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Studies in the Life of Joshua 

#1: Introduction and Background  
The story of God’s faithfulness and how, by faith in God’s promises, God’s people  

can overcome and experience His life-changing deliverance 

  
We’re going to begin a journey today through the book of Joshua. It’s a thrilling book, a book of victory! 

  

We’ll cross swollen rivers; we’ll see large, massive walls come tumbling down; we’ll see giants and enemies of the Lord 

routed and put to flight. We’ll see cities conquered and the land finally become a part of God’s inheritance to His people! 

  

Joshua is not record of the dry, dusty past of simply what God has done and said. 

  

The possession God wants us to possess is victory. He doesn’t want us to live as a victim but as a victor!  

 

Why would people find themselves as victims rather 

than victors? Because they haven’t claimed the 

promises or the victory God has already given to 

them! 

  

It’s not that God has failed them; it’s that they will 

not claim what God has already given them. 

  

The Bible admits the possibility of failure, but the 

Bible never admits the necessity of failure. 

  

A minister takes a risk beginning a study about war 

at a time in history when war in general, and 

“religious wars” in particular, are detested, and when 

some religious groups would be happy if we removed 

the “militant” songs from the church hymnal. 

  

But I’ll take that risk, because I think the church needs the message of the Book of Joshua more than ever before. We’re 

living in a day of reproach and defeat; we’re tempted to ‘hold back’ and it would cause us to look more like a bunch of 

prisoners of war. 

  

Whether we like it or not, God’s people are expected to be soldiers. At least Paul thought so:  

(2 Timothy 2:3-4 NIV)  Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. {4} No one serving as a soldier gets 

involved in civilian affairs--he wants to please his commanding officer. 

  

The Book of Joshua tells us how to be victorious soldiers and how to claim our rich spiritual inheritance in Jesus Christ. It 

tells us how to be strong and courageous as we face our enemies and march forward to claim new territory for the Lord. 

  

“There never was a good war, or a bad peace,” Benjamin Franklin wrote in 1783; but it’s possible that the wise old patriot 

was wrong. After all, God called Joshua to be a general and to lead the army of Israel in holy conquest. But there were 

bigger issues involved in that conquest than the invasion and possession of a land—issues that touch our lives and our 

faith today. 

  

That’s why we’re embarking on this study. The Book of Joshua is the book of new beginnings for the people of God, and 

many believers today need a new beginning. After forty years of wandering in the wilderness, Israel claimed their 

inheritance and enjoyed the blessings of the land that God had prepared for them, “as the days of heaven upon the earth” 

(Deut. 11:21).  
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That’s the kind of life God wants us to experience today. Jesus Christ, our Joshua, wants to lead us in conquest now and 

share with us all the treasures of His wonderful inheritance. He has “blessed us with all spiritual blessings” (Eph. 1:3), 

but too often we live like defeated paupers. 

  

For centuries, the descendants of Abraham had anticipated possessing the land God had promised to the Patriarch in the 

Abrahamic Covenant, and then reiterated to Isaac and Jacob. Joshua is the compelling history of the fulfillment of that 

promise. It is the story of God’s faithfulness and how, by faith in God’s promises, God’s people can overcome and 

experience His life-changing deliverance. The message of Joshua can encourage and have a wonderful impact on one’s 

life. For that to occur, however, we need to be serious in our study of Scripture.  

  

Overview 

The book of Joshua describes the conquest and possession of the land of Canaan and may be divided into three simple 

divisions: (1) invasion or entrance, (2) conquest, and (3) possession or division of the land. This is the land God had 

promised Israel through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Here God fulfilled that promise, though not exhaustively since there 

still remains a rest for the people of God (Heb. 4).  

  

Joshua describes the military triumph of God’s people through faith and obedience. However, unlike most military 

histories, in the book of Joshua the focus is on the commander’s Commander, the Captain of the Lord’s host (5:15). 

Repeatedly, as Joshua’s name illustrates (Yahweh saves), the book demonstrates that Israel’s victories were due to God’s 

power and intervention.  

  

Key Historical Perspective 

In Genesis, Israel was born as a nation in the call and promises of God to Abraham (Election of the nation).  

In Exodus, the nation was delivered out of bondage in Egypt, crossed the Red Sea, and was given God’s Holy Law 

(Redemption of the nation).  

In Leviticus, the nation was taught how to worship in view of God’s holiness (Sanctification of the nation).  

In Numbers, they were tested and numbered as a nation (Direction and Wandering of the nation).  

In Deuteronomy, the law was reviewed and reiterated and closed with the assurance that Israel would possess the land 

(Instruction of the nation).  

In Joshua, the nation crossed over Jordan and took possession of the land (Possession by the nation).  

  

If Moses is the symbol of deliverance, then Joshua is the symbol of victory. Joshua teaches us that faith “is the victory 

that overcomes the world” (1 John 5:4). 

  

Key Verse  

(Joshua 1:3 NIV)  I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 

  

Joshua 1:3 compares to Ephesians 1:3 in the New Testament, “… blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places in Christ.” Literally, “in the heavenlies”; i.e., in the realm of heavenly possessions and experiences into which the 

Christian is brought because of his association with the risen Christ.[1] 

  

Key Concept  

The key concept of the book of Joshua is possession through conflict by the power of Yahweh, the Captain of the Lord’s 

host. In this regard, it is also like Ephesians, for though we are blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ, we must 

realistically face the fact of our enemies (Eph. 6:12) and strengthen ourselves by putting on the full armor of God (Eph. 

6:10-11, 13-18).  

  

(Ephesians 6:10-18 NIV)  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. {11} Put on the full armor of God so 

that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. {12} For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 

the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly realms. {13} Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to 

stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. {14} Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled 

around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, {15} and with your feet fitted with the readiness that 

comes from the gospel of peace. {16} In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all 

Sermon%20Series/My%20Web%20Sites/Mentor/SermonsE-L/JoshuaIntro.htm#_ftn1#_ftn1
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the flaming arrows of the evil one. {17} Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

{18} And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always 

keep on praying for all the saints. 

  

It is important to realize that Israel’s ownership of the land was unconditional under the covenant with Abraham, but 

possession of the land was conditional upon faith and obedience. And so today, conflict and conquest by faith go with 

laying hold of that which we have positionally in Christ; the experience of our blessings in Christ comes through faith in 

the midst of conflict. 

  

The Theme and Purpose of the Book 

As mentioned, Joshua is the history of Israel’s conquest of the land of Canaan in fulfillment of God’s promises for the 

people of Israel. After 400-plus years of slavery in Egypt and 40 years in the desert, the Israelites finally are able to enter 

the Promised Land.  

  

Abraham, a sojourner and alien all his life, never possessed the country to which he was sent. The only piece of ground he 

owned he purchased himself as a burial plot for Sarah and his family, the cave and field of Machpelah (Gen. 23).  

  

However, Abraham did leave both his physical and spiritual 

descendants the legacy of God’s covenant promises that would make 

them the eventual heirs of all of Canaan and the spiritual blessings we 

have in Christ including a heavenly city (see Gen. 15:13,16,18; 17:8; 

Rom. 4:12-14; Heb. 11:11; 4:1-11). In the book of Joshua that long 

anticipated promise became a reality. 

  

Primary Purpose  

The primary purpose of the book of Joshua is to show God’s faithfulness 

to His promises; that He had done for Israel exactly what He had promised (cf. Gen. 15:18 with Josh. 1:2-6 and 21:43-45).  

  

(Genesis 15:18 NIV)  On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, "To your descendants I give this land, 

from the river of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates-- 

  

(Joshua 1:2-6 NIV)  "Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into 

the land I am about to give to them--to the Israelites. {3} I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised 

Moses. {4} Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates--all the Hittite 

country--to the Great Sea on the west. {5} No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with 

Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. {6} "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead 

these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. 

  

(Joshua 21:43-45 NIV)  So the LORD gave Israel all the land he had sworn to give their forefathers, and they took 

possession of it and settled there. {44} The LORD gave them rest on every side, just as he had sworn to their forefathers. Not 

one of their enemies withstood them; the LORD handed all their enemies over to them. {45} Not one of all the Lord's good 

promises to the house of Israel failed; every one was fulfilled. 

  

The events recorded in Joshua are selective to set forth God’s special intervention on behalf of His people against all kinds of 

tremendous odds. The fulfillment of God’s promises, as is so evident in the birth of Isaac to Abraham and Sarah and in 

possessing the land with its fortified cities, is the work of God and that which man cannot do no matter how hard he tries. 

  

The book of Joshua is not intended merely as a continuation of the history of Israel from the death of Moses to the death 

of Joshua, still less as a description of the acts of Joshua only. The purpose of the book is: 

1. to show how, after the death of Moses, the faithful covenant God fulfilled to the children of Israel, whom He had 

adopted as His people of possession through the mediation of His servant, the promise which He had made to the 

patriarchs;  

Primary Purpose  

The primary purpose of the book of 

Joshua is to show God’s faithfulness to 

His promises; that He had done for Israel 

exactly what He had promised (cf. Gen. 

15:18 with Josh. 1:2-6 and 21:43-45).  



 6 

2. how the Canaanites were destroyed, and their land given to the tribes of Israel for an hereditary possession 

through the medium of Joshua, the servant of Moses, whom he had consecrated as leader of the people through 

the laying on of hands and by putting some of his honour upon him.  

  

As the servant of Moses treading in his footsteps, Joshua finished the work which Moses was not allowed to bring to a 

conclusion on account of his sin at the water of strife, viz., the planting and establishment of Israel in Canaan, the land of 

its inheritance, which the Lord had selected for His dwelling (Ex 15:17) and chosen as the nursery ground of His 

kingdom.  

  

As Joshua simply carried on in this respect, and brought to completion, the work which Moses had begun, arranged, and 

set on foot, the book of Joshua is naturally connected very closely with the books of Moses, though without forming an 

integral part, or the last portion of it, and without being written by Joshua himself. 

  

Secondary Purpose 

The secondary purpose is to show that just as God had taken them out of Egypt by faith in the power of God, so He would 

take them in to possess the land through faith in the power of God. It emphatically declares the truth that though justified by 

faith, as was Abraham, or delivered out of bondage, as was Israel from Egypt, victory over those enemies of life that stand 

opposed to our walk with God must come through faith in the power of God as well (Josh 1:5-7; 3:7, also cf. Heb. 4:1-3).  

  

Joshua, then, stands in contrast to Numbers where we see Israel’s failure through unbelief and wandering in the wilderness 

even though they were the redeemed people of God. 

  

The Name and Author of the Book 

Unlike the first five books of the Old Testament, this book takes its name from the chief human personality of the book, 

Joshua, the son of Nun, Moses’ servant. While Joshua is not explicitly identified as the author, the general substance of 

the book indicates that the author was an eyewitness of most of the events, which are described with great vividness and 

minuteness of detail, and occasionally in the first person (‘we’ and ‘us’; e.g., 5:1, 6).  

  

Other factors support Joshua as the author:  

(1) Jewish tradition as the Talmud (Baba Bathra 14b) names Joshua as the author of the Book;  

(2) it seems evident the book was written shortly after the events happened (cf. 6:25);  

(3) the unity of style also suggests one author wrote the bulk of the work though some portions obviously had to have 

been written by others like Eleazar the priest or Phinehas, his son (note the first person “he” referring to Joshua in 15:13-

17 and see also 24:29-31);  

(4) finally, it is specifically stated in 8:32 and 24:26 that Joshua did some writing. The evidence, then, supports Joshua as 

the author of the book. 

  

But unlike the first five books of Moses, why does this book take its name from the author?  

First, because as the successor of the great law giver and leader, Moses, Joshua might be easily forgotten and the Lord 

does not want us to forget this man and his ministry as a faithful leader and servant of the Lord.  

  

In addition, Joshua also stands as a special type of Christ. This is seen in his name [2] and in the work he accomplished in 

bringing the people into the land, a picture of our ‘Sabbath rest’ in Christ (Heb. 4).  

 

This is the man who challenged the people at the end of the book with, “Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in 

sincerity and truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 

15 And if it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the 

gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; 

but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:14-15). 

  

A second reason for calling this book Joshua, is found in the meaning of Joshua’s name. Joshua’s original name was 

Hoshea (Num. 13:8; Deut. 32:44) which means literally “salvation.” But during the wilderness wanderings Moses 

changed his name to Yehoshua, meaning “Yahweh is salvation” or “save, Yahweh” (Num. 13:16).  

  

Sermon%20Series/My%20Web%20Sites/Mentor/SermonsE-L/JoshuaIntro.htm#_ftn2#_ftn2
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Joshua is a contracted form of Yehoshua. This amounted to a prophetic anticipation and reminder to Joshua, to the spies, 

and the people that victory over the enemies and possession of the land would be by the power of Yahweh rather than by 

human skill or wisdom or power.  

  

This book is given the name Joshua because, though Joshua was one of the world’s greatest military strategist of history, 

his wisdom and military achievements came from Yahweh who alone is our salvation. It was Yahweh Himself who 

brought about victory for Israel and vanquished Israel’s enemies giving them possession of the land.  

  

Significantly, the Greek form of this name is ‘Jesus,’ the name Mary was instructed to give to her son because it was He 

who would save His people from their sins (Matt. 1:21). 

  

A look at Joshua, the man of God 

1. THE NEW LEADER 
From Exodus 3 to Deuteronomy 34, the Bible focuses attention on the ministry of Moses, God’s chosen servant to lead 

the nation of Israel. But Moses died; and though he would not be forgotten (he’s named over fifty times in the Book of 

Joshua), a new “servant of the Lord” (Josh. 24:29) would take his place. “God buries His workers, but His work goes on.” 

We shall note later that this change in leadership carries with it a tremendous spiritual lesson for believers who want to 

experience God’s best in their lives. 

  

Joshua the slave. 
God spent many years preparing Joshua for his calling. He was born into slavery in Egypt and was given the name Hoshea 

(Num. 13:8), which means “salvation.” Moses later changed it to Joshua (v. 16, NIV), “Jehovah is salvation,” which is the 

Hebrew form of “Jesus” (Matt. 1:21; see Acts 7:45 and Heb. 4:8).  

  

When his parents gave the baby the name “salvation,” they were bearing witness to their faith in God’s promise of 

redemption for His people (Gen. 15:12-16; 50:24-26). Joshua belonged to the tribe of Ephraim and was the firstborn son 

of Nun (1 Chron. 7:20-27). This meant that his life was in danger the night of Passover, but he had faith in the Lord and 

was protected by the blood of the lamb (Ex. 11-12). 

  

While in Egypt, Joshua saw all the signs and wonders that God performed (Ex. 7-12); and he knew that Jehovah was a 

God of power who would care for His people. The Lord had humiliated the gods of Egypt and demonstrated that He alone 

was the true God (Ex. 12:12; Num. 33:4). Joshua saw the Lord open the Red Sea and then close the waters and drown the 

pursuing Egyptian army (Ex. 14-15). Joshua was a man of faith who knew the Lord and trusted Him to do wonders for 

His people. 

  

Joshua the soldier. 
The first official recorded act of Joshua in Scripture is his defeat of the Amalekites when they attacked Israel about two 

months after Israel’s exodus from Egypt (17:8-16). Moses was a prophet and legislator, but Joshua was a general with 

exceptional military skills. He was also a man of great courage, who wasn’t afraid to confront the enemy and trust the 

Lord for victory. 

  

According to Exodus 17:14, the writer suggests that God had chosen Joshua for a special work in the future. Unknown to 

Joshua, the battle with Amalek was a testing time when God was examining his faith and courage. Joshua’s conflict with 

Amalek was the preparation for many battles he would fight in the Promised Land. 

  
“Make every occasion a great occasion, for you can never tell when someone may be taking your measure for a larger 

place” (Marsden). 

  

Joshua the servant. 
In Exodus 24:13, Joshua is called Moses’ servant (“minister”), which indicates that Joshua was now an official assistant to 

the leader of Israel. He accompanied Moses to the mount and went with him when he judged the people for making the 

golden calf (32:17). It wasn’t enough that Joshua be a good warrior; he also had to know the God of Israel and the holy 

laws God gave His people to obey. We shall discover that the secret of Joshua’s victories was not his skill with the sword 

but his submission to the Word of God (Josh. 1:8) and to the God of the Word (5:13-15). 
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During Israel’s wilderness journey, Moses had a special tent set up outside the camp where he could meet with God (Ex. 

33:7-11). It was Joshua’s responsibility to stay at the tent and guard it. Not only was Joshua a warrior, but he was also a 

worshiper and knew how to live in the presence of God. 

  

Joshua was jealous not only for the glory of God but also for the honor and authority of Moses. This is a good 

characteristic for a servant to have, and it showed up when God sent His Spirit upon the seventy elders Moses had chosen 

to assist him in his work (Num. 11:16-30). When the Spirit came upon Eldad and Medad in the camp, two men who had 

not assembled with the other elders at the tabernacle, Joshua protested and asked Moses to stop them from prophesying.  

  

The breadth of Moses’ spirit must have moved Joshua as Moses claimed no special privileges for himself. It’s worth 

noting that when the inheritance was allotted after the conquest of the Promised Land, Joshua took his share last (Josh. 

19:49-51). 

  

Joshua the spy. 
When Israel arrived at Kadesh Barnea, on the border of the Promised Land, God commanded Moses to appoint twelve 

men to spy out the land of Canaan—Joshua among them (Num. 13). After forty days of investigating the land, the spies 

returned to Moses and reported that the land was indeed a good one.  

  

But ten of the spies discouraged the people by saying that Israel wasn’t strong enough to overcome the enemy, while two 

of the spies—Caleb and Joshua—encouraged the people to trust God and move into the land. Sadly the people listened to 

the faithless ten spies. It was this act of unbelief and rebellion that delayed the conquest of the land for forty years. 

  

This crisis revealed some fine leadership qualities in Joshua. He was not blind to the realities of the situation, but he didn’t 

allow the problems and difficulties to rob him of his faith in God. The ten spies looked at God through the difficulties, 

while Joshua and Caleb looked at the difficulties through what they knew about God. Their God was big enough for the 

battles that lay ahead! 

  

Knowing he was right, Joshua wasn’t afraid to stand up against the majority. He, Moses, and Caleb stood alone and risked 

their lives in so doing; but God stood with them. It has well been said that “one with God is a majority.” It would take that 

kind of courage for Joshua to lead Israel into their land so they could defeat their enemies and claim their inheritance. 

  

Think of the years of blessing in the Promised Land that Joshua forfeited because the people had no faith in God! But 

Joshua patiently stayed with Moses and did his job, knowing that one day he and Caleb would get their promised 

inheritance (Num. 14:1-9).  

  

Leaders must know not only how to win victories but also how to accept defeats. Some have shared a suspicion that 

Joshua and Caleb met each other regularly and encouraged each other as the time of their inheritance drew near. Day after 

day, for forty years, they saw the older generation die off, but each day brought them closer to Canaan.  

  

Joshua the successor. 
Throughout that wilderness journey, God was preparing Joshua for his ministry as successor to Moses. When Israel 

defeated Og, king of Bashan, Moses used that victory to encourage Joshua not to be afraid of his enemies (Deut. 3:21-28; 

Num. 21:33-35).  

  

(Numbers 21:33-35 NIV)  Then they turned and went up along the road toward Bashan, and Og king of Bashan and his 

whole army marched out to meet them in battle at Edrei. {34} The LORD said to Moses, "Do not be afraid of him, for I 

have handed him over to you, with his whole army and his land. Do to him what you did to Sihon king of the Amorites, 

who reigned in Heshbon." {35} So they struck him down, together with his sons and his whole army, leaving them no 

survivors. And they took possession of his land. 

  

(Deuteronomy 3:21-28 NIV)  At that time I commanded Joshua: "You have seen with your own eyes all that the LORD 

your God has done to these two kings. The LORD will do the same to all the kingdoms over there where you are going. 

{22} Do not be afraid of them; the LORD your God himself will fight for you." {23} At that time I pleaded with the LORD: 
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{24} "O Sovereign LORD, you have begun to show to your servant your greatness and your strong hand. For what god is 

there in heaven or on earth who can do the deeds and mighty works you do? {25} Let me go over and see the good land 

beyond the Jordan--that fine hill country and Lebanon." {26} But because of you the LORD was angry with me and would 

not listen to me. "That is enough," the LORD said. "Do not speak to me anymore about this matter. {27} Go up to the top 

of Pisgah and look west and north and south and east. Look at the land with your own eyes, since you are not going to 

cross this Jordan. {28} But commission Joshua, and encourage and strengthen him, for he will lead this people across 

and will cause them to inherit the land that you will see." 

  

When Moses was preparing to die, he asked God to give the people a leader; and God appointed Joshua (27:12-23; Deut. 

3:23-29).  

  

(Numbers 27:12-23 NIV)  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go up this mountain in the Abarim range and see the land I 

have given the Israelites. {13} After you have seen it, you too will be gathered to your people, as your brother Aaron was, 

{14} for when the community rebelled at the waters in the Desert of Zin, both of you disobeyed my command to honor me 

as holy before their eyes." (These were the waters of Meribah Kadesh, in the Desert of Zin.) {15} Moses said to the 

LORD, {16} "May the LORD, the God of the spirits of all mankind, appoint a man over this community {17} to go out and 

come in before them, one who will lead them out and bring them in, so the Lord's people will not be like sheep without a 

shepherd." {18} So the LORD said to Moses, "Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay your hand on 

him. {19} Have him stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire assembly and commission him in their presence. {20} 

Give him some of your authority so the whole Israelite community will obey him. {21} He is to stand before Eleazar the 

priest, who will obtain decisions for him by inquiring of the Urim before the LORD. At his command he and the entire 

community of the Israelites will go out, and at his command they will come in." {22} Moses did as the LORD commanded 

him. He took Joshua and had him stand before Eleazar the priest and the whole assembly. {23} Then he laid his hands on 

him and commissioned him, as the LORD instructed through Moses. 

  

(Deuteronomy 3:23-29 NIV)  At that time I pleaded with the LORD: {24} "O Sovereign LORD, you have begun to show to 

your servant your greatness and your strong hand. For what god is there in heaven or on earth who can do the deeds and 

mighty works you do? {25} Let me go over and see the good land beyond the Jordan--that fine hill country and Lebanon." 

{26} But because of you the LORD was angry with me and would not listen to me. "That is enough," the LORD said. "Do 

not speak to me anymore about this matter. {27} Go up to the top of Pisgah and look west and north and south and east. 

Look at the land with your own eyes, since you are not going to cross this Jordan. {28} But commission Joshua, and 

encourage and strengthen him, for he will lead this people across and will cause them to inherit the land that you will 

see." {29} So we stayed in the valley near Beth Peor. 

  

In his final message to Israel, Moses told the people that God would use Joshua to defeat their enemies and help them 

claim their promised inheritance; and he also encouraged Joshua to trust God and not be afraid (31:1-8). Moses laid hands 

on Joshua and God imparted to Joshua the spiritual power he needed for his task (34:9). 

  

Like Moses, Joshua was human and made his share of mistakes; but he was still God’s chosen and anointed leader, and 

the people knew this. This is why they said to Joshua, “Just as we heeded Moses in all things, so we will heed you” (Josh. 

1:17, NKJV).  

  

God’s people in the church today need to acknowledge God’s leaders and give them the respect that they deserve as the 

servants of God (1 Thes. 5:12-13). 

The secret of Joshua’s success was his faith in the Word of God (Josh. 1:7-9), its commandments and its promises. God’s 

Word to Joshua was “Be strong!” (vv. 6-7, 9, 18; and see Deut. 31:6-7, 23); and this is His Word to His people today. 

  

2. The Place of Canaan in the Message of Joshua 

The word “land” is found eighty-seven times in the Book of Joshua because this book is the record of Israel’s entering, 

conquering, and claiming the Promised Land. God promised to give the land to Abraham (Gen. 12:1-7; 13:15-17; 15:7, 

18; 17:8; 24:7), and He reaffirmed the promise to Isaac (26:1-5), Jacob (28:4, 13, 15; 35:12), and their descendants 

(50:24).  
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The Exodus narrative gives many reaffirmations of the promise (3:8, 17; 6:4, 8; 12:25; 13:5, 11; 16:35; 23:20-33; 33:1-3; 

34:10-16), and these are repeated in Leviticus (14:34; 18:3; 19:23; 20:22-24; 23:10; 25:2, 38) and Numbers (11:12; 15:2, 

18; 16:13-14; 20:12, 24; 27:12; 33:53; 34:2, 12). (See also 1 Chron. 16:14-18.) 

  

In Moses’ “farewell speech” (Deut.), he frequently mentioned the land and the nation’s responsibility to possess it. The 

word “land” is found nearly 200 times in Deuteronomy and the word “possess” over 50 times. Israel owned the land 

because of God’s gracious covenant with Abraham (Gen. 12:1-5), but their enjoyment of the land depended on their 

faithful obedience to God. (See Lev. 26 and Deut. 28-30.)  

  

As long as the Jews obeyed God’s law He blessed them, and they prospered in the land. But when they turned from God 

to idols, God first chastened them in the land (the Book of Judges); and then He took them from their land to the land of 

Babylon. After they had been chastened for seventy years, Israel returned to their land; but they never fully recovered the 

glory and blessing that they once had known. 

  

God called the Promised Land “a good land” (8:7-10) and contrasted it with the monotony and barrenness of Egypt (11:8-

14). It was to be Israel’s place of rest, her inheritance, and the dwelling place of God (12:9, 11). After enduring slavery in 

Egypt and misery in the wilderness, the Jews would finally find rest in their Promised Land (Josh. 1:13, 15; 11:23; 21:44; 

22:4; 23:1).  

  

This concept of “rest” will show up again in Psalm 95:11 and Hebrews 4 as an illustration of the victory Christians can 

have if they give their all to the Lord. 

  

The Prophet Ezekiel called the land of Israel “the glory of all lands” (Ezek. 20:6, 15), which the NIV translates “the most 

beautiful of all lands.” Daniel calls it “the pleasant land” (8:9) and “the glorious land” (11:16 and 41). Often it is described 

as “a land flowing with milk and honey” (Ex. 3:8, 17; 13:5; 33:3; Lev. 20:24; Num. 13:27; Deut. 6:3; 11:9; etc.).  

  

This was a proverbial statement meaning “a land of plenty,” a place of peaceful pastures and gardens where the herds 

could graze and the bees could gather pollen and make honey. 

  

The importance of the land. 
The Prophet Ezekiel said that Jerusalem was “in the center of the nations” (5:5, NIV) and that the land of Israel was “the 

center of the world” (38:12, NASB).  

  

In Genesis 3:15, God promised to send a Savior to the world; and the first step in the fulfilling of that promise was the call 

of Abraham. Beginning with Genesis 12, the Old Testament record focuses on the Jews and the land of Israel. Abraham 

left Ur of the Chaldees to go to that new land, and there Isaac and Jacob were born. God announced that the Redeemer 

would come from the tribe of Judah (49:10) and the family of David (2 Sam. 7).  

  

He would be born of a virgin in Bethlehem (Isa. 7:14; Micah 5:2) and one day die for the sins of the world (Isa. 53; Ps. 

22). All these important events in the drama of redemption would take place in the land of Israel, the land that Joshua was 

called to conquer and claim. 

  

(1) Canaan was Israel’s place of rest: Instead of their toil in Egypt and their wandering in the wilderness, Israel was to 

be able to settle down and find a home in Canaan where they were to function as the people of God and as a light to the 

nations. Possessing and subjugating the land filled with enemies was to lead to that rest and fellowship with the Lord (cf. 

Deut. 6:10-11 and Lev. 26:6-8). 

  

(2) Canaan was the place of bounty: Here was a land flowing “with milk and honey,” a “good and spacious land” (Ex. 

3:8, 17; 13:5; 33:3; Lev. 20:24; Num. 13:27, etc.). Some 16 times it is called “a land of milk and honey.” It was a land of 

extraordinary fruit (Num. 13:26,27), a land of corn and wine, kissed with the dew of heaven (Deut. 33:28; Lev. 26:5; 

Deut. 11:10-12). 

  

(3) Canaan was a place of triumph: In Canaan were enemies and forces much mightier than Israel, yet these enemies 

were a defeated foe even before Israel ever struck a blow. Why? Because the victory of Israel lay not in its own skill or 
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power, but in the power and might of Yahweh their God (Deut 7:2; 9:3; Josh. 1:2f). The battle is always the Lord’s (1 

Sam. 17:47). 

  

THE NEW LIFE 
The events recorded in the Book of Joshua have to do with the life of God’s people and not their death! The Book of 

Joshua records battles, defeats, sins, and failures—none of which will take place in heaven. This book illustrates how 

believers today can say good-bye to the old life and enter into their rich inheritance in Jesus Christ. It explains how we can 

meet our enemies and defeat them, and how to claim for ourselves all that we have in Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:3). What Paul’s 

letter to the Ephesians explains doctrinally, the Book of Joshua illustrates practically. It shows us how to claim our riches 

in Christ. 

  

But it also shows us how to claim our rest in Christ. This is one of the major themes of the Book of Hebrews and is 

explained in chapters 3 and 4 of that epistle.  

  

In those chapters, we find four different “rests,” all of which are related:  

1. God’s Sabbath rest after creating the worlds (Heb. 4:4; Gen. 2:2);  

2. the salvation rest we have in Christ (Heb. 4:1, 3, 8-9; Matt. 11:28-30);  

3. the believer’s eternal rest in heaven (Heb. 4:11);  

4. the rest God gave Israel after their conquest of Canaan (3:7-19).  

  

God’s promise to Moses was “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest” (Ex. 33:14, NKJV). The Jews 

certainly had no rest in Egypt or during their wilderness wanderings; but in the Promised Land, God would give them rest.  

  

In his farewell message to the people, Moses said, “For as yet you have not come to the rest and the inheritance which the 

Lord your God is giving you” (Deut. 12:9, NKJV; and see 3:20; 12:9-10; 25:19). This “Canaan rest” is a picture of the rest 

that Christian believers experience when they yield their all to Christ and claim their inheritance by faith. 

  

The geographic locations seen in the history of Israel illustrate spiritual experiences.  

1. Egypt was the place of death and bondage from which Israel was delivered. They were delivered from death by 

the blood of the lamb and from bondage by the power of God who opened the Red Sea and took them across 

safely. This illustrates the salvation we have through faith in Jesus Christ, “The Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world!” (John 1:29, NKJV) Through His death and resurrection, Jesus Christ delivers the believing 

sinner from bondage and judgment.  

2. The wilderness experience of Israel depicts believers who live in unbelief and disobedience and don’t enter into 

the rest and riches of their inheritance in Christ, either because they don’t know it’s there or they know and refuse 

to enter. Like Israel, they come to a crisis place (Kadesh Barnea), but refuse to obey the Lord and claim His will 

for their lives (Num. 13-14). They are delivered from Egypt, but Egypt is still in their hearts; and like the Jews, 

they have a desire to go back to the old life (Ex. 16:1-3; Num. 11; 14:2-4; see Isa. 30:3; 31:1). Instead of 

marching through life as conquerors, they meander through life as wanderers and never enjoy the fullness of what 

God has planned for them. It’s this crowd that is especially addressed in the Epistle to the Hebrews.  

3. Canaan represents the Christian life as it ought to be: conflict and victory, faith and obedience, spiritual riches 

and rest. It’s a life of faith, trusting Jesus Christ, our Joshua, the Captain of our salvation (Heb. 2:10), to lead us 

from victory to victory (1 John 5:4-5). When Israel was in Egypt, the enemy was around them, making their lives 

miserable. When they crossed the Red Sea, Israel put the enemy behind them; but when the nation crossed the 

Jordan River, they saw new enemies before them, and they conquered these enemies by faith.  

  

The victorious Christian life isn’t a once-for-all triumph that ends all our problems. As pictured by Israel in the Book of 

Joshua, the victorious Christian life is a series of conflicts and victories as we defeat one enemy after another and claim 

more of our inheritance to the glory of God.  

  

Alexander Whyte used to say that the victorious Christian life was “a series of new beginnings.” 
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According to Joshua 11:23, the whole land was taken; but according to 13:1, there remained “very much land to be 

possessed.” Is this a contradiction? No, it’s the declaration of a basic spiritual truth: In Christ, we have all that we need for 

victorious Christian living, but we must possess our inheritance by faith, a step at a time (Josh. 1:3), a day at a time.  

  

Joshua’s question to his people is a good question to ask the church today: “How long will you wait before you begin to 

take possession of the land that the Lord . . . has given you?” (18:3, NIV) 

  

The fourth geographic location on Israel’s “spiritual map” is Babylon, where the nation endured seventy years of 

captivity because they disobeyed God and worshiped the idols of the pagan nations around them. (See 2 Chron. 36; Jer. 

39:8-10). When God’s children are willfully rebellious, their loving Father must chasten them until they learn to be 

submissive and obedient (Heb. 12:1-11). When they confess their sins and forsake them, God will forgive and restore His 

children to fellowship and fruitfulness (1 John 1:9; 2 Cor. 7:1). 

  

The leading person in the Book of Joshua is not Joshua but the Lord Jehovah, the God of Joshua and of Israel. In all that 

Joshua did by faith, he desired to glorify the Lord. When the Jews crossed the Jordan River, Joshua reminded them that 

the living God was among them and would overcome their enemies (Josh. 3:10). Through Israel’s obedience, Joshua 

wanted all the people of the earth to know the Lord and fear Him (4:23-24). In his “farewell addresses” to the leaders 

(chap. 23) and to the nation (chap. 24), Joshua gave God all the glory for what Israel had accomplished under his 

leadership. 

  

At least fourteen times in this book, God is called “the Lord God of Israel” (7:13, 19-20; 8:30; 9:18-19; 10:40, 42; 13:14, 

33; 14:14; 22:24; 24:2, 23). Everything that Israel did brought either glory or disgrace to the name of their God. When 

Israel obeyed by faith, God kept His promises and worked on their behalf; and God was glorified. But when they 

disobeyed in unbelief, God abandoned them to their own ways and they were humiliated in defeat. The same spiritual 

principle applies to the church today. 

  

As you look at your life and the life of the church where you fellowship, do you see yourself and your fellow believers 

wandering in the wilderness or conquering in the Promised Land?  

 In the wilderness, the Jews were a complaining people; but in Canaan, they were a conquering people.  

 In the wilderness, Israel kept looking back, yearning for what they had in Egypt; but in the Promised Land, they 

looked forward to conquering the enemy and claiming their rest and their riches.  

 The wilderness march was an experience of delay, defeat, and death; but their experience in Canaan was one of 

life, power, and victory. As you look at the “spiritual map” of your Christian life, where are you living?  

  

From the Holman Bible Dictionary 
JOSHUA (Jahsh ew uh) Personal name meaning, “Yahweh delivered.” 1. Leader of Israelites who first took control of 

Promised Land of Canaan. Joshua is one of the unsung heroes of the Old Testament. He, not Moses, led the people into 

the Promised Land. He was a person of such stature that he could succeed the incomparable Moses and compile a record 

of notable success (Josh. 24:31). The Hebrew variations of Joshua are Oshea (Num. 13:16); Hosea (Hos. 1:1). English 

versions differ in their transliteration of the Hebrew names. Its New Testament equivalent is Jesus. 

  

Joshua was born in Egypt during the period of slavery. He was a member of Ephraim, the important tribe that later formed 

the heart of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. He first appeared during the battle with the Amalekites during the desert 

travels. He was Moses’ general, who led the troops in the actual fighting while Aaron and Hur held up Moses’ hands (Ex. 

17:8-13). 

  

Joshua was Moses’s servant (Ex. 24:13). He was on the mountain when Moses received the Law (Ex. 32:17). He was also 

one of the twelve spies Moses sent to investigate Canaan (Num. 13:8). He and Caleb returned with a positive, minority 

report. Of all the adults alive at that time, only the two of them were allowed to live to enter the land of Canaan (Num. 

14:28-30, 38). 

  

The Lord selected Joshua to be Moses’ successor long before Moses’ death (Num. 27:15-23; Deut. 31:14-15, 23; 34:9). 

Joshua was a military leader, a political leader, and a spiritual leader. He was quiet and unassuming, but he was not 

buffaloed by his responsibilities or the task that lay before him. He was a battlefield genius, particularly in the areas of 
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careful planning, strategy, and execution. He was a capable administrator for the nation, effective in maintaining harmony 

among people and groups. He was a spokesman to the people for the Lord. Though he did not receive the Law as Moses 

had, he communicated the Lord’s will and the Lord’s message much like Moses. 

  

Joshua was at the helm of the nation during the conquest and the distribution and settlement of Canaan. He led in the 

covenant renewal at mount Ebal and Shechem (Josh. 8:30-35; 24:1-28). He was able to challenge his people by both word 

and example. His pattern is a hard one to better. 

  

Book Outline 
I.      God Brought Victory to a People of the Book (1:1-12:24). 

A.  To possess the promise, God’s people must be faithful to the book (1:1-18). 

B.   God uses unexpected persons to fulfill His promises (2:1-24). 

C.   God exalts His leaders and proves His presence so all people may know Him (3:1-4:24). 

D.  God’s people must worship Him to prepare for the victories He promises (5:1-15). 

E.   Divine power, not human might, provides victory for God’s people (6:1-27). 

F.   A disobedient people cannot expect God’s victories (7:1-26). 

G.  A repentant people receive a strategy for victory from God (8:1-35). 

H.  Human cunning and disobedience cannot overcome the purposes of God (9:1-27). 

I.    God fights for His people (10:1-43). 

J.    God fulfills His promises, giving victory to an obedient people (11:1-12:24). 

II.     God Divides the Spoils of Victory According to the Needs of His People (13:1-21:45). 

A.  The complete rest is still incomplete (13:1-7). 

B.   History shows God’s provision for His people (13:8-33). 

C.   God rewards heroes of faith (14:1-15). 

D.  God fulfilled His promise of land to His people (15:1-17:13). 

E.   God provided for specific needs of His people (17:14-18). 

F.   God called a hesitant people to action to receive the promised gift (18:1-10). 

G.  God gave the land to an obedient people (18:11-19:48). 

H.  God and His people rewarded their faithful leader (19:49-51). 

I.    God decreed legal protection for the accused among His people (20:1-9). 

J.    God provided for the needs of His priests (21:1-42). 

K.  God fulfills all His promises (21:43-45). 

III.    God Calls His Victorious People to Unity in Worship and Devotion (22:1-24:33). 

A.  God’s rest, commandments, and blessing unify His people (22:1-6). 

B.   Worship unifies God’s people forever despite geographical barriers (22:7-34). 

C.   Israel had to be faithful to God’s direction or face the loss of His gifts (23:1-16). 

D.  God calls His people to remember the history of God’s faithfulness and choose to serve only Him (24:1-28). 

E.   Faithful leaders keep a people faithful (24:29-33). 

  

The Pictures and Typology in Joshua 

As you can see by the forgoing, Joshua is a book rich in pictures for the believer today. It is rich in analogies and this is 

supported by Hebrews 3:7-4:12 and 1 Corinthians 10:6, 11. The book of Joshua portrays the faith-rest life of the believer 

today who experiences the blessings of his salvation through a faith that overcomes the various trials, temptations, and 

difficulties of life that he or she faces from our three enemies, the world, the flesh, and the devil.  

  

Note some of these analogies: 

(1) Though we are to appropriate our salvation and put it to work (discipline ourselves unto godliness), in Christ we do 

not work for our salvation or for our spirituality, but are to rest by faith in what God has done for us. Being in Christ is our 

place of rest, forms the basis for rest over our enemies in this life, and looks forward to a millennial and eternal rest. 

  

(2) In Christ we are blessed with every spiritual blessing. This is our bounty (Eph. 1:3). 

  

(3) In the world we face enemies and struggles, but in Christ we are promised victory through faith and endurance. 
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(4) Joshua, the leader of the people of Israel, is a type of Christ, the “Captain of our salvation” (cf. Heb. 2:10-11; Rom. 

8:37; 2 Cor. 1:10; 2:14). 

  

(5) The crossing of the Jordan is a picture of a Christian reckoning on his death and resurrection with Christ and moving 

into the place of growth and victory. 

  

(6) The conquests of Canaan portray the Christian’s conflicts with the enemies of the world, the flesh, and the devil.  

(a) Taking Jericho pictures victory over the satanic world system that stands walled up against our spiritual progress.  

(b) The defeat and then victory at Ai illustrates our struggle with and deliverance over the sinful nature or our propensity 

to sin or to seek to live the Christian life in our own strength.  

(c) The deception of and experience with the Gibeonites surely illustrates our battle with Satan and his demonic 

deceptions. 

  

Over and over again God’s Word faces us with our need of the deliverance which comes only from God. Here we are 

faced with the absolute necessity of the saving life of Christ. Christ is the life and the only life which saves.  

  

Without His death, giving us a justified standing with God, and without Him and His life within, all we have is man 

working from the source of his own weakness or temperament attempting to be Mr. Nice Guy, attempting to conform 

himself to some cultural or religious standard.  

  

Such is not authentic Christianity. It is a counterfeit, a distortion, and a deception. It is a trick of Satan designed to move 

people away from God’s solution in and through Christ in the light of His authoritative Word, the Bible. 

  

Satan wants to blind us to the “light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (1 Cor. 4:4).  

  

And what is the gospel of the glory of Christ? It is the saving life of Christ, the fact that man is saved and delivered from 

himself by the glorious life and work of Jesus Christ who is the very image of God. 

  
We are never to be the source of our Christianity. Its source is Christ. We are never to control our Christianity, but 

Christianity and all that is ours through Christ is to control us. We are not to try to reproduce the image of God in us. 

Instead, Christianity is God reproducing Himself in us through His Son, Jesus Christ, by the power of the Spirit. 

  

In this study we will present basic spiritual truths or principles from the text of Joshua, but we will also seek to illustrate a 

number of parallels or analogies to the Christian life. The justification for doing this is found in passages like Luke 24:27, 

“And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the 

Scriptures” and 1 Corinthians 10:4, 6, 11: (1 Corinthians 10:4 NIV)  and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank 

from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 

  

Verse 4. “And all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and 

the rock was Christ.” The rock spoke of the presence and work of Christ. 

  

(1 Corinthians 10:6 NIV)  Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they 

did. 

  

(1 Corinthians 10:11 NIV)  These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on 

whom the fulfillment of the ages has come. 

  

These verses teach us that these Old Testament events were historical events that manifested the saving work of God in 

the life of ancient Israel. But they also provide principles, pictures, and illustrations that form warnings and teach us truth 

practical to the believer’s life in Christ today. They form fascinating and instructive parallels and analogies to the 

believer’s life in Christ as he faces a hostile and contrary world.  

  

(1) Egypt portrays the world with all its human ideas, idolatries, mysticism, and antagonism to the salvation, deliverance, 

and purposes of God for His people. 
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(2) Being in Egypt portrays a lost condition, a slave to Satan, the world, and the flesh.  

  

(3) Coming out of Egypt through the Passover lamb and the Red Sea portrays deliverance by the death of Jesus Christ and 

the mighty power of God alone. It speaks of redemption through the saving life of Christ. 

  

(4) A believer going down into Egypt like Abraham did in Genesis 12:10f pictures a believer turning to the world and its 

substitutes and solutions rather than turning to the Lord for deliverance. 

  

(5) Israel in the Wilderness is a type or picture of the believer in carnality. He or she is redeemed and blessed with 

marvelous privileges yet fails to go on in his or her life with God and is living outside of the place of maximum blessing, 

out of the will of God and in constant defeat, wandering about because of failure to trust the Lord and the deliverance He 

has promised. 

  

(6) Crossing the Jordan and moving into Canaan is a type or picture of the believer possessing his or her possessions by 

faith in the power and provision of God. It portrays the believer in fellowship, faced with conflict and enemies, yet able to 

be delivered when dependent upon the Lord and walking by faith in the principles and promises of the Word. 

  

(7) The Canaanites in the Land portray the believer’s enemies who stand to oppose us in the Christian way of life, but 

who are at the same time a defeated foe though we must appropriate our God-provided victory, the saving life of Christ. 

Some believe Jericho may illustrate the world, Achan and Ai the flesh or the sinful nature, and the Gibeonites may 

illustrate the deceptions of Satan and the world system. 

  

In preparation for this study, may I suggest the following: 

 Let’s carefully note where Israel was successful and where she failed. Let’s humble our hearts and examine our 

own lives in the light of our findings in these passages.  

 Let’s ask questions like: Am I making the same mistakes as Israel? Am I applying the same principles as Joshua? 

Am I listening to God’s call and challenges to my life?  

 Let us rejoice in and profit by the victories of Israel for her victories can also be ours. 

 Let us pray that the study of Joshua will explain some of our personal failures, encourage us in our own spiritual 

warfare, and challenge us to substitute the saving life of Christ for the self-life in whatever form it may exist in 

our lives.  
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Studies in the Life of Joshua 

# 2 “Be Strong and Courageous” -- Joshua 1:1-18 

If we are to conquer the enemy  and claim our inheritance in Christ, we must have spiritual  

strength and spiritual courage. “Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might” (Eph. 6:10). 

  
What a new leader needs is not advice but encouragement. “To encourage” literally means “to put heart into.” General 

Andrew Jackson said “one man with courage makes a majority,” and he was right. As God’s people today face the 

challenges that God gives us, we would do well to learn from the encouragement found in this chapter. 
  
In a number of ways, the preparation for invasion and the conflict that lay before Joshua and the people begins in this 

chapter. And it is significant that this preparation in chapter one proceeds out of God’s communication: 
1.      First, God speaks and commissions Joshua (1:1-5) and then calls him to be strong and courageous (1:6-9).  
2.      In view of this word from God, Joshua speaks to the people and gives them instructions for preparing to cross the 

Jordan in three days (1:10-15).  
3.      This is followed by the response of the people which, of course, had its source in the Word of God (1:16-18).  

  
God’s revelation should always be followed by a response that is in keeping with His inspired Word. 
  
The Commission Given (1:1-5) 
(Joshua 1:1-5 NIV)  After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses' aide: 

{2} "Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am 

about to give to them--to the Israelites. {3} I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. {4} 

Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates--all the Hittite country--to 

the Great Sea on the west. {5} No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, 

so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 
  
Leaders don’t lead forever, even godly leaders like Moses. There comes a time in every ministry when God calls for a 

new beginning with a new generation and new leadership. Except for Joshua and Caleb, the old generation of Jews had 

perished during the nation’s wanderings in the wilderness; and Joshua was commissioned to lead the new generation into 

a new challenge: entering and conquering the Promised Land. It was God who had chosen Joshua, and everybody in Israel 

knew that he was their new leader. 
  
Over the years I’ve heard of situations that flounder and almost destroy themselves in futile attempts to embalm the past 

and escape the future. Their theme song was, “As it was in the beginning, so shall it ever be, world without end.” Often 

godly Christian leaders are criticized, persecuted, and attacked simply because, like Joshua, they had a divine commission 

to lead a ministry into new fields of conquest; but the people would not follow. More than one minister has been offered 

as a sacrificial lamb because he dared to suggest that the church make some changes. 
  
Change is difficult…make no mistake about that!  But it doesn’t necessarily mean it is wrong or unscriptural! J. Oswald 

Sanders writes: “A work originated by God and conducted on spiritual principles will surmount the shock of a change of 

leadership and indeed will probably thrive better as a result” (Spiritual Leadership, p. 132). 
  
A wise leader doesn’t completely abandon the past but builds on it as he moves toward the future. Moses is mentioned 57 

times in the Book of Joshua, evidence that Joshua respected Moses and what he had done for Israel. Joshua worshiped the 

same God that Moses had worshiped, and he obeyed the same Word that Moses had given to the nation.  
  
There was continuity from one leader to the next, but there wasn’t always conformity; for each leader is different and 

must maintain his or her individuality. Twice in these verses Moses is called God’s servant, but Joshua was also the 

servant of God (24:29). The important thing is not the servant but the Master. 
Joshua is called “Moses’ minister” (1:1), a word that described workers in the tabernacle as well as servants of a leader. 

(See Ex. 24:13; 33:11; Num. 11:28; Deut. 1:38.) Joshua learned how to obey as a servant before he commanded as a 

general; he was first a servant and then a ruler (Matt. 25:21).  
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“He who has never learned to obey cannot be a good commander,” wrote Aristotle in his Politics. 
  
God commissioned Joshua to achieve three things: lead the people into the land, defeat the enemy, and claim the 

inheritance. God could have sent an angel to do this, but He chose to use a man and give him the power he needed to get 

the job done.  
  
Joshua is a type of Jesus Christ, the Captain of our salvation (Heb. 2:10), who has won the victory and now shares His 

spiritual inheritance with us. 
  
The victory and possession of the land which follows is a direct result of the Word of God and of man, in this case Joshua, 

hearing and responding to His Word. This should illustrate for us that there is absolutely no victory or chance for us to 

experience the blessings of our new life in Christ apart from the Word of God. Whenever any believer begins to turn away 

from the Word through indifference or apathy for whatever reason, he is turning away from the Lord and into defeat. 
  
Joshua’s commission comes only after the death of Moses (vss. 1-2). This is significant. The commission of Joshua and 

the continuation of God’s purposes to move Israel into the land, for certain typological reasons, comes only after the death 

of Moses. Why is this?  
  
Moses was the great lawgiver who represented the Law of Sinai, that awesome legislation which demonstrates the perfect 

holiness of God and the sinful condition of man who stands separated from God (Rom. 3:23). But the Law, though holy 

and good, could never give life or spirituality nor could it provide justification. It was instead a ministration of death that 

revealed man a sinner and in jail to sin (2 Cor. 3:7; Rom. 7:7; Gal. 3:19-22). 
  
Moses portrayed the law which cannot lead us into the saving and abundant life of Christ. It was only a tutor, a temporary 

servant which must pass away (Gal. 3:23f). Though it did point to Christ in the tabernacle, priesthood, and sacrifices, it 

could not take away sin or provide deliverance from the flesh. Why? Because it was weak in that it was dependent upon 

man and his ability (Rom. 8:3-4). The Law provided a righteous standard, but no power or grace for the flesh or 

indwelling sin (Rom. 6:14; 8:3f). 
  
Thus, Moses had to pass from the scene before Joshua could be commissioned and given orders to take the people across 

Jordan and into the Promised Land. A further reason is seen in Joshua’s name which so clearly reminds us that “Yahweh is 

Salvation.” As the Hebrew equivalent of Jesus, Joshua typifies the Lord Jesus and His saving life who provides us not 

only with redemption, but with the power we need to enter into the possession of our possessions in Christ. 
  
With the mention of the death of Moses, Joshua is then told, “Now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this 

people.” By way of application for today, the words “Now therefore arise,” (in view of the death of Moses and what he 

represented) teach us the truth that no man can live the Christian life by keeping a set of laws or taboos. While the 

Christian life involves obedience to the principles and imperatives of the Word, it is more. It is a life to be lived by faith in 

the power of God. We simply cannot live the Christian life in our own energy or by our own determination. The Christian 

life is not just being Mr. Nice or merely keeping a set of Christian principles and rules. It is a faith relationship with God 

to be lived out in the power of the Spirit and in the light of the Word. 
  
With the Words, “arise, cross this Jordan,” the Lord is saying, “get out of the desert and move on into Canaan.” God’s 

will for the believer is never in the wilderness. It is in Canaan, the place of deliverance and conquest. “Arise, cross” by the 

parallel of New Testament truth says, “take up your armor, use your supernatural resources, stop trusting in yourself, trust 

me and move out.” 
  
“You and all this people” illustrates that spirituality is not just for an elect few, but it is for all believers. The abundant, 

maturing Christian life is God’s plan and will for every single believer. It is only limited by our lack of availability to His 

constant availability to us. Every believer is blessed with every spiritual blessing, is a priest of God with abundant grace 

available for every situation. We need to remember all Israel got out of Egypt the same way—by faith in God’s grace, and 

they would all cross over Jordan in exactly the same way, by faith in God’s deliverance. 
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The words, “to the land which I am giving you” and in verse 3, “every place on which …” illustrates the truth of 

Ephesians 1:3 and Colossians 2:10. “I am giving you” and “I have given it to you” shows us God was then in the process 

of bringing to pass that which had been theirs all along. Joshua 2:9-11 reveals that the land had virtually been theirs for 40 

years. It was just waiting to be possessed.  
  
And like that, from the moment of salvation, God has provided every believer with every spiritual blessing and provision. Of 

course, as this book makes perfectly clear, having title deed to the land (or our blessings in Christ) does not mean our lives 

will be without testing, conflict, struggles, and pressures. It indeed will, but since the battle is the Lord’s, since God has done 

the most for us in Christ, with the testings and temptations comes God’s deliverance through faith and the application of the 

Word. 
  
In verse 5, Joshua is given the promise, “no man will be able to stand before you,” but this promise is also a warning. 

While the land was theirs for the taking, it would not be taken without conflict or battle. And likewise, as the land of 

Canaan was full of fortified cities and enemies that needed to be driven out, so the Christian life is a life of conflict with 

enemies which must be overcome.  
  
Though the outcome is assured if we claim God’s sufficiency and the saving life of Christ, we must still do battle and 

reckon with the fact of the enemy throughout this life. This is a wake up call, a reality that must be faced: life is full of 

battles and conflict. We wrestle with the flesh, with the devil and supernatural powers of darkness, and a world system 

that is antagonistic to God, to His Word, and to godly living (cf. Rom. 7:15f; Gal. 5:16f; Eph. 5:15-16; 6:10f; 1 Pet. 5:8-

9).  
  
Nevertheless, the positive side is that these words, “no man will be able to stand before you …” are also a promise of 

continued deliverance in battle after battle after battle. Because of the infinite sufficiency of the saving life of the Christ 

through His finished work on the cross, His triumphant presence at the right hand of God, our identification with Him in 

His death, resurrection and session in heaven, and through His gift of the Holy Spirit, there is no enemy we can possibly 

face which the Lord (our Joshua) has not already conquered. Our need is to appropriate what He has already done for us 

through the wise faith-application of His Word. 
  
Though still active and roaming about, Satan’s power has been broken and we can resist his deceptions and attacks. 

Though the sin principle still dwells within or the flesh is still active in our members, its power over us has been broken 

through our union with Christ in His death and resurrection. This means the victory of possessing our possessions is 

through the gift of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 6 and 8) and the sanctifying power of a Word-filled life (John 17:17; Eph. 5:18; 

Col. 3:16). 
  
Application: We all entertain the desire to live in an ideal world, where life moves along smoothly without problems or 

stress. In fact, we were created for such and it is not wrong to long for that time which will come with the return of the 

Lord Jesus, our Joshua. But the doctrines of the apostasy of the last days, the evil nature of this day and time, plus the 

presence of our enemies are constant reminders that such cannot be the case now any more than we can have lasting and 

true world peace without the return of the Lord. We must face the facts and be prepared to face life as it really is. In Christ 

we are super-conquerors and through His saving life we can overcome the individual battles of life, but we must be 

prepared to fight the good fight. 
  
We all like to rock along without anything upsetting our schedules or forcing us out of our comfort zones. When we 

attempt to get away from the struggle, God jars us back into reality through some unpleasant condition or experience and 

we are again faced with reality. After vacation we must go back to work and face that co-worker who is so hard to get 

along with. We are going along and then suddenly, there is a threat to our health or that of our spouse or child. Or we may 

face the death of a loved one which brings heartache, loneliness, along with new pressures and responsibilities. Such is 

your life and mine, but the words “no man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life” intrudes into our lives 

with two realities: a warning and promise. 
  
The words, “just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you,” call our attention 

to one of the great truths of the Bible. Israel would get into the land the same way they got out of Egypt. Likewise, we 

enter into the abundant life of Christ the same way we were delivered from wrath—by faith in the saving life of Christ. 
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Just as we trusted in Christ and the accomplishments of the cross for justification and redemption, so we must reckon on 

those same accomplishments as the basis for our security and daily deliverance (Rom. 6:4-11; Col. 2:6-3:3).  
  
Encouragement from God’s promises (vv. 3-6). 
(Joshua 1:3-6 NIV)  I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. {4} Your territory will 

extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates--all the Hittite country--to the Great Sea on 

the west. {5} No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with 

you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. {6} "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit 

the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. 
  
Since Joshua had a threefold task to perform, God gave him three special promises, one for each task. God would enable 

Joshua to cross the river and claim the land (vv. 3-4), defeat the enemy (v. 5), and apportion the land to each tribe as its 

inheritance (v. 6). God didn’t give Joshua explanations as to how He would accomplish these things, because God’s 

people live on promises and not on explanations. When you trust God’s promises and step out by faith (v. 3), you can be 

sure that the Lord will give you the directions you need when you need them. 
  
First, God promised Joshua that Israel would enter the land (vv. 3-4). Over the centuries God had reaffirmed this promise, 

from His first words to Abraham (Gen. 12) to His last words to Moses (Deut. 34:4). God would take them over the Jordan 

and into enemy territory. He then would enable them to claim for themselves the land that He had promised them. There 

would be no repetition of the fear and unbelief that had brought the nation into defeat at Kadesh Barnea (Num. 13). 
  
God had already given them the land; it was their responsibility now to step out by faith and claim it (Josh 1:3; see Gen. 

13:14-18). The same promise of victory that God had given to Moses (Num. 11:22-25), He reaffirmed to Joshua; and He 

carefully defined the borders of the land. Israel didn’t reach that full potential until the reigns of David and Solomon. 
  
The lesson for God’s people today is clear: God has given us “all spiritual blessings . . . in Christ” (Eph. 1:3), and we must 

step out by faith and claim them. He has set before His church an open door that nobody can close (Rev. 3:8), and we 

must walk through that door by faith and claim new territory for the Lord. It is impossible to stand still in Christian life 

and service; for when you stand still, you immediately start going backward. “Let us go on!” is God’s challenge to His 

church (Heb. 6:1), and that means moving ahead into new territory. 
  
God also promised Joshua victory over the enemy (Joshua 1:5). The Lord told Abraham that other nations were inhabiting 

the Promised Land (Gen. 15:18-21), and He repeated this fact to Moses (Ex. 3:17). If Israel obeyed the Lord, He promised 

to help them defeat these nations. But He warned His people not to compromise with the enemy in any way, for then 

Israel would win the war but lose the victory (23:20-33).  
  
Unfortunately, that’s exactly what happened. Since the Jews began to worship the gods of their pagan neighbors and adopt 

their evil practices, God had to chasten Israel in their land to bring them back to Himself (Judges 1-2). 
  
What a promise God gave to Joshua! “As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you or forsake you” 

(Josh 1:5, NIV). God had given a similar promise to Jacob (Gen. 28:15), and Moses had repeated God’s promise to Joshua 

(Deut. 31:1-8). God would one day give this same promise to Gideon (Judges 6:16) and to the Jewish exiles returning 

from Babylon to their land (Isa. 41:10; 43:5); and David would give it to his son Solomon (1 Chron. 28:20).  
  
But best of all, God has given this promise to His people today! The Gospel of Matthew opens with “Emmanuel . . . God 

with us” (1:23) and closes with Jesus saying, “Lo, I am with you always” (28:20, NKJV). The writer of Hebrews 13:5 

quotes Joshua 1:5 and applies it to Christians today: “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (NKJV). 
  
This means that God’s people can move forward in God’s will and be assured of God’s presence. “If God be for us, who 

can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31) Before Joshua began his conquest of Jericho, the Lord appeared to him and assured him 

of His presence (Josh. 5:13-15). That was all Joshua needed to be guaranteed of victory. 
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God’s third promise to Joshua was that He would divide the land as an inheritance for the conquering tribes (Josh. 1:6). 

This was God’s assurance that the enemy would be defeated and that Israel would possess their land. God would keep His 

promise to Abraham that his descendants would inherit the land (Gen. 12:6-7; 13:14-15; 15:18-21). 
  
The Book of Joshua records the fulfillment of these three promises: the first in chapters 2-5, the second in chapters 6-12, 

and the third in chapters 13-22. At the close of his life Joshua could remind the leaders of Israel that “not one thing has 

failed of all the good things which the Lord your God spoke concerning you. All have come to pass for you; not one word 

of them has failed” (23:14, NKJV). 
  
