engage in sexual immorality discount the reality of God’s righteous judgment against sin.  
 
If Tomorrow Never Comes 
     If I knew it would be the last time that I'd see you fall asleep, I would tuck you in more tightly and pray the Lord your 
soul to keep. If I knew it would be the last time that I see you walk out the door, I would give you a hug and kiss and call 
you back for one more.  
     If I knew it would be the last time I'd hear your voice lifted up in praise,  I would video tape each action and word, so I 
could play them back day after day. If I knew it would be the last time, I could spare an extra minute or two  
to stop and say "I love you," instead of assuming you would know I do. If I knew it would be the last time I would be 
there to share your day; well, I'm sure you'll have so many more so I can let just this one slip away.  
     For surely there's always tomorrow to make up for an oversight, and we always get a second chance to make 
everything right. There will always be another day to say our "I love you's," and certainly there's another chance to say our 
"Anything I can do's?"  
     But just in case I might be wrong, and today is all I get, I'd like to say how much I love you and I hope we never forget;  
Tomorrow is not promised to anyone, young or old alike; and today may be the last chance to get to hold your loved one 
tight... So if you're waiting for tomorrow, why not do it today? For if tomorrow never comes, you'll surely regret the day,  
    That you didn't take that extra time for a smile, a hug, or a kiss; and you were too busy to grant someone what turned 
out to be their one last wish.So hold your loved ones close today, whisper in their ear; tell them how much you love them 
and that you'll always hold them dear. Take time to say "I'm sorry," "please forgive me," "Thank you," or "It's okay."  
And if tomorrow never comes, you'll have no regrets about today. -- Author Unknown  
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Some additional comments 
SEX AND MARRIAGE!  
Sex was made for marriage, not vice versa.  Purposes of sex in marriage are twofold:  Procreational  and Relational. "Be 
fruitful and multiply" (Gen. 1:28).  Sex gets children and children need to be reared in a family environment.  
 
The relational aspect of sex is stated in that "God saw that it was not good for man to be alone" (Gen. 2:18). Here we 
come to the most profound meaning of sex: it is designed to contribute to and reinforce this total oneness of husband and 
wife. There is no greater uniting effect than through the sexual act of marriage.  
 
Sexual activity is uniting in any relationship, even a wrong one, as Paul pointed out (1 Corinthians 6:16)  "Do you not 
know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, "The two will become one 
flesh.""). Sex involves not only the physical, but the emotional; therefore the "whole" person is greatly involved.  
 
Sins Harming Marriage 
Premarital sex 
(Matthew 19:4-6)  ""Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' {5} 
and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 
flesh'? {6} So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate."" 
 
(Acts 15:29)  "You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from 
sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things. Farewell." 
 
(1 Corinthians 7:1-2)  "Now for the matters you wrote about: It is good for a man not to marry. {2} But since there is so 
much immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband." 
 
(Galatians 5:19-21)  "The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; {20} 
idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions {21} and envy; 
drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of 
God." 
 
Homosexuality 
Homosexuals want our children to believe their relationships are acceptable. 
(Romans 1:26-27)  "Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations 
for unnatural ones. {27} In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with 
lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their 
perversion." 
 
(1 Corinthians 6:9-10)  "Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 
Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders {10} nor thieves 
nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God." 
 
Adultery 
(Proverbs 6:32)  "But a man who commits adultery lacks judgment; whoever does so destroys himself." 
 
(Matthew 5:28)  "But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his 
heart." 
 
(Hebrews 13:4)  "Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer 
and all the sexually immoral." 
 
Paul gives the solution in (1 Corinthians 6:11)  "And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God." 
 
DON'T COMMIT ADULTERY 
When God says, “You will not commit adultery” he is giving us a word to live by. Not just those of us who are married. 
Not just those who have problems in marriage. It is a word for all of us to live by. This word to live by affirms that all of 
us are stakeholders in certain covenants and boundaries. And when those covenants and boundaries are broken, we are all 
affected.   
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But even though we know that boundaries and covenants such as sexual purity and marital fidelity ought to be respected, 
they are constantly ignored. Why is that? It may be that we have bought into some really bad ideas about sex . . .  
 
