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Jesus Is Good News Series 
#1 He Cares About Us  1 Peter 5:6-7 

 
 

1 Peter 5:6-7: "Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the 
proper time,{7} casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you." 
 
An Introduction to the series 
Each of us has been in the position of talking with someone and having them present the dilemma of 
having both "good news" and "bad news" and jokingly asking us which one we want first. 
 
Bad news in real life is no joke.  
 
We seem to emphasize the bad news most of the time, don't we? Look at today's newspaper and count 
how many stories deal with bad news. 
 
We also tend to focus on the bad news in our own lives. When we reflect on a day's activities, do we 
remember more vividly the good deeds we accomplished or the blunders we committed? When we 
receive comments from others on something we’ve done, do we remember the many compliments or the 
one criticism? 
 
What would be “good news” for our world? The end of warfare? The elimination of disease? Financial 
stability for all? 
 
What would be good news for you personally? A raise in salary? A new house? Your favorite sports team 
winning an important championship? 
 
The New Testament says that Jesus is good news (the word "gospel" means "good news"): 
(Mark 1:1)  The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 
(Romans 1:9)  God, whom I serve with my whole heart in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness 
how constantly I remember you 
 
But in a world that seems to have overdosed on bad news, the meaning of this claim is not obvious to 
everyone.  It is only fair to ask, "How is Jesus good news?" 
 
The answer may not be immediately apparent just by looking at religion. Religion has its share of bad 
news: 
· The religious world is rocked by a new scandal or by someone's new outlandish claim 
· Some people would say that most religion in the name of Jesus is little more than a "pain in the neck" 
· Having seen what goes on in the name of Jesus, many are looking elsewhere.  
· The interest shown by many in Eastern religions and New Age thought stems from the perception that 
Christianity has been tried and found wanting 
 
In addition, Jesus is not good news in the way that many might think, expect, or want: 
· For instance, Jesus never promised that His followers would escape the material woes that plague 
mankind  
· Although Jesus healed many during His ministry on earth, He never promised the elimination of disease 
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· He said that there would be "wars and rumors of wars" in our world (Mark 13:7). 
· He warned His followers that they would be beaten, persecuted and lied about, and confronted with 
severe trials (Matthew 6:11; 10:1ff) 
 
We see that the good news of Jesus is not the glitzy health-and-wealth gospel foisted upon us by TV 
evangelist today  
 
The question remains and is indeed a legitimate one:  
1. How is Jesus good news?  
2. Do the words and life of this teacher have anything to offer you and me?  
3. What good news can I get for my struggles from a man who was executed as a criminal over 20 
centuries ago? 
 
Jesus is good news. He is good news in the most significant ways  It is simple in that it deals with the 
basics, cutting to the heart of our life situations without compromise or superficiality. It is also complex in 
that it touches the entire spectrum of personal, relational, and spiritual needs that everyone could possibly 
have. 
 
Jesus is God News Because…He Cares For Us 
We live in a depersonalized society, where closeness and intimacy are not highly prized and definitely not 
the thinking of the "rugged individualist."  
 
But it’s also true that our society is beset with lonely and alienated people. It’s not hard to understand why 
this is true: 

- We have busy lives, are suspicious of others, and move so frequently that we don’t always 
develop close relationships 

- Most drive to work in self-contained cars 
- Even in crowded neighborhoods or in standing-room-only circumstances we can go for days 

without speaking to anyone significantly 
 
We’ve progressed from a "I don’t want to get involved" way of thinking to one that choose rather to 
ignore not just the problems of other people but those people as well. 
 
In his book, The Yoke of Christ, Elton Trueblood quotes a letter from a school girl who probes the depth 
of her soul. She writes, "I've been thinking much this year about the importance of caring, of the passion 
of life. I've often realized that it takes courage to care. Caring is dangerous. It leaves you open to hurt and 
to looking like a fool. And perhaps it's because they have been hurt so often that people are afraid to care. 
You can't die if you're not alive. And then who would rather be a stone? I have found many places in my 
own life where I keep a secret store of indifference as a sort of self-protection." That's a penetrating 
insight -- a secret store of indifference. We're to care, because Christ cared -- even though it means a 
cross."  
   "This then is the advice to give anybody who never wants to be hurt: don't care! Don't care and then 
nobody can ever say, "I told you so." Don't care and you cannot be wounded because of the caring. If you 
don't want to be hurt, don't marry, then you can't lose. If you never want to be hurt, don't have a child. A 
child whom you love so much could be a terrible disappointment.  
   "If you never want to be hurt, don't enter the church. Even this redemptive fellowship, on which Christ 
depends, can itself be disappointing and manifestly unworthy. Don't care and then you will be safe. But 
those who take this road to safety pay a heavy price, the price of turning their backs upon all of the best 
things in life." 
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1 Peter 5:6-7: "Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the 
proper time,{7} casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you." 
 
He had already admonished the saints to be submissive to government authorities (1 Peter 2:13-17), the 
slaves to submit to their masters (1 Peter 2:18-25), and the wives to their husbands (1 Peter 3:1-7). Now 
he commanded all of the believers to submit to God and to each other. 
 
The younger believers should submit to the older believers, not only out of respect for their age, but also 
out of respect for their spiritual maturity. Not every “senior saint” is a mature Christian, of course, 
because quantity of years is no guarantee of quality of experience. This is not to suggest that the older 
church members “run the church” and never listen to the younger members! Too often there is a 
generation war in the church, with the older people resisting change, and the younger people resisting the 
older people! 
 
The solution is twofold: (1) all believers, young and old, should submit to each other; (2) all should 
submit to God. “Be clothed with humility” is the answer to the problem. Just as Jesus laid aside His outer 
garments and put on a towel to become a servant, so each of us should have a servant’s attitude and 
minister to each other.  
 
The key to unity and harmony in the church, the key to godly leadership and submissive obedience, is 
humility. Paul makes this clear early in his epistle to the Philippians: 
1 If therefore there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being of the same 
mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do nothing from selfishness or 
empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than 
himself; 4 do not [merely] look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 
Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a 
bond-servant, [and] being made in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross (Philippians 2:1-8). 
 
Humility is not demeaning ourselves and thinking poorly of ourselves. It is simply not thinking of 
ourselves at all! 
 
We can never be submissive to each other until we are first submissive to God. Peter quoted Proverbs 
3:34 to defend his point, a verse that is also quoted in James 4:6. It takes grace to submit to another 
believer, but God can give that grace if we humble ourselves before Him. 
 
God resists the proud because God hates the sin of pride (Prov. 6:16-17; 8:13). It was pride that turned 
Lucifer into Satan (Isa. 14:12-15). It was pride—a desire to be like God—that stirred Eve to take the 
forbidden fruit. "The pride of life" is an evidence of worldliness (1 John 2:16).  
 
The only antidote to pride is the grace of God, and we receive that grace when we yield ourselves to Him. 
The evidence of that grace is that we yield to one another. 
 
Submission is an act of faith. We are trusting God to direct in our lives and to work out His purposes in 
His time. After all, there is a danger in submitting to others; they might take advantage of us—but not if 
we trust God and if we are submitted to one another!  
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A person who is truly yielded to God, and who wants to serve his fellow Christians, would not even think 
of taking advantage of someone else, saved or unsaved. The "mighty hand of God" that directs our lives 
can also direct in the lives of others. 
 
The key, of course, is the phrase "in due time." God never exalts anyone until that person is ready for it. 
First the cross, then the crown; first the suffering, then the glory.  
 
Moses was under God’s hand for forty years before God sent him to deliver the Jews from Egypt. Joseph 
was under God’s hand for at least thirteen years before God lifted him to the throne. One of the evidences 
of our pride is our impatience with God, and one reason for suffering is that we might learn patience 
(James 1:1-6).  
 
Here Peter was referring to words he heard the Master say: "For whosoever exalteth himself shall be 
abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted" (Luke 14:11). 
 
One of the benefits of this kind of relationship with God is the privilege of letting Him take care of our 
burdens. Unless we meet the conditions laid down in 1 Peter 5:5-6, we cannot claim the wonderful 
promise of 1 Peter 5:7. The word translated "care" means "anxiety, the state of being pulled apart."  
 
When circumstances are difficult, it is easy for us to be anxious and worried; but if we are, we will miss 
God’s blessing and become poor witnesses to the lost. We need His inward peace if we are going to 
triumph in the fiery trial and bring glory to His name. Dr. George Morrison said, "God does not make His 
children carefree in order that they be careless." 
 
According to 1 Peter 5:7, we must once and for all give all of our cares—past, present, and future—to the 
Lord. We must not hand them to Him piecemeal, keeping those cares that we think we can handle 
ourselves. If we keep "the little cares" for ourselves, they will soon become big problems! Each time a 
new burden arises, we must by faith remind the Lord (and ourselves) that we have already turned it over 
to Him. 
 
If anybody knew from experience that God cares for His own, it was Peter! When you read the four 
Gospels, you discover that Peter shared in some wonderful miracles. Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law 
(Mark 1:29-31), gave him a great catch of fish (Luke 5:1-11), helped him pay his temple tax (Matt. 17:24-
27), helped him walk on the water (Matt. 14:22-33), repaired the damage he did to the ear of Malchus 
(Luke 22:50-51; John 18:10-11), and even delivered Peter from prison (Acts 12). 
 
How does God show His love and care for us when we give our cares to Him? I believe that He performs 
four wonderful ministries on our behalf.  
(1) He gives us the courage to face our cares honestly and not run away (Isa. 41:10).  
(2) He gives us the wisdom to understand the situation (James 1:5).  
(3) He gives us the strength to do what we must do (Phil. 4:13).  
(4) He gives us the faith to trust Him to do the rest (Ps. 37:5).  
 
Some people give God their burdens and expect Him to do everything! It is important that we let Him 
work in us as well as work for us, so that we will be prepared when the answer comes. "Cast thy burden 
upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee" (Ps. 55:22). 
 
The Demonstration of His Compassion 
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(Matthew 9:36) "When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd."  
 
(Matthew 14:14) "When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed 
their sick." 
 
(Matthew 15:32) "Jesus called his disciples to him and said, "I have compassion for these people; they 
have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them away hungry, 
or they may collapse on the way."" 
 
 (Matthew 18:27)  The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 
 
(Matthew 23:23)  "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of 
your spices--mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law--
justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 
 
(Mark 6:34)  When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were 
like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. 
 
(Luke 10:33)  But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 
pity on him. 
 
(Luke 15:20)  So he got up and went to his father. "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 
 
(John 11:33-36)  When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, 
he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. {34} "Where have you laid him?" he asked. "Come and see, 
Lord," they replied. {35} Jesus wept. {36} Then the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 
 
Jesus knew the profound truth about the mass of humanity that pressed around him. He knew, even if they 
didn’t understand it, that they were lost. He tried to meet their needs in order to point them to the spiritual 
need in their life. 
 
"Peanuts" comic strip: "I love humanity…it’s people that I can’t stand."  
 
The Significance of His Compassion 
Jesus was a man "born of woman" but the words of Philippians 2:5-8 speak the best here: 
"Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: {6} Who, being in very nature God, did not 
consider equality with God something to be grasped, {7} but made himself nothing, taking the very nature 
of a servant, being made in human likeness. {8} And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to death-- even death on 
a cross!" 
 
Jesus was tired…thirsty…and angry…He felt frustration and knew grief…He loved and demonstrated 
patience…the list could go on and on… 
 
Does Jesus understand it when we face financial insecurity?  
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(Luke 22:42)  ""Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done."" 
 
Does Jesus understand how it feels not to want to do God’s will?  
(Luke 9:58) "Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no 
place to lay his head."" 
 
(Hebrews 2:17-18) "For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he 
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for 
the sins of the people. {18} Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who 
are being tempted." 
 
(Hebrews 4:15-16) "For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. {16} Let us then 
approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in 
our time of need." 
 
It is true Jesus did not live your life exactly: 
· He did experience in one form or another all the dynamics of human relationships 
· He was lied about and abused by others 
· He felt pressure to impress people and be popular 
· He felt the pressure of being tempted just as we feel it 
 
His entry into the human predicament did not cause Him to walk away in disgust. It touched His heart. 
Jesus saw the crowds around Him not as trouble to be avoided but as people to be helped.  
 
A media crew composed of television and newspaper reporters, in Alabama was summoned by a 
despondent, drunken, unemployed man who indicated that he was going to set himself ablaze. A 
photographer and sound technician responded to the call, and had to select between two roles once the fire 
began. They could fulfill a media role by recording the incident as impassive observers, or they could 
fulfill a humanitarian role by smothering the flames. For some 37 seconds the team chose the former. 
They taped this man burning for the six o'clock news and did nothing to save him.  

 
By the time one of the individuals changed his role and began battling at the flames it was nearly too late. 
Fortunately, a volunteer fireman was able to extinguish the flames and save the man.  
 
The Meaning of His Compassion 
Let me tell you who you are. In fact, let me proclaim who you are. 
• You are an heir of God and a co-heir with Christ ( Rom. 8:17 ). 
• You are eternal, like an angel ( Luke 20:36 ). 
• You have a crown that will last forever ( 1 Cor. 9:25 ). 
• You are a holy priest ( 1 Pet. 2:5 ), a treasured possession ( Exod. 19:5 ). 
• You were chosen before the creation of the world ( Eph. 1:4 ). You are destined for “praise, fame, and 

honor, and you will be a holy people to the Lord your God” ( Deut. 26:19 ). 
 
But more than any of the above—more significant than any title or position—is the simple fact that you 
are God’s child. “The Father has loved us so much that we are called children of God. And we really are 
his children” ( 1 John 3:1 ).1  
                                                           
1Lucado, M. 1999. He still moves stones. Word Pub.: Nashville 
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I love that last phrase! “We really are his children.” It’s as if John knew some of us would shake our 
heads and say, “Naw, not me.” If those are your feelings, John added that phrase for you. 
We really are his children.” As a result, if something is important to you, it’s important  to God. 
 
If you are a parent you know that. Imagine if you noticed an infected sore on the hand of your five-year-
old son. You ask him what’s wrong, and he says that he has a splinter. You ask him when it happened. He 
says last week! You ask him why he didn’t tell you, and he says, “I didn’t want to bother you. I knew you 
had all those things to do running the household and all, I didn’t want to get in your way.” 
 
“Get in my way? Get in my way! I’m your dad. You’re my son. My job is to help. I hurt when you hurt.” 
 
How would you have perceived Jesus if you had lived when He was on the earth? Every possible response 
was given then and is still given today… 
 
If it hurts the child, it hurts the father. So go ahead. Tell God what hurts. Talk to him. He won’t turn you 
away. He won’t think it’s silly. “For our high priest is able to understand our weaknesses. When he lived 
on earth, he was tempted in every way that we are, but he did not sin. Let us, then, feel very sure that we 
can come before God’s throne where there is grace” ( Heb. 4:15–16 , emphasis added). 
Does God care about the little things in our lives? You better believe it. If it matters to you, it matters to 
him.2  
 
William Barclay had this to say: "Jesus should be seen as someone not who did things but who does 
things. The greatest danger in Christianity is to think of Jesus as someone to be remembered. He is 
someone to be experienced and met." 
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Jesus Is Good News Series 
#2 He Removes The Burdens We Bear - Matthew 11:25-30 
 
The heart of the gospel is that “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim. 1:15). Jesus 
said that He came “to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).  
 
He tells men that because He is the Bread of Life, those who come to Him will never hunger and those 
who believe in Him will never thirst (John 6:35; cf. 7:37). Because He is the Light of the World, those 
who follow Him will “not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life” (8:12). Because He is 
“the resurrection and the life,” those who believe in Him will live even if they die (11:25). 
 
The message of salvation is the theme of all Scripture. God’s promise to Adam and Eve after the Fall was 
that their descendant one day would bruise the serpent’s head (Gen. 3:15)—a figure of Christ’s conquest 
of Satan.  
 
Through Isaiah, the Lord pleaded, “Turn to Me, and be saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and 
there is no other” (Isa. 45:22); and again, “Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who 
have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.… Incline 
your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may live” (55:1, 3).  
 
Among the last words of Scripture is a final invitation to mankind to be saved: “The Spirit and the bride 
say, ‘Come.’ And let the one who hears say, ‘Come.’ And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who 
wishes take the water of life without cost” Rev. 22:17. 
 
As the hymn writer F. W. Faber reminds us, 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy Like the wideness of the sea. 
There’s a kindness in His justice That is more than liberty. 
For the love of God is broader Than the measure of man’s mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal Is most wonderfully kind. 

 
The Context 
At that time Jesus answered and said, “I praise Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth,” (11:25a) 
 
At that time could mean that Jesus’ invitation was given immediately after His upbraiding of Chorazin, 
Bethsaida, and Capernaum, in order to take advantage of any interest in salvation those sobering words 
may have evoked. 
 
It is also possible that Jesus was repeating an invitation He had given on other occasions and would 
continue to give throughout His ministry. In that case, Matthew here calls attention to what may have 
been Jesus’ last invitation during His first and major Galilean ministry—as He offered the people one 
final appeal to be saved. 
 
After Jesus’ performing countless miracles to attest His divinity and His messianic credentials (4:23-24), 
after His preaching in detail the message of the gospel and the Christian life (5-7), and after His having 
sent out the twelve (10:5-15) and then the seventy (see Luke 10:1-16), the people of Galilee had the 
greatest opportunity to learn of God and of His way of salvation than any people in history, before or 
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since. Yet in spite of that great opportunity, the majority willfully rejected Christ and His message, either 
by hostility or by indifference. 
 
Though the nation had turned its back on the Messiah, He continued to call to Himself that remnant who 
were weary of carrying their heavy spiritual burdens and who sought rest in God’s grace. 
 
Jesus’ early period of popularity was ending, and opposition was growing in amount and in intensity. As 
Jesus would soon make clear the only possible alternatives are acceptance or rejection. A person is either 
for Christ or against Him (Matt. 12:30; cf. Mark 9:40). Consequently, Jesus’ teaching became more and 
more specifically directed either to those who accepted or those who rejected Him. Side by side are 
messages of judgment and of compassion, of warning and of encouragement, just as we see here. Jesus 
had just presented the God of judgment and wrath (Matt. 11:20-24), and now He presents the God of love 
and mercy. 
 
Answered and said is a Hebrew idiom that means to speak out openly, as opposed to privately or 
confidentially Jesus’ invitation to follow Him was universal and open to everyone who would come on 
God’s terms. 
 
Jesus’ prayer to His Father was meant to be heard by prospective believers. As He prayed, I praise Thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, Jesus called attention both to His unique relationship to the Father 
and to the Father’s sovereign control over salvation. Salvation is a provision of the Lord of heaven and 
earth, and is not a result of man’s wisdom, plans, purposes, or power; and for that truth Jesus gives 
praise to the Father. 
 
Every faithful evangelist and witness is sometimes disappointed that more people do not respond. He asks 
himself, “What more can I do? What new approach can I take? How can I make the message clearer and 
more persuasive?” Yet he also knows that some people will reject Christ no matter how clear, loving, and 
powerful the presentation of the gospel may be. If men could reject salvation from the very lips of the 
Lord Himself—and in the midst of awesome, authenticating miracles—we can hardly expect every person 
who hears our imperfect witness to fall at Christ’s feet. 
 
We weep over those who refuse to be saved, just as our Lord wept over Jerusalem when it would not 
receive Him. But also like Christ, we should praise our heavenly Father that all things are under His 
divine control and that His sovereign plan for the world and for His own people cannot be frustrated. 
Men’s rejection of Christ proves their failure, not God’s. 
 
God’s sovereignty should be the foremost thought in the mind of every witnessing believer. We should 
remember with confidence that His plan is always on course and that even the most unrepentant, wicked, 
vindictive, and cynical rejection of our testimony does not alter God’s timetable or thwart His purpose. 
Our responsibility is simply to make our witness faithful (1 Cor. 4:2); it is God’s responsibility alone to 
make it effective. 
 
Because Jesus had an unyielding trust in His Father’s perfect will, He could rest in that will and give Him 
praise no matter what responses people made to Him. 
 
As Jesus compassionately invited His hearers to come to Him and be saved, He set forth the five essential 
elements that constitute a genuine invitation to salvation. 
 
Humility and Dependence  
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that Thou didst hide these things from the wise and intelligent and didst  reveal them to babes. Yes, 
Father, for thus it was well-pleasing in Thy sight. (11:25b-26)  
 
Jesus’ specific cause for praise is God’s sovereign wisdom in hiding these things from the wise and 
intelligent and instead revealing them to babes. He thanks His Father that the first step to salvation is 
humility, coming to God in utter despair of one’s own merit or resources. It is not by accident that the first 
beatitude is “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:3). The kingdom 
belongs only to the humble.  
 
These things refers to the kingdom, on which Jesus’ entire ministry focused. Even during the forty days 
between His resurrection and ascension Jesus was “speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of 
God” (Acts 1:3). His teachings about His messiahship, lordship, and saviorhood, and about salvation, 
submission, and discipleship all centered in the kingdom of God—the realm where He is sovereign, where 
His people dwell by grace through faith, and where His righteous will is done.  
 
The wise and intelligent sarcastically refers to those who are intelligent in their own eyes and who rely 
on human wisdom and disregard God’s. The Lord does not exclude smart people from His kingdom but 
rather those who trust in their smartness. Paul was a brilliant, highly educated scholar, and he did not 
forsake his intelligence when he became a Christian. But he stopped relying on  
his intelligence to discern and understand spiritual and divine matters. It is not intelligence but intellectual 
pride that shuts people out of the kingdom. Intelligence is a gift of God, but when it is perverted by pride 
it becomes a barrier to God, because trust is in the gift rather than in the Giver. “For though the Lord is 
exalted, yet He regards the lowly; but the haughty He knows from afar” Ps.  
138:6.  
 
The wise and intelligent include both religious and nonreligious people, who in their love of human 
wisdom are much more alike than different. Whether religious or irreligious, the proud person will not 
submit to God’s wisdom and truth and therefore excludes himself from the kingdom. The religious man 
who relies on tradition or good works to please God is just as far from God as the atheist.  
 
The means God uses to hide these things from such people is the darkness of their proud, unregenerate 
hearts, which prevent them from seeing what God desires them to know and to accept. Paul said, “Just as 
it is written, ‘Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart 
of man, all that God has prepared for those who love Him.’ For to us God  
revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God” (1 Cor. 2:9-
10).  
 
God’s spiritual truth is not empirically, objectively knowable. It cannot be externally discovered, but must 
be willingly received through man’s heart as God reveals it. As someone has said, “The heart  
and not the head is the home of the gospel.” No amount of human reasoning or speculation can discover 
or explain God’s saving truth, because, as Paul continues to say, “a natural man does not accept the things 
of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are 
spiritually appraised” (v. 14).  
 
No amount of evidence is sufficient to convince the confirmed unbeliever. John says of such people that, 
though Jesus “had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him; that the 
word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke, ‘Lord, who has believed our report? And to 
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?’ For this cause they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, 
‘He has blinded their eyes, and He hardened their heart; lest they see with their eyes, and perceive with 
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their heart, and be converted, and I heal them’” (John 12:37-40). Those who hear God’s Word and refuse 
to receive it are subject to God’s judicial confirmation of that choice.  
 
Just as wise and intelligent does not refer to mental ability but to a proud spiritual attitude, babes does 
not refer to physical age or capability but to a humble spiritual attitude.  
 
A baby is totally dependent on others to provide everything it needs. It has no abilities, no knowledge, no 
skills, no resources at all to help itself. Neôpios (babes) is used in 1 Corinthians 3:1 and Hebrews 5:13 of 
infants who cannot eat solid food but only milk. In 1 Corinthians 13:11 it is used of those who have not 
yet learned to speak and in Ephesians 4:14 of those who are helpless.  
 
It is to spiritual babes, those who acknowledge their utter helplessness in themselves, to whom God has 
sovereignly chosen to reveal the truths of His kingdom. It is to the “poor in spirit” who humbly confess 
their dependency that God makes the way of salvation clear and understandable. By the Holy Spirit they 
recognize they are spiritually empty and bankrupt and they abandon all dependence on their own 
resources. They are the cringing spiritual beggars to whom Jesus refers in the first beatitude—the 
absolutely destitute who are ashamed to lift up their head as they hold out their hands for help.  
 
Babes are the exact opposite of the kind of person the scribes, Pharisees, and rabbis taught was pleasing 
to God. They are also the exact opposite of the imagined ideal Christian touted by many popular preachers 
and writers who glorify self-assertion and self-worth.  
 
The contrast between wise and intelligent and babes is not between the knowledgeable and the ignorant, 
the educated and the uneducated, the brilliant and the simpleminded. It is a contrast between those who 
think they can save themselves by their own human wisdom, resources, and achievement and those who 
know they cannot. It is a comparison between those who rely on themselves and those who rely on God.  
 
People who are famous, highly educated, wealthy, powerful, or talented are often difficult to reach for 
Christ, simply because human accomplishments easily lead to pride and pride leads to self-sufficiency and 
self-satisfaction.  
 
Yes, Father, Jesus continues, for thus it was well-pleasing in Thy sight. God is well-pleased with the 
gospel of grace because it brings glory to Him, which is the supreme purpose in the universe. “For thus 
says the high and exalted One who lives forever, whose name is Holy, ‘I dwell on a high and holy place, 
and also with the contrite and lowly of spirit in order to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the 
heart of the contrite’” (Isa. 57:15). God loves to help the humble and the repentant, because they know 
they are helpless. He is pleased when they come to Him for help, because that honors His grace and gives 
Him glory (cf. Luke 18:9-14).  

Still to the lowly soul He doth Himself depart,  
And for His dwelling and His throne He chooses the humble heart. (Author unknown)  

 
“For consider your calling, brethren” Paul reminded the Corinthian believers, “that there were not many 
wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the foolish things of 
the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which 
are strong” 1 Cor. 1:26-27.  
 
Jesus referred to Nicodemus as the “teacher of Israel,” suggesting that he was perhaps the most highly 
respected rabbi in the land. He was a student of the Old Testament and of the many traditional writings of 
Judaism. Yet with all his religious training and knowledge he could not grasp Jesus’ teaching that “unless 
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one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Even after Jesus explained, Nicodemus did not 
understand, and Jesus said to him: “Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak that which we know and bear 
witness of that which we have seen; and you do not receive our witness. If I told you earthly things and 
you do not believe, how shall you believe if I tell you heavenly things?” (John 3:3-12).  
Before he could comprehend or receive the gospel, Nicodemus had to go all the way back and start over 
as a spiritual babe, putting aside his human knowledge and achievements and coming to Christ with no 
merit of his own.  
 
Revelation 
All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son, except the Father; nor 
does anyone know the Father, except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. (11:27) 
 
These words of Jesus are basically a commentary on verse 25, expanding on the truth that God has chosen 
to reveal His will to babes, the spiritually humble and helpless, rather than to those who are proud and 
self-reliant. A genuine invitation to salvation must consider God’s revelation, because no person, even the 
most determined or sincere, could know the way to Him unless the Lord had already made it known. The 
way of salvation is disclosed only through the sovereign revelation of God. 
 
The first important truth of this verse is not so much taught as taken for granted. Jesus unequivocally 
equates Himself with God, calling Him My Father in a way that Jews would never do except when 
referring to His corporate fatherhood of Israel. Here is one of Jesus’ clearest statements of His deity, 
disclosing the intimate and absolutely unique relationship of the Father and the Son. In essence they are 
one and are inseparable. 
 
There was no doubt in the minds of Jesus’ hearers that His referring to God as My Father was a claim to 
deity. The Jews had earlier accused Jesus of making Himself “equal with God” and sought to kill Him 
(John 5:18). When on another occasion He said, “I and the Father are one,” the crowd wanted to stone 
Him to death for blasphemy (John 10:30-31; cf. vv. 15, 17-18, 25, 29, 32-38). 
 
That Jesus is Himself God is the heart of the gospel, because apart from His deity He could not save a 
single soul. No heresy so corrupts the gospel and robs it of its power as the teaching that Jesus is not God. 
Apart from His deity, there is no gospel and no salvation. 
 
The second truth of this verse is explicit. In His deity Jesus not only was intimate with His Father but had 
received all things—all authority, sovereignty, truth, and power—from the Father. At some time in pre-
existent eternity the Father committed these things to the Son (cf. John 5:21-24). 
 
It was because all authority had been given to Him “in heaven and on earth” that Jesus had the right to 
send out His followers to “make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:18-19). The underlying purpose of Jesus’ miracles was to 
demonstrate His authority over illness, disease, demons, nature, life, death, and sin. He had authority to 
forgive sins, to save from divine judgment, and to sovereignly control everything on earth and in heaven. 
All things in the universe and pertaining to the universe are under His divine sovereignty. His power 
displayed during His ministry was a preview of the full display in the coming earthly Millennium, when 
He will reign over the earth. 
 
The third truth of this verse is that no one knows the Son except the Father. Man has no way in himself 
of discovering what God is like, because his finite mind cannot grasp God’s infinite nature. Because the 
Son is divine, Jesus says, only the divine Father truly knows Him. The obverse is equally true: nor does 
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anyone know the Father, except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. Divine 
truth can only be divinely perceived and divinely imparted (cf. 1 Cor. 2:9-16). 
 