Before God could fulfill His promises, however, Joshua had to exercise faith and “be strong and of good courage” (1:6). 

Divine sovereignty is not a substitute for human responsibility. God’s sovereign Word is an encouragement to God’s 

servants to believe God and obey His commands.  
  
As Charles Spurgeon put it, Joshua “was not to use the promise as a couch upon which his indolence might luxuriate, but 

as a girdle wherewith to gird up his loins for future activity” (Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, vol. 14, p. 97). In short, 

God’s promises are prods, not pillows. 
  
The Call to Courage (1:6-9)  
(Joshua 1:6-9 NIV)  "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their 

forefathers to give them. {7} Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; 

do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. {8} Do not let this Book of the 

Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then 

you will be prosperous and successful. {9} Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do 

not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go." 
  
While the first five verses deal with Joshua’s commission to take over after the death of Moses, the major thrust of verses 

6-9 concerns something that was vital to Joshua’s ability to do that. And what was true for Joshua is equally true for us.  
  
There is a word or theme repeated at least three times in these verses that we need to pick up on and relate to. Three times 

God tells Joshua, “be strong and courageous” (1:6, 7, 9). Then later, as it pertains to their obedience to God, Joshua will 

relate the same charge to the people (1:18; 10:25) who will likewise face the challenges and fulfillment of God’s purposes 

for the nation—dwelling in the land as a priesthood nation as God’s representative to the nations. 
  
So the issue before Joshua was a call to be strong and courageous in view of the mantle of leadership that was being 

passed on to him. God was calling him to a very special and difficult ministry, one with tremendous challenges and 

obstacles far beyond his own skill or abilities. But life for all of us is filled with such challenges so let us not pass over this 

without seeing the personal application this can have for each of us. Verses 6-9 are fundamental for obtaining the strength 

and courage anyone needs for the challenges of any ministry or responsibility.  
  
This passage is not just for a special class of leaders like shepherds or missionaries or ministers. God has called each of us 

to ministry. No believer is exempt. We are all gifted, we are all priests of God, and leaders in some sense with personal 

responsibilities to others.  
  
People often run from ministry or difficult situations because of fear or because of the obstacles. As the former generation 

of Israelites had failed to enter into the land and possess their possessions because of unbelief and fear of the giants, so we 

too can fail to enter into God’s calling on our lives. 
  
Application: Without God’s strength and personal courage, we will fail to tackle the challenges or take on the 

responsibilities that God calls us to. Others, being overconfident in themselves may seek to strike out in their own steam, 

an equally wrong way to try to serve the Lord as we will see illustrated in chapter 7 with the defeat at Ai. 
  
Biblically speaking, where does moral strength and courage come from and does it mean the absence of fear? Moral 

strength and courage come from (1) faith in the sovereignty and provision of God and (2) in the fact that we are convinced 

what we are doing is right and best and essential to life.  
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 But there is much more as this passage will show us. Courage is that quality of mind that enables men to encounter 

danger and difficulty with firmness and resolve in spite of inner fears: 
(1 Corinthians 2:3 NIV)  I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. 
  
(2 Corinthians 7:5 NIV)  For when we came into Macedonia, this body of ours had no rest, but we were harassed at every 

turn--conflicts on the outside, fears within. 
  
In other words, courage is not the absence of fear. While not courting danger nor presuming on the Lord, Paul never evaded 

something if he knew it was God’s will or that it was right.  
  
In his excellent book on spiritual leadership, J. Oswald Sanders wrote: Courage of the highest order is demanded of a 

spiritual leader—always moral courage and frequently physical courage as well … 
  
The highest degree of courage is seen in the person who is most fearful but refuses to capitulate to it. However fearful 

they might have been, God’s leaders in succeeding generations have been commanded to be of good courage. Had they 

been without fear, the command would have been pointless.[1] 
  
So where do strength and courage come from? These concepts teach us several important ingredients: 
(1) Strength and courage come through Recognizing and Relating to God’s pleasure (His will) and having a sense of 

God’s calling and destiny (1:1-2). 
  
Knowing God’s Word, the clearly revealed will of God, plus recognizing one’s gifts, abilities, and training, all of which 

are a part of understanding His pleasure or will for one’s life, is foundational for finding strength and courage to accept 

any area of responsibility in ministry. Without this understanding, one will hardly have the motivation or courage to move 

into the ministries God wants to call us to. 
  
There is a specific process to be noted here in verses 1-9. There is first God’s Word to Joshua commissioning and 

encouraging him. The courage that is called for here is the direct result of the Word and knowing God’s will (see Eph. 

5:9-10). Also, Joshua is reminded that he had been prepared and trained for this as the servant of Moses (1:1). 
  
Joshua being spoken to in verse 1 is equivalent to us gaining biblical insight. It is this that forms the foundation for 

courage and conviction and for faith and action. We need to pray and seek God’s will and wisdom. The first foundation 

for courage is knowing both the Word and God’s will. 
  
Being the understudy of Moses illustrates a couple of key principles: (1) The principle of having a godly example (1 Tim. 

4; 1 Pet. 5:1-3). (2) The principle of Luke 16:10 and its impact on the development of courage and motivation for 

ministry. Joshua had been faithful in the little things and would be faithful in much. Service in the larger areas of responsi-

bility starts with faithfulness in smaller things. We each need to find a place to serve and grow. It may become the training 

ground for other areas of ministry to which God may be calling you. 
  
“Moses my servant is dead” (vs. 2). This statement reminds us that no one is indispensable and leadership changes. If we are 

not training others and being trained ourselves, we leave gaping holes (2 Tim. 2:2). 
  
 “Now therefore arise” emphasizes the need for decisive action to fill the void left by the absence of Moses. And this is 

true for all of us in ministry for whatever reason there is a void left by the removal of the servants of God. A true grasp of 

the need is always a vital element to decisiveness and action to fill that need; it’s part of the root that produces the fruit. 

But there is another element that is vital to courage and decisiveness in doing the will of God. 
  
(2) Strength and courage come through Resting in God’s promises (1:2b-6). 
Please note the promises given to Joshua here were given in relation to the ministry and work to which God had called 

him. This applies to each of us regardless of the particular ministry God has called us to in the body of Christ. Read these 

verses carefully and see what application you can make from them to your life. Do you feel the tug of God on your life to 

serve him in a particular way, but you are afraid? Are you afraid of failure? Are you afraid of what it might cost you? 

Meditate on these verses.  
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We might also note some of the obstacles that can be observed in this passage because in claiming the promises of God, 

faith must face the obstacles. 
  
“Cross this Jordan.” In Scripture, the Jordan often represents an obstacle, an impediment to growth, ministry, progress. 

There is good reason to believe that the Jordan was swollen over its banks at this time of year (cf. Jos. 3:15; 4:18). Here is 

one of the reasons courage is needed. 
  
Further, to cross the Jordan meant to enter into a hostile land, a land full of enemies some of whom were giants and who 

lived in strongly fortified cities. This was no simple challenge. Remember, the previous generation failed at Kadesh 

Barnea because of a lack of courage. But there is more here. 
  
“You and all this people.” This was no small group! The very numbers made this a colossal task. But Joshua had the 

responsibility of leading a people who were noted for being stiff necked and throwing stones at their leaders. The word 

“all” reminds us that it is God’s purpose for all His people to mature and become strong, to be in His will and living 

victorious lives. 
  
Nevertheless, regardless of the obstacles, God’s will had been clearly made known to Joshua. He needed to act on this fact 

by faith in the Lord’s person, promises, and provision.  
  
Let’s look at the promise in verse 2b: “To the land which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel” (vs. 2). Also note the 

words “which I have given to them” (vs. 3). They were going into the Promised Land, the land promised to the patriarchs, 

to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob or Israel by God Himself who cannot go back on His promises. In fact, He was then and had 

for some time been preparing the inhabitants for defeat (cf. 2:9f). The land had been theirs for forty years but they failed 

to enter in because of unbelief and a lack of courage. 
  
God’s Word is filled with hundreds of promises (vss. 3-6, 9). In essence, every principle of Scripture becomes a promise 

because with the principle comes the inherent promise of God who is perfect veracity so that we can count on the 

principle. But we must know those promises and act on them by faith. God’s promises are given to carry us through the 

Jordan rivers of life, not necessarily to remove them but to enable us to step out in faith to cross them. They are not given 

so we can avoid or go around, but so we can cross them victoriously. 
  
How do we claim and act on those promises? How do we make those promises a part of our lives? 
  
(3) Strength and courage come through daily Renewal in God’s Principles (1:7-8). 
Successful ministry according to a biblical definition of success is ultimately related to solid Bible teaching and study 

rather than to our human methods, techniques, and strategies which too often resort to pressure, coercion, and 

manipulation in order to achieve our own agendas or results.  
  
The Word is intrinsically powerful and able to produce godly change in believers’ lives as it motivates, encourages, gives 

hope and direction, and exposes us to both our needs and God’s provision. The Word has been given to us to establish a 

communicative relationship with God. It is a means of fellowship with Him. But this takes time, quality time and 

diligence. Note the emphasis on this in these verses. “To do according to all the Law…; do not turn from it …” (vs. 7),  

“but you shall meditate on it day and night …” (vs. 8).  
  
What’s our tendency? The average person today wants a quick fix—three easy steps. We want God to do it now. But this 

kind of approach does not develop a relationship with the Lord. Relationship with God, knowing Him, as with any rela-

tionship, takes time. It is this that provides us with success in ministry and in life, wherever we go and in whatever we do. 
  
The Warning: Joshua was warned or cautioned in three things: 

 To “be careful” warns against danger, calls for prudence, observation or careful scrutiny, and conscientiousness (cf. 

Eph. 5:15). 

 To “do according to all” points to the concept of the whole counsel of the Word.  

 To “not to turn from it” points to the concept of the Scripture as our objective index or standard and warns against 

moral relativity.  
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 The Process: Joshua was to do three things with regard to the Scriptures: 

 The Law was not to depart from his mouth; he was to talk about it (cf. Deut. 6:7). This would be a means of staying 

occupied with God’s thoughts and ways.  

 He was to meditate on it day and night; he was to think about it constantly (cf. Ps. 1:2; 119:97). In order to be able to 

talk about it and apply it, one must know it and see how it applies. We must have it on our mind and heart to fortify, 

encourage, and direct. 

 He was to do everything written in it; he was to conduct his life in obedience to all its commands (cf. Ezra 7:10; 

James 1:22-25). 
  
(4) Strength and courage come through Reckoning on God’s Person and presence (1:9). 
Last, but certainly not least is the promise of the ever watchful and protective presence of God. There is no situation, no 

problem or enemy that we ever face alone. The Lord is always there as our constant support and supply. If we are 

concerned about our ministries or anything else, we can be absolutely sure God is infinitely more concerned than we are. 

Our need is simply to walk in the light of His presence and to count on His guidance, support, supply, and care by keeping 

our focus on Him (Heb. 12:1-2). 
  
“Have I not commanded you.” What’s the important point here? It’s the source of the command and the promises. The ‘I’ 

refers to Yahweh. So note what follows. 
  
“For the Lord (Yahweh) your God (Elohim) is with you wherever you go.” These words stress the nature of the one who 

gave the command. They focus our attention on who and what God is like. One of the secrets to boldness and courage is 

an awareness of God’s provision and presence, especially His presence as the one who has promised to never leave us.  
  
Compare John 20:19 and the fear of the disciples before they experienced the presence of the resurrected Christ with the 

promise of His never-ending presence (cf. Matt. 28:18-20) with the boldness they displayed in Acts 4:13-20. What made 

the difference in the disciples? These were men who were now confident of Christ’s presence (Matt. 28:18-20), knew 

God’s will, His word, and who were filled with God’s Spirit (cf. Acts 4:8). When the Holy Spirit is in control of a man’s 

life and is instructing him in God’s Word, He imparts not “a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline”: 
  
“For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline (2 Timothy 1:7). 
  
“Timidity” is  deilia meaning cowardice, the opposite of courage. “Power” is dunamis, the ability to do what we should. 

“Love” is agaph, a mental attitude of sacrificial concern for others. This means the motivation and ability to make tough 

choices. “Discipline” is swfronismos meaning sound-mind thinking, a product of biblical understanding, which holds our 

fears in check, changes values and priorities, and gives courage and decisiveness. 
  
In Hebrews 13:1-3, the author reminded his readers of the need of ministry to the saints. For instance he wrote, “let love 

of the brethren continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, …” God wants us to be ministering people and 

this takes courage and obedience, and sometimes means sacrifices. So also, he cautions us concerning our values and our 

sources of security and then reminds us of the promise of the presence and supply of God. 
  
Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will 

never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you,” so that we confidently say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid. 

What shall man do to me?” (Heb. 13:5-6) 
  
As we face the challenges and opportunities and calling of God, let’s remember these promises of God to Joshua. With the 

call of God to service there is always the matching provision of God. The problem lies not with the Lord, but with our 

responsibility to follow the Lord’s admonitions as given to Joshua. 
  
It’s one thing to say to a leader, “Be strong! Be very courageous!” and quite something else to enable him to do it. 

Joshua’s strength and courage would come from meditating on the Word of God, believing its promises, and obeying its 

precepts. This was the counsel Moses had given to all the people (Deut. 11:1-9), and now God was applying it specifically 

to Joshua. 
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During the years of his leadership, Moses kept a written record of God’s words and acts and committed this record to the 

care of the priests (Deut. 31:9). He wrote in it a reminder to Joshua to wipe out the Amalekites (Ex. 17:14). Among other 

things, the “Book of the Law” included “the Book of the Covenant” (24:4, 7), a record of the journeys of the people from 

Egypt to Canaan (Num. 33:2), special regulations dealing with inheritance (36:13), and the song that Moses taught the 

people (Deut. 31:19).  
  
Moses kept adding material to this record until it included everything God wanted in it (v. 24). We have reason to believe 

the entire five Books of Moses (Genesis through Deuteronomy) comprised “the Book of the Law,” the greatest legacy 

Moses could leave to his successor. 
  
But it wasn’t enough for the priests to carry and guard this precious book; Joshua had to take time to read it daily and 

make it a part of his inner person by meditating on it (Ps. 1:2; 119:97; see Deut. 17:18-20). The Hebrew word translated 

“meditate” means “to mutter.” It was the practice of the Jews to read Scripture aloud (Acts 8:26-40) and talk about it to 

themselves and to one another (Deut. 6:6-9).  
  
This explains why God warned Joshua that the Book of the Law was not to depart out of his mouth (Josh. 1:8). It has been 

said, “If you don’t talk to your Bible, your Bible isn’t likely to talk to you!” 
  
In the life of the Christian believer, prosperity and success aren’t to be measured by the standards of the world. These 

blessings are the by-products of a life devoted to God and His Word. If you set out on your own to become prosperous 

and successful, you may achieve your goal and live to regret it. “In whatever man does without God,” wrote Scottish 

novelist George MacDonald, “he must fail miserably, or succeed more miserably.”  
  
The questions God’s people need to ask are: Did we obey the will of God? Were we empowered by the Spirit of God? Did 

we serve to the glory of God? If we can answer yes to these questions, then our ministry has been successful in God’s 

eyes, no matter what people may think. 
  
God’s commandments are still God’s enablements for those who obey Him by faith. Gabriel’s words to Mary are as true 

today as when he spoke them in Nazareth: “For with God nothing shall be impossible” (Luke 1:37). I especially like the 

translation of this verse found in the American Standard Version (1901): “For no word from God shall be void of power.” 

The very word that God speaks has in it the power of fulfillment if we will but trust and obey! 
  
In the years to come, whenever Joshua faced an enemy and was tempted to be afraid, he would remember that he was a 

man with a divine commission—and his fears would vanish. Whenever things went wrong and he was tempted to be 

dismayed, he would recall God’s command—and take new courage. Like Moses before him, and Samuel and David after 

him, Joshua had a divine mandate to serve the Lord and do His will—and that mandate was sufficient to carry him 

through. 
  
Joshua Speaks to the People (1:10-15) 
(Joshua 1:10-15 NIV)  So Joshua ordered the officers of the people: {11} "Go through the camp and tell the people, 'Get 

your supplies ready. Three days from now you will cross the Jordan here to go in and take possession of the land the 

LORD your God is giving you for your own.'" {12} But to the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, 

Joshua said, {13} "Remember the command that Moses the servant of the LORD gave you: 'The LORD your God is giving 

you rest and has granted you this land.' {14} Your wives, your children and your livestock may stay in the land that Moses 

gave you east of the Jordan, but all your fighting men, fully armed, must cross over ahead of your brothers. You are to 

help your brothers {15} until the LORD gives them rest, as he has done for you, and until they too have taken possession 

of the land that the LORD your God is giving them. After that, you may go back and occupy your own land, which Moses 

the servant of the LORD gave you east of the Jordan toward the sunrise." 
  
The nation of Israel was so organized that Moses could quickly communicate with the people through his officers who 

formed a chain of command (Deut. 1:15). Moses didn’t assemble the leaders to ask for their advice but to give them God’s 

orders. There are times when leaders must consult with their officers, but this was not one of them. God had spoken, His 

will was clear, and the nation had to be ready to obey. 
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Forty years before, at Kadesh Barnea, the nation had known the will of God but refused to obey it (Num. 13). Why? 

Because they believed the report of the ten spies instead of believing the commandment of God and obeying by faith. Had 

they listened to Caleb and Joshua—the minority report—they would have spared themselves those difficult years of 

wandering in the wilderness. There is a place in Christian service for godly counsel, but a committee report is no 

substitute for the clear commandment of God. 
  
Instead of the command to prepare food, you would have expected Joshua to say, “Prepare boats so we can cross the 

Jordan River.” Joshua didn’t try to second-guess God and work things out for himself. He knew that the God who opened 

the Red Sea could also open the Jordan River. He and Caleb had been present when God delivered the nation from Egypt, 

and they had confidence that God would work on their behalf again. 
  
Though he trusted God for a miracle, Joshua still had to prepare for the everyday necessities of life. In modern armies the 

Quartermaster Corps sees to it that the soldiers have food and other necessities of life; but Israel didn’t have a 

Quartermaster Corps. Each family and clan had to provide its own food. The manna was still falling each morning (Ex. 

16) and wouldn’t stop until Israel was in their land (Josh. 5:11-12). But it was important that the people stayed strong 

because they were about to begin a series of battles for possession of their Promised Land. 
  
Note that Joshua’s words to his leaders were words of faith and encouragement. “You shall pass over! You shall possess 

the land! The Lord will give it to you!” Joshua had made a similar speech forty years before, but that generation of leaders 

wouldn’t listen. Now that generation was dead and the new generation was ready to believe God and conquer the land. 
  
It’s unfortunate but true that sometimes the only way a ministry can move forward is by conducting a few funerals. The 

older we get, the more danger there is that we’ll get set in our ways and become “sanctified obstructionists”; but it doesn’t 

have to happen.  
  
Caleb and Joshua were the oldest men in the camp, and yet they were enthusiastic about trusting God and entering the 

land. It isn’t a matter of age; it’s a matter of faith; and faith comes from meditating on the Word of God (1:8; Rom. 

10:17). How I thank God for the “senior saints” who have been a part of my ministry and have encouraged me to trust the 

Lord and move forward. 
  
Joshua had a special word for the two and a half tribes that lived on the other side of Jordan and had already received their 

inheritance (Num. 32). He reminded them of Moses’ words of instruction and warning (21:21-35; Deut. 3:12-20) and 

urged them to keep the promise they had made. Joshua was concerned that Israel be a united people in conquering the 

land and in worshiping the Lord. The two and a half tribes did keep their promise to help conquer the land, but they still 

created a problem for Joshua and Israel because they lived on the other side of the Jordan (Josh. 22). 
  
In the nation of Israel it was the able men twenty years and older who went out to war (Num. 1:3); and the record shows 

that the two and a half tribes had 136,930 men available (26:7, 18, 34). But only 40,000 men actually crossed the Jordan 

and fought in the Promised Land (Josh. 4:13). The rest of the recruits stayed to protect the women and children in the 

cities the tribes had taken in the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead (32:1-5, 16-19). When the soldiers returned home, 

they shared the spoils of war with their brothers (Josh. 22:6-8). 
  
It was a concession on Moses’ part to allow the two and a half tribes to live outside the Promised Land. The tribes liked 

the land there because it was “a place for cattle” (Num. 32:1, 4, 16). It seems that they would rather have big flocks and 

herds than dwell with their brothers and sisters in the inheritance God had given them. They are willing to serve the Lord 

and help their brethren for a time; but when their appointed job is finished, they head for home to do what they want to do. 
  
The key note of earlier verses and comments was God’s revelation to Joshua concerning His promises, His purposes for 

the nation, the great principles of the Law, and His abiding presence. This forms the backdrop, the motivation and 

inspiration for this section and all that follows. Now, in verses 10-15, Joshua speaks to the people to act on the revelation 

and promises of God.  
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Here the key note is Joshua’s immediate and obedient response regardless of the obstacles that lay before them. There is 

in this section a note of urgency, certainty, expectancy, and faith in Joshua’s commands to the people. As God had 

commanded the new leader was taking charge and following the Lord’s orders with confidence. 
  
(1) He did so immediately, without delay or procrastination. There is an old adage, “strike while the iron is hot.” The 

longer we delay, the more reluctant we are to comply with God’s requirements. Delay is dangerous to our spiritual lives 

and can lead to hardening against God’s directives. Delay can also be disobedience. Procrastination can evidence a lack of 

heart for God’s call and a lack of concern for God’s glory and God’s people. Psalm 119:60, “I hastened and did not delay 

to keep Thy commandments.” 
  
(2) He did so with confidence showing faith in the Lord and courage to tackle the task that lay before him. Such 

immediate response shows faith in the Word and confidence in the Lord. 
  
(3) He did so with a clear understanding of what they faced. This brings out the element of his courage even more. 

First, by his own experience he understood what they faced, for forty years earlier he was one of twelve spies who had 

had been sent to search out the land. He could have remembered with pessimism the negative report of the ten and 

anticipated the same kind of response from the new generation. But Joshua’s eyes were solidly on the Lord. Too often we 

undermine our focus on the Lord and His power by thinking about all the negatives, about what might happen if we move 

forward. Second, Joshua may have also known what they were facing through the report of the two spies he sent into the 

land in chapter 2, which probably occurred before the command of verse 11.[2]  
  
Regardless, Joshua and the people faced a situation that in many ways paralleled the dilemma Moses and the Israelites had 

faced at the Red Sea (Ex. 14). “In each case, the obstacle occurred at the beginning of the leader’s ministry. Both were 

impossible to solve through natural means. Both demanded implicit and absolute dependence upon a miracle-working 

God.”[3]  
  
After forty years of wandering, thinking they had at last come to the Promised Land, they find the river overflowing its 

banks (3:15). They faced what was for them an insurmountable difficulty. Life is like that isn’t it? So often when our 

hopes are high, when things seem to be going our way, suddenly, problems loom up out of nowhere and we seem to be 

looking at an impossible crossing. But all things are possible for God who works all things together for those who love 

Him (see Gen. 18:14; Jer. 32:17; Matt. 19:26; Luke 1:37; 18:27). 
  
(Genesis 18:14 NIV)  Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to you at the appointed time next year and Sarah 

will have a son." 
  
(Jeremiah 32:17 NIV)  "Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and 

outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you. 
  
(Matthew 19:26 NIV)  Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." 
  
(Luke 1:37 NIV)  For nothing is impossible with God." 
  
(Luke 18:27 NIV)  Jesus replied, "What is impossible with men is possible with God." 
  
Two matters had to be taken care of before they could cross the Jordan. Later, in 3:1f, Joshua will give specifics on how 

the Jordan must be crossed, but first, as a good leader, he responsibly surveys the situation and sees two things that need 

to be done. 
  
Logistical Planning: Provisions Had to be Gathered (1:11) 
(Joshua 1:11 NIV)  "Go through the camp and tell the people, 'Get your supplies ready. Three days from now you will 

cross the Jordan here to go in and take possession of the land the LORD your God is giving you for your own.'" 
  
The food gathered here is that which had been taken as spoils of their conquests through the wilderness. The manna was 

still available, but it could not be kept overnight without spoiling. They would be on the march moving from Shittim to 
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the banks of the Jordan which was only about eight miles, but because of the number of people and all that was involved, 

they evidently would not be able to gather the manna. 
  
Analogy: The issue here is sustenance in order to be able to cross over and possess their possessions and handle the battles 

they would face by faith in the Lord’s power. So likewise, we need to be nourished on the Words of the faith so we can 

continue to enter into our blessings in Christ (cf. 1 Tim. 4:6f and Heb. 3:7-19). 
  
Strategic Planning: A Reminder of Responsibilities (1:12-15) 
(Joshua 1:12-15 NIV)  But to the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said, {13} "Remember 

the command that Moses the servant of the LORD gave you: 'The LORD your God is giving you rest and has granted you 

this land.' {14} Your wives, your children and your livestock may stay in the land that Moses gave you east of the Jordan, 

but all your fighting men, fully armed, must cross over ahead of your brothers. You are to help your brothers {15} until 

the LORD gives them rest, as he has done for you, and until they too have taken possession of the land that the LORD 

your God is giving them. After that, you may go back and occupy your own land, which Moses the servant of the LORD 

gave you east of the Jordan toward the sunrise." 
  
In verses 12-14, Joshua reminds the tribes of Gad, Reuben, and the half tribe of Manasseh of their previous promises and 

responsibilities (Num. 32:16-32; Deut. 3:12-20). In this, we see a key to Joshua’s success.  
  
(1) He was obeying his commission to “be careful to do according to all the law of Moses.” He was remembering and 

seeking to live by the principles and promises of the Word. Compare 1:13, “Remember the word which Moses … 

commanded you.” This had become the Word for Israel.  
  
(2) He reminded the people of the Word. His authority for his challenge to these two-and-a-half tribes was the Word of 

the Lord. 
  
“This was no natural prudence or a spirit of expediency which actuated Joshua to seek their co-operation.”[4] And it was 

not merely a matter of seeking more help because they would be insufficient without more resources. It was not asking 

this as a favor to himself. No, the appeal and authority came from the facts of the commands of the Word of God. 

Servants of God must learn to lean on the power of the Word to motivate and minister to others and to accomplish God’s 

purposes. 
  
In principle however, this order from Moses and enacted here by Joshua was promoting the concept of the people of God 

as team. Here he was delegating specific tasks to these people. Each person was needed and each needed to do his part. 

They would act as shock troops going before their brothers. 
  
There is also here another factor. In the words of verse 13b, “The Lord your God gives you rest, and will give you this 

land” followed by the words of verse 15, “until the Lord gives your brothers rest, as He gives you, …” Joshua was 

reminding them of their obligation to their people and placing an additional obligation on them based on gratitude for 

what God had already done for them.  
  
The People’s Response (1:16-18) 
(Joshua 1:16-18 NIV)  Then they answered Joshua, "Whatever you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you 

send us we will go. {17} Just as we fully obeyed Moses, so we will obey you. Only may the LORD your God be with you as 

he was with Moses. {18} Whoever rebels against your word and does not obey your words, whatever you may command 

them, will be put to death. Only be strong and courageous!" 
  
The pronoun “they” probably refers to all the officers Joshua had addressed and not to the leaders of the two and a half 

tribes alone. What an encouragement they were to their new leader! 
  
To begin with, they encouraged him by assuring him of their complete obedience (vv. 16-17a). “Command us and we will 

obey! Send us and we will go!” These officers had no hidden agendas, and they asked for no concessions. They would 

obey all his commands and go wherever he would send them. We could use that kind of commitment in the church today! 
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Too many times we are like the men described in Luke 9:57-62, each of whom put something personal ahead of following 

the Lord. 
  
In his novel The Marquis of Lossie, author George MacDonald has one of the characters say, “I find the doing of the will 

of God leaves me no time for disputing about His plan.” That’s the attitude Joshua’s officers displayed. They were not so 

attached to Moses that they put him above Joshua. God had appointed both Moses and Joshua, and to disobey the servant 

was to disobey the Master. Joshua didn’t have to explain or defend his orders. He simply had to give the orders, and the 

men would obey them. 
  
The officers encouraged Joshua by praying for him (v. 17). “The Lord thy God be with thee, as he was with Moses.” The 

best thing we can do for those who lead us is to pray for them daily and ask God to be with them. Joshua was a trained 

man with vast experience, but that was no guarantee of success. No Christian worker succeeds to the glory of God apart 

from prayer. “Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?” asked Corrie Ten Boom, a question that especially applies 

to those in places of leadership. When Joshua did not pause to seek the mind of God, he failed miserably (Josh. 7 and 9); 

and so will we. 
  
They encouraged Joshua by assuring him that their obedience was a matter of life or death (1:18). They took his 

leadership and their responsibilities seriously. Later, Achan didn’t take Joshua’s orders seriously, and he was killed (Acts 

7:15).  
  
“But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46, NKJV) If God’s people today saw 

obedience to Christ a matter of life or death, it would make a big difference in our ministry to a lost world. We obey the 

Lord’s orders if we feel like it, if it’s convenient, and if we can get something out of it. With soldiers like that, Joshua 

would never have conquered the Promised Land! 
  
Finally, they encouraged him by reminding him of the Word of God (v. 18b). Moses told Joshua to “be ye of good 

courage” when he sent him and the other men into Canaan to spy out the land (Num. 13:20). Moses repeated the words 

when he installed Joshua as his successor (Deut. 31:7, 23). These words were written in the Book of the Law, and Joshua 

was commanded to read that Book and meditate on it day and night (Josh. 1:8). 
  
Four times in this chapter you find the words “be strong and of good courage” (vv. 6-7, 9, 18). If we are to conquer the 

enemy and claim our inheritance in Christ, we must have spiritual strength and spiritual courage. “Be strong in the Lord, 

and in the power of His might” (Eph. 6:10). 
  
The first step toward winning the battle and claiming our inheritance is to let God encourage us and then for us to 

encourage others. A discouraged army is never victorious. 
  
“See, the Lord your God has given you the land. Go up and take possession of it as the Lord, the God of your fathers, told 

you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged” (Deut. 1:21, NIV). 
  
Be strong! The battle is the Lord’s! 
  
In any successful enterprise of God’s people, the leaders must have the support of the people if the work is going to fly. 

We might title this section, Joshua’s Encouragement. He had honored God’s Word and now God was honoring Joshua by 

moving the people to respond. It is tremendously encouraging to leaders and people alike when people respond to the 

Word with obedience and commitment. By the same token, it can be discouraging to see the opposite. In such times, both 

the leaders and the people must continue to trust the Lord, examine their ministries, and look to the Lord to move them to 

obedience rather than resort to some form of manipulation or coercion. 
  
The people were not only willing to obey, but they were willing to deal with any disobedience in their midst because of 

the demoralizing effect on others and the dishonor it brings to the Lord. This is always crucial for any people of God.  
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Application: This illustrates the need for the careful and loving application of church discipline in the body. Such is never 

easy. It requires real commitment, and must always be done with a view to reconciliation and to recover a sinning 

believer. 
  
The statement, “only may the Lord your God be with you, as He was with Moses,” can be taken in two ways. It may be 

taken as a condition or as a wish or prayer. If it is taken as a condition, they were saying they wanted to see clear evidence 

that Joshua was being led of the Lord, that he was truly God’s man walking with the Lord. If it is taken as a prayer or 

wish, it demonstrated their recognition of this need if they were to be successful. It stated the fact they recognized they 

were all insufficient for the task, but that the Lord was sufficient. They needed a leader who was in touch with the living 

God. 
  
Application: In this we see the need for God’s leaders to be examples to the flock (Heb. 13:7). People need and want to 

see mature spiritual reality in their leaders.  
  
It was because of this that Paul encouraged Timothy with the following words: 
1 Timothy 4:11-16: “Prescribe and teach these things. 12 Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in 

speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe. 13 Until I come, give attention to 

the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching. 14 Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was 

bestowed upon you through prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands by the presbytery. 15 Take pains with these 

things; be absorbed in them, so that your progress may be evident to all. 16 Pay close attention to yourself and to your 

teaching; persevere in these things; for as you do this you will insure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear 

you.” 

 
[1] J. Oswald Sanders, Spiritual Leadership, Moody Press, 1967, pp. 78-79. 
[2] What is described in 3:2 may be the same as in 1:11 or may have followed it. 
[3] D.K. Campbell, Joshua: Leader Under Fire, Victor Books, Wheaton, 1981, p. 12.  
[4] Arthur Pink, Gleanings in Joshua, Moody Press, Chicago, 1964, p. 50.  
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Studies in the Life of Joshua 

#3:  Preparing to Enter the Land  Joshua 2:1-24 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Humanly speaking, how difficult was the task that confronted Joshua and the people with regard to entering the land of 

Canaan? What were some of the obstacles Joshua and the people faced? As the leader, Joshua faced following in the steps 

of a leader like Moses and leading a stubborn, stiff-necked group of people. All of them together faced fortified cities, 

giants, and a flooded Jordan. Everything Joshua and the people were called to do, humanly speaking, was far beyond their 

ability. From the crossing of the swollen and turbulent waters of the Jordan to conquering the fierce, powerful, ungodly 

people who occupied the land.  
  
Regardless of these obstacles, by believing the promises of God, by applying the principles of God’s Word, and by 

counting on the presence of God’s person, Joshua courageously moved ahead and secretly sent two men to spy out the 

land to gather needed strategic and tactical information that any military commander would need to plan a successful 

strategy for taking the land.  
  
Joshua Sends Out the Spies (2:1a) 
(Joshua 2:1 NIV)  Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. "Go, look over the land," he said, 

"especially Jericho."  
  
We might wonder, why Joshua sent out the spies. Was this necessary if he was really trusting in the Lord? After all, had 

not God promised Joshua that He would give him success? Why didn’t he just go ahead knowing God would somehow 

supply? After all, the battle is the Lord’s … isn’t it? 
  
Joshua had the precedent of the leadership and example of Moses for this action, an action which was the result of God’s 

own command in Numbers 13:1-2 
(Numbers 13:1-2 NIV)  The LORD said to Moses, {2} "Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, which I am giving 

to the Israelites. From each ancestral tribe send one of its leaders." 
  
By application, Joshua was living and acting on the precepts of Scripture as he was commanded in 1:7-8 
(Joshua 1:7-8 NIV)  Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not 

turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. {8} Do not let this Book of the Law 

depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you 

will be prosperous and successful. 
  
While Joshua had the promise of God’s deliverance, he had not been given instruction on just how God would defeat the 

enemies they would face. As a wise military leader, he was simply gathering information concerning the layout of the 

enemies defenses, the condition of their moral, and other factors that would be important to any military campaign. 

Moreover he was not to presume on the Lord. He was to trust the Lord implicitly, but in that trust, he was also to use the 

resources God gave him: the training, the men, and the wisdom he had gained. 
  
(Matthew 4:6-7 NIV)  "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written: "'He will command his 

angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'" {7} 

Jesus answered him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" 
  
Principle: Faith in the Lord’s provision should never lead to presuming on God’s decrees or sovereign actions, our 

intuitive feelings, or on our wants and desires. Faith looks for the principles of Scripture that might be applicable, gathers 

information or the facts needed in making wise decisions, and then, based on biblical principles and the facts known, 

moves ahead trusting in the provision and directions of the Lord (cf. Luke 14:31)  "Or suppose a king is about to go to 

war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the 

one coming against him with twenty thousand?). If the Lord wants to intervene in some miraculous way as with Jericho, 

that’s great, but we should never presume on His sovereign ways. 
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Why the secrecy? Obviously, the spies were to go into the land secretly, as spies do. Here, the reference to secrecy had to 

do with the people of Israel. He did not inform them that he was sending in the spies. Nehemiah did similarly when he 

surveyed Jerusalem. Joshua was acting on behalf of God’s purposes and in the peoples’ best interests.  
  
This was done partly in order that the Canaanites might not hear of it, and partly in order that, if the report should prove 

unfavourable, the people might not be thrown into despair, as they had been before in the time of Moses. He remembered 

the evil report of the spies from the preceding generation and the way this disheartened the people. People are people and 

he didn’t want them to unnecessarily get their eyes on the problems. 
  
Principle: Sometimes it is wise for the leaders to do what is needed to keep the eyes of their people on the Lord and His 

promises rather than on the problems. The need is to encourage one another. We sometimes have to face the problems, but 

we must learn to do so through the eyes of faith in God’s person, promises, principles, and purposes. This was a matter of 

discretion and God’s leading through studying and knowing what was best in this particular situation. Sometimes it is 

good to call everyone’s attention to the problems, other times it is not. 
  
Note the text says, “especially Jericho” which shows us Joshua was particularly interested in this city. Why? Jericho lay 

just five miles on the other side of the Jordan and was one of the most formidable fortresses in the land. Conquering this 

city would not only give them a strong foothold into the land, but conquering Jericho would literally split the forces of the 

Canaanites by coming into Canaan in the middle hindering their communication and supply lines. This would have a 

further demoralizing effect on the rest of the inhabitants. 
  
Principle: Again, this illustrates how after praying for wisdom, we all need to assess and evaluate our own situations: 

Where we are, where we need to go, God’s calling on our lives, our gifts and talents, our weaknesses, hindrances, and the 

circumstances and forces we are facing. Then, based on this information, establish plans, goals and objectives along with 

priorities and attack the problem accordingly, all the while resting in God’s intervention and direction (see Prov. 16:1f). 

Start with the things that are the most important and work on them one by one. This includes our personal life (spiritual 

needs, physical needs, educational needs), our family life (relationships, spiritual needs, etc. as a family), our church life 

and personal calling and so on. 
  
The Spies Received by Rahab (2:1b) 
1b: So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there. 
  
Someone has said well that nature forms us, sin deforms us, prisons try to reform us, education tries to inform us, but it is 

the power of Christ that can transform us. 
  
The God whom we worship is the God of grace. No where is it more evident than in His Word. We see the grace of God 

in action in the life of Rahab, a prostitute.  
  
Rahab is mentioned eight times in Scripture (Josh. 2:1, 3; 6:17, 23, 25; Matt. 1:5; Hebrews 11:31; James 2:25),  
(Joshua 2:1 NIV)  Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. "Go, look over the land," he said, 

"especially Jericho." So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there. 
  
(Joshua 2:3 NIV)  So the king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: "Bring out the men who came to you and entered 

your house, because they have come to spy out the whole land." 
  
(Joshua 6:17 NIV)  The city and all that is in it are to be devoted to the LORD. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are 

with her in her house shall be spared, because she hid the spies we sent. 
  
(Joshua 6:23 NIV)  So the young men who had done the spying went in and brought out Rahab, her father and mother and 

brothers and all who belonged to her. They brought out her entire family and put them in a place outside the camp of 

Israel. 
  
(Joshua 6:25 NIV)  But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her, because she hid 

the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho--and she lives among the Israelites to this day. 
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(Matthew 1:5 NIV)  Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was 

Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse, 
  
(Hebrews 11:31 NIV)  By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were 

disobedient. 
  
(James 2:25 NIV)  In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she 

gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 
  
In six of these occurrences, her name is found with a specific descriptive noun. Do you know what it is? It is “harlot.” 

Why did the men go in to a harlot? Is there anything we can learn from this?  
  
This has created problems for many. To remove this stigma because her name is listed among the ancestors of the Savior 

in Matthew 1:5, it has even been argued that she was not a harlot, but was only an ‘innkeeper.’ When Josephus wrote his 

twenty volume history of the Jews back in the first century, he substituted the word "innkeeper" for "harlot" when he 

wrote about Rahab. Some modern commentators suggest that Rahab was a cult prostitute who plied her trade in the 

temple of the Canaanite gods, as though that elevated her to a higher level of bad behavior. 
  
Only two women are personally named in Hebrews 11, “The Hall of Fame of Faith”: Sarah, the wife of Abraham (v. 11), 

and Rahab, the harlot of Jericho (v. 31). 
  
Sarah was a godly woman, the wife of the founder of the Hebrew race; and God used her dedicated body to bring Isaac 

into the world. But Rahab was an ungodly Gentile who worshiped pagan gods and sold her body for money. Humanly 

speaking, Sarah and Rahab had nothing in common. But from the divine viewpoint, Sarah and Rahab shared the most 

important thing in life: They both had exercised saving faith in the true and living God. 
  
In Hebrews 11:31 Rahab, not Joshua is the person whose faith is honored. Matthew 1:5, 6 informs us she married Salmon. 

She is the great-grandmother of King David! She was ancestor of Joseph, husband of Mary the mother of Jesus. Wow! 

What a savior!  
James 2:21, 25 reads: "Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? . . . 

In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by 

another way?"  
  
Scripture is absolutely clear that we are saved by grace alone through faith, and that not of ourselves; it is the gift of God. 

"Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God." "Not of works, lest any man should boast."  
  
God doesn't say clean up your act and then I will save you. That is legalism. God approaches the lost sinner and begins 

working in his heart. God seeks the lost to save them. God is interested in sinners, not self-righteous people. Rahab is a 

sinner. Her situation was desperate before God. She was headed for certain eternal destruction in that state.  
  
Not only does the Bible associate Rahab with Sarah; but in James 2:21-26, it also associates her with Abraham. James 

used both Abraham and Rahab to illustrate the fact that true saving faith always proves itself by good works. 
  
But there’s more: The Bible associates Rahab with the Messiah! When you read the genealogy of the Lord Jesus Christ in 

Matthew 1, you find Rahab’s name listed there (v. 5), along with Jacob, David, and the other famous people in the 

messianic line. She has certainly come a long way from being a pagan prostitute to being an ancestress of the Messiah! 

“But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound” (Rom. 5:20). 
  
But keep in mind that the most important thing about Rahab was her faith. That’s the most important thing about any 

person, for “without faith it is impossible to please Him [God]” (Heb. 11:6). Not everything that is called “faith” is really 

true faith, the kind of faith that is described in the Bible.  
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"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." God was at work in the heart of this pagan woman before the spies 

arrived! God strangely moved her heart. Where was God at work in Canaan? Right here in Rahab's heart. He set up His 

camp in the heart of a prostitute.  
  
The Canaanites in Jericho were pagans. The city of Jericho was inhabited since about 8000 B.C. and it was located six 

miles west of the Jordan on a rich oasis. Archaeologists have discovered that the city was surrounded by double walls 

twelve feet between them. Simple houses were built on top of the timbers laid on top and spread between the two walls. 

When the city was destroyed by Joshua the walls fell outward and down.  
  
The inhabitants were immoral, offered child sacrifices, priestesses were temple prostitutes, Sodomites were male temple 

prostitutes, etc. The Temples of Baal, Ashtoreth and other Canaanites were centers of vice. Baal was the principal god of 

the Canaanites, and his wife Ashtoreth was their goddess. She was the personification of the reproductive principle in 

nature. Her Babylonian name was Ishtar, Astarte her Greek name.  
  
What made Canaanite worship of Baal so appealing to Israel was it was held to be the god of the weather and fertile crops. 

The worship of these Canaanite gods consisted of extravagant orgies in their vice centered temples. Immoral indulgence 

was a means of worship for the pagan Canaanites, and they murdered their first–born children as a sacrifice to the same 

gods.  
  
One archaeological find revealed a number of jars containing the remains of children and new born babes who had been 

sacrificed to Baal. 
  
More than likely, the two spies met her in the street where she could have been practicing her trade or perhaps, hearing of 

them, she was out looking for them as though she were drumming up customers as was the custom of a harlot (cf. Prov. 

7:6-23). At this time she had come to believe that Israel’s God was the true God, but living in this totally decadent culture, 

it is unlikely she had such understanding of the Law of Moses. 
  
Rahab may have recognized the men as strangers, and because the whole city was on alert to the possibility of spies, and 

because of her convictions about the God of Israel, she may have concluded they were Israelites and invited them into her 

house for protection. 
  
This wonderfully illustrates God’s grace. He is no respecter of persons. He accepts and forgives us not because of what 

we are or might be, but because of His Son, because of what He would do and now has done and will do through those 

who trust Him and act in faith. It matters not what we were or have been. What matters is who Jesus Christ is, what He 

has done, and whether or not we will put our trust in Him through baptism for remission of sins. 
  
This also points to God’s sovereign control over the affairs of men and how He directs the steps of those who rest in His 

provision or are looking to know Him better. God had worked in Rahab’s heart, He knew her faith, her longing to know 

God and perhaps even to become a part of God’s people, so God sovereignly worked and  brought the spies and Rahab 

together for their protection and her blessing.  
  
God could have made the spies invisible or smote the people with blindness or used angels, but He chose to use two men 

and one woman walking by faith with courage to act on their convictions and  He chose to use the more normal 

circumstances of life.  
  
Principle: In order for us to trust the Lord, are we looking for miracles, the sensational, and asking for out-of-the-ordinary 

experiences before we will step out and count for the Lord? Or are we willing to step out in the normal situations of life 

trusting God to use us and lead us to ordinary people whose hearts He has touched?  Note that Joshua is an interesting 

combination of the miraculous and the ordinary.  
  
The King Is Informed and Inquires About the Spies (2:2-3) 
(Joshua 2:2-3 NIV)  The king of Jericho was told, "Look! Some of the Israelites have come here tonight to spy out the 

land." {3} So the king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: "Bring out the men who came to you and entered your 

house, because they have come to spy out the whole land." 
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These verses indicate the whole city had been on alert and the spies were recognized and seen going into the home of 

Rahab. The fact the king did not tear down the door and storm into the house may have been a matter of oriental 

hospitality. They had great respect for hospitality even in this decadent city. In fact, Unger says, “Oriental custom accords 

an almost superstitious respect to a woman’s apartment.”[1]  
  
The king would have assumed that the spies were staying with Rahab. In antiquity too, as in modern times, prostitutes 

frequently were involved in intelligence activities. The king expected Rahab to do her patriotic duty and turn the spies in. 

The ancient law code of Hammurabi contains the following provision: “If felons are banded together in an ale-wife’s 

[prostitute’s or innkeeper’s] house and she has not haled [them] to the palace, that ale-wife shall be put to death” (S.R. 

Driver and J.C. Miles, The Babylonian Laws [Oxford: Clarendon, 1956], 2:45).[2]  
  
God is not looking for people of ability today. He is looking for availability. Just make yourself available! Do you 

remember why God could use these two spies? Because of their statement of Joshua 1:16 NIV)  Then they answered 

Joshua, "Whatever you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 
  
When you have that kind of spirit and attitude, god will use you. Tomorrow, why not pray like this: “God, if my heart is 

prepared and there is someone who needs to be encouraged or taught, someone who needs to be pointed to Jesus, use me.” 
  
Rahab Lies and Conceals the Spies (2:4-7) 
(Joshua 2:4-7 NIV)  But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, "Yes, the men came to me, but I did 

not know where they had come from. {5} At dusk, when it was time to close the city gate, the men left. I don't know which 

way they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them." {6} (But she had taken them up to the roof and 

hidden them under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the roof.) {7} So the men set out in pursuit of the spies on the road 

that leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut. 
  
In these verses Rahab conceals the spies, lies to protect the soldiers, and sends the soldiers of the king on a wild goose 

chase. Because to do otherwise was an act of treason and punishable by death, the king believed her to be loyal and didn’t 

even have her home searched.  
  
At this point, we would do well to look at two New Testament verses and one Old Testament verse:  
Hebrews 11:31 By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were disobedient, after she had welcomed 

the spies in peace.  
  
Rahab was an unlikely candidate for the faithfuls’ hall of fame. For one thing, she was a prostitute. For another, she was a 

Gentile, and a Canaanite at that. She was, in fact, an Amorite, a race that God had long before marked for destruction 

(Gen. 15:16). Yet that is how God’s grace works. His mercy is open to all who will receive it, and His grace has always 

been wider than Israel, even in Old Testament times. 
  
Rahab had no more light than any other inhabitant of Jericho; yet she believed, while the others disbelieved. They were 

more than simply unbelieving, they were disobedient. The implication is that they not only knew that the true God was 

with Israel but that He had also called them (that is, the Jerichoites) in some way. Yet they rejected God’s word. They had 

wanted to kill the Israelite spies, but Rahab had welcomed the spies in peace. They were prepared to fight Israel when 

she attacked the city, but Rahab again welcomed God’s people. For her faith, she and her family were spared. For their 

disbelief, all the others in the city were destroyed. 
  
The destruction of the Canaanites was as great a social as it was a spiritual gain to the welfare of humanity. They were a 

debauched, idolatrous, and wicked people. They were noted for their grossly immoral and perverted sexual practices as 

well as for their general cruelty. Among other things, they frequently put live babies in jars and built them into their city 

walls as foundation sacrifices. They were begging for judgment. 
  
In the midst of this pagan unbelief, Rahab believed, and confessed, “The LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and 

on earth beneath” (Josh. 2:11). And in the midst of barbaric cruelty, she was kind and welcomed the spies in peace. She 

staked her life on the fact that God had said He would save and protect His people, Israel, and she wanted to be on His 

side. She had faith’s courage. 
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 For her faithful courage Rahab not only was spared but was honored. She became the mother of Boaz, who married Ruth, 

the great-great-grandmother of David, and she thereby came to be an ancestor of Jesus (Matt. 1:5). 
  
James 2:25 And in the same way was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works, when she received the messengers and 

sent them out by another way? 
  
Joshua 6:17 And the city shall be under the ban, it and all that is in it belongs to the LORD; only Rahab the harlot and all 

who are with her in the house shall live, because she hid the messengers whom we sent. 
  
Why was Rahab saved? Because she had believed in the God of Israel. Hiding the messengers was an outworking of her 

faith. To hide the messengers was a calculated deception to protect them, just as many godly people hid Jews in European 

countries during World War II. 
  
First, what Rahab did was a matter of faith. She had come to believe that the God of Israel was indeed “God in heaven 

above and earth beneath” (2:11) and she is listed in the faith Hall of Fame chapter.  
  

The faith of Rahab was a simple faith. 
Is it not strange that God often finds faith in the most unlikely people, in the most unlikely places? We have in 

our story a heathen Canaanite believing God. In fact, Rahab becomes a model of faith. After hearing bits and 

pieces of what Israel's God was doing, Rahab became convinced in her mind that Jehovah God was the only true 

and living God. (Joshua 2:11) Her faith may have been simple but she responded to the word that she received. 
  
True faith, whether primitive or perfect, has to have something to stand on. Paul said, "Faith cometh by hearing 

and hearing by the word of God." As our foundation for faith today, I want to mention four things that the Word 

of God brings to us. 
1. It brings enlightenment. (Psalm 119:105)  

2. It brings encouragement. (I Peter 1:24)  

3. It brings establishment. (Psalm 119:11)  

4. It brings empowerment. (Col. 1:10-12)  

  
 You don't have to be a theologian to find God. Rahab heard of the marvelous wonders wrought by Jehovah. She 

became convinced in her heart this was the God she wanted to worship. Further, she fully believed that God 

would destroy the city of Jericho and she acted on what she believed. Simple Faith! 
  
The faith of Rahab was a singular faith. 
Jericho was not known for this kind of faith. You have a lone palm tree flourishing in a desert. Rahab stood alone 

against her pagan culture. We, too, live in a culture that is hostile to vital faith. We live in a world controlled by 

Satan. It is really stupid not to expect spiritual warfare while living in enemy territory.  
  
Rahab's singular faith is certainly a rebuke to those who give excuses for not trusting Christ. Have you heard 

these excuses? I trust that you are not making them. Here are four of them. 
1. I don't know very much about the Bible.  

2. I am too bad to be saved.  

3. I am afraid of what others think of me.  

4. There is too much to give up.  

  
The faith of Rahab was a self-denying faith. 
Rahab's faith was not perfect, but it was not something passive. The Bible commends her not for her falsehood, 

but for her faith. It was a faith which led to action. For one thing, she dared to risk her life for the protection of 

the spies. Her faith braves every danger in the way of duty. You can't help but admire this quality of faith. How 

few today are prepared to risk anything in the service of our Lord! We are creatures of comfort and security. 
  
The faith of Rahab was a sharing faith. 
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Faith is not something you enjoy, it's something you share. Can Christians enjoy their salvation without being 

deeply concerned for the salvation of their loved ones? Rahab was concerned not only about her own salvation, 

but about those who were dear to her. Let me add this extra note. To use the language of Joshua chapter two, 

Rahab wanted to get her family behind the "scarlet cord." Parents, let's make it our ambition to get our loved 

ones under the protection of the "scarlet cord." We can't lose even one.  
  
The faith of Rahab was a stable faith. 
Rahab made a life commitment. She made a decision to side with Israel against her own culture and country. 

Rahab never wavered. Her faith might have been simple but it stood the test. It stood firm in the midst of trouble. 

Let's leave Jericho and come to Hobe Sound. Where do you stand in your commitment to Christ? Make no 

mistake, somewhere along the line your faith will be tested. "Am I a soldier of the Cross, a follower of the Lamb, 

And shall I fear to own his cause, or blush to speak his name?" 
  
The faith of Rahab was a saving faith.  
There is an attempt by a number of commentators to soften the situation by arguing that Rahab was only an 

Innkeeper. She was not a bad person. But this does not hold up. The New Testament references support the 

conclusion that she was an immoral woman by all Bible standards. She was a prostitute. It is not our intent to 

play up her life of sin. We are not condoning her past. Neither does the Bible. It is our intent to glorify grace. 

"...Where sin abounded grace does much more abound."  
  
What is God trying to tell us? 

1. No one is beyond the reach of God's saving power.  

2. No one is ever saved by his personal merits or goodness.  

3. No one is ever saved because he is a Jew.  

  
The faith of Rahab was a sheltering faith. 
Thank God for the "scarlet cord." The avenging death angel of judgment came to Jericho. Destruction took place. 

It was a terrible scene. But there was one house, however, that was spared. It was the house where the scarlet 

cord was hanging from the window.  
  
Friends, there is a shelter in the time of storm. All believers are sheltered from the wrath of God by God's "scarlet 

cord" that symbolizes the blood of Jesus. We need to stay behind the "scarlet cord." Rahab did and she is 

shouting forever and saying, " I'm glad I put my lot with the people of God. I am glad for the scarlet cord." 
  
God specializes in taking lost sinners, saving them by His grace and then using them for His service. God did this 

for Rahab. Rahab is not the girl she used to be.  
  
Second, Rahab’s faith, which gave her strong convictions about God, caused her to act on her faith to the point of 

putting her life on the line.  
She knew eventually Israel would attack the city and destroy it because their God was the true God, and she wanted to be 

delivered. She did not know a lot about Israel’s God, His laws of righteousness, or the way of salvation, but she knew He 

was the supreme God. 
  
What about Rahab’s lie? Was it justified? Does Scripture condone it? Most commentaries approve of her faith, but 

disapprove of her lie. In essence, they approve of her hiding the spies, but not telling the lies.  
  
For instance:  
Dr. Campbell writes, “To excuse Rahab for indulging in a common practice is to condone what God condemns. … The lie 

of Rahab was recorded but not approved. The Bible approves her faith, demonstrated by good works, but not her 

falsehood.”[3]  
  
Dr. Unger writes, “Rahab’s lie, of course was morally wrong.”[4]  
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Pink agrees and says, “She failed to fully trust the Lord, and the fear of man brought a snare. He whose angels had smitten 

the men of Sodom with blindness (Gen. 19:11) and who had slain the fifty men sent to lay hands on His prophet (2 Kings 

1:9-12), could have prevented those officers finding the spies.”[5]  
  
But is this correct? What was she supposed to say? “If you think they are here, come on in and search the house.” Please 

note, this is a matter of warfare.  
  
In 6:17 Joshua explained that Rahab was to be spared because she hid the spies, and she did this as an ally.  
Note what Expositors Bible Commentary says: “Rahab lied as much in what she did as in what she said. Deception is an 

important strategy in warfare. Espionage would be impossible without it. When Rahab hid the spies, she sided with Israel 

against her own people. It was an act of treason!”[6]  
  
In preparation for D Day in World War II, we purposely let the Germans believe that we were going to invade France at 

Calais when our intention was to invade the beaches of Omaha and Utah at Cherbourg France.  
  
The Bible clearly condemns lying. Its commands forbid it, prophets condemn it, and godly people avoid doing it:  
(Exodus 20:16 NIV)  "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
  
(Jeremiah 9:4-9 NIV)  "Beware of your friends; do not trust your brothers. For every brother is a deceiver, and every 

friend a slanderer. {5} Friend deceives friend, and no one speaks the truth. They have taught their tongues to lie; they 

weary themselves with sinning. {6} You live in the midst of deception; in their deceit they refuse to acknowledge me," 

declares the LORD. {7} Therefore this is what the LORD Almighty says: "See, I will refine and test them, for what else 

can I do because of the sin of my people? {8} Their tongue is a deadly arrow; it speaks with deceit. With his mouth each 

speaks cordially to his neighbor, but in his heart he sets a trap for him. {9} Should I not punish them for this?" declares 

the LORD. "Should I not avenge myself on such a nation as this?" 
  
(Zechariah 8:16 NIV)  These are the things you are to do: Speak the truth to each other, and render true and sound 

judgment in your courts; 
  
(Ephesians 4:25 NIV)  Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all 

members of one body. 
  
Behind all these is God Himself, who cannot lie  
Numbers 23:19 NIV)  God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind. Does he 

speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill? 
  
But what about Rahab? She lied to protect the spies of Israel who had come to scout out the city of Jericho. The story of 

her heroics paint her in a very positive light; Joshua praised her efforts, and both testaments of the Bible praise and honor 

Rahab for doing this (Josh. 6:22–25; Heb. 11:31; James 2:25).  
  
Her action made her part of God’s people, ultimately placing her in the line of ancestry to David and Jesus. Her lie was 

also part of the conquest of Canaan, a task that God commissioned and blessed. Does her example mean that lying can 

sometimes be an acceptable course of action? 
  
In Rahab’s case, there are three possibilities: 

1. Her lie was not a sin. Those who say her lie was not a sin will sometimes say they believe that “the loving thing” 

is all that matters; a “little lie” told in the name of love is no sin. In fact, it is the right thing to do.  

2. Or it was a sin but excusable. Others have said that Rahab’s sin was excusable because of a greater value, the 

lives of the spies. Those who hold this view believe that some sins are worse than others, and sometimes a person 

has to choose among them. In Rahab’s case, the necessity of preserving the lives of the spies had a higher value 

than the truth. She did the right thing in misdirecting the king’s men because it was more important to save their 

lives than to tell the king’s men where they were.  
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3. Or it was a sin and inexcusable. In this view, Rahab sinned no matter how noble her intentions. Of course, in her 

case, her sin is understandable because she lacked a complete knowledge of the living God. That is, what she did 

was wrong, but she did not know any better.  

  
We must be careful to make a distinction between Rahab’s faith and the way Rahab expressed it. The Bible praises 

Rahab because of her faith in God, not because of her lying. That is, her actions would have been more noble had she 

protected the spies in some other fashion; as it is, she did the best she could. Further, though the Bible calls Rahab a 

prostitute, we are not meant to take that as an endorsement for immorality.  
  
Rahab, like the rest of us, had a mixed character, but she believed in God and strove to honor Him and His people. 

That is what draws her praise. We should honor Rahab the way the Bible does. She was a great heroine of the faith, 

who came from the most surprising place. In time, her name would be honored not only for what she did for Israel, 

but for what she became: a mother in the line of Jesus (Ruth 4:18–22; Matt. 1:5). [7] 
  
Rahab’s Declaration of Faith (2:8-13)  
(Joshua 2:8-13 NIV)  Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof {9} and said to them, "I know that 

the LORD has given this land to you and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are 

melting in fear because of you. {10} We have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you 

came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you 

completely destroyed. {11} When we heard of it, our hearts melted and everyone's courage failed because of you, for the 

LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. {12} Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that 

you will show kindness to my family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign {13} that you will spare 

the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and that you will save us from 

death." 
  