1. Sex as a commodity. Sex sells. Why does the poster for welding equipment feature a woman in a bikini? That’s not 
proper attire for welding. We know why. We have been taught that sex sells. The sports car does not come with the 
beautiful girl, but men buy the sports car anyway. We have been taught that sex sells. Sex has become a commodity. The 
buying and selling of sexuality is not limited to prostitution. Victoria’s Secret does not sell underwear. It sells sexuality.  
 
We are always pressured to buy the lie. The cosmetic surgery industry is growing at an astonishing rate. The goal is to 
enhance features of the human anatomy to make one sexy and youthful. Sex sells. It is good business. Pharmaceuticals to 
enhance and effect sexual ability are also a growing industry. It is just good business.  
Sex and scandals involving sex make for good ratings. And if a few boundaries have to be crossed to make a dollar, well 
what’s the harm? If people don’t like it, they wouldn’t buy it. X-Mart and the other “Adult” stores in our area perpetuate 
the bad idea that sex is something with a price tag.  
 
God didn’t intend for sex to be merchandise. Sex and sexuality are powerful forces, much more powerful than capitalism 
and consumerism. When sex is regarded as a commodity, people just might break the rules to “get it.”  
 

2. Sex as an idol. God has already given us a word to live by regarding idolatry. Throughout history, people have 
carved images of sex gods. Sex has been worshipped and humans have submitted to sex as a power for ages. But 
that mythological nonsense is all in the past yes? We don’t have temples to sex gods and goddesses anymore, do 
we? Not with bricks and mortar, no. But we do build shrines of electronic lights and pixels. Pornography is a real 
power that can work its “magic” in someone’s life as effectively as any force. We like to think that we can control 
our idols, but in the end they tend to dominate us.  
 

God made sex as something good. It is part of who we are, but like all things in the creation, it is not something to be 
worshipped. Sex and human sexuality do have power – that’s why certain boundaries will be crossed; the power compels 
it. All such powers are not necessarily evil, but they (like us) need to be redeemed for God’s purposes.  
 
3. Sex as (nothing more than) a personal choice. Even if we aren’t gratuitous or shocking, talking about sex publicly 
can be uncomfortable. That’s part of our problem. Although sex is a very intimate subject and does have something to do 
with our private world, we can go to the extreme of making it so private and personal that we no longer have anything to 
say about it publicly. And yet, that’s what this word from God is all about. God is affirming that there are certain societal 
covenants and boundaries that must be respected by all of us when it comes to sex.  
 
This is what the marriage ceremony is all about. We are affirming as a people (single and married) a public statement 
about human sexuality. This is why the arguments about the definition of marriage are so fierce. It isn’t merely personal 
choice. If I go into my neighbor’s back yard and move the fence simply because I wanted it moved I am going to have a 
fight on my hands. Likewise, the ancient boundaries and covenants are not casually tampered with.  
 
So it is doesn’t really work when we trample on marital fidelity and dismiss the breaking of covenants as a matter of 
personal choice. God intended sex to be something that everyone respects and when everyone doesn’t respect it the way 
God does, it is cheapened.  
 
God cares a lot more about sex than we do. Wait, that doesn’t seem right, does it? Isn’t God really sort of testy and 
prudish? Doesn’t God intend to ultimately do away with sex? Isn’t sex just a necessary evil so that we can have babies 
who will grow up and worship God?  
 
No. God considers sex to be something very valuable and good – after all it is his idea. It is a fundamental part of the 
created order. He made male and female in his image.  
 
Often, God has much more respect and concern about sex than we do. If we really claim that we regard sex so highly then 
why do we tend to regard sex as casual and recreational? Why do we cheapen it by labeling it as “hooking up or a quick 
romp?” A man and a woman might have a one-time sexual encounter and just to make sure there’s no misunderstanding, 
they check with other to make sure that “it didn’t mean anything.” That’s not a very high view of sex, is it?  
 