Philosophy and religion are utterly incapable of reasoning out God or His truth because they are of a 
finite, lower order. Human ideas and concepts are earthbound and totally fruitless in producing spiritual 
truth or guidance. God must break into the darkness and emptiness of man’s human understanding and 
show Himself before man can know Him. 
 
What Jesus teaches here about God’s revelation of Himself is at once simple and utterly profound. It is to 
the person who sets aside all human knowledge and wisdom and becomes as an unlearned, helpless 
infant, that God chooses to reveal Himself. “No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, 
who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him” (John 1:18). Only the person emptied of human 
wisdom can be filled with divine truth. 
 
Martin Luther said, “Here the bottom falls out of all merit, all powers and abilities of reason or the free 
will men dream of, and it all counts nothing before God. Christ must do and must give everything.” 
 
We human beings are remarkable creations! We’re often capable of performing admirably over the long 
haul in about any situation. 
 
But sometimes we make ourselves carry burdens that tax us to the limit….some of it is pressure which 
comes from within: 
· a pressure to be promoted and gain financial success 
· the stress we create in our families 
· the pressures to be involved more in school and community, much less church activities 
 
Is the Christian life supposed to be easy and when you were taught and being brought to a knowledge of 
Christ, did that person(s) in any way imply that there will be no difficulties?  
  
Jesus said: (Matthew 11:28-30)  "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. {29} Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. {30} For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." 
 
Doesn’t that sound wonderful? Is there anyone who would resist an opportunity to have his/her burdens 
erased and to find the rest that goes deep into one’s soul? The words of Jesus speak to those who are tired 
and burdened. They tell us that Jesus will remove the burdens we bear….by the way, he ‘removes’ them 
by taking them upon himself and providing the strength within us to deal with them in a spiritually 
healing way. 
 
I once heard a person jokingly remark that members of the churches of Christ are "haunted by the 
crippling fear that someone, somewhere may be happy."  That remark comes from that segment of our 
fellowship that would like more outward joy and happiness in our expressions and lives….to appreciate in 
a more positive way the blessings of being in Christ as compared to their perception that many do not 
“enjoy being a Christian.” 
 
That statement also reminds us that tis the furtherest thing in the world from what Christians ought to feel; 
the Bible is full of joy, gladness, and celebration and these were main attributes of the children of God! 
 
Joy is one result of living in God’s presence and at times the bible describes such overwhelming 
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happiness in God’s presence that it bubbles forth in shouts of joy! When the walls of Jerusalem had been 
restored, the shouts were so loud they could be heard from miles away! 
 
   "Christianity is not the religion of sorrow and gloom. It is the religion of the morning, and it carries in 
its heart the happiness of heaven. Christianity is not a restraint but an inspiration -- not a weight but 
wings; not subtraction but addition. Christianity brings bloom for faded hearts, rejuvenation for the 
prematurely old, imagination for the dry, literal mind.  
   “Christianity is not a kill-joy at the feast of life, nor a kind of incarnate "don't"; it bristles with great 
affirmatives, fires the soul with permanent enthusiasms and durable loyalties. Christianity leaves a trail of 
light wherever it goes; it can keep you cool under any confusion, bring you up smiling from any deeps 
and utterly banish your fret and worry.  Christianity brings zest and sparkle to life; it is sunshine on the 
flowers rather than moonlight on the snow; it is life more abundant; it is leaving the little narrow life 
behind and leaving it forever."  
 
(A successful football coach once told me that "you don’t have much fun, do you?" when he found out 
that I was not out on weekends partying and drinking. My response? I’m have a lot of fun….and I 
remember the details the next morning) 
 
 Jesus paints two pictures in this passage: 
(Matt. 11:28-30) ""Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. {29} "Take 
My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and YOU SHALL FIND 
REST FOR YOUR  SOULS. {30} "For My yoke is easy, and My load is light."" 
 
1. Picture of extreme weariness: person who has gone as far as he can go; he can go no further…he can’t 
take another step. 
2. Picture of extreme pressure: person who is about to explode; he can’t take anymore. 
 
Christ does not say what caused the weariness or pressure…it really doesn’t matter! The invitation is a 
simple one, requiring so little and offering so much: 
1. come unto Me 
2. take my yoke—learn of me 
 
Faith 
Come to Me, (11:28a) 
 
Just as man’s part in salvation is to come humbly, it is also to come in faith. Although finite minds cannot 
fully comprehend the truth, divine grace and human faith are inseparable in salvation. God sovereignly 
provides salvation, which includes the fact that man must give himself to the Lord Jesus Christ in 
commitment before it becomes effective. Jesus said, “All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me,” and 
then immediately added, “and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out” John 6:37. 
 
Salvation is not through a creed, a church, a ritual, a pastor, a priest, or any other such human means—but 
through Jesus Christ, who said, Come to Me. To come is to believe to the point of submitting to His 
Lordship. “I am the bread of life,” Jesus declared; “he who comes to Me shall not hunger, and he who 
believes in Me shall never thirst” (John 6:35). Comes and believes are parallel just as are hunger and 
thirst. Coming to Christ is believing in Him, which results in no longer hungering and thirsting. Other 
biblical synonyms for believing in Christ include confessing Him, receiving Him, eating and drinking 
Him, and hearing Him. 
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Peter declared, “Of Him [Jesus Christ] all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who 
believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins” (Acts 10:43). And the Lord Himself said, “As Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; that whoever believes may in 
Him have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life” John 3:14-16. 
 
Repentance and Rest  
all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. (11:28b)  
 
All who are indicates a condition that already exists. Those whom Jesus invites to Himself are those who 
already are weary and heavy-laden. Although this aspect of Jesus’ invitation is mentioned after faith 
(“Come to Me”), chronologically it precedes faith, referring to the repentance that drives the  
humble, seeking person to Christ for salvation.  
 
Kopiaoô (to grow weary, or “to labor”) carries the idea of working to the point of utter exhaustion. John 
uses the term to describe Jesus’ fatigue when He and the disciples reached Sychar after a long, hot 
journey from Jerusalem (John 4:6).  
 
Weary translates a present active participle and refers figuratively to arduous toil in seeking to please 
God and know the way of salvation. Jesus calls to Himself everyone who is exhausted from trying to find 
and please God in his own resources. Jesus invites the person who is wearied from his vain search for 
truth through human wisdom, who is exhausted from trying to earn salvation, and who has despaired of 
achieving God’s standard of righteousness by his own efforts.  
 
Heavy-laden translates a perfect passive participle, indicating that at some time in the past a great load 
was dumped on the wearied person. Whereas weary refers to the internal exhaustion caused by seeking 
divine truth through human wisdom, heavy-laden suggests the external burdens caused by the futile 
efforts of works righteousness.  
 
In Jesus’ day, the rabbinical teachings had become so massive, demanding, and all-encompassing that 
they prescribed standards and formulas for virtually every human activity. It was all but impossible even 
to learn all the traditions, and was completely impossible to keep them all. Jesus spoke of the heavy loads 
of religious tradition that the scribes and Pharisees laid on the people’s shoulders  
(Matt. 23:4); and at the Jerusalem Council, Peter noted that the Judaizers were trying to saddle 
Christianity with the same man-made “yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear” 
Acts 15:10.  
 
Although the term itself is not used in the text, Jesus gives a call to repent, to turn away from the self-
centered and works-centered life and come to Him. The person who is weary and heavy-laden despairs 
of his own ability to please God. He comes to the end of his own resources and turns to Christ. 
Desperation is a part of true salvation, because a person does not come to Christ as long as he has  
confidence in himself. To repent is to make a 180-degree turn from the burden of the old life to the 
restfulness of the new.  
 
Repentance was the theme of John the Baptist’s preaching (Matt. 3:2) and the starting point of the 
preaching of Jesus (4:17), Peter (Acts 2:38; 3:19; cf. 5:31), and Paul (17:30; 20:21; cf. 2 Tim. 2:25). The 
person who humbly receives God’s revelation of Himself and His way of salvation, who turns from the 
unbearable burden of his sin and self-effort, and who comes to Christ empty-handed is the  
only person God will save.  
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Anapauoô (to give … rest) means to refresh or revive, as from labor or a long journey. Jesus promises 
spiritual rest to everyone who comes to Him in repentance and humble faith.  
 
God’s rest is a common Old Testament theme. The Lord warned Israel, “Do not harden your hearts, as at 
Meribah, as in the day of Massah in the wilderness; when your fathers tested Me, they tried Me, though 
they had seen My work.… Therefore I swore in My anger; truly they shall not enter into My rest” (Ps. 
95:7-9, 11). After quoting that passage, the writer of Hebrews warns those who make a  
pretense of faith in Christ but have not really trusted Him: “Take care, brethren, lest there should be in 
any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God” (Heb. 3:12). To 
intellectually acknowledge Christ’s deity and lordship is a dangerous thing if it does not lead to true faith, 
because it gives a person the false confidence of belonging to Christ.  
 
In the time of the early church many Jews were attracted to the gospel and outwardly identified 
themselves with the church. But for fear of being unsynagogued, ostracized from the worship and 
ceremonies of Judaism, some of them did not truly receive Christ as saving Lord. They went part way to 
Him but stopped before full commitment. “As a result” of such superficial allegiance, John says, “many 
of His disciples withdrew and were not walking with Him anymore” (John 6:66). Consequently they 
would not enter God’s rest, that is, His salvation, because they still possessed “an evil, nbelieving heart” 
Heb. 3:11-12.  
 
Just as those Israelites who rebelled against Moses in the wilderness were denied entrance into the 
Promised Land because of unbelief, so those who refuse to fully trust in Christ are denied entrance into 
God’s kingdom rest of salvation for the same reason (v. 19). “Therefore, let us fear lest, while a promise 
remains of entering His rest, any one of you should seem to have come short of it. For  
indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not profit 
them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard. For we who have believed enter that rest, just 
as He has said, ‘As I swore in My wrath, they shall not enter My rest’” (4:1-3).  
 
The dictionary gives several definitions of rest that remarkably parallel the spiritual rest God offers those 
who trust in His Son. First, the dictionary describes rest as cessation from action, motion, labor, or 
exertion. In a similar way, to enter God’s rest is to cease from all efforts at self-help in trying to earn  
salvation. Second, rest is described as freedom from that which wearies or disturbs. Again we see the 
spiritual parallel of God’s giving His children freedom from the cares and burdens that rob them of peace 
and joy Third, the dictionary defines rest as something that is fixed and settled.  
 
Similarly, to be in God’s rest is to have the wonderful assurance that our eternal destiny is secure in Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Savior. It is to be freed from the uncertainties of running from philosophy to 
philosophy, from religion to religion, from guru to guru, hoping somehow and somewhere to discover 
truth, peace, happiness, and eternal life.  
 
Fourth, rest is defined as being confident and trustful. When we enter God’s rest we are given the 
assurance that “He who began a good work in [us] will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6). 
Finally, the dictionary describes rest as leaning, reposing, or depending on. As children of God, we can 
depend with utter certainty that our heavenly Father will “supply all [our] needs according to His riches in 
glory in Christ Jesus” Phil. 4:19.  
 
Who is to come? Those who the worst off in this life. The weary and burdened—those ready to stop and 
collapse. 
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Some of the things that exhaust us are: 
· Work: being overburdened with too much to do 
· Sin and guilt 
· worldliness and following after fleshly pleasures 
· money and material possessions and the fact that neither satisfies us 
· fame and its emptiness 
· power and its loneliness 
· rules and regulations of an external religion 
 
Submission  
Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall 
find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My load is light.” (11:29-30)  
 
Salvation involves submission, because it is impossible for Christ to exercise lordship over those who 
refuse to obey Him. Jesus’ invitation therefore includes the call to submission, symbolized by a yoke.  
 
A yoke was made of wood, hand-hewn to fit the neck and shoulders of the particular animal that was to 
wear it in order to prevent chafing. For obvious reasons, the term was widely used in the ancient world as 
a metaphor for submission. The yoke was part of the harness used to pull a cart, plow or mill  
beam and was the means by which the animal’s master kept it under control and guided it in useful work. 
A student was often spoken of as being under the yoke of his teacher, and an ancient Jewish writing 
contains the advice: “Put your neck under the yoke and let your soul receive instruction.”  
 
That is the particular meaning Jesus seems to have had in mind here, because He adds, and learn from 
Me. Manthanoô (to learn) is closely related to matheôteôs (disciple, or learner) and reinforces the truth 
that Christ’s disciples are His submissive learners. They submit to Christ’s lordship for many reasons, 
among the most important of which is to be taught by Him through His Word. A yoke symbolizes 
obedience, and Christian obedience includes learning from Christ.  
 
The power of salvation is entirely of grace and nothing of works. An unbeliever has neither the 
understanding nor the ability to save himself, just as a babe has neither the understanding nor the ability to 
help itself. But although good works do not produce salvation, salvation does produce good works. 
Believers are, in fact, “created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them” Eph. 2:10.  
 
But because Jesus is gentle and humble in heart, He gives rest, not weariness, to the souls of those who 
submit to Him and do His work. His yoke is easy, and His load is light. His burden is not like that of 
Pharaoh, who bitterly oppressed the children of Israel, or like that of the scribes and Pharisees, who 
burdened the Jews of Jesus’ day with a grievous legalism.  
 
So what does it mean to take Christ’s yoke? To take Christ’s yoke means to submit to His person as the 
one who is gentle and meek, as one who is gentle and caring and concerned for us. It means to put 
yourself under His leading, to join yourself together with Him, but the difference is, He is the yoke mate 
and this is how He can give rest. 
 
Note the following illustration of two oxen, one huge, and one very small.  
There was an old farmer plowing with a team of oxen. As I saw this team I was somewhat amazed, for 
one was a huge ox and the other a very small bullock. That ox towered over the little bullock that was 
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sharing the work with him. I was amazed and perplexed to see a farmer trying to plow with two such 
unequal animals in the yoke and commented on the inequality to the man with whom I was riding. He 
stopped his car and said, ‘I want you to notice something. See the way those traces are hooked to the 
yoke? You will observe that the large ox is pulling all the weight. That little bullock is being broken into 
the yoke but he is not actually pulling any weight.’  
 
My mind instinctively came to this passage of Scripture where our Lord said, “Take my yoke upon you, 
learn of me; for I am …” In the normal yoking the load is equally distributed between the two that are 
yoked together, but when we are yoked with Jesus Christ, He bears the load and we who are yoked to 
Him share in the joy and the accomplishment of the labor but without the burden of the yoke. 3  
 
Christ will never oppress us or give us a burden too heavy to carry. His yoke has nothing to do with the 
demands of works or law much less those of human tradition. The Christian’s work of obedience to Christ 
is joyful and happy. “For,” as John explains, “this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; 
and His commandments are not burdensome” 1 John 5:3.  
 
Submission to Jesus Christ brings the greatest liberation a person can experience—actually the only true 
liberation he can experience, because only through Christ is he freed to become what God created him to 
be.  
 
"Not knowing the truth about life is one of the major causes of exhaustion…searching for truth but never 
coming to the truth discourages, exasperates, exhausts and burdens us. It causes us to whip ourselves in 
conscience, and it leaves us empty and uncertain and insecure about the 
future." 
 
No matter how intense the struggle, Jesus promises that He will give you rest! 
 
The answer to our struggle is not searching after truth through religion, or positive thinking, or seeking 
counsel in from a reliable friend (though each is important). The first step? Coming to Jesus Christ!  
 
(Isa 1:18) ""Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, "Though your sins are as scarlet, 
They will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool." 
 
(Rev 22:17) "And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let 
the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost." 
 
There is the rest of a deliverance from the bondage of sin, the power of Christ to conquer habitual 
sin…and it’s a rest that burns deep into our soul…it goes into eternity. 
 
How can we submit to the Savior’s yoke? The answer is found in the command “to learn from me.” 
He is calling us to serve, but we work and serve in the strength which He gives. He is always there beside 
us pulling the weight for us, if we will only yield our lives to Him. The only time the load becomes 
overbearing is when we try to take over and do the pulling, or handle the load ourselves. 
 
Many of us call ourselves “disciples” but do we have the right? We have responded to Him through 
baptism for remission of sins, we have come to Him, but when He seeks to slip the yoke around our necks 

                                                           
3 Dwight Pentecost, Design for Discipleship, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 1971, pp. 27-28. 
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to join Him, well, we resist, we back off, we refuse to truly listen and submit to His Word and 
acknowledge His authority.  
 
We really refuse to trust in His gentleness and goodness. We look at the yoke and think it does not fit 
when in reality, it is designed perfectly for us in that it is designed to make us like Him, but also because 
it is tailor made for us. 
 
Let me mention quickly two burdens we place upon ourselves and find out that Jesus can help us get rid 
of them: 
1. Burden of worry (Matt. 6:25-34) 
Worry is like a rocking chair: you can work hard at it but you’re not going to get very far! We worry 
about our health and the health of others; we worry about what might happen or what might not happen in 
our lives; we worry about our children and how they will turn out; we worry about retirement and 
finances. Teenagers worry about being accepted by their peers. 
 
One thing that is usually for certain: we usually worry over things in which (1) we have no control or (2) 
over things which usually never occur…why lose the joy you could have today over something that 
usually doesn’t happen or you have no control over!$#? 
 
In the context of these verses, consider the assurances that Jesus gives us to alleviate the burden of worry:  

a. Material possessions do not define a person (vs. 25). When we spend time worrying over things, 
we are letting what we have define what I am. Life is more than cars, refrigerators, plumbing, food 
and clothes (Jesus said it). They do not define us unless we let them. We will be miserable if we 
do. 

b. They will pass away (vs. 30). Few items have a lifetime warranty. Products do not last forever. 
“Things” have a limited life expectancy. Even God’s creations are subject to disease and dying. 
Why should we spend our own life (that is eternal in nature) for things that will not outlive us? 
They are not worth the effort – or worry! 

c. Worry does not good (vs. 27). Worry accomplishes nothing good. It is an expression of 
faithlessness and faithlessness certainly never accomplishes good. It focuses on self and on what is 
not (both of which are expressions of faithlessness) instead of on God, the one who can 
accomplish anything. 

d. God proves Himself to be a God who provides (vs. 26, 29). God provides the sparrow with what 
they need and we are more valuable than many sparrows! To be sure, that bird will have to work at 
gathering its food, but its natural state consist of simply seeking out what God has provided. 
Nature shows us that God is a providing God. We can see this truth in our lives if we will have the 
eyes of faith. We should look back in memory and recount the many, many times when this has 
been proven to be true! We might not get all we want, and we will have to work at getting what we 
need, but the provider of all good things is God (James 1:17) 

e. God knows and cares (vs. 32). God knows what we need…after all, He made us! He knows the 
number of hairs on our head…we are worth more than many sparrows (Matt. 10:29-31). He knows 
when we are hungry and in need. 

f. Worry characterizes a life without God (vs. 32). It would not be surprising to have someone 
concerned about life in a worry-sort of way if they did not know God and enjoy a loving, day-by-
day, hour-by-hour relationship with Him. That person does not have the spiritual insight to realize 
he is more than what he might possess. An unbeliever will likely seek material things to provide 
status and satisfaction. But that should not be the case with the Christian. We don’t act like the 
pagans! 
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The answer to worry is to concern ourselves with the eternal things of God…His kingdom and His 
righteousness (vs. 33), and to trust God for our physical needs. Seeking first His kingdom involves regular 
Bible study…regular attendance of worship and fellowship opportunities…using our talents to bring God 
and the church praise and glory. 
 
A word of explanation: worry is not the same as a valid concern. Concern is a mark of loving care and 
wanting the best for someone. Worry does involve needless fretting and anxious thoughts that accomplish 
nothing. 
 
2. The burden of frustration (Luke 18:1-8) 
Frustrations come from difficult relationships, from undesirable circumstances (at work, home, or school), 
and from our days just not going right and our having to put up with them. We all have experienced 
frustrations such as not knowing what to do or not being able to do what we thought would help.  
 
Jesus’ answer to the burden of frustration is found in His parable about a widow and a judge (Luke 18:1-
8). A widow had an adversary and went to the judge for help. But the judge was arrogant and cared 
nothing about others or about what was right in the eyes of God. For a time he ignored the pleas of the 
widow and refused to act in her behalf. After a while, however, he decided to grant her request so that she 
would quit bothering him. best thing you can do.  
 
Jesus used the story of the widow and the judge to teach His followers that “at all times they ought to pray 
and not to lose heart” (v. 1). His point was that, if an unjust judge will grant a widow’s request, “shall not 
God bringabout justice for His elect, who cry to Him day and night?” (v. 7). There are answers to our 
frustrations! 
 
Consider the widow’s plight. As a widow, she was one of the “have-not’s” in her society. A woman had 
little legal standing in Jesus’ day. She was usually dependent on someone else for financial support: first 
her father, next her husband, then her sons (if she became a widow). Here was a woman who was a 
“nobody” in the eyes of the power structure of her day. She had no one to champion her cause. In 
addition, she was being mistreated by her adversary and needed legal protection. In other words, she was 
in a bad relationship. Finally, she was not being helped by someone who was in a position to help, namely 
the judge. She could make no headway with the 
person who merely had to say the word that would grant her what she needed. No doubt a person in such 
a predicament would be frustrated to the point of tears and tempted to give up. 
 
Listen, though, to Jesus’ answers to frustration. First, pray. It is acceptable to God to “cry to Him day and 
night” (v. 7) because of your frustrations. Turning them over to Him is the best thing you can do. How 
many times have you wanted to scream, “Why? Why? Why? When is it going to end? What can I do?” 
Perhaps you have not been angry at God, but you have felt helpless because of what you were facing. 
Where else can you turn? Thebest place to take your frustrations is to God in prayer. 
 
Second, know the kind of God we have. God is not portrayed in this parable by the unjust judge. Jesus is 
not saying that we have to beg and plead in order to get God to notice us. Jesus is using a form of 
comparison called “light and heavy.” This comparison says that if something is true in a lesser case, 
surely it is true in a greater case. Jesus used the same kind of illustration in Matthew 6:30, where He said 
that if God beautifully clothes the grass of the field, surely He will clothe you. In Luke 18, Jesus is saying, 
“If an unjust judge will respond to a widow’s pleas, surely our righteous and loving God will bring about 
what is right for His people who cry out to Him.” Jesus assured us that God will do what is right for His 
people. He said, “I tell you that He will bring about justice for them speedily” (Luke 18:8).  
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God will do what is right, and He will do it in due time. Being at peace about time is a key to getting a 
handle on our many frustrations. The opposite of frustration is patience. God’s people can be patient and 
do not have to become frustrated because we know the inside story. We have read the end of the book, 
and our side wins! So take your frustrations to the God you know and can trust. 
 
Third, make sure that you have faith. Jesus ends this teaching with the question, “However, when the Son 
of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8). When we are tempted to give up hope and 
quit  praying, we are in effect saying that God cannot be trusted. But Jesus says that God’s character is not 
in question; ours is. God’s ability to respond and to do right is settled. What is still uncertain is our ability 
to trust and be patient. Has it ever occurred to you that people who do not act in faith frustrate God? “Why 
don’t they believe in Me?" God could say.  
 
When we do not live in faith, we prevent God’s blessings from coming into our lives. We frustrate His 
goodness. Mark 6:5, 6, in fact, tells of a scene in which Jesus could not bless many  because their lack of 
faith stymied His doing good. In Jesus’ parable, the widow found relief from her frustrations because of 
what she did and the attitude she took. She did not let her frustrations stop her. She was determined to see 
her problem through and find an answer. We can learn from her the ways in which we can overcome our 
own frustrations.  
 
Some other applications of these principles of ‘burden bearing’ 
One writer said: "No man ever sank under the burden of the day. It is when tomorrow's burden is added to 
the burden of today, that the weight is more than a man can bear."  
 
Gal 6:1: "Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a 
spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted. {2} Bear one another's burdens, 
and thus fulfill the law of Christ. 
 
Allen Redpath wrote that you never lighten the load unless first you have felt the pressure in your own 
soul. You are never used of God to bring blessing until God has opened your eyes and made you see 
things as they really are.  
 
In Booker T. Washington's autobiography, Up from Slavery, Mr. Washington recalled a beautiful incident 
of an older brother's love. He said the shirts worn on his plantation by the slaves were made of a rough, 
bristly, inexpensive flax fiber. As a young boy, the garment was so abrasive to his tender, sensitive skin 
that it caused him a great deal of pain and discomfort. His older brother, moved by his brother's suffering, 
would wear Booker's new shirts, until they were broken in and smoother to the touch. Booker said it was 
one of the most striking acts of kindness he had experienced among his fellow slaves.   
 
"The main business of friendship is to sustain and make bearable each other's burdens. We may do more 
of that as friends than we do anything else." 
 
3. The Burden of Loneliness 
A third burden many people carry is that of loneliness. Loneliness is intensely personal. It hits you when 
you are by yourself and feeling friendless. You may also feel loneliness when you are in a new situation 
and you think that everyone knows his or her way around except you. You can feel alone when you have 
lost a loved one. You can even feel alone when you are in a large crowd. Jesus’ answer that takes away 
the burden of loneliness is fellowship. In the New Testament, the word “fellowship” (koinonia) denotes 
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sharing and having things in common. Christians can have fellowship with God and fellowship with other 
Christians.  
 
With those relationships, the burden of loneliness can be eased. Jesus offers to people fellowship with the 
Father. He said, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will 
come to him, and make Our abode with him” (John 14:23). This happens through faith. Paul prayed for 
the Christians at Ephesus “that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith” (Ephesians 3:17).  
 
When someone trusts God enough to obey the words of Jesus, a fellowship will be established with God 
that is based on the oneness of mind and purpose which that person shares with God. Moreover, all 
Christians are temples, or dwelling places, for the Holy Spirit, “who is in you, whom you have from God” 
(1 Corinthians 6:19). While it is still possible for Christians to feel alone, the promise of God is that 
Christians will never be alone. 
 
Jesus even offers Christians the same kind of love that He Himself shares with God. He said that He 
would make God’s name known, “that the love wherewith Thou didst love Me may be in them, and I in 
them” (John 17:26). One reason Jesus proclaimed the way of God was so that individuals could come to 
have the love of God and the presence of Christ in their lives. This makes fellowship with God real, 
something we can trust. Just as real is the fellowship Christians have with other Christians in the church. 
In the body of Christ there is a visible fellowship with others who have committed their lives to the same 
Lord and who share their lives with one another.  
 
When Christians fail to take advantage of the fellowship of the church, not heals that wound by blessing 
those who persecute him (Romans 12:14). Do you feel unappreciated by others? The fellowship of the 
church will provide you with people who will build you up (Hebrews 10:25). Do you have sin in your 
life? Christians can confess their sins to one another and pray for one another (James 5:16). Do you feel 
resentment toward 
others? The fellowship gives you the chance to forgive others in the way that Christ forgives you 
(Ephesians 4:32).  
 
Fellowship with God and fellowship with other Christians is God’s answer to the burden of loneliness. 
You can receive that answer unless you are staying in your little room of loneliness and refusing to let 
others in. If you want others to come in, they are ready.  
 
What To Do When Your Burden Is Overwhelming 
We must recognize the difference between burdens that are right for us to bear and burdens that are 
wrong. We should never bear the burdens of sin or doubt, but there are some burdens placed on us by God 
which He does not intend to lift off. God wants us to roll them back on Him—to literally “cast your 
burden,” which He has given you, “on the Lord … .” If we set out to serve God and do His work but get 
out of touch with Him, the sense of responsibility we feel will be overwhelming and defeating. But if we 
will only roll back on God the burdens He has placed on us, He will take away that immense feeling of 
responsibility, replacing it with an awareness and understanding of Himself and His presence. 
 
Many servants set out to serve God with great courage and with the right motives. But with no intimate 
fellowship with Jesus Christ, they are soon defeated. They do not know what to do with their burden, and 
it produces weariness in their lives. Others will see this and say, “What a sad end to something that had 
such a great beginning!” 
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“Cast your burden on the Lord … .” You have been bearing it all, but you need to deliberately place one 
end on God’s shoulder. “… the government will be upon His shoulder” (Isaiah 9:6). Commit to God 
whatever burden He has placed on you. Don’t just cast it aside, but put it over onto Him and place 
yourself there with it. You will see that your burden is then lightened by the sense of companionship. But 
you should never try to separate yourself from your burden. 
 
Conclusion 
One other burden you may have is that of a lack of purpose in your life. Jesus’ answer for that is given in 
the parables of the treasure hidden in the field and the pearl of great price (Matthew 13:44-46). In this 
world you can give your life to one all-consuming cause, one cause that is worth your life. That is the 
cause of Christ. In giving your life for Him, you will actually find your life; you will find what your life is 
really to be about. As Jesus said in Matthew 11, part of being freed from our yokes and burdens is taking 
on the yoke of Christ. It is in His yoke that we belong. It is from Him that we learn the lessons of life that 
will work. Jesus removes the burdens we bear when we trust Him for the answers. Answers for your 
burdens will be found in Jesus. That is good news.4 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
4 Truth for Today, How Jesus Is Good News, 1995 edition. 
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Jesus Is Good News Series 
#3 He Offers Us Forgiveness! Luke 7:36-50 
 
A truly remarkable story came out of Western Kentucky a few years ago. A young man, Ted Morris, was 
killed by a drunk driver, Tommy Pigage. Ted’s parents were understandably crushed by their loss and 
outraged at theinjustice of it all. But as time passed, the Morrises overcame their bitterness. They actually 
befriended Pigageand taught him the good news of Jesus. Pigage was eventually baptized into Christ and 
was able to start his life over again.  
 