Faith is only as good as its object. Some people have faith in faith and think that just by believing they can make great 

things happen. Others have faith in lies, which is not faith at all but superstition. I once heard a psychologist say that the 

people in a support group “must have some kind of faith, even if it’s faith in the soft drink machine.” But faith is only as 

good as its object. How much help can you get from a soft drink machine, especially after you’ve run out of money? 
  
D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones reminds us that “faith shows itself in the whole personality.” True saving faith isn’t just a feat of 

intellectual gymnastics by which we convince ourselves that something is true that really isn’t true. Nor is it merely a 

stirring of the emotions that gives us a false sense of confidence that God will do what we feel He will do. Nor is it a 

courageous act of the will whereby we jump off the pinnacle of the temple and expect God to rescue us (Matt. 4:5-7). 

True saving faith involves “the whole personality”: the mind is instructed, the emotions are stirred, and the will then acts 

in obedience to God. 
  
“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet [the intellect], moved with fear [the emotions], prepared 

an ark [the will] . . .” (Heb. 11:7). Rahab’s experience was similar to that of Noah: She knew that Jehovah was the true 

God [the mind]; she feared for herself and her family when she heard about the great wonders He had performed [the 

emotions]; and she received the spies and pleaded for the salvation of her family [the will]. Unless the whole personality 

is involved, it is not saving faith as the Bible describes it. 
  
Of course, this doesn’t mean that the mind must be fully instructed in every aspect of Bible truth before a sinner can be 

saved. The woman with the hemorrhage only touched the hem of Christ’s garment and she was healed, but she acted on 

the little knowledge that she did possess (Matt. 9:20-22). Rahab’s knowledge of the true God was meager, but she acted 

on what she knew; and the Lord saved her. 
  
Rahab showed more faith in the Lord than the ten spies had exhibited forty years before, when she said, “I know that the 

Lord has given you the land” (Josh. 2:9, NKJV). Her faith was based on facts, not just feelings; for she had heard of the 

miracles God had performed, starting with the opening up of the Red Sea at the Exodus. “So then faith comes by hearing, 

and hearing by the Word of God” (Rom. 10:17, NKJV). 
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Since the report of the Lord’s power had traveled to the people of Canaan, they were afraid; but this is what Israel 

expected their great God to do. “The people shall hear, and be afraid: sorrow shall take hold on the inhabitants of 

Palestina. Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed; the mighty men of Moab, trembling shall take hold upon them; all the 

inhabitants of Canaan shall melt away. Fear and dread shall fall upon them” (Ex. 15:14-16). God promised to do this for 

Israel, and He kept His promise. “This day I will begin to put the dread and fear of you upon the nations under the whole 

heaven, who shall hear the report of you, and shall tremble and be in anguish because of you” (Deut. 2:25, NKJV). 
 “The Lord your God, He is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath” (Josh. 2:11). What a confession of faith from the 

lips of a woman whose life had been imprisoned in pagan idolatry! She believed in one God, not in the multitude of gods 

that populated the heathen temples. She believed He was a personal God (“your God”), who would work on behalf of 

those who trusted Him. She believed He was the God of Israel, who would give the land to His people. This God whom 

she trusted was not limited to one nation or one land, but was the God of heaven and earth. Rahab believed in a great and 

awesome God! 
  
Our confidence that we are God’s children comes from the witness of the Word of God before us and the witness of the 

Spirit of God within us (1 John 5:9-13). However, the assurance of salvation isn’t based only on what we know from the 

Bible or how we feel in our hearts. It’s also based on how we live; for if there hasn’t been a change in our behavior, then 

it’s doubtful that we’ve truly been born again (2 Cor. 5:21; James 2:14-26). It isn’t enough to say “Lord, Lord!” We must 

obey what He tells us to do (Matt. 7:21-27). Rahab’s obedience gave evidence of a changed life. 
  
Rahab’s conversion was truly an act of God’s grace. Like all the citizens of Canaan, Rahab was under condemnation and 

destined to die. God commanded the Jews to “utterly destroy them” and show them no mercy (Deut. 7:1-3). Rahab was a 

Gentile, outside the covenant mercies shown to Israel (Eph. 2:11-13). She didn’t deserve to be saved, but God had mercy 

on her. If ever a sinner experienced Ephesians 2:1-10, it was Rahab! 
  
First, we see Rahab’s confidence and conviction in the fact of the Lord’s power. Somehow she knew what had 

occurred at the Red Sea and afterwards and that it was the product of the sovereign power of Israel’s God. It was not 

merely the product of Israel’s genius or some quirk of nature that parted the Red Sea. 
  
Application: This reminds us how our lives should not only be different, but there should also be that in our lives which 

points to God as the reason our lives are different through the things we do and say—like going to church, our concern for 

people and their needs, and our specific testimony giving a reason for the hope that is within us (1 Pet. 3:15-16). 
  
Second, we see Rahab’s confidence and conviction in Israel’s God (Yahweh) as the one and only true God who 

rules over heaven and the affairs of men on earth. Her statement in verse 11, “… for the LORD your God, He is God in 

heaven above and on earth beneath,” is more than a statement that Israel’s God was a god. The idea is that He and He 

alone is the true God and that He is involved with the affairs of the earth and man. 
  
Application: This reminds us of God’s involvement in our lives. He is the sovereign God who holds all things together by 

the word of His power, who is at work in our lives. Do we live in the light of this?  
  
Third, we see Rahab’s confidence and conviction of coming judgment on her people and her desire to be delivered 

through aligning herself with the God of Israel (vs. 13). Note the “Now therefore …” This indicates that this request 

was the product of her knowledge, conviction, and faith concerning the Lord. 
  
Fourth, we see in verses 12-13 that she was not only concerned about herself. Her concern included her family or 

household. This is God’s number one plan for evangelism, our network of family, friends, co-workers.  
  
Rahab, however, wasn’t concerned only about her own welfare, for once she had personally experienced the grace and 

mercy of God, she was burdened to rescue her family: 
1. After Andrew met the Lord Jesus, he shared the good news with his brother Simon and brought him to Jesus 

(John 1:35-42).  

2. The cleansed leper went home and told everybody he met what Jesus had done for him (Mark 1:40-45).  

3. “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise” (Prov. 11:30).  
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Rahab wanted assurance from the two spies that when the city was taken, they would guarantee her family’s safety. The 

men gave her that guarantee in two ways: They pledged their word, and they pledged their lives that they would not break 

their word. In other words, they became surety for Rahab’s family, the way Judah became surety for Benjamin (Gen. 

43:8-9).  
  
The Book of Proverbs warns against “suretyship” in the business world because it involves a risk that could lead to your 

losing everything (Prov. 6:1ff; 11:15; 20:16; 27:13). However, in the realm of the spiritual, we are saved because Jesus 

Christ, who owed no debts, was willing to become surety for us (Heb. 7:22, NIV).  
  
The next time you sing “Jesus Paid It All,” remember that Jesus has pledged Himself as “the guarantee of a better 

covenant” (Heb. 7:22, NIV). He died for us; and as long as He lives, our salvation is secure. Because of the promise of His 

Word and the guarantee of His eternal suretyship, we have confidence that “He is able to save completely [forever] those 

who come to God through Him, because He always lives to intercede for them” (v. 25, NIV). 
  
The spies warned Rahab that she must not divulge any of this information to anybody in the city other than the members 

of her family. If she did, their agreement was canceled. What a contrast to the believer’s relationship to Jesus Christ, for 

He wants everybody to know that He has paid the price of redemption and that they can be saved by trusting Him. If 

Rahab talked too much, her life was in danger; but if we don’t talk enough, the lives of lost people around us are in 

danger. 
  
Application: How concerned and involved are we in our network—praying for salvation, reaching out to know and love 

them, and in eventually sharing the love of Christ. 
  
The inhabitants of the land were terror stricken. Three times in this chapter, the word “melted” is used to describe the 

emotional condition or the morale of the people (vss. 9, 11, 24). Mentally and emotionally, they were a defeated people. 

God had already given the people of Jericho into their hands. This had been the case for how long? Since they had heard 

about the events of the Red sea (2:9-11). 
  
The question is, did Israel know it? With the exception of Moses, Joshua, and Caleb, the people of Israel refused to 

believe the promise of God, instead they allowed the negative report of the ten spies to melt their hearts because they were 

looking at the problems rather than at their God.  
  
Note the irony here: the inhabitants were looking at Israel’s God and were shaking in their sandals. The Israelites, 

who had seen the mighty works of God over and over again, were looking at their problems rather than God and 

were terrorized into unbelief. 
  
Note the following passages:  
(Numbers 13:25-29 NIV)  At the end of forty days they returned from exploring the land. {26} They came back to 

Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they reported to 

them and to the whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. {27} They gave Moses this account: "We 

went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. {28} But the people 

who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 

{29} The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the 

Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan." 
  

(Deuteronomy 1:26-32 NIV)  But you were unwilling to go up; you rebelled against the command of the LORD 

your God. {27} You grumbled in your tents and said, "The LORD hates us; so he brought us out of Egypt to 

deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us. {28} Where can we go? Our brothers have made us lose 

heart. They say, 'The people are stronger and taller than we are; the cities are large, with walls up to the sky. We 

even saw the Anakites there.'" {29} Then I said to you, "Do not be terrified; do not be afraid of them. {30} The 

LORD your God, who is going before you, will fight for you, as he did for you in Egypt, before your very eyes, 

{31} and in the desert. There you saw how the LORD your God carried you, as a father carries his son, all the 

way you went until you reached this place." {32} In spite of this, you did not trust in the LORD your God, 
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Application: How like us this is! Regardless, whether it’s the bite of a mosquito or the charge of a lion, we must learn to 

keep our eyes on the Lord and off the problem: 
(Hebrews 12:1-2 NIV)  Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything 

that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. {2} Let us 

fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its 

shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
  
The Response of the Spies (2:14) 
(Joshua 2:14 NIV)  "Our lives for your lives!" the men assured her. "If you don't tell what we are doing, we will treat you 

kindly and faithfully when the LORD gives us the land." 
  
Keeping quiet about their presence and refusing to inform on them would be an evidence of her faith in the Lord and good 

will to the people of God.  
  
The Scarlet Thread (2:15-21) 
(Joshua 2:15-21 NIV)  So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she lived in was part of the city 

wall. {16} Now she had said to them, "Go to the hills so the pursuers will not find you. Hide yourselves there three days 

until they return, and then go on your way." {17} The men said to her, "This oath you made us swear will not be binding 

on us {18} unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, 

and unless you have brought your father and mother, your brothers and all your family into your house. {19} If anyone 

goes outside your house into the street, his blood will be on his own head; we will not be responsible. As for anyone who 

is in the house with you, his blood will be on our head if a hand is laid on him. {20} But if you tell what we are doing, we 

will be released from the oath you made us swear." {21} "Agreed," she replied. "Let it be as you say." So she sent them 

away and they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window. 
  
Just before the spies left, they confirmed their agreement with Rahab:  
1. First, her house must be identified by a scarlet cord hung from the window.  
2. Second, she and her family were to remain in the house during the attack on the city.  
3. Third, the spies reassured her that they would be free of their oath guaranteeing her protection if Rahab exposed their 

mission.  
  
A covenant is simply an agreement, a contract between two or more parties, with certain conditions laid down for all 

parties to obey. You find a number of divine covenants recorded in Scripture:  
a. God’s covenant with our first parents in Eden (Gen. 2:16);  
b. God’s covenants with Noah (Gen. 9),  
c. Abraham (12:1-3; 15:1-20),  
d. Israel (Ex. 19-20 
e. ); the covenant concerning the land of Palestine, as explained in Deuteronomy;  
f. the messianic covenant with David (2 Sam. 7);  
g. the New Covenant in the blood of Jesus Christ (Jer. 31:31; Matt. 26:28; Heb. 12:24).  

  
You also find human covenants, such as the agreement between David and Jonathan (1 Sam. 18:3; 20:16) and between 

David and the people of Israel (2 Sam. 5:1-5). 
  
Before the two spies left Rahab’s house, they reaffirmed their covenant with her. Since the men didn’t know God’s plan 

for taking the city, they couldn’t give Rahab any detailed instructions. Perhaps they assumed that the city would be 

besieged, the gates smashed down, and the people massacred. The men were certain that the city would fall and that 

ultimately the land would be taken. 
  
Often in biblical covenants, God appointed some physical or material “token” to remind the people of what had been 

promised: 
1. His covenant with Abraham was “sealed” by the rite of circumcision (Gen. 17:9-14; Rom. 4:11).  

2. When God established His covenant with Israel at Sinai, both the covenant book and the covenant people were 

sprinkled with blood (Ex. 24:3-8; Heb. 9:16-22).  
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3. God gave the rainbow as the token of the covenant with Noah (Gen. 9:12-17)  

4. Jesus used the broken bread and the cup of wine as tokens of the New Covenant (Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-

26).  

  
In the case of Rahab, the spies instructed her to hang a scarlet rope out of the window of her house, which was built into 

the wall (Josh. 2:18). This scarlet rope would identify the “house of safety” to the army of Israel when they came to take 

the city.  
  
The color of the rope is significant for it reminds us of blood. Just as the blood on the doorposts in Egypt marked a house 

that the angel of death was to pass over (Ex. 12:1-13), so the scarlet rope marked a house on the Jericho wall whose 

occupants the Jewish soldiers were to protect.  
  
Rahab let the men down from the window with that rope and kept it in the window from that hour. This was the “sure 

sign” of the covenant that she had asked for (Josh. 2:12-23). 
  
It’s important to note that Rahab and her family were saved by faith in the God of Israel and not by faith in the rope 

hanging out the window. The fact that she hung the rope from the window was proof that she had faith, just as the blood 

of the slain lamb put on the doorposts in Egypt proved that the Jews believed God’s Word. Faith in the living God means 

salvation, and faith in His covenant gives assurance; but faith in the token of the covenant is religious superstition and can 

give neither salvation nor assurance.  
  
The Jews depended on circumcision to save them, but they ignored the true spiritual meaning of that important rite (Rom. 

2:25-29; Deut. 10:12-16; 30:6). Rahab had faith in the Lord and in the covenant promises He had made through His 

servants; and she proved her faith by hanging the scarlet rope from the window. When the Jews captured Jericho, they 

found Rahab and her family in her house; and they rescued them from judgment (Josh. 6:21-25). 
  
Rahab was a woman of great courage. She had to tell all her relatives about the coming judgment and the promise of 

salvation, and this was a dangerous thing to do. Suppose one of those relatives told the king what was going on. She also 

had to give a reason for the scarlet line hanging out her window. Since Jericho was “securely shut up” (v. 1, NKJV), it isn’t 

likely that there were people outside the walls; but a stranger coming into the city for safety might have seen the scarlet 

cord. Or somebody visiting Rahab’s house might have asked about it. 
  
The spies left Rahab’s house and hid until they were sure their pursuers had given up the chase. Then they returned to the 

camp of Israel and gave Joshua the good news that the fear of the Lord had brought the people of the land to a place of 

helplessness. Rahab not only brought hope to her family, but she also gave great encouragement to Joshua and the army of 

Israel. 
  
The people of Israel, however, weren’t ready yet to cross the river and conquer the enemy. They had some “unfinished 

business” to take care of before they could be sure of the blessing of the Lord. 
  
This story was much like the deliverance experienced in the last plague God brought on Pharaoh and on Egypt when He 

killed the firstborn in every household, but He spared the Israelites because of the blood of the Passover lamb which had 

been sprinkled on the two doorposts and the lintel of their houses. Though it has not been identified as such, it seems the 

scarlet thread was a picture of Christ. 
         In the days of Noah, there was safety and refuge for those who entered into the door of the ark.  
         In Egypt there was safety and refuge for those who were gathered behind the doors that were sprinkled with the 

blood of the Passover lamb.  
         For you and me, there is safety and refuge from eternal judgment—but only if we enter the right door: Jesus 

Christ alone. As He said in John 10:9, “I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved.” 
  
The Return and Report of the Spies (2:22-24) 
22 And they departed and came to the hill country, and remained there for three days until the pursuers returned. Now the 

pursuers had sought them all along the road, but had not found them. 23 Then the two men returned and came down from 

the hill country and crossed over and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and they related to him all that had happened to 
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them. 24 And they said to Joshua, “Surely the LORD has given all the land into our hands, and all the inhabitants of the 

land, moreover, have melted away before us.”  
  
Joshua and the men of Israel saw the words and actions of Rahab as a clear evidence of the sovereign providence and 

blessing of the Lord. Note their confidence, “Surely, the Lord has given all the land into our hands, …”  
  
There are some obvious lessons from this passage: 
(1) This demonstrates God’s concern and work to deliver one person or one family who will trust Him (cf. 2 Pet. 

3:9). It reminds us God knows the hearts of men and will lead us to them if we are only available. It also teaches us that 

the work of God must take place at both ends. 
  
(2) It demonstrates God’s protection and provision of His servants to enable them to carry out their calling and 

purpose regardless of the circumstances. The only thing that can hinder us in doing the will of God and fulfilling our 

calling is our own unbelief. 
  
(3) It demonstrates how our faith should lead to action and ministry to and for others. Rahab reached out to both the 

spies and to her household (John 1:35-51; 4:28-29, 39: 
  
(John 1:35-51 NIV)  The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. {36} When he saw Jesus passing by, he 

said, "Look, the Lamb of God!" {37} When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. {38} Turning 

around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?" They said, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where 

are you staying?" {39} "Come," he replied, "and you will see." So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent that 

day with him. It was about the tenth hour. {40} Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what John 

had said and who had followed Jesus. {41} The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We 

have found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ). {42} And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are 

Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas" (which, when translated, is Peter). {43} The next day Jesus decided to 

leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, "Follow me." {44} Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of 

Bethsaida. {45} Philip found Nathanael and told him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about 

whom the prophets also wrote--Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." {46} "Nazareth! Can anything good come from 

there?" Nathanael asked. "Come and see," said Philip. {47} When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, 

"Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false." {48} "How do you know me?" Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, 

"I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you." {49} Then Nathanael declared, "Rabbi, you 

are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel." {50} Jesus said, "You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig 

tree. You shall see greater things than that." {51} He then added, "I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the 

angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man." 
  
(John 4:28-29 NIV)  Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, {29} "Come, 

see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" 
  
(John 4:39 NIV)  Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me 

everything I ever did." 
  
(4) It demonstrates how God’s mercy and grace overcomes His wrath through the cross. Rahab was an Amoritess 

and according to the law of Moses there was to be no pity or covenant with any inhabitants—only judgment (cf. Deut. 

7:2). Through her genuine faith, she became an exception. 
  
(5) Rahab forms a type and a pledge of God’s purpose to save the Gentiles who, though without hope in the world 

(Eph. 2:12), could to come to God and be a partaker with Israel through faith in Christ. 
  
(6) Rahab provides a lesson by noting the contrast with Israel as well as the other inhabitants of Jericho. It becomes 

a warning against the hardening of the heart in those who see and hear but fail to respond by faith. Just hearing is not 

enough. Note the applications here:  
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In relation to Israel:  
(Hebrews 4:1-2 NIV)  Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be 

found to have fallen short of it. {2} For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they 

heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith. 
  
In relation to Jericho: 
(Joshua 2:9-11 NIV)  and said to them, "I know that the LORD has given this land to you and that a great fear of you has 

fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of you. {10} We have heard how the LORD 

dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of 

the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. {11} When we heard of it, our hearts melted and 

everyone's courage failed because of you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. 
  
In relation to the disciples: 
(Mark 6:52 NIV)  for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened. 
  
In relation to us: 
(Hebrews 3:7-11 NIV)  So, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you hear his voice, {8} do not harden your hearts as you did 

in the rebellion, during the time of testing in the desert, {9} where your fathers tested and tried me and for forty years saw 

what I did. {10} That is why I was angry with that generation, and I said, 'Their hearts are always going astray, and they 

have not known my ways.' {11} So I declared on oath in my anger, 'They shall never enter my rest.'" 
Christina lives in a small dusty village in Brazil. Her heart was empty and she felt like society had cheated her of its joys. 

She longed for the excitement of the big city of Rio. One morning her mother Maria found Christina's bed empty.  
  
Maria knew immediately where her daughter had gone. She also knew immediately what she must do find her. She 

quickly threw some clothes in a bag, gathered up all her money, and ran out of the house.  
On her way to the bus stop she entered a drug-store to get one last thing. Pictures. She sat in the photograph booth, closed 

the curtain, and spent all she could on pictures of herself. With her purse full of small black-and-white photos, she 

boarded the next bus to Rio de Janeiro.  
  
Maria knew Christina had no way to earn money. She also knew that her daughter was too stubborn to give up. When 

pride meets hunger, a human will do things that were before unthinkable. Knowing this, Maria began her search. Bars, 

hotels, nightclubs, any place with the reputation for streetwalkers or prostitutes. She went to them all. And at each place 

she left her picture--taped on a bathroom mirror, tacked to a hotel bulletin board, fastened to a corner phone booth . . . .  
  
It wasn't too long before both the money and the pictures ran out, and Maria had to go home. The weary mother wept as 

the bus began its long journey back to her small village.  
  
It was a few weeks later that young Christina descended the hotel stairs. Her young face was tired. Her brown eyes no 

longer danced with youth but spoke of pain and fear. Her laughter was broken. Her dream had become a nightmare. A 

thousand times over she had longed to trade these countless beds for her secure pallet. Yet the little village was, in too 

many ways, too far away.  
  
As she reached the bottom of the stairs, her eyes noticed a familiar face. She looked again, and there on the lobby mirror 

was a small picture of her mother. Christina's eyes burned and her throat tightened as she walked across the room and 

removed the small photo. Written on the back was this compelling invitation. "Whatever you have done, whatever you 

have become, it doesn't matter. Please come home."  
  
She did. [8]  
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Studies in the Life of Joshua 

#4:  Crossing the Jordan Joshua 3:1-24 

In the Christian life you’re either an overcomer or you’re overcome, a victor or a victim.  

After all, God didn’t save us to make statues out of us and put us on exhibition. He saved us to  

make soldiers out of us and move us forward by faith to claim our rich inheritance in Jesus Christ.  

  
We’ve just examined the faith of an individual, Rahab; and now the focus in the Book of Joshua moves to the faith of an 

entire nation. As you study, keep in mind that this book deals with much more than ancient history—what God did 

centuries ago for the Jews. It’s about your life and the life of the church today—what God wants to do here and now for 

those who trust Him.  
  
The Book of Joshua is about the victory of faith and the glory that comes to God when His people trust and obey. British 

Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli said, “The world was never conquered by intrigue; it was conquered by faith.” 
  
In the Christian life you’re either an overcomer or you’re overcome, a victor or a victim. After all, God didn’t save us to 

make statues out of us and put us on exhibition. He saved us to make soldiers out of us and move us forward by faith to 

claim our rich inheritance in Jesus Christ.  
  
Moses said it perfectly: “He brought us out . . . that He might bring us in” (Deut. 6:23). Too many of God’s people have 

the mistaken idea that salvation—being delivered from the bondage of Egypt—is all that’s involved in the Christian life; 

but salvation is only the beginning.  
  
Both in our personal spiritual growth and in our service for the Lord, “there remains very much land yet to be possessed” 

(Josh. 13:1, NKJV). The theme of the Book of Joshua is the theme of the Book of Hebrews: “Let us go on” (Heb. 6:1); and 

the only way to go on is by faith. 
  
Unbelief says, “Let’s go back to where it’s safe”; but faith says, “Let’s go forward to where God is working” (see Num. 

14:1-4).  
  
Forty years before, Joshua and Caleb had assured the Jews, “Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to 

overcome it.” That’s faith! But the people said, “We are not able!” That’s unbelief, and it cost the nation forty years of 

discipline in the wilderness (see Num. 13:26-33). “And this is the victory that has overcome the world—your faith” (1 

John 5:4, NKJV). 
  
One of the joys of our life is the study of Christian biography, the lives of the men and women whom God has used—and 

is using—to challenge the church and change the world. The Christians we read about were all different in their 

backgrounds, their training, their personalities, and their ways of serving God; but they had one thing in common: They all 

believed God’s promises and did what He told them to do. They were men and women of faith, and God honored them 

because they believed His Word. 
  
God hasn’t changed, and the principle of faith hasn’t changed. What seems to have changed is the attitude of God’s 

people: We no longer believe God and act by faith in His promises. His promises never fail (Josh. 21:45; 23:14; 1 Kings 

8:56), but we can fail to live by the grace of God and not enter into all that He has promised for us (Heb. 3:7-19; 12:15).  
  
Can you think back and remember a day you waited for a long time with great anticipation and excitement? Most of us 

can. As a child, Christmas and birthdays were such days. Later it may have been graduation day, your wedding day….  
  
Depending on the nature of the day and what it might hold, such a time might also bring about a certain amount of anxiety 

because of the challenge you might face. For months, weeks, and days you waited, and then finally, the day arrived. Can 

you imagine the anticipation and excitement the children of Israel faced as they stood before the River Jordan the evening 

before they were to cross over into the land? 
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 The earlier generation had failed to enter because of unbelief and the new generation had waited a long time, for some it 

was close to forty years. Joshua and Caleb, who were now about eighty years old, had waited even longer. According to 

the promise to the Patriarchs, Jewish anticipation went back some five hundred years. But now, Joshua tells the people, 

“Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you” (3:5).  
  
But if there was excitement, there must also have been some anxiety as they beheld the swollen river and thought about 

the fortified cities that lay on the other side. Life is like that. Often, with our hopes at their highest, there are 

accompanying challenges and problems that we face at the very same time. 
  
Along with our hopes and joys there are always problems for which we simply have neither the strength nor the wisdom 

to meet the challenge. We need strength from above. The battle is really the Lord’s and this is what Israel was being 

taught in this chapter.  
  
The Preparations Needed for Crossing (3:1-6) 
The location of Acacia Grove is unknown today, but it was where Israel had been camped for some time after arriving at 

the plains of Moab, at the northern end of the Dead Sea (Num. 22:1; 25:1). It was where Israel was when Balaam came 

with the intent of cursing Israel (Num. 22—24), and where many Israelites had gone after prostitutes among the Moabite 

women (Num. 25:1–3). The day after the spies returned from Jericho, Joshua led the people from this place to the 

Jordan.[1] 
  
After three days, the officers went through the camp with instructions about the crossing itself. These instructions (v. 3) 

were different from the instructions given in 1:11, and this three-day period started on the day after the spies returned 

from Jericho. The previous three-day period in 1:11 (and 2:22) began when the spies went into Jericho to begin with. 

After these two three-day periods, the Israelites crossed the Jordan on the next day, the seventh day after the book’s action 

begins (3:5). This seven-day period immediately precedes the dedication of Israelite males in ch. 5. It is then followed by 

another seven-day period of marching around Jericho.[2] 
  
As the nation waited by the Jordan River, the people must have wondered what Joshua planned to do. He certainly 

wouldn’t ask them to swim the river or ford it, because the river was at flood stage (3:15). They couldn’t construct enough 

boats or rafts to transport more than a million people over the water to the other side. Besides, that approach would make 

them perfect targets for their enemies. What would their new leader do? 
  
Like Moses before him, Joshua received his orders from the Lord, and he obeyed them by faith. “So then faith comes by 

hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17, NKJV).  
  
It has been well said that faith is not believing in spite of evidence but obeying in spite of consequence. When you read 

Hebrews 11, the great “faith chapter” of Scripture, you discover that the people mentioned there all did something because 

they believed God. Their faith wasn’t a passive feeling; it was an active force.  
  
Because Abraham believed God, he left Ur and headed for Canaan. Because Moses believed God, he defied the gods of 

Egypt and led the Jews to freedom. Because Gideon believed God, he led a small band of Jews to defeat the huge 

Midianite army. Living faith always leads to action. “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is 

dead also” (James 2:26, NKJV). 
  
In this paragraph, you find five different messages, all of them based on the Word of God, which is the “word of faith” 

(Rom. 10:8). The people obeyed these messages by faith, and God took them over the river. 
  
The officers’ message to the people (vv. 1-4). 
Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and went to the Jordan, where they camped before 

crossing over. {2} After three days the officers went throughout the camp, {3} giving orders to the people: "When you see 

the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests, who are Levites, carrying it, you are to move out from 

your positions and follow it. {4} Then you will know which way to go, since you have never been this way before. But keep 

a distance of about a thousand yards between you and the ark; do not go near it."  
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Joshua was an early riser (6:12; 7:16; 8:10), who spent the first hours of the day in communion with God (1:8). In this, he 

was like Moses (Ex. 24:4; 34:4), David (Ps. 57:8; see 119:147), Hezekiah (2 Chron. 29:20), and our Lord Jesus Christ 

(Mark 1:35; see Isa. 50:4). Archbishop Usher supposes that this was upon Wednesday, the 28th of April, A. M. 2553, the 

fortieth year after the exodus from Egypt. From Shittim, where they had lately been encamped, to Jordan, was about sixty 

stadia, according to Josephus; that is, about eight English miles. 
  
It’s impossible to live by faith and ignore the Word of God and prayer (Acts 6:4); for faith is nurtured by worship and the 

Word. The people God uses and blesses know how to discipline their bodies so that they can give themselves to the Lord 

in the early morning hours. 
  
Joshua ordered the camp to move ten miles from The Acacia Grove (Shittim) to the Jordan; and no doubt the people in 

Jericho watched this march with great apprehension. It probably took Israel a day to make this journey; they rested 

another day; and on the third day, the officers gave them their orders: The people were to cross the river, following the ark 

of the covenant. 
  
Aside from the miraculous way the river was crossed, the most important feature of this chapter is the Ark of the 

Covenant. Its prominence is stressed in the number of times it is mentioned in chapters 3 and 4 (nine times in chapter 3 

and seven times in chapter 4) and by the nature of the commands and statements given in its regard.  
  
What’s so important about the Ark? It represented the person and promises of God. It pointed to the fact that as the people 

of Israel set out to cross the Jordan, invade, and possess the land, they must do so not in their own strength, but in God’s 

for it was God Himself who was going before them as their source of victory. 
  
And such is the case with all of life. As Paul cried out when contemplating the challenges and trials of ministry, “And 

who is adequate for these things?” But he then answered his own question with these words: “And such confidence we 

have through Christ toward God. Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, 

but our adequacy is from God” (2 Cor. 3:4-5). 
  
The ark is mentioned sixteen times in chapters 3 and 4. It’s called “the ark of the covenant” ten times, “the ark of the 

Lord” three times, and simply “the ark” three times. It was the “throne of God,” the place where His glory rested in the 

tabernacle (Ex. 25:10-22) and God sat “enthroned between the cherubim” (Ps. 80:1, NIV). The Law of God was kept in the 

ark, a reminder of God’s covenant with Israel; and the blood of the sacrifices was sprinkled on the mercy seat on the 

annual Day of Atonement (Lev. 16:14-15). 
  
The ark going before the people was an encouragement to their faith, for it meant that their God was going before them 

and opening up the way. God had promised Moses, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest” (Ex. 33:14, 

NKJV). When the nation had marched through the wilderness, the ark had gone before them (Num. 10:33); and Moses 

would say, “Rise up, O Lord! May Your enemies be scattered; may Your foes flee before You” (v. 35, NIV). On that 

occasion, the presence of the ark was a guarantee of the presence of the Lord. 
  
Each of the tribes had an assigned place in the camp and an assigned order in the march when they broke up camp (Josh. 

2). When the leaders of the tribes saw the priests bearing the ark and moving toward the river, they were to prepare their 

people to follow. Since the people had not traveled this way before, they needed God to guide them. But they were not to 

get too close to the ark, for this was a holy piece of furniture from the tabernacle; and it was not to be treated carelessly. 

God is our companion as we go through life, but we dare not treat Him like a “buddy.” 
  
The people were to keep about 2000 cubits away from the ark. This was not done, however, to prevent their going wrong 

in the unknown way, and so missing the ford, for that was impossible under the circumstances; but the ark was carried in 

front of the people, not so much to show the road as to make a road by dividing the waters of the Jordan, and the people 

were to keep at a distance from it, that they might not lose sight of the ark, but keep their eyes fixed upon it, and know the 

road by looking at the ark of the covenant by which the road had been made, i.e., might know and observe how the Lord, 

through the medium of the ark, was leading them to Canaan by a way which they had never traversed before, i.e., by a 

miraculous way. 
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Joshua’s message to the people (v. 5). 
{5} Joshua told the people, "Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do amazing things among you."  
  
In verse 5, Joshua commands the people to consecrate themselves in view of the wonders God would work among them 

on the next day. But what does the word “consecrate” mean? This is not exactly what we might expect from a military 

standpoint. Today, the military leader would have said, “Sharpen your swords and spears and polish your shields!” But 

God’s ways are not our ways. For God’s people, spiritual preparation is the vital element for it is being rightly related to 

God that brings the power of God on our work and ministry. 
  
“Consecrate” is the Hebrew qadash and it may mean, “be hallowed, set apart, consecrated” or “consecrate, set apart, 

prepare, dedicate.” But here it is in the hithpael stem which is reflexive and means, “consecrate yourselves, set yourselves 

apart, prepare yourselves.” This stem points out personal responsibility. 
  
In the Old Testament this word is often used (particularly in Exodus and Leviticus) in connection with the Old Testament 

sacrifices, priesthood, washings, and with regard to the children of Israel as God’s people. In this regard, it was especially 

used in connection with confession or cleansing through the use of Old Testament sacrifices, washings, and offerings (Ex. 

19:10, 22; 40:13). It portrays the need to deal with sin in the life.  
  
It was used of setting something apart for use by the Lord and His purposes in the sense of cleansing, preparing, and dedi-

cating it to the Lord (e.g., consecration of Mt. Sinai) (Ex. 19:22); preparing Aaron via the priestly garments and anointing 

for ministry (Ex. 28:3, 41); and setting apart for God’s use through sacrifice, and anointing (Ex. 29:1, 36, 37; 29:44; 

40:13). 
  
This was both an order and a promise, and the fulfillment of the promise depended on their obedience to the order. Some 

of God’s promises are unconditional, and all we have to do is believe them; while other promises require that we meet 

certain conditions. In meeting these conditions, we’re not earning God’s blessing; we’re making sure our hearts are ready 

for God’s blessing. 
  
If the experience of Israel at Mt. Sinai was the pattern (Ex. 19:9-15), “sanctify yourselves” meant that everybody bathed 

and changed their clothes and that the married couples devoted themselves wholly to the Lord (1 Cor. 7:1-6). In the Near 

East, however, water was a luxury that wasn’t used too often for personal hygiene. In our modern world we’re 

accustomed to comfortable bathing facilities; but these were unknown to most of the people in Bible times. 
  
Here it is likely that the sanctification of the people did not consist in the washing of their clothes, which is mentioned in 

Ex 19:10, 14, in connection with the act of sanctification, for there was no time for this; nor did it consist in merely 

changing their clothes, which might be a substitute for washing, according to Gen 35:2, or in abstinence from connubial 

intercourse (Ex 19:15), for this was only the outward side of sanctification.  
  
It consisted in spiritual purification also, i.e., in turning the heart to God, in faith and trust in His promise, and in willing 

obedience to His commandments, that they should lay to heart in a proper way the miracle of grace which the Lord was 

about to work in the midst of them and on their behalf on the following day.  
  
In the Bible the imagery of washing one’s body and changing clothes symbolized making a new beginning with the Lord. 

Since sin is pictured as defilement (Ps. 51:2, 7), God has to cleanse us before we can truly follow Him. When Jacob made 

a new beginning with the Lord and returned to Bethel, he and his family washed themselves and changed their garments 

(Gen. 35:1-3). After King David confessed his sin, he bathed, changed clothes, and worshiped the Lord (2 Sam. 12:20). 

The imagery is carried over into the New Testament in 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; Ephesians 4:26-27, and Colossians 3:8-14. 
  
“Wonders:” those miraculous displays of the omnipotence of God for the realization of His covenant of grace, which He 

had already promised in connection with the conquest of Canaan (Ex 34:10). In v. 6, where the command to the priests is 

given, the fulfilment of the command is also mentioned, and the course of events anticipated in consequence. 
  
The promise was that the Lord would do wonders among them. As He opened the Red Sea to deliver Israel from Egypt, so 

also He would open the Jordan River and take them into the Promised Land. But that would be just the beginning of 
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miracles, for the Lord would go with them into the land, defeat their enemies, and enable the tribes to claim their 

inheritance. “Who is so great a God as our God? You are the God who does wonders” (Ps. 77:13-14, NKJV). “How great 

are His signs, And how mighty His wonders!” (Dan. 4:3, NKJV) 
  
Joshua’s message to the priests (v. 6). 
{6} Joshua said to the priests, "Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on ahead of the people." So they took it up and 

went ahead of them. 

  

It is remarkable that the priests, not the Levites, whose ordinary business it was were employed to carry the ark 

on this occasion. Calmet conjectures that this was because it was probably carried without being wrapped up in 

its curtains, as it always was when the Levites carried it. Though it was the business of the Levites, the sons of 

Kohath, to carry the ark; yet on certain occasions the priests alone performed this office. 

1.   In the present case. 

2.   When they encompassed Jericho, Joshua 6:6. 

3.   When it was carried to the war against the Philistines by the priests, the sons of Eli, 2 Samuel 15:25. 

4.   When David sent it back to Jerusalem, at the time he was obliged to fly from it, through the rebellion of 

his son Absalom, 2 Samuel 15:25; and, 

5.   At the time that it was taken out of the tabernacle, to be deposited in the temple; see 1 Kings 8:6-11. 

These were the most solemn occasions, and on such alone, we may presume, the priests performed this office 

instead of the Levites. In all their former marches the ark was carried in the center of this immense camp; (see 

the scheme at the end of Numbers 2:2 (note) of the book of Numbers); but now it was to proceed at the head of 

the army, and to go before them, and at such a distance, about three quarters of a mile, that the whole camp 

might see it as their guide. 

  

The priests had the responsibility of bearing the ark of the covenant and going before the people as they 
marched. It was the priests who had to get their feet wet before God would open the waters. The priests would also have 

to stand in the middle of the riverbed until all the people had passed over. When the priests arrived on the other side, the 

waters would return to their original condition. It took faith and courage for these priests to do their job, but they trusted 

God and relied on the faithfulness of His Word. 
  
Application: Note Joshua 3:5b, “for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.” When there is a lack of 

consecration through confession for the defilement of sin along with a commitment to God’s purpose for our lives in 

service or ministry, we hinder the power of God. But there is more included here in this call for consecration. “The people 

of Israel were to expect God to work a miracle. They were to be eager, gripped by a sense of wonder. Israel was not to 

lose sight of their God who can do the incredible and the humanly impossible.”[3] 
  
Two key ideas are involved here—Preparation and Dedication:  
(1) It reminds us of God’s holiness. God is absolute holiness, completely set apart from sin. He is a holy God who 

cannot have fellowship with sinful man or allow sin in His presence without a solution to the sin problem.  
  
(2) It shows the necessity of sacrifice for sin or the cross of Christ. Without faith in the cross and its cleansing, no man 

can be set apart for God’s use or blessing. 
  
(3) God does not use unclean vessels. For believers, those saved and cleansed by the work of Christ, this command for 

consecration demonstrates the necessity for cleansing through confession or getting right with God and with men in order 

to be used of God and to experience His deliverance. To experience God’s power, protection, and deliverance, we need to 

prepare our hearts and deal with the known sin in our lives through confession (cf. Josh. 7:13; with Ex. 19:10, 22).  
  
(4) Keeping in mind the idea of dedication associated with this word, this command reminds us of the necessity of 

understanding our purpose as God’s people along with a commitment to God and His purpose. It meant they were 

to set themselves apart to Yahweh to cross the Jordan so they could enter the land, defeat the enemies, and become a 

testimony to the nations (Ex. 19:4-6). 
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(5) The command, especially in New Testament theology, suggests the need of the ministry of the Holy Spirit and 

His control for consecrated living. This command suggests this because of the prevalence of anointing mentioned in 

connection with consecration of the priests, etc. (cf. Ex. 40 also). It stresses the need of the filling of the Holy Spirit as 

God’s enabling agent for dealing with the forces arrayed against us—the flesh, the devil, and the world (Acts 1:8; Eph. 

3:16; 5:18; Gal. 5:16f and 6:1). 
  
The message of the Lord to Joshua (vv. 7-8). 
(Joshua 3:7-8 NIV)  And the LORD said to Joshua, "Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they may 

know that I am with you as I was with Moses. {8} Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: 'When you reach the 

edge of the Jordan's waters, go and stand in the river.'" 
  
First of all (in vv. 7 and 8), the revelation made by God to Joshua, that He would begin this day to make him great, i.e., to 

glorify him before the Israelites, and the command to the priests who bore the ark of the covenant to stand still in the river, 

when they came to the water of the Jordan; then (vv. 9-13) the publication of this promise and command to the people; 

and lastly (vv. 14-17), the carrying out of the command.  
  
I will begin to make thee great. By making him the instrument in this miraculous passage, he did him honor and gave him 

high credit in the sight of the people: hence his authority was established, and obedience to him as their leader fully 

secured. What must have confirmed this authority was, his circumstantially foretelling how the waters should be cut off as 

soon as the feet of the priests had touched them, Joshua 3:13. This demonstrated that the secret of the Lord was with him. 
  
The miraculous guidance of the people through the Jordan was only the beginning of the whole series of miracles by 

which the Lord put His people in possession of the promised land, and glorifies Joshua in the sight of Israel in the 

fulfilment of his office, as He had glorified Moses before. Just as Moses was accredited in the sight of the people, as the 

servant of the Lord in whom they could trust, by the miraculous division of the Red Sea (Ex 14:31), so Joshua was 

accredited as the leader of Israel, whom the Almighty God acknowledged as He had His servant Moses, by the similar 

miracle, the division of the waters of Jordan. Only the most important points in the command of God to the priests are 

given in v. 8. The command itself is communicated more fully afterwards in the address to the people, in v. 13.  
  
When they came with the ark to the end of the waters of Jordan- i.e., not to the opposite side, but to the nearest bank; that 

is to say, as soon as they reached the water in the bed of the river-they were to stand still (vid., v. 15, and Josh 4:11), in 

order, as we see from what follows, to form a dam as it were against the force of the water, which was miraculously 

arrested in its course, and piled up in a heap.  
  
Moses divided the waters of the Red Sea with his rod; Joshua was to do the same to the Jordan with the ark of the 

covenant, the appointed symbol and vehicle of the presence of the Almighty God since the conclusion of the covenant. 

Wherever the ordinary means of grace are at hand, God attaches the operations of His grace to them; for He is a God of 

order, who does not act in an arbitrary manner in the selection of His means.  
  
The priests proceeded first with the ark, and entered into the bed of the river the course of which was immediately 

arrested, the waters collecting above the place where the priests stood, while the stream fell off towards the Dead Sea; so 

that the whole channel below where the priests were standing became dry. The whole camp, therefore, passed over below 

where the priests were standing, keeping at the distance of two thousand cubits from the ark; this they would readily do, as 

the whole bed of the river was dry for many miles below the place where the priests entered. 
  
These verses in essence reinforce the concept of grace. They show that crossing the Jordan and dispossessing the enemies 

(as in all aspects of our salvation and sanctification) is the work of God. The things we do in consecration are not works of 

righteousness that merit God’s favor or overcome the enemies. Rather, the acts of consecration, like confession, remove 

the barriers to God’s power, to fellowship, and so prepare our hearts to receive God’s grace: they build our faith so we 

will put our feet in the water, cross over, and go up against the enemy. 
  
When Moses led the nation through the Red Sea, this miracle magnified Moses before the people; and they recognized 

that he was indeed the servant of the Lord (Ex. 14:31). God would do the same thing for Joshua at the Jordan; and in so 
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doing, He would remind the people that He was with Joshua just as He had been with Moses (Josh. 4:14; see 1:5, 9). Both 

Moses and Joshua had received their authority from the Lord before these miracles occurred, but the miracles gave them 

stature before the people. It takes both authority and stature to exercise effective leadership. 
  
The Promise to Joshua (vs. 7) 
To be effective, leaders need the right credentials, namely, solid biblical training under men of God who truly know God 

and His word and the obvious hand of God on a leader’s life. So it was time that God establish Joshua as His 

representative to guide the nation.  
  
Note Joshua 4:14. It is significant that it was God who did the exalting. Our tendency is to exalt ourselves, but Joshua, in 

reporting God’s communication to him, said nothing about this promise of being exalted. Rather, when reporting the 

words of God to Israel, he focused their attention on the fact that it was the living God who was among them and that it 

was He and He alone who would dispossess the enemies of the land (vs. 10). 
  
The Commands for the Priests (vs. 8) 
Since it was the priests who carried the Ark of the Covenant, and since it was the ark that represented God’s person and 

power, they alone were to take the Ark to the edge of the water and stand still in the water. What do we gather from this? 

It reminds us of our part in the plan of God. We must learn to step out in faith and obedience to the principles and 

promises of Scripture. It reminds us of the need to rest in God’s promises. They were not to run down into the waters. 

This is just like the words of Moses in Exodus 14:13-14 when they were hemmed in with the Red Sea in front of them and 

Pharaoh and his chariots behind them. 
  
But Moses said to the people, “Do not fear! Stand by[4] and see the salvation (Hebrew, yeshu‚àa‚) of the LORD which He 

will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will never see them again forever. The 

LORD will fight for you while you keep silent” (Exodus 14:13-14). 
  
I am reminded of Isaiah 30:15: “For thus the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, has said, ‘In repentance and rest you 

shall be saved, In quietness and trust is your strength.’ But you were not willing, …” 
  
Joshua’s message to the people (vv. 9-13). 
(Joshua 3:9-13 NIV)  Joshua said to the Israelites, "Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your God. {10} This 

is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, 

Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. {11} See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the 

earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. {12} Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each 

tribe. {13} And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the LORD--the Lord of all the earth--set foot in the Jordan, its 

waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap." 
  
The focus in verse 9 is on hearing the “words of the Lord your God.” In this we see the concept of Romans 10:17, “faith 

comes by hearing and hearing by the word of Christ.” What can we learn from this for leadership? The authority of 

leaders among God’s people needs to be the Scripture rather than their personality, charisma, or whatever happens to 

appeal to people. 
  
To what do the words, “By this” in verse 10 refer? To the Ark of the Covenant. Note verse 11. This focused them on the 

truth that “the battle is the Lord’s,” or, as Joshua said, “By this you shall know that the living God is among you, and that 

He will assuredly dispossess from before you the Canaanite, …” (3:10). It is God’s presence as the one and only living 

God that sustains believers regardless of what life might bring. The key is staying focused on His presence and resting in 

Him.  
  
The Israelites were apt to be discouraged, and to faint at even the appearance of danger; it was necessary, therefore, that 

they should have the fullest assurance of the presence and assistance of God in the important enterprise on which they 

were now entering. They are to combat idolaters, who have nothing to trust in and help them but gods of wood, stone, and 

metal: whereas they are to have the living God in the midst of them—HE who is the author of life and of being—who can 

give, or take it away, at his pleasure; and who by this miracle proved that he had undertaken to guide and defend them: 

and Joshua makes this manifestation of God the proof that he will drive out the Hittites, Hivites, etc, before them.  
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The miraculous events that follow not only brought the Israelites across the Jordan; they also attested to the fact that the 

living God was with them (4:24). These wonderful acts testified to God’s glorious presence among His people; God 

Himself was working on their behalf. Canaanites … Jebusites: This text mentions seven people groups. Canaanites 

sometimes denoted anyone living in Canaan, regardless of their ethnic identity (Gen. 36:2, 3; Judg. 5:19). Yet the present 

text distinguishes a specific group as Canaanites. In this case the Canaanites were probably the peoples living near the sea 

(5:1) who were known later as the Phoenicians. Their largest cities were Tyre and Sidon. As for the Perizzites, we know 

little about them. They appear to have lived in the forested areas of central Palestine (Gen. 13:7). Amorites is sometimes a 

synonym for Canaanites in its broader usage (Gen. 15:16; Judg. 1:34, 35). Sometimes the name refers to the peoples 

living in the cities in the central hill country of Canaan (Num. 13:29; Deut. 1:7), or to kingdoms east of the Jordan (13:10, 

21). Here the name probably refers to inhabitants of the central hill country. The Jebusites lived in Jerusalem (15:8; 

18:28).[5] 
  
With regard to the situation of each of these nations in the land of Canaan, Calmet remarks, that those called CANAANITES 

chiefly inhabited what is called Phoenicia, the environs of Tyre and Sidon: the HITTITES occupied the mountains, 

southward of the promised land: the HIVITES dwelt by Ebal and Gerizim, Sichem and Gibeon, towards the mountains of 

Hermon: the PERIZZITES were probably not a distinct nation or tribe, but rather villagers, scattered through the country in 

general: the GIRGASHITES possessed the country beyond the Jordan, towards the lake of Gennesareth: the JEBUSITES 

possessed Jerusalem: and the AMORITES occupied the mountainous country in the vicinity of the western part of the Dead 

Sea, and also that part of the land of Moab which the Israelites conquered from Sihon and Og. 
  
They stood in the mid channel, and shifted not their position till the camp, consisting of nearly 600,000 effective men, 

besides women, children, etc., had passed over. 
1.   Is it not surprising that the Canaanites did not dispute this passage with the Israelites? It is likely they would, had 

they had any expectation that such a passage would have been attempted. They must have known that the Israelitish 

camp was on the other side of the Jordan, but could they have supposed that a passage for such a host was possible 

when the banks of the Jordan were quite overflowed? It was not merely because they were panic struck that they 

did not dispute this passage, but because they must have supposed it impossible; and when they found the attempt 

was made, the passage was effected before they could prepare to prevent it. 
2.   GOD now appears in such a way, and works in such a manner, as to leave no doubt concerning his presence or his 

power, or of his love to Israel. After this, was it possible for this people ever to doubt his being or his bounty? This, 

with the miraculous passage of the Red Sea, were well calculated to have established their faith for ever; and those 

who did not yield to the evidence afforded by these two miracles were incapable of rational conviction. 
3.   In some respects the passage of the Jordan was more strikingly miraculous than that even of the Red Sea. In the 

latter God was pleased to employ an agent; the sea went back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea 

dry land, Exodus 14:21. Nothing of this kind appeared in the passage of the Jordan; a very rapid river (for so all 

travelers allow it to be) went back to its source without any kind of agency but the invisible hand of the invisible 

God. 
4.   Through the whole period of the Jewish history these miracles, so circumstantially related, were never denied by 

any, but on the contrary conscientiously believed by all. Nor did any of them in their revolts from God, which were 

both foul and frequent, ever call these great facts in question, when even so full of enmity against God as to 

blaspheme his name, and give his glory to dumb idols! Is not this a manifest proof that these facts were 

incontestable? and that Jehovah had so done his marvellous works that they should be had in everlasting 

remembrance? Reader, the same God who is over all is rich in mercy to all that call upon him. HE changes not, 

neither is he weary: trust in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength; and HE ever saves his 

followers out of the hands of all their enemies, and, having guided them by his counsel, will receive them into his 

glory. 
  
3:15 The parenthetical statement for the Jordan overflows is significant because it makes the point that a great miracle 

was involved. God did not merely slow the Jordan to a trickle during a time of drought; rather, He stopped the waters 

when the river was high. during the whole time of harvest: This phrase refers to the early summer harvest. At this time, 

the river was still swollen from the spring melting and rains. The Israelites crossed on the tenth day of the first month 

(4:19), which corresponds to March-April. 
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    3:16 Adam: A city about eighteen miles north of Jericho, near where the Jordan and Jabbok Rivers converge. The 

Jordan flows between high limestone cliffs near Jericho. Sometimes parts of these cliffs collapse into the river causing the 

waters to back up. God could have miraculously caused such a slide to occur at precisely the moment when the Israelites 

needed to cross over. The Sea of the Arabah is the Dead Sea, into which the Jordan flows from the north. The Arabah 

itself is the region of the Jordan valley, running from the Sea of Galilee in the north to the Dead Sea in the south. The 

Dead Sea is the lowest place on earth, 1,286 feet below sea level. The phrase Salt Sea is added to the name because the 

sea has no outlet; it loses its water by evaporation. The concentration of salt and other minerals is so high that nothing can 

live in it. 
    3:17 A synonym for the term translated dry ground is found in 4:22, as well as in Ex. 14:16, 22, 29 where it refers to 

the dry ground of the bottom of the Red Sea. This crossing of the Jordan was similar to the crossing of the Red Sea. The 

miracle was so effective in both cases that the Israelites crossed on dry ground, not mud or shallow water. [6] 
    During the Civil War, the town of Moresfield, West Virginia was on the dividing line, and seesawed back and forth 

between Federal and Confederate troops. In one old house which still stands today, an elderly woman lived alone. One 

morning Yankee troops stomped up on her porch. Though at their mercy, she remained calm and invited them to be seated 

at her table. 
   When breakfast was set before them, she said, “It is a custom of long standing in this house to have prayers before 

meals. I hope you won’t mind.” With that, she picked up the Bible, opened it at random and began to read from Psalm 27 

(KJV): “The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I 

be afraid? 2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. 3 

Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be 

confident. … 13 I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 14 Wait on 

the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.” 
    When she finished, she murmured quietly, “Let us pray.” As she prayed, she heard stealthy sounds of shuffling shoes. 

When she ended with “Amen,” she opened her eyes. The soldiers were gone! Her lack of fear had made them fearful of 

lingering any longer![7]  
    After breaking camp, as instructed, the priests, carrying the Ark of the Covenant, led the way and walked to the 

Jordan which was swollen over its banks. This must have been a fearful sight, but resting in the presence of the 

living God they stepped into the waters. Immediately, a miracle occurred.  
    In the Bible Knowledge Commentary, Campbell writes: Though the place named “Adam” is found only here it is 

usually identified with Tell ed-Damiyeh, about 16 miles north of the ford opposite Jericho. A wide stretch of riverbed 

therefore was dried up, allowing the people with their animals and baggage to hurry across (cf. Josh. 4:10). 
    How could this sensational event occur? Many insist that this was no miracle since the event can be explained as a 

natural phenomenon. They point out that on December 8,1267 an earthquake caused the high banks of the Jordan to 

collapse near Tell ed-Damiyeh, damming the river for about 10 hours. On July 11,1927 another earthquake near the same 

location blocked the river for 21 hours. Of course these stoppages did not occur during flood season. Admittedly God 

could have employed natural causes such as an earthquake and a landslide and the timing would have still made it a 

miraculous intervention. But does the biblical text allow for such an interpretation of this event? 
    Considering all the factors involved it seems best to view this occurrence as a special act of God brought about in a way 

unknown to man. Many supernatural elements were brought together:  
(1) The event came to pass as predicted (3:13, 15).  
(2) The timing was exact (v. 15).  
(3) The event took place when the river was at flood stage (v. 15).  
(4) The wall of water was held in place for many hours, possibly an entire day (v. 16).  
(5) The soft, wet river bottom became dry at once (v. 17).  
(6) The water returned immediately as soon as the people had crossed over and the priests came up out of the river 

(4:18).[8] 
  
   As one studies this third chapter and marvels at the miraculous work of God displayed here, there is an important 

principle that should not be missed. Crossing the Jordan at flood stage with two million people had several immediate 

results: God was magnified, Joshua was exalted (3:5), the people were surely energized and motivated, and the people of 

the land, the Canaanites, were terrorized (cf. 1:9; 5:1).  
    God was giving them the land. Indeed, He had already done so, providentially speaking (1:2-6; 2:9), but the people of 

the land were not going to simply lie down. The inhabitants of the land would resist with all the resources at their 

disposal.  
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    Crossing the Jordan and possessing their possession was not going to be a piece of cake. It would entail battle after 

battle. Crossing the Jordan, then, meant two things for Israel.  First, they must be totally committed to going against 

armies, chariots, and fortified cities. But then, if they were to be successful, they must also be committed to a 

focused walk of faith in Yahweh, the only true and living God rather than, as they had done in the wilderness, a 

walk according to the flesh and their own resources. 

   For believers today, crossing the Jordan represents passing from one level of the Christian life to another. (It 

is not a picture of a believer dying and entering heaven. For the Israelites Canaan was hardly heaven!) It is a 

picture of entering into spiritual warfare to claim what God has promised. This should mean the end of a life 

lived by human effort and the beginning of a life of faith and obedience.[9] 
    Having instructed the priests bearing the ark, Joshua then shared the words of the Lord with the people. He didn’t 

magnify himself; He magnified the Lord and His gracious blessings to the nation. True spiritual leadership focuses the 

eyes of God’s people on the Lord and His greatness. Much of what Joshua said in this brief speech was recalled from 

Moses’ last speech to Joshua (Deut. 31:1-8), as well as the Lord’s words to Joshua when he took Moses’ place (Josh. 1:1-

9). Joshua didn’t give the people a “religious pep talk.” He simply reminded them of the promises of God—the Word of 

faith—and encouraged them to trust and obey. 
    But Joshua’s God was more than just the God of Israel. He was “the living God” (3:10) and “the Lord of all the earth” 

(vv. 11, 13). Because He is “the living God,” He can defeat the dead idols of the heathen nations that then inhabited the 

land (Ps. 115). Because He is “the Lord of all the earth,” He can go where He pleases and do what He wishes with every 

land and nation. “You shall be a special treasure to Me above all people,” God had told them at Sinai, “for all the earth is 

Mine” (Ex. 19:5, NKJV). “The hills melted like wax at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the Lord of the whole 

earth” (Ps. 97:5). 
    Joshua explained to the people that God would open the river as soon as the priests bearing the ark put their feet into the 

waters of the Jordan. He also ordered each tribe to appoint a man to perform a special task that was explained later (Josh. 

4:2-8). God was going before His people, and He would open the way! 
    As you review these five messages, you can see that the Lord gave them all the information they needed to accomplish 

what He wanted them to do. You find conditions that the people had to fulfill, orders they had to obey, and promises they 

had to believe. God always gives His “Word of faith” to His people whenever He asks them to follow Him into new areas 

of conflict and conquest.  
    God’s commandments are still His enablements, and God’s promises do not fail. The counsel of King Jehoshaphat 

centuries later is still applicable today: “Believe in the Lord your God, and you shall be established; believe His prophets, 

and you shall prosper” (2 Chron. 20:20, NKJV). “There has not failed one word of all His good promise” (1 Kings 8:56, 

NKJV).
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Testament, Oxford University Press, London, 1907, p. 426). 
[5]Radmacher, E. D., Allen, R. B., & House, H. W. 1999. Nelson's new illustrated Bible commentary . T. Nelson Publishers: Nashville 
[6]Radmacher, E. D., Allen, R. B., & House, H. W. 1999. Nelson's new illustrated Bible commentary . T. Nelson Publishers: Nashville 
[7] Campbell, p. 30. 

 

 

 

 

Sermon%20Series/My%20Web%20Sites/Mentor/SermonsE-L/Joshua3.htm#_ftn9#_ftn9
Sermon%20Series/My%20Web%20Sites/Mentor/SermonsE-L/Joshua3.htm#_ftnref1#_ftnref1
Sermon%20Series/My%20Web%20Sites/Mentor/SermonsE-L/Joshua3.htm#_ftnref2#_ftnref2
Sermon%20Series/My%20Web%20Sites/Mentor/SermonsE-L/Joshua3.htm#_ftnref3#_ftnref3
Sermon%20Series/My%20Web%20Sites/Mentor/SermonsE-L/Joshua3.htm#_ftnref4#_ftnref4
Sermon%20Series/My%20Web%20Sites/Mentor/SermonsE-L/Joshua3.htm#_ftnref5#_ftnref5
Sermon%20Series/My%20Web%20Sites/Mentor/SermonsE-L/Joshua3.htm#_ftnref6#_ftnref6
Sermon%20Series/My%20Web%20Sites/Mentor/SermonsE-L/Joshua3.htm#_ftnref7#_ftnref7


 57 

Studies in the Life of Joshua 

#5  Consecrating the People: Our Changeless Lord’s Instructions on how 

to use Teachable Moments Joshua 4:1-24 

 

When we are filled with doubt and discouragement, when we don't think God is answering anymore, when we 

feel the heavens are brass we need to have memorial stones we can touch so that we can remember, "Yes, these 

stones came from the middle of the overflowing river. We brought them out of the river to remind us that God is 

faithful even in the most impossible situations."  
  