God also cares about our bodies. He isn’t simply interested in saving our souls – he treats us as total beings and the fact 
that Jesus was risen from the dead in a new body teaches us that God cares about the sort of things we do with our bodies.  
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According to God, sex unites two people with bodies and makes them one (Genesis 2). That’s a high view of sex. 
Adultery is just one activity that doesn’t fit into that view of sex. If two people are one flesh, there are problems when a 
third is involved.  
 
So if we respect the physical boundaries, then there’s no problem right? Not quite. God respects sex so much that he made 
it a matter than involves our hearts as well as our bodies. Jesus understood this. "You have heard that it was said, 'Do not 
commit adultery.' But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his 
heart." (Matthew 5:27-28)  
 
Jesus is teaching us that sex is related to our character. It has something to do with the purity of our heart. This applies to 
married and single people. We all have a stake in keeping the boundaries.  
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Heaven in the Home Series 
#6  Removing the Guilt and Shame 
 
(Hebrews 10:19-22)  “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 
{20} by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, {21} and since we have a great priest 
over the house of God, {22} let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.” 
 
Suppose the believer sins. What then? 
 
You would think that Satan, having led the person into sin, would then leave him to suffer the consequences; but this is 
not what happens. Satan has one more stratagem that can make the disobedient Christian doubly defeated.  
 
We read about it in Zechariah 3:1-7: “Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, 
and Satan standing at his right side to accuse him. {2} The LORD said to Satan, "The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The 
LORD, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?" {3} Now Joshua 
was dressed in filthy clothes as he stood before the angel. {4} The angel said to those who were standing before him, 
"Take off his filthy clothes." Then he said to Joshua, "See, I have taken away your sin, and I will put rich garments on 
you." {5} Then I said, "Put a clean turban on his head." So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him, while the 
angel of the LORD stood by. {6} The angel of the LORD gave this charge to Joshua: {7} "This is what the LORD 
Almighty says: 'If you will walk in my ways and keep my requirements, then you will govern my house and have charge of 
my courts, and I will give you a place among these standing here. 
 
When you and I have disobeyed God, Satan moves in for that finishing stroke. He attacks us in our heart and conscience. 
"So you are a Christian! You go to church, you read your Bible, you even seek to serve the Lord. And look what you have 
done! If your friends at church knew what kind of a person you really were, they would throw you out!" 
 
See how subtle and merciless Satan really is. Before we sin---while he is tempting us---he whispers, "You can get away 
with this!" Then after we sin, he shouts at us, "You will never get away with this!" 
 
When Satan talks to you about God, he lies. But when he talks to God about you, he sometimes tells the truth! He is "the 
accuser of our brethren." He has access to heaven, to the very throne of God’ and there he reminds God of the condition of 
his saints. You and I know about this accusation because we feel it in our own heart and conscience. 
 

• "See what Abraham just did! He lied about his wife!"  
• "Did you see what David did! He committed adultery with his neighbor’s wife, and then killed her husband! 

Judge him! Judge him!" 
• "Were you listening God? Did you just hear Peter curse and swear and deny your Son three times? Are you going 

to let him get away with that?" 
 
It is important that we learn to distinguish between Satan’s accusations and the Spirit’s conviction. A feeling of guilt 
and shame is a good thing if it comes from the Spirit of God. If we listen to the devil, it will only lead to regret and 
remorse and defeat. 
 
When the Spirit of God convicts you, he uses the Word of God in love and seeks to bring you back into fellowship with 
your Father. When Satan accuses you, he uses your own sins in a hateful way, and he seeks to make you feel helpless and 
hopeless: 

• Judas listened to the devil and went out and hanged himself.  
• Peter looked at the face of Jesus and wept bitterly, but later came back into fellowship with Christ. 