The Morrises were able to start over also because they had overcome the hurt and anger that had 
consumed their lives. What a happy ending to such a tragic story! And this happy ending was no fairy 
tale. It did not come by wishing the bad news away. It was not resolved by the people involved giving 
themselves over to despair and defeat. The power that enabled them to rise up from tragedy and go on 
with their lives was forgiveness. They were able to forgive each other, and they received and trusted the 
Lord’s forgiveness. 
 
They could never change the wrongs that had been done, but they could forgive and be forgiven. Three of 
the most beautiful words in the English language are the words “I forgive you.” These words, spoken 
honestly, can end a spat between spouses, conclusively deal with a mistake someone has made, or restore 
a relationship that has been broken by someone’s misdeeds. Forgiveness is indeed a precious gift that one 
can give to another.  
 
What makes forgiveness so priceless? Why do we long to hear these words? It is valuable to us because 
we  know we need it. Tommy Pigage needed forgiveness. As remarkable as it may seem, Mr. and Mrs. 
Morris needed forgiveness for their bitterness and hatred. So do you and I. We have hurt others and not 
lived up to what we know to be right. Forgiveness meets a need that we know we have.  
 
Forgiveness is also precious because it heals a relationship and removes the barrier that wrongs had 
erected. It is a beautiful thing when two people are reconciled by one forgiving the other of an offense. 
The same is true with reference to God. We need His forgiveness because our wrongs damage our 
relationship with Him. Our sins separate us from God (Isaiah 59:2), and in that state we cannot enjoy 
fellowship with Him either in this life or in heaven. But God’s  forgiveness will heal that broken 
relationship—broken because of our sins—and will enable us to have  fellowship with God both now and 
forever. God’s offer of forgiveness in Jesus is good news! 
 
1. Good News: We Don’t Have to be Ashamed 
(Romans 1:16-17) "I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of 
everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. {17} For in the gospel a righteousness from 
God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will 
live by faith."" 
 
Paul wasn’t ashamed of his message about Christ because it was from God and no Christian should ever 
be ashamed of anything related to the Creator of the universe! 
 
Two reasons have been suggested why we might be ashamed: 
a. The fear of intellectual shame 
Some think the gospel doesn’t measure up to the scholar and philosopher. It comes down to our 



 25

understanding of God’s ways compared to man’s ways (note, this is not a new problem…Paul dealt with 
it long ago, too): 
 
(1 Cor 1:25) "Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
men." 
 
(1 Cor 3:18-20) "Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let 
him become foolish that he may become wise. {19} For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before 
God. For it is written, "He is THE ONE WHO CATCHES THE WISE IN THEIR CRAFTINESS"; {20} and 
again, "THE LORD KNOWS THE REASONINGS of the wise, THAT THEY ARE USELESS."" 
 
b. The fear of social shame 
We’re afraid of what people will think and how people will act when they hear that we believe in Jesus.  
 
(2 Tim 1:7-9) "For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline. {8} 
Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, or of me His prisoner; but join with me in 
suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, {9} who has saved 
us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and 
grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity." 
 
Being all-powerful, God could wipe mankind off the face of the earth, but instead He has chosen to give 
men the good news of salvation. He is full of compassion and grace. God saves all nationalities…He 
shows no favoritism! 
 
Salvation means: 
a. deliverance from being lost in our sins 
b. deliverance from enemies and danger ("salvation does not mean that God delivers man from 
experiencing difficulty and danger in this present world but it does deliver us through the difficulties and 
dangers of this life") 
 
2. Good News: We’re Offered Forgiveness of our sins Luke 7:36-50! 
"Forgiveness is man’s deepest need and God’s highest achievement."  
 
We hurt others around us and don’t live up to what we want to be…forgiveness meets a need we know we 
have! 
 
"In events following the tragic bombing in Oklahoma City, anger often was met with love, even among 
Christians grappling with both. Callers swamped Oklahoma City radio talk shows. Those callers who 
insisted that the perpetrators be shot on sight were followed by others who pleaded for prayers for the 
bombers' salvation. The desire to forgive rather than seek revenge, which was expressed by many people 
in the Bible-Belt city, impressed reporters. An atheist told a local minister he had never experienced such 
love."  
 
It’s similar in our relationship with God: our willful sins separate us from God (Isaiah 59:2) and in that 
state we cannot be in fellowship with God.  
 
Some years ago, after a vigorous brotherly and sisterly disagreement, three children retired only to be 
aroused at two o'clock in the morning by a terrific thunderstorm. Hearing an unusual noise upstairs I 
called in to find out what was going on. A little voice answered, "We are all in the closet forgiving each 
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other."  
 
3. Good News: Chance to be "in Christ" 
(1 Cor 1:4) "I thank my God always concerning you, for the grace of God which was given you in Christ 
Jesus…" 
 
(2 Cor. 5:17) "Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old things passed away; behold, 
new things have come " 
 
No study of Christ and the church can omit this unique phrase and its implications for the meaning and 
blessings of the church. 
 
In Scriptures, being "in Christ" and being "in the church" are equivalent phrases which have essentially 
the same meaning. The church is called "the body" in Ephesians 1:22-23 and to be "in Christ" is to be in 
His church, His body. 
 
A Place of Privilege 
(Eph 1:4-6) "…just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before Him. In love {5} He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the kind intention of His will, {6} to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved." 
 
Before the creation of the world, God chose that the body of Christ would be the place of privilege. This 
divine choice does not conflict with man’s freedom of choice. In fact, it gives man the freedom to choose 
to be among the chosen. 
 
Whether or not we’re God’s children is not a matter of luck, but of choice. 
 
A Place of Provision 
(Eph. 1:3) "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ," 
 
A Place of Promise 
(1 John 5:11-12) "And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 
{12} He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the Father." 
 
How does one get "in Christ?" 
(Rom. 6:1-6) "What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace might increase? {2} May it 
never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? {3} Or do you not know that all of us who have 
been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? {4} Therefore we have been buried 
with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 
of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. {5} For if we have become united with Him in the 
likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection, {6} knowing this, that 
our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no 
longer be slaves to sin;" 
 
(Gal. 3:27) "For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ." 
 
Steps in Receiving God's Forgiveness 
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The first step in receiving God’s forgiveness is believing that God is and that He has authority over our 
lives. Unfortunately, these truths are not automatically or widely believed. Many today do not accept (or 
at least do not admit) the existence of God. Even if they were to accept the existence of a cosmic 
intelligence or creative being, they may not accept the idea of that being having any authority over their 
lives. 
 
But the clear message of Scripture, announced in the creation account in Genesis, is that God exists, that 
He created man in His image, and that we owe Him obedience. In addition, Paul in Acts 17 described “the 
God 
who made the world and all things in it” (v. 24) and explained that this one true God created humans and 
arranged man’s world in such a way “that they should seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and 
find 
Him, though He is not far from each one of us” (v. 27). If you do not have a conviction about the 
existence of God and about God’s authority over your life, then talk of God’s forgiveness will only be an 
intellectual exercise for you. 
 
A second step is believing that you have done something wrong which God needs to forgive. I might 
believe God exists, but if I do not believe I have wronged Him, I will not have any motivation to want or 
seek His forgiveness. Some say that a sin is merely an occasion when we disappoint ourselves, others, or 
society. 
They say it is when we fail to meet society’s accepted norms. If you believe that, then you will not be 
interested in God’s forgiveness. Actually, sin is above all else a matter of failing God (Psalms 51:4), not 
failing self, friends, or society, even though those may be involved. As a result, we need forgiveness from 
Him.  
 
The people to whom Peter was preaching on Pentecost did not realize that what they had done in 
crucifying Jesus was a sin against God that needed to be forgiven. They had thought that executing Jesus 
had simply gotten out of their way a troublemaker and a disappointing Messiah. To offer God’s 
forgiveness for that would not have made sense.  
 
They had thought that they were pleasing God. But Peter convicted them that this Jesus whom they had 
crucified was the One whom God had raised from the dead and had made both Lord and Christ (Acts 
2:32, 36). Then they realized that what they had done was a sin that needed to be forgiven by God. Peter’s 
call for them to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins (Acts 2:38) 
was good news to them because they had come to be convicted that their actions were sins.  
 
A third step is believing that Jesus is the source of forgiveness. It is good to know that God is, and it is 
good to realize that you have failed God, but you also need to know what to do about it. What is the 
source of  forgiveness? How does one obtain it? Ephesians 1:7 says that “in Him [Christ] we have 
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses.” It is in Christ, and specifically in His 
death, that we will find forgiveness. How exactly does this happen? Let us work through this important 
concept.  
 
Paul wrote, “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). In other words, the penalty for sin is death. This 
is true in two ways. First, physical death has come upon all as the consequence of Adam’s sin (Genesis 
3:19, 22). Then 
spiritual death—separation from God—faces each accountable person because of his or her own sin 
(Isaiah 59:2; Romans 3:23). God has made people aware of their sins for centuries. The old covenant 
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called for many animal (blood-shedding) sacrifices as the response of repentance for one’s sins. This was 
an elementary lesson on the connection between the giving of a life and making things right with God.  
 
In fact, Hebrews 9:22 says that “without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” In establishing the 
new covenant, Jesus’ blood was shed on the cross as the supreme sacrifice for sin. He died because of sin, 
not His own but others’ sin. In addition, even though God did not abandon His obedient Son in the 
moment of His greatest need, God had to let Jesus experience the separation that sin causes between God 
and man (2 Corinthians 5:21). Jesus paid the debt of sin on the cross. Paul wrote that, “God displayed 
[Jesus] publicly as a propitiation in His blood . . . .” (Romans 3:25). Jesus’ death on the cross pays the 
penalty for our sins, the penalty that we deserved and which had to be  paid in order for God to continue 
to be just (Romans 3:26).  
 
When you trust Jesus' death on the cross as the source of God’s forgiveness, demonstrating that trust as 
you participate in Jesus’ death in baptism (Romans 6:3-7), you receive God’s forgiveness for your sins in 
Jesus’ name. A final step is believing that trusting Jesus brings forgiveness to you. Not only must you 
believe that God is, that you have failed God, that Jesus is the source of forgiveness, but you must also 
believe that God’s forgiveness can apply even to you. When someone accepts God’s forgiveness 
personally, the effect in that person’s life is obvious. The sinful woman who anointed Jesus’ feet (as 
described in Luke 7:36-50) did 
not believe that God’s forgiveness was just a theoretical idea or something that was given only to others.  
 
She believed that it had been given to her. She demonstrated her belief in that forgiveness by her love. 
The Ethiopian eunuch whom Philip taught and baptized (Acts 8:26-40) was also convinced that he had 
been forgiven. He demonstrated his belief in God’s forgiveness by his joy. Believing that God’s 
forgiveness can apply to you may be the hardest of the four concepts to accept. It is often hard for a 
person to believe, “God will forgive even me!” The apostle John knew some Christians who evidently 
struggled with accepting God’s forgiveness. They had been caused to wonder about their relationship with 
God and the certainty of their forgiveness.  
 
John wrote to them, “If we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we are 
deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:7-9). John’s intention was to 
help them see that Christians who set their life-course to follow God’s way can be certain that their sins 
are being continually forgiven.  
 
But How Can I Know? 
“That may well be,” you say, “but how can I know for sure? After all, I am conscious of my sins, both 
previous and current. How can God actually forgive someone as bad as I am? Besides, I don’t feel very 
forgiven much of the time. How can I know?” The way that you know God’s forgiveness is by faith, by 
trusting His Word on it. You trust that it is true and you live on the basis of your trust because of what 
God has promised. The truth of His forgiveness should outweigh any changeable feelings and nagging 
questions you might have about it.  
 
A person trusts that a rope bridge will allow him to cross a chasm not by “feeling” that it will, but by 
stepping out on it. And what gets him across is not the quality of his faith but the quality of the bridge, the 
object of his faith. 
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Forgiveness is more than just “feeling forgiven.” You must begin to see yourself as a  forgiven person 
(Romans 6:11; 8:1). Your life can have as its foundation the fact of God’s forgiveness. Your feelings 
about being forgiven 
are something that you must work out within yourself. How you feel about your sins and your forgiveness 
is important, but it is not paramount. The fact of your forgiveness is of first importance. Knowing God’s 
forgiveness is also more than dissecting the definition of forgiveness to try to cover every possible aspect 
of the subject. Forgiveness is something you accept on faith.  
 
Many discussions about forgiveness have run aground when people have tried to define it completely. The 
woman caught in adultery, told by Jesus to leave her life of sin (with the clear implication that if she did 
she would be forgiven), did not ask Jesus, “Really? But now, what is the Greek word for ‘forgive’?” Can 
you imagine such dry, intellectual reaction to the reality of God’s forgiveness? No! When you know you 
need it, and when you have done what you need to do to get it, you can know that you have it. People who 
get married may not “feel” married sometimes, and they probably do not have every angle of marriage 
figured, but if they have said their “I do’s” before the preacher, they are married! 
 
In the same way, those who know they need forgiveness and have received it can live with the assurance 
that God knows what the full definition of forgiveness is. People who know forgiveness can accept that. 
 
You Can Be Free! 
Finally, the sureness of God’s forgiveness is greater than our doubts about it. Think about the paralytic on 
the mat who was brought to Jesus to be healed (Mark 2:1-12). He was brought to Jesus to have the Lord 
help him with one aspect of his life, but Jesus bore home to the real problem in his life: his sins. “My 
son,” Jesus said, “your sins are forgiven.” The man did not argue with Jesus. He did not question what 
Jesus meant. He realized that Jesus had dealt with his real need for forgiveness. We can only hope that 
when it finally dawned on the man what had happened, he exclaimed, “Hallelujah! Praise God! I’m 
forgiven!” But he had to trust Jesus’  forgiveness in order to enjoy it.  
 
Suppose your bank sends you a monthly notice on your home mortgage and you regularly go to the bank 
to make your payment. Then one day the loan officer at the bank calls you into his  office  and says, 
“We’re going to have called your debt even. Your mortgage is considered paid.” You are flabbergasted! 
“What?” you reply. “There must be some mistake!” They say, “No, there’s no mistake. We’re forgiving 
your debt. It’s canceled.” What would your response be? Would you ask, “Are you sure?” Would you say, 
“Does this mean fully canceled, or what?” Would you say, “I still feel in debt. How do you explain that?” 
Would you go back to the bank on the first of every month with a check in your hand just in case you 
might need to continue making payments?  
 
The bank people would say, “Don’t hang around here and act as though you are still in debt. You’re free 
of that—go and enjoy life!” When it finally dawned on you what had happened and you accepted it, you 
would shout, “Whoopee!” After saying the appropriate thank-you’s, you could walk away debtfree —and 
sure of it. That is the good news o forgiveness!  
 
Conclusion 
Remember Paul's words: “Let it be known to you, brethren, that through [Jesus] forgiveness of sins is 
proclaimed to you, and through Him everyone who believes is freed from all things, from which you 
could not be freed through the Law of Moses” (Acts 13:38, 39).  
 
Those are powerful, precious words. Believe it! Act on it! Live in the assurance of it! The truth of the 
forgiveness of your sins  through Jesus is good news! 
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Loving the People You Are Stuck With--A Forgiving Heart 
My first pet came in the form of a childhood Christmas Eve gift. Somewhere I have a snapshot of a 
brown-and-white Chinese pug, small enough to fit in my father’s hand, cute enough to steal my eight-
year-old heart. We named her Liz. 

I carried her all day. Her floppy ears fascinated me, and her flat nose intrigued me. I even took her to 
bed. So what if she smelled like a dog? I thought the odor was cute. So what if she whined and 
whimpered? I thought the noise was cute. So what if she did her business on my pillow? Can’t say I 
thought that was cute, but I didn’t mind. 

Mom and Dad had made it clear in our prenuptial agreement that I was to be Liz’s caretaker, and I 
was happy to oblige. I cleaned her little eating dish and opened her can of puppy food. The minute she 
lapped up some water, I replenished it. I kept her hair combed and her tail wagging. 

Within a few days, however, my feelings changed a bit. Liz was still my dog, and I was still her 
friend, but I grew weary with her barking, and she seemed hungry an awful lot. More than once my folks 
had to remind me, “Take care of her. She is your dog.” 

I didn’t like hearing those words— your dog. I wouldn’t have minded the phrase “your dog to play 
with” or “your dog when you want her” or even “your dog when she is behaving.” But those weren’t my 
parents’ words. They said, “Liz is your dog. ” Period. In sickness and in health. For richer, for poorer. In 
dryness and in wetness. 

That’s when it occurred to me. I am stuck with Liz. The courtship was over, and the honeymoon had 
ended. We were mutually leashed. Liz went from an option to an obligation, from a pet to a chore, from 
someone to play with to someone to care for. 

Perhaps you can relate. Chances are you know the claustrophobia that comes with commitment. Only 
instead of being reminded, “She is your dog,” you’re told, “He is your husband.” Or, “She is your wife.” 
Or, “He is your child, parent, employee or boss or roommate” or any other relationship that requires 
loyalty for survival. 

Such permanence can lead to panic—at least it did in me. I had to answer some tough questions. Can I 
tolerate the same flat-nosed, hairy, hungry face every morning? (You wives know the feeling?) Am I 
going to be barked at until the day I die? (Any kids connecting here?) Will she ever learn to clean up her 
own mess? (Did I hear an “amen” from some parents?) 

STUCKITITIS 
Such are the questions we ask when we feel stuck with someone. There is a word for this condition. Upon 
consulting the one-word medical dictionary (which I wrote the day before I crafted this chapter), I 
discovered that this condition is a common malady known as stuckititis. ( Stuck meaning “trapped.” Ititis 
being the six letters you tag on to any word you want to sound impressive. Read it out loud: stuckititis. ) 
Gary’s Manual of Medical Terms has this to say about the condition: 

Attacks of stuckititis are limited to people who breathe and typically occur somewhere between birth 
and death. Stuckititis manifests itself in irritability, short fuses, and a mountain range of molehills. The 
common symptom of stuckititis victims is the repetition of questions beginning with who, what, and 
why. Who is this person? What was I thinking? Why didn’t I listen to my mother? 1  
This prestigious manual identifies three ways to cope with stuckititis: flee, fight, or forgive. Some opt 

to flee: to get out of the relationship and start again elsewhere, though they are often surprised when the 
condition surfaces on the other side of the fence as well. Others fight. Houses become combat zones, and 
offices become boxing rings, and tension becomes a way of life. A few, however, discover another 
treatment: forgiveness. My manual has no model for how forgiveness occurs, but the Bible does. 

                                                           
1 Gary Lucado, Ph.D. of Etymological Contortionism, Gary’s Manual of Medical Terms (Nonsense, Tex.: One Page 
Publishing, 1998), vol. 1, ch. 1, p. 1, sentence 1. 
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Jesus himself knew the feeling of being stuck with someone. For three years he ran with the same 
crew. By and large, he saw the same dozen or so faces around the table, around the campfire, around the 
clock. They rode in the same boats and walked the same roads and visited the same houses, and I wonder, 
how did Jesus stay so devoted to his men? Not only did he have to put up with their visible oddities, he 
had to endure their invisible foibles. Think about it. He could hear their unspoken thoughts. He knew their 
private doubts. Not only that, he knew their future doubts. What if you knew every mistake your loved 
ones had ever made and every mistake they would ever make? What if you knew every thought they 
would have about you, every irritation, every dislike, every betrayal? 

Was it hard for Jesus to love Peter, knowing Peter would someday curse him? Was it tough to trust 
Thomas, knowing Thomas would one day question Jesus’ resurrection? How did Jesus resist the urge to 
recruit a new batch of followers? John wanted to destroy one enemy. Peter sliced off the ear of another. 
Just days before Jesus’ death, his disciples were arguing about which of them was the best! How was he 
able to love people who were hard to like? 

Few situations stir panic like being trapped in a relationship. It’s one thing to be stuck with a puppy 
but something else entirely to be stuck in a marriage. We may chuckle over goofy terms like stuckititis, 
but for many, this is no laughing matter. For that reason I think it wise that we begin our study of what it 
means to be just like Jesus by pondering his heart of forgiveness. How was Jesus able to love his 
disciples? The answer is found in the thirteenth chapter of John. 

WITH TOWEL AND BASIN 
Of all the times we see the bowing knees of Jesus, none is so precious as when he kneels before his 
disciples and washes their feet. 

It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world 
and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of 
his love. 

The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, 
to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come 
from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, … and 
began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. (vv. 1–5 
NIV ) 
It has been a long day. Jerusalem is packed with Passover guests, most of whom clamor for a glimpse 

of the Teacher. The spring sun is warm. The streets are dry. And the disciples are a long way from home. 
A splash of cool water would be refreshing. 

The disciples enter, one by one, and take their places around the table. On the wall hangs a towel, and 
on the floor sits a pitcher and a basin. Any one of the disciples could volunteer for the job, but not one 
does. 

After a few moments, Jesus stands and removes his outer garment. He wraps a servant’s girdle around 
his waist, takes up the basin, and kneels before one of the disciples. He unlaces a sandal and gently lifts 
the foot and places it in the basin, covers it with water, and begins to bathe it. One by one, one grimy foot 
after another, Jesus works his way down the row. 

In Jesus’ day the washing of feet was a task reserved not just for servants but for the lowest of 
servants. Every circle has its pecking order, and the circle of household workers was no exception. The 
servant at the bottom of the totem pole was expected to be the one on his knees with the towel and basin. 

In this case the one with the towel and basin is the king of the universe. Hands that shaped the stars 
now wash away filth. Fingers that formed mountains now massage toes. And the one before whom all 
nations will one day kneel now kneels before his disciples. Hours before his own death, Jesus’ concern is 
singular. He wants his disciples to know how much he loves them. More than removing dirt, Jesus is 
removing doubt. 
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Jesus knows what will happen to his hands at the crucifixion. Within twenty-four hours they will be 
pierced and lifeless. Of all the times we’d expect him to ask for the disciples’ attention, this would be one. 
But he doesn’t. 

You can be sure Jesus knows the future of these feet he is washing. These twenty-four feet will not 
spend the next day following their master, defending his cause. These feet will dash for cover at the flash 
of a Roman sword. Only one pair of feet won’t abandon him in the garden. One disciple won’t desert him 
at Gethsemane—Judas won’t even make it that far! He will abandon Jesus that very night at the table. 

I looked for a Bible translation that reads, “Jesus washed all the disciples’ feet except the feet of 
Judas,” but I couldn’t find one. What a passionate moment when Jesus silently lifts the feet of his betrayer 
and washes them in the basin! Within hours the feet of Judas, cleansed by the kindness of the one he will 
betray, will stand in Caiaphas’s court. 

Behold the gift Jesus gives his followers! He knows what these men are about to do. He knows they 
are about to perform the vilest act of their lives. By morning they will bury their heads in shame and look 
down at their feet in disgust. And when they do, he wants them to remember how his knees knelt before 
them and he washed their feet. He wants them to realize those feet are still clean. “You don’t understand 
now what I am doing, but you will understand later” ( John 13:7 ). 

Remarkable. He forgave their sin before they even committed it. He offered mercy before they even 
sought it. 

FROM THE BASIN OF HIS GRACE 
Oh, I could never do that, you object. The hurt is so deep. The wounds are so numerous. Just seeing the 
person causes me to cringe. Perhaps that is your problem. Perhaps you are seeing the wrong person or at 
least too much of the wrong person. Remember, the secret of being just like Jesus is “fixing our eyes” on 
him. Try shifting your glance away from the one who hurt you and setting your eyes on the one who has 
saved you. 

Note the promise of John, “But if we live in the light, as God is in the light, we can share fellowship 
with each other. Then the blood of Jesus, God’s Son, cleanses us from every sin” ( 1 John 1:7 ). 

Aside from geography and chronology, our story is the same as the disciples’. We weren’t in 
Jerusalem, and we weren’t alive that night. But what Jesus did for them he has done for us. He has 
cleansed us. He has cleansed our hearts from sin. 

Even more, he is still cleansing us! John tells us, “We are being cleansed from every sin by the blood 
of Jesus.” In other words, we are always being cleansed. The cleansing is not a promise for the future but 
a reality in the present. Let a speck of dust fall on the soul of a saint, and it is washed away. Let a spot of 
filth land on the heart of God’s child, and the filth is wiped away. Jesus still cleans his disciples’ feet. 
Jesus still washes away stains. Jesus still purifies his people. 

Our Savior kneels down and gazes upon the darkest acts of our lives. But rather than recoil in horror, 
he reaches out in kindness and says, “I can clean that if you want.” And from the basin of his grace, he 
scoops a palm full of mercy and washes away our sin. 

But that’s not all he does. Because he lives in us, you and I can do the same. Because he has forgiven 
us, we can forgive others. Because he has a forgiving heart, we can have a forgiving heart. We can have a 
heart like his. 

“If I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash each other’s feet. I did this 
as an example so that you should do as I have done for you” ( John 13:14–15 ). 

Jesus washes our feet for two reasons. The first is to give us mercy; the second is to give us a 
message, and that message is simply this: Jesus offers unconditional grace; we are to offer unconditional 
grace. The mercy of Christ preceded our mistakes; our mercy must precede the mistakes of others. Those 
in the circle of Christ had no doubt of his love; those in our circles should have no doubts about ours. 

What does it mean to have a heart like his? It means to kneel as Jesus knelt, touching the grimy parts 
of the people we are stuck with and washing away their unkindnesses with kindness. Or as Paul wrote, 
“Be kind and loving to each other, and forgive each other just as God forgave you in Christ” ( Eph. 4:32 ). 
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“But, Gary,” you are saying, “I’ve done nothing wrong. I’m not the one who cheated. I’m not the one 
who lied. I’m not the guilty party here.” Perhaps you aren’t. But neither was Jesus. Of all the men in that 
room, only one was worthy of having his feet washed. And he was the one who washed the feet. The one 
worthy of being served, served others. The genius of Jesus’ example is that the burden of bridge-building 
falls on the strong one, not on the weak one. The one who is innocent is the one who makes the gesture. 

And you know what happens? More often than not, if the one in the right volunteers to wash the feet 
of the one in the wrong, both parties get on their knees. Don’t we all think we are right? Hence we wash 
each other’s feet. 

Please understand. Relationships don’t thrive because the guilty are punished but because the 
innocent are merciful. 

THE POWER OF FORGIVENESS 
Recently I shared a meal with some friends. A husband and wife wanted to tell me about a storm they 
were weathering. Through a series of events, she learned of an act of infidelity that had occurred over a 
decade ago. He had made the mistake of thinking it’d be better not to tell her, so he didn’t. But she found 
out. And as you can imagine, she was deeply hurt. 

Through the advice of a counselor, the couple dropped everything and went away for several days. A 
decision had to be made. Would they flee, fight, or forgive? So they prayed. They talked. They walked. 
They reflected. In this case the wife was clearly in the right. She could have left. Women have done so for 
lesser reasons. Or she could have stayed and made his life a living hell. Other women have done that. But 
she chose a different response. 

On the tenth night of their trip, my friend found a card on his pillow. On the card was a printed verse: 
“I’d rather do nothing with you than something without you.” Beneath the verse she had written these 
words: 

I forgive you. I love you. Let’s move on. 
The card might as well have been a basin. And the pen might as well have been a pitcher of water, for 

out of it poured pure mercy, and with it she washed her husband’s feet. 
Certain conflicts can be resolved only with a basin of water. Are any relationships in your world 

thirsty for mercy? Are there any sitting around your table who need to be assured of your grace? Jesus 
made sure his disciples had no reason to doubt his love. Why don’t you do the same?5  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
5Lucado, M. 2001, c1998. Just like Jesus (electronic ed.) . Word Publishing: Nashville 
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Jesus Is Good News Series 

#4 He Teaches Us How To Live - Matthew 22:36-40 
Preached after honoring our teachers in an appreciation banquet on Saturday prior to this sermon 

 
"Years ago in a church in Dallas, the minister was having trouble finding a teacher for a junior high boys 
class. The list of prospects had only one name -- and when they told the person in charge who it was he 
said, "You've got to be kidding." But he couldn't have been more wrong about that young man. He took 
the class and revolutionized it.  
 
"I was so impressed, I invited him to my home for lunch and asked him the secret of his success. He 
pulled out a little black book. On each page he had a small picture of one of the boys, and under the boy's 
name were comments like "having trouble in arithmetic," or "comes to church 
against parents' wishes," or "would like to be a missionary some day, but doesn't think he has what it 
takes."   
 
"I pray over those pages every day," he said, "and I can hardly wait to come to church each Sunday to see 
what God has been doing in their lives."  
 
Amen! That’s the kind of teachers we need here at West Broward!  If I were to sum up the importance of 
our education ministry, at all ages, I think the words of Paul in 1 Timothy 4:1-6: "But the Spirit explicitly 
says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and 
doctrines of demons, {2} by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a 
branding iron, {3} men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods, which God has created 
to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth. {4} For everything created by God is 
good, and nothing is to be rejected, if it is received with gratitude; {5} for it is sanctified by means of the 
word of God and prayer. {6} In pointing out these things to the brethren, you will be a good servant of 
Christ Jesus, constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have 
been following." 
 