Children have many endearing qualities about them. Perhaps one of the most engaging is their tendency to ask questions 

no one can answer. As a matter of fact, I am not sure there are any answers for some of their questions. I have a lot of 

answers, but somehow my answers rarely seem to coincide with my children's questions! "How high is up?" "How far is 

there?"  
  
Perhaps you have heard the story of the little boy who asked his father, "How tall is the Eiffel Tower?" His father said, "I 

don't know, son; I don't have any idea." The boy said, "How far is it from here to China?" His dad said, "I just don't know, 

son." "Well, how deep is the deepest part of the ocean?" His father said, "I really don't have any idea." The little boy said, 

"Daddy, how--oh never mind." His dad said, "That's all right, son. Ask questions. It's the only way you can get answers!"  
  
We recognize that our children are naturally inquisitive. It is the way they learn. Someone once asked Isidor Rabi, the 

well-known physicist and Nobel Prize winner, what he attributed his inquiring spirit to. His response was that each day 

when he came home from school his mother would ask him, "Isidor, did you ask any good questions today?" 
  
I am convinced that the naturally inquisitive spirit children have is designed by God to lead them into a knowledge of the 

truth. And we parents have an opportunity to be primary agents in that process. 

 
God didn’t create the earth and the people to populate it and then walk away and yell out over his shoulder, "Best of 

luck!" No, that’s not the kind of God we have. Our God is Yahweh, I AM. He’s involved with us; he’s personally present, 

providing all the resources we need to live this life.  
  
The parents' responsibility is to teach each generation with three generations in view to praise the Lord; to teach them of 

the strength and of the wondrous works of the Lord; and to teach them to put their confidence in God so their children will 

put their confidence in God, so their children will put their confidence in God, and so on down through the ages until he 

comes again.  
  
We are to set them free from this "Me" society that cannot see beyond today, this society that thinks that when it dies the 

whole world dies with it. Our children are living testimony to the fact that God has given us a very significant part to play 

in his plan of redemption throughout the ages.  
  
My righteousness in God's strength in my generation will have a tremendous effect on my grandchildren whom God 

already knows by name and by ministry. 
  
When we talk about teaching our children all these things, the question, Where can we Christian parents get time to do 

this in view of the constant interruptions our modern world is forcing upon us? Sometimes I think we’ve embarked on 

new careers when we have children: full-time taxi driver!  
  
How in the world can we teach truth to our children when all we do is race home from work, run down to a fast food chain 

(because there's no time to cook dinner), gobble up some food that's absolutely no good for us and take off again to 

football practice, baseball practice, riding practice, swimming practice? And not only do you have to take your children 

there, you've got to go pick them up and bring them home again. You spend your whole day looking at your watch. 
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How are we going to communicate spiritual truth to this generation that will affect the next three generations in this three-

-ring circus world we're living in? Well, our beautiful Lord gives us wisdom on how to live in this three--ring circus. You 

see, all those times when we're going back and forth with our children are just loaded with teachable moments, incredibly 

rich moments that we can buy up by the wisdom that God gives us.  
  
Children give us leads all day long and we have to buy them up. And these don't have to be long sermons. (I remember the 

day my children said to me, "Is this going to be a long one?") 
  
One of the most beautiful illustrations of a teachable moment is found in chapter 4 of the Book of Joshua. In this story we 

have our Lord's instructions to us on how to use one of those moments. The story has three movements: 
(1) Stones on the West Bank (verses 1-8);  

(2) Stones in the middle of the river (verse s 9-18);  

(3) Stones in Gilgal (verses 19-26). 

  

1. Stones On The West Bank (4:1-8) 
(Joshua 4:1-8 NIV)  When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, {2} "Choose 

twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, {3} and tell them to take up twelve stones from the middle of the 

Jordan from right where the priests stood and to carry them over with you and put them down at the place where you stay 

tonight." {4} So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one from each tribe, {5} and 

said to them, "Go over before the ark of the LORD your God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a 

stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, {6} to serve as a sign among you. In the 

future, when your children ask you, 'What do these stones mean?' {7} tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off 

before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These 

stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever." {8} So the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They 

took twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, as the LORD had 

told Joshua; and they carried them over with them to their camp, where they put them down. 
  
Two million people of the second generation of those who left Egypt crossed into the Promised Land, and two people of 

the first generation, Joshua and Caleb, crossed, because they did not sin against God. Joshua stands watching all the 

people come across totally amazed at what God has done. Meanwhile, his enemies five miles up to the west are standing 

on the walls of the city of Jericho, watching in horror, fear and disbelief, as two million people cross over on the now dry 

river bed. 
  
Then they see this strange sight: Joshua instructs twelve men, one man from each of the twelve tribes of Israel, to go into 

the Jordan and pick up stones and place them on their shoulders and bring the stones to a place where the Israelites will 

lodge that night. Let this be a sign among you, Joshua tells them.  
  
These stones were to serve a fourfold purpose:  
1. That the Israelites had just crossed on dry land from the wilderness, a place where their fathers lived in unbelief. Joshua 

is saying, "We do not have to live that way any more. These stones will be a sign that as we go to the Promised Land and 

take hold of all that God has for us, we will know that although the River Jordan was in flood, yet God overruled that 

impossible situation in the most amazing way." 
  
2. The second sign they would serve was that their children would ask, "What do these stones mean?" That is the nature of 

children. We need to work diligently to present to our children truth through memorial stones in our lives so that when 

they see them and touch them we can tell them about how God has worked. Those are the teachable moments we need. 
  
3. Joshua says, "We will know that these stones are here because the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of 

the covenant of the Lord." For seven hundred years, ever since the days of Abraham, the nation of Israel had waited for 

this moment. Finally, two million people walked on dry land into the land of promise. Are you willing to live your life so 

that your descendants, seven hundred years from now, can enjoy the blessings that God has prepared for them?  
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Our struggle is that we can't think in terms of seven days, much less 700 years. We have lost our sense of history, our 

sense of reality from God's perspective. We have bought the world's system, the "Me" society. I beg of you to make the 

choice to get out of it and be set free to see who you are in God's sight. 
  
4. Joshua says that the stones would become a memorial to their sons forever. You see, God doesn't change. What he 

accomplished at the Jordan, where he invaded time and space and overcame apparently impossible circumstances, he can 

accomplish again. He can divide the waters and march us into this new land.  
  
When we are filled with doubt and discouragement, when we don't think God is answering anymore, when we feel the 

heavens are brass we need to have memorial stones we can touch so that we can remember, "Yes, these stones came from 

the middle of the overflowing river. We brought them out of the river to remind us that God is faithful even in the most 

impossible situations."  
  
We are human beings, made of flesh and blood. We need to have things to touch that we can relate to events, and so that 

our children too can touch them. 
  
When my wife and I first got married, materially, we had nothing. But we didn't care. What is it about being young and 

married? I guess it's that you have no sense. But you have a lot of fun! That seems to be the key. And you have a lot of 

faith, a lot of optimism.  
  
When we moved into our first apartment after graduation, we didn't need a U-Haul van or a bunch of friends to move us. 

We slept on 7 blankets stacked on the floor, ate off an old card table, had two chairs in the living room my grandparents 

had given us, and we listened to an 8-track stereo system we received for free for joining one of those record/tapes 

clubs……but it was home.  
  
Then someone gave us a mattress, someone else brought a spring, and someone gave us a bed-frame, then a couch. Soon 

afterwards some good friends of the family were moving out of state and we went to help  them load their belongings on 

the moving truck. They didn’t have room for an old dresser and a mirrored night table….and they gave it to us. I have 

never forgotten those days, because, as far as I was concerned, God had provided in the most impossible situation.  
  
You can see that dresser in my home today. You could not buy it from me. Every night I look at it and remember how 

God provided in the most marvelous way. We need to have those stones, those rock piles for our children to touch. 

  

2. Stones In The Middle Of The River (Joshua 4: 9-18) 
(Joshua 4:9-18 NIV)  Joshua set up the twelve stones that had been in the middle of the Jordan at the spot where the 

priests who carried the ark of the covenant had stood. And they are there to this day. {10} Now the priests who carried the 

ark remained standing in the middle of the Jordan until everything the LORD had commanded Joshua was done by the 

people, just as Moses had directed Joshua. The people hurried over, {11} and as soon as all of them had crossed, the ark 

of the LORD and the priests came to the other side while the people watched. {12} The men of Reuben, Gad and the half-

tribe of Manasseh crossed over, armed, in front of the Israelites, as Moses had directed them. {13} About forty thousand 

armed for battle crossed over before the LORD to the plains of Jericho for war. {14} That day the LORD exalted Joshua 

in the sight of all Israel; and they revered him all the days of his life, just as they had revered Moses. {15} Then the LORD 

said to Joshua, {16} "Command the priests carrying the ark of the Testimony to come up out of the Jordan." {17} So 

Joshua commanded the priests, "Come up out of the Jordan." {18} And the priests came up out of the river carrying the 

ark of the covenant of the LORD. No sooner had they set their feet on the dry ground than the waters of the Jordan 

returned to their place and ran at flood stage as before. 
  
Three things happened here. After Joshua had the twelve stones set up, he personally walked out to where the priests were 

standing the rniddle of the river and gathered up twelve more stones and placed them in the middle of the Jordan. Then he 

told the priests to come up on the bank, and as soon as they did so the water came down again and went back to its natural 

flow. 
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Now what is the point of all this? Well, in the future, when children asked their fathers why the stones were placed at the 

Israelites lodging place, parents would have an opportunity to share about the time when, in a seemingly impossible 

situation, God took them across the dry river bed.  
  
Some children, of course, would respond. "Sure, dad. How do I know you didn't just put those rocks there and make up 

that story?" Then the father could say, "No, I didn't make up that story, and to prove it, look out in the middle of the river. 

Do you see that other pile of rocks? How do you think they got there? We put them out there after God dried up the 

flooded river. They are there to this day to remind you that we walked across that river and don't you forget it. God can 

provide in the most impossible circumstances. Those rocks are proof of that." 
  
We humans are so skeptical; so unbelieving. That is part of our make--up. Our sons too will say that the miracles worked 

by God in our lives did not happen if we do not remind them that God is indeed working in similar ways today! 
  
The second thing that's happening is described in verse 12: 
And the sons of Reuben and the sons of Cad and the half--tribe of Manasseh crossed over in battle array before the sons 

of Israel, just as Moses had spoken to them; 
  
The background to this event is in Numbers chapter 32. These three tribes got to the eastern bank of the Jordan and found 

that the grass was so good (they being cattleman) that they told Moses, "Go ahead without us. We'll stay here." Moses 

said, "Do you want to be like your fathers who went to spy out the land which God was giving us and came back and 

discouraged the people? God let all of the first generation perish because of that kind of attitude."  
  
So these men had a meeting, and afterwards they said to Moses, "How about if we build cities here for our children and 

pens for our livestock? We will arm ourselves and go before the sons of Israel, and we will not return to our homes until 

every one of them has possessed his inheritance." Moses agreed with that plan, and now 40,000 of these men equipped for 

war cross the Jordan. 
  
The third thing that happened is that 
On that day the Lord exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; so that they revered him, 
  
Joshua is one of the most amazing characters in Scripture. I hope you will become familiar with his life story. His name 

means, "Jehovah is salvation" (the Hebrew word for Jesus). Joshua never wanted to be leader of the Israelites but God 

anointed him, and God said he would be with him.  
  
When Moses died, I'm sure the first generation must have said, "What will we do now without our leader?" But God said, 

"You don't do anything. I'm in charge. It's my program. I'm the one who's doing the redeeming. I chose the nation of 

Israel. Whoever gave you the vote? There is no decision-making involved here. Your only decision is to follow me. I'll 

provide the leader and I'm going to choose Joshua."  
  
You can imagine their response to that news: "Joshua? But he's afraid of his own shadow. He doesn't want to be a leader. " 

When Moses died, however Joshua was the leader chosen by God. We don't have to worry about who is in charge. God is 

running the program of redemption. 

  

3. Stones In Gigal (verses 19-24) 
Now the people came up from Jordan on the tenth of the first month and camped at Gilgal on the eastern edge of Jericho. 

And those twelve stones which they had taken from the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. And he said to the sons of Israel, 

"When your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, 'What are these stones'' then you shall inform your 

children, saying, 'Israel crossed this Jordan on dry ground.' For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan 

before you until you had crossed, just as the Lord your God had done to the Red Sea, which He dried up before us until 

we had crossed; that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty, so that you may fear the 

Lord your God forever." 
  
The tenth day of the first month was the very day the Israelites celebrated Passover. They could have left Egypt just after 

the first Passover and been in the Promised Land for the second one, but because of the sin of unbelief they spent 39 
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Passovers in the wilderness of unbelief. Joshua, however, is now starting all over again with this new generation. He 

wants them to walk by faith, trusting Yahweh for the fruit of his promises. 
  
By setting the twelve stones up in Gilgal, Joshua wants the Israelites to remember three things. He reviews the message of 

the stones for them: "Listen, children, I know it's hard to believe, but we did cross the Jordan River, on dry land. That's the 

first thing."  
  
The second thing Joshua wants them to remember is "that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the Lord 

is might'" (verse 24).  
  
The Canaanites were held captive by Satan, by their idols, by superstition and by fear; they were held captive by gods who 

could not answer their requests. God is telling the Israelites, ''I want your children to see that these stones are a 

representation of my mighty hand which can overcome all apparently impossible circumstances. All we have to do is tell 

God what the circumstances are. He will divide the waters and we will go through on dry land "  
  
Joshua wants the people to know that the hand of the Lord is mighty because at the very moment they were trying to 

figure out how they were going to get across the river, a woman up in Jericho, Rahab, had become a follower of Yahweh. 

Those are two of the reasons God brings teachable moments into our lives--to show our children how God has worked in 

our own lives, and to show them that the mighty hand of God is extended to all the peoples of the earth. 
  
The third reason Joshua set the memorial stones in Gilgal is. "So that you may fear the Lord your God forever."  
  
"I don't want you to fear your enemies, the fortified cities, the mighty armies, or the idols of Canaan," Joshua says. "I don't 

want you to fear anyone but Yahweh, the only true living God. When you get discouraged in the days ahead as you face 

32 kings in your attempt to conquer this land, I want you to come back and touch these stones. God is just as real as these 

stones, and he will work in our lives." 
  
God has left Christians some memorial stones to commemorate his overcoming impossible circumstances.  

 In the Lord's supper we remember that he died and was buried and rose again, according to the Scriptures.  

 Another memorial stone he left with us is baptism--physical baptism, representing our new life in Christ and our 

identification with him. We all know someone right now of whom we can say, "I can't believe God will ever save that 

person!" Guess what? That's a pushover for God. It's as easy as crossing a river in flood. We need to rest in that and 

depend upon God to work. 
  

1.      In your life what are some of the physical, emotional and spiritual memorial stones representing apparent 

impossible circumstances where Yahweh rolled back the waters so that you could walk over on dry land 

and begin to enjoy the fruit of his promises which he has given to us in Christ Jesus?  
2.      What are the circumstances in your life by which the world can recognize that the hand of the Lord is 

mighty and that our hearts are filled with respect for him?  
3.      What are some of the "physical" stones we have on display so that our children seeing them and touching 

them can ask, "What do these stones mean?"  
  
We are to teach that to our children. We are to teach it out of our own experience, and we are to teach it verbally. I am 

sure that not too long after this event, a little child walking beside the river Jordan saw that pile of stones out in the middle 

of the river, and said to his father, "Father, how in the world did those stones get out there?" And his dad said, "Sit down, 

son, and let me tell you." And he began to tell of his own experience in passing through the Jordan on dry ground, and 

discovering the newness of life in the land. He was teaching right out of his own experience. And the Scriptures call us 

back to this time and time again. As parents we are not only responsible to act upon the truth, but we also have a 

responsibility to instruct our children. It is both a responsibility and a privilege. 
  
This principle is stated again and again throughout the Scripture. As we shall see as we go through the book of Joshua in 

the next few weeks, there were a number of these memorials erected throughout the land, which children would notice and 

comment on, and which therefore would become an occasion for further teaching. 
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Now let's turn back to Deuteronomy 6, because the same principle is stated there in slightly different form. This is the 

bedrock statement of Jewish faith, the basis of all their understanding of the nature of God, verse 4: 
"Hear, 0 Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your might. And these words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart...." 
  
This is where we all must begin as parents-by loving the Lord with all our heart, and by taking the Word itself to heart. 

We are to respond to the truth in obedience. Now, none of us ever acts perfectly, but that is to be our heart's intention.  
  
Then there is a second responsibility: 
...and you shall teach them diligently [literally, "incisively, sharply, precisely, to the point"] to your sons and shall talk of 

them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up. And you 

shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. And you shall write them on the 

doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
  
I encourage you parents to start diligently arranging your lives so that your children can indeed see and touch such 

memorial stones in your homes. Thereby you can share your life, share how God overcame the most impossible situation 

and set you and your loved ones free to walk across a flooding river on dry land.  
  
I encourage you to use those teachable moments to prepare the next generation and the next generation and the next 

generation to follow Yahweh, Jesus Christ, our Lord and wonderful Savior. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 63 

Studies in the Life of Joshua 

#6 Preparing to Possess the Land Joshua 5 

Before Israel was ready to face the enemy, they  needed a preparation of heart and  
willingness to submit to God’s directions that they might experience His power. To ensure victory,  

God took them through several events to instruct and prepare them for battle 
  
The nation of Israel arrived safely on the other side of the Jordan River. Their crossing was a great miracle, and it sent a 

great message to the people of the land (5:1). The Canaanites were already afraid (2:9-11), and now their fears totally 

demoralized them. 
  
You would have expected Joshua to mobilize the army immediately and attack Jericho. After all, the people of Israel were 

united in following the Lord; and the people of the land were paralyzed by fear. From the human point of view, it was the 

perfect time for Joshua to act. 
  
But God’s thoughts and ways are higher than ours (Isa. 55:8-9); and Joshua was getting his orders from the Lord, not from 

the military experts. The nation crossed the river on the tenth day of the first month (Josh. 4:19). The events described in 

Joshua 5 took at least ten days, and then the people marched around Jericho for six more days. God waited over two 

weeks before giving His people their first victory in the land. 
  
God’s people must be prepared before they can be trusted with victory. The triumphant conquest of the land was to be the 

victory of God, not the victory of Israel or of Joshua. It was neither the expertise of the Jewish army nor the emotions of 

the enemy that would give Israel the victory, but the presence and blessing of the Lord.  
  
Chapter 5 describes the consecration of the people of Israel in preparation for the great task that lay before them. As such, 

it stands as a bridge between the crossing of the Jordan and the beginning of the military campaigns to subjugate the 

inhabitants of the land. For many, however, especially to those trained in military tactics, this chapter may seem like an 

enigma, at least from man’s point of view. And of course, that’s precisely the issue here.  
  
God’s ways are infinitely higher than ours. From all appearances, now was the time to attack the enemy. The people of 

Israel were filled with the excitement and motivation of having miraculously crossed the Jordan. They apparently knew 

the enemy was in disarray from the standpoint of their morale (5:1); so surely, it was time to strike. Many of the military 

leaders under Joshua’s command may have been thinking, “Let’s not wait! Let’s go! Now is the logical time and the 

enemy is ripe for the taking!”  
  
But in God’s economy and plan there are spiritual values, priorities, and principles that are far more vital and fundamental 

to victory or our capacity to attack and demolish the fortresses that the world has raised up against the knowledge and plan 

of God (2 Cor. 10:4-5). Looking at conditions from our perspective of deadlines, feeling the pressure to perform and 

accomplish things in order to please people and sometimes our own egos, we are too often in a hurry to ‘get the show on 

the road.’  
But to be successful from God’s standpoint, certain things are essential if we are going to attack the various fortresses of 

life in His strength and according to His principles.  
  
Before Israel was ready to face the enemy, they too needed a similar preparation of heart and willingness to submit to 

God’s directions that they might experience His power. To ensure victory, God took them through several events to 

instruct and prepare them for battle. Chapter five falls into five instructive sections, each one fundamental to victory. 

These include:  
  
(1) A statement regarding the morale of the inhabitants of the land (5:1).  
(Joshua 5:1 NIV)  Now when all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite kings along the coast heard 

how the LORD had dried up the Jordan before the Israelites until we had crossed over, their hearts melted and they no 

longer had the courage to face the Israelites. 
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Essential to spiritual victory is our understanding that in Christ, all the enemies we face are, in essence, defeated foes (cf. 

Rom. 6; Col. 2:1-15; Heb. 2:14). 
  
(2) The renewal of the rite of circumcision (5:2-9).  
(Joshua 5:2-9 NIV)  At that time the LORD said to Joshua, "Make flint knives and circumcise the Israelites again." {3} So 

Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the Israelites at Gibeath Haaraloth. {4} Now this is why he did so: All those 

who came out of Egypt--all the men of military age--died in the desert on the way after leaving Egypt. {5} All the people 

that came out had been circumcised, but all the people born in the desert during the journey from Egypt had not. {6} The 

Israelites had moved about in the desert forty years until all the men who were of military age when they left Egypt had 

died, since they had not obeyed the LORD. For the LORD had sworn to them that they would not see the land that he had 

solemnly promised their fathers to give us, a land flowing with milk and honey. {7} So he raised up their sons in their 

place, and these were the ones Joshua circumcised. They were still uncircumcised because they had not been circumcised 

on the way. {8} And after the whole nation had been circumcised, they remained where they were in camp until they were 

healed. {9} Then the LORD said to Joshua, "Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you." So the place has 

been called Gilgal to this day. 
  
As a sign of God’s covenant with Abraham, circumcision stood for Israel’s faith in God’s promises which included the 

possession of the land as their inheritance. It was an act of faith and spiritual preparation. 
  
(3) The observance of the Passover (5:10).  
(Joshua 5:10 NIV)  On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while camped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, the 

Israelites celebrated the Passover. 
  
By partaking of the Passover, Israel was to relive their deliverance out of Egypt by the blood of the Lamb, but as with 

circumcision, this too was related to the land. As observing the Passover in Egypt protected them from the destroying 

angel, it also assured them of two more things: (a) that just as the Red Sea crossing would be followed by the destruction 

of the Egyptians (b) so likewise the crossing of the Jordan would be followed by the defeat of the Canaanites. 

Remembering the past became an excellent preparation of faith for the tests of the future. 
  
(4) Eating of the produce of the land with the ceasing of the manna (5:11-12).  
(Joshua 5:11-12 NIV)  The day after the Passover, that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land: unleavened 

bread and roasted grain. {12} The manna stopped the day after they ate this food from the land; there was no longer any 

manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate of the produce of Canaan. 
  
As just seen, observing the Passover stood for God’s deliverance out of Egypt and from judgment of the destroying angel, 

but for God’s covenant people, deliverance from Egypt included the promise they would inherit the land, a land of abun-

dance, a land of wheat, barley, fig trees, olive oil and honey (cf. Deut. 8:8-9).  
  
It spoke of their new beginning, of their new life as the people of God delivered from judgment and rock solid in the place 

of blessing. May I repeat the principle: the Passover not only looked back, but it looked forward to their new life in the 

land enjoying its abundant blessings by the power of God. Thus, eating of the produce was an act of confirmation of 

God’s abundant blessing. 
  
(5) Joshua’s encounter with the Captain of the hosts of the Lord (5:13-15) becomes the last key event of preparation, 

which we shall look at later in this series: 
(Joshua 5:13-15 NIV)  Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a 

drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, "Are you for us or for our enemies?" {14} "Neither," he 

replied, "but as commander of the army of the LORD I have now come." Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in 

reverence, and asked him, "What message does my Lord have for his servant?" {15} The commander of the Lord's army 

replied, "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy." And Joshua did so. 
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The Condition of Canaanites  (5:1) 
Now when all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite kings along the coast heard how the LORD had 

dried up the Jordan before the Israelites until we had crossed over, their hearts melted and they no longer had the 

courage to face the Israelites (NIV). 
  
God’s drying up the waters of the Jordan caused the inhabitants of Canaan to fear Israel greatly. Such reactions of fear or 

opposition were common as Israel entered the land (9:1–4; 10:1, 2; 11:1–5). The language here especially recalls the same 

thought expressed earlier by Rahab (2:10, 11). This verse forms a transition between the Jordan crossing in chs. 3 and 4 

and the adversaries to be encountered later in chs. 6—12. we: Most early translations and editions of the text read “they” 

here, including the earliest extant Hebrew manuscripts of Joshua (from Qumran), the earliest translations into Aramaic 

and Greek, and the marginal notations of the early Jewish scribes, the Masoretes.[1] 
  
This first important statement shows the demoralized condition of the inhabitants of the land. They were, in essence, an 

already defeated foe. They were fearful of the nation of Israel because of the mighty works of God described in verse 1. 

However, this truth needs to be seen in light of the twofold purpose of 4:24, one for the nations, “that all the peoples of 

the earth may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty,” and the other for Israel, “so that you may fear the Lord your 

God.”  
  
Before moving on to the renewal of circumcision, it would be well to reflect briefly on the statements of verse one 

regarding the morale of the inhabitants in view of the mighty works of God. There are some significant and instructive 

New Testament parallels here.  
  
It is vital that God’s people recognize and understand that the Lord is not only mightier than all our enemies, whether the 

world, the flesh, or the devil, but He has defeated them for us in the person and work of Christ, the Victorious One.  
  
In John 16:33, Jesus encouraged His disciples with these words: “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may 

have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”  
  
Because Christ is truly the Overcomer, we too can be overcomers, indeed, we are super conquerors in Him. Our capacity, 

however,  to overcome and tear down the fortresses raised up against the knowledge of God and their impact on us and 

others is always dependent on our new life in the Savior. For this reason, Paul prayed, “But thanks be to God, who always 

leads us in His triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place” (2 

Cor. 2:14, emphasis mine).  
  
But being triumphant in Christ is not automatic. Overcoming through the Savior requires that we be rightly related to Him 

as well as focused and dependent on Him as the source of our daily walk, step by step. Our need is to be strong in the 

Lord and in the strength of His might (Eph. 6:10f).  
  
For this reason, Israel not only needed to know they faced a defeated and demoralized foe, but they needed spiritual 

preparation. Thus, the Lord led them through a number of important experiences to spiritually fortify and prepare them to 

enter into the battle that lay before them. 
  
The Circumcision of the People Renewed  (5:2-9) 
In verse 2, the Lord instructs Joshua to circumcise the sons of Israel a second time. Obviously, “a second time” does not 

mean the men who had already been circumcised were to be circumcised again. Rather, as a nation this was the second 

time all the men were circumcised, the first being while the old generation was still in Egypt.  
  
During the time the children of Israel were slaves in Egypt they had not practiced circumcision, not until they were about 

to leave. Circumcision was an Egyptian practice with religious connotations, being reserved for the priests and upper-class 

citizens. Because of this, it would most likely have been prohibited as a practice for the Israelites. At any rate, every male 

who partook of the Passover in Egypt, native Israelite or stranger, was then circumcised (cf. Josh. 5:5 with Ex. 12:43-49). 

The comment concerning this circumcision in Exodus 12:50 is, “… then all the sons of Israel did so.” 
  

Sermon%20Series/My%20Web%20Sites/Mentor/SermonsE-L/Joshua5.htm#_ftn1#_ftn1


 66 

But why the renewal of the rite of circumcision and especially at this time for it would certainly leave the men of war 

more vulnerable to attack because it totally disabled the men for a period of time. For an illustration of the effects of 

circumcision on adult men, compare the story in Genesis 34 regarding the Shechemites and the sons of Jacob.  
  
The Shechemite men, who wanted to intermarry with the Israelites women, agreed to be circumcised, but this was only a 

ruse to incapacitate them for battle. Genesis 34:25 reads, “Now it came about on the third day, when they were in pain, 

that two of Jacob’s sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, each took his sword and came upon the city unawares, and 

killed every male.” 
  
Man’s wisdom would have called for an immediate attack, but instead, God called for a delay for the purpose of spiritual 

preparation. Verses 4-9 explain the specific reasons: 
  
(1) It was because none of the men born after they came out of the wilderness during the stay in the wilderness had 

been circumcised. They had failed to practice the right of circumcision while in the wilderness (vss. 4-7). This may have 

been a further evidence of their disobedience and lack of faith and confidence in God’s covenant with the nation through 

Abraham. But more than anything else, because of what circumcision stood for, it was unfitting for them to practice 

circumcision in the wilderness as a judged people who would die there. Circumcision was a sign of God’s covenant promises 

to Abraham which included the possession of the  land (cf. Gen. 17:8f). The old generation would never possess the land 

because of their unbelief. 
  
(2) Circumcision, as a sign of the covenant, was the means of becoming identified with the covenant promises of God 

to Abraham and to his descendants, the nation of Israel. As such, it was to be a sign of faith in what God would do 

through and for His people. Undoubtedly, for this reason no male could legitimately partake of the Passover if he was 

uncircumcised (Ex. 12:43f). The Passover reminded Israel of their deliverance from Egypt, but it was a deliverance that 

had as its goal the possession of the land. 
  
(3) The Lord acknowledged the completion of circumcision with the words, “Today I have rolled away the 

reproach of Egypt from you. So the name of that place is called Gilgal to this day” (vs. 9). As previously seen, Gilgal 

means a circle and referred to the circle of stones placed at Gilgal when they were crossing the Jordan as a memorial of 

God’s deliverance. But as also pointed out, Gilgal comes from the Hebrew term, galal, “to roll, or roll away.” The word for a 

wheel (a circle which rolls as used in a chariot) comes from this word. So there is a play on words here for the sake of 

teaching an important truth. 
  
It’s also been suggested that “the reproach of Egypt” refers to the nation’s shame because they had worshiped idols in 

Egypt (Ezek. 20:7-8; 23:3) and even during their wilderness wanderings (Amos 5:25-26; Acts 7:42-43). But that older 

generation was now dead, and the younger Israelites certainly shouldn’t be blamed for the sins of their fathers. 

Furthermore, it’s difficult for me to see the relationship between crossing the river, circumcision, and the Jews’ idolatry in 

Egypt. 
  
Based on Genesis 34:14, Unger thinks the “reproach was the shame and disgrace of uncircumcision.”[2] But Ryrie, 

probably because of Exodus 32:12, believes it refers to “the taunts leveled by the Egyptians at the Israelites for their 

failure to gain their promised land.”[3] 
  
I think that “the reproach of Egypt” refers to the ridicule of the enemy when Israel failed to trust God at Kadesh Barnea 

and enter the Promised Land. When Aaron made the golden calf at Mt. Sinai and the people broke God’s law, God 

threatened to destroy them and make a new nation from Moses. But Moses argued that God would lose glory if He did 

that, because the Egyptians would only say that God delivered them in order to kill them (Ex. 32:1-12). At Kadesh Barnea 

Moses used the same appeal when God said He would destroy Israel (Num. 14:11-14). Moses didn’t want the Egyptians 

to spread the word that the God of Israel couldn’t finish what He had started. 
  
Israel’s sin at Kadesh Barnea was a reproach to them, but now that was all in the past. The nation was actually in the 

Promised Land! They had captured the territory east of the Jordan, and their people were already occupying it (Num. 32). 

They had crossed the Jordan River and were ready for conquest. No matter what the Egyptians and the other nations had 

said about Israel because of their sin at Kadesh Barnea, that reproach was now completely gone. Each man bore on his 
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body the mark that reminded him that he belonged to God, he was a son of the covenant, and the land was his to conquer 

and possess. 
A new significance was thus attached to the name Gilgal. First, Gilgal would stand for what God had done in rolling back 

the waters of Jordan that they might cross on dry land. But, second, it would also remind Israel of what they had done as 

an act of faith and obedience through the rite of circumcision.  
  
Circumcision symbolized their faith in what God would do to enable them to posses the land. Included in this was their 

separated commitment to Him and to His purposes for them as His people.[4]  
It was these two things, the mighty works of God and their act of faith, that had rolled away the reproach of Egypt. At 

Gilgal the people were to remember God’s covenant promises and past deliverance in order that they might live as His 

people and possess their possession in the days that lay ahead.  
  
In essence, then, God was saying at Gilgal that to be victorious against the enemies of the land, you must be a holy people 

and trust Me to fight your battles; you must trust in My covenant promises and be committed to me as My people, ever 

keeping in mind your purpose as a nations of priests, My own possession among all the peoples of the earth (Ex. 19:5-6).  
  
Through this ritual the Jews became a “marked people” because they belonged to the true and living God. This meant that 

they were under obligation to obey Him. The mark of the covenant reminded them that their bodies belonged to the Lord 

and were not to be used for sinful purposes. Israel was surrounded by nations that worshiped idols and included in their 

worship rituals that were sensual and degrading. The mark of the covenant reminded the Jews that they were a special 

people, a separated people, a holy nation (Ex. 19:5-6), and that they were to maintain purity in their marriages, their 

society, and their worship of God. 
  
This physical operation on the body was meant to be a symbol of a spiritual operation on the heart. “Therefore circumcise 

the foreskin of your heart, and be stiff-necked no longer” (Deut. 10:16, NKJV). No amount of external surgery can change 

the inner person. It’s when we repent and turn to God for help that He can change our hearts and make us love and obey 

Him more. (See Rom. 2:25-29.)  
  
But over the years, the Jews came to trust in the external mark of the covenant and not in the God of the covenant who 

wanted to make them a holy people. They thought that as long as they were God’s covenant people, they could live just as 

they pleased! Moses warned them about this sin (Deut. 30:6), and so did the prophets (Jer. 4:4). When John the Baptist 

called them to repent, the Jewish spiritual leaders said, “We have Abraham as our father” (Matt. 3:9, NKJV).  
  
Flint is a rock found in abundance in biblical lands, and its use is known from almost all periods of ancient history; many 

flint knives have been found in excavations. Flint was gradually replaced by metals, such as copper, bronze, and iron. 

Only in two places in the OT is the Hebrew word flint found, here and in Ex. 4:26, both in connection with 

circumcision.[5] 
  

This also was an opportunity to test their faith! Israel was camped in enemy territory, just a few miles from Jericho. 

Now they were going to temporarily disable every male in the nation, including every soldier in the army! What a golden 

opportunity for the enemy to attack and wipe them out. (See Gen. 34.) It took faith for Joshua and the people to obey the 

Lord, but their obedience to the Law was the secret of their success (Josh. 1:7-8). In their weakness they were made 

strong; and through faith and patience they inherited the promises (Heb. 6:12). 
  
Shortly after Israel departed from Egypt, God tested them at Meribah; and they failed the test (Ex. 17:1-7; Ps. 81:7). 

Shortly after Israel entered the Promised Land, God tested them by commanding the men to be circumcised; and they 

passed the test. The people had faith to obey God, and this act gave evidence that they would obey His orders as they 

marched through the land. 
  
After we’ve experienced an exciting victory of faith, God often permits us to be tested. Abraham arrived in the land of 

promise and was confronted with a famine (Gen. 12). Elijah triumphed over Baal and was threatened with death (1 Kings 

18-19). After His baptism in the Jordan, the Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted by Satan (Matt. 3:13-4:11).  
  
Since great victories can lead to great pride, God allows us to be tested in order to remind us to depend on Him.  
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Andrew Bonar (1810-92) used to say, “Let us be as watchful after the victory as before the battle.” 
  
The Passover Celebrated (5:10)  Forgetting those things which are behind” (Phil. 3:13) is wise counsel for most areas 

of life, but there are some things we must never forget. In his farewell address to the nation, Moses repeatedly 

commanded the Jews to remember that they were once slaves in Egypt and that the Lord had delivered them and made 

them His own people (Deut. 6:15; 15:15; 16:12; 24:18, 22). This great truth was embodied in their annual Passover feast. 

They were never to forget that they were a redeemed people, set free by the blood of the lamb. 
  
The Israelites celebrated the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month, four days after they crossed the Jordan River 

(4:19), at twilight. The Israelites scrupulously kept the instructions concerning the Passover (Ex. 12:6).[6] 
  
Forty years before, Israel had celebrated the Passover on the night of their deliverance from Egypt (Ex. 11-14). They also 

celebrated Passover at Mt. Sinai, before leaving for Kadesh Barnea (Num. 9:1-14); but there is no evidence that they 

commemorated the Passover at any time during their years of wilderness wandering. The fact that the new generation 

wasn’t circumcised prevented them from participating, and God had temporarily suspended His covenant with His people 

because of their rebellion at Kadesh Barnea. That one act of unbelief had cost Israel dearly. 
  
With circumcision accomplished, the people were spiritually ready and qualified to observe the Passover. It is also 

significant that they crossed just in time to observe it on the fourteenth day of the month.  
  
The death of Jesus Christ is typified in the slaying of the Passover lamb (1 Cor. 5:7), and His resurrection is typified in the 

“wave offering” that was presented on the day after the Sabbath that followed Passover (Lev. 23:10-14; 1 Cor. 15:23). 

The day after the Sabbath would be the first day of the week, the Lord’s Day, the day of Christ’s resurrection (Matt. 28:1). 

Again, we see the picture of death and resurrection, which is our only means of life and victory (Rom. 6:4). 
  
The Passover was followed by the Feast of Unleavened Bread when for a week the Jews avoided leaven (yeast) and ate 

unleavened bread (Ex. 12:15, 18-20). When Israel entered Canaan, it was time for the barley harvest; thus grain was 

available. No doubt the inhabitants of the area had left grain behind when they fled to Jericho for safety; thus that grain 

was also available. The Lord prepared a table for His people in the presence of their enemies, and Israel didn’t have to be 

afraid (Ps. 23:5). 
  
On the day after Passover, the manna ceased; and thus ended a forty-year miracle (Ex. 16). If the Passover reminded the 

Jews of their redemption from Egypt, the manna reminded them of their desire to go back to Egypt! “Would to God we 

had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the 

full” (Ex. 16:3).  
  
God fed His people the bread of heaven, the food of the angels (Ps. 78:23-25); and yet they still lusted for the food of 

Egypt (Num. 11:4-9). God easily took His people out of Egypt, but it was difficult for Him to take Egypt out of His 

people. 
  
Too many professed Christians contradict their profession by exhibiting an appetite for what belongs to their past life. “If 

then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set 

your mind on things above, not on things on the earth” (Col. 3:1-2, NKJV).  
  
Using the imagery from Joshua, this means, “You’ve crossed the river and are now in your inheritance. Don’t look back 

and desire the things of Egypt or the wilderness. Let God feed you and satisfy you with the harvest in the inheritance.” 
  
The harvest is another image of death and resurrection. The seed is buried in the ground and dies, but from that death 

comes forth beauty and fruitfulness. Jesus applied to Himself both the image of the manna (John 6:26-59) and the harvest 

(12:20-28), for He is the nourishment upon which we must feed. 
  
Note God’s precise timing here. 
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This was only the third Passover the people had kept. The first was in Egypt (Ex. 12:1-28), the second was at Mt. Sinai 

just before they broke camp (Num. 9:1-5), and the third was here at Gilgal. But why the Passover? By partaking of the 

Passover, they were to relive their deliverance out of Egypt by the blood of the Lamb sprinkled on the doorposts and on 

the lintel of their houses in Egypt.  
  
Campbell writes: As the lambs were slain they were assured that as the Red Sea crossing was followed by the destruction 

of the Egyptians, so the crossing of the Jordan would be followed by the defeat of the Canaanites. So remembering the 

past was an excellent preparation for the tests of the future.[7] 
  
The Passover not only reminded them of their deliverance and redemption out of Egypt, but it looked forward to other 

victories—to the defeat of the Canaanites, but also to a victory accomplished in Jerusalem on Calvary. It naturally pointed 

to the cross where Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.: Clean out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, just 

as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed (1 Cor. 5:7).  
  
The Lord’s Supper or Communion is that act of worship where we too are to remember the person and work of the Savior 

as the Lamb of God who died in our place, bearing our sin that we might have life and life abundantly.  
  

The Passover and the Lord’s Supper Compared 

The Passover The Lord’s Supper 

The Passover was a memorial of a physical 

deliverance from Egypt by the sacrifice of a 

lamb (Ex. 12:1f). 

The Lord’s Supper is a memorial of a spiritual 

deliverance in Jerusalem through the sacrifice of the 

Lamb (John 1:29; 1 Cor. 5:7). 

The Passover was also an anticipation in 

shadows and types of a future fulfillment—the 

person and work of Christ in His first advent, 

which encompassed His birth, sinless life, and 

death on the Cross as the Lamb of God to redeem 

us from the clutches of sin. 

The Lord’s Supper not only points to the fulfillment of 

those types, but it is to be kept also in anticipation of a 

future fulfillment, the second advent and kingdom of God 

on earth when the Lamb becomes the Lion. 

  
The first Lord’s Supper was also the last Passover, at least biblically speaking, for it instituted the New Covenant of God’s 

relationship with men through the Cross and closed out the Old Covenant which consisted in types and shadows (cf. Heb. 

8:6-13). As one studies the Passover and how it was to be observed according to Scripture, this becomes even more 

evident and significant when you consider how the Passover is celebrated today by the Jewish community. When Jews 

today celebrate the Passover they do not sacrifice a lamb. They have only a dry bone of a lamb. They have not celebrated 

the Passover by sacrificing a lamb for over nineteen hundred years. Why? In Exodus 12:14 God said to Israel, “you are to 

celebrate it (the Passover) as a permanent ordinance.” Why do Jews fail to obey this command? 
  
First, the orthodox Jews say, “Leviticus 17:8, 9 forbids the Israelite from sacrificing outside the temple, the prescribed 

place for sacrifice. Consequently, since the temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. and they still have no temple, we cannot 

carry out God’s command to kill a lamb for the Passover.” Jewish people are faced with a dilemma. On the one hand God 

demands that they kill a lamb as a permanent ordinance. On the other hand, God makes it impossible for Jews to do this 

very thing. Why? 
  
Because Jesus Christ is the Lamb and the answer. Paul, himself, a Jew, but one who came to faith in Christ, tells us that 

“Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed” (1 Cor. 5:7). Christ is the Passover Lamb and the fulfillment of the Old 

Testament Passover. Since His death, the observance of the Passover in the typical Jewish fashion is illegitimate. In place 

of the Passover we are to keep the Lord’s Supper, a memorial that the Lamb has come and will come again. 
  
Let’s note Paul’s words 1 Corinthians 5:7-8: “Clean out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, just as you are in 

fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed. Let us therefore celebrate the feast, not with old 

leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”  
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He did not say “let us keep the Passover” because it has been sacrificed for us once and for all. Instead, our responsibility 

lies with the feast of unleavened bread which speaks of purity of life. Thus Paul spoke figuratively saying, “let us keep the 

feast … with sincerity and truth.” 
  
Application: As it was with Israel, so today the Lord wants Christians to dispossess their enemies. Our enemies are those 

things that stand against our fellowship with the Lord and our fruitfulness. We too must remember that our deliverance 

comes from one source—the work of God for us in Christ. But this is so hard for us to grasp regardless of what we know 

doctrinally because of our natural penchant to lean on our own strategies and effort to live our lives by our own means, 

even in spiritual matters. 
  
Further, as Israel was to keep the Passover in remembrance of the past and with a hope for the future fulfillment of its 

shadows and types, so we are to keep the Lord’s Supper remembering not only the victory of the cross, but in anticipation 

of the return of Christ: “For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He 

comes” (1 Cor. 11:26). 
  
The Crops of the Land -- Enjoyed and the Manna Ceases (5:11-12) 
Enjoyment of the Produce (vs. 11) 
With verse eleven, our attention is focused on the fact they ate of the crops of the land on the very next day after 

celebrating the Passover. The text says, “And on the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate …” But why? The 

explanation that follows answers this question. 
  
Again, the Passover stood for God’s deliverance out of Egypt and from judgment of the destroying angel. But for God’s 

covenant people, deliverance from Egypt included the promise they would inherit the land, a land of abundance, a land of 

wheat, barley, fig trees, olive oil and honey (cf. Deut. 8:8-9). It spoke of the their new beginning, of their new life as the 

people of God delivered from judgment and rock solid in the place of blessing. May I repeat the principle: the Passover 

not only looked back, but it looked forward to their new life in the land enjoying its abundant blessings by the 

power of God. 
  
23 “For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two 

doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and will not allow the destroyer to come in to your houses to smite you. 24 

And you shall observe this event as an ordinance for you and your children forever. 25 And it will come about when you 

enter the land which the LORD will give you, as He has promised, that you shall observe this rite (cf. Ex. 12:25, 

emphasis mine; see also Ex. 13:8-9). 
  
As mentioned, the Passover had not been observed since Mount Sinai (Numbers 9) after which they broke camp and 

began their march toward the land. But at Kadesh-Barnea they rebelled and failed to believe God’s promises. They 

became a people under the judgment of God’s discipline; the old generation could no longer go into the land and so there 

were no Passover observances. But now the new generation had crossed over by faith in the power of God. Now that they 

are in the land and have celebrated the Passover in faith, they are able to appropriate the blessings of the land and taste of 

the goodness of the Lord. 
  
Further, we should note they ate what is defined as “unleavened cakes and parched grain.” The Passover was to be 

followed by the feast of unleavened bread which lasted for seven days (Ex. 12:15). Leaven is a symbol of corruption and 

evil in Scripture. The unleavened bread spoke of Christ who is without sin, and eating the bread spoke of fellowship with 

the Lord following self-examination and confession of sin so there is no known sin in the life; only then can one properly 

feed and draw sustenance from the Savior’s life (cf. 1 Cor. 11:28f). 
  
So, the nation ate of the produce, which was surely to be a demonstration of faith and a lesson from the Lord of the saving 

life of God through fellowship with Him. 
  
The Cessation of the Manna (vs. 12) 
After eating the produce of the land, our attention is immediately focused on the fact the manna ceased. There is an 

obvious connection here. But what is it? 
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For forty years, the children of Israel had eaten of the manna as God’s special supply for them in the wilderness, even 

after their acts of rebellion and unbelief and God’s refusal to allow them to enter the land. But they were still His people; 

they were the objects of His love, and because of that and for the sake of the younger generation who would cross over, 

the manna continued to be supplied. 
  
But what was the manna? It was a supernatural gift for the desert journey, but it was not food for the land of promise. 

From now on, in keeping with their possession of their land, God would supply food through natural means, which is 

God’s normal means of supply. When we walk with the Lord, when we focus on Him and live obediently, we are able to 

appropriate and taste of His goodness. Miracles like the manna are exceptions to the rule, special provisions for special 

purposes. While the Lord is always able to work supernatural miracles at will, we should not expect them nor should we 

be disappointed or think something is wrong with our walk when we do not experience them.  
  
Finally, we need to note that tasting of the blessings of the Promised Land was only a foretaste of what was to come. 

Experiencing our blessings in Christ should lead to a two-fold expectation: through fellowship and faith, there is always 

more for us to taste of the goodness and mercy of God in this life (1 Pet. 2:1-3), but this is only a taste of richer and more 

abundant blessings to experience in eternity as the people of God. How exactly is the Holy Spirit defined for us in the 

New Testament? He is called “the earnest of the Spirit.” His blessed indwelling is a promise of much more to come.  
  
Thankfully, the Lord continues to love and care for us even when we are in the wilderness, but manna can’t compare to 

the abundance of fellowship with the Lord. 
  
The Captain of the Lord’s Army (5:13-15) 
Joshua had read in the Book of the Law what Moses had said to the Lord after Israel had made the golden calf: “If Your 

Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here” (Ex. 33:15, NKJV). The Lord had promised to be with Joshua 

just as He had been with Moses (Josh. 1:5), and now He reaffirmed that promise in a personal way. Like his predecessor, 

Joshua refused to move until he was sure the Lord’s presence was with him. 
  
With everything apparently prepared for the conquest of the land, the next scene opens with Joshua, God’s appointed 

commander of Israel, not in the camp of Israel at Gilgal, but out by the city of Jericho. What do you suppose he was doing 

there? He was surely about the Lord’s work gathering information about the city and its fortifications in preparation to 

launch his attack.  
  
Joshua was naturally concerned about several things. First of all, he needed a plan of action. Just how would they go about 

attacking Jericho, probably the best fortified city in Canaan. They had little or no experience for besieging a city like 

Jericho. Further, they undoubtedly lacked equipment such as battering rams, catapults, scaling ladders or moving towers. 

All they had were swords, arrows, slings, and spears which naturally would seem totally inadequate for the task before 

them.  
  
So how would Joshua prepare his army and how should they go about taking the city? He must have felt like the weight of 

the world was pressing down on his shoulders. 
  
Can we fault Joshua for being at Jericho and surveying the situation? Absolutely not. In fact, another great leader, 

Nehemiah, did the same when faced with the condition of the walls of Jerusalem. Nevertheless, Joshua needed an 

encounter with the God whom he served that he might grasp afresh an important truth, one that was equally vital as part of 

his preparation for victory by the power of God. As all of God’s saints tend to get their eyes on the enormous task facing 

them at times, something was missing in Joshua’s perspective as he looked over the city of Jericho. Perhaps he simply 

needed to be reminded of some very important truth for both clarification and encouragement. 
  
The Man’s Position 
With Joshua’s mind engrossed in his concerns about the task before him and feeling the weight of the responsibility on his 

shoulders, he looks up and there stands a man with sword drawn. What kind of picture does this bring to mind and what 

does it mean? Standing with any weapon drawn is a military position of one who either stands guard defensively or stands 

ready to go against a foe offensively. Standing with sword drawn suggested he was there to fight either for or against 

Israel. 
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 The Man’s Identity 
The capitalization of Man, here, indicates the translators’ judgment that this was God Himself, or perhaps Christ. Hebrew 

has no capitalization scheme, so such decisions are left to scholars to make on other grounds. Many scholars connect the 

appearance here of this man, the commander of the Yahweh’s army, with the Angel of the Lord spoken of elsewhere. 

Joshua’s question Are you for us reflects a natural human concern with the immediate battles ahead and whether he could 

count on this man.[8] 
  
Verse 14 tells us this man came as the “captain of the hosts of the Lord,” the commander of the Lord’s army. Joshua’s 

response in verse 14b and the statement of the captain in verse 15 shows this was a theophany, or better, based on the truth 

of John 1:1-18, it was a Christophany, a manifestation of the preincarnate Christ, who, as the Logos, is the one who 

reveals God. If this was only a man or an angel, he would certainly have repelled Joshua’s worshipful response (vs. 14). 

Compare the response of Paul in Acts 14:8-20 to those who wanted to make them into gods and the response of the angel 

to John in Revelation 19:10. 
  
Here then, the preincarnate Christ appears to Joshua to teach and reinforce certain vital truths for God’s people, especially 

for those in positions of leadership, which really includes all believers to some degree. 
  
This paragraph records one of the pre-incarnation appearances of the Lord Jesus Christ recorded in the Old Testament. To 

Abraham the pilgrim, the Lord came as a traveler to share in a friendly meal (Gen. 18:1-8). To Jacob the schemer, He 

came as a wrestler to bring him to the place of submission (32:24-32). The three Hebrew men met Him as their 

companion in the furnace of fire (Dan. 3:25), and Joshua met Him as the Captain of the Lord’s armies. Our Lord always 

comes to us when we need Him and in the way we need Him. 
  
It must have been a great encouragement to Joshua to realize that he was not alone. There is a loneliness to leadership that 

can be disturbing and even depressing as you realize how much your decisions affect the lives of others. “To be President 

of the United States is to be lonely,” said Harry Truman, “very lonely at times of great decisions.” Joshua must have been 

feeling some of that loneliness. 
  
God had promised to be with Joshua (Josh. 1:5, 9), and the people had prayed that the Lord would be with him (vv. 16-

17). The enemy knew that God was with Israel (2:8ff), and Joshua had encouraged his people with this promise (3:9ff). 

Joshua was now experiencing the reality of that promise! The Lord met him as Captain of the Lord’s armies, whether in 

heaven or on earth. “The Lord of hosts [armies] is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge” (Ps. 46:7, 11). Joshua would 

recall the song Israel had sung at the Red Sea: “The Lord is a man of war: the Lord is His name” (Ex. 15:3). 
  
Joshua’s Question 
 … and Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us or for our adversaries?” (vs. 13b). 
  
This was a natural response to a man with his sword drawn and expressed Joshua’s concern as well as his courage. No one 

from the army of Israel should have been there for evidently no orders had been given for anyone to leave the camp. So 

who was this stranger who suddenly appeared out of nowhere? Surely, Joshua thought, “Since he is not one of us, could 

he be the enemy or perhaps someone who has come to help us?” 
  
But in view of the answer given to Joshua, Joshua’s question reveals a typical mindset that poses a threat and a hindrance 

to our effectiveness in the service of the Savior. What then is that mindset? We tend to see the battles we face as our 

battles and the forces we face as forces marshaled against us and our individual causes, concerns, agendas, and even our 

theological beliefs or positions on doctrine. And in a sense, that is true, if we are truly standing in the cause of Christ. But 

there is another sense in which that is simply not true, and that is the issue here.  
  
The Answer Given to Joshua  
And he said, “No, rather I indeed come now as captain of the host of the LORD” (vs. 14a). 
  
The stranger did not respond to Joshua’s question, but instead identified Himself. He was the Commander of the army 

of the LORD. This elicited a response of humble worship from Joshua. Rather than any further questions about this Man’s 

loyalties, Joshua asked how he could serve this One greater than him: What does my Lord say to His servant? The 
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Book of Job ends in a similar manner. God did not answer Job’s questions either. There as here it was the encounter with 

God that mattered most (Job 42:5, 6). Questions were silenced, and humble worship was evoked.[9] 
  
The answer comes in two parts. The first part of the answer is seen in a flat negation of either one of Joshua’s options. The 

first answer is simply a flat “neither.” Why didn’t he reply, “I am here for you and for Israel”? Instead, the man with his 

sword drawn said, “Neither; I am not here to take sides, yours or that of anyone else.” 
  
The second part of the answer gives the reason. “And he said, ‘No, rather I indeed come now as captain of the host of the 

LORD.’” In other words, “I am here, not to take sides, but to take over as Commander of the Lord’s Army.” This is vitally 

important and lays down two principles that are foundational for all of life and our warfare against the forces of the world 

and Satan. There is no question that the Lord was there with the armies of heaven to secure Jericho so God’s people could 

possess their inheritance (the Promised Land) and yet a certain perspective was vital for true success.  
  
The first principle: It was not for Joshua to claim God’s allegiance for his cause no matter how right and holy it might 

be. Rather, the need was for Joshua to acknowledge God’s claim over him for God’s purposes. We tend to approach our 

battles and causes backwards; we turn things around and try to marshal God to support us rather than to submit and 

follow Him. Certainly, the battle was a joint venture, God and the people of Israel under Joshua’s leadership as appointed 

by the Lord (1:1-9), but Joshua, as with all of us in the army of the King, must be following the Lord, submitting to His 

authority, taking our orders from Him, and resting the battle in His hands because we realize it is really His battle as the 

Supreme Commander. There seems to be no question that Joshua understood this as evidenced by his question, “What has 

my Lord to say to his servant?” Here he was asking the Lord for orders and it was surely then that he received the 

directions for taking Jericho. 
  
The second principle: As the One who had come to take charge, the Lord was also reminding Joshua (and us) of both 

God’s personal presence and His powerful provision, the provision of His vast hosts. The promise of God’s personal 

presence always carries with it the assurance of God’s personal care. Likewise, the promise of His powerful provision 

always carries with it the promise of His infinite supply and power no matter how impossible the problem may appear to 

us. So there was more, infinitely more, than Joshua’s army. There was Joshua and his army, but there was also the 

myriads of God’s angelic forces who always stand ready to do God’s bidding and to serve the saints. Three other passages 

can serve as helpful examples that we might grasp the issue here and its significance to our daily walk. 
  
First, compare 2 Kings 6:8-17. When Elisha was at Dothan with his young servant, he found himself surrounded by the 

army of Ben-Hadad, who, during the night had marched out and surrounded the city of Dothan. The next morning, when 

Elisha’s servant went out to draw water, he saw the vast army surrounding the city. Being fearful and greatly distressed, 

he cried out to Elisha, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” Elisha responded, “Do not fear, for those who are with us 

are more than those who are with them.” Elisha then prayed a very interesting prayer. He said, “O LORD, I pray, open his 

eyes that he may see.” We then read that “the LORD opened the servant’s eyes, and he saw; and behold, the mountain was 

full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.” They were not alone. With them to fight for them was a host of God’s 

angelic forces who soon struck the armies of the king of Syria with blindness. 
  
A second example is found for us in Matthew 26:53. With the disciples still reluctant and perplexed over the fact Christ 

must go to the cross, Peter drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest cutting off his ear. Jesus replied, “Put 

your sword back into its place; for all those who take up the sword shall perish by the sword. Or do you think that I 

cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?”  
  
A final example of God’s angelic army and their ministry to God’s people is seen in Hebrews 1:14, “Are they not all 

ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?” In this, we see the second 

reason for the commander’s description of himself as “the Captain of the Lord’s hosts.” He was assuring Joshua of God’s 

provision through His mighty angelic army.  
  
Joshua’s Response  
… And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and bowed down, and said to him, “What has my lord to say to his servant?” 

(vs. 14b). 
  

Sermon%20Series/My%20Web%20Sites/Mentor/SermonsE-L/Joshua5.htm#_ftn9#_ftn9


 74 

How we each need this response—the response of worship and submission. He quickly got the picture. Joshua had been 

thinking of a conflict between the Israelite and the Canaanite armies. Perhaps he had been thinking of this as his battle. 

Certainly he felt the weight of responsibility on his shoulders. But after being confronted by the divine Commander, he 

was reminded of a truth he heard Moses declare many years earlier when they stood on the banks of the Red Sea. There 

Moses said, “The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still” (Ex. 14:14). Joshua learned afresh the truth that 

David would learn and declare when facing Goliath, “the battle is the Lord’s” (cf. 1 Sam. 17:47). 
  
But that’s not all. As an outworking of his worship and submission, we see Joshua’s inquiry, the inquiry of a servant 

looking to his Commander for direction, “What has my lord to say to his servant?” Do you remember Paul’s response on 

the Damascus road, when he came to realize it was the glorified Lord who was speaking to him? He quickly answered, 

“What shall I do, Lord?” (Acts. 22:10).  
  
What a comfort and how encouraging to know that we never have to bear our burdens or face our enemies alone. Joshua 

was to know that the battles ahead and the entire conquest of Canaan was really God’s conflict. What is our part? We are 

soldiers in His army, His servants for whom He abundantly supplies the armor of God (Eph. 6:10-18). 
  
Surely, these verses drive home the truth of Christ’s preeminence and lordship. He is the head of the church, indeed, the 

King of kings and Lord of lords.  
  
The passage also reminds us that God is not present to fight our battles or help in our causes or jump to our rescue when 

we get in trouble as though He were a genie in a bottle. Instead, it reminds us that the battle is His and that our role is that 

of soldier-servants: we are here to serve Him, to do His will, to follow Him and depend on Him completely.  
  
The Commander’s Final Revelation  
And the captain of the LORD’s host said to Joshua, “Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are 

standing is holy.” And Joshua did so (vs. 15). 
  
The command given to Joshua to take your sandal off your foot is virtually identical with the one given to Moses at the 

burning bush (Ex. 3:5). This reinforces the theme developed in the Book of Joshua about Joshua’s filling of Moses’ role 

as leader of Israel. Joshua was confronted with the living God, just as Moses had been (Ex. 33:9–11). John 1:18 strongly 

implies that appearances such as this were preincarnate appearances of the Savior Jesus, and not of God the Father, who 

cannot be seen (John 6:46).[10] 
  
In these last words of the Captain, there is a command, “Remove your sandals,” along with an explanation, “for the place 

where you are standing is holy.” Removing the sandals was a sign of a servant and a sign of respect and submission. The 

declaration of this place of encounter and revelation as “holy ground” calls attention to the special import of what Joshua 

had just learned and experienced. God is not only the Holy One in our redemption through the provision of the Suffering 

Savior, but He is the Holy One in our warfare through the Victorious Savior. We can only enter into the battle so that we 

experience God’s deliverance when we remove our sandals and submit to His authority and His presence and power.  
  