 
(2 Corinthians 7:8-11 NIV)  Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret it--I see 
that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while-- {9} yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but 
because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in 
any way by us. {10} Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow 
brings death. {11} See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear 
yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At every 
point you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter. 
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When you listen to the devil’s accusations (all of which may be true), you open yourself up to despair and spiritual 
paralysis. "My situation is hopeless!" I have heard more than one Christian exclaim, "I’m too far gone---the Lord could 
never take me back." When you have that helpless, hopeless feeling, you can be sure Satan is accusing you. 
 
(Joel 2:12-13 NIV)  'Even now,' declares the LORD, 'return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and 
mourning.' {13} Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. 
 

1. It’s too late! I’ve waited too long! (now: vs. 12) 
2. Don’t it before! (13: heart not garment (internal vs. external) 
3. God’s written me off! (13b) 

 
Satan wants you to feel guilty. He wants you to experience regret and remorse, but not repentance. He wants to focus your 
attention on yourself and your sins. If once you look away by faith to Jesus Christ, you will repent, confess your sins, and 
find cleansing and restoration of fellowship.  
 
As long as you are feeling guilty, you are under indictment and you are moving farther and farther from the Lord. True 
conviction from the Spirit will move you closer to the Lord. 
 
Paul had a situation like that in the church at Corinth. One of the members had fallen into sin (having sexual relations with 
his step-mother) and had refused to repent and make things right with God and the church.  
 
In 1 Corinthians 5, Paul told the church to discipline that man; and apparently they did, for Paul wrote,   
(2 Corinthians 2:6-10)  {6} The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient for him. {7} Now instead, you 
ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. {8} I urge you, therefore, to 
reaffirm your love for him. {9} The reason I wrote you was to see if you would stand the test and be obedient in 
everything. {10} If you forgive anyone, I also forgive him. And what I have forgiven--if there was anything to forgive--I 
have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake…” 
 
At first, when this sin was detected, the Corinthian believers were very complacent and refused to act. Paul’s letter 
shocked them into their senses; but then they went to the other extreme and made it so hard on the offender that they 
would not forgive him! So Paul had to counsel them, 
 
Excessive guilt and sorrow can only lead to depression, despair, and defeat.

A true story that reflects what Satan does when something terrible (rape, incest, etc.) is committed against us: 
 
Rebecca Thompson fell twice from the Fremont Canyon Bridge. She died both times. The first fall broke her heart; 
the second broke her neck.  
 
She was only eighteen years of age when she and her eleven-year-old sister were abducted by a pair of hoodlums near a 
store in Casper, Wyoming. They drove the girls forty miles southwest to the Fremont Canyon Bridge, a one-lane, steel-
beamed structure rising 112 feet above the North Platte River.  
 
The men brutally beat and raped Rebecca. She somehow convinced them not to do the same to her sister Amy. Both 
were thrown over the bridge into the narrow gorge. Amy died when she landed on a rock near the river, but Rebecca 
slammed into a ledge and was ricocheted into deeper water.  
 
With a hip fractured in five places, she struggled to the shore. To protect her body from the cold, she wedged herself 
between two rocks and waited until the dawn.  
 
But the dawn never came for Rebecca. Oh, the sun came up, and she was found. The physicians treated her wounds, and 
the courts imprisoned her attackers. Life continued, but the dawn never came.  
 
The blackness of her night of horrors lingered. She was never able to climb out of the canyon. So in September 1992, 
nineteen years later, she returned to the bridge.  
 
Against her boyfriend’s pleadings, she drove seventy miles-per-hour to the North Platte River. With her two-year-old 
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daughter and boyfriend at her side, she sat on the edge of the Fremont Canyon Bridge and wept. Through her tears she 
retold the story. The boyfriend didn’t want the child to see her mother cry, so he carried the toddler to the car.  
 
That’s when he heard her body hit the water.  
 
And that’s when Rebecca Thompson died her second death. The sun never dawned on Rebecca’s dark night. Why? What 
eclipsed the light from her world?  
 
Fear? Perhaps. She had testified against the men, pointing them out in the courtroom. One of the murderers had taunted 
her by smirking and sliding his finger across his throat. On the day of her death, the two had been up for parole. Perhaps 
the fear of a second encounter was too great.  
 