I wrote an article which was published in The Christian Bible Teacher in July of 1987 entitled The Need 
for Knowledge. (I was later told that the article is being reproduced and has been handed out at Harding in 
one of the education classes for some eight years). It lists these reasons why Bible knowledge is so vital: 
a. Knowledge gives substance to faith 
b. Knowledge stabilizes us during times of testing 
c. Knowledge enables the Christian to handle the Bible accurately 
d. Knowledge equips him to detect and confront error. 
e. It makes him confident in his daily walk 
f. A good foundation of spiritual truth filters out fears and superstitions 
 
C. S. Lewis wrote: "If all the world were Christian it might not matter if all the world were uneducated.  
"But, as it is, a cultural life will exist outside the church whether it exists inside or not. To be ignorant and 
simple now—not to be able to meet the enemies on their own ground—would be to throw down our 
weapons, and to betray our uneducated brethern who have, under God, no defense but us against the 
intellectual attacks of the heathen.   
 
"Good philosophy must exist, if for no other reason, because bad philosophy needs to be answered. The 
cool intellect must work not only against cool intellect on the other side, but against the muddy heathen 
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mysticisms which deny intellect altogether.  
 
"Most of all, perhaps, we need intimate knowledge of the past…the learned life then is, for some, a duty." 
 
And now to our Good News Series: 
(Matthew 22:36-40)  "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" {37} Jesus replied: 
"'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' {38} This is 
the first and greatest commandment. {39} And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' {40} 
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." 
 
Stanley is not your typical preacher. Moreover, he is a genuine people-person and devotes his life to 
teaching others the way of Jesus. Once Stanley was making a plane trip when the takeoff was delayed 
because of mechanical problems. The passengers were already on board and had to deplane until the 
problem was corrected. After they got back on the plane, the pilot announced, “We are having more 
problems and must ask that you deplane again and wait in the terminal.” 
 
When they were finally ready to take off, the passengers, many of whom were businessmen, were 
obviously frustrated at the delays, inconvenience, and missed connections. One man came down the aisle 
complaining that he had not been given an aisle seat as he had requested. Stanley offered him his seat, but 
the man abruptly refused. The man wadded his coat into a ball, opened the door to the overhead storage 
compartment, threw his coat in, slammed the door shut, and sat down beside Stanley.  
 
Stanley thought for a minute, then got up, opened the storage compartment door, took out the man’s coat, 
shook out the wrinkles, folded it carefully, and laid it down in the storage compartment. At this the wide-
eyed and incredulous man asked, “Why did you do that?” Stanley replied, “Your coat was all wrinkled 
and I knew you really didn’t want it to be. So I made things right for you.” 
 
As they got into a conversation, the man asked Stanley, “What do you do for a living?” Stanley 
responded, “I  teach people how to live.” The man said, “Teach me!” Others nearby, having watched the 
whole scene, said, “Yeah, me too!” That broke the ice and everyone had a much more pleasant trip.6  
 
Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). John said of Jesus, “In Him was life, 
and the life was the light of men” (John 1:4).  
 
Jesus knew how to live. His was the most full, successful, complete, victorious, meaningful, and peaceful 
life that any person has ever lived on the face of this planet. And the good news is that He can teach us 
how to live that way too. Many of us, it seems, do not really know how to live. We do not have the benefit 
of a dress rehearsal at life before we have to live it. We have to learn as we go, and most of us get some 
bad advice along the way. We pick up negative ways of coping with life. We get angry at the wrong 
times,  and we worry about things that do not really matter. We handle relationships poorly and wonder 
why we cannot get along with others.  
 
Many wander through life without much of a sense of purpose. Countless persons have become involved 
with drugs and alcohol because they lack this sense of purpose for their lives. Often we just really do not 
know how to operate in this thing called life. What fills our hours and days should be evidence of our love 
for God. 

                                                           
6 1Paul Faulkner, Making Things Right . . . When Things Go Wrong (Ft. Worth, Tex.: Sweet Publishing Co., 1986), 164-66. 
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As the Son of our Creator and as the One who called Himself “life,” Jesus has invaluable lessons for us in 
this business of living. His mind and heart were not cluttered with the self-doubts, inhibitions, and 
selfishness that plague us. He went through life with a clarity of vision and a singleness of purpose 
that enabled Him to live successfully and effectively.  
 
He can give us answers for the questions and struggles we have. When we listen to Jesus and follow what 
He has to teach us, we, too, will know how to live.  
 
The Lord's Wisdom 
Upon first reading, these precepts gleaned from the gospels seem to defy human logic. A deeper study, 
however, will reveal that in them the Lord has outlined a wondrous pattern and a wise design for believers 
who want to enjoy a successful, overcoming life.  
 
Note these paradoxes:  
- We see unseen things (2 Cor. 4:18);  
- we conquer by yielding (Rom. 6:16-18);  
- we find rest under a yoke (Mt. 11:28-30);  
- we reign by serving (Mark 10:42-44);  
- we are made great by becoming little (Luke 9:48);  
- we are exalted by being humble (Mt. 23:12);  
- we become wise by being fools for Christ's sake (1 Cor. 1:20, 21);  
- we are made free by becoming His bond servants (Rom. 6:10);  
- we wax strong by being weak (2 Cor. 12:10);  
- we triumph by defeat (2 Cor. 12:7-9);  
- we find victory by glorying in our infirmities (2 Cor. 12:5);  
- and we live by dying (John 12:24,25; 2 Cor. 4:10,11).  
 
The good news today is that principles like these lived out in our lives teach us how to live, too! 
 
Many of us don’t live like we know how live: 
· we have to learn as we go 
· we pick up negative ways of coping with life 
· we get angry at the wrong times 
· we worry about things that don’t really matter 
· we handle relationships poorly and wonder why we can’t get along with others and can’t figure out why 
we don’t have many close friends 
· countless people get involved with drugs and alcohol because they lack a sense of purpose in their lives 
 
Jesus Teaches Us What Is Important 
How we live is dependent in large measure on our priorities. We will fill our lives with what we believe to 
be important. Jesus shows us how to live by telling us what is important. “Teacher, what is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?” an expert in the law of Moses asked Jesus (Matthew 22:36). Good question! 
The Jewish rabbis identified over six hundred specific  commandments in the law code given to Israel by 
God. In all of that mass of material, what was of central importance? 
 
The same question can be asked today about our lives. We have job demands, family demands, and 
countless opportunities for involvement and activity. In terms of life guidelines, Christians have a New 
Testament that contains numerous spiritual teachings. How do you sort it all out? What is really most 
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important? Jesus replied, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.’ This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets” 
(Matthew 22:37-40). 
 
That is it! That is what has ultimate importance for Jesus. He said that God is important and that people 
are important. When you live in such a way that you show that God is important and that other people are 
important, you will show that you have learned how to live. 
 
In giving this greatest commandment, Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy 6:4, 5. Most Jews in Jesus’ day 
recognized this as the most important commandment in the law. Many Jews recited it every morning and 
evening. Jesus was saying, though, that we not only need to recognize it and be able to repeat it, but we 
need to live it. To love God with our hearts means that our desires should reflect a dedication to God. 
Above all else that we might desire, Jesus says, we should give our hearts to God. 
 
To love God with our souls means that we recognize that our very lives come from Him and are 
consecrated to Him. All that is life within us should be used to glorify God. We should care about His will 
more than anything else.  
 
To love God with our strength means that we show our love for Him in our physical activities. What we 
do should reflect a desire to please Him in every respect. We usually find the time to do those things that 
are most important to us. Jesus is saying that what fills our hours and days should be evidence of our love 
for God.  
 
Jesus added a second most important commandment, even though He was only asked for one, because the 
second is closely linked to the first. How we treat others indicates what we think of the God who made 
them. Someone has said, “You only love Jesus as much as you love the person you love the least.” Jesus said 
that you should treat another person as though that person were you. This is really another way of expressing the 
Golden Rule: “However you want people to treat you, so treat them” (Matthew 7:12). 
 
I have found that this simple rule, seen as an empty cliché by some, provides many of the answers I need in 
knowing how to relate to others. Jesus is saying that how we treat others should not depend on circumstances or 
on how others treat us. We should treat others by a standard, and that standard is to see them as though they were 
us. Whatever excuses, patience, and space we give to ourselves or want others to give to us, we should extend to 
others. What I would like to have in most circumstances is pretty clear to me. That, said Jesus, is exactly what I 
should give to others. 
 
This involves taking an interest in people, giving them time for their needs, extending forgiveness, and giving them 
every benefit of the doubt because that is what you want yourself. For example, once I thought that I might 
have offended someone by something I said. As I thought about it, I said to myself, “She shouldn’t get upset about 
that. I would not if someone had said that to me.” What I needed to consider, though, is that there are some things 
that others say and do that do get under my skin, and I want them to be considerate of me in those situations. In the 
same way, I need to be aware that there are things I may say and do that bother others, and I need to be sensitive to 
that fact in dealing with others. I do not appreciate someone’s telling me, “You 
shouldn’t feel that way!” If I want people to respect me, then I should treat others with respect. 
 
What Jesus is telling us is that ultimately, in comparison, money is not important. Cars, ball games, and schedules 
are unimportant. God is important, and people are important. Our children are important. Our co- workers are 
important. Those who do not share our beliefs are important. And if God is important and people are important, 
then God’s people— Christians, members of the church—are very important! 
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The powerful thing about Jesus is that He not only said these words, but He also lived them. You can see in 
everything Jesus did and said that He believed that God is important and that people are important. When we live 
that way, we will have come to know how to live. 
 
Jesus Teaches Us How to Use Our Abilities and Opportunities 
Two questions that I sometimes wonder about are, “Since God made me the way I am, what am I to do with 
myself?” and “What is the best way to respond to situations that arise?” In other words, what do I do with my 
abilities and opportunities? Two consecutive passages in Matthew 25 speak to these questions and teach us how we 
are to live in terms of using our abilities and opportunities. The parable of the talents (vv. 14-30) and the judgment 
scene in which the sheep are divided from the goats (vv. 31-46) give us the Lord’s answers to these questions on 
how we are to live.  
 
In the parable of the talents, the servants of the master are given different amounts of money (a talent was an 
amount of money in Jesus’ day) “each according to his own ability” (v. 15). The servants had varying abilities, 
and what they were given was based on their abilities. What they were given were opportunities to utilize their 
abilities. Ability gives rise to opportunity in the Lord’s eyes. In addition, the master expected his servants to 
take advantage of those opportunities and do something positive with what he had given them. This can be stated in 
what I believe to be a good formula on how to live:  

Ability + Opportunity = Responsibility 
 
Second, in the judgment scene the “sheep” were rewarded because they had used their abilities in situations in 
which people needed help; the goats had not. The sheep had served others because they loved Jesus. The goats 
would have served Jesus if His need had been obvious to them, but as a rule they did not serve others. One gets the 
idea that their service had been motivated by their own selfinterest.  
 
They would have served if it would have scored points with Jesus. Their failing, though, was that they had not let 
Jesus transform their hearts to the point that they were willing to give of themselves for others. This 
suggests a second formula for living:  

Jesus + Need = Responsibility 
 
What do we do with the abilities God has given us? We are to utilize them in the opportunities that are presented to 
us. What are we to do about the needs of others of which we are aware? If we are wanting to serve Jesus, we 
must see those situations as occasions in which we have a responsibility to show love to others since we ourselves 
have been loved.  
 
Do you tend to operate by excuses? Most of us do at various times. We will toss out all sorts of excuses “why not,” 
when the fact is that we do not want to be bothered or we think that we will not get anything out of it. Jesus 
issaying that we should not hide behind our excuses. We should work to eliminate excuses, utilize our abilities, and 
capitalize on our opportunities to serve Jesus. The one talent man in the parable and the goats in the judgment scene 
had plenty of excuses. The others used what they had been given by the Master, in the opportunities placed before 
them by the Master, to serve their Master. If you and I could learn how to live by using our abilities and 
opportunities for God’s purposes, how rich our lives would be! 
 
Jesus Teaches Us the Morality By Which We Need to Live 
A major part of knowing how to live is knowing right and wrong. Any society has its standards of right and wrong, 
but those standards are not necessarily the same as Christ’s standards. The Jewish leaders in Jesus’ day 
had their standards of what was acceptable behavior, but they emphasized only outward actions and not inward 
thought and motivation.  
 
Jesus taught a standard of morality that was not based on what was popular. It was a standard that went deeper  than 
the superficial requirements of the Pharisees. Much of that new standard is presented in Matthew 5, where 
Jesus contrasted what the Pharisees taught as “the tradition of the rabbis” with what He taught as God’s Son. 
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He said, “You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not commit murder’” (v. 21). We know a person 
should not take another person's life in an act of murder. Jesus, however, went further: “But I say to you that 
everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court” (v. 22). We cannot murder, but also we 
cannot hate.  
 
He also said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’” (v. 27). Again, we know this is the 
case. It is wrong to break the marriage vow by having sex with a person who is not your mate. Then He said, 
“But I say to you, that everyone who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed adultery with her already in 
his heart” (v. 28). Jesus’ standard of morality forbids adultery, but it also forbids even looking at a woman to 
lust after her.  
 
How serious should we be about getting rid of sin from our lives? Jesus answered that: “If your right eye makes you 
stumble, tear it out, and throw it from you; for it is better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, 
than for your whole body to be thrown into hell” (v. 29). You should tear sin from your life even if it has been as 
much a “part” of you as an eye or a hand (v. 30). There should be no tolerating sin in our lives because the result 
will be our own destruction.  
 
Jesus gave other examples: He told them, “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
tooth’” (v. 38). This Old Testament law not only punished the wrongdoer, but it also limited retribution to the loss 
sustained by the injured party.  
 
That sounds reasonable enough, but Jesus went further: “But I say to you, do not resist him who is evil; but 
whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn to him the other also” (v. 39). Do not be concerned about the proper 
form of retaliation, Jesus said. Give up retaliation altogether. He said, “You have heard that it was said,  ‘You shall 
love your neighbor, and hate your enemy’” (v. 43). That seems fair. There will be some people whom you will love 
and there will be some whom you will hate. But that is not good enough for Jesus’ standard of living. 
“But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you in order that you may be sons of  our 
Father who is in heaven” (vv. 44, 45). Our standard is to love everyone, even those who hate us, because that is 
what God does. 
 
Jesus taught that the proper ethical standard involves not just our outward actions and not just what might pass for 
“acceptable” in the opinion of others. It also involves our thoughts and what God sees as acceptable. By 
what standard of right and wrong shall I live and treat others? By the standard of Jesus. He teaches us how to live.  
 
An Authentic Life 
The life of a Christian should be the most authentic life in the world. I am not saying that Christians should “act” 
authentic, as though they never have any problems. I am saying that Christians can be authentic. They can be 
turning those problems over to God. In addition, Christians should certainly be concerned about the right thing to 
do, but they should be even more concerned about having the proper motives and desires. These attitudes 
will give a Christian’s life a genuineness and authenticity that cannot be found elsewhere.  
 
A Christian’s life will be different from a life based on the world’s standard of morality in terms of what he does, 
his basis for decisions, and the priorities he sets. A Christian’s life will also be different in its influence on others. 
The world says ,“Live and let live,” but the Christian knows that the cross calls each person to  repentance and 
obedience.  
 
The Lord also told His people to tell the good news to others. Telling others about salvation is called “evangelism.” 
Some people see Christians who try to be evangelistic as a little odd. They try to bring God, Jesus, and the Bible in 
their conversation. They try to find people who want to study the Bible with them. 
One of the best ways to be evangelistic is to be godly. That will make Christians different— and better.  
 
Christians are able to have real love, offer real friendship, give real concern, share what is the truth, and hold their 
convictions firmly but kindly. A godly life will draw the truth-seekers. That will cause others to say, “Now there’s a 
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person who is kind and understanding, who listens to me when I am speaking. There’s a person with genuine joy 
in his life. There’s a person who knows how to live!”  
 
Conclusion 
William James: "The greatest use of life is to spend it for something that will outlast it." 
 
Jesus also taught us how to live in the face of certain death. As we see Jesus staring an untimely, 
undeserved death in the face, we see Him living with joy, purpose, and hope. He trusted God and looked 
beyond death to 
the promises of God. William James said, “The greatest use of life is to spend it for something that will 
outlast it.” That is precisely what Jesus did, and that is precisely what He calls each one of us to do. When 
we can have a life like Jesus lived and face death in the way Jesus did, we will have learned the lesson of 
life from Him.  Jesus teaches us how to live, and that is good news!  
  
The Mystery of the Christian Life 
A real Christian is an odd number, anyway. He feels supreme love for One who he has never seen; talks 
familiarly every day to Someone he cannot see; expects to go to heaven on the virtue of Another; empties 
himself in order to be full; admits he is wrong so he can be declared right; goes down in order to get up; is 
strongest when he is weakest; richest when he is poorest and happiest when he feels the worst. He dies so 
he can live; forsakes in order to have; gives away so he can keep; sees the invisible, hears the inaudible, 
and knows that which passeth knowledge. – A.W. Tozer   
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Jesus Is Good News Series 
#5 He Gives Us Individual Worth - John 3:16-18 
 
God does not see the same way people see. People look at the outside of a person,but the LORD looks 
at the heart. 1 SAMUEL 16:7 
God sees us with the eyes of a Father. He sees our defects, errors, and blemishes. But he also sees our 
value. What did Jesus know that enabled him to do what he did? Here’s part of the answer. He knew the 
value of people. He knew that each human being is a treasure. And because he did, people were not a 
source of stress but a source of joy.7  

 
A person will not look very long at the “Self-Help,” “Popular Psychology,” or “Religion” sections in a  
bookstore without seeing many books about self-image or self-esteem. In the last twenty years or so, self-
esteem has become a popular topic in our society. Books such as I’m OK—You’re OK by Thomas Harris 
and Why Am I Afraid to Tell You Who I Am? By John Powell have become minor classics. 
 
I, too, believe self-image is a tremendously important concept to understand. I “discovered” it in my first 
year as a minister when I was struggling with self-doubt and concerns about my “effectiveness” in my 
role. Many things became clear for me when I saw how important healthy self-esteem was to my being 
able to relate well to others. Since then, I have known other people whose problems were caused in great 
measure by their low self-esteem. Many I have known have had terrible relationships with others because 
of their perception of themselves as worthless. 
 
Self-image is, as the term implies, one’s view of oneself. It is developed in large measure by the 
relationships one has with others. The primary influences in our early years are our parents. This is one 
reason why the role of parents with a child is so crucial in the development of that child’s ability to 
function well both within himself and in society. 
 
Everyone has a self-image, and many in our society have poor self images. Some hate themselves. Some 
hate how they look, how they talk, and what they do. One simple test will show you how pervasive this 
negative view of self is. On a sheet of paper, list your strengths on one side and your faults on the other. If 
you are like most people, you will have no trouble listing many faults but will have great difficulty 
coming up with more than just a few strengths. You will probably even feel uneasy about listing the few 
pluses that you can think of. The conclusion is inescapable: Most of us are hard on ourselves. 
 
A poor self-image has devastating consequences. For example, a person who believes he is unlovable 
cannot imagine getting married. If he is married, he cannot imagine his mate's really loving him. 
Moreover, to hide poor self esteem he often puts forward a socially-acceptable outward appearance but 
inside is fearful and dying. He attacks others with gossip and criticism because one way to grasp a little 
self-esteem is to elevate oneself at the expense of others. The fear and insecurity generated by a poor self-
image cause people to lash out at others saying, “If I have to live this worthless life, I will treat others as 
though they are worthless also.” 
 
I am convinced that self-image is a vital part of our ability to relate to others. Yet something has bothered 
me. If self-image is so much a part of our mental and social health, why is the term not in Scripture? 
Some have tried to tie the idea to various verses in the Bible, but their attempts often strike me as 
                                                           
7Lucado, M., & Gibbs, T. A. 2000. Grace for the moment : Inspirational thoughts for each day of the year . J. Countryman: 
Nashville, Tenn. 
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somewhat strained. Did Scripture miss something that required Western psychologists to find? Or have 
we missed something? Have we been going at this idea all wrong and stirring up trouble where there 
should not be any? 
 
Let us look at the biblical concept of self. We will find that God perceives us to be extremely valuable and 
worthwhile. That is indeed good news!  
 
You Are Created in the Image Of God 
As the crowning act of His creation, God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness” (Genesis 1:26). Man was unlike the rest of God’s creation in that he was made a spiritual being, 
as God is. This is important in understanding man’s true identity and nature. Being made in God’s image 
does not mean that we look like God; it means that, like God, we are essentially spiritual beings. Much of 
the creation may reflect attributes of God (e.g., the strength of an eagle, the stability of a large oak tree), 
but nothing else besides man has the identity of His image. 
 
The psalmist recognized the wonder of his human identity when he said, “I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made” (Psalms 139:14). He expressed his wonder at God’s molding him even from the elements in the 
earth (Psalms 139:15, 16). We are pretty amazing. The functioning of the physical body; the abilities we 
have to think, love, forgive, and rejoice; the creative capacity of man—when you stop to think about what 
humankind is and what people have accomplished, it is simply astounding!  
 
The 1996 auction of the Jackie Kennedy Onassis estate was expected to bring in a total of $850,000, but 
the first night's take was $4.5 million. A worn footstool went for $33,350 and a silver tape measure sold 
for $48,875 The night's highest price was for a walnut tobacco humidor that had belonged to President 
Kennedy. It sold for $574,000. 
 
Many items auctioned were common; they became valuable because of whom they had belonged to. 
When we feel common and question our value, it's good to know we belong to the Lord! 
 
Look at opening verses of Matthew 10…worthy people with a worthy message (helps us overcome the 
negative reaction of the world). 
 
Your Abilities Are Given by God 
We get a further sense of our value in God’s eyes when we understand that our abilities are given to each 
of us by God. Paul said, “To each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift” 
(Ephesians 4:7). Romans 12 speaks of “gifts” such as service, teaching, leadership, and showing mercy 
(vv. 6-8). Paul asked the Christians at Corinth, “What do you have that you did not receive?” (1 
Corinthians 4:7). First Corinthians 12 and 1 Peter 4:10, 11 contain similar ideas.  
 
You may think of “gifts” as only the miraculous gifts of the first century, such as being able to speak in 
other languages (commonly called “tongues”), but Scripture says that whatever we are able to do has 
come from God. Are you a skilled person? That is great, but who gave you the hands, eyes, and mind to 
do that work? Who gave you the opportunity to receive training in that field? God did.  
 
Do you have compassion for the poor? If you do, who gave you your emotions? Who allowed you the 
experiences that caused you to develop this great concern? God did.  
 
John 3:16-17: ""For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish, but have eternal life. {17} "For God did not send the Son into the world to 



 43

judge the world, but that the world should be saved through Him." 
 
If self-image is formed largely by relationships, then we ought to get a big boost when we realize that God 
loves us! 

 
Words of God to Israel: 
Deuteronomy 7:7-11: ""The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in 
number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, {8} but because the LORD loved 
you and kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, the LORD brought you out by a mighty hand, 
and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. {9} "Know 
therefore that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps His covenant and His 
lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His commandments; {10} 
but repays those who hate Him to their faces, to destroy them; He will not delay with him who hates Him, 
He will repay him to his face. {11} "Therefore, you shall keep the commandment and the statutes and the 
judgments which I am commanding you today, to do them." 
 
Love Yourself? Of Course! 
The Bible, then, says that a human being is a pretty special piece of creation. Since this is true, what else 
could you do but love a human being? The Bible assumes just that. Leviticus 19:18 (quoted often in the 
New Testament) says, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  
 
Love that other person as though he were you, the Lord says, which assumes that you love yourself. The 
Bible does not so much command love of self as assume it. Paul said, “No one ever hated his own flesh, 
but nourishes and cherishes it” (Ephesians 5:29). He is saying that it is an abnormal attitude for a person 
to despise himself. Of course you love yourself, Paul said. What normal person would do otherwise? 
 
But wait a minute. Didn’t we say earlier that people usually hate themselves? Do we self-haters actually 
have self-love? Oh, yes. We do it all the time. Just answer these questions. Do you make sure that you get 
your next meal? Do you put on adequate clothing before going out into bad weather? Do you excuse 
yourself when you make a blunder? Do you stay with yourself even after you make a mistake? Of course 
you do. We can be pretty hard on ourselves at times, but even so we have a great capacity for taking care 
of ourselves. 
 
This shows that we have an innate sense of our own self-worth. Do you get the idea from all of this that 
you are very precious and important to God? You are absolutely right! However . . . We can do some 
awfully bad things sometimes. “All have sinned,” Paul said (Romans 3:23). And even our good deeds do 
not amount to much: “All our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; . . .” (Isaiah 64:6).  
 
Tenderhearted King David was often overcome by the realization of his sinfulness. “I am a worm, and not 
a man,” he wrote (Psalms 22:6).1 He felt the weight of sin so much that once he said, in effect, “I have 
been a sinner from the time I was born, from day one” (Psalms 51:5, a passage which teaches absolutely 
nothing about being “born sinful”). Our worth in God’s eyes is why sin is so devastating and why it is 
such an important issue to God. Sin is important to God because persons are important to God. Nothing is 
more tragic in God’s eyes than a wasted human life. 
 
You Are Loved by God 
If self-image is formed largely by our relationships, then we should get a big boost to the ego by realizing 
how much God—the One with whom we can have the most important relationship—loves us. He loved 
the world so much, John 3:16 tells us, that He gave His one and only Son to die for our sins.  
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When we understand what Jesus has done, there should never be any question about God’s love for us. 
When we see Him giving up His status in heaven and coming to earth to live as a human, when we see 
Him patiently and lovingly teaching and healing, when we see Him enduring lies and scorn and being 
deserted by others for us, and when we see Him asking God to forgive His executioners as He dies on the 
cross—no, there is no way we should ever wonder if God loves us and if He considers us to be worth the 
trouble. 
 
After all, how do you communicate to someone that he or she is important to you? You show it by what 
you do for that person. It is when you take time for a friend, show interest in the latest “masterpiece” of 
your three year- old, or take the trouble to help someone in need, that you communicate that person’s 
value to you. Words do not always show love, but actions do. The greatest act of love, and the greatest 
demonstration of God’s belief in our value, was in His sending Jesus to give us life. 
 
Proper View of God, Proper View of Self 
A healthy self-image requires that you have the proper view both of God and of yourself. Sin distorts our 
perception of spiritual reality and causes us to focus on self. Jesus calls us to die to self and to focus 
correctly on God. A proper self-image involves recapturing the proper biblical image of ourselves as 
objects of God’s love. 
 
One of the finest biblical statements of what a Christian’s self-image should be is Galatians 2:20: “I have 
been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered himself up for me.”  
 
In Psalm 22, David calls himself a “worm,” but then goes on to remind himself of how valuable he is 
to God and how God has carefully looked after him all his life. This reflects the real teaching of Scripture 
on “who we are.” You will find that someone with a positive self-image is not obsessed with how he 
views himself. He will likely not be terribly concerned about himself. That is precisely the attitude Paul 
exemplified and taught. The Christian’s “self” is dead, crucified. His “image” is wholly Christ. His 
“esteem” comes from who God is and how much God loves him. 
 
Another important passage is Romans 6:11: “Consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus.” Your self-perception is often a self-fulfilling prophecy of what your life will be like. If you 
see yourself as a no-good sinner, you will probably act that way. But if you believe in God’s work that put 
sin to death in you and raised you up to new life in Christ, that self-image will give you a victorious life. 
 
A positive self-image does not begin with self, but with God. Someone has said that humility is not so 
much a squashing down of oneself as it is gaining the proper perspective on God. Humility that begins 
with an effort to be humble enough begins at the wrong place and simply continues this fleshly-minded 
focus on self. When you get your thinking straight about God, then you have the proper basis for thinking 
about self. For the Christian, your “self”—in other words, your identity —has been swallowed up in 
Christ. 
 
This helps answer another problem for people who have low self-esteem. One characteristic of this 
attitude is an inability to forgive oneself. This often gets in the way of understanding and accepting God’s 
forgiveness for sin. You may say, “I can’t forgive myself, and I’m no good. How can I expect God to 
forgive me? He’s perfect!”  
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Paul Faulkner taught me a tremendously liberating truth: Forgiving myself is not my job.8 We are never 
told in Scripture to forgive ourselves. God forgives. Others forgive you. You are to forgive others. But 
forgiving yourself is not your burden to carry. When you try to carry that burden, you make yourself out 
to be God. You pridefully and stubbornly declare that your self-worth and spiritual stability depend on 
what you do. Why try to be God? “Who can forgive sins but God alone?” (Mark 2:7). It is God’s business 
to forgive. It is your business to accept His forgiveness in faith and to honor Him as God. You may not 
have thought that “being unable to forgive yourself” is trying to act like God, but it is.  
 