Here we see that the warfare of the Christian is a holy calling, but also a divine undertaking accomplished in those who 

humble themselves under the mighty hand of God. “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He 

may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:6-7). 
  
I appreciate the courage of Joshua as he confronted this stranger; for he wanted to know whose side he was on. With 

Joshua, there was no compromise: You were either for the Lord and His people or against them (Matt. 12:30; Luke 

11:23). When Joshua discovered the visitor was the Lord, he fell at His feet in worship and waited for His orders. 
  
In Christian ministry great public victories are won in private as leaders submit to the Lord and receive their directions 

from Him. It’s doubtful that anybody in the camp of Israel knew about their leader’s meeting with the Lord, but that 

meeting made the difference between success and failure on the battlefield.  
  

Sermon%20Series/My%20Web%20Sites/Mentor/SermonsE-L/Joshua5.htm#_ftn10#_ftn10


 75 

Watchman Nee wrote, “Not until we take the place of a servant can He take His place as Lord.” Joshua was reminded that 

he was second in command. Every father and mother, minister, and Christian leader is second in command to the Lord 

Jesus Christ; and when we forget this fact, we start to move toward defeat and failure.  
  
The Lord came to Joshua that day, not just to help but to lead. “Without Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5, NKJV). 

Joshua was an experienced soldier, whom Moses had trained for leadership. Yet that was no guarantee of success. He 

needed the presence of the Lord God. 
  
The Lord’s first order to Joshua revealed to him that he was standing on holy ground. This reminds us of God’s words to 

Moses at the burning bush (Ex. 3:5). Joshua was standing in “heathen territory”; yet because God was with him, he was 

standing on holy ground.  
  
If we are obeying the will of God, no matter where He leads us, we are on holy ground; and we had better behave 

accordingly. There’s no such thing as “secular” and “sacred,” “common” and “consecrated,” when you are in the Lord’s 

service. “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31, NKJV). 
  
The sequence here is significant: first humble worship, then holy walk, then heavenly warfare. This parallels the “spiritual 

postures” found in the Epistle to the Ephesians. Joshua first bowed the knee (Eph. 3:14); then he submitted to a holy walk 

(4:1, 17; 5:2, 8, 15); and then he went out to battle the enemy in the power of the Lord (6:10ff). Like Joshua, we have 

already been given our inheritance (described in Eph. 1-2) and we must overcome the enemy in order to claim it for 

ourselves and enjoy it. 
  
When Joshua met the Lord, he discovered that the battle was the Lord’s and He had already overcome the enemy. All 

Joshua had to do was listen to God’s Word and obey orders, and God would do the rest. God had already given Jericho to 

Israel (Josh. 6:2); all they had to do was step out by faith and claim the victory by obeying the Lord. 
  
Joshua followed the third plan, and that’s why the Lord blessed him. The main lesson of Joshua 5 is that we must be a 

spiritually prepared people if we are going to do the Lord’s work successfully and glorify His name. Instead of rushing 

into the battle, we must “take time to be holy.” 
 

  

 
[1]Radmacher, E. D., Allen, R. B., & House, H. W. 1999. Nelson's new illustrated Bible commentary . T. Nelson Publishers: Nashville 
[2] Merrill F. Unger, Unger's Commentary on the Old Testament, Vol. I, Moody Press, Chicago, 1981, p. 289. 
[3] Charles Caldwell Ryrie, Ryrie Study Bible, Expanded Edition, Moody, p. 338. 
[4] Some thoughts on circumcision:  

(1) In Acts 1:8, Stephen spoke of the covenant of circumcision given to Abraham. Circumcision, being rooted in the Abrahamic 

covenant, symbolized God’s contract which guaranteed the everlasting continuation of Abraham’s seed plus their everlasting 

possession of the land (Gen. 17:7-8). 

(2) In this regard, Genesis 17:11 tells us circumcision is a “sign of the covenant” or symbol of that contract. It was to be an external 

sign of a inward spiritual reality. This meant it was to be done as a sign of faith in God’s covenant promises. Circumcision was to the 

Old Testament saint what water baptism is to the New Testament saint.  

(3) The act of circumcision itself symbolized a complete separation from the sins of the flesh, sins like immorality, impurity, 

sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, 

carousing (Gal. 5:19-21).  

(4) The rite of circumcision was to be performed once, but what it signified was to be maintained daily. This emphasis finds its 

illustration in the experiences of Israel in connection with Gilgal because the nation often returned there during their military 

campaigns. It became a place of renewed commitment and consecration. According to the New Testament it signified: (a) the 

righteousness of faith (Rom. 4:9-12) and (b) the putting off of the body of the flesh by the work of Christ and the believer’s union in 

Him (Col. 2:11). 

(5) Though a physical act, the spiritual nature of circumcision is clear from a number of Old Testament pa ssages. In Deuteronomy 

10:16, Moses challenged Israel, “Circumcise then your heart, and stiffen your neck no more” (cf. also Deut. 30:6; Jer. 4:4). The 

nation, then, was to understand that circumcision was not simply a cutting of the flesh, but it was to include an inward work of faith 

which touched the heart and encompassed the whole life. 
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(6) In view of the prophecy of Deuteronomy 30:6 and the statement of Colossians 2:11, circumcision portrayed what God would do 

spiritually through the cross of Christ to deal with our sinful natures that we might, by walking in newness of life through faith in 

Christ, live victoriously over our fleshly appetites. 
[5]Radmacher, E. D., Allen, R. B., & House, H. W. 1999. Nelson's new illustrated Bible commentary . T. Nelson Publishers: Nashville 
[6]Radmacher, E. D., Allen, R. B., & House, H. W. 1999. Nelson's new illustrated Bible commentary . T. Nelson Publishers: Nashville 
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Studies in the Life of Joshua 

#7 Destroying Fortresses: Triumph of Faith Joshua 5:13-6:27 

Do you want to combat your Jericho and break down those walls that are in front of you?  

Then stop trying to get God on your side and be sure to get on God’s side.  

That is the way you are going to have the victory! 
  
(Joshua 5:13-15 NIV)  Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a 

drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, "Are you for us or for our enemies?" {14} "Neither," he 

replied, "but as commander of the army of the LORD I have now come." Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in 

reverence, and asked him, "What message does my Lord have for his servant?" {15} The commander of the Lord's army 

replied, "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy." And Joshua did so. 
  
In the fourth century A.D. there was a courageous Syrian minister named John Chrysostom. He suffered opposition from a 

Roman emperor and was eventually martyred for his faith. John Chrysostom said, "You are but a poor soldier for Christ if 

you think you can overcome without fighting, and suppose you can have the crown with the conflict."  
  
He was absolutely right. As Christians we have enemies that constantly wage war against us, trying to keep us from 

claiming our inheritance in Jesus Christ. The world system, our own flesh, and Satan himself are all united against Jesus 

and the church, just as the pagan nations in Canaan were united against Joshua and the people of Israel.  

 

There are people in the religious world today who are not comfortable with this idea of a church that is militant, of being 

soldiers for Jesus Christ. Maybe it's because this idea of warfare seems to contradict a lot of things that Jesus said and did. 

But one of the main themes in the Scriptures is God's holy warfare against Satan and against sin, beginning right after the 

fall. In Genesis 3:15 God declared war on Satan when he said,  "And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And 

between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel." 
  
And one day God is going to declare ultimate victory when Jesus returns. There is a powerful picture in Revelation 19 of 

Jesus riding a white stallion, coming back as the conquering general, defeating all opposition. If we eliminate this militant 

reality of our Christian faith, then we have to abandon the cross, because it was on the cross that Jesus won the victory 

over sin and Satan.  
  
In Colossians 2:15 Paul talks about the meaning of the crucifixion of Jesus: "He disarmed the principalities and powers 

and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in him." 

 

  
It's easy for us, if we're not careful, to cultivate a sentimental emphasis exclusively on the love of God, the peace of 

Christ, and good will among men, and to ignore the spiritual battle against sin-sin all around us in the world and even sin 

at work in our own lives.  
  
If peace is our primary emphasis, it could mean that unwittingly we're being co-opted by the enemy, that we might even 

be in danger of losing spiritual victory in life. The Scriptures are clear that the battles we fight are not against people-it's 

not against flesh and blood, Paul says, but against enemies in the spiritual realm (see Ephesians 6:12). And the weapons 

that we use are spiritual, not carnal or physical. Satan and his demonic army will use people, organizations, and 

movements to oppose us, to attack the church of Jesus, but again, neither the people themselves nor the organizations are 

the ultimate enemy. The evil force behind them is the true enemy. 

 

So we are called as soldiers of Jesus Christ to take our stand. In Jesus' army there is no place for neutrality. Jesus himself 

said in Matthew 12:30, "He who is not with me is against me...." He spoke those words in the context of spiritual warfare. 

The Scriptures over and over again use military images to describe the Christian life. We can't ignore it. And chapter 6 of 

Joshua will not allow us to ignore it.  
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In chapter 6 we're starting a new section of the history of Israel. Remember, in chapter 1 God called and commissioned 

Joshua to leadership in the nation, and promised him three things:  
1. First of all, he promised that Israel would enter the land of Canaan. Our studies in chapters 1-5 have examined the 

wonderful fulfillment of that promise; chapters 3 and 4 covered the crossing of the Jordan River and chapter 5 the 

period of spiritual preparation at Gilgal.  

2. Second, God promised Israel that they would have victory over all of their enemies in the land. In 1:5 God said, 

"No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I 

will not fail you or forsake you." Beginning in chapter 6 and continuing through chapter 12 will be the record of 

battle after battle that God fights on behalf of his people and wins, beginning with Jericho.  

3. Third, God promised Joshua that he would be able to divide the land as an inheritance for the conquering tribes. 

In the last section of the book, chapters 13-22, the land is divided up, the tribes are settled, and there is peace in 

the land.  

  
We need to begin with a the closing verses of chapter 5 today because they provide Joshua an insight that we also need 

today. We need to be made to remember who is actually in charge of this spiritual battle. 
  
It seemed obvious that the next step would be the capture of Jericho. But since no divine message of instruction had yet 

come to Joshua (as before the crossing of the Jordan), he went out to reconnoiter the seemingly impregnable city.  
  
Was Joshua perplexed as he viewed the secure walls of Jericho? The spies reported at Kadesh Barnea that the cities of 

Canaan were “large, with walls up to the sky” (Deut. 1:28). Despite Joshua’s long military experience he had never led an 

attack on a fortified city that was prepared for a long siege. In fact, of all the walled cities in Palestine, Jericho was 

probably the most invincible.  
  
There was also the question of armaments. Israel’s army had no siege engines, no battering rams, no catapults, and no 

moving towers. Their only weapons were slings, arrows, and spears—which were like straws against the walls of Jericho. 

Joshua knew the battle of Jericho must be won because, now that they had crossed the Jordan, Israel’s troops had no place 

to which they could retreat. Further, they could not bypass the city because that would leave their women, children, goods, 

and cattle at Gilgal exposed to certain destruction. Pondering these heavy thoughts, Joshua was startled when something 

came across his sphere of vision. 
  
This paragraph records one of the pre-incarnation appearances of the Lord Jesus Christ recorded in the Old Testament: 

1. To Abraham the pilgrim, the Lord came as a traveler to share in a friendly meal (Gen. 18:1-8).  

2. To Jacob the schemer, He came as a wrestler to bring him to the place of submission (32:24-32).  

3. The three Hebrew men met Him as their companion in the furnace of fire (Dan. 3:25).  

4. Joshua met Him as the Captain of the Lord’s armies. Our Lord always comes to us when we need Him and in the 

way we need Him.  

  
It must have been a great encouragement to Joshua to realize that he was not alone. There is a loneliness to leadership that 

can be disturbing and even depressing as you realize how much your decisions affect the lives of others. “To be President 

of the United States is to be lonely,” said Harry Truman, “very lonely at times of great decisions.”  
  
God had promised to be with Joshua (Josh. 1:5, 9), and the people had prayed that the Lord would be with him (vv. 16-

17). The enemy knew that God was with Israel (2:8ff), and Joshua had encouraged his people with this promise (3:9ff). 

Joshua was now experiencing the reality of that promise!  
  
The Lord met him as Captain of the Lord’s armies, whether in heaven or on earth. “The Lord of hosts [armies] is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our refuge” (Ps. 46:7, 11).  
  
Joshua would recall the song Israel had sung at the Red Sea: “The Lord is a man of war: the Lord is His name” (Ex. 

15:3). 
  
What kind of a military force did this divine Commander lead? The “army of the LORD” was surely not limited to the 

army of Israel though it may have been included: 
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 More specifically, it referred to the angelic host, the same “army” of heaven that later surrounded Dothan when 

Elisha and his servant appeared to be greatly outnumbered by the Aramean army (2 Kings 6:8-17).  

 In the Garden of Gethsemane at the time of His arrest, Jesus referred to this heavenly army when He said that 12 

legions of angels were ready to defend Him (Matt. 26:53).  

 In Hebrews 1:14 they are described as “ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation.” Though 

invisible, they serve and care for God’s children in times of great need.  

  
Joshua was walking alone outside the camp, looking up at the city walls of Jericho. He was thinking about the best way to 

take the city. Suddenly he was confronted by an armed warrior with a drawn sword. Being a warrior himself, Joshua took 

the offensive and challenged the man, asking him to identify himself: "Are you friend or foe?" The answer recorded in the 

text puts everything in proper perspective. God is sovereign, and it's never a question of whether God is on our side, but 

whether we are on God's side. Joshua responded wordlessly. 
  
I appreciate the courage of Joshua as he confronted this stranger; for he wanted to know whose side he was on. With 

Joshua, there was no compromise: You were either for the Lord and His people or against them: 
(Matthew 12:30 NIV)  "He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters. 
  
(Luke 11:23 NIV)  "He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me, scatters. 
  
The presence of the holy God sanctified this spot in a strange and defiled land (cf. a similar command to Moses, Ex. 3:5). 

When Joshua discovered the visitor was the Lord, he fell at His feet in worship and waited for His orders. 
  
This was a deeply significant experience for Joshua. He had anticipated a battle between two opposing armies, Israelite 

and Canaanite. He had thought this was to be his war and that he was to be the general-in-charge. But then he confronted 

the divine Commander and learned that the battle was the Lord’s. The top general of the LORD’s army had not come to 

be an idle Spectator of the conflict, or even an ally. He was in complete charge and would shortly reveal His plans for 

capturing the citadel of Jericho. 
  
How comforting all this was for Joshua. He did not need to bear the heavy burden and responsibility of leadership alone. 

By removing his sandals he gladly acknowledged that this battle and the entire conquest of Canaan was God’s conflict and 

that he was merely God’s servant. 
  
In Christian ministry great public victories are won in private as leaders submit to the Lord and receive their directions 

from Him. It’s doubtful that anybody in the camp of Israel knew about their leader’s meeting with the Lord, but that 

meeting made the difference between success and failure on the battlefield.  
  
Watchman Nee wrote, “Not until we take the place of a servant can He take His place as Lord.” 
  
Joshua was reminded that he was second in command. Every father and mother, minister, and Christian leader is second in 

command to the Lord Jesus Christ; and when we forget this fact, we start to move toward defeat and failure. The Lord 

came to Joshua that day, not just to help but to lead. Joshua was an experienced soldier, whom Moses had trained for 

leadership. Yet that was no guarantee of success. He needed the presence of the Lord God. 
  
The Lord’s first order to Joshua revealed to him that he was standing on holy ground. This reminds us of God’s words to 

Moses at the burning bush (Ex. 3:5). Joshua was standing in “heathen territory”; yet because God was with him, he was 

standing on holy ground.  
  
If we are obeying the will of God, no matter where He leads us, we are on holy ground; and we had better behave 

accordingly. There’s no such thing as “secular” and “sacred,” “common” and “consecrated,” when you are in the Lord’s 

service. “Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31, NKJV). 
  
The sequence here is significant: first humble worship, then holy walk, then heavenly warfare. This parallels the “spiritual 

postures” found in the Epistle to the Ephesians. Joshua first bowed the knee (Eph. 3:14); then he submitted to a holy walk 

(4:1, 17; 5:2, 8, 15); and then he went out to battle the enemy in the power of the Lord (6:10ff). Like Joshua, we have 
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already been given our inheritance (described in Eph. 1-2) and we must overcome the enemy in order to claim it for 

ourselves and enjoy it. 
  
When Joshua met the Lord, he discovered that the battle was the Lord’s and He had already overcome the enemy. All 

Joshua had to do was listen to God’s Word and obey orders, and God would do the rest. God had already given Jericho to 

Israel (Josh. 6:2); all they had to do was step out by faith and claim the victory by obeying the Lord. 
 
The main lesson of Joshua 5 is that we must be a spiritually prepared people if we are going to do the Lord’s work 

successfully and glorify His name. Instead of rushing into the battle, we must “take time to be holy.” All of us are His 

ministers, His servants; and we want to be holy instruments that He can use successfully. 

 
I heard of a man who had never seen a train. One day while at the county seat he saw a big steam locomotive. It had six 

cars behind it. He looked at that engine—all of that steal and metal—and said, “They will never get it to move.”  Sure 

enough, it sat there for several hours. But finally the engineer got inside the cab and pulled the lever. Steam discharged 

and went down into the cylinders; the cylinders began to slowly move. Those wheels moved an inch, then two, then three. 

It gathered momentum and began to move, clickety-clack. It began going faster and faster and as the train went by the 

man, it was just a blur. All he could see of it in the distance was the yellow light hanging from the caboose. He said: 

“They will never stop it.”  
  
Some always see the negative side. They always see the problem, not the power. 
 
A plan for conquering the land of Canaan with its fortified cities and giants was, of course, crucial, but God never leaves 

His people to their own strategies. He comes to their aid with His own divinely-provided plan.  
  
Indeed, we are repeatedly warned in Scripture against leaning on our own understanding or plans:  
(Proverbs 3:5-6 NIV)  Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; {6} in all your 

ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 
  
(Jeremiah 9:23-24 NIV)  This is what the LORD says: "Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast 

of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, {24} but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and 

knows me, that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight," 

declares the LORD. 
  
(Jeremiah 17:5 NIV)  This is what the LORD says: "Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who depends on flesh for his 

strength and whose heart turns away from the LORD.  
  
Undoubtedly, the strategy for invading the land was based on the geographical lay of the land. Campbell writes: The 

pattern of divine strategy for the conquest of Canaan was based on geographic factors. From their camp at Gilgal near the 

Jordan River the Israelites could see steep hills to the west. Jericho controlled the way of ascent into these mountains, and 

Ai, another fortress, stood at the head of the ascent. If the Israelites were to capture the hill country they must certainly 

take Jericho and Ai. This would put them on top of the hill country and in control of the central ridge, having driven a 

wedge between the northern and southern sections of Canaan. Israel could then engage the armies of the south in battle 

followed by the more remote enemy in the north. But first, Jericho must fall—and it would if Joshua and the people 

followed the Lord’s plan of action.[1] 
  
In view of the lay of the land and the distribution of towns and fortresses, the strategic plan was to drive a wedge between 

the enemy’s lines of defense in order to conquer the land in three campaigns: one in the center of the land, one to the south 

and one to the north. They thus attacked the central portion first, which prepared the way for operations to the south and 

then to the north. The map below, taken from the Ryrie Study Bible, shows Israel’s movement into the central portion of 

Canaan.[2] 
  
Our text divides easily into three parts:  

1.      The Plan or Strategy for Victory (6:1-7)          2.      The Path or Sequence to Victory (6:8-21) 
3.      The Promise Fulfilled, the Sequel to Victory (6:22-27) 
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 The Plan or Strategy for Victory  (6:1-7) 
If Joshua had met with his military advisors, no one would have come up with this plan. The plan set forth by the Lord in 

chapter 6 certainly illustrates the principle of a number of passages from the Bible like Proverbs 14:12 and Isaiah 55:8f.  
  
God’s plan of salvation and deliverance is not a plan that man would design if he could or could if he would because of 

his basic alienation from God and proneness to depend on his own solutions. So today, men are prone to believe in a plan 

of salvation and sanctification that in some way or another introduces works into the equation rather than faith alone in 

Christ alone. Such a gospel is called by some easy believism when the truth is simple trust in Christ is not easy; it goes 

against the very grain of man’s makeup. 
  
The directions given to Joshua by God for the conquest of Jericho obviously seem strange when compared to any human 

strategy men would devise, but only if we fail to think in biblical terms of the life of faith and man’s inherent inability to 

accomplish his own salvation or sanctification. Joshua 6, therefore, illustrates several vital concepts for walking by faith 

and dealing with the spiritual enemies we face in this life. 
  
The Preparations of Jericho (vs. 1) 
Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one came in.  
  
Verse 1 is a parenthesis designed to introduce us to the plan for the overthrow of Jericho, but in the process, it shows us 

how Jericho, having stopped its normal activities, was preparing for a siege by Israel, but undoubtedly fearful with melted 

hearts because of the mighty works of God. They knew about the Red Sea and they had surely heard about the miracle at 

Jordan. 
  
The land of Canaan was divided up among a number of “city states,” each ruled by a king (see 12:9-24). These cities were 

not large; Ai, which was smaller than Jericho (7:2-3), had about 12,000 people (8:25). Excavations at Jericho indicate that 

the city covered perhaps eight acres and was protected by two high parallel walls, which stood about fifteen feet apart and 

surrounded the city. It was the sight of cities like Jericho that convinced ten of the Jewish spies that Israel could never 

conquer the land (Num. 13:28). 
  
But the news of Israel’s exodus from Egypt and their recent victories east of the Jordan had already spread to Canaan and 

put the people in panic (Josh. 2:9-11; see Deut. 2:25; 7:23; 11:25; 32:30). “I will send My fear before you,” God had 

promised; “I will cause confusion among all the people to whom you come, and will make all your enemies turn their 

backs to you” (Ex. 23:27, NKJV). 
  
The Promise From the Lord (vs. 2) 
{2} Then the LORD said to Joshua, "See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its fighting 

men.  
  
Before the Lord outlined His plan, He graciously assured Joshua of victory. Note the emphasis: “See, I have given.” 

Joshua was commanded to see, understand, and so reflect on the fact, as a matter of confidence, that Yahweh had already 

given them victory.  
  
Victorious Christians are people who know the promises of God, because they spend time meditating on God’s Word 

(1:8); they believe the promises of God, because the Word of God generates faith in their hearts (Rom. 10:17); and they 

reckon on these promises and obey what God tells them to do. To “reckon” means to count as true in your life what God 

says about you in His Word. 
  
“Be of good cheer,” Jesus told His disciples; “I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). “And they that are Christ’s have 

crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts” (Gal. 5:24). “Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the prince of 

this world be cast out” (John 12:31). Christ has conquered the world, the flesh, and the devil; and if we reckon on this 

truth, we can conquer through Him. It’s possible to believe a promise and still not reckon on it and obey the Lord. 

Believing a promise is like accepting a check, but reckoning is like endorsing the check and cashing it. 
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 Victory is always by the Lord’s hand, and since victory is by God’s power, we should expect it to be something that 

bypasses dependence on man and his own strength or abilities. So with the word “see” Joshua is called to see with eyes of 

faith and to envision Jericho as destroyed.  
  
Likewise over and over again in the New Testament, we are assured of our triumph over sin and Satan. “But thanks be to 

God, who always leads us in His triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in 

every place” (2 Cor. 2:14). See also Romans 6:1-14; Colossians 2:6-15. 
  
The words “have given” represent a prophetic perfect in the Hebrew text which describes a future event or action as 

having already been accomplished. Victory was assured by the promise of an omnipotent, faithful, and immutable God. 
  
The Principles to Note (vss. 3-7) 
{3} March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. {4} Have seven priests carry trumpets of 

rams' horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the 

trumpets. {5} When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have all the people give a loud shout; then the wall 

of the city will collapse and the people will go up, every man straight in." {6} So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and 

said to them, "Take up the ark of the covenant of the LORD and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it." {7} And 

he ordered the people, "Advance! March around the city, with the armed guard going ahead of the ark of the LORD." 
  
“Joshua did not take the city merely by a clever, human military tactic,” wrote Francis A. Schaeffer. “The strategy was the 

Lord’s.”6-1 
  
No situation is too great for the Lord to handle, and no problem is too much for Him to solve. When He saw more than 

5,000 hungry people before Him, Jesus asked Philip, “Where shall we buy bread, that these may eat?” Then John adds, 

“But this He said to test him; for He Himself knew what He would do” (John 6:5-6, NKJV). God always knows what He 

will do. Our responsibility is to wait for Him to tell us all that we need to know and then obey it. 
  
J. Hudson Taylor: three different ways to serve the Lord: (1) to make the best plans we can and hope they succeed; (2) to 

make our own plans and ask God to bless them; or (3) to ask God for His plans and then do what He tells us to do. Joshua 

received his orders from the Lord, and that’s why Israel succeeded. 
  
This battle plan is highly unusual to say the least. The ordinary methods and weapons of warfare like battering rams or 

scaling ladders or towers were not to be used at all. Rather, Joshua and his men were to employ God’s plan of victory as 

outlined in verses 3-7. Each day they were to march silently around the city with the priests carrying the trumpets of rams’ 

horns. The city covered only about 8.5 acres. On the seventh day they were to march seven times around the city and the 

priests were to blow their trumpets.  
  
Though this procedure would never be employed again with other cities, it would serve to teach Israel and God’s people 

of all ages that though we have human responsibilities in tearing down the strongholds raised up against the knowledge of 

God, victory is dependent on two things: God’s power and faith and faithfulness to His directions or plan.  
  
Why did God tell him to use this strange strategy? 
1. He wanted to test his obedience. The Bible is not first and foremost a book to be understood. It is a book to be 

undertaken. We are to do it. When God tells us to do something, that is reason enough. His ways are not our ways. People 

respond: “I don’t understand why I am supposed to be baptized” “I don’t understand why I am supposed to give as I have 

prospered.” “I don’t understand why I ought to attend worship regularly.” There HAS to be compliance…we have to 

obey. 
  

2. He wanted there to be some observation. Every time they went around those walls they got bigger and more massive. 

The distance around those walls got to be longer and longer. The people had to be brought to the point where they would 

throw their swords in the dust, bow their knees in reverence, and acknowledge God as the Commander in Chief!  We must 

stop trying or testing and start trusting! If we still have “walls of Jericho” in our life today it might be because we haven’t 

arrived at the point to say: “God, I can’t, but You can.” 
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The number seven figures prominently in this chapter. In fact it is used eleven times. Seven priests, with seven trumpets 

were to march around the city seven days with seven trips around the city on the seventh day.  In biblical numerology the 

number seven represents completeness or perfection.  
  
The Hebrew word translated “seven” (shevah) comes from a root that means “to be full, to be satisfied.” When God 

finished His work of creation, He rested on the seventh day and sanctified it (Gen. 2:3); and this helped give the number 

seven its sacred significance. The Jews noted that there were seven promises in God’s covenant with Abraham (12:1-3) 

and seven branches on the candlestick in the tabernacle (Ex. 37:17-24).  
  
Anything involving the number seven was especially sacred to them. It spoke of God’s ability to finish whatever He 

started. 
  
Seven is a significant number in Scripture:  
(a) It signifies perfection or completion which reminds us that God’s plan, no matter how foolish it may seem to us, is 

always perfect and cannot be improved upon by man (first cf. 1 Cor. 1:18f and then Rom. 12:2; 11:33-36).  
  
(b) Further, the number seven shows that the conquest was part of a spiritual exercise or process designed to set the people 

apart (sanctify them) for the Lord as a holy people who belong to a holy God.  
  
(c) Because of the significance of the number seven to creation and the Sabbath and the fact they were entering into their 

inheritance, it undoubtedly signified the beginning of a new order and the land as a picture of the believer’s rest in the 

Lord (see Heb. 4). 
  
We have in this a reminder of 2 Corinthians 10:3-4, “for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely 

powerful for the destruction of fortresses. We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the 

knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.”  
  
John Chrysostom (347-407): “You are but a poor soldier of Christ if you think you can overcome without fighting, and 

suppose you can have the crown without the conflict.” 
  
The Christian life involves challenge and conflict whether we like it or not. Our enemies are constantly waging war 

against us and trying to keep us from claiming our inheritance in Jesus Christ. The world, the flesh, and the devil (Eph. 

2:1-3) are united against Christ and His people just as the nations in Canaan were united against Joshua and the Jewish 

nation. 
  
Too many Christians cultivate only a sentimental emphasis on “peace and goodwill” and ignore the spiritual battle against 

sin; and this means they’ve already lost the victory and are working for the enemy. We must never forget Paul’s warning 

about the savage wolves that are ready to destroy the flock (Acts 20:28-29). 
  
The Christian’s warfare is not against flesh and blood, but against enemies in the spiritual realm (Eph. 6:10-18); and the 

weapons we use are spiritual (2 Cor. 10:3-6). Satan and his demonic armies use people to oppose and attack the church of 

God; and if we don’t take our stand with Christ, we’ve already lost the battle.  
  
We should note two things about Paul’s emphasis in these verses: 
(1) The Nature of the believer’s weapons: As the walls of Jericho were brought down apart from human ability, so the 

spiritual weapons of our warfare are appropriated through prayer, faith, and various truths of the Word of God. 
  
(2) The Design and Purpose of our weapons: Our weapons are designed to tear down strongholds. Strongholds are those 

things (human reasoning or ideas, values, and designs, etc.) raised up by a satanic world system and by fallen man that 

oppose the knowledge of God (biblical principles of grace, eternal values, etc.) and what knowing God intimately should 

mean in the lives of His people. 
  
(3) The use of the blaring trumpets adds significant spiritual overtones. These trumpets could produce only a few 

notes. They were used mainly as an instrument of signal. They were used at the time of jubilee in connection with the 
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religious feasts to proclaim the worship and presence of God and they were used in military contexts. Both concepts are 

applicable here. Here they signaled both God’s presence and announced Jericho’s impending doom. This was not just a 

military undertaking, the trumpets declared that the Lord of heaven and earth was present to tear down the walls of 

Jericho. 
  
The Jews used two different kinds of trumpets, those made of silver and those made of ram’s horns. The silver trumpets 

were used especially by the priests to signal the camp when something important was happening (Num. 10). The ram’s 

horns were used primarily for celebrations. The common Hebrew word for “trumpet” is shofar; for “ram’s horn,” it is 

jobel, which is the root of the word jubilee. The “Year of Jubilee” was the fiftieth year after seven Sabbaticals, and was a 

special time of celebration in Israel (Lev. 25; 27:17-24). The priests blew the ram’s horns to “proclaim liberty throughout 

all the land” (25:10). 
  
The priests didn’t use the silver trumpets in this event because Israel was not declaring war on Jericho, for there was no 

war! The Jews were announcing the arrival of the “Year of Jubilee” for Israel in their new land. God’s people today can 

march in triumphal procession because of the victory of Jesus Christ over all the enemies of God (Rom. 8:37; 2 Cor. 2:14; 

Col. 2:15). We should be living like victors, not victims. 
  
God’s plan for the conquest of Jericho was seemingly foolish, but it worked. God’s wisdom is far above ours (Isa. 55:8-9) 

and He delights in using people and plans that seem foolish to the world (1 Cor. 1:26-29). Whether it’s Joshua with 

trumpets, Gideon with torches and pitchers (Judges 7), or David with his sling (1 Sam. 17), God delights in using 

weakness and seeming foolishness to defeat His enemies and glorify His name.  
  
“For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew Himself strong in the behalf of them whose 

heart is perfect toward Him” (2 Chron. 16:9). 
  
Application: We each have our Jericho or Ai that stands in the way of our ability to possess our possessions in Christ; 

virtual strongholds that impede our spiritual progress. It may be a weakness in our character, a physical infirmity, it may 

be indifference to spiritual things in general or to a specific area we are neglecting. It could be materialism or some life-

dominating pattern. It may be a difficulty at one’s place of work, in the home, with a particular personality, or it may be a 

financial burden. Regardless of the nature of our Jericho, we must realize victory always comes through God’s plan of 

deliverance—never ours. 
  
The Path or Sequence to Victory (6:8-21) 
(Joshua 6:8-21 NIV)  When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets before the 

LORD went forward, blowing their trumpets, and the ark of the Lord's covenant followed them. {9} The armed guard 

marched ahead of the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard followed the ark. All this time the trumpets were 

sounding. {10} But Joshua had commanded the people, "Do not give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a 

word until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout!"  
  
{11} So he had the ark of the LORD carried around the city, circling it once. Then the people returned to camp and spent 

the night there. {12} Joshua got up early the next morning and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. {13} The seven 

priests carrying the seven trumpets went forward, marching before the ark of the LORD and blowing the trumpets. The 

armed men went ahead of them and the rear guard followed the ark of the LORD, while the trumpets kept sounding. {14} 

So on the second day they marched around the city once and returned to the camp. They did this for six days. 
  
 {15} On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city seven times in the same manner, except 

that on that day they circled the city seven times. {16} The seventh time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet 

blast, Joshua commanded the people, "Shout! For the LORD has given you the city! {17} The city and all that is in it are 

to be devoted to the LORD. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall be spared, because she 

hid the spies we sent. {18} But keep away from the devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction 

by taking any of them. Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it. {19} All 

the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the LORD and must go into his treasury."  
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{20} When the trumpets sounded, the people shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the people gave a loud shout, 

the wall collapsed; so every man charged straight in, and they took the city. {21} They devoted the city to the LORD and 

destroyed with the sword every living thing in it--men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys. 
  
These verses give us the sequence of events from the first day’s march around the city to the last day and the collapse of 

the wall. The statement about the men being able to charge “straight ahead” calls our attention to the fact that they were 

able to charge in from all around the city. There were not just one or two breaches in the wall where soldiers were able to 

pour into the city. The whole wall around the city collapsed with the exception of the portion where Rahab’s house was 

located. 
  
Some interpreters claim that an earthquake caused the destruction. If so, it was a remarkable miracle of timing and 

localization since the camp at Gilgal (a little more than a mile away) and Rahab’s house remained intact.[3] 
  
The Prior Preparation  
We should not forget that these instructions and the events of this chapter were preceded by a number of things God used 

to prepare the people to believe and obey Him. Israel had been prepared to trust the Lord by the events of the first chapters 

and their consecration to the Lord, especially in chapter 5. I am reminded of Luke 16:10, “He who is faithful in a very 

little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much.” Spiritual 

preparation is fundamental to our ability to appropriate God’s strength in exchange for our weakness.  
  
“By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days” (Heb. 11:30). “And this is the 

victory that has overcome the world—our faith” (1 John 5:4, NKJV). 
  
Faith is not believing in spite of evidence, for the people of Israel had been given one demonstration after another proving 

that God’s Word and God’s power can be trusted. The Lord had opened the Red Sea, destroyed the Egyptian army, cared 

for His people in the wilderness, defeated great kings, given Israel their land, opened the Jordan River, and brought His 

people safely into the Promised Land. How could they do anything other than believe Him! 
  
Joshua first shared the Lord’s plan with the priests. It was important that the ark of the Lord be in its proper place, for it 

represented the presence of the Lord with His people. When Israel crossed the river, the account mentions the ark sixteen 

times (Josh. 3-4); and here in 6:6-15, the ark is mentioned eight times. Israel could march and the priests blow trumpets 

until all of them dropped from weariness; but if the Lord wasn’t with them, there would be no victory. When we accept 

God’s plan, we invite God’s presence; and that guarantees victory. (See Ex. 33:12-17.) 
  
Then Joshua instructed the soldiers. He probably didn’t enlist the entire army for this important event; for that would have 

involved far too many people. According to the military census of Numbers 26, there were over 600,000 men able to bear 

arms. Think of how long it would take that many men to march around the city walls! And when the walls fell down, 

Joshua certainly didn’t need hundreds of thousands of soldiers to rush in and overcome the people. The men would have 

been falling over one another! 
  
Over 2 million people were in the nation of Israel, and marching all of them around the city of Jericho would have been 

time-consuming and dangerous. The people no doubt watched in silence from a distance and then participated in the great 

shout on the seventh day. It was a victory for Israel and Israel’s God, and not just for the priests and soldiers. 
  
It’s important that leaders receive their orders from the Lord and that those who follow them obey their instructions. As 

with the crossing of the Jordan River, so also the conquest of Jericho was a miracle of faith. Joshua and his people listened 

to God’s orders, believed them, and obeyed; and God did the rest. When God’s people rebel against spiritual leadership, 

as Israel often did in the wilderness, it leads to discipline and defeat. 
  
The activities of the week were a test of the Jewish people’s faith and patience. No doubt some of them were anxious to 

get on with the invasion so they could claim their inheritance and settle down to enjoy the rest God had promised them 

(Josh. 1:13). To some of them, it may have seemed a futile waste of time to devote an entire week to the taking of one 

city. Impatience was one of Israel’s besetting sins, and God was helping them learn patient obedience; for it’s through 
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“faith and patience” that God’s people inherit what He has promised (Heb. 6:12). God is never in a hurry. He knows what 

He’s doing, and His timing is never off. 
  
If the week’s schedule was a test of their patience, the divine command of silence was a test of their self-control. People 

who can’t control their tongues can’t control their bodies (James 3:1-2), and what good are soldiers whose bodies are not 

disciplined? “Be still, and know that I am God” (Ps. 46:10). In the Christian life there’s “a time to keep silence, and a time 

to speak” (Ecc. 3:7); and wise is the child of God who knows the difference. Our Lord is the perfect example of this (Isa. 

53:7; Matt. 26:62-63; 27:14; Luke 23:9). 
  
How did the people in the city of Jericho respond to this daily procession around the city? It’s likely that the march on the 

first day frightened them, for they probably expected the army to raise a siege against the city. But the Jews neither built 

ramps against the walls nor did they try to batter down the gates. When the marchers returned to camp after making only 

one circuit of the walls, the citizens must have felt greatly relieved. However, as the march was repeated day after day, 

tension must have grown in the city as the people wondered what would happen next. They knew that the God of Israel 

was a “great God of wonders,” whose power had defeated Egypt and the kings east of the Jordan. What would Jehovah 

now do to Jericho? 
  
When the procession went around the walls seven times on the seventh day, the tension within the city must have 

increased to frightening proportions. Then came the blast of the trumpets and the victory shout of the people, and the 

walls fell down flat! All that the soldiers had to do was rush into the city and take over. 
  
The Holy Spirit directed the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews to use this event as one of the “by faith” examples in 

Hebrews 11. The fall of Jericho is an encouragement to God’s people to trust the Lord’s promises and obey His 

instructions, no matter how impossible the situation may appear to be. You and I may not capture a city as Joshua did, but 

in our everyday lives we face enemies and high walls that challenge us. The only way to grow in faith is to accept new 

challenges and trust God to give you victory. “Do not pray for easy lives,” said Phillips Brooks; “pray to be better men 

and women. Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers; pray for power equal to your tasks.”  
  
The Priority of Silence  
Can you imagine the difficulty of this? Several hundred thousand people marching around the city without a word, not 

even a whisper! There were the priests with their trumpets, those with the ark, the armed men and then the rest of the 

people. This may have included the women and children as well. If this was the case, the silence may be even a bigger 

miracle than the walls falling down! 
  
The passage does not tell us why they were to be silent, but perhaps it illustrates and teaches the principle of being silent 

before God and just resting in Him. Does any passage come to mind? What about Exodus 14:14, “The Lord will fight for 

you while you keep silent.”  
  
Then there is Psalm 46:10-11 which reads: “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will 

be exalted in the earth. The LORD Almighty is with us …”  
  
As this Psalm suggests, the silence teaches us the need to get quiet, to stop our running around that we may rest quietly in 

Him as we think on Him in the midst of our trials and conquests in life. Our tendency is to gripe and complain to others or 

seek our comfort from people more than we talk to God and seek our comfort from Him. 

  

The Principle of Obedience Through Faith 
Regardless how unusual the plan was or how hard it was to carry out, there was explicit obedience. We read in Hebrews 

11:30, “by faith the walls of Jericho fell down …” In spite of the taunts that were perhaps hurled down at them from the 

walls as they marched silently around Jericho, they were willing to look foolish and simply rest in the Lord. He was their 

source of strength. 
  
If we want to overcome our obstacles and testings, we must submit to God’s way by faith: 
For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness (Gal. 5:5). 
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22 And Samuel said, “Has the LORD as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices As in obeying the voice of the 

LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of 

divination, And insubordination is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD. He has also 

rejected you from being king” (1 Sam. 15:22-23). 

  

The Principle of Endurance 
Joshua’s command in verse 10, “You shall not shout nor let your voice be heard, nor let a word proceed out of your 

mouth, until the day I tell you, ‘Shout!’” shows the people must have understood God’s plan would involve more than 

one day. Yet, a careful reading of the text also suggest Joshua did not unfold the entire plan at the first, but day by day 

gave them instructions. Each day they would go out and march silently around the city and then return with nothing 

happening.  
  
The walls were still standing and Jericho had not surrendered. Yet, they did not murmur or complain or question Joshua’s 

instructions. They simply obeyed day after day until the seventh day when they marched around the city seven times. At 

the command of Joshua on the seventh day they gave the great shout and the walls came tumbling down by the mighty 

hand of God.  
  
Is it not significant that Hebrews 11:30, which says, “by faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they had been circled 

seven days,” is followed in the next chapter, 12:1-2, with a charge to run the race set before us with endurance by looking 

unto Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith?  
  
This remind us that the Lord often works slowly. We want immediate deliverance, but the Lord often tests our faith and in 

the process builds our character and our relationship with Him so we find the Lord to be what we really need. 
2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces 

endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing (James 

1:2-4). 
  
Too often we want immediate solutions and all our needs and wants met so we do not have to wait on the Lord and trust 

Him. We want to trust in our health, our bank accounts, our position in the community, our reputation, in our talent, 

education, and abilities. We don’t want to trust the Lord alone.  
  
For a good illustration of this compare Naaman’s response when he was told he would have to wash seven times in the 

Jordan river (2 Kings 5:11-14). Cleansing only came to Naaman when he humbled himself and washed seven times, not 

four or five or even six, but seven. See also Psalm 62:1-8 and the emphasis there of the need for us to wait patiently to 

find rest, not in our quick solutions, but in God alone. Surely, the Lord was teaching Israel the need to wait patiently to 

find their rest in Him. 
 

    6:20b-21. The men of Israel clambered over the debris. Finding the inhabitants paralyzed with terror and unable 

to resist, the soldiers utterly destroyed all human and animal life in Jericho, except for Rahab and her household 

(cf. v. 17). Though critics have charged that this destruction is a blemish on the Old Testament, it is clear that 

Israel was acting on divine command. The responsibility for this destruction rests therefore with God and not  

the Israelites.  
     The city of Jericho and everything in it was “to be devoted to the Lord” (v. 17). The NASB renders those words “shall 

be under the ban,” a more literal translation.     

    The contents of Jericho were to be given “to the LORD” as the firstfruits of the land. Just as the firstfruits of a crop, 

given to the Lord, pointed to more crops to come, so the conquest of Jericho signified that Israel would receive all of 

Canaan from Him. No loot from Jericho was to be taken by the people. In carrying out the , people and animals were to 

be killed (Josh. 6:17, 21), and other things were either to be destroyed or set apart, as in this case, for the purposes of the 

sanctuary. These items included “silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron” (v. 19). All was “devoted” either to 

destruction or to the Lord’s “treasury”; all was to be forfeited by the people.  
  
Furthermore, God has the right to visit judgment on individuals and nations in sin. Is there evidence that the iniquity of the 

Canaanites was full? Few would question that the idolatrous worship and licentious lifestyle attested by archeological 

discoveries (e.g., the Ras Shamra tablets) justified the divine judgment on Jericho.  
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Finally, God’s purpose was to bless the nation of Israel in the land and to use her as a channel of blessing to the world. 

But this would be greatly hindered if they were infected by the degenerate religion of the Canaanites. Gleason Archer 

declares, “In view of the corrupting influence of the Canaanite religion, especially with its religious prostitution… and 

infant sacrifice, it was impossible for pure faith and worship to be maintained in Israel except by the complete elimination 

of the Canaanites themselves” (A Survey of Old Testament  

Introduction. Chicago: Moody Press, 1964, p. 261).  
  
Sin is desperately contagious. To compromise with evil is dangerous and invites spiritual disaster.  
Archeological evidence for the collapse of Jericho’s walls in Joshua’s day is not as clear as was once supposed. This can 

be explained by the fact that further excavations have determined that in its long history Jericho has had some 34 walls. 

(Jericho is one of the oldest cities in the world. Many archeologists hold that it was inhabited as early as 7000 B.C.) The 

many earthquakes in the area, the thoroughness of Joshua’s destruction of the city, and the process of erosion over five 

centuries until it was refortified in Ahab’s time (1 Kings 16:34) also contributed to the meager remains and the extreme 

difficulty of relating these remains to the time of Joshua’s attack. The most significant evidence seems to be extensive 

pottery remains found on the mound and in the tombs of the area.  

 

These findings point to an occupancy of Jericho until about 1400 B.C. Under the pottery is a thick burned layer of ash 

representing a major destruction. This no doubt points to Joshua’s destruction and burning (Josh. 6:24) of the city. (For a 

thorough discussion of the archeology of Old Testament Jericho, see Leon Wood, A Survey of Israel’s History. Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1970, pp. 94-9.)  
  
The Promise Fulfilled, the Sequel to Victory (6:22-27) 
(Joshua 6:22-27 NIV)  Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, "Go into the prostitute's house and bring 

her out and all who belong to her, in accordance with your oath to her." {23} So the young men who had done the spying 

went in and brought out Rahab, her father and mother and brothers and all who belonged to her. They brought out her 

entire family and put them in a place outside the camp of Israel. {24} Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, 

but they put the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of the Lord's house. {25} But Joshua 

spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her, because she hid the men Joshua had sent as 

spies to Jericho--and she lives among the Israelites to this day. {26} At that time Joshua pronounced this solemn oath: 

"Cursed before the LORD is the man who undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho: "At the cost of his firstborn son will he 

lay its foundations; at the cost of his youngest will he set up its gates." {27} So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame 

spread throughout the land. 
     In these final verses we see some marvelous facts about God and His dealings with people. First, they demonstrate 

God’s faithfulness to His Word; they remind us that God, who is immutable and cannot lie, is also absolutely faithful (cf. 

Jam. 1:17). The promises to Rahab were kept—she and her family were delivered. While it is not stated, evidently that 

part of the wall on which Rahab’s house was built did not collapse.  
     Second, they demonstrate God’s grace and mercy. God’s love and plan of salvation is open to anyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord (John 3:16; 2 Pet. 3:9; Rom. 10:11-13).  
     Third, in keeping with His faithfulness to keep His promises, the prophecy against any who would seek to rebuild 

Jericho (vs. 26), also demonstrates God’s severity and the surety of His Word. The prophecy of verse 26 came to be 

fulfilled in the days of Ahab (see 1 Kings 16:34). Jericho was occupied sporadically after its destruction, but never to the 

previous degree.  
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Studies in the Life of Joshua 

#8: Defeat at Ai and the Sin of Achan Joshua 7:1-26 

  
Andrew Bonar: “Let us be as watchful after the victory as before the battle.” Because one soldier didn’t heed this warning, 

Israel’s next challenge in Canaan turned out to be a humiliating defeat.  
  
How often God must engineer defeat before He can engineer victory. Sometimes success comes through the back door of 

failure. As we begin this chapter, I am reminded of a couple verses in Psalm 119: 
(Psalms 119:67 NIV)  Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I obey your word. 
  
(Psalms 119:72 NIV)  The law from your mouth is more precious to me than thousands of pieces of silver and gold. 
  
In this chapter we again see the grace of God and the truth of restoration. Defeats never have to be the end. They may in 

fact be the beginning if we will just respond to the grace of God as a loving and caring heavenly Father who works to 

produce spiritual growth and Christ-like changes in us.  
  
This doesn’t minimize the consequences of sin, however. In the Ai incident, God’s name had been dishonored, people lost 

their lives, and a family died the sin unto death. The momentum Israel gained was temporarily lost and God’s people were 

filled with gloom and despair. 
  
The story of Ai is a message of warning. It reminds us that sin cannot be tolerated in the Christian life. It hinders the 

blessing of God from the standpoint of productive Christian living.  
  
The story of Ai is also a proclamation of hope. It reminds us that blessing and productivity can come when sin is 

confessed and dealt with.  
  
Joshua gave the soldiers four instructions to obey after they had taken the city.  
1. Devote the entire city to God (Josh. 6:17-19). 
This meant that everything was dedicated to the Lord—the people, the houses, the animals, and all the spoils of war—and 

He could do with it whatever He pleased. In this first victory in Canaan, Jericho was presented to God as “the firstfruits” 

of the victories to come. Ordinarily the soldiers shared the spoils of war (Deut. 20:14), but not at Jericho; for everything 

there belonged to the Lord and was put into His treasury (Deut. 13:16; 1 Kings 7:51). It was this command that Achan 

disobeyed, and his disobedience later brought Israel defeat and disgrace and brought Achan and his family death. 
  
2. Rescue Rahab and her family (Josh. 6:22-23, 25-26). 
When the walls of the city fell down, it appears that the section of the wall that held Rahab’s house (2:15) didn’t fall 

down! It wasn’t necessary for the spies to look for a window with a red cord hanging from it (vv. 18-19), because the only 

house that was preserved was the house in which Rahab and her family waited. When the spies made their covenant with 

Rahab, they didn’t know exactly how God would give them the city. 
  
God saved and protected Rahab because of her faith (Heb. 11:31); and because she led her family to trust in Jehovah, they 

were also saved. These Gentile believers were rescued from a fiery judgment because they trusted the God of Israel, for 

“salvation is of the Jews” (John 4:22). They were “afar off” as far as the covenants were concerned (Eph. 2:11-12), but 

their faith brought them into the nation of Israel; for Rahab married Salmon and became an ancestress of King David and 

of the Messiah! (Matt. 1:5) 
  
Rahab and her relatives were put “outside the camp” initially because they were unclean Gentiles, and “outside the camp” 

was the place designated for the unclean (Num. 5:1-4; 12:14; Deut. 23:9-14). The men in the family would have to be 

circumcised in order to become “sons of the covenant,” and all of the family would have to submit to the Law of Moses. 

What grace that God spared Rahab and her loved ones, and what abundant grace that He chose her, an outcast Gentile, to 

be an ancestress of the Savior! 
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3. Destroy the people (Josh. 6:21). 
It disturbs some people that God commanded every living thing in Jericho to be killed. Isn’t our God a God of mercy? 

After all, it’s one thing for the Jews to kill the enemy soldiers; but why kill women, children, and even animals? 
  
To begin with, this commandment was not a new one. The Lord had given it to Moses years before. In the “divine law of 

war” found in Deuteronomy 20, the Lord made a distinction between attacking cities that were far off (vv. 10-15) and 

cities in the land of Canaan where Israel would dwell (vv. 16-18). Before besieging a city afar off, the Jews were to give 

that city an offer of peace; and if the city surrendered, the Jews would spare the people and make them subjects. But the 

people in the cities in the land of Canaan were to be destroyed completely, and their cities burned. 
  
Why? For one thing, the civilization in Canaan was unspeakably wicked; and God didn’t want His holy people 

contaminated by their neighbors (7:1-11). We must never forget that God put Israel in the world to be the channel for His 

blessing (Gen. 12:1-3), which involves, among other things, the writing of the Scriptures and the coming of the Savior.  
  
Read the Old Testament record, and you will see Satan doing everything he could to pollute the Jewish nation and thus 

prevent the birth of the Messiah. When the Jewish men married pagan women and began to worship pagan gods, it was a 

threat to the purposes God had for His chosen people (Neh. 13:23-31). God wanted a “holy seed” (Mal. 2:14-15) so that 

His holy Son could come to be the Savior of the world. 
  
“God is perpetually at war with sin,” said G. Campbell Morgan. “That is the whole explanation of the extermination of the 

Canaanites.”6-2 Because the Jews didn’t fully obey this commandment in later years, it led to national defilement and 

divine chastening (Ps. 106:34-48). The Book of Judges would not be in the Bible if the nation of Israel had remained true 

to the Lord (Judges 2:11-23). 
  
There is a second consideration: The people in the land had been given plenty of opportunity to repent and turn to the 

Lord, just as Rahab and her family had done. God patiently endured the evil of the Canaanites from the time of Abraham 

(Gen. 15:16) to the time of Moses, a period of over 400 years. (See 2 Peter 3:9.) From the Exodus to the crossing of the 

Jordan was another 40 years in Israel’s history, and the Canaanites knew what was going on! (See Josh. 2:8-13.)  
  
Every wonder that God performed and every victory that God gave His people was a witness to the people of the land, but 

they preferred to go on in their sins and reject the mercy of God. Never think of the Canaanites as helpless ignorant people 

who knew nothing about the true God. They were willfully sinning against a flood of light. 
  
We should also keep in mind that these historical events were written “for our learning” (Rom. 15:4) as we seek to live for 

Christ today. In the destruction of Jericho and its population God is telling us that He will tolerate no compromise with sin 

in the lives of His people. To quote Campbell Morgan again: “Thank God that He will not make peace with sin in my 

heart! I bless His name for the thunder of His authority, and for the profound conviction that He is fierce and furious in 

His anger against sin, wherever it manifests itself.”6-3 
  
The words of a popular song “Whiter Than Snow” come to mind here: we sing “Break down every idol/Cast out every 

foe,” If we don’t understand what we’re singing, listen to the meaning: the Lord will not share my life if there are rival 

gods in my heart. He will not permit me to compromise with the enemy. When you grasp this truth, you also better 

understand His admonition in 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1. 
  
4. Burn the city (Josh. 6:24). 
“Thy God is a consuming fire” was spoken by Moses in Deuteronomy 4:24 long before it was quoted by the Holy Spirit 

in Hebrews 12:29. Moses was warning the Jewish people against idolatry and the danger of following the religious 

practices of the people in Canaan. Moses added a phrase that isn’t quoted in Hebrews but is still important for us to know: 

“even a jealous God.”  
  
God is jealous over His people and will not permit them to divide their love and service between Him and the false gods 

of the world (Ex. 20:5; 34:14). We cannot serve two masters. 
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Jericho was a wicked city, and sin is only fuel for the holy wrath of God. Jesus compared hell to a furnace of fire (Matt. 

13:42), fire that is eternal (25:41, 46); and John compared it to a lake of fire (Rev. 19:20; 20:10, 14). John the Baptist 

described God’s judgment as “unquenchable fire” (Matt. 3:12). The burning of Jericho, like the destruction of Sodom and 

Gomorrah (Jude 7), is a picture of the judgment of God that will fall on all who reject the truth. 
  
Even after he had burned the city, Joshua put a curse on Jericho. This would warn any of the Jews or Rahab’s descendants 

who might be tempted to rebuild what God had destroyed. The curse was later fulfilled in the days of evil King Ahab (1 

Kings 16:34). 
  
As He promised, God was with Joshua (Josh. 1:5, 9); and God magnified Joshua’s name in the land (v. 17; 3:7; 4:14). 

God’s servants must never magnify themselves; and if the Lord magnifies them, they must be careful to give Him the 

glory. It’s when we are strong that we get overconfident and forget to trust the Lord (2 Chron. 26:15). 

 
Moses described the Promised Land as “a land of hills and valleys” (Deut. 11:11). That statement is much more than a 

description of the contrast between the hilly landscape of Canaan and the flat monotonous topography of Egypt. It’s also a 

description of the geography of the life of faith that is pictured by Israel’s experiences in Canaan.  
  
As by faith we claim our inheritance in Christ, we experience peaks of victory and valleys of discouragement. 

Discouragement isn’t inevitable in the Christian life, but we must remember that we can’t have mountains without valleys. 
  
The ominous word but that introduces Joshua 7 is a signal that things are going to change; for Joshua is about to descend 

from the mountaintop of victory at Jericho to the valley of defeat at Ai. Joshua was a gifted and experienced leader, but he 

was still human and therefore liable to error. In this experience, he teaches us what causes defeat and how we must handle 

the discouragements of life. 
  
Suddenly we are presented with a series of failures that stand in striking contrast to the victories of the past six chapters. 

But how instructive this is if we only have the ears to listen to the message of this chapter. The thrill of victory was so 

quickly replaced with the agony of defeat. Here is the story of life and one we must learn to deal with in our daily walk 

because this passage is so typical of most of us: One minute we can be living in victory—the next in defeat.  
  
The distance between a great victory and a great defeat is only one step, and often only a short one at that. One sad truth 

of reality in a fallen world is that we can be riding high on the cloud of some great spiritual success and the very next 

moment find ourselves in a valley of spiritual failure and despair. One moment we can be like Elijah standing victoriously 

on Mount Carmel and the next shriveled up under a juniper tree or hiding in a cave in deep despair complaining to God: 

“… I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too” (1 Kings 19:10). 
  
Because of its strategic location, Ai was the next objective in the path of conquest. As with Jericho, its defeat was vital to 

the conquest of the entire land. Ai was smaller than Jericho, but its conquest was essential because it would give Israel 

control of the main route that ran along the highlands from north to south in the central portion of the land. 
  
Jericho had been placed under the ban, a phrase which comes from the Hebrew word, herem, “a devoted thing, a ban.” 

The verb form, haram, means “to ban, devote, or destroy utterly.” Basically, this word refers to the exclusion of an object 

from use or abuse by man along with its irreversible surrender to God. It is related to an Arabic root meaning “to prohibit, 

especially to ordinary use.” So, to surrender something to God meant devoting it to the service of God or putting it under a 

ban for utter destruction.[1] 
  
For something to be under the ban meant one of two things. First, everything living was to be completely destroyed. This 

has been called barbaric and primitive and nothing less than the murder of innocent lives. The Canaanites, however, were 

by no means innocent. They were a vile people who practiced the basest forms of immorality including child sacrifice. 

God had given them over four hundred years to repent, but now their iniquity had become full (see Gen. 15:16; Lev. 

18:24-28). The few who did turn to the Lord (Rahab and her family) were spared.  
  
As with Sodom and Gomorrah, if there had been even ten righteous, God would have spared the city (Gen. 18), but since 

He could not find even ten, God removed Lot and his family (Gen. 19). Further, if any city had repented as did Nineveh at 
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the preaching of Jonah, He would have spared that city, but in spite of all the miraculous works of God which they had 

heard about, there was no repentance, they remained steadfast in their depravity.  
  
Second, all the valuable objects like gold and silver were to be dedicated to the Lord’s treasury. This was evidently to be 

done as a kind of first fruits of the land, and as an evidence of the people’s trust in the Lord’s supply for the future (cf. 

Lev. 27:28-29).  
  
The Disobedience of Israel Defined  (7:1) 
But the Israelites acted unfaithfully in regard to the devoted things ; Achan son of Carmi, the son of Zimri, the son of 

Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of them. So the Lord's anger burned against Israel.  
  
Chapter 7 opens with the little but ominous word, “but.” This word contrasts this chapter with the preceding, but 

particularly 6:27. First, there was the thrill of victory, but now there is the agony of defeat. This little conjunction of 

contrast is designed to drive home an important truth—the reality of the ever present threat and contrasts of life—victory 

is always followed by at least the threat of defeat. 
  
Never is the believer in greater danger of a fall than after a victory. We are so prone to drop our guard and begin trusting 

in ourselves or in our past victories rather than the Lord. One victory never guarantees the next. Only as it builds our 

confidence in the Lord and develops our wisdom in appropriating God’s Word do our victories aid us for the next battle. 