Was it anger? Anger at her rapists? Anger at the parole board? Anger at herself for the thousand falls in the thousand 
nightmares that followed? Or anger at God for a canyon that grew ever deeper and a night that grew ever blacker and a 
dawn that never came?  
 
Was it guilt? Some think so. Despite Rebecca’s attractive smile and appealing personality, friends say that she struggled 
with the ugly fact that she had survived and her little sister had not.  
 
Was it shame? Everyone she knew and thousands she didn’t had heard the humiliating details of her tragedy. The stigma 
was tattooed deeper with the newspaper ink of every headline. She had been raped. She had been violated. She had been 
shamed. And try as she might to outlive and outrun the memory … she never could.  
 
So nineteen years later she went back to the bridge.  
 
Canyons of shame run deep. Gorges of never-ending guilt. Walls ribboned with the greens and grays of death. Unending 
echoes of screams. Put your hands over your ears. Splash water on your face. Stop looking over your shoulder. Try as 
you might to outrun yesterday’s tragedies—their tentacles are longer than your hope. They draw you back to the bridge 
of sorrows to be shamed again and again and again.  
 
If it was your fault, it would be different. If you were to blame, you could apologize. If the tumble into the canyon was 
your mistake, you could respond. But you weren’t a volunteer. You were a victim.  
 
Sometimes your shame is private. Pushed over the edge by an abusive spouse. Molested by a perverted parent. 
Seduced by a compromising superior. No one else knows. But you know. And that’s enough.  
 
Sometimes it’s public. Branded by a divorce you didn’t want. Contaminated by a disease you never expected. Marked 
by a handicap you didn’t create. And whether it’s actually in their eyes or just in your imagination, you have to deal 
with it—you are marked: a divorcee, an invalid, an orphan, an AIDS patient.  
 
Whether private or public, shame is always painful. And unless you deal with it, it is permanent. Unless you get help—
the dawn will never come.  
 
You’re not surprised when I say there are Rebecca Thompsons in every city and Fremont Bridges in every town. And 
there are many Rebecca Thompsons in the Bible. So many, in fact, that it almost seems that the pages of Scripture are 
stitched together with their stories. You’ve met many in this book. Each acquainted with the hard floor of the canyon of 
shame.  
 
My little children, I am writing these things to you that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 1 John 2:1 
 
Our Lord finished his work on earth and returned to heaven to take up his unfinished work. What is that work? Perfecting 
his children and preparing them for glory. 
 
This perfecting ministry has two aspects to it. As our High Priest, Jesus Christ intercedes for us and provides the grace 
that we need when we are tested and tempted. If by faith we turn to him and come to the throne of grace, he will see us 
through to victory. But if we yield to temptation and sin, then he ministers as our Advocate to forgive us and restore us to 
fellowship once again. 
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(1 John 1:8-10 NIV)  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. {9} If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. {10} If we claim we have 
not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. 
 
(1 John 2:1-2)  “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who 
speaks to the Father in our defense--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. {2} He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not 
only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.” 
 
But there is one woman whose story embodies them all. A story of failure. A story of abuse. A story of shame.  
And a story of grace.  
 
That’s her, the woman standing in the center of the circle. Those men around her are religious leaders. Pharisees, they 
are called. Self-appointed custodians of conduct. And the other man, the one in the simple clothes, the one sitting on the 
ground, the one looking at the face of the woman, that’s Jesus.  
 
Jesus has been teaching. The woman has been cheating.  And the Pharisees are out to stop them both.  

 
“Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery” (John 8:4 NIV). The accusation rings off the 
courtyard walls. “Caught in the act of adultery.” The words alone are enough to make you blush. Doors 
slammed open. Covers jerked back. “In the act.” In the arms. In the moment. In the embrace.  
 
“Caught.” Aha! What have we here? This man is not your husband. Put on some clothes! We know what to do with 
women like you!  
 
In an instant she is yanked from private passion to public spectacle. Heads poke out of windows as the posse pushes her 
through the streets. Dogs bark. Neighbors turn. The city sees. Clutching a thin robe around her shoulders, she hides her 
nakedness.  
 