And trying to give yourself greater importance than you really have is one way people try to over-
compensate for a poor self-image. When you start with a proper attitude about God, which leads to a 
proper attitude about self, then you can be at peace with who you are in relation to God. It is no burden to 
be the servant of a loving God who values you. Jesus said, “When you do all the things which are 
commanded you, say, ‘We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done’” 
(Luke 17:10). Paul described himself as a slave of Christ (Romans 1:1). He referred to himself as the chief 
sinner (1 Timothy 1:15).  
 
Even with that “self-image,” Paul never conveyed the idea that he felt worthless and unimportant to God. 
Paul knew his value to God and his purpose in God’s plan (Ephesians 3:8). The way he knew it, though 
was by taking his eyes off of himself, dying to self, focusing on God, and finding life in Christ.  
 
Conclusion 
The biblical answer to a poor self-image is a strong self-image in Christ. This does not come by changing 
from a negative preoccupation with self to a positive preoccupation with self. It comes by changing from 
a negative focus on self to a positive focus on Christ and not worrying about oneself much at all. The 
biblical emphasis is to get rid of obsession with self and to have a peaceful assurance of your value in 
God’s eyes. The value He places on us was shown in no uncertain terms by Jesus’ death on the cross. 
 
Our society for the most part esteems what is outward, such as money, beauty, athletic ability, and 
measurable accomplishments. Few of us will ever be able to rate highly according to those standards. 
Even those who do are often plagued with a sense of failure because they compare themselves with others 
who have more. 
 
But we really do not have to be concerned about all that. God and His love for us give us eternal value 
and worth. What we need to do is tear away this destructive preoccupation with self which leads only to 
emotional self abuse and find a new identity in Christ. In this new identity “self” only matters as it has 
been crucified with Christ and as it is devoted to God. Jesus can help us find this joy-giving worth before 
God—and that is good news! 
 
 The Self-Esteem Issue 
"For a couple of decades now, we've been assured that we're all fine, entitled to our feelings ("There are 
no bad feelings, only suppressed ones"), and urged to express ourselves freely ("It's your First 
Amendment right and your self-discovery duty"). This tripe is beginning to wear thin ... and is being 
challenged from many quarters.  
 
Educators complain that watered-down curricula and grade inflation have gutted the learning process. 
Employers get workers who can't do simple math or write intelligible sentences. Police officials are 

                                                           
8 Paul Faulkner, Making Things Right . . . WhenThings Go Wrong (Ft. Worth, Tex.: Sweet Publishing Co., 1986), 107. 
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having to  serve notice to very youthful offenders that some feelings and desires must  be curbed. "Sure, 
self-esteem is important. How to cultivate it is the issue. Having children or prison inmates chant "I'm 
great!" is phony and fools neither  group. Doing something praiseworthy like learning multiplication 
tables or mastering a job skill really means something. People who achieve something deserve a pat on 
the back and feel good about accepting it. Hollow praise  means nothing.  
 
"Some feelings can't be helped ... such as fear when something goes thump in the night. But feelings of 
greed, lust, and the desire to get even are wrong and must be handled by some means other than giving in 
to them. No one has the legal ... or moral ... right to take from, exploit, or otherwise harm his neighbor. 
"Sometimes the right feeling is a negative one. To feel guilty overbeing unkind to someone or ashamed of 
losing your temper is healthy. It means you still have a conscience that signals when you do something 
rotten. Self-esteem may result from such a start, if you apologize and make amends.  
 
"Human  beings are in the image of God, and that fact is the basis of personal worth. Healthy self-esteem 
comes from telling the truth, respecting others' rights and property, facing and overcoming weaknesses, 
and refusing to do things weknow are wrong. Good character produces legitimate self-esteem. "Honor to 
whom honor is due" is a biblical principle. It should not be replaced with the false mantra "I am great 
because I'm me." To do so is to nourish the root of all our problems: human arrogance and conceit." 
 
4. A proper view of God helps us see ourselves 
Look in detail at Matthew 10:29-31 and Luke 12:6-7. God is the God of the 5th sparrow, the one that is 
given away free! We are worthy more to God than many sparrows, yet not one sparrow:  

· falls to the ground apart from God’s will 
· not one of them is forgotten by God 
· even the hairs on our head are numbered (not counted, which comes up with a group total, but each 
individual hair has a number and thus, value!) 

 
The godly love of self has traits that are clearly seen: 
1. It esteems others better than self and looks our for the interest of others:  
Phil 2:3-4: "Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you 
regard one another as more important than himself; {4} do not merely look out for your own personal 
interests, but also for the interests of others." 
 
2. It walks humbly before others: 
Matthew 23:11-12: ""But the greatest among you shall be your servant. {12} "And whoever exalts himself 
shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted." 
 
1 Peter 5:5: "You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with 
humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE  
HUMBLE." 
 
"Christianity made people who were things into real men and women, more, into sons and daughters of 
God; It gave those who had no respect, their self-respect; it gave those who had no life, life eternal; it told 
men that, even if they did not matter to other men, they still mattered intensely to God.  It told men who, 
in the eyes of the world were worthless, that, in the eyes of God they were worth the death of his only 
Son. Christianity was, and still is, the most uplifting thing in the whole universe." 
 

Your Place in God’s Band-- At Work or at Odds? 
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TWO OF MY teenage years were spent carrying a tuba in my high school marching band. My mom 
wanted me to learn to read music, and the choir was full while the band was a tuba-tooter short, so I 
signed up. Not necessarily what you would describe as a call from God, but it wasn’t a wasted experience 
either. 

I had a date with a twirler. 
I learned to paint white shoe polish on school buses. 
I learned that when you don’t know your music, you need to put your lips to the horn and pretend you 

do rather than play and remove all doubt. 
And I learned some facts about harmony that I’ll pass on to you. 
I marched next to the bass-drum player. What a great sound. Boom. Boom. Boom . Deep, cavernous, 

thundering. At the right measure in the right music, there is nothing better than the sound of a bass drum. 
Boom. Boom. Boom . 

And at the end of my flank marched the flute section. Oh, how their music soared. Whispering, lifting, 
rising into the clouds. 

Ahead of me, at the front of my line, was our first-chair trumpet. A band member through and 
through. While some guys shot hoops and others drove hot rods, he played the trumpet. And it showed. 
Put him on the fifty yard line and let him blow. He could raise the spirit. He could raise the flag. He could 
have raised the roof on the stadium if we’d had one. 

Flute and trumpets sound very different. (See? I told you I learned a lot in band.) The flute whispers. 
The trumpet shouts. The flute comforts. The trumpet bugles. There’s nothing like a trumpet—in limited 
dosages. A person can only be blasted at for so long. After a while you need to hear something softer. 
Something sweeter. You need to hear a little flute. But even the sound of the flute can go flat if there is no 
rhythm or cadence. That’s why you also need the drum. 

But who wants the drum all by itself? Ever seen a band made up of bass drums? Would you attend a 
concert of a hundred drums? Probably not. But what band would want to be without a bass drum or flute 
or trumpet? 

The soft flute needs the brash trumpet needs the steady drum needs the soft flute needs the brash 
trumpet. Get the idea? The operative word is need . They need each other. 

By themselves they make music. But together, they make magic. 
Now, what I saw two decades ago in the band, I see today in the church. We need each other. Not all 

of us play the same instrument. Some believers are lofty, and others are solid. Some keep the pace while 
others lead the band. Not all of us make the same sound. Some are soft, and others are loud. And not all of 
us have the same ability. Some need to be on the fifty yard line raising the flag. Others need to be in the 
background playing backup. But each of us has a place. 

Some play the drums (like Martha). 
Some play the flute (like Mary). 
And others sound the trumpet (like Lazarus). 
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus were like family to Jesus. After the Lord raised Lazarus from the dead, 

they decided to give a dinner for Jesus. They decided to honor him by having a party on his behalf (see 
John 12:2 ). 

They didn’t argue over the best seat. They didn’t resent each other’s abilities. They didn’t try to outdo 
each other. All three worked together with one purpose. But each one fulfilled that purpose in his or her 
unique manner. Martha served; she always kept everyone in step. Mary worshiped; she anointed her Lord 
with an extravagant gift, and its aroma filled the air. Lazarus had a story to tell, and he was ready to tell it. 

Three people, each one with a different skill, a different ability. But each one of equal value. Think 
about it. Could their family have done without one of the three? 

Could we do without one of the three today? 
Every church needs a Martha. Change that. Every church needs a hundred Marthas. Sleeves rolled and 

ready, they keep the pace for the church. Because of Marthas, the church budget gets balanced, the church 
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babies get bounced, and the church building gets built. You don’t appreciate Marthas until a Martha is 
missing, and then all the Marys and Lazaruses are scrambling around looking for the keys and the 
thermostats and the overhead projectors. 

Marthas are the Energizer bunnies of the church. They keep going and going and going. They store 
strength like a camel stores water. Since they don’t seek the spotlight, they don’t live off the applause. 
That’s not to say they don’t need it. They just aren’t addicted to it. 

Marthas have a mission. In fact, if Marthas have a weakness, it is their tendency to elevate the mission 
over the Master. Remember when Martha did that? A younger Martha invites a younger Jesus to come for 
dinner. Jesus accepts and brings his disciples. 

The scene Luke describes has Mary seated and Martha fuming. Martha is angry because Mary is, 
horror of horrors, sitting at the feet of Jesus. How impractical! How irrelevant! How unnecessary! I mean, 
who has time to sit and listen when there is bread to be baked, tables to be set, and souls to be saved? So 
Martha complained, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me alone to do all the work? Tell her to 
help me” ( Luke 10:40 ). 

My, my! Aren’t we testy? All of a sudden Martha has gone from serving Jesus to making demands of 
Jesus. The room falls silent. The disciples duck their eyes. Mary flushes red. And Jesus speaks. He speaks 
not only to Martha of Bethany, but to all Marthas who tend to think that a bass drum is the only 
instrument in the band. 

“Martha, Martha, you are worried and upset about many things. Only one thing is important. Mary has 
chosen the better thing, and it will never be taken away from her” ( Luke 10:41–42 ). 

Apparently Martha got the point, for later we find her serving again. 
“Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at 

the table with him. Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on 
Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume” ( 
John 12:2–3 NIV ). 

Is Mary in the kitchen? No, she is playing her flute for Jesus. She is worshiping, for that is what she 
loves to do. But this time Martha doesn’t object. She has learned that there is a place for praise and 
worship, and that is what Mary is doing. And what is Mary’s part in the dinner? She brings a pint of very 
expensive perfume and pours it on Jesus’ feet, then wipes his feet with her hair. The smell of the perfume 
fills the house, just like the sound of praise can fill a church. 

An earlier Martha would have objected. Such an act was too lavish, too extravagant, too generous. But 
this mature Martha has learned that just as there is a place in the kingdom of God for sacrificial service, 
there is also a place for extravagant praise. 

Marys are gifted with praise. They don’t just sing; they worship. They don’t simply attend church; 
they go to offer praise. They don’t just talk about Christ; they radiate Christ. 

Marys have one foot in heaven and the other on a cloud. It’s not easy for them to come to earth, but 
sometimes they need to. Sometimes they need to be reminded that there are bills to be paid and classes to 
be taught. But don’t remind them too harshly. Flutes are fragile. Marys are precious souls with tender 
hearts. If they have found a place at the foot of Jesus, don’t ask them to leave. Much better to ask them to 
pray for you. 

That’s what I do. When I find a Mary (or a Michael), I’m quick to ask, “How do I get on your prayer 
list?” 

Every church desperately needs some Marys. 
We need them to pray for our children. 
We need them to put passion in our worship. 
We need them to write songs of praise and sing songs of glory. 
We need them to kneel and weep and lift their hands and pray. 
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We need them because we tend to forget how much God loves worship. Marys don’t forget. They 
know that God wants to be known as a father. They know that a father likes nothing more than to have his 
children sit as his feet and spend time with him. 

Marys are good at that. 
They, too, must be careful. They must meditate often on Luke 6:46 . “Why do you call me ‘Lord, 

Lord,’ but do not do what I say?” 
Marys need to remember that service is worship. 
Marthas need to remember that worship is service. 
And Lazarus? He needs to remember that not everyone can play the trumpet. 
You see, as far as we know, Lazarus did nothing at the dinner. He saved his actions for outside the 

house. Read carefully John 12:9 : 
“A large crowd of Jews heard that Jesus was in Bethany. So they went there to see not only Jesus, but 

Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from the dead. So the leading priests made plans to kill Lazarus, too. Because 
of Lazarus many Jews were leaving them and believing in Jesus.” 

Wow! Because of Lazarus many Jews were “believing in Jesus.” Lazarus has been given a trumpet. 
He has a testimony to give—and what a testimony he has! 

“I was always a good fellow,” he would say. “I paid my bills. I loved my sisters. I even enjoyed being 
around Jesus. But I wasn’t one of the followers. I didn’t get as close as Peter and James and those guys. I 
kept my distance. Nothing personal. I just didn’t want to get carried away. 

“But then I got sick. And then I died. I mean, I died dead. 
“Nothing left. Stone-cold. No life. No breath. Nothing. I died to everything. I saw life from the tomb. 

And then Jesus called me from the grave. When he spoke, my heart beat and my soul stirred, and I was 
alive again. And I want you to know he can do the same for you.” 

God gave Martha a bass drum of service. God gave Mary a flute for praise. And God gave Lazarus a 
trumpet. And he stood on center stage and played it. 

God still gives trumpets. God still calls people from the pits. God still gives pinch-me-I’m-dreaming, 
too-good-to-be-true testimonies. But not everyone has a dramatic testimony. Who wants a band full of 
trumpets? 

Some convert the lost. Some encourage the saved. And some keep the movement in step. All are 
needed. 

If God has called you to be a Martha, then serve! Remind the rest of us that there is evangelism in 
feeding the poor and there is worship in nursing the sick. 

If God has called you to be a Mary, then worship! Remind the rest of us that we don’t have to be busy 
to be holy. Urge us with your example to put down our clipboards and megaphones and be quiet in 
worship. 

If God has called you to be a Lazarus, then testify. Remind the rest of us that we, too, have a story to 
tell. We, too, have neighbors who are lost. We, too, have died and been resurrected. 

Each of us has our place at the table. 
Except one. There was one at Martha’s house who didn’t find his place. Though he had been near 

Jesus longer than any of the others, he was furthest in his faith. His name was Judas. He was a thief. 
When Mary poured the perfume he feigned spirituality. “The perfume could have been sold and given to 
the poor,” he said. But Jesus knew Judas’s heart, and Jesus defended Mary’s worship. Years later, John, 
too, knew Judas’s heart, and John explained that Judas was a thief ( John 12:6 ). And all these years he 
had been dipping his hand in the treasury. The reason he wanted the perfume to be sold and the money put 
in the treasury was so that he could get his hands on it. 

What a sad ending to a beautiful story. But what an appropriate ending. For in every church there are 
those like Martha who take time to serve. There are those like Mary who take time to worship. There are 
those like Lazarus who take time to testify. 
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And there are those like Judas who take, take, take, and never give in return. Are you a Judas? I ask 
the question carefully, yet honestly. Are you near Christ but far from his heart? Are you at the dinner with 
a sour soul? Are you always criticizing the gifts of others yet seldom, if ever, giving your own? Are you 
benefiting from the church while never giving to it? Do others give sacrificially while you give miserly? 
Are you a Judas? 

Do you take, take, take, and never give? If so, you are the Judas in this story. 
If you are a Martha, be strengthened. God sees your service. 
If you are a Mary, be encouraged. God receives your worship. 
If you are a Lazarus, be strong. God honors your conviction. 
But if you are a Judas, be warned. God sees your selfishness.9  

 
WOMEN OF WINTER 
THE MOURNERS DIDN’T CAUSE HIM TO STOP. Nor did the large crowd, or even the body of the dead man on 
the stretcher. It was the woman—the look on her face and the redness in her eyes. He knew immediately 
what was happening. It was her son who was being carried out, her only son. And if anyone knows the 
pain that comes from losing your only son, God does. 

So he did it; he went into action. “Don’t cry,” he told the mother. “Arise!” he told the boy. The dead 
man spoke, the devil ran, and the people were reminded of this truth: For those who know the Author of 
Life, death is nothing more than Satan’s dead-manbluff. 1  

His plan was to catch a few winks while the boys went to town for food. And what better place to rest 
than a well at noon. No one comes for water at this hour. So he sat down, stretched his arms, and leaned 
against the wall of the well. But his nap was soon interrupted. He opened one eye just wide enough to see 
her trudging up the trail with a heavy jar on her shoulder. Behind her came half a dozen kids, each one 
looking like a different daddy. 

She didn’t have to say a word. Her life story was written in the wrinkles on her face. The wounds of 
five broken romances were gaping and festered. Each man who had left her had taken a piece of her heart. 
Now she wasn’t sure there was anything left. 

“And the man you now live with won’t even give you his name.” Jesus said it for her. He understood 
her pain too well. Far more than five men had broken commitments to him. 

Silently the Divine Surgeon reached into his kit and pulled out a needle of faith and a thread of hope. 
In the shade of Jacob’s well he stitched her wounded soul back together. “There will come a day … ” he 
whispered. 2  

By the time she got to Jesus, she had nothing left. The doctors had taken her last dime. The diagnosis 
had stolen her last hope. And the hemorrhage had robbed her of her last drop of energy. She had no more 
money, no more friends, and no more options. With the end of her rope in one hand and a wing and a 
prayer in her heart, she shoved her way through the crowd. 

When her hand touched his garment a transfusion occurred. He let it go out and she let it go in. 
It didn’t bother Jesus that the woman came to him as a last resort. To him it mattered only that she 

came. He knows that with some of us it takes a lot of reality to snap us to our senses, so he doesn’t keep a 
time clock. Those who scramble in at quitting time get the same wage as those who beat the morning 
whistle. I guess that’s what makes grace, grace. 3  
Three women. One bereaved. One rejected. One dying. All alone. 

Alone in the winter of life. 
Though we don’t know what they looked like, it would be fair to assume they had passed the peak of 

their desirability. The only heads that turned as they walked down the street were heads shaking with pity. 
                                                           
9Lucado, M. 1995. A gentle thunder : Hearing God through the storm . Word Pub.: Dallas, TX 
1 Luke 7:11–17 
2 John 4:1–42 
3 Luke 8:43–47 
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One of the three was widowed and childless; another had lost her innocence six bedrooms back; and the 
third was broke, desperate, and dying. 

Had Jesus ignored them, who would have noticed? In a culture where women were only a grade or 
two above farm animals no one would’ve thought any less had he walked silently past the funeral or 
closed his eyes and leaned back against the well or ignored the tug on his robe. After all, they were only 
women! 

Worn, wrinkled, weary women. Winter women. 
Let them alone, Jesus, one could reason. Find someone with a bit of springtime about them. 
By the world’s standards these three could give nothing in return. They’d served their purpose: borne 

their children, fed their fami-lies, pleased their men. Now it was time to push them out into the cold until 
they died, making room for the young and spotless. 

That’s where Jesus found them. Shivering in the icy sleet of uselessness. 
The raw winter of life. 
Sound familiar? Sure it does. We have our own people of winter. People who for the lack of good 

looks or sufficient earning power wander around like porcupines at a picnic, unwanted and 
unapproachable. 

Hard to believe? 
Visit a high school sometime and look for the teenagers already feeling the chilly winds of rejection. 

They are easy to find. They’re the ones with acne, or greasy hair, or holes in their shoes; they sit alone at 
lunch and stay at home on weekends. They orbit around the class stars, longing for acceptance yet 
increasingly convinced they don’t deserve it. 

Or try Miami Beach. I don’t mean the north beach where tourists pay $150 a day to get sunburned. I 
mean the south beach, a city deliberately built for the exhausted. Watch them shuffle aged feet down the 
sidewalk. They have come to their burial ground. They have fulfilled their function and now fill their days 
with dominoes, dogs, and doctor visits. They fill their nights with dreams of the granddaughter who might 
come next Christmas. And though the Gold Coast is warm, in their souls blow the winds of winter. 

Or consider the unborn. Every twenty seconds one is taken from the warmth of the womb and cast 
into the cold lake of selfishness. In spite of the clinical phrases used to make the act more palatable—
“termination of pregnancy” rather than “abortion,” “fetus” instead of “unborn child,” “conceptus” as 
opposed to “baby”—the act is deplorable. The bottom line is still a denial of the inherent value of a 
human being. 

The paragraphs could go on and on. Paragraphs about quadriplegics, AIDS victims, or the terminally 
ill. Single parents. Alcoholics. Divorcées. The blind. All are social outcasts. Lepers, mutations. All, to one 
degree or another, shunned by the “normal world.” 

Society doesn’t know what to do with them. And, sadly, even the Church doesn’t know what to do 
with them. They often would find a warmer reception at the corner bar than in a Sunday school class. 

But Jesus would find a place for them. He would find a place for them because he cares. And he cares 
unconditionally. 

No, no one would have blamed Jesus for ignoring the three women. To have turned his head would 
have been much easier, less controversial, and not nearly as risky. But God, who made them, couldn’t do 
that. And we, who follow him, can’t either.10  
 

A Mother’s Love—A Friend’s Empathy  
THERESA BRIONES IS A TENDER, loving mother. She also has a stout left hook that she used to punch a 

lady in a coin laundry. Why’d she do it? 
Some kids were making fun of Theresa’s daughter, Alicia. 

                                                           
10Lucado, M. 1987. God came near : Chronicles of the Christ . Multnomah Press: Portland, Or. 
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Alicia is bald. Her knees are arthritic. Her nose is pinched. Her hips are creaky. Her hearing is bad. 
She has the stamina of a seventy-year-old. And she is only ten. 

“Mom,” the kids taunted, “come and look at the monster!” 
Alicia weighs only twenty-two pounds and is shorter than most preschoolers. She suffers from 

progeria—a genetic aging disease that strikes one child in eight million. The life expectancy of progeria 
victims is twenty years. There are only fifteen known cases of this disease in the world. 

“She is not an alien. She is not a monster,” Theresa defended. “She is just like you and me.” 
Mentally, Alicia is a bubbly, fun-loving third grader. She has a long list of friends. She watches 

television in a toddler-sized rocking chair. She plays with Barbie dolls and teases her younger brother. 
Theresa has grown accustomed to the glances and questions. She is patient with the constant curiosity. 

Genuine inquiries she accepts. Insensitive slanders she does not. 
The mother of the finger-pointing children came to investigate. “I see ‘it,’” she told the kids. 
“My child is not an ‘it,’” Theresa stated. Then she decked the woman. 
Who could blame her? Such is the nature of parental love. Mothers and fathers have a God-given 

ability to love their children regardless of imperfections. Not because the parents are blind. Just the 
opposite. They see vividly. 

Theresa sees Alicia’s inability as clearly as anyone. But she also sees Alicia’s value. 
So does God. 
God sees us with the eyes of a Father. He sees our defects, errors, and blemishes. But he also sees our 

value. 
Two chapters ago, I closed with this question: What did Jesus know that enabled him to do what he 

did? 
Here’s part of the answer. He knew the value of people. He knew that each human being is a treasure. 

And because he did, people were not a source of stress, but a source of joy. 
When Jesus lands on the shore of Bethsaida, he leaves the Sea of Galilee and steps into a sea of 

humanity. Keep in mind, he has crossed the sea to get away from the crowds. He needs to grieve. He 
longs to relax with his followers. He needs anything but another crowd of thousands to teach and heal. 

But his love for people overcomes his need for rest. 
When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 1  
He had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. 2  
He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed 
healing. 3  
It is doubtful that anyone in the crowd thinks to ask Jesus how he is doing. There is no indication that 

anyone is concerned with how Jesus is feeling. No one has come to give; all have come to take. 
In our house we call 5:00 P.M. the piranha hour. That’s the time of day when everyone wants a piece 

of Mom. Sara, the baby, is hungry. Andrea wants Mom to read her a book. Jenna wants help with her 
homework. And I—the ever-loving, ever-sensitive husband—want Denalyn to drop everything and talk to 
me about my day. 

When is your piranha hour? When do people in your world demand much and offer little? 
Every boss has had a day in which the requests outnumber the results. There’s not a businessperson 

alive who hasn’t groaned as an armada of assignments docks at his or her desk. For the teacher, the 
piranha hour often begins when the first student enters and ends when the last student leaves. 

Piranha hours: parents have them, bosses endure them, secretaries dread them, teachers are besieged 
by them, and Jesus taught us how to live through them successfully. 

                                                           
1 Matthew 14:14 . 
2 Mark 6:34 . 
3 Luke 9:11 . 
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When hands extended and voices demanded, Jesus responded with love. He did so because the code 
within him disarmed the alarm. The code is worth noting: “People are precious.” 

I can hear somebody raising an objection at this point. “Yes, but it was easier for Jesus. He was God. 
He could do more than I can. After all, he was divine.” 

True, Jesus was equally God and man. But don’t be too quick to dismiss what he did. Consider his 
loving response from another angle. 

Consider that, along with his holy strength, he also had a holy awareness. There were no secrets on the 
mountain that day; Jesus knew the hearts of each person. He knew why they were there and what they 
would do. 4  

Matthew writes that Jesus “healed their sick.” 5  Not some of their sick. Not the righteous among the 
sick. Not the deserving among the sick. But “the sick.” 

Surely, among the many thousands, there were a few people unworthy of good health. 
The same divinity that gave Jesus the power to heal also gave him the power to perceive. I wonder if 

Jesus was tempted to say to the rapist, “Heal you? After what you’ve done?” Or to the child molester, 
“Why should I restore your health?” Or to the bigot, “Get out of here, buddy, and take your arrogance 
with you.” 

And he could see not only their past, he could see their future. 
Undoubtedly, there were those in the multitude who would use their newfound health to hurt others. 

Jesus released tongues that would someday curse. He gave sight to eyes that would lust. He healed hands 
that would kill. 

Many of those he healed would never say “thank you,” but he healed them anyway. Most would be 
more concerned with being healthy than being holy, but he healed them anyway. Some of those who 
asked for bread today would cry for his blood a few months later, but he healed them anyway. 

Jesus chose to do what you and I seldom, if ever, choose to do. He chose to give gifts to people, 
knowing full well that those gifts could be used for evil. 

Don’t be too quick to attribute Jesus’ compassion to his divinity. Remember both sides. For each time 
Jesus healed, he had to overlook the future and the past. 

Something, by the way, that he still does. 
Have you noticed that God doesn’t ask you to prove that you will put your salary to good use? Have 

you noticed that God doesn’t turn off your oxygen supply when you misuse his gifts? Aren’t you glad that 
God doesn’t give you only that which you remember to thank him for? (Has it been a while since you 
thanked God for your spleen? Me, too. But I still have one.) 

God’s goodness is spurred by his nature, not by our worthiness. 
Someone asked an associate of mine, “What biblical precedent do we have to help the poor who have 

no desire to become Christians?” 
My friend responded with one word: “God.” 
God does it daily, for millions of people. 
What did Jesus know that allowed him to do what he did? What internal code kept his calm from 

erupting into chaos? He knew the value of people. 
Interestingly, the stress seen that day is not on Jesus’ face, but on the faces of the disciples. “Send the 

crowds away,” 6  they demand. Fair request. “After all,” they are saying, “you’ve taught them. You’ve 
healed them. You’ve accommodated them. And now they’re getting hungry. If we don’t send them away, 
they’ll want you to feed them, too!” 

I wish I could have seen the expression on the disciples’ faces when they heard the Master’s response. 
“They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 7  
                                                           
4 See John 6:15 , 26 . 
5 Matthew 14:14 . 
6 Matthew 14:15 . 
7 Matthew 14:16 . 
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I used to think that this was a rhetorical request. I used to think that Jesus knew the disciples couldn’t 
feed the crowd, but that he asked them anyway. I used to think that it was a “test” to teach them to rely on 
God for what they couldn’t do. 

I don’t see it like that anymore. 
I still think it was a test—not a test to show them what they couldn’t do, but a test to demonstrate what 

they could do. After all, they had just gone on tour achieving the impossible. Jesus is asking them to do it 
again. “You give them something to eat.” 8  

I wish I could tell you that the disciples did it. I wish I could say that they knew God wouldn’t ask 
them to do something he wouldn’t empower them to do, so they fed the crowd. I wish I could tell you that 
the disciples miraculously fed the five thousand men plus women and children. 

But I can’t … because they didn’t. 
Rather than look to God, they looked in their wallets. “That would take eight months of a man’s 

wages! Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give it to them to eat?” 9  
“Y-y-y-you’ve got to be kidding.” 
“He can’t be serious.” 
“It’s one of Jesus’ jokes.” 
“Do you know how many people are out there?” 
Eyes watermelon-wide. Jaws dangling open. One ear hearing the din of the crowd, the other the 

command of God. 
Don’t miss the contrasting views. When Jesus saw the people, he saw an opportunity to love and 

affirm value. When the disciples saw the people, they saw thousands of problems. 
Also, don’t miss the irony. In the midst of a bakery—in the presence of the Eternal Baker—they tell 

the “Bread of Life” that there is no bread. 
How silly we must appear to God. 
Here’s where Jesus should have given up. This is the point in the pressure-packed day where Jesus 

should have exploded. The sorrow, the life threats, the exuberance, the crowds, the interruptions, the 
demands, and now this. His own disciples can’t do what he asks them. In front of five thousand men, they 
let him down. 