Always, the basis of victory is the Lord Himself and our faith/dependence on Him. A New Testament chapter that 

deserves consideration here is 1 Corinthians 10, especially verse 12. The problem is clearly stated in the words, “The sons 

of Israel acted unfaithfully in regard …”  
  
Never underestimate the amount of damage one person can do outside the will of God. Abraham’s disobedience in Egypt 

almost cost him his wife (Gen. 12:10-20); David’s disobedience in taking an unauthorized census led to the death of 

70,000 people (2 Sam. 24); and Jonah’s refusal to obey God almost sank a ship (Jonah 1). The church today must look 

diligently “lest any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble” (Heb. 12:15, NKJV). That’s why Paul admonished the 

Corinthian believers to discipline the disobedient man in their fellowship, because his sin was defiling the whole church (1 

Cor. 5). 
  
Let’s note several things about this problem facing the Israelites as a nation. 
(1) The word “unfaithfully” represents a Hebrew word that means “to act underhandedly.” It was used of marital 

infidelity, of a woman who was unfaithful to her husband. The sin here was both an act of spiritual infidelity, being a 

friend of the world rather than a friend to the Lord (Jam. 4:4), and a faithless act, seeking happiness and security from 

things rather than from God (1 Tim. 6:6f). 
  
(2) We see that the Lord held the whole camp of Israel accountable for the act of one man and withheld His 

blessing until the matter was corrected. There was sin in the camp and God would not continue blessing the nation as 

long as this was so. This does not mean this was the only sin and the rest of the nation was sinless, but this sin was of such 

a nature (direct disobedience and rebellion) that God used it to teach Israel and us a couple of important lessons.  
  
God viewed the nation of Israel as a unit. What one did was viewed as a sin for the whole nation because Israel’s 

corporate life illustrates truth and warnings for us as individuals (1 Cor. 10). As a warning for the church, it shows us we 

cannot progress and move ahead for the Lord with known sin in our lives because that constitutes rebellion against the 

Lord’s direction and control (Eph. 4:30; 1 Thess. 5:19). It is a matter of loving the world—and to do so is to make one 

behave as though he or she was an enemy of God (Jam. 4). 
  
Achan’s behavior also illustrates how one or a few believers out of fellowship, when pursuing their own selfish desires 

and agendas, can negatively impact an entire group. Such behavior can create trouble for the rest. God made it clear that it 

was Israel that had sinned and not just Achan alone (Josh. 7:1, 11).  
  
Why would God blame the whole nation for the disobedience of only one soldier? Because Israel was one people in the 

Lord and not just an assorted collection of tribes, clans, families, and individuals. God dwelt in the midst of their camp, 

and this made the Jews the Lord’s special people (Ex. 19:5-6). Jehovah God walked about in their camp, and therefore the 
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camp was to be kept holy (Deut. 23:14). Anyone who disobeyed God defiled the camp, and this defilement affected their 

relationship to the Lord and to one another. 
  
God’s people today are one body in Christ. Consequently, we belong to each other, we need each other, and we affect 

each other (1 Cor. 12:12ff). Any weakness or infection in one part of the human body contributes to weakness and 

infection in the other parts. So it also is with the body of Christ. “If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part 

is honored, every part rejoices with it” (1 Cor. 12:26, NIV). “One sinner destroys much good” (Ecc. 9:18, NKJV). 
  
Achan’s name, the Hebrew, àa„kan, is a play on the word àa„ko„r, which means “trouble.” So Joshua would declare that 

the Lord would bring trouble (àa„ko„r) on Achan who had become a “troubler” to the nation because of his sin (cf. 7:24-

25).  
  
Thus, the site of Achan’s death and grave was called, “the valley of Achor” (Hebrew, àa„ko‚r, “disturbance, trouble”). 

Though the crime was committed by one person, the whole nation was considered guilty. The nation was responsible for 

the obedience of every citizen and was charged with the punishment of every offender. This should call to mind the 

following verses:  
  
See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it 

many be defiled;  that there be no immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single meal 

(Hebrews 12:15-16). 
  
Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough? Clean out the old 

leaven, that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed 

(1 Corinthians 5:6-7). 
  
The apostle Paul saw the same principle of solidarity at work in the church (1 Cor 5:6-13). Unjudged sin contaminated the 

whole assembly—”Don’t you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of dough?” (v. 6).[2] 
  
(3) We also are reminded how nothing escapes the omniscience of God (Psa. 139:1f). Sin never escapes His watchful 

eye. We can fool ourselves and others, but never the Lord. God sees the sin in our lives and desires us to deal with it, not 

hide it. Hiding it only hinders our progress in God’s will and plan (Prov. 28:13) and creates trouble for others. Numbers 

32:23 reminds us, “be sure your sin will find you out.” This is similar to the idea of reaping what we sow because of the 

natural consequences of God’s spiritual and moral laws and because of God’s personal involvement. The Numbers text, 

however, does not just teach that sin will be discovered but that the consequences of our sin become active agents in 

discovering us (see Gal. 6:7-8). 
  
(4) The words, “therefore the anger of the Lord burned against the sons of Israel,” dramatically call our attention 

to the holiness of God. Sin is no small matter with God because sin is rebellion and rebellion is as the sin of divination (1 

Sam. 15:23). Even though Christ died for our sins and stands at God’s right hand as our Advocate and Intercessor, God 

does not and cannot treat sin in our lives lightly. It is against His holy character (His holiness, righteousness, love, etc.) 

and against His holy purposes for us because it hinders His control and ability to lead us. 
  
Or do you think the scripture means nothing when it says, “The spirit that God caused to live within us has an envious 

yearning?” But he gives greater grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but he gives grace to the humble.” 

(James 4:5-6, the NET Bible, emphasis mine).  
  
Thus, God must deal with us and the sin in our lives; He deals with us as a Father and as the Vine Dresser, but He 

nevertheless deals with us (John 15:1f; Heb. 12:5). 
  
The sin (Josh. 7:20-21). 
{20} Achan replied, "It is true! I have sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel. This is what I have done: {21} When I 

saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold weighing fifty 

shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath."  
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A beautiful Babylonian garment: Literally, “one beautiful garment of Shinar.” The land of Shinar is mentioned in Gen. 

11:2 as the place where men built the Tower of Babel. two hundred shekels of silver: The shekel was the basic unit of 

weight for silver, and it was slightly more than fourtenths of an ounce. The total weight of the silver was considerable, 

more than eighty ounces. The gold Achan took weighed fifty shekels, or about twenty ounces. coveted: Achan’s actions, 

besides violating God’s instructions, also were a violation of the tenth commandment (Ex. 20:17). Achan had made 

fruitless attempts to hide his sin from God, from whom nothing can be hidden (Ps. 139:7–12).[3] 
Ironically for Achan, God allowed the Israelites to take the spoil in the next victory, at the second battle of Ai (8:2). 

Achan’s greed was his own downfall.[4] 
  
Achan heard his commander give the order that all the spoils in Jericho were to be devoted to the Lord and were to go into 

His treasury (6:17-21, 24). Since Jericho was Israel’s first victory in Canaan, the firstfruits of the spoils belonged to the 

Lord (Prov. 3:9). But Achan disobeyed and took the hazardous steps that lead to sin and death (James 1:13-15): “I saw . . . 

I coveted . . . [I] took” (Josh. 7:21).  
  
Eve did the same thing when she listened to the devil (Gen. 3:5), and so did David when he yielded to the flesh (2 Sam. 

11:1-4). Since Achan also coveted the things of the world, he brought defeat to Israel and death to himself and his family. 
  
Achan’s first mistake was to look at these spoils a second time. He probably couldn’t help seeing them the first time, but 

he should never have looked again and considered taking them. A man’s first glance at a woman may say to him, “She’s 

attractive!” But it’s that second glance that gets the imagination working and leads to sin (Matt. 6:27-30). If we keep 

God’s Word before our eyes, we won’t start looking in the wrong direction and doing the wrong things (Prov. 4:20-25). 
  
His second mistake was to reclassify those treasures and call them “the spoils” (Josh. 7:21). They were not “the spoils”; 

they were a part of the Lord’s treasury and wholly dedicated to Him. They didn’t belong to Achan, or even to Israel; they 

belonged to God. When God identifies something in a special way, we have no right to change it. In our world today, 

including the religious world, people are rewriting God’s dictionary! “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; 

that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” (Isa. 5:20, KJV) If God 

says something is wrong, then it’s wrong; and that’s the end of the debate. 
  
Achan’s third mistake was to covet. “But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed” 

(James 1:14, NKJV). Instead of singing praises in his heart for the great victory God had given, Achan was imagining in 

his heart what it would be like to own all that treasure. The imagination is the “womb” in which desire is conceived and 

from which sin and death are eventually born. 
  
His fourth mistake was to think that he could get away with his sin by hiding the loot. Adam and Eve tried to cover their 

sin and run away and hide, but the Lord discovered them (Gen. 3:7ff). “Be sure your sin will find you out” was originally 

said to the people of God, not to the lost (Num. 32:23); and so was “The Lord shall judge His people” (Deut. 32:36; Heb. 

10:30). How foolish of Achan to think that God couldn’t see what he was doing, when “all things are naked and open to 

the eyes of Him to whom we must give account” (Heb. 4:13, NKJV). 
  
Achan’s sin becomes even more odious when you stop to realize all that God had done for him. God had cared for him 

and his family in the wilderness. He had brought them safely across the Jordan and given the army victory at Jericho. The 

Lord had accepted Achan as a son of the covenant at Gilgal. Yet in spite of all these wonderful experiences, Achan 

disobeyed God just to possess some wealth that he couldn’t even enjoy. Had he waited just a day or two, he could have 

gathered all the spoils he wanted from the victory at Ai! “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 

these things shall be added to you” (Matt. 6:33, NKJV). 
  
The Defeat at Ai Described (7:2-5) 
{2} Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth Aven to the east of Bethel, and told them, "Go up and spy 

out the region." So the men went up and spied out Ai. {3} When they returned to Joshua, they said, "Not all the people will 

have to go up against Ai. Send two or three thousand men to take it and do not weary all the people, for only a few men 

are there." {4} So about three thousand men went up; but they were routed by the men of Ai, {5} who killed about thirty-

six of them. They chased the Israelites from the city gate as far as the stone quarries and struck them down on the slopes. 

At this the hearts of the people melted and became like water.  
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Ai was in the hill country, about fifteen miles from Jericho; and one went up to Ai because it was situated 1,700 feet 

above sea level. The Jewish army marched confidently up the hill but soon came down again, fleeing for their lives and 

leaving thirty-six dead comrades behind them. 
  
The defeat of Israel’s army at Ai described here is the only defeat recorded in Joshua and the only report of Jews slain in 

battle. Ai was smaller than Jericho! How could such a defeat occur so quickly? The root cause, as summarized in verse 

one, was the sin of Achan. There are other issues involved, however, which led Joshua to go up against Ai when he should 

not have.  
  
In these verses we see some of the varying consequences of sin in the life of God’s people or in the life of the individual. 

Sin has many consequences, none of them good.  
  
No doubt Joshua was eager to move forward for the Lord and to take more territory in keeping with God’s directions and 

His purpose for Israel. But being a little self-confident and resting too much on the victory at Jericho, Joshua evidently 

failed to take time to get alone with the Lord to inquire of Him and seek His strength. If he had, he would not have 

remained ignorant of the sin of Achan and could have dealt with it first. Four deadly errors were the result: (a) They 

remained ignorant of the sin of Achan. (b) They underestimated the strength of the enemy. (c) They over-estimated the 

strength of their own army. (d) They presumed on the Lord—they took Him for granted. 
  
Later, when God gave the orders for them to go up against the enemy, perhaps because of their previous self-confident 

attitude and their presumption, He commanded them to take “all the people of war” (8:1). With Gideon, however, the 

Lord had him reduce his forces lest they boast in their own power as the source of their victory (Judges 7:1f).  
  
How often are we not just like Joshua here in chapter 7? Because of a workaholic mentality or an activity-oriented bent or 

a desire to get things done and to be successful, there is the tendency to rush off without taking time to draw near to the 

Lord, draw on His resources, and to put on the full armor of God. Such is not only unwise, but it often causes us to be 

insensitive to serious failures in our own lives and ministries which grieve and quench the Spirit and leave us defenseless 

against the enemy because we are operating in our own strength and wisdom. Ultimately, then, these failures stand in the 

way of our progress and ability to handle the various challenges in life. 
  
The last part of verse 5 reads, “so the hearts of the people melted and became as water.” The defeat at Ai demoralized the 

people. This is perhaps even more significant than the defeat itself because it created misgivings and a lack of confidence 

in the Lord. Rather than examine their own lives as the source of their defeat, they began to doubt the Lord and wonder if 

He had changed His mind or if they had misread His directions. Should we have crossed the Jordan? Should we have 

stayed on the other side? (cf. 7:7). 
  
In our human nature, we are typically just like that. We are so quick to become depressed, discouraged, and disoriented. 

We look in every direction for a reason for defeat—except to ourselves. We blame, we make excuses, we hide and hurl, 

but we so often fail to honestly examine our own lives. We assume the problem could not possibly be us … could it? 
  
The Dismay of Joshua Depicted (7:6-9) 
{6} Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown to the ground before the ark of the LORD, remaining there till 

evening. The elders of Israel did the same, and sprinkled dust on their heads. {7} And Joshua said, "Ah, Sovereign LORD, 

why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we 

had been content to stay on the other side of the Jordan! {8} O Lord, what can I say, now that Israel has been routed by 

its enemies? {9} The Canaanites and the other people of the country will hear about this and they will surround us and 

wipe out our name from the earth. What then will you do for your own great name?"  
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The Consternation Before the Ark (vs. 6)  
In this description of Joshua we see one of the great evidences of the inspiration of Scripture. God’s people, including the 

great heroes of the faith, are pictured with blemishes, warts and all. God does not touch up the photo. Rather, He shows us 

their humanness to comfort us in our own failures and to challenge us to realize He can use us greatly if we will but trust 

Him.  
  
Failure is unique to none of us … and it is not the end. In fact, it can be the beginning depending on how we respond. Of 

course, it is always better to make a few new mistakes and learn from them than to repeat old ones. When we keep making 

the same mistakes our defeats have no life-changing value. In the defeat at Ai we see a real test of Joshua’s leadership. As 

Sanders remarks, “There are tests to leadership as well as tests of leadership,”[5] and one of those tests is the test of failure. 

Failure is unique to no one. Failure, like all testings, are common to all men (1 Cor. 10:13) and thus, the manner in which 

a leader handles failure, his own and others, will have a powerful impact on his growth and future leadership. 
  
A study of Bible characters reveals that most of those who made history were men who failed at some point, and some of 

them drastically, but who refused to continue lying in the dust. Their very failure and repentance secured for them a more 

ample conception of the grace of God. They learned to know Him as the God of the second chance to His children who 

had failed Him—and the third chance, too … 
  
The successful leader is a man who has learned that no failure need to be final and acts on that belief, whether the failure 

is his own or that of another. He must learn to be realistic and prepared to realize that he cannot be right all the time. 

There is no such thing as a perfect or infallible leader.[6] 
  
Joshua, of course, was stunned by the defeat and catastrophe at Ai, and his actions and those of the elders were in keeping 

with the Hebrew practices of mourning and despair. Prostrating himself before the Ark of the Lord certainly suggests that 

he and the elders were humbling themselves before the Lord. Joshua and the elders were not guilty of callused 

indifference. They were showing a deep concern and their need of God’s hand; they needed His intervention and wisdom. 

However, from the words that follow, intermingled with these feelings, there is also evidence of some self-pity and doubt.  
  
The actions of mourning here are much more dramatic than typical mourning customs in the modern world. However, 

these were common actions in Israel and the ancient Middle East. Other mourning customs in Israel included weeping (Ps. 

6:6), beating the chest (Is. 32:12), lifting up of the hands (Ezra 9:5; Ps. 141:2), lying or sitting in silence (Judg. 20:26; 2 

Sam. 12:16), bowing the head (Lam. 2:10), fasting (2 Sam. 3:35), wearing sackcloth (Gen. 37:34), and sprinkling ashes, 

dust, or dirt (2 Sam. 15:32). However, the Israelites were strictly prohibited from practicing some pagan mourning rites, 

such as cutting the body or shaving the beard (Lev. 19:28; Deut. 14:1; Jer. 16:6).[7] 
  

Today we do not normally tear our clothes, fall face down on the ground, and put dust on our heads. But we do have ways 

of showing our consternation and pain and doubt. We may fall on our knees or put our face in our hands and sob, but if 

there are feelings of self-pity and depression, we may become inactive or sullen. But these responses do not remove the 

pain nor do they solve the problem and enable us to grow through the experience.  
  
The Complaint to the Lord (vss. 7-8) 
Finally, after a whole day on his face, Joshua verbalized his perplexity in three questions and two statements. He didn’t 

take it out on others, nor did he try to escape or repress it. He did what we should all do—he took it to the Lord. 
  
In his prayer Joshua sounded like the unbelieving Jews whenever they found themselves in a tough situation that 

demanded faith: Joshua’s bitter words echoed various complaints by the Israelites in the wilderness (Ex. 16:3; 17:3; Num. 

11:4–6; 14:2, 3; 20:3–5).[8]  
  
(Exodus 16:3 NIV)  The Israelites said to them, "If only we had died by the Lord's hand in Egypt! There we sat around 

pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to 

death." 
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(Exodus 17:3 NIV)  But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, "Why did 

you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?" 
  
(Numbers 11:4-6 NIV)  The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing and said, 

"If only we had meat to eat! {5} We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost--also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, 

onions and garlic. {6} But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!" 
  
(Numbers 14:2-3 NIV)  All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, "If 

only we had died in Egypt! Or in this desert! {3} Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the 

sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 
  
(Numbers 20:3-5 NIV)  They quarreled with Moses and said, "If only we had died when our brothers fell dead before the 

LORD! {4} Why did you bring the Lord's community into this desert, that we and our livestock should die here? {5} Why 

did you bring us up out of Egypt to this terrible place? It has no grain or figs, grapevines or pomegranates. And there is 

no water to drink!" 
  
The Jews had frequently wanted to go back to Egypt, but Joshua would have been willing to cross the Jordan and settle 

down on the other side. 
  
“But read his prayer, and you will catch a strange note in it,” wrote George H. Morrison; “Joshua reproaches God.”7-1 He 

seems to be blaming God for Israel’s presence in Canaan and for the humiliating defeat they had just experienced. 
  
When you walk by faith, you will claim all that God has for you; but unbelief is always content to settle for something less 

than God’s best. This is why the Epistle to the Hebrews is in the Bible, to urge God’s people to “go on” and enter into the 

fullness of their inheritance in Christ (Heb. 6:1). God sometimes permits us to experience humiliating defeats in order to 

test our faith and reveal to us what’s really going on in our hearts. What life does to us depends on what life finds in us, 

and we don’t always know the condition of our own hearts (Jer. 17:9). 
  
The First Question (vs. 7a): “Alas, O Lord God, why did You ever bring this people over the Jordan …” The NIV 

translates this, “Ah, Sovereign LORD, why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan …” The word “alas” or “ah” 

is a strong interjection of despair.  
  
“Ah” is practically a transliteration of the Hebrew. It often, as here, points to a mood of hopelessness and defeat. In most 

places it is used with “Lord God” though not always as an expression of despair (Jud. 6:22; Jer. 1:6; 4:10; 14:13; 32:17; 

Ezek. 4:14; 9:8;11:13). With one breath he cries out “Ah, Adonai Yahweh,” which acknowledges God’s sovereign 

authority and lordship over their lives, but with the very next breath he seems to question God’s purposes and promises as 

the Sovereign Lord.  
  
With the question, “why did You ever bring this people across the Jordan …” he was acting as though God were not in 

control or as though God had merely tricked them or had made a mistake. How quick we are to act religious while at the 

very same time we can deny God’s authority and power by other things we may think, or say, or do. Here is a perfect 

illustration of how focusing on the problem negatively affects our view of God which in turn affects our faith in His 

purposes, plan, and promises.  
  
A wrong focus, on the one hand, often turns mountains into mole hills. Perhaps, trusting in their past victory instead of the 

Lord, they had their eyes on the smallness of Ai and saw it as just a little problem. On the other hand, with their eyes on 

the defeat, they turned this mole hill into a mountain that was too big for the Sovereign Lord to handle.  
  
Whenever we are occupied with the problem, or whenever we fail to focus our minds and eyes on the Lord, we become 

insensitive to the Person, plan, promises, and purposes of God. At this point, it seems it never entered Joshua’s mind that 

God may have had a reason for allowing the defeat or that they might in some way be the cause. When our focus is wrong 

we either forget God’s promises or we question them. We then quit relating to God’s person in all His divine essence. In 

such a condition we no longer see the Lord as our hope, instead He becomes the villain. 
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The First Statement (vs. 7b): “If only we had been willing to dwell beyond the Jordan!” How narrow our vision grows 

and how negative we become to God’s purposes when we have our eyes on the circumstances and lose sight of the Lord! 

We go into reverse and look back. The tendency is to become nostalgic for the ‘good old days.’ We become like Israel 

who remembered the garlic, leeks and cucumbers, but forgot about the taskmasters and mud pits. In order to be comfort-

able we are willing to settle for a life of mediocrity rather than learn what the hindrances are so that we can move ahead in 

the pursuit of excellence. 
  
There is the assumption here that, since they had been defeated, they could not go forward and that it would have been 

better not to have encountered the enemy. In their perspective, their failure had somehow weakened God’s ability to give 

them future victories. This is a typical assumption, but one that is wrong. God is never limited by our defeats. As the 

Sovereign Lord, He is able to work all things together for good, the good of conforming us like His Son (Rom. 8:28-29).  
  
The Second Question (vs. 8): “O Lord, what can I say since Israel has turned their back before their enemies?” Following 

the defeat of Jericho, chapter 6 ended with the statement, “So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame was in all the 

land.” Now we have this statement in 7:8 and it seems Joshua was now worried about the complaints of the people and 

their willingness to follow his leadership. Will this failure preempt my ability to do what you have called me to do 

because of their attitudes and questions? Furthermore, people were going to want some answers and he simply didn’t have 

any at this time. What could he possibly say to them? This was really a prayer for wisdom (Jam. 1:5). 
  
Perhaps also, feeling a little shame or personal blame for the way the men had turned and fled, he was doubting his own 

ability to lead the army. He was perhaps feeling that he had let them down, that people would be blaming him for the 

defeat, and he was concerned about the impact of all this on his ability to lead the people.  
  
A Second Statement and Worry (vs. 9): “For the inhabitants of the land will hear of it, and they will surround us and cut 

off our name …” Joshua was concerned about the impact of this defeat on their testimony to the nations and how it could 

bring them down in a concerted effort against God’s people. Would this provide a beachhead for the enemy to now go on 

the offensive and attack Israel rather than vice versa? The world is watching us and the way we handle our problems 

affects the attitude of the world toward the Christian community (1 Pet. 3:13-17). 
  
The Third Question: “And what will You do for Your great name?” Even in all his fears, we see Joshua’s character and 

love for the Lord manifesting itself. It appears that Joshua’s greatest concern was that the news of this defeat might 

somehow reduce the respect of the heathen nations for God’s own name. Joshua may have been guilty of thinking what 

people often think, that one failure must lead to other failures; that victory is less likely now because they had so 

miserably failed. True, our sin and failure may affect our testimony for a while; it may give Satan an opportunity to 

establish a beachhead; it may have repercussions in other ways, but God is always able to work all things together for 

good for those who love Him.  
  
Nothing is ever accomplished with our face in the dirt or with our eyes on our failures and problems. First, we must 

confess our failures and the things that caused them when they can be determined. Then we must seek to learn from them. 

Finally, we need to know that God’s will is immediate recovery and faith in the grace of God. God’s will is to get up and 

move on (vss. 10f). 
  
Let’s summarize the causes of failure: (1) Apparently, there was a lack of prayer or a failure to get alone with God to seek 

His guidance. (2) Clearly, there was reliance on human wisdom when Joshua listened to the suggestion of the spies when 

they returned from the spying out Ai (vs. 3). (3) Then, relying on their past victory instead of the Lord, there was 

overconfidence in their own ability thinking they could easily go up against such a small city when compared to Jericho 

(vss. 3-4). 
  
Now with verse 10, our attention is turned to God’s response and directions to Joshua. This is highly instructive for it not 

only gives us greater insight into the nature of Joshua’s actions (dismay and doubt), but it provides us with God’s 

evaluation of what Joshua was doing (He was not pleased) and His instruction for what was to done to correct the 

problem. 
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The Directions From God Delineated (7:10-15) 
{10} The LORD said to Joshua, "Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? {11} Israel has sinned; they have 

violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, 

they have lied, they have put them with their own possessions. {12} That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their 

enemies; they turn their backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I will not be with you anymore 

unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction. {13} "Go, consecrate the people. Tell them, 'Consecrate 

yourselves in preparation for tomorrow; for this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: That which is devoted is 

among you, O Israel. You cannot stand against your enemies until you remove it. {14} "'In the morning, present 

yourselves tribe by tribe. The tribe that the LORD takes shall come forward clan by clan; the clan that the LORD takes 

shall come forward family by family; and the family that the LORD takes shall come forward man by man. {15} He who is 

caught with the devoted things shall be destroyed by fire, along with all that belongs to him. He has violated the covenant 

of the LORD and has done a disgraceful thing in Israel!'"  
  
What the Lord said to Joshua helps us see Achan’s sin (and Israel’s sin) from the divine point of view. What they did was 

sin (7:11), a word that means “to miss the mark.” God wants His people to be holy and obedient, but they missed the mark 

and fell short of God’s standard. It was also transgression (v. 11), which means “to cross over.” God had drawn a line and 

told them not to cross it, but they had violated His covenant and crossed the line. 
  
This sin involved stealing from God and then lying about it (v. 11). Achan had taken the forbidden wealth but pretended 

that he had obeyed the Lord. Achan had done a foolish thing (v. 15) in thinking he could rob God and get away with it. 

Israel couldn’t face any of her enemies until their sin had been put away. The tribes could never claim their inheritance as 

long as one man clung to his forbidden treasures. Everything God had done for His people up to this point was to no avail 

as long as they couldn’t go forward in victory. What a lesson for the church today! 
  
The Directions to Joshua (vss. 10-12) 
With the words, “So the Lord said to Joshua,” we have an illustration of the personal involvement of God in the lives of 

His people. God cares about our lives and ministries and is ever at work to reveal Himself and teach us about ourselves 

and what we need to be doing as we walk through life (1 Pet. 5:6-7; Heb. 13:5-6). The issue is are we listening? 
  
“Rise up!” This command comes with Joshua lying on his face in despair and panic with dirt on his head in typical 

oriental fashion. As mentioned, falling on his face demonstrated his deep concern and humility since he was crying out to 

God. In view of God’s response, however, it seems Joshua’s actions were primarily out of despair and the product of a 

spirit of hopelessness and unbelief as his words in verse 7 aptly demonstrate. Note again the word “Alas,” the Heb. ‘ahah, 

an interjection, which, in this context, shows despair or deep concern. 
  
Since nothing is accomplished with our face in the dirt, the Lord tells Joshua to rise up out of this condition. Such a 

condition, though very human and characteristic of all of us from time to time, is not a state we can afford to stay in—it 

accomplishes nothing, it dishonors God’s promises and person, and neutralizes us for ministry and for the Lord.  
  
The KJV has “get thee up,” the NIV “stand up,” the NASB “rise up,” and the NET Bible has “get up.” The verb here is 

the Hebrew qum which often means to rise up from a prostrate position for various reasons and from various conditions. 

From this literal meaning, qum often has a figurative idea. It is used of rising as an act of preparation for action, of rising 

out of a state of inaction or failure, of showing respect and worship, of rising to hear God’s Word, of becoming strong or 

powerful, of rising up to give deliverance, of assuming an office or responsibility (as a prophet or a judge), and of rising 

up to give testimony. Several of these ideas are applicable here. This command calls for Joshua to rise up from his state of 

despair and futility, which has neutralized him, in order to prepare himself for action, listen to the Lord, take up his 

responsibility, and lead the people in God’s deliverance. 
  
Application: While the Lord understands and sympathizes with our problems and fears, and while humbling ourselves 

before the Lord is always needed, He nevertheless never condones our being prostrate in despair nor excuses us from 

appropriating His grace and moving out in obedience. His word to us is get up off our face, get our eyes on Him and deal 

with our problems according to the principles and promises of Scripture. This is a call for decisive action that is willing to 

make tough decisions to deal with our sin. Feeling sorry and sad about our condition is not enough. We must be willing to 
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deal decisively with our sins. “He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, But he who confesses and forsakes 

them will find compassion” (Prov. 38:13). 
  
“Why is it that you have fallen on your face?” Literally, the text say, “Why are you falling on your face?” The nature of 

this question carries a note of rebuke with a call for examination to get to the bottom of the problem, i.e., the cause of their 

failure. In effect, God is saying in view of who I am, in view of My plan for Israel and My promises to you, Joshua, what 

possible reason could you have for such despair?  
  
Here then is a call to get his eyes on the Lord but also to look for the cause in their own sinfulness! When failure comes, 

we should never think God has abandoned us or that His plan has failed. We need to ask, could I be the cause? 
  
This, then, is a call for Joshua (and for us when this is applicable) to examine the nature of what we are doing and to look 

for the root causes for the defeats of life when they occur. We need to know precisely just what lessons God is seeking to 

teach us. Is this caused by something I did or failed to do? 
  
The Cause of Israel’s Failure (vs. 11)  
Reading verse 11 in the NASB or KJV makes it look like there are several different violations because of the way each 

clause is connected by “and,” but for the most part, each clause is a further explanation of the preceding. The translations 

of the NIV and the NET Bible seek to show this: each description is a further explanation of the problem, which goes 

from the general to the specific with each explanation adding more detail of what was involved.  
  
Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenantal commandment. They have taken some of the riches; they have stolen 

them and deceitfully put them among their own possessions (NET Bible).  
  
(1) “Israel has sinned” (this states the basic nature of their failure and ours—sin [the Heb. is h£a„t£a„á meaning “miss, 

miss the way or goal or mark”]); (2) “they have violated” (“violated” is the Hebrew àa„bar, “to pass over, overstep, go 

beyond, transgress”) “my covenantal commandment” (this points to the specific issue). (3) “They have taken some of the 

riches (the devoted things); they have stolen them” (this shows how they had transgressed the covenant and just what this 

entailed, stealing—stealing that which belonged to the Lord as devoted Him); (4) “and deceitfully put them among their 

own possessions” (this describes the further consequences, the snowball effect of sin and brings out the selfish, coveting 

nature of what was done, which is the root of most sin). 
  
The Consequences of Israel’s Failure (vs. 12)  
That God would declare the people of Israel doomed to destruction, as Jericho had been, because of their sin was a 

serious statement. It meant God would no longer be with Israel until the sin was removed from the camp. God had 

specifically promised to be with His people (1:5, 9). This threat to withdraw His presence emphasizes once again God’s 

absolute standards and His demand for holiness.[9] 
  
We should pay special attention to the “therefore” that introduces this verse. The NIV has “that is why” and the NASB 

and KJV have “therefore.” In this way, we are pointed to one of consequences of the sin of Achan and of unconfessed sin 

in general—weakness, inability to serve and live for the Lord. Why? Because sin grieves and quenches the Spirit (Eph. 

4:30; 1 Thess. 5:10). This illustrates the truth declared in John 15:1-7 (the need for abiding in Christ); Ephesians 4:30 

(how sin grieves the person of the Spirit); 1 Thessalonians 5:19 (how sin quenches the power of the Spirit); Proverbs 

28:13 (how failure to confess and decisively deal with sin keeps the Lord from prospering our walk).  
  
In Christ we have the capacity to live victoriously for the Lord regardless of what we face, but the ability to do so always 

depends on fellowship with the Savior in the power of the Spirit; we need to walk in the light (1 John 1:5-9). 
  
Directions for the People (vs. 13-15) 
In preparation for his ministry of leadership, Joshua is again told to “rise up.” He can’t lead the people with his face in the 

dirt or while moping about, depressed over the defeat. This is in essence a call for restoration to fellowship and faith in the 

power of God. It’s like the Lord’s words to Peter in Luke 22. Peter was warned that Satan would sift him like wheat, but 

then the Lord told him, “and you, when once you have turned again (restoration to fellowship), strengthen your brothers” 

(Luke 22:32). Peter was not to allow his failure and denials to neutralize him or keep him from being a leader and 
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ministering to others. So later, after being restored to fellowship, Peter himself would exhort, “gird up the loins of your 

mind …” (1 Pet. 1:13). In view of what follows, the examination and discharge of discipline on Achan and his family, 

Joshua undoubtedly communicated this same command to the people. 
  
Next, in verse 13, Joshua was told to “consecrate the people” to prepare them to deal with the problem. He was to call 

their attention to the cause of their defeat. Someone had taken things that were under the ban which had caused God to 

withhold His power. As the Lord had emphasized to Joshua, so he was to call their attention to both the cause and the 

consequences of the sin. This also called for them to consecrate themselves, that is to prepare themselves for the activities 

that would take place on the next day. They were to set the day apart for this activity and to prepare their hearts perhaps 

by prayer and worship for what God would have to do. 
  
In verse 14 specific instructions were given for purging out this sin from their midst. First, there was to be examination of 

the people tribe by tribe, family by family, and finally, man by man. Note how the men were the ones held responsible for 

their families. The examination would reveal the guilty party. Verse 15 describes the punishment that was to be carried 

out on the guilty party with the reason given for the severity of the punishment.  
  
The Discovery of Achan Described (7:16-21) 
{16} Early the next morning Joshua had Israel come forward by tribes, and Judah was taken. {17} The clans of Judah 

came forward, and he took the Zerahites. He had the clan of the Zerahites come forward by families, and Zimri was taken. 

{18} Joshua had his family come forward man by man, and Achan son of Carmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the 

tribe of Judah, was taken. {19} Then Joshua said to Achan, "My son, give glory to the LORD, the God of Israel, and give 

him the praise. Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from me." {20} Achan replied, "It is true! I have sinned against 

the LORD, the God of Israel. This is what I have done: {21} When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, 

two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden 

in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath."  
  
“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” asked the prophet (Jer. 17:9); and he 

answered the question in the next verse: “I the Lord search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to 

his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.” 
  
Nobody can hide from God. “Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him?” (23:24)  
  
Whether sinners run to the top of the mountains or dive to the bottom of the seas, God will find them and judge them 

(Amos 9:3). “For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be 

evil” (Ecc. 12:14). 
  
The Search for the Guilty Party (vss. 16-18) 
Four times we read in Joshua that he rose early in the morning to take care of important business. Joshua was no 

procrastinator. 
  
Then, in verses 16 through 18 the process of discovery is described beginning with all Israel until it was narrowed down 

by tribes to the tribe of Judah, then by families or clans to the Zerathites, then to the family of Zimri, and from that family 

to Achan. Why did Joshua follow this procedure and how was he able to narrow the search to Achan? The answer is found 

for us in verse 14 in the repeated words, “which the Lord takes” or “selects” (NET Bible). The words “by lot” found in the 

NASB are in italics and are not in the original, but they most likely express the means used because of the words, “which 

the Lord takes.”  
  
“Which the Lord takes” or “selects” in verses 16-18 refers to a choice probably based on the use of the Urim and the 

Thummim in accordance with Exodus 28:15, 30 (cf. Num. 27:21) and which somehow involved the casting of lots (cf. 

Prov. 16:33; Jos. 14:1-2; 18:6). 
  
A key question is what was the Urim and the Thummim? They appear in Scripture without explanation, but the following 

may help us though several theories have been given as to their meaning.  
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(1) The Hebrew for this phrase probably means “the lights” and “the perfections” or “light and perfection.” The Hebrew 

word for Urim (‘u‚ri‚m, a plural noun) is probably derived from ‘o‚r “be light.” Thummim, also plural, probably comes 

from a Hebrew word meaning “perfection.”  
  
(2) Urim begins with the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet (aleph) and Thummim (thu„mmi‚m) begins with the last letter 

(taw). Perhaps, as the Law which was built on the Hebrew alphabet (aleph to taw) stood for God’s moral will, so the Urim 

and Thummim stood for God’s guidance in special situations beyond human knowledge and ability. 
  
(3) The Urim and Thummim appear in Scripture without explanatory identification, except that they were to be put “in the 

breastplate … and be upon Aaron’s heart” (Ex. 28:30), which may suggest that these are none other than descriptive terms 

for the twelve precious stones of the immediately preceding context, inscribed with the names of the tribes of Israel (vv. 

17-21), and set in the breastplate of judgment upon Aaron’s heart (v. 29).[10] Some believe they consisted of only two 

special stones.  
  
(4) Michaelis (Laws of Moses, 5:52) gives his opinion that the Urim and Thummim were three stones, on one of which 

was written ‘Yes,’ on another ‘No,’ whereas the third was left neutral or blank. These were used as lots, and the high 

priest decided accordingly as one or the other was drawn out. Kalisch (on Exodus 28:31) identifies the Urim and the 

Thummim with the twelve tribal gems. He looks on the name as one to be explained by an hendiadys (light and 

perfection—perfect illumination) and believes the high priest, by concentrating his thoughts on the attributes they 

represented, to have divested himself of all selfishness and prejudice and so to have passed into a true prophetic state. The 

process of consulting Jehovah by Urim and Thummim is not given in Scripture.[11] 
  
(5) They were contained in the breastplate or pouch of judgment worn on the outside of the ephod. The point is they were 

a means of seeking divine guidance and answers to questions and crises beyond human perception through the ministry of 

the priest. 
  
Dr. Hannah in The Bible Knowledge Commentary says:  
How they were used in determining God’s will is unknown, but some suggest the Urim represented a negative answer and 

the Thummim a positive answer. Perhaps this view is indicated by the fact that Urim … begins with the first letter of the 

Hebrew alphabet, and Thummim … with the last letter. Others suggest that the objects simply symbolized the high 

priest’s authority to inquire of God, or the assurance that the priest would receive enlightenment (“lights”) and perfect 

knowledge (“perfections”) from God.[12] 
  
(6) Whatever, they were probably sacred lots and were used in times of crisis to determine the will of God (see Numb. 

27:21). Every decision of the Urim was from the Lord (Prov. 16:33). The use of the Urim and the Thummim to determine 

God’s decisions or to find His will was to be done by the high priest because he alone could wear the ephod which 

contained the Urim and Thummim.  
  
(7) In 1 Samuel 2:28 three tasks of the priests are mentioned: (a) To go up to my altar, i.e., to perform the sacrificial rites 

at the altar of burnt offering in the courtyard of the tabernacle; (b) To burn incense at the altar of incense in the Holy Place 

(Ex 30:1-10), and (c) To wear an ephod. This is a reference to the special ephod to be worn by the high priests. This 

included the breastplate or pouch which contained the Urim and Thummim, the divinely ordained means of communi-

cation with God and to make decisions all of which was somehow related to casting lots. 
  
God gave divine direction and Achan was discovered by supernatural means. He did not come forth voluntarily to confess 

or repent and throw himself on the mercy of God. His failure to do so stands in contrast with the attitude of the prodigal 

son and the publican in the New Testament. 
  
Lessons From Achan’s Sin (vss. 20-21)  
As 1 Corinthians 10 reminds us, what happened to Achan is recorded for our warning and instruction to remind us of one 

of the processes to sin. The process to Achan’s sin was a familiar one. He saw, he coveted, and he took. It was the same 

with Eve (Gen. 3:6) and with David (2 Sam. 11:2-4) and it is the same with us. Joshua’s approach was tender, yet firm. He 

hated the sin, but loved the sinner. Achan’s confession while honest, was too late and it was the product of discovery. It 

was not an act of repentance or godly sorrow that leads to repentance (2 Cor. 7:8-11).  
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The phrase “Give glory to God” was a form of official oath in Israel (John 9:24, NIV). Achan had not only sinned against 

his own people, but also he had grievously sinned against the Lord; and he had to confess his sin to Him.  
  
When he said “I have sinned,” he joined the ranks of seven other men in Scripture who made the same confession, some 

more than once, and some without sincerity:  
1. Pharaoh (Ex. 9:27; 10:16)  

2. Balaam (Num. 22:34)  

3. King Saul (1 Sam. 15:24, 30; 26:21)  

4. David (2 Sam. 12:13; 24:10, 17; Ps. 51:4)  

5. Shimei (2 Sam. 19:20)  

6. Judas (Matt. 27:4)  

7. the prodigal son (Luke 15:18, 21).  

  
Certainly there are some important lessons here:  
(1) Confession without repentance or a genuine change of mind is hollow. It does not restore us to fellowship not 

because repentance is a work we must do to gain God’s forgiveness, but because without it we retain a wrong attitude 

which keeps a barrier between us and the Lord. 
  
(2) Sometimes confession is too late to stop the discipline as in the case with David. The primary purpose of 

confession is not to get out of trouble or to keep us out of God’s woodshed. The purpose of confession is to reestablish 

fellowship and turn our lives over to God because we want to walk with Him under His control, going in His direction 

(Amos 3:3). 
  
Perhaps the most practical need here is for us to note the process to see if we can discover what led to Achan’s choice and 

sin. The fact Achan hid the plunder shows he clearly knew he was doing wrong. So, why did he go ahead and do it? Well, 

why did Eve sin and fall for the deceptions of the serpent?  
  
In answer to this, we might first take note of what Achan took. He took gold and silver which suggests materialism, 

trusting in riches for our security and happiness. But he also took a beautiful robe which came from Babylon. This not 

only points to materialism, but the desire to be fashionable and gain the approbation of men, seeking our sense of 

significance from the praise or applause of others.  
  
Principle: These desires (lust patterns) illustrate the various lust patterns we all face and which, if not dealt with in faith, 

can dominate our lives. They include things like desire for position, power, prestige, pleasure, possessions, praise or 

applause, and recognition, but they are nothing more than human solutions or protective strategies we use to find security, 

significance, and satisfaction apart from God. Jeremiah calls them broken cisterns. “For My people have committed two 

evils: They have forsaken Me, The fountain of living waters, To hew for themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns, that can 

hold no water” (Jer. 2:13).  
  
These lust patterns have their source in: (a) The sinful nature with its faulty thinking and reasoning (Isa. 55:8f; Prov. 

14:12; Rom. 1:18f; Eph. 4:17f). (b) The world and its human reasoning or viewpoint that seeks to live life apart from God 

and His revelation and plan (Rom. 12:2). (c) False belief structures which, thinking with man’s viewpoint and believing 

the delusions of the world and Satan, believe that these things will meet our needs like security or happiness. (d) Unbelief 

in God’s goodness, wisdom, and timing in the way He supplies our needs.  
  
Achan, as with Eve, was dissatisfied, impatient, and self-reliant. He was believing, trusting and using his own protective 

strategies to get what he wanted out of life. Ironically, God was in the process of taking all of Israel into the land where 

each man would have his own land, house, and abundant blessings. But dissatisfaction caused by failure to find his 

happiness in the Lord produced impatience which caused him to covet and run ahead with his own solutions. Though the 

command against coveting is only one of the Ten Commandments, it is the root sin against which most of the others were 

given and the root cause behind most of our sin.  
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Coveting stems from being dissatisfied with our lot in life and from our failure to seek our happiness in the Lord and to 

trust Him as the source of our needs for security, significance, and satisfaction. The New Testament defines coveting as 

idolatry (Eph. 5:5; Col. 3:5). In the final analysis, idolatry is seeking from things what only God can give. An idol may be 

(a) an impotent graven image made of wood or precious metal to which one prays and seeks help, (b) but it may also be 

materialism, that way of life that seeks security and significance from money, possessions, power, prestige, and pleasure. 

(c) It may also be secularism, a philosophy of life by which men seek to live apart from dependence on God, or (4) it may 

be the approbation of men, seeking satisfaction and security from the praise of others. Campbell writes:  
  
It has been estimated that Americans are bombarded by 1,700 advertisements a day via various forms of the media. While 

there is no danger of our purchasing all 1,700 items, there is the possibility of our accepting the philosophy behind those 

advertisements—that we will have complete, fulfilled, satisfied lives if only we drive this car, use this hair spray, or drink 

that beverage.[13] 
  
So, what is our need? It is to learn Paul’s secret of contentment in the Lord as described in Philippians 4:12-13 (see also 

Phil. 3:13-14 and 1 Tim. 6:6-19). 
  
The Death of Achan Discharged (7:22-26) 
{22} So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent, and there it was, hidden in his tent, with the silver underneath. 

{23} They took the things from the tent, brought them to Joshua and all the Israelites and spread them out before the 

LORD. {24} Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold wedge, his sons 

and daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of Achor. {25} Joshua said, "Why 

have you brought this trouble on us? The LORD will bring trouble on you today." Then all Israel stoned him, and after 

they had stoned the rest, they burned them. {26} Over Achan they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to this 

day. Then the LORD turned from his fierce anger. Therefore that place has been called the Valley of Achor ever since. 
  
Since a law in Israel prohibited innocent family members from being punished for the sins of their relatives (Deut. 24:16), 

Achan’s family must have been guilty of assisting him in his sin. His household was judged the same way Israel would 

deal with a Jewish city that had turned to idols (Josh. 13:12-18). Achan and his family had turned from the true and living 

God and had given their hearts to that which God had said was accursed—silver, gold, and an expensive garment. It 

wasn’t worth it! 
  
At the beginning of a new period in Bible history, God sometimes revealed His wrath against sin in some dramatic way. 

After the tabernacle had been set up, Nadab and Abihu invaded its holy precincts contrary to God’s law; and God killed 

them. This was a warning to the priests not to treat God’s sanctuary carelessly (Lev. 10). When David sought to restore 

the ark to its place of honor, and Uzzah touched the ark to steady it, God killed Uzzah (2 Sam. 6:1-11); another warning 

from God not to treat sacred things carelessly. At the beginning of the Church Age, when Ananias and Sapphira lied to 

God and God’s people, the Lord killed them (Acts 5:1-11). 
  
The death of Achan and his family was certainly a dramatic warning to the nation not to take the Word of God lightly. 

The people and the animals were stoned, and their bodies burned along with all that the family possessed. The troubler of 

Israel was completely removed from the scene, the people were sanctified, and now God could march with His people and 

give them victory.  
  
It had been a trying two days for Joshua and his leaders, but the situation was about to change. God would take charge of 

the army and lead His people to victory. When you surrender to the Lord, no defeat is permanent and no mistake is 

beyond remedy. Even the “Valley of Trouble” can become a “door of hope.” 
  
When we read this passage, one of the questions that comes to mind is why was God so harsh on Achan and his family? In 

contrast to the mercy we see in the New Testament, this seems terribly harsh. We might think of the mercy the Lord 

demonstrated to the woman at the well who had five husbands (John 4:18) and the woman taken in adultery who, as a 

Jewish woman, could have been stoned according to the Law (John 8:3f) and wonder why Achan did not receive similar 

mercy.  
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We are apt to the New Testament passage like the death of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5). We might also be prone to 

either forget or minimize the holiness of God. God is described as holy more than by any of His other attributes, more 

than even His love, mercy, and grace. As a holy God, He is perfect righteousness and justice, and because of His justice, 

He must deal with sin (cf. Psa. 50:21; Eccl. 8:11-12). 
  
But there is another issue here we must not ignore as we think about this passage. Who were these people and what was 

their purpose? They were a people called of God to be His witness to the world and through whom God would give the 

Savior (cf. Ex. 19:4-6; Deut. 10:15f; with 1 Pet. 1:14f; 2:9-12). This involved protecting the welfare and purpose of the 

majority by dealing with this sin in such a way that it would cause them to realize just how serious was their calling and 

their walk with God.  
  
As the situation with Ananias and Sapphira occurred in the very early period of the church, so this judgment against 

Achan also occurred in the initial period of Israel’s entrance into the land in order to strike the fear of God into the hearts 

of the people and to provide an example of the seriousness of what Achan had done in violating the covenant of God. The 

great heap of stones set up over Achan’s grave seems to have been done as a memorial of warning for the generations to 

come. 
  
The final stroke was accomplished by the raising of a historical marker, a large pile of rocks, over the body of Achan. 

This seems to have been a common method of burial for infamous individuals (cf. 8:29). It served in this case that good 

purpose of warning Israel against the sin of disobeying God’s express commands.[14] 
  
Initial possession and enjoyment of the land and its blessings and their ability to fulfill their calling as God’s chosen 

people was dependent on obedience to God for it was He who was giving them the land with all its many blessings and 

responsibilities (Deut. 28-30).  
  
We should note that though Achan did confess his sin, he only did so when he was found out and forced to. Had he 

voluntarily cast himself on the mercy of God, his life might have been spared, as was David when he sinned. Campbell 

writes: “In view of the fact that the Law prohibits the execution of children for their father’s sins (Deut. 24:16), we 

assume that Achan’s children were accomplices in crime.”[15] 
  
Another key issue that must not be forgotten is the trouble this brought on others. God took severe action because of the 

serious consequences of Achan’s sin on others (it was a terrible example, several lives were lost, Israel was routed, and 

God’s honor impugned [cf. vs. 25]). The memorial of stones in the valley called Achor, which means “trouble” addressed 

this fact. 
  
Conclusion 
There are three concluding points that I would like to focus on from this chapter.  
(1) Our sin needs to be dealt with honestly and decisively.  
  
(2) Achan’s choice grew out of the soil of dissatisfaction. How could there be dissatisfaction in view of all he had learned 

and seen as one of the privileged people of Israel? We don’t know, but for whatever reason, Achan was dissatisfied with 

his lot in life because he failed to rest his life in God’s providence and goodness. His failure to walk by faith led to 

seeking satisfaction, security, and significance in the material world so that, lusting after things, he chose to take the 

things under the ban. It was this spiritual condition of dissatisfaction and independent living that led him to take matters 

into his own hands believing he could meet his wants by his own solutions. Our failure to find our contentment in the 

Savior and His love and grace is surely the cause of a great deal of our own self-made misery and sinful behavior. The 

Lord highlighted this very thing in Matthew 6 when He warned the disciples against storing up treasures on earth and 

against worrying about the details of life—drink, food, and clothing. In the process, He defined the pursuit of the details 

of life at the expense of seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness as a simple matter of not truly trusting in 

God’s supply. The issue is one of having too little faith.  
  
After pointing to the way God cares for the birds and clothes the grass, He said, 
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“But if God so arrays the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not 

much more do so for you, O men of little faith? 31 “Do not be anxious then, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall 

we drink?’ or ‘With what shall we clothe ourselves?’” (Matt. 6:30). 
  
(3) It would be helpful to note that when Achan sinned and there was sin in the camp of Israel, the blessing and strength of 

God was halted and the nation met with discipline and failure. But once the sin was dealt with as the Lord commanded, by 

His grace the blessing and strength of God resumed. Again we are reminded that known sin in our lives creates a barrier 

between us and the Lord because it shows our commitment to go our own way and to handle our own lives by our own 

strategies. 
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Studies in the Life of Joshua 

#9 The Call to Battle Joshua 8:1-35 

No matter what mistakes we may make, the worst mistake of all is not to try again;  
for “the victorious Christian life is a series of new beginnings” (Alexander Whyte). 

  
The following quotation runs contrary to what most people today think about life, including people in the church. It was 

said in a sermon preached on August 12, 1849,  by F.W. Robertson: “Life, like war, is a series of mistakes, and he is not 

the best Christian nor the best general who makes the fewest false steps. Poor mediocrity may secure that; but he is the 

best who wins the most splendid victories by the retrieval of mistakes. Forget mistakes; organize victories out of 

mistakes.8-1 
  
Henry Ford defined a mistake as “an opportunity to begin again, more intelligently.” Joshua would also have agreed, 

because he is about to “begin again, more intelligently” and organize a victory out of his mistakes. 
  
No matter what mistakes we may make, the worst mistake of all is not to try again; for “the victorious Christian life is a 

series of new beginnings” (Alexander Whyte). 
  
Comfort From the Lord (vs. 1a) 
“Then the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. 
  
Discouragement over the past and fear of the future are the two reactions that often accompany failure. We look back and 

remember the mistakes that we made, and then we look ahead and wonder whether there’s any future for people who fail 

so foolishly. 
  
The answer to our discouragement and fear is in hearing and believing God’s Word: “Fear not, neither be thou 

dismayed” (v. 1).  God never discourages His people from making progress. As long as we obey His commandments, we 

have the privilege of claiming His promises. God delights “to show Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is 

perfect [wholly devoted] toward Him” (2 Chron. 16:9). 
  
The victory over Ai would be Israel’s first true military victory in the land. God was no longer angry with Israel, since 

atonement had been made for its sin, and the task now was to get on with the conquest. With the sin of Achan judged, 

God’s favor toward the nation was restored. Thus, He gave the city of Ai into the Israelites’ hands, which they captured 

via an elaborate ambush.[1] 
  
It was fitting too that all the people should witness with their own eyes the happy consequences of having 

faithfully put away the sin which had separated them from God. 
  
The next thing we read concerns God’s new revelation to Joshua to both encourage him and give him directions for 

victory. The first words Joshua heard were “Do not fear or be dismayed.”  
  
Joshua had heard these words before. These are special words to encourage God’s people when facing the enemy:  

 These were the words Moses spoke in Kadesh-barnea as he sent out the 12 spies (Deut. 12:21). 

 These were also the words Joshua heard from Moses 40 years later as he turned the reins of leadership over to Joshua 

who would then be responsible to take the nation into the land of promise (Deut. 31:8). 

 Joshua would hear similar words directly from the Lord as He commissioned him to lead the people into the land 

(Josh. 1:9). 

 Joshua would use these same words to encourage the nation in the face of their enemies, and they would be used on 

three other occasions when Judah would be facing the enemy and terrible odds (Josh. 8:1; 10:25; 2 Chron. 20:15, 17; 

32:7). 
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This serves to remind us that God is a God of comfort who wants to comfort and encourage us through His 

Word: 
(Isaiah 40:1 NIV)  Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
  
(Romans 15:4 NIV)  For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and 

the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
  
(2 Corinthians 1:3 NIV)  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God 

of all comfort…. 
  
Once the nation of Israel had judged the sin that had defiled their camp, God was free to speak to them in mercy and direct 

them in their conquest of the land. “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and He delights in his way. Though 

he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; for the Lord upholds him with His hand” (Ps. 37:23-24, NKJV).  
  
You start with the Word of God. We today don’t hear God’s audible voice as people often did in Bible times, but we have 

the Word of God before us and the Spirit of God within us; and God will direct us if we wait patiently before Him. 
  
Directions From the Lord (vss. 1b-2) 
Take the whole army with you, and go up and attack Ai. For I have delivered into your hands the king of Ai, his people, 

his city and his land. {2} You shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king, except that you may carry off 

their plunder and livestock for yourselves. Set an ambush behind the city."  
  
The sins of Achan had broken the special relationship God had established with His people, and so God reiterated His 

encouragement to Joshua. These words reinforce the statement of 7:26 that God had forgiven Israel, that He had “turned 

from the fierceness of His anger.” people of war: The usual term is “men of war” (5:4, 6). This phrase seems to 

emphasize the unity of the entire nation in doing battle, even though it was most likely only the men who actually engaged 

in the battles. I have given: The conquest of the city was certain because God had willed it.[2] 
  
With God’s blessing assured through the words of comfort, a few specific directions are given.  
  
(1) Don’t make the same mistake twice: God’s word to Joshua was to use all the fighting men of Israel. Though the 

primary cause of the defeat at Ai was Achan’s sin, a secondary cause was underestimating the enemy, overestimating 

themselves, and presuming on the Lord (cf. 7:3-4). So they are now told to take all the fighting men and to go forth at 

God’s command trusting in the fact it was God who would give them victory.  
  
(2) Turn the place of defeat into the place of victory: Notice what happens here. Joshua is told to again go up and 

attack Ai. He is to return to the place of defeat, and now, because Joshua and the people are rightly related to the Lord, 

God promised they could turn the place of defeat into a place of victory. 
  
(3) The basis of victory is always the same: The words, “just as with Jericho” reminds us that victory at Ai would not 

only be as complete as that at Jericho, but that as with Jericho, it would come by the power of God regardless of the 

strategy used. God wants our places of defeat turned into places of victory. We are not to live with defeat or accept it as 

the norm for the Christian life. But as always, victory comes through faith in God’s presence and provision. 
  
(4) The spoils of victory promised—the irony of God’s blessing: In verse 2 Joshua was told that the spoils of Ai and its 

livestock could now be taken by Israel. As the first fruits of the land, Jericho had been placed under the ban, but this was 

not the case with Ai. What irony! Achan’s dissatisfaction, unsuppressed by patience and trust in the Lord for his needs, 

actually caused him to miss precisely what he longed for and much more. He wasted his life.  
  
“If only Achan had suppressed his greedy and selfish desires and obeyed God’s word at Jericho he would later have had 

all his heart desired and God’s blessing too. How easy it is to take matters into our own hands and go ahead of the 

Lord!”[3]  The path of obedience and faith is always best. 
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(5) A change in strategies (vs. 2b): The strategy used with Ai differed entirely from that employed at Jericho. This is 

highly instructive for us in ministry, in spiritual battles, or in the way God leads us. “The Israelites did not march around 

the walls of Ai seven times, nor did the walls fall miraculously.”[4] Israel was now directed to conquer the city through 

normal combat.  
  
Principle: We should not expect God to work the same way or lead us always the same way. We need to be open and 

sensitive to the various ways God may lead. As the Sovereign God of the universe, He is never limited to one particular 

method to accomplish His purposes.  
  
The Strategy for the Battle (8:3-13) 
{3} So Joshua and the whole army moved out to attack Ai. He chose thirty thousand of his best fighting men and sent them 

out at night {4} with these orders: "Listen carefully. You are to set an ambush behind the city. Don't go very far from it. 

All of you be on the alert. {5} I and all those with me will advance on the city, and when the men come out against us, as 

they did before, we will flee from them. {6} They will pursue us until we have lured them away from the city, for they will 

say, 'They are running away from us as they did before.' So when we flee from them, {7} you are to rise up from ambush 

and take the city. The LORD your God will give it into your hand. {8} When you have taken the city, set it on fire. Do what 

the LORD has commanded. See to it; you have my orders."  
  
{9} Then Joshua sent them off, and they went to the place of ambush and lay in wait between Bethel and Ai, to the west of 

Ai--but Joshua spent that night with the people. {10} Early the next morning Joshua mustered his men, and he and the 

leaders of Israel marched before them to Ai. {11} The entire force that was with him marched up and approached the city 

and arrived in front of it. They set up camp north of Ai, with the valley between them and the city. {12} Joshua had taken 

about five thousand men and set them in ambush between Bethel and Ai, to the west of the city. {13} They had the soldiers 

take up their positions--all those in the camp to the north of the city and the ambush to the west of it. That night Joshua 

went into the valley.  
  
On the face of it, this section seems to describe two ambush forces sent out on two different days (vv. 3–9 and 10–13; 

especially vv. 3, 12). However, this is not according to God’s instructions in v. 2, and it presents the particular difficulty 

of a first (improbably large) ambush force of 30,000 men (v. 3) being forced to spend two nights and a day in hiding near 

Ai without being detected by its inhabitants (vv. 3, 9, 13). Note also that the entire population of Ai, according to v. 25, is 

only 12,000. More probably, there was one ambush force. If so, the best way of understanding the section sees vv. 11–13 

as a parenthetical aside, recapitulating the events already described in vv. 3–9.  
  
Thus the sequence of events would be as follows. Joshua commissioned a group of perhaps 5000 men to lie in ambush 

west of Ai, as Yahweh had instructed (vv. 2–4, 12, 13). He sent them out (v. 9), along with another fighting force (“the 

people of war”) to be stationed north of the city (v. 11), and he himself spent the night with them (vv. 9, 13). He and the 

people went up to Ai the next morning (v. 10).[5] 
  
God is not only the God of new beginnings, but He’s also the God of infinite variety. God changes His leaders lest we 

start trusting flesh and blood instead of trusting the Lord, and He changes His methods lest we start depending on our 

personal experience instead of on His divine promises. 
  