But nothing can hide her shame.  
 
From this second on, she’ll be known as an adulteress. When she goes to the market, women will whisper. When she 
passes, heads will turn. When her name is mentioned, the people will remember.  
 
Moral failure finds easy recall.  
 
The greater travesty, however, goes unnoticed. What the woman did is shameful, but what the Pharisees did is 
despicable. According to the law, adultery was punishable by death, but only if two people witnessed the act. There had 
to be two eyewitnesses.  
 
Question: How likely are two people to be eyewitnesses to adultery? What are the chances of two people stumbling 
upon an early morning flurry of forbidden embraces? Unlikely. But if you do, odds are it’s not a coincidence.  
 
So we wonder. How long did the men peer through the window before they barged in? How long did they lurk behind 
the curtain before they stepped out?  
 
And what of the man? Adultery requires two participants. What happened to him? Could it be that he slipped out?  
 
The evidence leaves little doubt. It was a trap. She’s been caught. But she’ll soon see that she is not the catch—she’s only 
the bait.  
 
“The law of Moses commands that we stone to death every woman who does this. What do you say we should do?” (v. 
5).  
 
Pretty cocky, this committee of high ethics. Pretty proud of themselves, these agents of righteousness. This will be a 
moment they long remember, the morning they foil and snag the mighty Nazarene.  
 
As for the woman? Why, she’s immaterial. Merely a pawn in their game. Her future? It’s unimportant. Her reputation? 
Who cares if it’s ruined? She is a necessary, yet dispensable, part of their plan.  
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The woman stares at the ground. Her sweaty hair dangles. Her tears drip hot with hurt. Her lips are tight, her jaw is 
clenched. She knows she’s been framed. No need to look up. She’ll find no kindness. She looks at the stones in their 
hands. Squeezed so tightly that fingertips turn white.  
 
She thinks of running. But where? She could claim mistreatment. But to whom? She could deny the act, but she was 
seen. She could beg for mercy, but these men offer none.  
 
The woman has nowhere to turn.  
 
You’d expect Jesus to stand and proclaim judgment on the hypocrites. He doesn’t. You’d hope that he would snatch 
the woman and the two would be beamed to Galilee. That’s not what happens either. You’d imagine that an angel 
would descend or heaven would speak or the earth would shake. No, none of that.  
 
Once again, his move is subtle.  
 
But, once again, his message is unmistakable.  
 
What does Jesus do? (If you already know, pretend you don’t and feel the surprise.)  Jesus writes in the sand.  
He stoops down and draws in the dirt. The same finger that engraved the commandments on Sinai’s peak and 
seared the warning on Belshazzar’s wall now scribbles in the courtyard floor. And as he writes, he speaks: “Anyone 
here who has never sinned can throw the first stone at her” (v. 7).  
 
The young look to the old. The old look in their hearts. They are the first to drop their stones. And as they turn to leave, 
the young who were cocky with borrowed convictions do the same. The only sound is the thud of rocks and the shuffle of 
feet.  
 
Jesus and the woman are left alone. With the jury gone, the courtroom becomes the judge’s chambers, and the woman 
awaits his verdict. Surely, a sermon is brewing. No doubt, he’s going to demand that I apologize. But the judge doesn’t 
speak. His head is down, perhaps he’s still writing in the sand. He seems surprised when he realizes that she is still there.  
 
“Woman, where are they? Has no one judged you guilty?”  
 
She answers, “No one, sir.”  
 
Then Jesus says, “I also don’t judge you guilty. You may go now, but don’t sin anymore” (vv. 10–11).  
 
If you have ever wondered how God reacts when you fail, frame these words and hang them on the wall. Read them. 
Ponder them. Drink from them. Stand below them and let them wash over your soul.  
 
Or better still, take him with you to your canyon of shame. Invite Christ to journey with you back to the Fremont Bridge 
of your world. Let him stand beside you as you retell the events of the darkest nights of your soul. 
 