“Beam me up, Father,” should have been Jesus’ next words. But they weren’t. Instead he inquires, 
“How many loaves do you have?” 

The disciples bring him a little boy’s lunch. A lunch pail becomes a banquet, and all are fed. No word 
of reprimand is given. No furrowed brow of anger is seen. No “I-told-you-so” speech is delivered. The 
same compassion Jesus extends to the crowd is extended to his friends. 

Look at this day one more time. Review what our Lord faced. 
Intense sorrow —the death of a dear friend and relative. 
Immediate threat —his name is on the wanted poster. 
Immeasurable joy —a homecoming with his followers. 
Immense crowds —a Niagara of people followed him everywhere. 
Insensitive interruptions —he sought rest and got people. 
Incredible demands —crowds of thousands clamored for his touch. 
Inept assistance —the one and only time he asked for help, he got a dozen “you’re-pulling-my-leg” 

expressions. 
But the calm within Christ never erupted. The alarm never sounded. What did Jesus know that 

enabled him to do what he did? He knew the incredible value of people. As a result: 
•      He didn’t stamp his feet and demand his own way. 
•      He didn’t tell the disciples to find another beach where there were no people. 

                                                           
8 Mark 6:37 . 
9 Ibid. 
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•      He didn’t ask the crowds why they hadn’t brought their own food. 
•      He didn’t send the apostles back into the field for more training. 
•      Most important, he stayed calm in the midst of chaos. He even paused, in the midst of it all, to 

pray a prayer of thanks. 10  
A boy went into a pet shop, looking for a puppy. The store owner showed him a litter in a box. The 

boy looked at the puppies. He picked each one up, examined it, and put it back into the box. 
After several minutes, he walked back to the owner and said, “I picked one out. How much will it 

cost?” 
The man gave him the price, and the boy promised to be back in a few days with the money. “Don’t 

take too long,” the owner cautioned. “Puppies like these sell quickly.” 
The boy turned and smiled knowingly, “I’m not worried,” he said. “Mine will still be here.” 
The boy went to work—weeding, washing windows, cleaning yards. He worked hard and saved his 

money. When he had enough for the puppy, he returned to the store. 
He walked up to the counter and laid down a pocketful of wadded bills. The store owner sorted and 

counted the cash. After verifying the amount, he smiled at the boy and said, “All right, son, you can go 
get your puppy.” 

The boy reached into the back of the box, pulled out a skinny dog with a limp leg, and started to leave. 
The owner stopped him. 
“Don’t take that puppy,” he objected. “He’s crippled. He can’t play. He’ll never run with you. He 

can’t fetch. Get one of the healthy pups.” 
“No thank you, sir,” the boy replied. “This is exactly the kind of dog I’ve been looking for.” 
As the boy turned to leave, the store owner started to speak but remained silent. Suddenly he 

understood. For extending from the bottom of the boy’s trousers was a brace—a brace for his crippled leg. 
Why did the boy want the dog? Because he knew how it felt. And he knew it was very special. 
What did Jesus know that enabled him to do what he did? He knew how the people felt, and he knew 

that they were special. 
I hope you never forget that. 
Jesus knows how you feel. You’re under the gun at work? Jesus knows how you feel. You’ve got 

more to do than is humanly possible? So did he. You’ve got children who make a “piranha hour” out of 
your dinner hour? Jesus knows what that’s like. People take more from you than they give? Jesus 
understands. Your teenagers won’t listen? Your students won’t try? Your employees give you blank stares 
when you assign tasks? Believe me, friend, Jesus knows how you feel. 

You are precious to him. So precious that he became like you so that you would come to him. 
When you struggle, he listens. When you yearn, he responds. When you question, he hears. He has 

been there. You’ve heard that before, but you need to hear it again. 
He loves you with the love of a Theresa Briones. 
He understands you with the compassion of the crippled boy. 
Like Theresa, he battles with hell itself to protect you. 
And, like the boy, he paid a great price to take you home.11  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
10 Mark 6:41 . 
11Lucado, M. 2001, c1991. In the eye of the storm (electronic ed.) . Thomas Nelson Publishers: Nashville 
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Jesus Is Good News Series 
#6 He Gives Us A New Way of Life - Romans 6:1-10 
 
Romans 6:1-6: "What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace might increase? {2} May it 
never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? {3} Or do you not know that all of us who have 
been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? {4} There- fore we have been buried 
with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 
of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. {5} For if we have become united with Him in the 
likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection, {6} knowing this, that 
our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no 
longer be slaves to sin; {7} for he who has died is freed from sin. {8} Now if we have died with Christ, we 
believe that we shall also live with Him, {9} knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is 
never to die again; death no longer is master over Him. {10} For the death that He died, He died to sin, 
once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God." 
 
Have you ever heard someone explain his or her actions by saying, "I suppose it was just human nature 
for me to react that way"? It is human nature, we say, for a mother to love her child. But it is also "human 
nature" to lash out in anger at the driver who hit your car. 
 
What is human nature? Is it good or bad? Is it something to honor or something to avoid? 
 
Your human nature, "the way you are," is in large part the result of many factors and influences:  
· we probably picked up habits and ways of coping with situations from our parents or other people in our 
life.  
· we have learned by experience what actions get us what we want to have, so we do them.  
· we tend to repeat behavior for which we are praised. 
· other environmental or hereditary factors may be involved. But certainly the major factor in our "human 
nature" is ourselves. We are not victims. We choose to be "the way we are" 
 
Paul describes the old nature, the one characterized by sin, as nothing short of death. (Eph 2:1-3) "And 
you were dead in your trespasses and sins, {2} in which you formerly walked according to the course of 
this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of 
disobedience. {3} Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest." 
 
But something happened to those people: (Eph 2:4-5) "But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great 
love with which He loved us, {5} even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together 
with Christ (by grace you have been saved),"  (Eph 2:10) "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them." 
 
How tragic that a person made in the image of God falls so low to the extent that it can be said that he is 
little more than an object of God’s wrath! 
 
The good news of Jesus is that He can give us a new nature. We no longer have to "be that way" because 
Jesus gives us a new identity when we decide to belong to Him. 
 
The Source of the New Nature  
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This new nature comes when the old nature is crucified-co-crucified with Christ. In baptism a person 
allows his old, sinful self to be crucified just as Jesus was crucified. When you die physically, what will 
be the source of any life you may have afterward?  
 
Obviously, it cannot be yourself because you are dead! So the source must be God. The same is true 
spiritually. The life of a crucified believer comes from Jesus Christ as he is raised from the waters of 
baptism. Christ defines life, and He is life for the new person who is in Christ and who has been given a 
new nature by trusting and obeying Jesus. 
 
But there is a battle between the old nature and the new one. In Galatians 2, Paul described how he 
opposed Peter when Peter acted inconsistently toward his Gentile brothers. Peter let his old nature 
influence how he was acting.  
 
He was wanting to "do just the right thing" in a difficult situation, and he let his old Jewish background 
get the better of him. Paul said that the old way of the law and of trying to be saved by works is death.  
 
For the Christian, that old nature should be in the past: "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me" (Galatians 2:20). 
 
But is there a contradiction here? A person who becomes a Christian is new in many ways, but he has the 
same body, mind, and emotions that he had before. He often has the same attitudes, actions, and habits. A 
person cannot erase the training and experience that he had before be-coming a Christian. Yet according 
to Scripture, a radical chance has taken place What is the solution to this apparent dilemma? 
 
The solution is that the Christian is to live up to the new nature God has given him. The Christian life is a 
conscious decision, in fact, a never-ending series of conscious decisions, to live in  keep-ing with the new 
identity God has declared him to have.  
 
As the Christian commits himself to that new life, the Spirit of God works to remold that person into the 
likeness of Christ (Philippians 2:12, 13; Romans 8:13; Galatians 5:22-25). The lesson of Galatians 2 and 
of the New Testament as a whole is that the Christian can say, "I'm changed. I'm different. I'm not that 
way anymore!" 
 
The Changes of the New Nature  
This new nature has definite consequences in the Christian's life. For instance, it changes his outlook on 
the world around him. Paul said, "From now on we recognize no man according to the flesh" (2 
Corinthians 5:16). He is not to look at the world from a merely material perspective. 
 
The old habits of judging, condemning, criticizing, and hating others do not belong in the life of one who 
has been given a new nature by the Son of Love. Paul said, "If any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; 
the old things passed away; behold, new things have come" (2 Corinthians 
5:17). That includes the old perspectives on people and the world around us. The Christian is to look with 
new eyes on his life situation. He can say, "I don't see people the same way. I'm not like that anymore." 
 
The new nature changes a person's standards. Hebrews 9:14 says that the blood of Christ will "cleanse 
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God." The conscience is that capacity within each 
person to  know the difference between right and wrong. We all have consciences, but they are trained in 
different ways depending on our experiences in 
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life. The person living by the old nature believes things to be acceptable which are in reality "dead works" 
or sins.  
 
The blood of Christ washes us of those old standards within. That old way of living is no longer 
acceptable to the Christian because he knows it is unacceptable to God. He can say, "I don't need to think 
like that. I'm not that way anymore. I'm a Christian." 
 
The new nature also changes the Christian's actions. In Romans 6, Paul says the Christian is a new person. 
Even with the promise of God's grace, a Christian should not intentionally plan to sin. The Christian has 
died to sin. After discussing the changes that take place in baptism, 
Paul said, "Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do 
not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its lusts" (Romans 6:11, 12).  
 
God's action in baptism changes a person's identity to that of a child of God. The Christian must then 
change how he acts in keeping with that new nature. When faced with a temptation to act or speak in 
keeping with the old nature, the Christian can say, "I'm not like that anymore." 
 
The Fruit of the New Nature  
This change in the Christian's actions could be called a change in the "fruit" of his life. "Now the deeds of 
the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities; strife, 
jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissentions, factions, envying, drunk-enness, carousing, and things 
like these,... But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control: ..." (Galatians 5:19-23).  
 
Notice how the deeds of the flesh involve personal gratification and mistreatment of others. The fruit of 
the Spirit is the opposite of those practices. The angry, disputing, envying person becomes a loving, 
patient, kind person. When a Christian, who has God's new nature, is 
tempted to hurt another or please himself, he can say, "I'm not that way anymore. I'm a Christian." 
 
Paul again contrasts the old nature with the new in Ephesians 4:22-32: "Lay aside the old self, which is 
being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit,... and put on the new self... Therefore, laying aside 
falsehood, speak truth, each one of you, with his neighbor, ... Let him 
who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with his own hands what is good,... Let no 
unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification. ... Let all 
bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from 
you, along with all malice. And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God 
in Christ also has forgiven you." 
 
These may sound like good instructions for people who are about to become Christians, but remember 
that Ephesians was addressed to people who were already Christians! Could it be that some Christians in 
the church at Ephesus had problems with lying, stealing, anger, and saying things that they should not? 
 
To answer that question, answer this one: Do you know any Christians who commit sins? Of course you 
do. Does this mean that they were never converted to Christ? No, it simply means that they have yet to 
allow the new nature to influence what they do as completely as possible.  
 
They have yet to allow God's Spirit to influence them to the point that they bear the "fruit of the Spirit as 
much as they could. The Christian must continually remind himself, "I'm not like that anymore. My new 
nature doesn't allow that old kind of behavior." 
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Living Up to the New Nature  
How do you live up to the wonderful new identity God gives you? Let me suggest three ways. First, be 
reading the. Bible. Feed your mind on what God has to say to you. Establish a regular, daily time for 
personal Bible study. This will greatly enhance your understanding of what God 
expects from your new nature. Not all of your questions and struggles will be answered over-night, but 
you will certainly be headed in the right direction. 
 
Second, look for models of the new nature. Find Christians around you who, though they are imperfect, 
are demonstrating the fruits of the new nature. Watch how they handle themselves, how they relate to 
people, and what they say in groups. This puts the teachings of Scripture in flesh and blood terms right in 
front of you. 
 
Third, trust God's grace and God's Spirit, and do not define yourself by your old nature. You are no longer 
the person you once were. Even the sins that you may commit as a Christian do not determine who you 
really are. As a Christian, you have a new nature. By the grace of God you are not like that old person 
anymore. 
 
When a person comes to realize the need to obey the gospel and to be baptized into Christ, it is possible to 
focus on that one act and lose perspective on the rest of Christian obedience. A person may be tempted to 
think, "Once I am baptized and become a Christian, that will take care of that, and I can go on living the 
way I always did."   
 
But when you become a Christian, you have a new nature in Christ. You think and act differently because 
of your new identity in Him. 
 
Be assured that ever greater Christian obedience is not a constant matter. Sometimes even the most 
mature Christians amaze themselves at how much the old man of sin still lurks in their hearts. But in 
Christ "the old things passed away; behold, new things have come." 
 
The Good News of the New Nature  
The good news for every one of us is that "we do not have to be that way anymore." We do not have to be 
slaves to sin. We do not have to respond to situations the way we al-ways have or the way others do. 
 
You may think of many factors that have "programmed" your habitual responses, influences that have 
created long-established patterns that make genuine change difficult. You may say, "But my parents 
always...."; "But my older brother or sister used to. .. ."; "But my friends...."; 
 
"But I've seen other people in the church.. ( ."; "But that's the way I've been for forty years...." 
 
Those factors can be overcome with God's help. There is no reason why you have to be that way when 
you know better from Scripture and when God's new nature has been given to you. We just have to let our 
thoughts and actions catch up to what God thinks of us. 
 
Conclusion 
The good news is that Jesus can give you a new nature when you become a Christian. This new nature 
will be free from bondage to sin, free from God's wrath, free from what limits your living abundantly, free 
from old harmful habits, free from thinking that you have to shrink your life to fit your failures. In Christ 
you are a new person with a new identity and a new nature--and that is good news. 
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Jesus Is Good News Series 
#7 He Shows Us What God Is Like - John 14:7-10 
(This sermon was preached on Father’s Day). 
 
John 14:7-10: "If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know 
Him, and have seen Him." {8} Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us." {9} 
Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who 
has seen Me has seen the Father; how do you say, 'Show us the Father'? {10} "Do you not believe that I 
am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own 
initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works." 
 
What a special day we have when we can honor both our earthly fathers and our heavenly Father! It’s 
quite a privilege to be in the position to do such a thing! 
 
The Kind of Daddy I Want To Be 
I want to be the kind of daddy who knows just the right thing to say at just the right time so I can mend 
broken hearts and fix falling tears. I want to be the kind of daddy who is both tough and tender.  
 
I want my son to be a man and my daughter to be a lady, and I want each of them to know how to express 
what they really feel inside.  
 
I want to be the kind of daddy who is fair when decisions have to be made-even those that are not popular 
with those I love the most. 
 
I want to be the kind of daddy who leads his children in the most righteous of spiritual paths, teaching my 
kids to love Jesus and His church. I want to be the kind of daddy who has time to spend with his children, 
and will sometimes let worldly things go undone so that my kids will never feel unimportant or left out.  
 
I want to be the kind of daddy that will make my children eager to share me with their children. They will 
fill my grandchildren's ears with stories of the times I came through for them.  
 
I want to be the kind of daddy who prays with his children so they will know that I am weak, and I am not 
always everything I want to be, but I know one Father who is. (John Dobbs). 
------------------------------------------------ 
The story is told of a little boy in bombed-out London during World War II. The boy was looking 
longingly into a candy store window. A soldier came by, realized what was happening, went into the 
store, and emerged with a sack of candy which he gave to the lad. The boy looked at the candy, looked up 
at the soldier, and asked, "Sir, are you God?" The soldier seemed to embody what God was like to that 
little boy. The boy thought that he had finally seen God. 
 
We live in a society that’s looking for God. Many people may not realize it or admit it, but the truth is that 
thousands are looking for a god of some kind, something they can believe in.  
 
We live in a society that is looking for God. Many people may not realize it or admit it, but the truth is 
that thousands are looking for a god of some kind, something they can believe in. Some will trust in the 
stock market—until it shudders and falls. Some will look to society’s heroes—until we discover that they 
are on drugs. Others will look to national leaders—until they are found to be involved in a scandal. Those 
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who have searched for God have tried all kinds of approaches, such as obscure philosophies, gurus, and 
claims of special revelation. “New Age” religion is just the latest in a long line of efforts people have 
undertaken to find their spiritual identity and to make contact with the “Other” that is out there.  
 
Sheldon Vanauken writes of talking with C. S. Lewis. “One sure way to know the nature of God is to look 
at Jesus. Jesus is good news for us because He shows us what God is like. We no longer have to grope in 
the dark about the nature of our Creator. We can know the unseen God because we have seen Him in 
Jesus.” 12 
 
Through Jesus We “See God” 
This longing to know God and to know what God is like is not new. Throughout the ages people 
have wondered, speculated, and sometimes cringed in fear concerning the Creator of this world. To 
be sure, God has revealed Himself in the created world and through specific acts in history, but that 
does not satisfy us. Nature does not tell us everything we need to know about God, and His self-revelation 
through His deeds has taken the passage of many centuries. Having known nothing or only a little about 
God, many have wanted earnestly to have a better picture of the nature of God. 
 
John says that “no man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the 
Father, He has explained Him” (John 1:18). It is true that God Himself said, “No man can see Me and 
live” (Exodus 33:20). 
However, many in the Old Testament saw at least something of God.  
 
Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up on Mount Sinai and saw God: 
"They saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as clear as 
the sky itself . . . . They beheld God, . . .” (Exodus 24:10, 11).  
 
Moses was allowed to see God’s back (Exodus 33:23—34:8). Isaiah said, “I saw the Lord sitting on a 
throne. . . . My eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts” (Isaiah 6:1, 5). While many have seen 
something about God, no one really “saw” the nature of God, “what God is about,” before Jesus came. 
Jesus did not come to show us the characteristics of God’s appearance; He came to show us God’s nature. 
It was up to Jesus to show in human terms the nature of God. 
 
What Does Jesus Tell Us About God? 
John says in chapter 1 of his Gospel account of Jesus’ life that Jesus has made God known (John 1:18). 
Let us survey the next several chapters of John’s story to see exactly how Jesus shows us what God is 
like.  
 
God is in control of the physical world. When Jesus turned water into wine (John 2:1-11), He 
demonstrated that God’s power controls the physical world. Only someone who had a connection with the 
Lord of the universe could change one material substance into something else. Someone has pointed out 
that God is always turning water into wine—He sends the rainfall that waters grapes, the juice of which 
ferments into wine—but in this setting He just did it much more quickly. This scene presented in a 
startling way God’s amazing control of the physical world, something which those with the eye of faith 
can see every day.  
 

                                                           
12 Sheldon Vanauken, A Severe Mercy (San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1977), 111. 
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The disciples who had to learn who Jesus really was as they followed Him began to believe in Him and 
later entrusted their lives to Him. This demonstration of God’s control over the physical world through 
Jesus was an 
important first lesson. We need to grasp the same lesson about the nature of God. We can look around us 
and 
see natural disasters, tragic accidents, undeserved suffering, and rampant sin. We might be tempted to 
wonder if there really is a God and, if there is, whether or not He is in control.  But Jesus shows us that 
God does indeed control the material world. 
 
God is zealous against the mockery of true religion. The next scene in John 2 portrays Jesus clearing the 
sellers and moneychangers from the temple (John 2:13-22). In so doing He looked and sounded like one 
of the “fire and brimstone” Old Testament prophets. In fact, as His disciples watched Him they recalled 
an Old Testament line: “Zeal for Thy house will consume me” (John 2:17, quoting Psalms 69:9).  
 
Jesus was not going to let that kind of activity continue in His Father’s holy temple. Such was not in 
keeping with God’s nature or with the purpose God had for the religion of Israel. If something within you 
cries out against all of the “moneychanging” in religion today, with the emphasis on fund-raising and on 
building bigger monuments to men in the name of God, I have good news for you! At least to that extent, 
you are on God’s side!  
 
If all the pleading for money by “media evangelists” strikes you as being unlike the nature of God, the 
good news is that you are absolutely right. We know this is true because Jesus has shown us that God is 
zealous against the mockery of and profiteering in the name of true religion. 
 
God knows us. John 2 ends with a deeply significant statement about Jesus. John says that many were 
coming to have some level of faith in Jesus, but that “Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to 
them, for He knew 
all men, and because He did not need anyone to bear witness concerning man for He Himself knew what 
was in man” (vv. 24, 25).  
 
Who better would know what humans are like inside and out than Jesus, the One who helped create us 
and who had then become one of us? Jesus is God and He was also man. He, therefore, knows exactly 
what we are like, 
our amazing abilities and our potential flaws. In a manner of speaking, Jesus peers over our shoulders and 
reads our life-diaries as no one else can. He opens the innermost thoughts of our hearts to His gaze 
(Hebrews 4:12,  13 He knows (as John suggests in the passage above) that many times we are not 
trustworthy. He knows the many poor motives we often have. 
 
Notice, however, what God does with this intimate knowledge of us. He uses it to bless us! It is true that 
God’s piercing Word “is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12) and that 
one day His 
knowledge of us will determine our eternal destiny. However, since God knows us so well, He has 
provided a Savior, a way of forgiveness, and an offer of fellowship with Him. God has given us the means 
whereby we 
can overcome the failings of the flesh. He knows us even better than we know ourselves —and that is 
good news! 
 
God is a loving and saving God. The “Golden Text of the Bible” (John 3:16, 17) tells us about the extent 
of God’s love for us. We see that God loved us so much that He was willing to send His one and only 
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Son, so that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. We see in this God’s 
willingness to get 
involved in our lives. We stand in awe at God’s desire for people to be saved, especially since we had 
condemned ourselves because of our own sin. Jesus tells us of God’s love for us, and that is great news! 
 
God gives sinners hope. Jonathan Edwards’ most famous sermon was “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry 
God.” In John 4, however, we see a sinner at the hands of the loving Son of God. Jesus’ encounter with 
the Samaritan 
woman at the well shows us how God deals with a sinner.  The woman had lived a life that could 
probably best be described as little more than a failure. At first, she was not spiritually attuned to what 
Jesus was saying in their conversation. She knew how to start a religious debate (“Our people say this 
mountain is where people ought to worship, but you people say Jerusalem is the place—what about  it?”), 
but she only dimly grasped the truth about the coming Messiah. She had a life of failure, was spiritually 
shallow, and was more at home with religious debate questions than with the truth about the Christ. Does 
that sound anything like people today? 
When God—through Jesus—dealt with this sinner’s life, He went to the heart of the matter. He was not 
satisfied with correcting a few of her outer flaws. In describing what He could do for her spiritual life, He 
said, “The 
 ater that I shall give [a person] shall become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life” (John 
4:14). God will not be superficial with us. When He deals with us as sinners, He gets to the bottom of our 
situation. In addition, as God addresses a sinner’s life, He offers that person hope, regardless of his or her 
past. God works on the heart of a person’s life and gives a sinner hope. That is good news.  
 
God is working. When Jesus was questioned about performing a healing miracle on the Sabbath, He 
replied, “My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working” (John 5:17). Like Father, like Son, 
we can say. What we see Jesus doing is what God is doing. Of course God is working. He keeps the 
universe going, He does good and limits evil. All that Jesus did merely proved that we have an active and 
caring God. God is not dead. He is on the job. That is good news!  
 
God has His own time frame. Jesus refused to give in to His brothers’ urging to go to Jerusalem for the 
purpose of making Himself known to the world (John 7:3-5). Jesus said, “My time is not yet at hand, but 
your time is always opportune” (John 7:6). God will not be hurried or swayed by men’s demands, wants, 
or motives. God has His own time frame that He is following. (In fact, Jesus did go to Jerusalem a short 
time later, but not to be the big success that His brothers were wanting from Him.)  
 
God has His own timing, and we can trust that His timing will always turn out for the best. In the face of 
our worries and our exhausting efforts to “make things happen,” that assurance is good news. 
 
God is not blind to sin. John 8:2-11 presents Jesus again encountering a sinful woman, this time one 
caught in the act of adultery. She was brought to Him by the scribes and the Pharisees who were wanting 
to test Him. Jesus showed that God was not blind to sin in this woman’s life when He told her, “From 
now on, sin no more” (v. 11). But neither was He blind to the sin in the lives of the scribes and the 
Pharisees. Jesus said to them, “He  who is without sin among you, let him be the first to throw a stone at 
her” (John 8:7)—and no one did. They had sin in their lives too.  
 
We see two pieces of good news in this passage. First, no one, not even a religious leader, is going to “get 
by” with anything before God. God can see through all the trickery and hypocrisy that anyone tries to 
pull. If 
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you feel as though you are the only one who sees through the facade that a so-called “good person” has 
erected, fear not. God sees through it too! Second, even though God is not blind to sin, He is willing to 
forgive if there is repentance.  
 
He will see it, but He will also forgive it. What else do we know about God by what Jesus does and says 
in the Gospel of John?  
 
God is a God of truth (8:40). He speaks the truth and operates on the basis of truth.  
 
God is able to protect His own (10:27-30). His sheep are free to wander off or to decide not to follow 
Him any longer, but Jesus assures us that God will take care of those who belong to Him.  
 
God is the God of resurrection (11:25, 26). Jesus’ raising of Lazarus from the dead shows us that death is 
no obstacle to God. He is still able to bless even in the face of death. His power does not stop at the grave.  
 
There is no limit to God’s love (13:1-14). In washing the disciples’ feet, Jesus “loved them to the end,” or, 
as the NIV renders it, He “showed them the full extent of His love” (v. 1). Is it possible that we have a 
God who 
serves us? Yes! He gave His Son to serve our needs. He serves our best interests when we follow Him. 
There is no limit to God’s willingness to love. 
 
God will not forget you when you die (14:1, 2). The Father has many dwelling places prepared for His 
people. Jesus assures us that we have no reason to be troubled about what will happen to God’s people 
after death. 
How thankful we should be for this portrait of God that Jesus paints for us! Instead of floundering around 
with  sculation and misguided ideas, we can have the truth about God’s character. 
 
Once, while Jesus was assuring His disciples that He was going to the Father to prepare a place for them, 
Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us” (John 14:8).  
 
Jesus replied, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has 
seen Me has seen the Father; how do you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the 
Father abiding in Me does His works” (John 14:9, 10). 
 
You can almost hear Jesus saying, “Philip, Philip—come now! Have you not learned by now that if you 
have seen Me you have seen the Father? Why do you ask to see God? I have been showing you what God 
is like all through My ministry.” The words and the works of Jesus show us the nature of God. 
 
How Shall We Respond To The Truth About God? 
Since Jesus has shown us God’s character, we must consider these questions: Can we trust God? As He 
has been revealed in Jesus, is God trustworthy? Will He be there when you need Him? Is He reliable? 
Does He bless the truth-seeker and rebuke the hypocrite and those who are hard of heart? We know better 
than to believe that we can completely trust ourselves or any other human. 
 
But can we trust God? Jesus shows us that we can. Can we believe that He acts? Is He a God who 
responds? Is He alive and active, based on what you have seen in Jesus? Yes! Having seen God in Jesus, 
we can know that God will indeed respond and act.  
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Can we believe that He acted in Jesus? Can you believe that God identified with us by sending His Son? 
Do you see that, even though God has always been working throughout history, He has worked in a 
unique way in the person of Jesus? The signs of God’s presence in the life of Jesus are unmistakable.  
 
Can we love God? Is God lovable? Based on what you have seen about God in Jesus, do you have to 
approach God in cringing fear, or can you praise Him for His limitless love? God wants us to love Him, 
and He has shown us that we can. Can we find a new meaning of life through God? God has redefined 
failure, despair, and death by what He accomplished in Jesus. You, too, can gain divine insight into what 
life is all about by what God has done in Jesus. A new meaning for life has been made available to us in 
Jesus. There is life in no other. If you can say yes to all of these questions, then you have come to know 
important truths about God—and you have learned them through Jesus. Jesus has made God known. 
 
Conclusion 
What is God like? As J. I. Packer notes, He is the God who gives hope to a ruined humanity —through 
Jesus. By God’s own initiative, His one and only Son gave up heaven and was born in a stable so that 
thirty-three years later He could die on a cross for you and me. 13 
 
That is what God is like. The God of love and redemption has acted in Jesus to bring salvation and hope. 
That is the most wonderful message the world has ever known or ever will know. There is no need to look 
for God anywhere else. We know what He is like because we have seen Him in Jesus. What we have 
learned is good news! 
 
How big is your God?  
"You might want to ask yourself whether you have a big God or a little God? A little girl listened 
attentively as her father read the family devotions. She seemed awed by her parents' talk of God's limitless 
power and mercy. "Daddy," she asked, placing her little hands on his knees, "how big is God." Her father 
thought for a moment and answered, "Honey, he is always just a little bigger than you need."  
 
Picture of God? 
A little boy was working hard on a drawing and his daddy asked him what he was doing. The reply came 
back, "Drawing a picture of God." His daddy said, "You can't do that, honey. Nobody knows what God 
looks like." But the little boy was undeterred and continued to draw. He looked at his picture with 
satisfaction and said very matter-of-factly, "They will in a few minutes." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
13 2J. I. Packer, Knowing God (Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1973), 55. 
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Jesus Is Good News Series 
#8 He Tells Us The Truth - John 14:1-6 
 
Remember the old saying "Truth hurts." It often does hurt, but more importantly, truth helps: 
· It helps us get our life in order; it helps in dealing with what you know you should be doing but are not.  
· It helps answer questions that have been troubling you…it helps you have a solid basis for your life. 
 