The strategy God gave Joshua for taking Ai was almost opposite the strategy He used at Jericho. The Jericho operation 

involved a week of marches that were carried on openly in the daylight. The attack on Ai involved a covert night 

operation that prepared the way for the daylight assault. The whole army was united at Jericho, but Joshua divided the 

army for the attack on Ai. God performed a mighty miracle at Jericho when He caused the walls to fall down flat, but 

there was no such miracle at Ai. Joshua and his men simply obeyed God’s instructions by setting an ambush and luring 

the people of Ai out of their city, and the Lord gave them the victory. 
  
It’s important that we seek God’s will for each undertaking so that we don’t depend on past victories as we plan for the 

future. The World War II song “We did it before/And we can do it again!” doesn’t always apply to the work of the Lord. 

How easy is it for Christian ministries to dig their way into administrative ruts that eventually become graves, simply 

because the leadership fails to discern whether God wants to do something new for them. The American business leader 

Bruce Barton (1886-1967) said, “When you’re through changing, you’re through.” 
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 The strategy for Ai was based on Israel’s previous defeat; for God was organizing victory out of Joshua’s mistakes. The 

people of Ai were overconfident because they had defeated Israel at the first attack, and this overconfidence would be 

their undoing. “We did it before, and we can do it again!” 
  
At night Joshua and his army marched fifteen miles from Gilgal to Ai; and, using 30,000 soldiers, Joshua set up an 

ambush behind the city from the west (vv. 3-9). He put another 5,000 men between Ai and Bethel, which was about two 

miles away (v. 12). This detachment would make sure that the army from Bethel wouldn’t make a surprise attack from the 

northwest and open another “front.” The rocky terrain in the highlands around Ai made it easy for Joshua to conceal his 

soldiers, and the whole operation was done at night. 
  
The plan was simple but effective. Leading the rest of the Jewish army, Joshua would make a frontal attack on Ai from 

the north. His men would flee as they had done the first time and by fleeing draw the self-confident people of Ai away 

from the protection of their city. At Joshua’s signal the soldiers lying in ambush would enter the city and set it on fire. The 

people of Ai would be caught between two armies, and the third army would deal with any assistance that might come 

from Bethel. 
  
Being a good general, Joshua lodged with his army (v. 9). He certainly encouraged them to trust the Lord and believe His 

promise for victory. The Captain of the host of the Lord (5:14) would go before them because they obeyed His Word and 

trusted His promises. 
  
The work of the Lord requires strategy, and Christian leaders must seek the mind of the Lord in their planning. Like 

Joshua, we must get the facts and weigh them carefully as we seek the will of God. Too often, the work of the Lord only 

drifts along on the tide of time, without any rudder or compass to give direction; and the results are disappointing. Our 

English word strategy comes from two Greek words that together mean “to lead an army.” Leadership demands planning, 

and planning is an important part of strategy. 
  
Regarding the 30,000 Ryrie points out,  “A seemingly large number for an ambush. It has been suggested that “thousand” 

should read “chief.” If so, Joshua sent 30 chiefs on a commando-type ambush.[6] 
The second contingent was the main army which walked the 15 miles from Gilgal early the next morning and camped in 

plain view on the north side of Ai. Led by Joshua, this army was a diversionary force to decoy the defenders of Ai out of 

the city. 
  
The third contingent was another ambush numbering 5,000 men who were positioned between Bethel and Ai to cut off the 

possibility of reinforcements from Bethel to aid the men of Ai.[7] 
  

The Description of the Battle  (8:14-29) -- Ai emptied (Josh. 8:14-17). 
{14} When the king of Ai saw this, he and all the men of the city hurried out early in the morning to meet Israel in battle at 

a certain place overlooking the Arabah. But he did not know that an ambush had been set against him behind the city. 

{15} Joshua and all Israel let themselves be driven back before them, and they fled toward the desert. {16} All the men of 

Ai were called to pursue them, and they pursued Joshua and were lured away from the city. {17} Not a man remained in 

Ai or Bethel who did not go after Israel. They left the city open and went in pursuit of Israel. 
  
When morning dawned, the king of Ai saw the army of Israel positioned before the city, ready to attack. Confident of 

victory, he led his men out of the city and against the Jews. “They are the most in danger,” said Matthew Henry, “who are 

least aware of it.” Joshua and his men began to flee, and this gave the men of Ai even more assurance of victory. 
  
Bethel is an important city in the Bible. It has a fine pedigree that goes back to patriarchal times, when Abraham offered a 

sacrifice to God there (Gen. 13:3) and Jacob had a dream from God there (Gen. 28:10–22). Bethel was near Ai to the west 

(7:2), although its exact site is disputed. The inhabitants of Bethel came out of their city to help the men of Ai. Since the 

Israelite ambush was stationed between Bethel and Ai, they may have felt threatened by the Israelites. Or it may be that Ai 

was a small outpost for the larger city of Bethel (7:3) and an attack on Ai was understood to be an attack on Bethel. The 

text does not record Bethel’s defeat, although its king is listed among those conquered by Joshua (12:16). It may be that in 

the defeat of Ai, Bethel was also defeated and no further reference was needed.[8] 
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According to verse 17, the men of Bethel were also involved in the attack; but no details are given. Whether they were 

already in Ai or arrived on the scene just in time, we aren’t told; but their participation led to the defeat of their city 

(12:16) as well as Ai. 
  
It was careless of the people of Ai to leave their city undefended, but such are the follies of self-confidence. When a small 

army sees a large army flee without even fighting, it gives them a feeling of superiority that can lead to defeat. 
  
Ai captured (Josh. 8:18-20). 
{18} Then the LORD said to Joshua, "Hold out toward Ai the javelin that is in your hand, for into your hand I will deliver 

the city." So Joshua held out his javelin toward Ai. {19} As soon as he did this, the men in the ambush rose quickly from 

their position and rushed forward. They entered the city and captured it and quickly set it on fire. {20} The men of Ai 

looked back and saw the smoke of the city rising against the sky, but they had no chance to escape in any direction, for the 

Israelites who had been fleeing toward the desert had turned back against their pursuers.  
  
Conscious that the battle was the Lord’s (1 Sam. 17:47; 2 Chron. 20:15), Joshua waited for further instructions. God then 

told him to lift up his spear toward the city (Josh. 8:18). This was the signal for the other troops to enter the city and burn 

it, but the signal had to be given at just the right time. The men of Ai and Bethel were trapped, and it was a simple matter 

for the army of Israel to destroy them. Joshua held up his spear until the victory was won (v. 26), an action that reminds us 

of the battle Joshua fought against Amalek when Moses held up his hands to the Lord (Ex. 17:8-16). 
  
Among all the cities that the Israelites captured, only three are said to have been burned: Jericho (6:24), Ai (8:19), and 

Hazor (11:11). The people of Israel were to live in and enjoy the cities of the land. Most of Israel’s battles were in the 

field; they generally did not have to destroy the cities.[9] 
  
Ai’s army and people destroyed (Josh. 8:21-29). 
{21} For when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city and that smoke was going up from the city, 

they turned around and attacked the men of Ai. {22} The men of the ambush also came out of the city against them, so that 

they were caught in the middle, with Israelites on both sides. Israel cut them down, leaving them neither survivors nor 

fugitives. {23} But they took the king of Ai alive and brought him to Joshua. {24} When Israel had finished killing all the 

men of Ai in the fields and in the desert where they had chased them, and when every one of them had been put to the 

sword, all the Israelites returned to Ai and killed those who were in it. {25} Twelve thousand men and women fell that 

day--all the people of Ai. {26} For Joshua did not draw back the hand that held out his javelin until he had destroyed all 

who lived in Ai.  
  
{27} But Israel did carry off for themselves the livestock and plunder of this city, as the LORD had instructed Joshua. 

{28} So Joshua burned Ai and made it a permanent heap of ruins, a desolate place to this day. {29} He hung the king of 

Ai on a tree and left him there until evening. At sunset, Joshua ordered them to take his body from the tree and throw it 

down at the entrance of the city gate. And they raised a large pile of rocks over it, which remains to this day.  
  
Seeing the smoke of the city, Joshua’s men stopped fleeing, and they turned and attacked the army of Ai that was pursuing 

them. After the Jewish soldiers in Ai left the city, they joined in the battle. The enemy was then caught between two 

armies. “Israel cut them down, leaving them neither survivors nor fugitives” (v. 22, NIV). 
  
Once the army was annihilated, the rest of the population of the city was destroyed, just as at Jericho (vv. 24-25; 6:21, 24). 

Keep in mind that this was not the “slaughter of innocent people” but the judgment of God on an evil society that had long 

resisted His grace and truth. 
  
Joshua did not draw back his hand: This verse shows Joshua maintaining his arm outstretched, with his spear in hand, 

until the defeat of Ai was completed. The upraised spear was more than a signal to start the battle; it was also a symbol of 

God’s presence and help in the battle (v. 1).  
  
This episode closely parallels that in Ex. 17:8–16, where the Israelites battled the Amalekites, and Moses stretched out his 

hand with “the rod of God” in it (Ex. 17:9). In that account, Moses’ outstretched arm stood for God’s presence, because 

the battle went in Israel’s favor when Moses’ hands were up, and against Israel when he tired and dropped his hands.  
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 This episode in Joshua shows yet another way in which Joshua was the worthy successor to Moses (1:1, 5; 24:29). Note 

that Joshua was the military leader when Moses stretched out his hand, and now Joshua was in Moses’ position while 

others carried on the battle.[10] 
  
8:28 The word heap refers to a mound of ruins. Ancient cities were usually built on high points of land near water 

supplies, and when a city was destroyed a new city was built on the same site atop the packed and settled debris from the 

former city. Thus, over time, cities came to be on top of high mounds of compacted ruins. Ai was not rebuilt; therefore it 

remained a heap of ruins. The Hebrew word (tel) for heap is found in only a few places in the Bible (8:28; Deut. 13:16; 

11:13; Jer. 30:18; 49:2), and in such place names in the Bible as Tel Melah and Tel Harsha (Ezra 2:59) or Tel Abib (Ezek. 

3:15). The equivalent Arabic word tell is used today as part of the names of many sites in Israel. Ai’s very name means 

“The Ruin,” so the judgment implicit in its name is now made explicit in this wordplay. 
  
Ai’s king slain (Josh. 8:23, 29). 
{23} But they took the king of Ai alive and brought him to Joshua. {29} He hung the king of Ai on a tree and left him there 

until evening. At sunset, Joshua ordered them to take his body from the tree and throw it down at the entrance of the city 

gate. And they raised a large pile of rocks over it, which remains to this day.  
  
8:29 As God instructed (v. 27), Joshua executed the king of Ai and exposed his body on a tree (see the similar action in 

10:26). But he took down the body at sundown in accordance with the injunction in Deuteronomy that a body could not 

remain exposed overnight (Deut. 21:22, 23). In these texts, hanged means exposing the dead body on a sharpened stake as 

a mark of shame and horror, not hanging by the neck. a great heap of stones: A different Hebrew word for “heap” is used 

here from the one in v. 28, but the connection is clear. The king’s fate here is exactly the same as Achan’s fate in 7:26. 

God would not favor His own people when they blatantly disobeyed, any more than He would favor wicked Canaanites; 

for his sin Achan was expelled from Israel and treated like a Canaanite.[11] 
  
This was the final symbolic gesture of complete victory on the part of Israel. The king had no army, subjects, or city; for 

the Lord had destroyed them all. It was total victory on the part of Israel. Joshua killed the king with a sword and then 

ordered that the corpse be humiliated by hanging it on a tree until sundown (Deut. 21:22-23). The body was then buried 

under a heap of stones at the entrance of the gate of the ruin that had once been Ai. The previous heap of stones that Israel 

had raised was a memorial to Achan who had caused their defeat at Ai (Josh. 7:25-26). But this heap of stones at Ai was a 

memorial of Israel’s victory over the enemy. By obeying the Word of the Lord, they had organized victory out of 

mistakes. 
  
Out of their failure came not only a second chance but a great victory along with some much needed lessons. Though we 

should never seek to fail, failure can be the back door to success for God is willing to forgive and restore us if we will deal 

with our sin as prescribed in the Word. 
  
These pages of Old Testament history have a living application to the many efforts and few victories of the churches 

today. Spiritual victories of the church are still won by its holiness rather than by its culture and wealth. Our conquests 

today are the conquests of an indwelling God, and He cannot share His churches with idols. Perhaps it would be well for 

us to look for the Babylonish garments and the shekels hidden in our tents to discover why our Christian efforts seem so 

fruitless.  
  
Defeat in Christ’s work today is a result of our own spiritual deficiencies. Success depends on God’s presence, and God’s 

presence depends on our keeping His dwelling place holy. Christ cast out those who were using God’s house for 

something besides a place of worship and house of prayer. Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it.  
  
These are days when we need to be working as people bonded together in Christ, cultivating the sense of being members 

of one whole body, being sensitive to our individual responsibility for the moral and spiritual health of the church which 

extends to the city, nation and the world. 
  
Ai’s spoils claimed (Josh. 8:27). 
{27} But Israel did carry off for themselves the livestock and plunder of this city, as the LORD had instructed Joshua. 
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Since the firstfruits of the spoils of war in Canaan had already been given to God at Jericho, He permitted the army to 

claim the spoils at Ai. Furthermore, at Jericho, the victory was theirs because of a miracle of God; while at Ai, because the 

men actually had to fight, they earned their reward. (For the laws governing the distribution of spoils, see Num. 31:19-54.) 

We aren’t sure that these rules were strictly followed in every situation, but they give you an indication of how Israel 

handled the spoils of war. 
  

When at the close of the day the men buried the king of Ai under a heap of stones, there must have been a new sense of 

faith and courage in Israel; for they had won another victory. The people saw that not one word of God’s promise had 

failed. The disgrace and defeat caused by Achan had now been erased, and Israel was well on her way to conquering the 

Promised Land. 
  

The Pilgrimage After the Battle  (8:30-35) 
{30} Then Joshua built on Mount Ebal an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel, {31} as Moses the servant of the LORD 

had commanded the Israelites. He built it according to what is written in the Book of the Law of Moses--an altar of uncut 

stones, on which no iron tool had been used. On it they offered to the LORD burnt offerings and sacrificed fellowship 

offerings. {32} There, in the presence of the Israelites, Joshua copied on stones the law of Moses, which he had written.  
  
{33} All Israel, aliens and citizens alike, with their elders, officials and judges, were standing on both sides of the ark of 

the covenant of the LORD, facing those who carried it--the priests, who were Levites. Half of the people stood in front of 

Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount Ebal, as Moses the servant of the LORD had formerly commanded 

when he gave instructions to bless the people of Israel. {34} Afterward, Joshua read all the words of the law--the 

blessings and the curses--just as it is written in the Book of the Law. {35} There was not a word of all that Moses had 

commanded that Joshua did not read to the whole assembly of Israel, including the women and children, and the aliens 

who lived among them. 
  
After the victory at Ai Joshua did what seemed to be foolish humanly and militarily-speaking (30-31). To us it would 

seem best to immediately pursue the military campaign and move quickly ahead to capture and take control of the central 

sector of the land. But no, Joshua led the Israelites on a spiritual pilgrimage for a special time of worship. Why? Moses 

had commanded it (Deut. 27:1-8) because of what this event would stand for in the lives of the Israelites. 
  
Deuteronomy 27: 1-8: “Moses and the elders of Israel commanded the people: “Keep all these commands that I give you 

today. 2When you have crossed the Jordan into the land the LORD your God is giving you, set up some large stones and 

coat them with plaster. 3Write on them all the words of this law when you have crossed over to enter the land the LORD 

your God is giving you, a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your fathers, promised you. 
4And when you have crossed the Jordan, set up these stones on Mount Ebal, as I command you today, and coat them with 

plaster. 5Build there an altar to the LORD your God, an altar of stones. Do not use any iron tool upon them. 6Build the 

altar of the LORD your God with fieldstones and offer burnt offerings on it to the LORD your God. 7Sacrifice fellowship 

offerings  there, eating them and rejoicing in the presence of the LORD your God. 8And you shall write very clearly all 

the words of this law on these stones you have set up.” 
  
At some time following the victory at Ai, Joshua led the people thirty miles north to Shechem, which lies in the valley 

between Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim. Joshua interrupted the military activities to give Israel the opportunity to make a new 

commitment to the authority of Jehovah as expressed in His law. 
  
Again this illustrates the principle of first priorities: our capacity in life is always dependent on our spiritual capacity and 

orientation to the plan of God. Many Christians continually face defeat in their walk because they fail to take time to get 

alone with the Lord and reflect on Him and to put on their spiritual armor. 
  
Therefore, without delay Joshua led the entire nation—men, women, children, and cattle—from their camp at Gilgal 

northward up the Jordan Valley to the place specified by Moses, the mountains of Ebal (Josh. 8:30) and Gerizim (v. 33) 

which are at Shechem. This was a march of about 30 miles and evidently was not difficult or dangerous because they 

passed through an area that was sparsely populated.  
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The Israelites did face a possible confrontation with the men of the city of Shechem, a fortress guarding the entrance to 

the valley between these mountains. Perhaps the Shechemites remained shut up in their city, fearful because of what they 

had heard about the victories of Israel, or perhaps Israel conquered this city on the way.  
  
Campbell points out: “Of course the Bible does not record every battle of the Conquest and the record of the capture of 

Shechem may have been omitted. On the other hand, the city at this time may have been in friendly hands or it may 

simply have surrendered without resistance.”[12]  
  
But we might ask, why was this location chosen? These mountains are located in the geographic center of the land and 

from either peak much of the Promised Land can be seen. Here then, is a place that represented all the land, both at the 

time of entrance into Canaan and also when Joshua’s leadership was coming to a close (cf. 24:1). With his leadership 

drawing to a close, Joshua again gathered all the tribes to Shechem and challenged the people to renew their covenant 

vows to the Lord. 
  
James Boice writes: “The Mountains, which are about three thousand feet above sea level or one thousand feet above the 

valley between them, are quite barren. The valley is often green, and at one place where the mountains come close 

together there is a natural amphitheater.  
  
F. B. Meyer describes it as a place where the mountains are hollowed out “and the limestone stratum is broken into a 

succession of ledges ‘so as to present the appearance of a series of regular benches.’” It is “a natural amphitheatre … 

capable of containing a vast audience of people.” This amphitheater was the people’s destination, and it was here that they 

camped out for the ceremony.[13]  
  
This place has outstanding acoustical properties and one person standing on one mountain can be easily heard by someone 

standing on the other mountain. 
  
The ceremonies here involved three things. Campbell comments on these: “First, an altar of uncut stones was erected on 

Mount Ebal and sacrifices (consisting of burnt offerings and fellowship offerings; cf. Lev. 1; 3) were offered to the Lord. 

Jericho and Ai, in which false gods of the Canaanites were worshiped, had fallen. Israel now publicly worshiped and 

proclaimed her faith in the one true God. 
  
Second, at this same place, on Ebal but perhaps referring to different stones, Joshua also set up some large stones. On their 

surfaces he wrote a copy of the Law of Moses. How much of the Law was inscribed is not stated. Some suggest only the 

Ten Commandments were written, while others think the stone inscription included the contents of at least Deuteronomy 

5-26. Archaeologists have discovered similar inscribed pillars or stelae six to eight feet long in the Middle East. And the 

Behistun Inscription in Iran is three times the length of Deuteronomy. 
  
Third, Joshua read … the Law to the people. The tribes were assigned their places in front of the two mounts, according to 

Moses’ instructions in Deuteronomy 27:11-13. Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali were at Mt. Ebal, the 

mount of cursing; and Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh), and Benjamin were at Mt. 

Gerizim, the mount of blessing.  
  
The tribes at Mt. Gerizim were founded by men who had either Leah or Rachel for their mother, while the tribes at Mt. 

Ebal were descended from either Zilpah or Bilhah, handmaids of Leah and Rachel. The only exceptions were Reuben and 

Zebulun, who belonged to Leah. Reuben had forfeited his status as the firstborn because he had sinned against his father 

(Gen. 35:22; 49:3-4). 
  
In the valley between the two mountains stood the priests and Levites with the ark, surrounded by the elders, officers, and 

judges of the nation. The people were all facing the ark, which represented the presence of the Lord among His people. 

When Joshua and the Levites read the blessings of the Lord one by one (see Deut. 28:1-14), the tribes at Mt. Gerizim 

responded with a loud united “Amen!” which in the Hebrew means “So be it!” When they read the curses (see Deut. 

27:14-26), the tribes at Mt. Ebal would respond with their “Amen” after each curse was read. 
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God had given the Law through Moses at Mt. Sinai (Ex. 19-20), and the people had accepted it and promised to obey. 

Moses then repeated and explained the Law on the Plains of Moab at the border of Canaan. He applied that Law to their 

lives in the Promised Land and admonished them to obey it. “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse—

the blessing if you obey the commands of the Lord your God that I am giving you today; the curse if you disobey the 

commands of the Lord your God” (Deut. 11:26-28, NIV; note vv. 29-32). 
  
Joshua now reaffirmed the Law in the land of promise. Since the area between Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim was a natural 

amphitheater, everybody could hear the words of the Law clearly and respond with intelligence. By shouting “Amen” to 

the statements that were read, the people admitted that they understood the Law with its blessings and curses, and that 

they accepted the responsibility of obeying it. This included the women, children, and the “mixed multitude” (sojourners) 

who had joined Israel (Ex. 12:38; 22:21; 23:9; Deut. 24:17-22; 31:12). If they wanted to share in Israel’s conquest, they 

had to submit to the Law of Israel’s God. 
  
What a scene these last verses in Joshua 8 give to us: this multitude of people divided into two groups on Mount Ebal and 

Mount Gerizim, the ark surrounded by the priests and Levites in the valley. Joshua read the law in a loud and clear voice 

before the people. What could have been more impressive! The erection of the altar, the offering of the burnt offering and 

peace offering, as well as the giving of the law, form a renewal of the covenant in the land of their inheritance. 
  
8:33 This Hebrew word for stranger could more precisely be translated “resident alien.” It refers to those foreigners who 

lived as permanent residents within Israel. These were different from foreigners or outsiders who had incidental contact 

with Israel, such as travelers or traders, who had few rights within Israel (Ex. 12:43; Lev. 22:10, 25). Resident aliens 

enjoyed certain rights even though they were not Israelites by birth. They were allowed to take gleanings from the fields 

(Lev. 19:10; 23:22), and the Israelites were repeatedly instructed to give special care to them, along with the poor, the 

widow, and the orphan (Ex. 22:21; 23:9; Deut. 10:17–22).  
  
This special concern for aliens within Israel’s borders was rooted in Israel’s own alien status in Egypt, which God wanted 

them to remember (Ex. 22:21; 23:9; Deut. 10:17–22; 23:7). This is part of the missionary message of the OT: Israel was to 

treat aliens within its own borders in such a way that they would want a relationship with Israel’s God.  
  
This is certainly a worthy model for Christians today, as well, in their contacts with friends, neighbors, and business 

associates; they are to conduct themselves in a manner that points people to their Lord (Matt. 5:16). In this passage we see 

aliens participating right along with the rest of the Israelites in the covenant affirmation ceremony.[14] 
  
God’s people today stand in a valley between two mounts—Mt. Calvary, where Jesus died for our sins, and Mt. Olivet, 

where He will return in power and great glory (Zech. 14:4). The Old Testament prophets saw the Messiah’s suffering and 

glory, but they did not see the “valley” between this present age of the church (1 Peter 1:10-12).  
  
Believers today aren’t living under the curse of the Law, because Jesus bore that curse “on a tree” (Gal. 3:10-14). In 

Christ believers are blessed with “every spiritual blessing” (Eph. 1:3, NKJV) because of the grace of God. For them life 

means the blessings of Gerizim and not the curses of Ebal. 
  
However, because Christians “are not under the Law, but under grace” (Rom. 6:14; 7:1-6), it doesn’t mean that we can 

live any way we please and ignore the Law of God or defy it. We aren’t saved by keeping the Law, nor are we sanctified 

by trying to meet the demands of the Law; but “the righteousness of the Law” is “fulfilled in us” as we walk in the power 

of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:4). If we put ourselves under Law, we forfeit the enjoyment of the blessings of grace (Gal. 5). 

If we walk in the Spirit, we experience His life-changing power and live so as to please God. 
  
Let’s give thanks that Jesus bore the curse of the Law for us on the cross and that He bestows all the blessings of the 

heavenlies on us through the Spirit. By faith we can claim our inheritance in Christ and march forth in victory! 
  
So, Mount Ebal stood for cursing and Gerizim stood for blessing. This event between the two mountains formed a huge 

object lesson. What happened to the Israelites in the land, the history of Israel, was going to depend on where they lived, 

as it were—on Mount Ebal, in disobedience and under the curses, or on Mount Gerizim, in obedience and under God’s 

blessing.  
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 Campbell writes: “From this point on the history of the Jews depended on their attitude toward the Law which had been 

read in their hearing that day. When they were obedient there was blessing; when they were disobedient there was 

judgment (cf. Deut. 28). It is tragic that the affirmations of this momentous hour faded so quickly.”[15]  
  
The truth of this object lesson had already been demonstrated in the victory of Jericho and the defeat and victory at Ai. 

When there was obedience to the Law of God, there was victory, but when there was disobedience, it resulted in defeat. 

But there is more here that we should think about for no one can fulfill the law. We are also reminded in this object lesson 

of God’s grace and provision. The ceremony that was enacted teaches us more than the principle that obedience brings 

blessing and disobedience brings cursing. 
  
Note three important principles: 
(1) The first thing God did was to point to grace and His solution for sin by faith. On this occasion both the 

importance of the Law and the future of Israel, based on their response to the Law, was held before them. It was at this 

time that the solution to the problem of sin and failure was the first thing set before them. Why? Because all fall short of 

perfect obedience to the Law. 
  
The same was true at Sinai: at the same time God gave the Ten Commandments and the judgments, He also gave the 

ordinances, the sacrifices. At the same time He gave them Moses, He gave them Aaron the high priest. It was as if God 

were saying, “thou shalt not, but I know you will and here is your way to escape condemnation.” 
  
(2) Moses gave the command to build the altar on Mount Ebal, the place where the curses for disobedience were to 

be read. But why this place instead of the place that represented blessing for obedience? Because the altar was for 

sinners. It was for those who acknowledge their sin and who would come not as righteous, but as sinners to the place of 

sacrifice. 
  
Remember the words of the Samaritan woman of John 4? The Samaritans built an altar on Gerizim, not Ebal. The choice 

of Gerizim for the altar suggests they came to God not as sinners but rather in their self-righteousness (cf. John 4:20). But 

the Lord’s words to the Samaritan woman exposed her spiritual ignorance, “You Samaritans worship what you do not 

know …” (vs. 22), and then uncovered her sin, “… You have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your 

husband …” (vs. 18). 
  
(3) The altar was constructed of uncut stones without any human workmanship. This was a complete negation of 

humanism and salvation (or spirituality) by works. It shows that human beings can add nothing to the work of God for 

salvation or for spirituality. It is all by grace through the work of God in Christ. This becomes a strong reminder that:  

 We must recognize our sinfulness and come to God as sinners (Rom. 3:23). 

 We must come to the place of sacrifice, the cross, acknowledging our need of another to die in our place. 

 We must repudiate our human works for salvation: recognize there is nothing we can do or add to the work of God’s 

substitute for our sin, the person and work of Christ. 
  
In building the altar, Joshua was careful to obey Exodus 20:25 and not apply any tool to the stones picked up in the field. 

No human work was to be associated with the sacrifice lest sinners think their own works can save them (Eph. 2:8-9). God 

asked for a simple stone altar, not one that was designed and decorated by human hands, “that no flesh should glory in His 

presence” (1 Cor. 1:29). It’s not the beauty of man-made religion that gives the sinner forgiveness, but the blood on the 

altar (Lev. 17:11). King Ahab replaced God’s altar with a pagan altar, but it didn’t give him acceptance with God or make 

him a better man (2 Kings 16:9-16). 
  
The priests offered burnt offerings to the Lord as a token of the nation’s total commitment to Him (Lev. 1). The peace 

offerings, or “fellowship offerings,” were an expression of gratitude to God for His goodness (3; 7:11-34). A portion of 

the meat was given to the priests and another portion to the offerer so that he could eat it joyfully with his family in the 

presence of the Lord (7:15-16, 30-34; Deut. 12:17-18). By these sacrifices, the nation of Israel was assuring God of their 

commitment to Him and their fellowship with Him. 
  
The worship at Mount Ebal focused the people on the Law of God as that special revelation of God that was so crucial to 

their future well being as the people of God.  
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The Law pointed the nation to those righteous statutes that would enable Israel to be a holy nation, a special redeemed 

people, a people of God’s own possession and a light to the nations (see Ex. 19:4-6; Deut. 4:1-8).  
  
The Law pointed Israel and all men to those moral statutes that are so vital to justice and law and order within nations. But 

it did more. It demonstrated the holiness of God and by virtue of man’s inability to keep the Law, it showed man his sin 

which separates him from God.  
  
Through the tabernacle, the sacrifices, and the priesthood, it pointed forward to a suffering Savior, the Lamb of God, who 

must die for man’s sin that they might have a relationship with God and be the people of God in a fallen world.   
  
This act was in obedience to the command of Moses (Deut. 27:1-8). In the Near East of that day it was 

customary for kings to celebrate their greatness by writing records of their military exploits on huge stones 

covered with plaster. But the secret of Israel’s victory was not their leader or their army; it was their obedience 

to God’s Law (Josh. 1:7-8). In later years, whenever Israel turned away from God’s Law, they got into trouble 

and had to be disciplined. “And what great nation is there that has such statutes and righteous judgments as are 

in all this Law which I set before you this day?” asked Moses (Deut. 4:8, NKJV). 
  
Believers today have the Word of God written on their hearts by the Holy Spirit of God (Rom. 8:1-4; 2 Cor. 3). The Law 

written on stones was external, not internal, and could instruct the people but could never change them. Paul makes it 

clear in the Epistle to the Galatians that while the Law can convict sinners and bring them to Christ (Gal. 3:19-25), it can 

never convert sinners and make them like Christ. Only the Spirit of God can do that. 
  
This is now the fourth public monument of stones that has been erected: 

1.      The first was at Gilgal (Josh. 4:20), commemorating Israel’s passage across the Jordan.  
2.      The second was in the Valley of Achor, a monument to Achan’s sin and God’s judgment (7:26). 
3.      The third was at the entrance to Ai, a reminder of God’s faithfulness to help His people (8:29). 
4.      These stones on Mt. Ebal reminded Israel that their success lie only in their obedience to God’s Law (1:7-8). 

  
But how quickly their commitment to this special revelation of God faded from their minds, for in the very next book of 

the Bible, Judges, we read about that which characterized the nation during the time of the judges, “In those days there 

was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25). 
  
We are no different today in our country. Though our nation was founded on the precepts of Scripture as the moral Law of 

God, we have basically turned away from the Bible to do that which is right in our own eyes. Because we have rejected 

God’s Word and deny its relevance, we have turned to our futile imaginations (Eph. 4:17f).  
  
As a result, we have become like those Isaiah cried out against who are not only experiencing the perversions of our own 

depraved thinking, but also the judgment of God on our society: 
(Isaiah 5:20-24 NIV)  Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, 

who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. {21} Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own 

sight. {22} Woe to those who are heroes at drinking wine and champions at mixing drinks, {23} who acquit the guilty for 

a bribe, but deny justice to the innocent. {24} Therefore, as tongues of fire lick up straw and as dry grass sinks down in 

the flames, so their roots will decay and their flowers blow away like dust; for they have rejected the law of the LORD 

Almighty and spurned the word of the Holy One of Israel. 
  
Just a casual glance at our society today provides clear evidence that we are in desperate need of spiritual and moral 

revival and a return to our godly roots as given to us by our forefathers. The moral breakdown in society and in our 

leadership, especially for a nation with our beginnings, is beyond imagination. We are so much like Israel in this regard.  
  
I agree with Campbell who says: “The survival of our society may well depend on the willingness of all the people, the 

leaders in Washington and the citizens across the land, to allow the absolutes of God’s Word to become the law of the 

land. And Christians must lead the way. You and I must commit ourselves daily to the task of cleansing and purging the 

“Achan” from ourselves. We must commit ourselves to becoming people of purity, faith, and integrity, inside and out, 
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publicly and privately. Then—and only then—will we be ready to march against the enemy fortresses that stand in our 

path—and win the victory.[16] 
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Studies in the Life of Joshua 

#10 The Peril of Walking by Sight -- Joshua 9:1-27 

Satan is a liar and the father of lies (John 8:44), and human nature is such that many people  
find it easier to tell lies than the truth. With tongue in cheek, the American political leader  

Adlai Stevenson said, “A lie is an abomination unto the Lord—and a very present help in trouble.”  

  
An anonymous wit reminds us that a dentist’s mistake is pulled out, a lawyer’s mistake is imprisoned, a teacher’s mistake 

is failed, a printer’s mistake is corrected, a pharmacist’s mistake is buried, a postman’s mistake is forwarded, and an 

electrician’s mistake could be shocking. The novelist Joseph Conrad wrote, “It’s only those who do nothing that make no 

mistakes.” 

  

In Joshua’s case, however, doing nothing was his mistake; and this chapter explains what happened. It records the three 

stages in his second failure (after Ai) in the conquest of the Promised Land. It also tells us how Joshua turned his mistake 

into a victory. 

  

There is nothing like being deceived in the things that matter the most to us. I have been caught not looking a few times, 

or not asking enough of the right questions. Or much to my horror I have made poor decisions because individuals whom 

I trusted deceived me. You have been there, too. 

  

The older I get the more I want honest, open, genuine transparency in my life and with those with whom I deal. I want 

transparency with God and honesty with others.  

  

The book of Joshua is a vivid reminder in pictorial terms of our spiritual warfare. It shows us how deceit destroys our 

spiritual vitality and fellowship with God and one another.  

  

Our story in Joshua 9 explores these everyday spiritual issues that all of us live with-truth and lies, gullibility and wisdom, 

deception and integrity, naiveté and discernment, and ultimately what it means to trust God through all of it. The big 

question that is going to come out of this passage is, can God turn even the failures of deceit and gullibility into something 

good and productive? Can God take moral and spiritual failures and use them for his honor and glory?  

  

In chapter 8 Israel celebrated a great victory at Ai. Then they had a wonderful time of worship and rest in the valley 

between Mount Ebal and Mount Ger'izim. Chapter 8 surveyed a rich time of spiritual blessing, refreshment, renewal, and 

spiritual life for Joshua and the nation of Israel. Look at the summary in 8:33: "And all Israel, sojourner as well as home 

born, with their elders and officers and their judges, stood on opposite sides of the ark before the Levitical priests who 

carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD, half of them in front of Mount Ger'izim and half of them in front of Mount 

Ebal, as Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded at the first, that they should bless the people of Israel." 

  

In a context where the apostle Paul has been discussing his ministry as an ambassador of Christ (see 2 Cor. 4:1-5:20), he 

declares “for we walk by faith, not by sight.” To walk by faith is to walk in a spirit of prayerful dependence on the Lord 

and His guidance.  

  

So James encourages us, “If anyone of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God” (Jam. 1:5). We are always to seek God’s 

wisdom because we need His omniscient and sovereign guidance no matter what the issue is that faces us. Later, in his 

epistle, James will warn against the sin of presuming on the Lord or against pursuing our own dreams and objectives apart 

from seeking God’s leading and will (4:13-17). 

  

Jeremiah declared, “I know, O Lord, that a man’s way is not in himself, Nor is it in man who walks to direct his steps” 

(Jer. 10:23).  

  

Man does not have the wisdom or ability, nor often the will to direct his way for “There is a way which seems right to a 

man, But its end is the way of death” (Prov. 14:12).  
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Our need is to always commit our way, our objectives, our pursuits, and our responsibilities to the Lord for not only His 

will and wisdom, but for His enablement (see Prov. 16:1-4, 9). The danger is that we will presume on God’s grace and 

strike out in our own wisdom without really seeking and searching His heart and blessing while ever realizing our total 

inadequacy and need of His grace. 

  

The danger of presumption and walking by sight is amplified a hundred fold when we consider the fact we are in an age 

old conflict with supernatural forces that are extremely cunning and many times more powerful than are we. We see the 

material world, we see flesh and blood, and we can see the physical evidence and think, “I can handle it … it’s not that 

difficult.”  

  

We must be ever wary because often we are not just dealing with just flesh and blood. Rather, we are dealing with an 

insidious enemy who uses people to promote his schemes. When we consider our weakness and Satan’s power, cunning, 

deception, and methods of operations, we must certainly listen to Paul’s admonition in Ephesians 6:10-18: 

(Ephesians 6:10-18 NIV)  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. {11} Put on the full armor of God so 

that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. {12} For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 

the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly realms. {13} Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to 

stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. {14} Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled 

around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, {15} and with your feet fitted with the readiness that 

comes from the gospel of peace. {16} In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all 

the flaming arrows of the evil one. {17} Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

{18} And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always 

keep on praying for all the saints. 

  

In chapter nine, though somewhat cautious, Joshua nevertheless failed to inquire of the Lord through prayer. Looking at 

the evidence, he supposed he could wisely discern what they were facing. He was wrong and ultimately, he was guilty of 

presuming on the Lord. 

  

In the depths of winter at Valley Forge, George Washington went to his knees in prayer, certain that unless God aided his 

bedraggled and discouraged army, all hope for the fledgling United States was lost. 

During the Civil War, when the fate of the nation again hung in the balance, Abraham Lincoln confessed to a friend that 

he was often driven to his knees to pray because he had nowhere else to go.[1] 

  

In the passage before us (verses 9-10), we see the danger of failing to commit their way to the Lord (Prov. 3:5-7; Ps. 37:4-

6), the peril of prayerlessness and the peril of walking by sight—making decision on the basis of how things appear. 

  

As we have seen, Israel’s failure at Ai was to a large degree the result of failing to consult the Lord. Now again the failure 

of the leaders to commit their way to the Lord was about to produce another crisis. It reminds us again how susceptible we 

are to acting before praying.  

  

While Israel was at Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim, reaffirming their commitment to the Lord, the kings in Canaan were 

getting ready to attack. They had heard about the defeat of Jericho and Ai and were not about to give up without a fight. It 

was time for them to go on the offensive and attack these Jewish invaders. The city-states in Canaan were not always 

friendly with one another, but local rivals can often come together when they have a common enemy (Ps. 2:1-2; Luke 

23:12). 

  

After an experience of great blessing, God’s people must be especially prepared to confront the enemy; for like Canaan, 

the Christian life is “a land of hills and valleys” (Deut. 11:11). But Israel’s greatest danger wasn’t the confederation of the 

armies of Canaan. It was a group of men from Gibeon who were about to enter the camp and deceive Joshua and the 

princes of Israel. Satan sometimes comes as a devouring lion (1 Peter 5:8) and sometimes as a deceiving serpent (2 Cor. 

11:3), and we must be alert and protected by the spiritual armor God has provided for us (Eph. 6:10-18). 

  

There is another related problem here. The problem of trusting in our victories and our religious experiences. The context 

here is most significant. The people had just returned from a mountain-top kind of spiritual experience after hearing the 
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Word of God read to them from Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim. They had heard God’s promises of blessings and had affirmed 

their commitment to follow the Lord (see Deut. 27:11-28:14).  

  

It had been a time of spiritual victory, a spiritual high, but this is an important time for walking circumspectly knowing 

that such is also a time when often Satan attacks because he knows we are apt to trust in our experiences rather than in the 

Lord (see 1 Cor. 10:12). The moment we let down our guard and think we have it made because of our spiritual 

experiences, we are most vulnerable to the devil’s attacks. The judgment of God’s word here is that they “… did not ask 

for counsel of the Lord” (9:14).  

  

As we study this passage we should be reminded of three passages of Scriptures: 

(1 Samuel 12:23 NIV)  As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by failing to pray for you. And I 

will teach you the way that is good and right. 

  

(Proverbs 3:5-6 NIV)  Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; {6} in all your 

ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 

  

(1 Corinthians 10:12 NIV)  So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall! 

  

(1) As Christians, we are involved in deadly spiritual warfare with a power far superior to our own strength. 

  

(2) To be delivered from our opponent and his nefarious schemes, we must cloth ourselves with our spiritual armor as given 

us in Christ.  

  

(3) The offensive weapons given to us by the Lord are the Word of God and prayer. Without the Word and prayer, we are 

sitting ducks.  

  

(4) When God’s people are victorious or are prospered, it seems Satan doubles his efforts in attacks against them. 

  

The Alliances Against Joshua and Israel  (9:1-2) 

“Now when all the kings west of the Jordan heard about these things--those in the hill country, in the western foothills, 

and along the entire coast of the Great Sea as far as Lebanon (the kings of the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, 

Hivites and Jebusites)-- {2} they came together to make war against Joshua and Israel.  

  

These city-states were preparing to attack Israel even while the nation was gathered in worship before the Lord, 

reaffirming its commitment to the law. This Canaanite opposition had heard about the defeats of Jericho and Ai, and they 

weren't going to give up their land without a fight. They decided that it was time to go on the offensive and try to drive 

these Jewish invaders out of the land.  

  

Usually these Canaanite tribes fought each other, but when God's people arrived, these petty kings and their little nations 

united to oppose Israel. It's a common occurrence throughout political history for local rivalries to be set aside when there 

is a common enemy. It's also consistent throughout history that enemies unite with one another against God, against his 

people, and against his work in the world. 

  

The record given here is typical of Satan’s strategies. Powerful alliances began immediately to form in both the north and 

the south of Canaan. Where tribal warfare had gone on for years, suddenly deadly enemies were brought together in 

alliances as they united against the invasion of God’s people into the land. 

  

When righteousness becomes aggressive and bent on an objective, it has a way of uniting the forces of righteousness and 

the enemies of righteousness. It happened this way when Jesus Christ launched his earthly ministry. His aggressive 

ministry of healing, preaching, and the confrontation of sin galvanized his own followers—but it also welded together 

three groups which had formerly been enemies, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the Herodians. Scripture predicts that 

His future return will have a similar effect (See Ps. 2:2; Rev. 19:19.) 

  

The more boldly the Christian faith advances, the more vocal and violent the opposition will become.[2] 
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It appears that all the city-states in mountainous regions joined forces against Israel as a means of keeping Joshua and his 

army from attacking one city at a time as had been done with Jericho and Ai.  

  

Perhaps these kings were encouraged by the initial defeat of Israel at Ai. No longer would the reports of earlier victories 

lead them to suppose that Israel was invincible. In resisting Israel, however, they were resisting God. Their stubborn 

rebellion against God was eloquent testimony that the sin of the Amorites had reached its full measure (cf. Gen 15:16).[3] 

  

Though a coalition of Canaanite kings banded together to oppose Israel, the text does not say whether this coalition ever 

actually fought Israel. It disappears from the scene after v. 2. Six ethnic groups in Canaan, who often are mentioned 

together (3:10), are listed here. God told Israel to destroy these nations, and He did not want Israel to become allies with 

them under any circumstances (Ex. 23:28–33; Deut. 7:1–5; 20:16–18).[4] 

  

The Deception of the Gibeonites  (9:3-15) 

{3} However, when the people of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai, {4} they resorted to a ruse: They 

went as a delegation whose donkeys were loaded with worn-out sacks and old wineskins, cracked and mended. {5} The 

men put worn and patched sandals on their feet and wore old clothes. All the bread of their food supply was dry and 

moldy. {6} Then they went to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal and said to him and the men of Israel, "We have come from a 

distant country; make a treaty with us." {7} The men of Israel said to the Hivites, "But perhaps you live near us. How then 

can we make a treaty with you?" {8} "We are your servants," they said to Joshua. But Joshua asked, "Who are you and 

where do you come from?" {9} They answered: "Your servants have come from a very distant country because of the fame 

of the LORD your God. For we have heard reports of him: all that he did in Egypt, {10} and all that he did to the two 

kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan--Sihon king of Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan, who reigned in Ashtaroth. {11} 

And our elders and all those living in our country said to us, 'Take provisions for your journey; go and meet them and say 

to them, "We are your servants; make a treaty with us."' {12} This bread of ours was warm when we packed it at home on 

the day we left to come to you. But now see how dry and moldy it is. {13} And these wineskins that we filled were new, but 

see how cracked they are. And our clothes and sandals are worn out by the very long journey." {14} The men of Israel 

sampled their provisions but did not inquire of the LORD. {15} Then Joshua made a treaty of peace with them to let them 

live, and the leaders of the assembly ratified it by oath.  

  

Not all were willing to openly go against Israel in view of Israel’s victories. Gibeon was located only twenty-five miles 

from the camp of Israel at Gilgal and was on Joshua’s list to be destroyed. In Deuteronomy 20:10-20, God’s law stated 

that Israel must destroy all the cities in Canaan. If after the Conquest Israel was involved in other wars, they could offer 

peace to cities that were outside the land. (See also 7:1-11.)  

 

The Gibeonites, which included a league of cities (see vs. 17), concocted a clever ruse designed to deceive the Israelites 

and hide their true identity—a typical strategy of Satan, the deceiver. Their goal, which was successful, was to convince 

the Israelites they were from a country outside the land (vs. 6). They evidently somehow knew that God had commanded 

the Israelites to totally destroy all the inhabitants of the land. Their claim was that they were impressed with the great 

things Joshua had done and so they wanted a treaty allowing them to live because they were not of the land of Canaan.  

  

The Gibeonites assembled a group of men and equipped them to look like an official delegation from a foreign city. Their 

clothing, food, and equipment were all designed to give the impression that they had been on a long and difficult journey 

from a distant city.  

  

The Gibeonites went to great lengths to make it look as though they had come from a far country. Israel was allowed to 

make treaties with cities that were far from them (Ex. 34:11, 12; Deut. 20:10–18): 

(Exodus 34:11-12 NIV)  Obey what I command you today. I will drive out before you the Amorites, Canaanites, Hittites, 

Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. {12} Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the land where you are going, 

or they will be a snare among you. 

  

(Deuteronomy 20:10-18 NIV)  When you march up to attack a city, make its people an offer of peace. {11} If they accept 

and open their gates, all the people in it shall be subject to forced labor and shall work for you. {12} If they refuse to 

make peace and they engage you in battle, lay siege to that city. {13} When the LORD your God delivers it into your 

hand, put to the sword all the men in it. {14} As for the women, the children, the livestock and everything else in the city, 
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you may take these as plunder for yourselves. And you may use the plunder the LORD your God gives you from your 

enemies. {15} This is how you are to treat all the cities that are at a distance from you and do not belong to the nations 

nearby. {16} However, in the cities of the nations the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, do not leave alive 

anything that breathes. {17} Completely destroy them--the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and 

Jebusites--as the LORD your God has commanded you. {18} Otherwise, they will teach you to follow all the detestable 

things they do in worshiping their gods, and you will sin against the LORD your God. 

  

Thus, if the Gibeonites’ claim of v. 6 had been truthful, the treaty that the Israelites made with them would have been 

permissible.  

  
A covenant was a legal treaty. The literal wording in Hebrew is “cut a covenant,” which may have referred to the ancient 

custom of sacrificing an animal to ratify it (Gen. 15:10).[5] 

  

It is hard not to admire the Gibeonites for their scheme. In view of verse 9, it appears they really did believe in the power 

of the God of Israel much like Rahab. The Gibeonites were not cowards (cf. 10:2). They knew they could not withstand 

the power of God and did the next best thing in their thinking; they turned to deception through disguise.  

  

This resulted in two major approaches: 

(1) They played on their sympathies by appearing as weary travelers who had been on a long journey. Their 

garments were dirty and worn, their food was dry and moldy (or hard, crumbly), their wineskins old and patched, and 

their sandals worn and thin. 

  
(2) They played on their egos and their sense of pride. They insisted they came from a great distance to show their 

respect for the power of the God of the Israelites and wanted to be allowed to live as the servants of Israel.   

  

The explanation they gave in 9:9-10 is something of a confession of faith, or at least a confession of an understanding of 

who God is. It's very similar to the confession that Rahab the harlot made to the spies in chapter 2, when she told them 

about the rumors of the God of Israel. Both Rahab and the Gibeonites used the Israelite covenant name for God, Yahweh.  

  

Both knew the history of Israel's deliverance through the exodus forty years earlier. Travelers along the caravan route had 

brought stories about these people living in the Sinai Peninsula all those years. And military intelligence, which was quite 

good in the ancient Near East, told them about the Israelites' movement along the east side of the Jordan River and the 

victories over the kings there. Then the Gibeonites heard the horror stories, to them, of how these people had wiped out 

Jericho and Ai. There was a growing fear that they were next. It was only twenty-five miles from Gilgal up into the hills 

to Gibeon. They were just waiting for the Israelites to move. 

  

They would have known about God's law in Deuteronomy 20:16-18 that required Israel to destroy every city and every 

inhabitant of Canaan. In verse 24 the Gibeonites say they understood that: "Because it was told to your servants for a 

certainty that the LORD your God had commanded his servant Moses to give you all the land, and to destroy all the 

inhabitants of the land from before you; so we feared greatly for our lives because of you...." 

  

The Gibeonites were somewhat like Rahab. She had opened her heart in faith to the God of Israel. In contrast, the 

Gibeonites merely acknowledged that God was there and his judgment was fearful to them. They were willing to do 

anything to save their necks. So they resorted to lying. 

  

We all probably know from practical experience that a lie can be helpful. Adlai Stevenson said, "A lie is an abomination 

unto the Lord, but a very present help in time of trouble." 

  

Satan is a counterfeiter and “masquerades as an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14, NIV). He has his “false apostles” and 

“deceitful workmen” (v. 13, NIV) at work in this world, blinding the lost and seeking to lead believers astray. It’s much 

easier for us to identify the lion when he’s roaring than to detect the serpent when he’s slithering into our lives. 
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Satan is also a liar and the father of lies (John 8:44), and human nature is such that many people find it easier to tell lies 

than the truth. With tongue in cheek, the American political leader Adlai Stevenson said, “A lie is an abomination unto the 

Lord—and a very present help in trouble.”  

  

Who are some of the spiritual enemies that we do battle with each day? Use your sanctified imagination for a few 

moments with me and let's become aware of where Satan can defeat us.  

 Merchandisers, materialism. We live in a day when we are bombarded with a constant barrage of advertisements 

that imply we must keep up with the Joneses. We must have the latest gimmick, toy, car, position at the job, etc. 

Appearance, performance and status are promoted as the answer to life. What is the latest essential toy you must 

have? Remember that who ever wins the most toys at the end of life is the winner, or so we are led to believe.  

 Fear. We live in a day of fear and anxiety. I have spoken with several individuals who are fearful that their sons 

and daughters or spouse will be called up in the latest war. A war of nerves goes on constantly in some 

individuals and families lives.  

 Folly. I have a clinical psychologist friend who says that God has to take a stick and beat the foolishness of us. 

How is it we intelligent beings can be so stupid some times? We find ourselves doing some of the craziest things 

when in our right minds we know better. We lose our sense of better judgment in normal circumstances.  

 Dwellers in insecure villages of false security. It is easy to get our eyes off Christ. There is no security in anyone 

else. He is sovereign in the believer's life. Jesus holds us in the palm of His hand and the Father holds Him!  

 Dwellers on clay, foul disease of the old nature. There is nothing like a carnal life style in a believer's life to 

destroy their fellowship with Christ and testimony in to a lost world. I'll live my life the way I want to. You 

Christians are intolerant.  

 Bitter person in spirit, pride, jealousy. "If you only knew what this person did to me and to my family?" "If you 

knew what he or she did to sabotage my career." "If you only knew what they did to my child." We become bitter 

and revengeful filled with an attitude of I'll get even with you.  

 Those who trample on others, with pride and arrogance. We will do anything to build up our perceived self-

importance. Religious leaders are not immune to that temptation, either.  

  

The Gibeonites told several lies in their attempt to get out of trouble: 
First, they said they were “from a very far country” (Josh. 9:6, 9) when they actually lived twenty-five miles away. Then 

they lied about their clothing and food. “This bread of ours was warm when we packed it at home on the day we left to 

come to you. But now see how dry and moldy it is” (v. 12, NIV). They also lied about themselves and gave the impression 

that they were important envoys on an official peace mission from the elders of their city. They also called themselves 

“your servants” (vv. 8, 9, 11), when in reality they were the enemies of Israel. 

  

These four lies were bad enough; but when the visitors said they had come “because of the name of the Lord” (v. 9), it 

was blasphemous. Like the citizens of Jericho (2:10), the people in Gibeon had heard about Israel’s march of conquest 

(9:9-10); but unlike Rahab and her family, they didn’t put their faith in the Lord.  

  

These men were wise enough not to mention Israel’s victories at Jericho and Ai; for that news couldn’t have reached their 

“far country” that quickly. Satan’s ambassadors can lie more convincingly than some Christians can tell the truth! 

  

Satan knows how to use “religious lies” to give the impression that people are seeking to know the Lord. In my pastoral 

ministry I’ve met people who have introduced themselves as seekers; but the longer they talked, the more convinced I was 

that they were sneakers, trying to get something out of me and the church. They would make their “profession of faith” 

and then start telling me their sad tale of woe, hoping to break my heart and then pick my pocket. Of all liars, “religious 

liars” are the worst. If you need to be convinced of this, read 2 Peter 2 and the Epistle of Jude. 

  

The Israelites took some of the Gibeonites’ provisions in order to inspect them, to confirm the Gibeonites’ words. 

Significantly, the Israelites did not ask counsel of the LORD, contrary to God’s explicit instructions to Joshua (Num. 

27:21). The Israelites’ confirmation of the Gibeonites’ claim was purely in their own strength and on their own initiative. 

The mistake on Israel’s part was not so much that they were deceived, but that they did not ask for the Lord’s counsel. 

Similarly, many Christians have found themselves in difficult or disastrous circumstances because they rushed to a 

decision without properly consulting the Lord, His Scriptures, and His people for guidance.[6] 
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Caught off guard, Joshua and the leaders of Israel listened to the ruse of the Gibeonites and they made two mistakes: 

(1) They made the mistake of allowing the Gibeonites to play on their emotions. They accepted the evidence, though 

questionable, without further and more reliable evidence. Here we see the peril of sight versus faith and fact. 

  
(2) The primary mistake, however, is not seeking counsel from the Lord. They should have sought direction from the 

Lord through the Urim and Thummim. Here we see the peril of presumption through prayerlessness.  

  

This covenant oath was sworn in the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. But he had been totally left out of the decision-

making process. In a sense, he was asked to be part of what they were doing without being asked for his opinion on it. 

  

Remember what the New Testament says about finding out what God's will is in decision-making. James writes in 1:5, 

"But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be 

given to him."  

  

As men and women of God we're called to stay in constant contact with him, to seek his help in everything, and to be 

confident that he will help us figure out what we need to know.  

  

Allan Redpath writes: "It seems to take us a long time to learn the lesson that neglect of prayer always leads to trouble, 

and destroys the spirit of discernment. Neglect of prayer always suggests pride in our own judgment, which is fatal."  

  

Joshua and the princes of Israel were impetuous and didn’t take time to consult the Lord. They walked by sight and not by 

faith. After listening to the strangers’ speech and examining the evidence, Joshua and his leaders concluded that the men 

were telling the truth. The leaders of Israel took the “scientific approach” instead of the “spiritual approach.” They 

depended on their own senses, examined the “facts,” discussed the matter, and agreed in their conclusion. It was all very 

logical and convincing, but it was all wrong. They had made the same mistake at Ai (chap. 7) and hadn’t yet learned to 

wait on the Lord and seek His direction. 

  

The will of God comes from the heart of God (Ps. 33:11), and He delights to make it known to His children when He 

knows they are humble and willing to obey. We don’t seek God’s will like customers who look at options but like servants 

who listen for orders. “If any of you really determines to do God’s will, then you will certainly know” (John 7:17, TLB) is 

a basic principle for victorious Christian living. God sees our hearts and knows whether we are really serious about 

obeying Him. Certainly we ought to use the mind God has given us, but we must heed the warning of Proverbs 3:5-6 and 

not lean on our own understanding. 

  

If this group of men had been an authentic official delegation, it would have comprised a much larger company bearing 

adequate supplies, including sufficient provisions for the trip home. Real ambassadors would have thrown away their “dry 

and moldy” bread because their servants would have baked fresh bread for them. As officials, they would have packed the 

proper attire so that they might make the best impression possible as they negotiated with the enemy.  

  

Had Joshua and his leaders paused to think and pray about what they saw, they would have concluded that the whole thing 

was a trick. “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be 

given to him” (James 1:5, NKJV). 

  

True faith involves exercising patience (Heb. 6:12). “Whoever believes will not act hastily” (Isa. 28:16, NKJV). Moses had 

told the Jews, “Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the land where you are going, or they will be a snare 

among you” (Ex. 34:12, NIV). But in their haste Joshua and the Jewish leaders broke God’s Law and made a covenant 

with the enemy. Since their oath was sworn in the name of the Lord (Josh. 9:18), it could not be broken. Joshua and the 

princes of Israel had sworn to their own hurt (Ps. 15:4; Ecc. 5:1-7), and there was no way to revoke their oath or be 

released from their promise. 

  

Like Joshua and the nation of Israel, God’s people today are living in enemy territory and must constantly exercise 

caution. When you believe the enemy instead of seeking the mind of the Lord, you can expect to get into trouble. 
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It is always a mistake for us to lean on our own wisdom or judgment and make our own plans apart from God’s direction. 

It was a mistake then … and it still is. The exhortation of God’s Word is:  

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

And He will make your paths straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and turn away from evil 

(Proverbs 3:5-7). 

  

Before entering into any alliance—taking a partner in life, going into business with another, yielding assent to any 

proposition which involves confederation with others—be sure to ask counsel at the mouth of the Lord. He will assuredly 

answer by an irresistible impulse—by the voice of a friend; by a circumstance strange and unexpected; by a passage of 

Scripture. He will choose His own messenger; but He will send a message.[7] 

  

Though Satan surely knows he can never really defeat the Lord and that he is a defeated foe, he nevertheless turns to his 

many tricks and deceptive devices to defeat God’s purposes for and with His people (cf. Eph. 4:14; 2 Tim. 2:25).  

  

The Discovery of the Deception  (9:16-17) 

{16} Three days after they made the treaty with the Gibeonites, the Israelites heard that they were neighbors, living near 

them. {17} So the Israelites set out and on the third day came to their cities: Gibeon, Kephirah, Beeroth and Kiriath 

Jearim.  

  

Within only three days the deception was discovered, but as is often the case with the consequences of sin, they would 

live with their decision for the rest of their lives. Proverbs 12:19b is pertinent here which says, “Truthful lips will be 

established forever, But a lying tongue is only for a moment.” Words of truth are consistent, and stand all tests, while lies 

are soon discovered and exposed.[8] 

  

The Decision of the Leaders  (9:18-27) 

{18} But the Israelites did not attack them, because the leaders of the assembly had sworn an oath to them by the LORD, 

the God of Israel. The whole assembly grumbled against the leaders, {19} but all the leaders answered, "We have given 

them our oath by the LORD, the God of Israel, and we cannot touch them now. {20} This is what we will do to them: We 

will let them live, so that wrath will not fall on us for breaking the oath we swore to them." {21} They continued, "Let 

them live, but let them be woodcutters and water carriers for the entire community." So the leaders' promise to them was 

kept. {22} Then Joshua summoned the Gibeonites and said, "Why did you deceive us by saying, 'We live a long way from 

you,' while actually you live near us? {23} You are now under a curse: You will never cease to serve as woodcutters and 

water carriers for the house of my God." {24} They answered Joshua, "Your servants were clearly told how the LORD 

your God had commanded his servant Moses to give you the whole land and to wipe out all its inhabitants from before 

you. So we feared for our lives because of you, and that is why we did this. {25} We are now in your hands. Do to us 

whatever seems good and right to you." {26} So Joshua saved them from the Israelites, and they did not kill them. {27} 

That day he made the Gibeonites woodcutters and water carriers for the community and for the altar of the LORD at the 

place the LORD would choose. And that is what they are to this day. 