And then listen. Listen carefully. He’s speaking. “I don’t judge you guilty.” And watch. Watch carefully. He’s writing. 
He’s leaving a message. Not in the sand, but on a cross. Not with his hand, but with his blood. His message has two 
words: Not guilty.  
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Heaven in the Home Series 
#7 “Living Among the Samaritans” John 4:16-18 
 
    At a critical point in Jesus' discussion with the Samaritan woman at the well, He asked her to go and bring her husband. 
When she answered that she had no husband, Jesus said, "You have well said,  ‘I have no husband'; for you have had five 
husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; this you have said truly" (4:17, 18). Mangled marriages 
and crumbled commitments littered her past and sabotaged her future. One fact was certain: Her life was out of control. 
   We can only speculate about whether or not the woman at the well was typical of the people in the town of Sychar. Did 
her situation raise the eyebrows of the townspeople, or did her lifestyle make her an average citizen? We probably will 
never know.  
   However, in this study we want to reflect on the implications of living in a society today where the experience of the 
Samaritan woman has become commonplace.  
   Present trends indicate that 50 percent of all new marriages in the U.S. will end in divorce. Although polygamy is 
outlawed in America, we are surrounded by "serial polygamy," the practice of having many mates one at a time. Most 
disturbing of all is the way we see the church becoming so much like the culture in which we live.  
   For this reason, it is important that we linger at the well in Samaria and seek the message of the Scriptures for ourselves 
as a people "living among the Samaritans." 
   To live successfully among the "Samaritans" of our day, we first need some solid information. This is not the destination 
of our journey today, but it is the essential first stop. 
  
A DOUBLE COMMITMENT  
   Sometimes when I am talking with a couple who are considering a breakup of their marriage, I will hear them make 
statements like this: "We are miserable in this relationship and would be much happier out of it. Why should we stay in a 
marriage that is so much work? After all, who stays together these days anyway?"  
   Implied in these words is the belief that we cannot expect any more of Christians than we can expect of the rest of the 
world. Such an idea is a devil's lie, for the Scriptures unapologetically teach a higher standard of behavior for Christians. 
   Concerning God's standard for believers, Paul declared, “I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; 
I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters; for then 
you would have to go out of the world. But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he should 
be an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler--not even to eat with such a 
one. For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church? But those who are 
outside, God judges. Remove the wicked man from among yourselves” (1 Corinthians 5:9-13). 
   An obvious "double standard" is seen in these verses. Christians are not to associate with immoral Christians, but they 
are permitted to associate with immoral non-Christians. Why? Because much more is expected of Christians.  
   When a Christian seeks to justify his behavior by saying, "Everyone else is doing it," we must respond, "Yes, but God 
expects more from us than He does from them, because we are Christians!" 
   When Paul wrote his letter to the Romans, he devoted the first eleven chapters to doctrinal teaching and issues. Then he 
began to address behavioral issues with these words: “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, 
that which is good and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:1-2). 
   J. B. Phillips' well-known translation of this verse is "Don't let the world press you into its mold." The world is one way, 
and Christians are to be something else. Devotion to God, not acceptance by the world, is to be the pursuit of our lives. 
   Paul again set in contrast the way of the world and the way of the Christian when he wrote about the "works of the 
flesh" and the "fruit of the Spirit": “Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 
idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, 
carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law” (Galatians 5:19-23). 
   The difference between the way a child of God lives and the way a child of this world lives is absolute; they are to 
follow two completely different roads.  
   What should surprise us is not that we are different and out-of-step with our culture; what should surprise and concern 
us is when we find ourselves being just like everyone else around us! Did you notice how much the "deeds of the flesh" 
and the "fruit of the Spirit apply to marriage?  
   We would expect, therefore, that the Christian approach to marriage and the non-Christian approach to marriage have 
little in common. 
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 A LIFETIME COMMITMENT  
   Malachi wrote about God's hatred toward divorce: "'I hate divorce,' says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘and him who 
covers his garment with wrong,' says the Lord of hosts. ‘So take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously'" 
(Malachi 2:16).  
   Be careful that you do not misread that verse. It does not say that God hates divorced people; it says that God hates 
divorce!  
   In the eyes of God, divorce is breaking a covenant; it is forsaking a commitment. In addition to that, it is tearing apart
something that God Himself put together in the first place. Jesus said, "What therefore God has joined together, let no 
man separate" (Mark 10:9).  
   God's plan for people since ‘the beginning of time has been one man for one woman for life. He knows it is not easy, 
and it is seldom the way of the world, but He knows that it is best. Consequently, He calls His people to live by that high 
standard. 
   Paul proclaimed this same standard in the immoral setting of first-century Corinth (1 Corinthians 7:10-16). He called on 
Corinthian disciples whose mates had not become Christians to remain in their marriages.  
   Such relationships were surely difficult, and many were probably saying that it would be better for the Christians to get 
away from the influence of their pagan mates.  
   Even in trying situations, Paul insisted that the right thing for these Christians to do was to remain in their marriages and
honor the covenants they had made. Again, God holds His children to a rigorously high standard.  
   No matter what the world is doing, God expects His children to remain true to their marriage vows. 
 