Jesus said "I am the way, the truth, and the life." He embodied truth. He always told the truth. His words 
were always reliable. 
 
(John 5:24-25) ""I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 
life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. {25} I tell you the truth, a time is 
coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will 
live." 
 
(John 6:47) "I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life." 
 
(John 6:53) "Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink 
his blood, you have no life in you." 
 
(John 8:34) "Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin." 
 
(John 8:51) "I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death."" 
 
Can We Know the Truth? 
The search for truth has occupied man from the beginning: 
· Eve wanted to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil—to know more of the truth.  
· People have been pursuing scientific knowledge and the study of various academic disciplines for 
centuries.  
· Researchers probe both outer space and the inner man to discover all they can about what is true.  
· Although we yearn to know the truth, in our day "truth" is often seen as a relative term. What was "true" 
in our parents' day is no longer believed in some instances. With the knowledge explosion, we constantly 
learn new information about our world and universe. 
 
One writer suggested: "About the only thing not tolerated in the religious world is the idea that one 
system could be right and all others wrong. On television, "free sex" life-styles are portrayed as neither 
better nor worse than "straight" lifestyles. If anything, the "liberated" life comes across as superior to the 
"hypocritical, hung-up" religiously moral life.  
 
"Some politicians would be incensed if someone dared to call their personal lifestyle "wrong," but those 
same politicians are more than willing to label the policies of their opponent as "evil and immoral." 
 
Political figures and the media seem to have a running battle over what is the truth. Both sides have a 
point, and both sides probably fudge a bit from time to time." 
 
Truth Encourages 
Sometimes the truth Jesus spoke was uplifting encouragement: 
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(Mat 17:20) "He replied, "Because you have so little faith. I tell you  the truth, if you have faith as small 
as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will 
be impossible for you."" 
 
(Mark 9:1) "And he said to them, "I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death 
before they see the kingdom of God come with power."" 
 
(Mark 9:41) "I tell you the truth, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name be-cause you belong to 
Christ will certainly not lose his reward." 
 
(John 5:24) ""I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life 
and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life." 
 
These truths do not hurt—these truths encourage. Jesus’ words of truth give us solid hope, a goal to shoot 
for, and assurance of God’s power. 
 
Truth Warns 
In addition, on many occasions, Jesus told the truth about "the way things are:" 
(Mat 6:5) ""And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their 
reward in full." 
 
(Mat 18:3) "And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven." 
 
(John 3:3) "In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is 
born again."" 
 
These statements of Jesus are warnings. This truth ‘hurts’ only if we are unwilling to change and obey 
God’s will. Promise is present in these words, but it is conditional. 
 
Truth Confronts 
Jesus sometimes confronted entire groups with the truth: 
(Mark 10:21) "Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you 
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."" 
 
(Luke 11:27-28) "As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, "Blessed is the 
mother who gave you birth and nursed you." 
{28} He replied, "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it."" 
 
When Jesus confronted people with the truth, He challenged the direction their lives had taken. His truth 
was what they needed to hear, lest they remain in their sin, selfishness, and shortsightedness. 
 
Truth Heals 
Notice that, even though Jesus always told the truth and sometimes said it pointedly, He was never 
insulting.  
 
He never drove away an honest seeker, yet He never denied that sin was the root of human problems. He 
never suggested an easier fix than confronting the sin in a person’s life. 
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In a world given over to relativism and subjective standards, in a society where truth is often portrayed as 
simply one politician’s idea or one newscaster’s perspective, Jesus comes and speaks the truth to us about 
God, ourselves, sin, relationships, hope, obedience, and 
salvation. 
 
Is that not good news? 
"On the cover of your Bible and my Bible appear the words "Holy Bible." Do you know why the Bible is 
called holy? Why should it be called holy when so much lust and hate and greed and war are found in it? I 
can tell you why. It is because the Bible tells the truth. It tells the truth about God, about man, and about 
the devil. The Bible teaches that we exchange the truth of God for the devil's lie about sex, for example; 
and drugs, and alcohol, and religious hypocrisy. Jesus Christ is the ultimate truth. Furthermore, He told 
the truth. Jesus said that He was the truth, and the truth would make us free." 
 
Your Attitude to the Narrow Way 
"Truth is narrow. If we were hiking and came to a wide river, and we learned that there was one bridge, 
down the river a mile or two, we wouldn't stomp in disgust and moan about how that was such a narrow 
way to think and that the bridge should be right there, where we were. Instead, thankful that there was a 
bridge, we would go to it and cross over. Or consider the following. When we go to the doctor, we want a 
prescription for exactly what we will need to get well. We would be quite startled if the doctor said, 
"These pills ought to cure you if you're sincere. After all, we believe in health, don't we?" Or would you 
trust yourself to a surgeon who had received no specialized training but was simply a really good person 
who meant well? Of course not! You know that truth is narrow. And you will trust your life only to 
someone who knows exactly what he or she is doing." 
 
Facing Reality 
Jesus has always told us the truth about what is reality: Today, we look at realities of life: 
 
REALITY #1: LIFE IS SHORT 
This is taught in the Bible by several beautiful figures. 
· The Bible asks the question, "What is your life?" (James 4:14) "Why, you do not even know what will 
happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that ap-pears for a little while and then vanishes." 
 
In our time, we have seen man's life span extended farther than any other age. In colonial days, it was 
slightly over 30. Yet, we have almost abolished infant mortality. Now, we can expect to be active into our 
80's and many living longer than this. We are almost shocked by the death of a 
young person.  
 
Yet, compared to how long man once lived, life is short. Compared to how long the world has stood, any 
life is only a minute fraction of time.  
 
What is the reality? "Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, for in the grave, where 
you are going, there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom." --- Ecclesiastes 9:10 
 
REALITY #2: LIFE IS UNCERTAIN 
Jesus told of a man who had it made. He had all things planned but one. He did not plan to die. (Luke 
12:16-21) "And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. {17} 
He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.' {18} 
"Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store 
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all my grain and my goods. {19} And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many 
years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry."' {20} "But God said to 
him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have 
prepared for yourself?' {21} "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not 
rich toward God."" 
 
There is much in life over which we have no control: 
· No matter how hard we try, we cannot escape all danger.  
· We can get 8 hours sleep, brush our teeth every day and watch when crossing the street. However, we 
cannot prevent an airplane falling on us or a reckless driver hitting us. 
· We may find ourselves in a situation from which we cannot escape. Incurable cancer for example.  
 
The result is that we can never escape all anxiety. The one thing we can do is that we can be ready to go at 
any time. Our life must be a life of trust.  
 
REALITY #3: LIFE HAS A PURPOSE 
Many live with a feeling of frustration We do not mind working hard or being busy. We just want to feel 
that what we are doing is worthwhile, that it will endure.  
 
To overcome this we must have a high enough purpose for life. The Bible speaks of the purpose of life. 
· We are to make the right choices.  
· We are given the right to choose.  
· The Bible also says nothing about reincarnation. (Hebrews 9:27) "Just as man is destined to die once, 
and after that to face judgment," 
 
REALITY #4: LIFE IS PREPARATION 
This life is not an end within itself. It must be used and can be enjoyed. However, it is the only time we 
can prepare for the next life. We must put our trust in the One who can help. 
 
· This was Solomon's conclusion in (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14) "Now all has been heard; here is the 
conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. {14} 
For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil." 
· (John 6:27) "Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of 
Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval."" 
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Jesus Is Good News Series 
#9  He Offers A New Life – Romans 6:4 
 
Oh, no! I’ve gotten things all twisted up. Can I just start over again?” Have you ever felt that way? Surely you 
have. No doubt you have been in a conversation and wanted a second chance to say what you were trying to say. Or 
perhaps you have wished for a new start in a relationship. But time only moves in one direction. You 
cannot relive the past with your hard-won wisdom so that you can do things right the second time around. You just 
have to learn from your mistakes and try to make each day the best one possible.  
 
Jesus has good news for you. In fact, He has the best news of all. He offers you what may be the greatest gift and 
the most thrilling opportunity imaginable. He is able to do something in your life that no one else can do. He offers 
the fulfillment of your fondest dream. 
 
He says that you can start over. He says that you can be born again. 
 
Nicodemus Meets Jesus 
John 3:1-15 tells about a man who came to Jesus with some questions. Nicodemus was a political and religious 
leader in first-century Israel. He was a member of the political and religious establishment. He had been steeped in 
religion all of his life and had probably never seen himself as lacking anything spiritually.  
 
But Jesus appeared on the scene and began confronting the political and religious system of which Nicodemus was 
a leader. Jesus started challenging the definitions, the norms, and the parameters of that system.  
 
What Jesus was doing and saying did not fit what Nicodemus had known and understood. Nicodemus knew that 
Jesus had great powers from God which enabled Him to do the marvelous things He was doing. But Nicodemus 
was not quite able to fit Jesus into a mold, so he did something remarkable. He went to Jesus to have a private 
conversation and talk some things out.  
 
A short way into their conversation, Jesus went to the heart of the matter by saying, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). Not expecting that turn in the  discussion, 
and not ready for the illustration Jesus used, Nicodemus failed to grasp His meaning.  
 
He asked, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be 
born, can he?” (John 3:4). Jesus then restated His original challenge in slightly different language. “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5).  
 
Jesus was not talking about a second physical birth. Instead, He was talking about a new start in life. The challenge 
He put to Nicodemus was not to go through physical birth again, but to start all over again in his 
thinking and his understanding. If Nicodemus was going to grasp what Jesus was about, he would have to return to 
the beginning of the game of life—not physically, but spiritually.  
 
He would have to get a fresh start in his spiritual life if he was ever to get the true picture about the kingdom of 
God. In His conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus revealed some crucial truths about starting over again. First, He 
said that it is possible. He would not require something that was impossible. So Jesus was saying that it is possible 
to start over, to be “born again.” Second, He said that it is essential. It is not just something that might be nice to do 
sometime. He said that without such a new start, fellowship with God is impossible. Third, Jesus indicated that 
starting over, being “born again,” does not just wipe the slate clean of our past mistakes. 
 
Being born again is the way to deal with our direction of sinfulness which has broken our relationship with God. 
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Is this not an exciting thought? Jesus says that you and I actually can start over, a start so new that He calls it being 
born again. 
 
What Is Involved? 
What exactly makes up this new birth of “water and the Spirit”? Let us look at other passages that might help us 
understand it more completely. Paul used similar phrases in Titus 3:5, where, speaking to Christians, he said that 
God “saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.” (Emphasis mine.)  
 
Notice the same ideas: washing (water), regeneration (new birth), and the Holy Spirit. What might this be 
describing? Another passage tells how a large group of people got a new start. We read in Acts 2 that Peter 
addressed the Jews in Jerusalem a few weeks after Jesus had been crucified. He said, “God has made Him both 
Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified” (Acts 2:36). 
 
The responsibility for Jesus’ death put a sizeable load of guilt upon the people to whom Peter spoke. They were 
convicted of their sin and their need to do something about it. They asked, “Brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 
2:37). In other words, how could they wipe the slate clean and start over? Was that too much to expect after such a 
horrible crime as crucifying Jesus? No.  
 
Peter explained how these who had crucified Jesus could get a new start by replying, “Repent, and let each of you 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 2:38).  
 
Do you see those same elements: water (in baptism), the Holy Spirit, and starting over again? There 
seems to be a pattern here! Over and over, the New Testament connects baptism with a new start. Saul of Tarsus, 
having formerly persecuted the church and then having been convicted by Jesus on the Damascus road, was told, 
“Arise, and be baptized, and wash away your sins” (Acts 22:16).  
 
Paul himself later refers to baptism as the time when, just as Christ was raised from the dead, “we too might walk in 
newness of life” (Romans 6:4).  
 
Baptism is described as “putting on” Christ (Galatians 3:27; KJV) and “being raised up” with Christ through faith 
(Colossians 2:12). Peter says flatly, “Baptism now saves you” (1 Peter 3:21).  
 
What happens in baptism that makes it so important? Certainly the power is not in the water or in the performing of 
a ritual. The power in baptism is in God’s acting in it to grant forgiveness and to give the Holy Spirit to the person 
who is baptized in the name of (in the authority of) Christ. To receive forgiveness and to receive the Holy Spirit, 
now that is a new start!  
 
The new birth involves the spiritual washing that takes place in baptism. But the new birth also requires a 
commitment on the part of the individual. Just getting wet is not being born again. You must be willing to become a 
child again, to be dependent on your Father.  
 
When a person is born, he is a child. You must also be willing to trust that Jesus has the answers and that you do 
not, for if you had them, you would not be needing to start over again. You must be willing to die—to die to your 
sin and to your self-made course of life—in order to be born again. Otherwise, if you try to allow 
your old self and your new self to co-exist, it will get pretty crowded inside of you!  
 
This commitment involves trusting the power of God. Paul says that a person is raised up in baptism “through faith 
in the working of God, who raised Him [i.e., Christ] from the dead” (Colossians 2:12). Peter, in 
explaining how baptism saves you, says that it is “not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but [is] an appeal to God 
for a good conscience—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1Peter 3:21). That commitment of faith, which 
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can also be called “trust,” has to be present for this birth of “water and the Spirit” to take effect. Going through the 
motions of baptism does not save anyone.  
 
A young man once told me that he had been baptized one night when he was drunk. That is very unusual, but I 
would guess that it was not the only time someone has ever been immersed without making a genuine spiritual 
commitment. I imagine that, more than once, a spouse or a child has been baptized not out of faith but simply to get 
somebody “off his back” about it. I am glad that I am not the judge in these cases. The power in baptism is 
not in the water but in the action of the God who saves the one who has come to Jesus for salvation.  
 
Forgiveness! The Holy Spirit! New life! That is new birth. That is being born again. 
 
Is There Hope for Me? 
“That might work for people who are basically good,” you might think, “but I have done some terrible things and 
messed up my life. I can’t imagine there being any hope for me.” Yes, there is hope! I get great encouragement 
from reading about the twelve apostles in the gospel accounts of Jesus’ ministry because 
of all the mistakes they made!  
 
Consider how the twelve, individually and as a group, “messed things up” and missed the point:  

• Judas had been with Jesus for three years but failed miserably in understanding Jesus’ mission. That failure 
to see Jesus’ purpose led him to betray Jesus and then, in remorse, to take his own life. 

• Peter over and over spoke before he thought. He doubted Jesus’ word and rebuked Jesus (Mark 8:32). He 
denied knowing Jesus when a mere servant girl identified him as someone who had been with Jesus (Mark 
14:66-70). 

• James and John thought that being with Jesus meant prestige and power instead of humility and service 
(Mark 10:35-45). They wanted to call down fire from heaven on the residents of a village who did not want 
Jesus  to stay there (Luke 9:54).  

• Thomas is remembered for his doubts about Jesus having really risen from the dead (John 20:24, 25). 
• Philip, in John 14, showed that he had failed to see God in Jesus.  
• The disciples missed Jesus’ point about bread in the feeding of the five thousand and the four thousand 

(Mark 8:21). They argued about which one of them was the greatest, right after Jesus told them that He was 
going to die (Mark 9:31-34). They were unwilling to wash each other’s feet (John 13). They all ran away 
when Jesus was arrested (Mark 14:50). 

 
Half of the apostles individually, and all of them collectively, failed and failed again. Even after walking with 
Jesus personally and seeing with their own eyes the miracles He performed, they were not willing to trust Him 
in the pinch. It would be easy to see them as a bunch of losers! But just a few weeks later, who were the people 
who led the way in telling the world about the resurrected Jesus and the good news of salvation in Him? The 
eleven apostles!  
 
Because of Jesus, they had been given a new start. They had accumulated quite a record by letting Jesus down 
again and again. But when they had a second chance, they made the most of it, and God used them powerfully 
to accomplish His purpose. This tells me that even I, with my blemished record, can get a new start. I get 
another chance that is so completely fresh it is called being born again. What a loving God we have! 

 
The New Birth Has a Price 
Sometimes, when we are terribly embarrassed, not only do we want to start over again, but we even think, “I 
could just die!” In a spiritual sense, Jesus asks, “Why don’t you?” Because that is what it takes in order to be 
born again. That is the price of being born again. Nicodemus had to change his entire outlook on how to get to 
God in order to be born again. Peter said in Acts 2 that repentance, a 180-degree turnaround in one’s attitude 
and actions, is involved in starting over. Yes, you can have a second chance, but there is a price: yourself. 
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This can be illustrated by way of analogy. There is good news about many diseases from which people have 
suffered. The good news is not that such diseases do not exist, but that there are cures if people are willing to go 
to the source of the cures. Also, there is good news for the tense Middle East situation. The good news is that 
peace is possible, but only if the countries involved will stop being selfish in what they want from the situation 
and if they will learn to get along with their political and religious neighbors. 

 
The point is this: There is good news about our sin and our shattered lives. The good news is not that the 
problem no longer exists. It is not that sin and moral responsibility are just figments of our imagination. The 
good news is that there is a cure for sin if we go to the source and if we are willing to pay the price of 
repentance and recommitment. Is it worth it? Is it worth saying yes to Jesus and no to self? Is it worth obeying 
God’s commands on how to be born again? I will answer those questions by asking two more: Do you want an 
opportunity to start over? And do you know of any other way?  

 
Conclusion 
When Nicodemus went to Jesus, he was not looking for a way to start over. He did not even know he had to. 
But  he did. Unlike Nicodemus as he came to Jesus, you may be desperately aware of iyour need to start over. 
You can, but you may not have realized that starting over has a cost. But it does. The basic problem in both 
situations is that of sin: Nicodemus’ old ways that he had to give up and your life of sin that you have to give 
up. 

 
Jesus, in His great love and mercy, says that we can start over. We can be born again. The chance that we have 
longed for is available to us. That is good news!  
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Jesus Is Good News Series 
#10 He Frees Us From Ritualism In Religion 
 
“Honey,” the new wife called, “I’m going to bake my first ham. Will you bring me the hacksaw?” 
“Hacksaw?” said her husband. “Why do you need a hacksaw?” “I have to cut the bone off the ham before 
I cook it.” Ater the bone was cut off and the ham was cooked, the husband said, “Dear, the ham was great, 
but why did you cut the bone off it?” “That’s the way Mom cooks a ham. I’ve always seen her do it that 
way.” “But why?” “I don’t know, but I’m sure there’s a good reason.” She called her mother and asked 
the same question. “Hon,” she replied, “that’s the way your grandmother always cooks a ham. But I never 
asked her why.” 
 
A second call, this one to Grandma, produced the answer: “Dear, the pan I cook my ham in is too short, so 
I have to cut the bone off so it will fit.”  
 
Sometimes we find ourselves the unwitting victim of traditions that have been handed down for years but 
which have lost their original meaning. When you do not know a good reason for a practice, and when 
more work goes into keeping the practice than in knowing the meaning of it, that tradition has become 
more of a burden than a pleasure. 
 
Unfortunately, religion can become a burden as well. The Jewish people of Jesus’ day had “heavy loads” 
placed upon them by their religious leaders. These leaders insisted on obedience to traditions that had 
been handed down for generations but which were not found in the Old Testament Scriptures (Matthew 
23:4).  
 
Today many forms of Christendom do not provide freedom in Christ but instead weigh the participants 
down with rules and rituals that keep them “in line” under those who are higher up in the hierarchy. Jesus 
today is good news just as He was in the first century because He frees us from the burden of ritualism in 
religion.  
 
Jesus has assaulted the fortress of empty religious ritual and rules that are to keep people in check under 
the guise of doing “God’s will.”  
 
If you are in a church that elevates man’s rules to the status of God’s commands and that manipulates you 
to accomplish the ends of a human leader, or if you have just developed a rules-oriented view of religion 
that has left you hungering for genuine spiritual growth, there is good news for you! Jesus can take you 
back to the very heart of God.  
 
The Old Testament prophets constantly rebuked the people of Israel for going through the motions in their 
worship of God while living immoral lives and even worshiping false gods. “Bring your worthless 
offerings no longer, incense is an abomination to Me. . . .” said the Lord (Isaiah 1:13).  
 
God did not give the Israelites rules just to keep them busy. God called the nation of Israel to be His 
special people, out of all the peoples of the earth, because He loved them and wanted them to be an 
example and a nation of intercessors (priests) to the other nations (Deuteronomy 7:7, 8; Exodus 19:4-6).  
 
Because of that call of love, God wanted them to respond by keeping the covenant between them and God 
and by being faithful to Him. But many years later, the religion of Israel turned into a meaningless ritual. 
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In Jesus’ day, the Jewish rabbis, and especially the sect of the Pharisees, earnestly wanted to apply the 
Old Testament law of God to everyday life in order to live faithfully for God. They knew that violating 
the law was wrong, so they developed interpretations and applications of Old Testament Scriptures that 
became a “hedge” around the law.  
 
If you never violated the “hedge” of “safe” traditions, you would never violate the law. That seems simple 
enough! Then they elevated their manmade hedge to the level of Scriptures, and in building the hedge 
they missed much of the reason God had for establishing the covenant through Moses. God did not want a 
nation of traditionalists. He wanted a people who knew Him and were committed to Him. 
 
This problem has not disappeared with Jewish people. Consider the following modern day application of 
the Old Testament command, “You are not to boil a kid in the milk of its mother” (Exodus 23:19).  
 
The command is straightforward enough, probably relating to hygiene and teaching a respect for mother/ 
offspring relationships. But how could you know for sure that you were keeping this commandment?  
 
The rabbis in Jesus’ day required two sets of dishes, one for milk and one for meat. Therefore, one Jewish 
family I have known, when building a house, installed in their kitchen two dishwashers, one for dishes 
used for milk and one for dishes used for meat! Somehow I hardly think that God had this in mind with 
that commandment in Exodus.  
 
The church in Ephesus in the first century caught a case of this same disease. The church is addressed by 
Christ in Revelation with these words: I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you 
cannot endure evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and 
you found them to be false; and you have perseverance and have endured for 
My name’s sake, and have not grown weary. But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 
Remember therefore from where you have fallen, . . . or else I am coming to you, and will remove your 
lampstand out of its place. . . . (Revelation 2:2-5). 
 
This church did many of the right things, but they had lost their love for Christ. This made their 
“obedience” hollow and insufficient in God’s eyes. Concerning doctrine, they were “sound,” but 
concerning love, they were sound asleep!  
 
As the centuries have passed, some who have claimed to follow Christ have begun and maintained 
burdensome systems of rituals that go far beyond what the New Testament teaches concerning what it 
means to follow Christ.  “The way things are done” has often come to be the way the man in charge says 
they are to be done.  
 
Conducting worship services in a language the people in attendance cannot understand, demanding 
penitence in certain forms, and building a hierarchy of leadership are just some of the evidences of a 
burdensome religion of ritual. Neither Christ nor any of the writers of the New Testament say anything 
about such practices. Why should they be required of those who seek to worship God?  
 
How Is Such a Religion a Burden? 
“Nobody’s perfect,” you may say. “Sure some go overboard, but what harm is it? It’s better to be safe 
than sorry!” But that is not what Jesus said. A ritualized religion does do harm. Could this be the reason, 
to paraphrase an old television commercial, that you are more religious now but enjoying it less? How can 
the practice of ritualized religion be a dangerous burden? 
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It takes a small view of God. I doubt that the Israelites, first-century Pharisees, or modern day 
traditionalists have really believed God to be fooled by all of this. It is just that they have not taken God 
seriously enough. They have not thought through the revelation of God as given in the Scriptures enough 
to realize what God is like. We want to “do our own thing” while still giving some recognition to God, so 
the compromise we make is a minimum-essentials religion of going through the motions. 
Traditionalists have not tried to fool God; they have just not paid enough attention to God.  
 
It takes a small view of religion. This perspective sees the religion of the one, true, universal God as 
something that can be contained, listed, and defined (by man’s reasoning, of course). Package it up in a 
neat little system, and that is all there is to it! But Jesus portrays devotion to God in a grand sweep of 
ever-deeper love and submission. Jesus said to love God with all of your heart, soul, strength, and mind 
(Luke 10:27).  
 
How are you ever going to be through with that command? And that is just the first one! A lawyer tried to 
put limits on the obedience necessary to keep the command “Love your neighbor as yourself” by asking, 
“And who is my neighbor?” (i.e., Whom do I have to serve?).  
 
Jesus rejected placing such limitations on God’s Word. He taught in the parable of the good Samaritan the 
unending responsibility to be a neighbor to anyone in need (Luke 10:29-37). 
 
The people of Israel missed the point of being chosen by God. God had a great mission for them to fulfill, 
that of being God’s light and God’s priests to the world. But they came to see their being chosen to mean 
that they had it made. When you think you have arrived, what is there left to do in your religion but fight 
with your brethren and defend your position? Some Christians have the same misconception today. 
 
It can violate the commandments of God. It is not as though a few traditions are just icing on 
the cake. Traditions can actually cause a person to violate God’s commands. For example, Jesus showed 
how keeping the Pharisees’ tradition of giving to the temple treasury could cause one to violate God’s 
commandment to honor his mother and father (Matthew 15:3-6).  
 
It can be a power trip for leaders. “If you’re going to practice this religion, you’re going to 
do it my way—oh, and that is God’s way, of course,” a leader might say. What a way to have a group of 
people under your control! You allow little or no independent thought. You accept no challenge to your 
interpretation of Scripture. Any questions will be rebuked as displaying a “bad attitude” or reflecting 
“unsound” thinking. Only God knows how many egos are fed by groups that use spiritual intimidation 
and manipulation to force obedience to their system.  
 
It separates people from the grace of God. The basis of salvation in a ritual religion is no longer God’s 
grace and Jesus’ loving death on the cross. The basis of salvation becomes my ability to keep the standard 
set by the system. I will get stroked for doing what is considered acceptable and rebuked for doing what is 
condemned, so naturally I will try to do what is deemed acceptable. But it will be impossible for me to 
“earn” a sense of God’s acceptance and love, and I will always feel guilty. 
Help! Is there not any relief? With so much of this done in the name of Jesus, dare I look to Jesus  
Himself for any hope?  
 
How Does Jesus Free Us? 
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Yes! Jesus does offer us freedom from the burden of ritualism in religion. Such practices are not what 
God had in mind at all. Jesus has ushered in a spiritual revolution which can remove all of this clutter 
from our souls.  
 
Jesus tells us what is of central importance. The commandments to love God and to love others, cited 
earlier from Luke 10, were given by Jesus in Mark 10:29-31 as the greatest and foremost commandments 
in the law. God’s will for us is not like a ladder with each rung equally important, nor is it a list that must 
be met 100 per cent or else we are lost. God’s will is like a target. There are central matters, and then 
there are more peripheral matters based on what is central. We are not to take any part of God’s Word 
lightly. But if we aim for the bull’s eye of the target, we will more than likely hit something on it. This 
perspective also allows us to see the lesser specific commandments in a way that 
helps them make sense. For example, th injunction about “not forsaking our own assembling together” 
(Hebrews 10:25) is not a club to get people to “come to church.” It takes on greater meaning when we 
understand the “one another” nature of the church and the need to love God and love others. If we are 
wanting to love God and love others, then we will see His commandments not as burdensome but as 
helpful to that end.  
 
Jesus tells us what is of comparatively greater importance. Mark 7:1-5 describes the Pharisees 
getting upset because Jesus’ disciples did not wash their hands in the “traditionally approved” way before 
they ate. The Pharisee were extremely concerned about not even accidentally eating anything God had 
declared in the Old Testament to be “unclean” lest they become “defiled.” Jesus countered by saying, 
“There is nothing outside the man which going into him can defile him; but the things 
which proceed out of the man are what defile the man” (Mark 7:15). He went on to say, “From within, out 
of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, . . . All these evil things 
proceed from within and defile the man” (Mark 7:21-23).  
 
They were concerned with impure foods. Jesus showed the sinfulness of impure hearts and 
lives. If we will be more concerned about what comes out of our mouths than about what we 
must do to keep up proper appearances, we will be getting closer to what Jesus says is important. 
 
Jesus puts the emphasis on people instead of traditions. One of the Pharisees’ big concerns was “keeping 
the Sabbath.” They forbade anyone doing anything on the Sabbath that might be considered “work.” 
Since harvesting grain was seen as work, when Jesus’ hungry disciples plucked some heads of grain to eat 
while walking through a field, the Pharisees denounced what the disciples had done 
as “not lawful” (Mark 2:24). But Jesus used Scripture to show that “the Sabbath was made for man, and 
not man for the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27). Later, when a synagogue official objected to Jesus’ healing on the 
Sabbath a woman who had been bent double for eighteen years, Jesus said, “. . . You hypocrites, does not 
each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the stall, and lead him away to 
water him? . . . should she not have been released from this bond on the Sabbath day?” (Luke 13:10-16). 
 
Hurray! We knew that people were more important than traditions, did we not? Jesus’ words confirm 
what we thought was right. Certainly there is a place for rules and commandments. After all, God made 
us, and He knows best. We can trust, though, that whatever God commands will be best for us and will 
not enslave us to men’s rules which we have to keep in the name of greater holiness. 
 