A COMMUNITY COMMITMENT 
   Siiren Kierkegaard, a Danish philosopher, once wrote, "There is no lack of information in a Christian land; something 
else is lacking, and this is a something which the one man cannot directly communicate to the other.” 
   While getting the right information is the beginning of how we cope with living among the Samaritans, "something else 
is lacking." No one I have known has entered a marriage expecting to get a divorce. Even secular love songs on the radio 
use the words "forever" and "always."  
   I often do premarital counseling with college-age couples. When we talk about divorce, I know what they will tell me 
before they ever open their mouths. "We don't believe in divorce," they will confidently affirm. "For us divorce is not an 
option." Why do so many couples end up getting divorced if they know better when they start the marriage? Obviously, 
something more than information is lacking. 
   The missing ingredient in faltering marriages, I believe, is the church. In the first place, it is a community where people 
stay together, providing a positive sort of peer pressure. Every time we come together we see people who have stayed 
together for fifty or sixty years, and seeing them gives us courage.  
   Even struggling marriages encourage us, because they show us that people are willing to work hard to strengthen their 
marriages. 
   The church is also crucial to the marriage commitment because it provides a larger family within which our families can 
live, struggle, be nurtured, and survive.  
   Too often, I fear, American Christians look upon the church as an information center for marriage, but little more. That 
mentality looks to the church for teaching, for seminars and workshops where we can go to get information that we then 
take home and try to implement in isolation from the rest of the church. A more biblical model is to let our marriages be 
part of a larger community. 
   In writing to Titus, Paul described the way the church should be a center for family training, with the older women 
teaching the younger women how to be Christian wives and mothers (Titus 2:1-5).  
   When a church is working in that way, those who are young or immature have access to the much needed resources of 
age, experience, and support. When trouble comes, everyone shares the anguish and rallies to the aid of those in need. 
When neglect or abuse occurs, "family members" step in and hold individuals accountable for their behavior, and they 
help the couple work through the problem.  
   I am always encouraged when I hear someone say of a church, "They stood by us in our darkest hour and walked with 
us through the struggle. They were family to us!" 
   If such essential relationships are to flourish in the church, couples must take responsibility for seeing that they connect 
with the support they are going to need.    For one thing, they need to seek out older, more experienced couples whose 
marriages they admire. They need to invite their mentors into their homes for meals and find ways to spend time with 
these people who can provide wise and gentle counsel and encouraging support.  
   Couples should work to build a strong network of Christian friends before trouble ever starts. Once a marriage is in 
crisis, it is virtually impossible to develop the kind of mutual friendships that every marriage needs. The preacher in 
Ecclesiastes advised young people, "Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and 
the years draw near when you will say, ‘I have no delight in them (Eccl. 12:1). The time to prepare for trouble is before it 
happens, and the time to work on a supportive network for your marriage is before difficulties arise. 