Jesus is the real source of salvation. “A man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in 
Christ Jesus,” Paul said in Galatians 2:16. The Galatian letter counters some false teachers who were 
trying to compel the Christians in Galatia to follow the Old Testament law as well as the words of Jesus. 
“You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have 
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fallen from grace,” Paul warned (Galatians 5:4). Extra rules that are not in the Scriptures are not just a 
way to “be extra careful” or just “the way we do things.” They can lead to one’s falling from grace! 
 
Jesus eliminates our opinions as a source of possible conflict. You and I have likely had different 
backgrounds and experiences in our lives. You may have come from a family where even eating a meal 
together followed definite manners. You may be used to a highly structured religion. That may just “seem 
right” to you. On the other hand, I may have come from a family background with no religious training at 
all. I will likely have a different concept of what “ought to be” in terms of 
religion. When you and I become Christians, we each have definite, yet different, concepts of 
how church life ought to be carried out and what ought to be emphasized in terms of religion. If we are 
not careful, our different perceptions of what “ought to be” can become a source of conflict and even 
division between us. Even an informal examination of the various religious divisions that have occurred 
would show that “rules” made by men have been a source of much division. 
 
The religion of Jesus, however, minimizes manmade rules and “ought-to-be’s” for the sake of the greater 
unity in Christ. Paul dealt with the problem of manmade “ought-to-be’s” in Romans 14. Some Christians 
were insisting that only certain foods were acceptable to eat, and some observed certain days in a special 
way. Paul rebuked the divisions that were forming because of this: “Who are you to 
judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and stand he will, for the Lord is able 
to make him stand. . . . Do not destroy with your food him for whom Christ died. . . . The kingdom of God 
is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:4, 15, 17). 
 
Manmade rules can be a stumbling block to unity in Christ. Downplaying and eliminating manmade 
traditions and preconceptions will emphasize the greater oneness that Christians share in Christ and will 
lessen the possibility that men’s rules will rob a Christian of the joy available in Christ. 
 
However . . . 
In making this critique of religious traditions, there is the possibility of going too far, of “throwing the 
baby out with the bath water,” of discarding clear biblical commands along with men’s rules. It is not that 
rules and commands are wrong. The New Testament gives clear commands about the individual 
Christian life and about the functioning of the church. We can no more eliminate New Testament 
commands than we can eliminate New Testament “principles” such as love, salvation, and forgiveness. 
Jesus as Lord means nothing if it does not mean obedience, submission to His Word, and the obligation to 
follow as He commands.  
 
The goal is to find the proper balance of what is biblical, no more and no less, and follow it completely. 
Paul wrote, “For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity 
for the flesh, but through love serve one another” (Galatians 5:13). We might err one way or the other, 
impose a rule here and miss a commandment there. But if we are keeping the 
Scriptures as our sole and complete standard, as we develop the mind of Christ as it is revealed to us in 
Scripture (and not as we “think that Jesus would think”), we will find our lives more and more in line with 
God’s will. Our goal should be a love for God’s grace which will lead us to devoted obedience to 
Him and not to any man or rules of men.  
 
Conclusion  
Jesus’ harshest words were spoken against religious people. In Matthew 23, He condemned the scribes’ 
and the Pharisees’ practice of religion as hypocritical and far from God’s will. Read Matthew 23 and 
notice how contemporary the issues are. Jesus condemned the Pharisees’ inconsistent lives (v. 3); the 
burdensome rules they imposed on others (v. 4); their desire to be seen and admired by 
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others (vv. 5-7); their concerns about money (vv. 16-22); their wrong emphasis on minuscule obedience 
to the law while neglecting the weightier matters of justice, mercy, and faithfulness (v. 23; He said they 
should have done both but should have emphasized the latter); and their outward cleanliness but inward 
filth (vv. 25-28). The central issues in religion have not changed much in two thousand years.  
 
You do not have to be enslaved to men’s rules if they are not God’s rules. Be freed of that and find the 
liberating joy of Christ who breaks the chains of ritual religion. That is good news! 
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Jesus Is Good News Series 
#11 He Offers Us Resurrection 
 
The phone awakens you at an unusual hour . . . The doctor emerges from the emergency room . . . 
The policeman stands at your front door . . .  
 
At some point in your life you will receive news that you dread to hear. Finding out about the 
death of a loved one is in many ways the worst news a person can get. It is such a gripping experience 
that it becomes etched in your mind.  
 
In some cases, to be sure, the news of a loved one’s death can be something of a relief, especially 
when that person has been undergoing intense physical suffering. Certainly some situations may 
even be harder to take than the passing of someone you love. But the news of a death having occurred 
is most often sad and hurtful news. You know you will miss that person very much. You think 
about all that was left undone in that person’s life.  
 
In addition to coping with the death of others, we have to deal with the reality of our own mortality. 
At any stage in a person’s life, the certainty of one’s own death can be an ominous and oppressive 
burden. For this deepest of physical human hurts, Jesus has the answer. The answer for the bad news 
of death is the good news of resurrection.  
 
The Ultimate Answer for The Ultimate Problem 
Death is the universal consequence of sin having entered into the world through Adam. In Genesis 
2:19, God proclaimed to the first man and to everyone else, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  
 
All die physically as the consequence of sin having entered into the human race. When babies die, for 
instance, they do so not because they have sinned or because they have inherited a depraved 
state from Adam, but because they are human. However, spiritual death—separation from God—occurs 
when an accountable person rebels against God and His will and sets his life in opposition 
to God’s way. 
 
The promise of resurrection, on the other hand, is the result of Jesus’ having conquered death 
through His own resurrection. We read, “Now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 
those who are asleep. For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:20-22).  
 
God has undone in Jesus what man did in Adam. Resurrection is the ultimate answer for the ultimate physical 
problem that man faces on this earth.  
 
What do you think would be the best answer for the problem of death? Would it be that people just not die? If that 
were the case, how would it work? Would people always just get older and older, weaker and weaker? Or would 
they just stay at one particular stage in life: adolescence, middle age, or old age?  
 
No, the best answer for death is new life, resurrection, a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17). That is what Jesus has 
made available for us. The Bible says that after death comes resurrection. 
 
We must understand that resurrection also has an essential spiritual dimension. It is not just that everyone who lives 
will one day live again. The more complete good news is that those who live in Christ will one day live in 
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eternal bliss with Jesus. “An hour is coming,” said Jesus, “in which all who are in the tombs shall hear His voice, 
and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil 
deeds to a resurrection of judgment” (John 5:28, 29). 
 
Death is not final. Death does not close your appointment book. You have one more appointment to keep after you 
die. Because of Jesus’ resurrection, we can no longer live simply in view of our impending death. We must 
live in view of the resurrection.  
 
Any Evidence for Jesus’ Resurrection? 
Christianity makes the claim that Jesus rose from the dead, but many skeptics from the first century to the present 
have doubted that His resurrection happened. What evidence supports the notion that Jesus arose 
from the dead? 
 
Come with me to an imaginary first-century A.D. court of law. “Your honor, my client, the defendant, has 
been accused of stirring up the people of this country by circulating a lie, to the effect that one Jesus, called Christ, 
has been raised from the dead. I wish to call these people as witnesses for the defense: John and Peter, followers of 
Jesus who entered the empty tomb where the body of Jesus had once lain (John 20:6-8); Mary Magdalene who 
spoke with Jesus after He had arisen (John 20:14-18); and any other witnesses who saw Him and spoke with Him 
after He arose (Acts 1:1-3; 1 Corinthians 15:5- 8).” 
 
“That would be impressive,” interrupts the judge, “but I will ask the prosecution to speed this process along by 
simply producing the body of Jesus. Show us the remains of Jesus, and the verdict will be obvious.” “I’m sorry,  
your honor,” replies the prosecutor, “but we cannot do that, for the body of Jesus has never been found. The empty 
tomb has not been refuted.” 
 
“As further proof, your honor,” continues the defense, “I enter as evidence the existence of a large and growing 
group called the church that bases its existence on the resurrection. This group began when Sabbath-observing 
Jews started meeting on the first day of the week, the day that Jesus arose.” “Objection, your honor,” interjects the 
prosecutor. “The existence of a religion does not prove the truth of what it stands for. There are many groups, many 
religions in the world.” “It is true, your honor,” replies the defense, “that many religions have been founded on the 
basis of ideas. But this group has been founded on the basis of a fact: the tomb is 
empty.”  
 
“As presiding judge, I turn the verdict over to the jury of men’s hearts.” “Your honor,” says the jury, “we hear the 
evidence and we also hear the questions. We decide to give the weight of the decision to the evidence and not to the 
skepticism. On the basis of the evidence presented, we believe that Jesus has arisen!” 
 
The empty tomb, the appearances of Jesus to others after He had died, and the existence of the church are all 
evidence of the reality of the resurrection. True, some questions might remain in the minds of some. And the 
evidence we have is not the same as having a material object before you. But the evidence is sufficient for a person 
to decide to believe that the resurrection is true.  
 
The Meaning of the Resurrection 
Such an earth-shattering event as the resurrection of Jesus must have profound meaning for our lives. 
First, the resurrection means that death is no longer an enemy to be feared. The writer of Hebrews says that since 
we humans are mortal, flesh-and-blood beings, “He Himself [Jesus] likewise also partook of the same, that 
through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil; and might deliver 
those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives” (Hebrews 2:14, 15). 
 
Many fears can terrorize us in this life. We may fear being disliked or being late. We may fear being a failure or 
getting sick. But being motivated by fear is a form of slavery because we are not masters of our lives—our fears 
are. Our fears can dictate what we say, where we go, and what we attempt. The writer of Hebrews perceptively 
points out that no fear can grip us as firmly as can the fear of death.  
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When a person is enslaved to the fear of death, he is afraid to try and afraid to fail, afraid to move and afraid to stay. 
The fearful person says, “What shall I do? What can I do? One of these days I’m going to die!” 
 
What is the answer for death? As someone has pointed out, we cannot talk death to death. We cannot medicate it to 
death. We cannot avoid it. The only answer is to defeat it, to overcome death with resurrection. That is what Jesus 
has done. If death is the ultimate threat that Satan can hold over us, and if that threat has been eliminated, then 
Satan should be powerless to keep us enslaved to sin and enslaved to fear. Death is no longer an enemy 
to be feared. Jesus has conquered it once and for all by means of the resurrection.  
 
Second, the resurrection means that one day we, too, will be resurrected. One reason Paul wrote the letters to the 
Christians at Thessalonica was to teach them about the second coming of Christ. Some of those Christians 
had come to think that a person who had died would miss the Lord’s return. Paul wrote to them, “We do not want 
you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep [a common biblical term for death], that you may not 
grieve, as do the rest who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring 
with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 4:13, 14). 
 
The promise of our own resurrection is a natural consequence of death having been conquered by Jesus’ 
resurrection. The assurance we have is not only that death need not be fearsome to us any longer; we are also 
assured that we, too, may enjoy the resurrected state with Jesus. Jesus was willing to participate in our lives; now 
He is willing for His followers to participate in His blessings. Just as He became flesh and blood as we are, died as 
we die, and then arose, so we who are flesh and blood and who will die will also participate in 
the resurrection He experienced. As He has shared in our physical lives, we can one day share in His everlasting 
life. 
 
Third, the resurrection has profound meaning for our lives right now. Since the fear of death need not enslave us 
and we can participate in the resurrection ourselves, we can live differently every day. In 1 Corinthians 15, 
sometimes called the great resurrection chapter, Paul said, “If the dead are not raised, let us eat and drink, for 
tomorrow we die” (1 Corinthians 15:32). If we face no ultimate accountability, if we “only go around once” in this 
life and that is it, why should we not live as we please? Why risk missing something if, when we die, that will be it? 
Much of the Christian life makes little sense if a person lives it just for what it can do for him now. In many ways it 
did not do much for Paul from this viewpoint. He admitted, “If we have hoped in Christ in 
this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied” (1 Corinthians 15:19).  
 
The lives of Christians should also be a form of evidence of the resurrection. As we indicated earlier, the existence 
of the church is evidence of the resurrection of Christ. But what evidence is there in the lives of church members 
that Jesus has arisen? The world still believes that death is on the throne, that death 
is the all-conquering power. What do you believe is the all-conquering power? Is it the resurrection of Jesus? Is  our 
faith in the resurrection demonstrated by how you live?  
 
The Resurrection Demands A Response 
Suppose now we are seeing a play entitled “Rabbi Yeshua,” 14a moving piece about a kind and gentle Jewish 
teacher who has profound insights into God and life. He never compromises the truth. He has amazing compassion 
for those in trouble. He stands toe-to-toe with the leaders of the religious establishment.  
 
He is even able to accomplish miraculous deeds. But, like many great teachers and thinkers, he is misunderstood 
and feared by those with power. Through the plotting of the political leaders and with the help of one of Yeshua’s 
own misguided followers, this kind and God centered teacher is arrested, brutalized, and 
executed. 
 

                                                           
14 “Resurrection?,” Time, 7 May 1979, 93. 
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The curtain rings down, and the house lights go up. As you leave your seat, you are inspired by Yeshua’s 
commitment to God and the truth. You admire his love for people in the face of adversity. You resolve from having 
seen his story that you are going to try to be a better person. 
 
But wait. An announcer calls everyone back to their seats. The story is not over. The house lights dim once more, 
the curtain goes up, and you see that Rabbi Yeshua has arisen from the dead! This profoundly changes the 
meaning and impact of the story. This also deepens the authority of his words. Yeshua has claimed to be Lord of all 
and that all persons should follow him. To follow Rabbi Yeshua means that you have an entirely different 
definition of life itself. You do not just have the encouragement to be a better person. You have the challenge to 
become a new person, and you have the promise of His presence in that new life. 
 
The story of Rabbi Yeshua, of course, is the  story of Jesus. The resurrection demands a response. A 
few years ago I read a comment by a writer who scoffed at the idea of Jesus’ resurrection. He said, “If I believed in 
Jesus’ resurrection I would be baptized tomorrow.”1 He did not believe in the resurrection, but his words betrayedba 
truth: If the resurrection is true, it demands a response. That is exactly what happened on the Day of Pentecost as 
described in Acts 2. Jesus was proclaimed as having been raised from the dead, and the people 
who heard simply had to respond. Those who responded positively in faith became Christians.  
 
Conclusion 
You and I cannot ignore death. To be sure, it is not pleasant to consider; but we cannot ignore it. Some develop a 
cynical attitude. Others simply live in fear of it. Hardly anyone is comfortable with it.  
 
Perhaps there is a reason for this. C. S. Lewis has pointed out that animals neither resent their existence nor fear 
death. Could it be that our struggles with time, death, and this life mean that we are, in fact, eternal beings 
who really belong best in eternity?15

 
 

Paul notes, “Indeed while we are in this tent [i.e., one’s physical body], we groan, being burdened, because we do 
not want to be unclothed, but to be clothed, in order that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life” (2 
Corinthians 5:4).  
 
Since that is the case, Jesus has good news about where we belong after this life because He offers us resurrection. 
The resurrection of Jesus has been described either history’s most influential error or history’s most important fact. 
The good news is that Jesus has in fact risen from the dead and that He offers to every person resurrection and life 
everlasting in heaven. He promises to give that to everyone who gives his life to God. And that is good news! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                                           
15  Sheldon Vanauken, A Severe Mercy (San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1977), 93, 203. 
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Jesus Is Good News Series 
#12 He Frees Us From Having to Earn Salvation 
 
People spend a big part of their lives trying to qualify. On the job, an employee hopes that his performance qualifies 
him for a raise or promotion. In a dating relationship, the boy and the girl will each try hard to impress the other to 
“qualify” as someone special in that one’s eyes.  
 
A major hurdle in a university doctoral program is cleared when the student passes the qualifying exams. On the 
other hand, in certain situations trying to “qualify” is inappropriate.  
 
Take, for instance, a  child’s relationship with his or her parents. A child should feel unconditional love and 
acceptance from his parents. The child should not have to feel as though he must “qualify” for his parents’ love by 
his achievements. He should be able to receive their love simply by being their child 
 
The problem comes, however, when parents set unrealistically high standards and expectations for their child. They 
expect the child to behave perfectly, to achieve above all others both in the classroom and in  athletics, and to use 
adult reasoning in every situation. In that kind of situation, the child never feels as though he “qualifies” for the 
parents’ love and acceptance.  
 
At some point, the child may simply quit trying to win his parents‘ approval and just give up. If he is trying his 
hardest and never gets anywhere, why try at all? 
 
Must We “Qualify” With God? 
Which way is it with God? Do we have to qualify with Him, or is striving to earn His acceptance inappropriate? 
Many believe that we have to “qualify” in order to please God and have a relationship with Him. The idea is that, to 
be a Christian, you either have to be a “good person” (usually defined as “a nearly perfect person”) or you have to 
do all the “right things.”  
 
The other side of the coin is that, if you fail to qualify, you cannot please God. My wife has a recollection from her 
childhood of hearing a lesson based on the story of Moses’  disobedience when he struck a rock to make water 
come out of it instead of speaking to the rock as God had commanded. Because of his disobedience, Moses was not 
allowed to enter the promised land (Numbers 20:2-12). The application of this story was made to my wife in this 
way: “Moses was a good man, but he made one mistake and did not enter the promised land. So, you had better not 
make one mistake because you see what will happen to you if you do!” 
 
This use of that story fails to take into account that God still accepted Moses as His servant, that Moses apparently 
died in the grace of God (Deuteronomy 34:5, 6), that Satan had to argue with God’s angel about Moses’ body (Jude 
9), and that Moses appeared with Jesus with God’s endorsement at the Transfiguration 
(Mark 9:4). God meted out that particular discipline to Moses for that particular act, but that does not say anything 
about God’s punishment for “one mistake” that you or I might make. 
 
It is hard to try to keep up the pace of perfection in your relationship with God, just as it would be for a child who 
has a demanding parent. After a period of time, during which you have tried your hardest to do everything 
you believe the Lord commands of you, you may well give up. “If I’ve messed up once,” you might think, “I’m no 
better off than the prostitute or the drunk! So why try? I’ll never qualify with God anyway.” I wonder how many 
who have dropped out of the church have done so for this very reason.  
 
Something is not right with this perspective. Something here does not fit our lives the way they are. Something is 
wrong with the idea that God has given us a standard to follow which we cannot possibly meet. Something 
is wrong with the notion that we must go through life unsure about whether we are Christians and whether we will 
go to heaven when we die. One attempted fix is to suggest that if you pray for forgiveness right before 
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you die, you will be all right. No, something is not right with this approach to God.  
 
Jesus has good news for us. He frees us from the hopeless treadmill of earning salvation (which is impossible 
anyway) and saves us on the basis of faith (or trust) in His grace.  
 
Jesus saves us not on the basis of our goodness, but on the basis of His goodness, as God’s perfect Son who gave 
Himself as the sacrifice for our sins. That is good news. That means that we can be saved and know it. That means 
we can have hope. 
 
“Your Works Have Saved You”? 
When Jesus was on earth, dealing with people face to face and showing mankind what God is like, how many times 
did He tell someone, “You have earned salvation”? Never! He told the woman with the long-term 
hemorrhage (Mark 5:34), and He also told the sinful woman who anointed His feet (Luke 7:50) that their faith had 
saved them (or “made them whole”). The paralytic on the mat (Mark 2:5) and the thief on the cross (Luke 23:43) 
performed no act that merited forgiveness, but they each received forgiveness from Jesus. 
 
All of these incidents are pictures of faith, illustrations of what it means to come to Jesus in simple trust of who He 
is, regardless of the merit of one’s actions. Jesus has plenty to say about works. The judgment scene portrayed in 
Matthew 25:31-46 shows that one’s eternal destiny is determined by what one does. In Matthew 12:37, Jesus said, 
“By your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned.” 
 
What a person does, even in terms of his speech, has direct impact on his eternal status before God. But the main 
theme of Jesus’ teaching is that a person’s heart has to be right (Mark 7:20-23). From that correct center the correct 
actions will come. Correct actions that do not flow from a heart of trust mean nothing.  
 
Jesus shocked the religious leaders of His day by eating with tax-gatherers and with people whom the religious 
leaders termed “sinners” (Luke 5:30-32). “Why do you eat and drink with the tax-gatherers and sinners?” 
they asked Jesus’ disciples. Jesus told them, “Because they need Me.”  
 
He did not just associate with people who “qualified,” that is, people who justified themselves in their own eyes. He 
did not operate from the perspective that there are good people and there are bad people and that is the way it is. He 
came to call “bad” people to a new life, a life in which “goodness” would be given to them by God on the basis of 
their faith in Christ. The very reason Jesus associated with “sinners” was that they did not “qualify” on the basis of 
their works, and they knew it. Jesus wanted to bring about a deeper goodness within the person, on the basis of faith 
in Him.  
 
Is There Salvation Apart FromWorks of Law? 
What is this “faith” or “trust” on which salvation depends? Paul, who did more “works” for the Lord than perhaps 
anyone else but who also called himself the foremost sinner (1 Timothy 1:15), provides an insight 
into this basis of our salvation in Romans 3.  
 
In Romans 3:19-28, there appear to be two similar but distinct ideas about “law” at work. Paul makes reference to 
(1) “the Law,” meaning the law of Moses, and also to (2) “law” (no “the”), referring to the general idea of works 
and law-keeping. Paul says in Romans 3:9 that “both Jews and Greeks [i. e., all people] are all under sin.”  
 
The law (of Moses) speaks to this, he says, and he quotes several Old Testament passages to prove his point. Then 
in verse 20 he says, “By the works of the Law [the general principle of doing works of merit] no flesh will be 
justified in [God’s] sight; for through the Law [general principle] comes the knowledge of sin. But now,” he goes 
on to say in verses 21 and 22, “apart from the Law [that general principle of works] the righteousness of God has 
been manifested, being witnessed by the Law [of Moses] and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe.” (Emphasis mine.) In verse 28 he concludes, “We maintain that a 
man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law [works of merit to gain favor],” since “by the works of the 
Law no flesh will be justified” (v. 20). 
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Paul is saying this: Law-keeping, the good works that we might do, will not save us. Works religion does not earn 
salvation. You will never qualify for salvation by trying to earn it through your own works. Something 
else, something different, is needed. That “something else” was provided by God, who offers salvation on the basis 
of faith or trust in Christ. Salvation by faith is not the same kind of approach to God that trying to be saved by 
“law” is. It is “witnessed to” by the Old Testament law, but it is a different, and superior, approach to God.  
 
This faith is an absolute dependence on Jesus’ death on the cross as your salvation. You do not “earn” or merit 
anything. You trust that Jesus has accomplished salvation for you by His merit. This contrast between the works we 
do and the faith by which we approach God is vividly portrayed in Paul’s description of himself in Romans 7. He 
says, “The good that I wish, I do not do; but I practice the very evil that I do not wish” (v. 19). He wants to do right, 
but sin in him does wrong. “Wretched man that I am!” he cries (v. 24). “Who will set me free from the body of this 
death?” The answer? “Thanks be to God through Jesus  Christ our Lord!” (v. 25).  
 
Paul’s works did not stack up high enough to reach salvation, and they never would. He knew he could not earn 
God’s acceptance by his actions because his actions were so often wrong. Rather than living a life of always trying 
to “qualify” and always failing, Paul says, “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death” 
(Romans 8:1, 2). The “law of sin and of death” says that if you sin, you die. However, the “law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus” says that if you are in Christ, you will live because of the presence of faith in your life. 
 
“But I’m Not Good Enough To Be A Christian” 
How many times have you heard the statement “But I’m not good enough to be a Christian”? Have you said it 
yourself? An idea many hold is that a person has to be good enough to become a Christian. This person believes 
that only when he quits a particular sin or brings his general level of morality to a higher plane will he be able to 
approach God and qualify to be a Christian. 
 
This idea may reflect the works/salvation misunderstanding we have been talking about. Actually, however, that 
standard line may be little more than a cop-out, unconscious though it may be. The problem is not that you are not 
good enough to be a Christian.  
 
The problem is that you do not admit that you are bad enough to need to become a Christian. The statement is not 
always made out of a heart seeking to change and to come closer to God. The statement sometimes is made as an 
excuse for why that person is making no movement or change at all.  
 
He says, “I’m not good enough to be a Christian—but I’m doing pretty well, and a lot better than some who call 
themselves Christians,” or “I’m not good enough to become a Christian. There’s nothing I can do about it because 
God has set too high a standard for me to meet.” This person plods through life in this sort-of good, sort-of bad 
never-never land, never making a commitment to anyone beyond himself and never looking for God’s real 
definition of “qualifying.” What would Jesus say to the person who laments, “I’m not good enough. . . .”? He 
would say, “You’re the very person I came for! If you will admit your sinfulness, I can work in 
your life. I didn’t come for people who think they are good enough. There’s not much I can do for them.” No one is 
“good enough” to be a Christian. The question is, What are you going to do about it?  
 
What About This Matter Of Baptism? 
A person is saved on the basis of his absolute trust in Jesus to save him. Nothing he can do earns salvation from 
God. But what is included in this biblical idea of “trust”? What does it encompass?  
 
We must realize that salvation is conditional. Salvation is based on grace, but it is conditional.  
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As K. C. Moser pointed out, if salvation were unconditional, “it would be possessed by those who do not want it 
and who are wholly unfit for it.” 16A person could be saved without even knowing it. John 3:16, the golden text of 
the Bible, says that salvation is conditional. Not everyone will have eternal life, it says, but only those who believe 
in Jesus.  
 
If salvation is conditional, what are the conditions? Surely a person must believe the gospel to be true. In addition, a 
person must confess that Jesus is Lord (Romans 10:9). The person must repent of his or her sins (Acts 2:38; 3:19). 
The person must be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ to have his sins forgiven (Acts 2:38). All of these 
conditions are biblical and are elements of faith. They are merely acts of faith and depend upon faith in Jesus.  
 
As an illustration, consider the woman with the issue of blood who was healed by touching Jesus (Mark 5:25-34). 
What saved her? Her faith. Jesus said so. But what did she do? She acted; she reached out and touched Jesus’ 
garment. Did the act save her, or did her faith save her? She believed before she acted, but it was only when she 
acted in faith that she was made whole. She did what she had to do to find wholeness, but the basis for her action 
was faith. She performed an act of faith and found relief. Her faith and her act were inseparably bound. Mere 
intellectual assent is not usually what the Bible is talking about when it speaks of “faith.”  
 
Usually “faith” can also be translated “trust”: trusting Jesus so much that you act on the basis of what you have 
come to see as the truth. Without an act of faith, intellectual assent is empty. The main actor in baptism is not the 
person who is responding to the gospel.  
 
The main actor is God who raises the person to newness of life, washes away the person’s sins, and gives the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. Baptism is not a “work” that earns salvation. Baptism is a response, an act of faith, in which God 
“works” to bring salvation to a person’s life. 
 
Why can we not be saved as the thief on the cross was, by a simple appeal to Jesus?  

1. First, Jesus was there in person and had the authority on earth to forgive sins (Mark 2:10).  
2. Second, the new covenant had not begun because Jesus had not died.  
3. Third, Jesus’ great commission to the apostles (Matthew 28:19, 20; Mark 16:15, 16), the pattern of 

conversions in Acts (e.g., Acts 8:26-40), and several references to salvation in the letters (such as Galatians 
3:27) all include baptism. Even Romans, which has much to say about faith, discusses the essential role of 
baptism (Romans 6:3-11). No one in the New Testament ever says a “sinner’s prayer” and is saved.  

 
In the New Testament, those who come to accept the message of Jesus are baptized in His name. Understanding the 
essentiality of baptism does not mean that you must abandon belief in salvation by faith. You cannot separate faith 
and obedience. It is wrong to emphasize either to the neglect of the other. Faith must be defined biblically, and acts 
of faith have their proper place within that definition. 
 
Conclusion 
When Peter denied knowing the Lord three times on the night Jesus was arrested, Peter “went out and wept 
bitterly” (Matthew 26:75). After all his boasting and even after striking out with his sword in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, Peter was left with his life and his works in a shambles. Even though he was an apostle, his boasting 
and his works would not save him. He had failed. If he was ever to be right with the Lord, it would have to be by 
grace. 
 
If you and I have a chance at salvation, it will only be by the grace of God. Our works will not do it. They are 
nothing more than a pile of rubbish. The only way that we will “qualify” in God’s eyes is to trust in Jesus’ 
death on the cross so much that we will obey Him and trust His goodness instead of our own. 
 

                                                           
16 K .C. Moser, The Way of Salvation (Nashville, Tenn.: Gospel Advocate, 1932; reprint, Delight, Ark.: Gospel Light, n.d.), 30. 
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In addition, the grace of God is the best motivation for a Christian to do good works after he is converted. What 
will keep a Christian truly alive in Christ and willingly serving the Lord is not abject terror of God or threats 
given by other Christians, but the response of thankfulness to God’s gift of grace. Obedience comes when we 
realize Jesus is Lord and has authority over our lives. Heartfelt service comes when we realize that He is a loving 
Lord who died for us. That He is Lord should break our will. That He died on the cross for us should break our 
hearts. We cannot qualify for salvation on the basis of our works. Jesus does qualify before God and offers 
salvation to us when we trust Him as Lord and Savior. And that is good news! 