  

The text tells us that once the ruse was discovered, the people grumbled against their leaders because they judged them to 

be responsible. Apparently, in view of verses 19-21, the people also wanted them to disregard their covenant and destroy 

the Gibeonites. However, though they erred by leaning on their own understanding rather than consulting the Lord, they 

honored their agreement with the Gibeonites.  

  

Oath taking and swearing were solemn affairs (the Hebrew words for “to swear” and “oath” are from the same root, 

shaba). To take an oath was to give a sacred and unbreakable word to follow through on what was promised. From time to 

time, even God swore by Himself or His holiness or His great name to take certain actions (Gen. 22:16–18; Ps. 89:35; Jer. 

44:26). Swearing falsely was a grave sin (Ezek. 17:16–21; Zech. 5:3, 4; Mal. 3:5). Because of the sacred, unbreakable 

nature of an oath, this covenant the Israelites made with the Gibeonites could not be revoked, even though it was obtained 

under false pretenses.[9] 

  

Had they not been men of honor and integrity, they might easily have sought to cover their tracks by destroying the 

Gibeonites, but they honored their pledge because it had been ratified in the name of Yahweh, the God of Israel. To break 
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the covenant would dishonor God’s name and bring down His wrath. “In fact, such a judgment from God would later 

come to pass during David’s reign because Saul disregarded this agreement. (see 2 Sam. 21:1-6).”[10] 

  

While they could not go back on their pledge, the Gibeonites had deceived them, so a punishment fitting their sin had to 

be prescribed. First, Joshua rebuked them for their dishonesty and then sentenced them to perpetual slavery. In the ruse of 

the Gibeonites, they had offered to be the subjects of the Israelites (vss. 8, 11). By this they were merely offering to 

become Israel’s vassals. In return they expected Israel, the stronger of the two, to protect them from their enemies (see 

10:6).  

  

This backfires on them and they had to become Israel’s slaves. They would become woodcutters and water-bearers for the 

Israelites, especially in relation to the tabernacle service. In God’s grace, this turned out to be a great blessing.… to keep 

the Gibeonites’ idolatry from defiling the true faith of Israel, their work would be carried out in the tabernacle, where they 

would be exposed to the worship of the one true God.  

  

As a result, the very thing the Gibeonites hoped to retain—their freedom—was lost. But the curse eventually became a 

blessing. It was on behalf of the Gibeonites that God later worked a great miracle (see Josh. 10:10-14). Later, the 

tabernacle of the Lord would be pitched at Gibeon (see 2 Chron. 1:30, and the Gibeonites (later known as Nethinims) 

would replace the Levites in temple service (see Ezra 2:43 and 8:20). 

  

How did the leaders of Israel discover that they had made a big mistake? Knowing that they were now out of danger, 

perhaps the “ambassadors” openly admitted what they had done. Or maybe the Gibeonites were overheard rejoicing in 

their success. Did some of Joshua’s spies return to camp after reconnaissance and recognize the enemy? Perhaps the 

Gibeonites overheard the plans for Israel’s next attack and had to inform the leaders that a solemn oath now protected 

those cities. However it happened, Joshua discovered that he and the princes had blundered; and no doubt they were 

humbled and embarrassed because of it. 

  

We must give the leaders credit for being men of their word. To violate their oath would have been to take the holy name 

of Jehovah in vain, and this would have brought about divine judgment. Years later King Saul violated this oath; and God 

judged the nation severely (2 Sam. 21). Military leaders of lesser character than Joshua might have argued that “all’s fair 

in love and war” and forced the Gibeonites to divulge information that would help him conquer their city. Instead, when 

the Jewish army arrived at Gibeon and the neighboring cities, they didn’t attack them. 

  

Why did the Jewish people grumble at what their leaders had done? Because this covenant with Gibeon would cost the 

soldiers dearly in plunder they would never get from the protected cities. Furthermore, the Gibeonites and their neighbors 

might influence the Jews with their pagan practices and lead them away from the Lord. Moses had given Israel stern 

warnings against compromising with the people of the land (Deut. 7), and now they had foolishly made a covenant with 

the enemy. However, we wonder what decisions the common people would have made had they been in the place of the 

leaders. It’s easy to criticize after the fact! 

  

But that wasn’t the end of the story. Joshua and his associates teach us an important lesson: If you make a mistake, admit 

it; and then make your mistake work for you! The leaders put the Gibeonites to work hauling water and fuel for the service 

of the tabernacle, where both water and wood were used in abundance. In later years the Gibeonites were called the 

Nethinim (“given ones” = given to assist the priests) and labored as servants in the temple (1 Chron. 9:2; Ezra 2:43, 58; 

Neh. 3:26). In Joshua 10, we shall see that God overruled Joshua’s mistake and used it to give him a signal victory over 

five kings at one time. 

  

Of course, the Gibeonites would rather submit to humiliating service than be destroyed as were the inhabitants of Jericho 

and Ai. There’s no evidence in Scripture that the descendants of the Gibeonites created any problems for the Jews. It’s 

likely that their service in the tabernacle, and later in the temple, influenced them to abandon their idols and worship the 

God of Israel. The fact that over 500 hundred Nephilim returned to Jerusalem after the Babylonian Captivity (Ezra 2:43-

58; 8:20) suggests that they were devoted to the Lord and His house.    

    That is the amazing way the grace of God works. He is still able to turn a curse into a blessing. While it is true that the 

natural consequences of our sin generally have to run their course, God in His grace not only forgives but in many cases 

He actually overrules our mistakes and brings blessing out of sin.[11] 
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    In verse 27 we read, “… and that day made them woodcutters and water carriers for the community and for the altar of 

the LORD at the divinely chosen site. (They continue in this capacity to this very day.)”  

     The phrase the place which He would choose is particularly important in Deuteronomy. It indicates that the 

Gibeonites were to serve only at sanctioned Israelite worship centers and not Canaanite ones. Until the Jerusalem temple 

was built, these centers included Shiloh (18:1) and Gibeon itself (1 Chr. 16:39). That they did so to this day (a phrase also 

found in 4:9; 5:9; 7:26; 8:29) shows that the Gibeonites did indeed continue this service for some time, although it is not 

specifically mentioned again in the OT. We may observe that in the deceit of this treaty, a people were brought into 

proximity with the true worship of the living God, who is able to bring good out of the worst of situations. Doubtless 

through this many Gibeonites came to faith in Him and became His worshipers. [12] 

     How tremendous and gracious of God. They had the privilege of being brought close to the Lord and spiritual things 

on a regular basis. It is interesting that in later years, when the Israelites would go into idolatry, the Gibeonites would still 

be standing at the altar where the true God ordained that sacrifices should be made for sins. As a result of what they had 

seen God do for Israel, they became convinced, like Rahab, that Israel’s God was the true God. Like Rahab, they 

evidently became loyal believers. 

     For many years after this incident, there was war between the citizens of the land and the invading Israelites. Yet never 

once in the record of that long conquest do we hear of any Gibeonite defecting to his original side.[13] 

     Can God turn the failures of lying and naiveté into something good and productive? Can God take moral and spiritual 

failures and use them for his honor and glory? The apostle Paul says in Romans 8:28, "And we know that God causes all 

things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose." We were 

chosen, elected, called out of the darkness of confusion. The redemptive love of God is awesome. The saving grace of 

Jesus Christ is incomparable. The providential care of God for us is amazing. He takes all our mistakes, our defeats, our 

sins, and he overrules them to his glory.  

  

 I remember times that I've been exposed before him, and all I could say was "Lord, I'm sorry. I've blundered. But, 

Lord, I do believe that you can heal, that you can restore the devastation that my sin has brought. And Lord, I refuse 

to allow satanic condemnation to keep me down. I will forget those things that lie behind me, and I will press on to 

what you divinely determine for me in the future."  

 I've learned that the memory of the wrong I did, the sin I committed, the failure, is what drives me back to the cross 

every day for cleansing, forgiveness, and power.  

 I've learned that the very sin that once bound me has turned into the blessing that regularly drives me to the Savior.  

 Praise God that he does overrule our mistakes and our sins, even to cause the curse itself to be turned into a blessing, 

to make something beautiful out of something destructive. 

  
[1] Campbell/Denny, p. 133. 
[2] Campbell/Denny, p. 134. 
[3] Expositors Bible Commentary, Old Testament, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 1997, electronic media.  
[4]Radmacher, E. D., Allen, R. B., & House, H. W. 1999. Nelson's new illustrated Bible commentary . T. Nelson Publishers: Nashville 
[5]Radmacher, E. D., Allen, R. B., & House, H. W. 1999. Nelson's new illustrated Bible commentary . T. Nelson Publishers: Nashville 
[6]Radmacher, E. D., Allen, R. B., & House, H. W. 1999. Nelson's new illustrated Bible commentary . T. Nelson Publishers: Nashville 
[7] F. B. Meyer, Joshua: And the Land of Promise, Revell, p. 108. 
[8] Robert Jamieson; A.R. Fausset, and David Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible (Oak Harbor, WA: 

Logos Research Systems, Inc.), 1998. 
[9]Radmacher, E. D., Allen, R. B., & House, H. W. 1999. Nelson's new illustrated Bible commentary . T. Nelson Publishers: Nashville 
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Studies in the Life of Joshua 

#11 God’s Final Victories and Possession of the Land  -- Joshua 10-24 

  
Chapter 10 describes Israel’s campaign and victory over the southern portion of Canaan. Something happened which 

provided Joshua with a great military opportunity for a quick victory over a number of the enemy at once rather than by a 

long, drawn out campaign against the cities one by one. 

  

The Amorite Coalition (10:1-5) 

Being very alarmed over the news of the victories of Israel, as at Jericho and Ai, and hearing of the Gibeonite’s covenant 

with Israel which was viewed as treasonous, one of the kings of the south, Adoni-Zedek (Lord of Righteousness), king of 

Jerusalem, gathered other kings of the region together to attack Gibeon. They had belonged to the Amorite coalition 

which was probably a defense coalition against invading forces. So, in retaliation and also because of fear of the united 

power of the Gibeonites with Israel, the five kings listed in Joshua 10:5, moved against the city of Gibeon. 

  

The defection of the Gibeonites was cause for great alarm for three reasons: (1) it was discouraging to see such a large 

city with an excellent army surrender to the enemy, (2) without Gibeon the southern coalition was severely weakened, and 

(3) they constituted a fifth column that would fight with Israel in time of war.  

  

Though it had no king (see comment on 9:11), Gibeon was “like one of the royal cities”; it was just as strong and 

influential as any city-state (cf. 11:12). There is a wordplay between “Gibeon” and “good fighters,” which is literally 

gibborim. Boling (p. 279) defines gibborim as “men trained in combat and prosperous enough to afford armament, squire, 

and leisure time for such activity.”[1] 

  

Miraculous Deliverance  -- The Call for Help (vs. 6) 

Faced with the armies of the coalition and certain destruction, the Gibeonites sent a messenger to Joshua asking for help 

based on their treaty with Israel. 

  

The Response of Joshua and Israel (vs. 7) 

Humanly speaking, this was the perfect opportunity for Joshua to get rid of the Gibeonites. Why shouldn’t Joshua just 

ignore the very people who had deceived them? Why not let the coalition destroy them and rid him of the embarrassment? 

There were at least two reasons he could not do that: First, as a man of integrity who honored his word, Joshua did not 

consider that an option. They had given their word and were duty bound to honor it. Second, this now provided a unique 

military opportunity. Rather than a long, drawn out campaign against one city at a time, this gave them the opportunity to 

defeat and destroy several armies at once. 

The Promise of the LORD (vs. 8) 

The fact that God now gives this promise might suggest that Joshua had inquired of the Lord and had received this answer 

and promise. With all these kings coming together, there was surely a certain amount of concern in Joshua’s heart. The 

situation was urgent, and God’s word of encouragement and His promise of victory were certainly needed. 

  

The Battle Described (vss. 9-15) 

Our text tells us Joshua and his men marched all night, about 25 miles and all uphill (some 4,000 feet) over steep and 

difficult terrain. This meant, with no opportunity to rest, his fighting men would be tired. They would certainly need the 

sovereign strength of the Lord. By marching under cover of darkness, Joshua was able to take the enemy by surprise and 

this created disorder in the enemies camp. Further, God sent hailstones to kill even more than Joshua and his army were 

able to put to death.  

  

This passage provides an excellent example of the interplay between the work of God and the work of man in achieving 

victory. As Campbell notes: “certainly there are occasions when we can do nothing but wait for God to act; but usually we 

are to do our part with dependence on God to do His.”[2]  

  

Here, then, is another example where man’s efforts and God’s sovereign intervention cooperated, but the clear emphasis is 

on the fact it was the Lord who gave the victory. God gives us responsibilities, things we are to do. We are to pray, 
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witness, and minister to others in many ways, but ultimately, we must understand that if there is going to be victory, it is 

God who gives it. 

  

We should remember too that these Canaanites were those who worshipped nature gods. What a shock when they realized 

that their gods, in which they had placed their faith, were helpless against the God of Israel. Perhaps they thought that 

their own gods were aiding the Israelites.  

  

With verse 12, we move to one of the great miracles of the Bible. It is often called “Joshua’s long day,” or “the day the 

sun stood still.” This is the greatest of four miracles found in the book of Joshua: (a) The parting of the Jordan River (3:7-

17); (b) The destruction of Jericho (6:1-27); (c) The hail and sword destroy the Gibeonites (10:1-11); (d) The sun and 

moon stand still (10:12-15).  

  

What was the purpose for this miracle? 

… the day of the battle of Beth Horon was wearing on and Joshua knew that the pursuit of the enemy would be long and 

arduous. At the most the military leader had 12 hours of daylight ahead of him. He clearly needed more time if he were to 

realize the fulfillment of God’s promise (v. 8) and see the total annihilation of his foes. Joshua therefore took to the LORD 

an unusual request: O sun, stand still over Gibeon, O moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.  

  
10:13-15. It was noon and the hot sun was directly overhead when Joshua uttered this prayer. The moon was on the 

horizon to the west. The petition was quickly answered by the Lord. Joshua prayed in faith, and a great miracle resulted. 

But the record of this miracle has been called the most striking example of conflict between Scripture and science 

because, as is well known, the sun does not move around the earth causing day and night. Instead, light and darkness 

come because the earth rotates on its axis around the sun. Why then did Joshua address the sun rather than the earth? 

Simply because he was using the language of observation; he was speaking from the perspective and appearance of things 

on earth. People still do the same thing, even in the scientific community. Almanacs and journals record the hours of 

sunrise and sunset, yet no one accuses them of scientific error.[3] 

  

But just how are we to explain this fourth miracle in the book of Joshua? Regarding this, Ryrie writes: 

Views concerning this phenomenon fall into two categories. The first assumes a slowing or suspending of the normal 

rotation of the earth so that there were extra hours that day (either 12 or 24). God did this so that Joshua’s forces could 

complete their victory before the enemy had a night for rest and regrouping. The Hebrew for “stood still” (v. 13) is a verb 

of motion, indicating a slowing or stopping of the rotation of the earth on its axis (which would not affect the earth’s 

movement around the sun). Verse 14 indicates that this was a unique day in the history of the world.  

  

The second category includes views that assume no irregularity in the rotation of the earth. One such view argues for the 

prolonging of daylight by some sort of unusual refraction of the sun’s rays. Thus, there were more daylight hours but not 

more hours in the day. Another view supposes a prolonging of semi-darkness to give Joshua’s men relief from the blazing 

summer sun, accomplished by God’s sending an unusual summer hailstorm. This view takes stood still in verse 13 to 

mean “be still” or “cease,” indicating that the sun was clouded by the storm and no extra hours were added to the day. 

Verses 12-15 are quoted from the book of Jashar, a collection of songs praising the heroes of Israel (also in 2 Sam. 

1:18).[4]  

  

Concerning the difficulties of this passage, Boice says: I confess that I have not great convictions as to what happened, 

and as I read the various articles and books available, I sense that no one else has very strong convictions on this point, 

either. I do not believe the words are poetry, in spite of their having been in the book of Jashar, a largely poetical book. I 

doubt if the earth actually stopped its rotation, even more that the sun and moon actually stopped in their passage through 

space. I tend to think that other phenomenal were used by God to prolong daylight, but I do not know, and all I can say is 

that I am content to wait until God himself reveals precisely what happened. What is certain is that God did something to 

give the Jewish armies a complete and decisive victory.[5]   

 

The Defeat of the Rest of Southern Canaan (10:16-43) 

The five kings and their armies had left the safety of their fortified cities to fight Joshua and his army out in the open 

which gave Joshua a great advantage. He was determined to keep them from escaping to the safety of their walls which 

would prolong the campaign against that portion of the land.  
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Verse 17 informs us that when Joshua received a report that the kings were hiding in a cave, he ordered the cave sealed 

with large rocks with men assigned to guard it. Capturing the five kings was an important event, but there were more 

pressing matters. He would deal with them later for the more pressing concern was to pursue the fleeing armies. Here we 

see the wisdom of a leader putting first things first. This is seen in his statement, “But don’t you delay! Chase your 

enemies and catch them! Don’t allow them to retreat to their cities for the LORD your God is handing them over to you.” 

Note how again we see the combined emphasis in Joshua’s thinking of human responsibility and tactical wisdom along 

with faith in the One who really gives victory. 

  

Only after the battle is over and Israel’s army had totally destroyed the enemy did Joshua return his attention to the five 

kings. In this regard, he did two major things. First, following an ancient Eastern custom sometimes pictured on Egyptian 

and Assyrian monuments, Joshua made the defeated kings lie down in the dust before him and his commanders. He then 

called his commanders to come and place their feet on the necks of the five kings, which was symbol of victory and 

complete subjection.  

  

But Joshua, the wise commander did more. He used this as an opportunity to focus his commanders and his army on the 

Lord. With the feet of his commanders on the necks of the kings, Joshua said, “Don’t be afraid and don’t panic! Be strong 

and brave, for the LORD will do the same thing to all your enemies you fight.” Then he executed the five kings by 

hanging them on five trees until evening (vs. 26). Thus, the defeat of the five kings and their armies gave complete victory 

over Southern Canaan.  

  

Verses 40-43 conclude the chapter by telling us Joshua totally subdued the land according to its four regions: the hill 

country, the Negev (the desert area to the more distant south), the western foothills, and the mountain slopes. How did he 

do so? “… the LORD, the God of Israel, fought for Israel.” Thus the chapter closes with a familiar ring of Scripture. The 

battle is the Lord’s and He will fight for His people.  

  

Our need is to keep our eyes on Him, to obey Him, and above all, to trust in His strength rather than in our own. This will 

usually mean expending great effort as we see Israel doing here all the while knowing that the Lord is also at work to 

enable and to fight for us.  

  

Dr. Don Campbell, in his conclusion to this chapter which he titled, People Who Know Their God, has a focus that really 

provides a fitting conclusion to this study on the book of Joshua. He writes: Most of us learn, early in our Christian 

experience, that we do not just face one enemy. We face a coalition of evil forces that have banded together in an attempt 

to destroy us. Those enemies are commonly called “the world,” “the flesh,” and “the devil.” The world pressures us and 

hammers us and tries to conform us to its mold. The flesh is the sinfulness within us which betrays us and undermines us 

and sabotages us, even though we want to serve God with our minds and our bodies. The devil is master strategist of the 

assault against us and sometimes attacks us openly, sometimes craftily, but always with an unerring sense of where our 

weaknesses lie. 

  

Together, the world, the flesh, and the devil make an unbeatable combination—or they would be unbeatable, if not for the 

saving intervention of God. Without God, victory against such an alliance is impossible. With God, victory is assured … 

  

Joshua was a man who knew God above all else. The results are impressively recorded here. As Daniel later wrote, “The 

people who know their God will display strength and take action” (Dan. 11:32). For Joshua, for Daniel, and for you and 

me, the key to victory is knowing God personally and trusting Him completely.[6] 

  

As we saw in the introductory material of this study, Joshua is the book of possession in which Israel, under the leadership 

of Joshua, possesses their God-given possessions, but not without having to go up against hostile forces. The Christian life 

is precisely like this.  

  

In Christ we have been blessed with every spiritual blessing (Eph. 1:3). In Him, we are complete (Col. 2:10), but the 

appropriation of those blessings requires faith in the accomplished work of Christ, along with personal effort, not in the 

flesh, but the disciplines of godliness—things such as  prayer, Bible study, meditating on God’s Word, and regular 

fellowship with other believers for encouragement. 
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This Land Is Our Land!  Joshua 13–21 
Joshua had successfully completed the first half of his divine commission: He had conquered the enemy and was in 

control of the land and the cities (1:1-5). Now he had to fulfill the second part of that commission and divide the land so 

that each tribe could claim its inheritance and enjoy what God had given them (v. 6). (See Num. 34-35.) 

The word inheritance is found over fifty times in these nine chapters and is a very important word. The Jews inherited 

their land. They didn’t win their land as spoils of battle or purchase their land as in a business transaction. The Lord, who 

was the sole owner, leased the land to them. “The land must not be sold permanently,” the Lord had instructed them, 

“because the land is Mine and you are but aliens and My tenants” (Lev. 25:23, NIV). Imagine having God for your 

landlord! 

  

The “rent” God required was simply Israel’s obedience to His Law. As long as the Jewish people honored the Lord with 

their worship and obedience, He would bless them, make their land productive, and keep their nation at peace with their 

neighbors. When Israel agreed to the blessings and curses at Mt. Gerizim and Mt. Ebal (Josh. 8:30-35), they accepted the 

conditions of what is called “The Palestinian Covenant.” Their ownership of the land was purely the gracious act of God; 

but their possession and enjoyment of the land depended on their submission and obedience to the Lord. (See Lev. 26 and 

Deut. 27-30 for the details of the Palestinian Covenant.) 

  

The Promised Land was a gift of God’s love; and if the Israelites loved the Lord, they would want to obey Him and please 

Him in the way they used His land (Deut. 4:37-39). Unfortunately, they eventually defied the Lord, disobeyed the Law, 

and defiled the land; and God had to chasten them in the land of Babylon. 

  

There were four main stages in the distribution of the land; and in each of these stages, you will find spiritual lessons for 

God’s people today who want to enjoy their spiritual inheritance in Christ.  

  

1. THE ASSIGNMENTS MADE AT GILGAL (JOSH. 13:1-17:18) 
Throughout the conquest of Canaan, Gilgal had been the center of operations for Israel. Later, Joshua moved the camp 

and the tabernacle to a more central location at Shiloh (18:1). 

  

We don’t know Joshua’s exact age at this time in Israel’s history, although he could well have been 100. Caleb was 85 

(14:10), and it’s likely that Joshua was the older of the two. Joshua lived to be 110 (24:19), and the events described in the 

last half of the book could well have taken over ten years. 

  

The system for assigning the territories in Canaan is given in 14:1-2. Eleazer the high priest, Joshua, and one 

representative from each of the tribes (Num. 34:13-29) cast lots before the Lord and in this way determined His will 

(Prov. 16:33). When Joshua relocated the camp at Shiloh, they changed the system (Josh. 18:1-7). 

  

The 2½ tribes east of the Jordan (Josh. 13:1-33). 
Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh had agreed to help the other tribes conquer the land before they returned to 

the east side of the Jordan to enjoy their inheritance (Num. 32). They had asked for this land outside the boundaries of 

Canaan because it was especially suited to the raising of cattle. The fact that these two and a half tribes would not be 

living within God’s appointed land didn’t seem to worry them. Moses graciously agreed to their choice and let them settle 

across the Jordan. When we study the twenty-second chapter of Joshua, we’ll learn that while their choice may have been 

good for their cattle, it created serious problems for their children. 

  

These tribes became a sort of “buffer zone” between the Jews in Canaan and the heathen nations like Moab and Ammon. 

Of course, their location made them extremely vulnerable both to military attack and ungodly influence; and both of these 

liabilities eventually brought about their downfall (1 Chron. 5:25-26).The boundaries are given for Reuben in the south 

(Josh. 13:15-23), and the half tribe of Manasseh in the north (vv. 29-32), with Gad sandwiched between (vv. 24-28). 

  
Lesson #1. Don’t become a “borderline believer.” Enter into the inheritance God appoints for you and rejoice in 

it. “He will choose our inheritance for us, the excellence of Jacob whom He loves” (Ps. 47:4, NKJV). The will of 

God is the expression of the love of God and is always the best for us. 
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Since the tribe of Reuben had taken its territory from Moab, it was logical for the story of Balaam to be mentioned here 

(Josh. 13:22-23; see Num. 22-25). When Balaam saw that God was turning his curses into blessings, he advised Balak to 

be friendly to the Jews and invite them to one of the Moabite religious feasts. This resulted in some of the Jewish men 

taking Moabite women for themselves and thus violating the Law of God. What Satan couldn’t accomplish as a lion, 

cursing Israel, he accomplished as a serpent, beguiling Israel and leading the men into wicked compromise. 

  

Four times in these chapters, we are reminded that the Levites were given no inheritance in the land (Josh. 13:14, 33; 

14:3-4; 18:7), because the Lord was their inheritance (Deut. 18:1-8; 10:8-9; Num. 18). The priests received certain 

portions from the sacrifices as their due, and both the priests and Levites shared in the special tithes and offerings that the 

people were commanded to bring. 

  

But other factors were probably involved in scattering the tribe of Levi. For one thing, God didn’t want tribal 

responsibilities to distract the priests and Levites; He wanted them to devote themselves fully to serving Him. (See 2 Tim. 

2:4.) Also, He wanted them to be “salt and light” in the land as they lived among the people and taught them the Law. 

Simeon and Levi were also scattered in fulfillment of the prophecy of Jacob (Gen. 49:5-7, see chap. 34). Simeon 

eventually became a part of Judah. 

  

The 2½ tribes west of the Jordan (Josh. 14:1-17:18). 
The next tribes to be settled were Judah in the south (14:6-15:63), Ephraim across the middle of the land (16:1-10), and 

the other half of Manasseh in the north (17:1-18). 

  

Since Caleb belonged to the tribe of Judah (Num. 13:30) and had been one of the two faithful spies, he received his 

inheritance first. Joshua, the other faithful spy, was the last to receive his inheritance (Josh. 19:49-51). Caleb reminded his 

friend Joshua of the promise Moses had made to them forty-five years before (Num. 14:24, 30; Deut. 1:34-36), that they 

would survive the years of wandering and receive their inheritance in the land. This promise gave Joshua and Caleb joy 

and courage as they endured years of wandering and waiting. 

  
Lesson #2. Be encouraged in your pilgrim journey! You have already received your inheritance in Christ and can 

claim “every spiritual blessing” (Eph. 1:3, NKJV). Since you have a glorious inheritance before you (1 Peter 1:3-

6), keep looking up! The best is yet to come! 

  

Caleb was eighty-five years old, but he didn’t look for an easy task, suited to an “old man.” He asked Joshua for 

mountains to climb and giants to conquer! His strength was in the Lord, and he knew that God would never fail him. The 

secret of Caleb’s life is found in a phrase that’s repeated six times in Scripture: “he wholly followed the Lord God of 

Israel” (Josh. 14:14; also see Num. 14:24; 32:12; Deut. 1:36; Josh. 14:8-9). Caleb was an overcomer because he had faith 

in the Lord (1 John 5:4). 

  
Lesson #3. We are never too old to make new conquests of faith in the power of the Lord. Like Caleb, we can 

capture mountains and conquer giants if we wholly follow the Lord. No matter how old we become, we must 

never retire from trusting and serving the Lord. 

  

In Joshua 15:13-19, we see Caleb providing for the next generation. Some of Caleb’s daring faith rubbed off on his son-

in-law Othniel, who later became a judge in the land (Judges 3:7-11). Caleb’s faith also touched his daughter, for she had 

the faith to ask her father for a field and then for springs of water to irrigate the land. Caleb’s example of faith was more 

valuable to his family than the property he claimed for them. 

  
Lesson #4. The older generation must provide for the next generation, not only materially but most of all 

spiritually. “Senior saints” must be examples of believers and encourage the younger generation to trust the Lord 

and wholly follow Him. 

  

The inheritance of the rest of the tribe of Judah is described in Joshua 15:1-12 and 21-63. We’re not sure why verse 32 

says twenty-nine cities when thirty-six are named, but perhaps the names of some of the “villages” outside the city walls 

are included in the list. At that time the Jews couldn’t take Jerusalem (v. 63). They held it temporarily later on (Judges 

1:8), and then David captured it permanently and made it the capital city (2 Sam. 5:6-10). 
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Ephraim and Manasseh were the sons of Joseph, whom Jacob “adopted” and especially blessed (Gen. 48:15-22). Since the 

tribe of Levi wasn’t given any territory, these two tribes made up the difference so that there were still twelve tribes in 

Israel. The birth order was “Manasseh and Ephraim” (Josh. 16:4; 17:1), but Jacob reversed it. God rejects our first birth 

and gives us a second birth. He accepted Abel and rejected Cain; He rejected Ishmael and accepted Isaac, Abraham’s 

second-born son; He rejected Esau and accepted Jacob. 

  

In the nation of Israel the sons inherited the property but the daughters of Zelophehad saw to it that the daughters weren’t 

discriminated against (vv. 3-6; Num. 27:1-11). Like the daughter of Caleb, these women had the faith and courage to ask 

for their inheritance; and they even changed the law! 

  
Lesson #5. God wants to give all His people their inheritance. “You do not have because you do not ask” (James 

4:2, NKJV). In Jesus Christ, all believers are one and are heirs of God (Gal. 3:26-29). Nothing from your first birth 

should hinder you from claiming all that you have in Jesus Christ. 

  

Joshua had a problem with the children of Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh), who complained because the Lord didn’t give 

them enough room! (Josh. 17:14-18) You can detect their pride as they told Joshua what a “great people” they were. After 

all, didn’t Jacob personally adopt and especially bless them? And hadn’t they multiplied in a great way? And wasn’t 

Joshua from the tribe of Ephraim? (Num. 13:8) They were a special people who deserved special treatment. 

  

If you compare the statistics given in 1:32-35 and 26:34 and 37, you learn that the descendants of Joseph had increased 

from 72,700 to 85,200, although Ephraim had 8,000 fewer people. But six other tribes had increased their number since 

the last census. Thus the children of Joseph weren’t the only ones who were fruitful. 

  

Joshua told his brethren that, if they were such a great people, now was their opportunity to prove it! Let them do what 

Caleb did and defeat the giants and claim the mountains! It’s worth noting that the people of Ephraim and Manasseh 

seemed to be given to criticism and pride. They not only created problems for Joshua but also for Gideon (Judges 8:1-3), 

Jephthah (12:1-7), and even David (2 Sam. 20:1-5). “For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil 

thing are there” (James 3:16, NKJV). 

  
Lesson #6. It’s not your boasting but your believing that gives you the victory and gains you new territory. Sometimes 

those who talk the most accomplish the least. 

  

2. THE ASSIGNMENTS MADE AT SHILOH (JOSH. 18:1-19:51) 
Five tribes now had been given their inheritance as Joshua, Eleazer, and the twelve tribal leaders cast lots at Gilgal. Then 

Joshua moved the camp to Shiloh, in the territory of Ephraim, where the tabernacle remained until David moved the ark to 

Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6). The Lord must have directed Joshua to make this move or he would not have done it (Deut. 12:5-7). 

Shiloh was centrally located and was more convenient for all the tribes. 

  

Seven tribes still had to have their inheritance marked out for them, and apparently they were slow to respond to the 

challenge. Unlike Caleb and the daughters of Zelophehad, these tribes didn’t have faith and spiritual zeal. These tribes had 

helped fight battles and defeat the enemy, but now they hesitated to claim their inheritance and enjoy the land God had 

given them. “The lazy man does not roast what he took in hunting, but diligence is man’s precious possession” (Prov. 

12:27, NKJV). 

  

At this point, Joshua and the leaders inaugurated a new system for allocating the land. After each of the seven tribes 

appointed three men, all twenty-one men went through the remaining territories and listed the cities and the landmarks, 

describing each part of the land. They brought this information back to Joshua, who then assigned the various portions to 

the remaining seven tribes by casting lots before the Lord. 

  

Since Benjamin was the full brother to Joseph, his territory was assigned adjacent to Ephraim and Manasseh (Josh. 18:11-

28). Simeon shared his inheritance with Judah (19:1-9; see Gen. 49:7) and eventually inhabited the cities assigned in 

Joshua 15:21ff. The children of Joseph wanted more territory, but weren’t willing to fight for it by faith; but the people of 

Judah had so much land that they shared it with Simeon. What a contrast! 
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The area north of Manasseh was assigned to Zebulun (19:10-16), Issachar (vv. 17-23), Asher (vv. 24-31), and Naphtali 

(vv. 32-39). Zebulun and Naphtali later became “Galilee of the Gentiles” (Matt. 4:15-16), where our Lord ministered 

when He was here on earth. The “sea of Chinneroth” (see Josh. 12:3; 13:27) is the Sea of Galilee. The Hebrew word 

chinnereth means “harp,” and the Sea of Galilee is shaped like a harp. 

  

The last tribe to receive its assignment was the tribe of Dan (19:40-48), which immediately went to work and expanded its 

territory. Dan and Benjamin formed a “belt” across the land, connecting the Dead Sea with the Mediterranean. 

  

Being the leader that he was, Joshua waited until the very last to claim his own inheritance; and the Lord gave him the city 

of Timnath-Serah (vv. 49-50). Like his friend Caleb, Joshua preferred living in the mountainous region of the land. 

  

3. THE ASSIGNMENT OF THE CITIES OF REFUGE (JOSH. 20:1-9) 
When the nation was still on the other side of the Jordan, God told Moses to have the people set aside special cities for the 

Levites (Num. 35:1-5), as well as six “cities of refuge” (Ex. 21:13; Num. 35:6-34); Deut. 19:1-13). Now that the tribes 

had received their territories, Joshua could assign these cities. 

  

Even before the Law of Moses was given, God had laid down the basic rule that those who shed blood should pay for 

their crime with their own blood (Gen. 9:5-6). This principle was enunciated repeatedly in the Law, but God made a 

distinction between murder and manslaughter (Ex. 21:12-14; Lev. 24:17; Num. 35:16-21; Deut. 19:11-13). “Blood defiles 

the land, and no atonement can be made for the land, for the blood that is shed on it, except by the blood of him who shed 

it. Therefore do not defile the land which you inhabit” (Num. 35:33-34, NKJV). 

  

The six “cities of refuge” were needed because society in that day had no police force to investigate crimes. It was the 

responsibility of each family to see to it that murders were avenged, but how could they tell whether it was a case of 

premeditated murder or accidental manslaughter? In the heat of anger a relative of the dead person might kill somebody 

who was really innocent of a capital crime. 

  

Joshua set apart three cities of refuge on each side of the Jordan River. On the west side, Kedesh was farthest north, in the 

territory of Naphtali; Shechem was in the middle of the nation in the tribe of Manasseh; and Hebron was in the south in 

the tribe of Judah. On the east side of the Jordan, the cities were Golan in the north in Manasseh, Ramoth in Gad, and 

Bezer farther south in the tribe of Reuben. Since the Holy Land is about the size of the state of Maryland, you can see that 

nobody was very far from a city of refuge. 

  

The law was really quite simple. Anybody who killed another person could flee to a city of refuge and be protected from 

“the avenger of blood” until the elders of the city could investigate the circumstances. If they found the fugitive guilty, he 

or she was put to death; but if they concluded that it was a case of manslaughter, the fugitive was allowed to live in the 

city and be protected from the avenger. Upon the death of the high priest, the fugitive could go home again. It was a case 

of forfeiting freedom in order to save his or her life. 

  

Many students have seen in the cities of refuge a picture of our salvation in Jesus Christ, to whom we “have fled for 

refuge” (Heb. 6:18). The lost sinner, of course, is in danger of judgment because “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). 

The avenger of blood is after him or her! God’s appointed Savior is Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12), but the sinner must come to 

Him by faith in order to be saved (Matt. 11:28-30; John 6:37). The way to each city was kept open with roads that were 

cared for and marked (Deut. 19:3, NIV). God wanted it to be easy for the fugitives to find their way to safety. 

  

Beyond this, the picture is one of contrast. When we come to Christ for salvation, there’s no need for an investigation or a 

trial, because we know we’re guilty; and we admit it! The only people Jesus can save are those who confess their guilt and 

throw themselves on His mercy. 

  

If the fugitive prematurely left the city of refuge, he could be killed; but our salvation in Christ is not conditional. Our 

High Priest will never die, and we are forever secure. “But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable 

priesthood. Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives 

to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:24-25, NKJV). 
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The meanings of the names of the cities are interesting. Taking them in the order listed in Joshua 20:7-8, you have: 

Kedesh = “righteousness”; Shechem = “shoulder”; Hebron = “fellowship”; Bezer = “fortress” or “strong”; and Ramoth = 

“heights.” Hebraists do not agree on what Golan means, but the Gesenius Lexicon says it means “exile.” 

  

These names then can be used to describe what sinners experience when they flee by faith to Jesus. First, He gives them 

His righteousness, and they can never be accused again. There is no condemnation! (Rom. 8:1) Like a shepherd, He 

carries them on His shoulders, and they enter into fellowship with Him. He is their fortress, and they are safe. They dwell 

in the heights even though they are exiles, pilgrims, and strangers in this world. 

  
Lesson #7. Unless you have fled by faith to Jesus Christ, you aren’t saved! Since our sins put Jesus on the cross, 

all of us are guilty of His death. He is the only Savior, and apart from faith in Him, there is no salvation. Have you 

fled to Him? 

  

Before leaving this theme, we should note that there is also an application to the nation of Israel. The nation was guilty of 

killing the Lord Jesus Christ, but it was a sin of ignorance on the part of the people (Acts 3:12-18). When Jesus prayed on 

the cross, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34), He was declaring them guilty of 

manslaughter rather than murder (1 Cor. 2:7-8).  

  

The way was open for their forgiveness, and God gave the nation nearly forty years to repent before He brought judgment. 

This same principle applied to the Apostle Paul (1 Tim. 1:12-14). However, no lost sinner today can plead ignorance, 

because God has declared the whole world guilty and without excuse (Rom. 3:9-19). 

  

4. THE ASSIGNMENT OF THE LEVITICAL CITIES (JOSH. 21:1-45) 
As we noted before, the tribe of Levi didn’t have territory assigned to it but was scattered throughout the land. This way, 

they could teach the people the Law and influence each of the tribes to be faithful to the Lord. But the Levites needed 

places to live and pastures for their cattle. Thus God assigned forty-eight cities for them to live in, along with a specific 

amount of land for pasture (Num. 35:1-5). The pasture land could not be sold, but their houses could be sold; and the 

Levites even had special privileges for redeeming their property (Lev. 23:32-34). 

  

The two lists of levitical cities that we have—Joshua 21 and 1 Chronicles 6:54-81—do not always agree; but names of 

cities and spellings change over the years, and it’s possible that from time to time new cities were selected and old ones 

abandoned. 

  

There were forty-eight levitical cities, six of which were also cities of refuge. Each of the tribes contributed four cities, 

except Judah and Simeon, who together contributed nine, and Naphtali, who contributed three. The descendants of the 

three sons of Aaron—Kohath, Gershon and Marari—were assigned to the various cities, although other Jews also lived in 

them. In Numbers 26:62, the writer states that there were 23,000 Levites before Israel entered the land, a big crowd to 

distribute among forty-eight cities. 

  

It was important that Israel have qualified and authorized people to minister in the tabernacle and later in the temple, and 

we must never minimize the teaching ministry of the priests and Levites (2 Chron. 17:7-9). Since the common people 

didn’t own copies of the Scriptures, it was important that the Levites identify with the people and explain the Law to 

them. These levitical cities were so located that nobody was too far away from a man who could help them understand 

and apply the Law of Moses. 

  

This long section in the Book of Joshua closes with three wonderful affirmations: 

First, God was faithful and gave Israel the land (Josh. 21:43). He kept the covenant that He made, first with Abraham 

(Gen. 12:7) and then with his descendants. 

  

Second, God gave Israel victory over all their enemies and then gave them the rest from war (Josh. 21:44; see 1:13, 15; 

11:23). What the ten unbelieving spies at Kadesh Barnea said could never happen did happen, because Joshua and the 

people believed God and obeyed His Word. 
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Third, God kept His promises (21:45). At the close of his life Joshua would remind the people of this (23:14); and 

Solomon reminded them of it when he dedicated the temple (1 Kings 8:56). 

  

As the people of God, we can claim these assurances by faith. God’s covenant with us is not going to fail; God’s power 

and wisdom can give us victory over every foe; and God’s promises can be trusted, no matter what the circumstances may 

be. 

  

The covenant of God, the power of God, the promises of God—these are the spiritual resources we can depend on as we 

claim our inheritance in Jesus Christ. 

  

When the Battle’s Over Joshua 22 
Historical recordings and videos let us remember VE-Day, May 8, 1945, when we heard President Truman announce over 

the radio: “General Eisenhower informs me that the forces of Germany have surrendered to the United Nations. The flags 

of freedom fly all over Europe.” 

  

J-Day, August 14, 1945, when the downtown area of our city was jammed with people and total strangers were hugging 

one another and cheering. The Japanese had agreed to the Allied terms of surrender, and the war was over. My two 

brothers serving in the Marine Corps would be coming home! 

  

The soldiers from the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh must have been especially euphoric when the 

Jewish conquest of Canaan ended. For over seven years they had been away from their families on the other side of the 

Jordan, and now the victorious soldiers were free to go home. 

But their return home was not without incident. In fact, what they did, well-meaning as it was, almost provoked another 

war. Let’s consider the events involved and the lessons we can learn from them. 

  

1. THEIR HONORABLE DISCHARGE (JOSH. 22:1-8) 
“In defeat unbeatable; in victory unbearable.” That’s the way Sir Winston Churchill described a British army officer 

famous in the Second World War.  

  

The first half of the description would apply to Joshua, because he knew how to win victory out of defeat. But the last half 

doesn’t apply at all; for as commander of the Lord’s army, Joshua was magnanimous in the way he treated his troops after 

the victory. An Italian proverb says, “It’s the blood of the soldier that makes the general great.” But this general made his 

soldiers great! This is clearly seen in the way he discharged the tribes who lived on the east side of the Jordan. 

  

He commended them (Josh. 22:1-3). 
These two and a half tribes had promised Moses that they would remain in the army until all the land was conquered, and 

they kept their promise (Num. 32; Deut. 3:12-20). After the death of Moses, they pledged that same loyalty to Joshua, 

their new leader (Josh. 1:12-18). These tribes had been loyal to Moses, to Joshua, and to their brothers from the other 

tribes. “For a long time now—to this very day—you have not deserted your brothers but have carried out the mission the 

Lord your God gave you” (22:3, NIV). 

  

Why had they been so loyal to their leaders and fellow soldiers? Because they were first of all loyal to the Lord their God. 

It was His mission they were carrying out and His name they were seeking to glorify. In the service of the Lord, far above 

our devotion to a leader, a cause, or even a nation is our devotion to the Lord. “And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to 

the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the 

Lord Christ” (Col. 3:23-24, NKJV). 

  

He discharged them (Josh. 22:4). 
Having fulfilled their mission and kept their promise, the tribes were now free to go home; for God had given His people 

rest. The concept of rest is important in the Book of Joshua and means much more than simply the end of the war. The 

word carries with it the meaning of both victory and security, and it involved Israel having their “resting place” in the 

land. God promised to give His people rest (Ex. 33:14; Deut. 12:9-10; 25:19; Josh. 1:13, 15), and He kept His promise 

(11:23; 14:15; 21:44; 22:4; 23:1). 
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The spiritual application of this rest for God’s people today is made in Hebrews 3 and 4. When we trust Christ as Savior, 

we enter into rest because we’re no longer at war with God (Rom. 5:1). When we yield ourselves completely to Him and 

claim our inheritance by faith, we enter into a deeper rest and enjoy our spiritual riches in Christ. (See Matt. 11:28-30 for 

our Lord’s invitation.) When we come to Him, He gives us rest. When we take His yoke of discipleship, we find that 

deeper rest. 

  

Imagine what it would be like for these soldiers to return home after being away for so many years! Think of the love they 

would experience, the joys they would find, the treasures they would share! That’s just a small picture of what happens 

when the children of God enter into the rest God gives to those who will yield their all to Him and trust His Word. 

  

He admonished them (Josh. 22:5). 
Like any good leader, Joshua was more concerned about the spiritual walk of his people than anything else. The army had 

experienced victory in Canaan because Joshua loved the Lord and obeyed His Word (1:7-8), and that would be the “open 

secret” of Israel’s continued peace and prosperity. Just as they had been diligent in battle, obeying their commander, so 

they must be diligent in worship, obeying the Lord their God. This was the promise each of the tribes made to the Lord at 

Mt. Gerizim and Mt. Ebal. 

  

The motive for their obedience had to be love for the Lord their God. If they loved Him, then they would delight in 

walking in all His ways and obeying all His commandments. Instead of trying to serve two masters, they would cling 

(cleave) to the Lord and serve Him alone, with all their heart and soul. Jesus said this was the first and greatest 

commandment (Matt. 22:36-38); therefore, to disobey it would mean to commit the greatest sin. “If you love Me, keep 

My commandments” (John 14:15, NKJV). 

  

He blessed them (Josh. 22:6-8). 
It was the ministry of the high priest to bless God’s people (Num. 6:22-27), but the common people could invoke God’s 

blessing on others, especially a leader upon his people or a father upon his family (Gen. 27:4; 48:9; 2 Sam. 6:18, 20; 1 

Kings 8:55). What a sight to see a great general asking God’s blessing on his troops! 

  

But this blessing also involved sharing the rich spoils of battle with them and their family members back home. It was the 

custom in Israel that those who stayed home, or who couldn’t participate in the battle for some good reason, also shared 

the spoils (Num. 31:25-27; 1 Sam. 30:23-25). After all, these people had protected the home cities and kept the machinery 

of the community going while the men had been out fighting, and it was only fair that they share in the spoils. 

Indeed, for the two and a half tribes that lived east of the Jordan, it was an honorable discharge. 

  

2. THEIR HONEST CONCERN (JOSH. 22:9-10) 
As the men of Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh made their way east and passed landmarks that brought back 

memories of the great things God had done, their hearts began to disturb them. Happy as they were to be going home, it 

wasn’t easy to say good-bye to their brothers and leave behind the nearness of the priesthood and the tabernacle. They 

were leaving the land that God had promised to bless. Yes, they were going home to the land that they had chosen for 

themselves; but somehow they began to feel isolated from the nation of Israel. 

  

When you read and ponder Numbers 32, you discover that there is no record that Moses consulted the Lord about this 

decision. The thing Moses was most concerned about was that the men of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh do their share in 

fighting the enemy and conquering the Promised Land; and this they agreed to do. Moses’ first response was that of anger 

mingled with fear, lest God judge the nation as He had at Kadesh Barnea. Perhaps this first reaction was the right one. 

  

There’s no question that Canaan was God’s appointed land for His people; anything short of Canaan wasn’t what He 

wanted for them. The two and a half tribes made their decision, not on the basis of spiritual values, but on the basis of 

material gain; for the land east of the Jordan was ideal for raising cattle. I’m reminded of the decision Lot made when he 

pitched his tent toward Sodom (Gen. 13:10-11). In both instances, the people walked by sight and not by faith. 

  

By making this decision, the people of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh divided the nation and separated themselves from the 

blessings of the land of Canaan. They were farther away from the tabernacle and closer to the enemy. You’ll recall that 

Egypt represents the world and Canaan the believer’s inheritance in Christ. The wilderness wanderings represent the 
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experience of believers who don’t enter by faith into the rest God has for them (Heb. 3-4). The two and a half tribes 

portray believers who have experienced the blessings and battles of Canaan—their inheritance in Christ—but prefer to 

live on the border, outside God’s appointed place of blessing. 

  

“Faith can never be satisfied with anything short of the true position and portion of God’s people,” wrote C.H. MacIntosh 

in his Notes on Numbers. “An undecided, half-and-half Christian is more inconsistent than an open, out-and-out worldling 

or infidel” (pp. 457, 460). 

  

How did they decide to solve the problem which they themselves had created? By building a large altar of stones by the 

Jordan River, on the Canaan side, as a reminder to everybody that the two and a half tribes also belonged to the nation of 

Israel. Had these tribes been living in the land of Canaan where they belonged, nobody would have questioned their 

nationality. But living outside the land, they gave the impression that they were not Israelites. 

  

This is now the eighth memorial erected in Canaan (Josh. 4:9, 20-24; 7:26; 8:29-32 [three memorials]; 10:27). But it’s 

unfortunate when believers have to resort to artificial means to let people know they’re God’s people.  

  

In recent years we’ve seen a spate of “religious” bumper stickers, jewelry, decals, and other items (including mirrors and 

combs with Bible verses on them), all of which are supposed to help identify the owners with Jesus Christ. While these 

things might occasionally open doors of opportunity for witness, how much better it would be if our Spirit-led conduct 

and speech made the lost sit up and take notice. When we’re living as God wants us to live, we’re salt and light; and the 

Lord uses our witness for His glory. 

  

If the people of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh faithfully attended the feasts in Jerusalem (Ex. 23:17), honored the Lord by 

obeying His Word, and talked about His Word in their homes (Deut. 6:6-9), they would be able to raise their children to 

know and serve the Lord. The altar on the Jordan bank, however, was no guarantee of such success. 

  

3. THEIR HUMBLE SUBMISSION (JOSH. 22:11-29) 

The alarm (Josh. 22:11-14). 
The word traveled quickly that the tribes east of the Jordan had erected an altar. While these Transjordanic tribes had been 

very sincere in what they did, their action was misunderstood; and the other tribes prepared for possible war. But wisely, 

they waited while an official delegation investigated what was going on. “He who answers a matter before he hears it, it is 

folly and shame to him” (Prov. 18:13, NKJV). 

  

The delegation of ten princes, one from each tribe, was led by Phinehas, the son of the high priest, a man who had already 

proved himself courageous in defending the Law of the Lord (Num. 25; Ps. 106:30-31). It was the responsibility of the 

tribal leaders and the priests to investigate every situation in Israel that appeared to be a breach of the Law (Deut. 13). 

God had instructed the Jews to destroy the altars of the heathen nations in Canaan and not to build altars of their own. 

There was to be one altar of sacrifice at the one sanctuary that God had appointed (Deut. 12; Lev. 17:8-9). 

  

The appeal (Josh. 22:15-20). 
It’s likely that Phinehas made the speech, but note that his address represented the agreement of all the tribes. Phinehas 

called what they had done a trespass (vv. 16, 20, 22 [transgression, KJV], 31), which means “an act of treachery.” Joshua 

had commended these two and a half tribes for their loyalty, and now they had proved faithless. They had turned away 

(vv. 16, 18, 23, 29), which meant they were no longer following the Lord (see v. 5). This word carries the idea of 

“backsliding,” gradually moving away from the Lord. 

  

The strongest word used was rebel (vv. 16, 18-19 [twice], 22, 29), which means deliberately resisting God’s will and 

disobeying His Law. In building an unauthorized altar, these two and a half tribes were guilty of apostacy. “For rebellion 

is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” (1 Sam. 15:23). 

  

From the nation’s recent history Phinehas cited two serious cases of rebellion as warning to these tribes. The first was the 

participation of Israel in the heathen rites of the Moabites, when the men committed harlotry with the Moabite women 

(Josh. 22:17; Num. 25). As a result, 24,000 people died. The second was the sin of Achan after the victory at Jericho, 
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when he deliberately took the spoils that belonged to the Lord (Josh. 22:20; see Josh. 7). His sin led to defeat at Ai and the 

deaths of thirty-six Jewish soldiers. It also led to his own death and that of the members of his family. 

  

The delegation gave a wise word of counsel: “Come over and dwell with us, because we have the Lord’s tabernacle in our 

land” (22:19, paraphrase). No man-made altar could substitute for the presence of the Lord among His people in His 

tabernacle. It’s too bad the two and a half tribes didn’t take this advice and claim their inheritance within the land that God 

had promised to bless (Deut. 11:10-32). 

  

The argument (Josh. 22:21-29). 
The accused tribes invoked the name of the Lord six times as they replied to the charges; and in so doing, they used the 

three fundamental names for the Lord: “El [the Mighty One], Elohim [God], Jehovah [the Lord].” It was a solemn oath 

that their intentions were pure and that the Lord knew their hearts. 

  

Of course, the fact that the Lord knows our hearts, and that we’ve taken an oath, is no guarantee that our actions are right, 

because we don’t know our own hearts (Jer. 17:9). All sorts of questionable activities can be shielded by, “But the Lord 

knows my heart!” Paul gives us the right approach in 2 Corinthians 8:21; “For we are taking pains to do what is right, not 

only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of men” (NIV). When a whole nation misinterprets what is supposed to be 

a good deed, and it brings them to the brink of war, then there must be something wrong with that deed. 

  

The accused tribes made it clear that they weren’t setting up a rival religion because the altar they built wasn’t for 

sacrifices. Rather, they were putting up a witness that would remind the tribes west of the Jordan that Reuben, Gad, and 

Manasseh were a part of the Jewish nation. 

  

It’s interesting that the Transjordanic tribes pointed to the children as their concern. But it wasn’t their children who 

would ask, “What have we to do with the Lord God of Israel?” No, their children would be provoked by the children of 

the tribes in Canaan! Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh were not even living in the land of God’s choice, yet they feared lest the 

children across the river would lead their children astray! It seems to me that the danger was just the opposite. 

  

Not only did the Transjordanic tribes accuse their fellow Jews of having worldly children, but they even accused God of 

creating the problem in the first place! “For the Lord has made the Jordan a border between you and us” (Josh. 22:25, 

NKJV). No! They were the ones who had made the Jordan River the dividing line! In choosing to live east of the Jordan, 

the two and a half tribes separated themselves from their own people and from the land God had given to all of them. 

They put their cattle ahead of their children and their fellow Jews, but they blamed God and the other tribes for the 

problem that they created. 

  

But what kind of “witness” was this huge pile of stones? Was it a witness to the unity of the nation and to the obedience of 

the Transjordanic tribes? No, it was a witness to expediency, the wisdom of man in trying to enjoy “the best of both 

worlds.” The two and a half tribes talked piously about their children, but it was their wealth that really motivated their 

decision to live east of the Jordan. 

  

Somewhere near this “witness altar” were the twelve stones that the men had carried from the midst of the Jordan River 

(4:20-24). It reminded the Jews that they had crossed the river and buried their past forever. Reuben, Gad, and the half 

tribe of Manasseh had crossed the river and gone back again. Their “altar” contradicted the altar that Joshua had erected 

to the glory of God. “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the 

right hand of God” (Col. 3:1, NKJV). 

  

4. THEIR HAPPY AGREEMENT (JOSH. 22:30-34) 
Phinehas was pleased, the delegation was pleased, and the Children of Israel across the Jordan were pleased; but was the 

Lord pleased? The delegation rejoiced that the purpose of the altar was for witness and not sacrifice, and this seemed to 

settle the matter. They rejoiced that God wouldn’t send judgment to the land (v. 31) and that there would be no civil war 

in Israel (v. 33). But the nation was divided, in spite of the “altar of witness.” Like Abraham and Lot (Gen. 13), part of the 

nation had a spiritual outlook while the other part was concerned with material things. 
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“Peace at any price” isn’t God’s will for His people. This decision in Gilead was made on the basis of human wisdom and 

not God’s truth. “But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable” (James 3:17, italics mine). The peace 

that God’s people achieve at the price of purity and truth is only a dangerous truce that eventually explodes into painful 

division. There is always a place in human relations for loving conciliation, but never for cowardly compromise. “I charge 

you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels that you observe these things without prejudice, doing 

nothing with partiality” (1 Tim. 5:21, NKJV). 

  

The Transjordanic tribes named their altar “A witness between us that the Lord is God” (NIV). (The Hebrew word edh 

means “witness.”) But if the Lord is God, why didn’t they obey Him and live in the land He had appointed for them? The 

stones may have been a witness, but the people certainly were not. Surrounded by heathen nations and separated from 

their brothers and sisters across the river, these tribes quickly fell into idolatry and were eventually taken by Assyria (1 

Chron. 5:25-26). 

  

On September 30, 1938, British Prime Minister Sir Neville Chamberlain, just back from Germany, told a gathering at 10 

Downing Street: “My good friends, this is the second time in our history that there has come back from Germany to 

Downing Street peace with honor. I believe it is peace for our time. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts. And now 

I recommend you to go home and sleep quietly in your beds.” Less than a year later, England was at war with Germany; 

and World War II had burst upon the world. 

  

Church history is replete with agreements and accords that magnified unity over purity and truth, and therefore never 

lasted. Whether in our personal relationships in our homes and churches, or in our nation, the only peace that lasts is peace 

that is based on truth and purity. It’s a peace that demands sacrifice and courage, and a willingness to stand up for God’s 

Word; but the results are worth it. 

  

The well-known Bible commentator, Matthew Henry, said it best: “Peace is such a precious jewel that I would give 

anything for it but truth.” 

  

The Way of All the Earth Joshua 23-24 
The well-known psychoanalyst Eric Fromm wrote in Man for Himself, “To die is poignantly bitter, but the idea of having 

to die without having lived is unbearable.” 

  

Joshua the son of Nun had lived! His long life started in Egyptian bondage and ended in a worship service in the Promised 

Land. In between those events God had used him to lead Israel in defeating the enemy, conquering the land, and claiming 

the promised inheritance. With the Apostle Paul, Joshua could sincerely say, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished 

my course, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7, KJV). 

  

Joshua was about to go “the way of all the earth” (Josh. 23:14), the way you and I must go if the Lord doesn’t return first. 

But at the end of a long and full life, Joshua’s greatest concern wasn’t himself. His greatest concern was his people and 

their relationship to the Lord. He didn’t want to leave until he had challenged them once again to love the Lord and keep 

His commandments. His life’s work would be in vain if they failed to keep the covenant and enjoy the blessings of the 

Promised Land. 

  

He first called a meeting of the leaders of the nation (v. 2), either at Shiloh or at his home in Ephraim, and warned them 

what would happen if they deserted the Lord. Then he gathered “all the tribes of Israel to Shechem” (24:1) and gave a 

farewell address which reviewed the history of Israel, starting with Abraham, and challenged the people to love the Lord 

and serve Him alone. In these two addresses Joshua emphasized three important topics. 

  

1. ISRAEL’S FUTURE DANGERS (JOSH. 23:1-16) 
Having assembled the leaders of the nation, Joshua presented them with two scenarios: Obey the Lord, and He will bless 

you and keep you in the land; disobey Him, and He will judge you and remove you from the land. These were the terms of 

the covenant God had made with Israel at Mt. Sinai, which Moses had repeated on the Plains of Moab, and which Israel 

had reaffirmed at Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim. 
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Joshua’s emphasis was on possessing the land (v. 5) and enjoying its blessings (vv. 13, 15-16). While Israel had gained 

control of Canaan, there still remained territory to possess and pockets of resistance to overcome. (See 13:1-13; 15:63; 

16:10; 17:12-13; 18:3; Judges 1-2.) The task of the tribes wasn’t finished! The great danger, of course, was that the people 

of Israel would gradually change their attitudes toward the pagan nations around them and start accepting their ways and 

imitating them. 

  

To counteract this danger, Joshua gave the people three strong motives for remaining a separated people and serving the 

Lord faithfully. 

  

What the Lord did for Israel (Josh. 23:3-4). 
From the day that Israel left Egypt, the Lord had fought for His people and delivered them from their enemies. He 

drowned the Egyptian army in the sea and then defeated the Amalekites who attacked the Jews soon after they left Egypt 

(Ex. 17). The Lord defeated all of Israel’s enemies as the nation marched toward Canaan, and He gave His people victory 

over the nations in the Promised Land. 

  

This review of history reminded Israel of two great facts: Those Gentile nations were God’s enemies and therefore must 

be Israel’s enemies; and the same God who overcame the enemy in the past could help Israel overcome them in the future. 

God had never failed His people; and, if they would trust Him and obey His Word, He would help them completely 

conquer the land. “For the Lord your God is He who has fought for you” (Josh. 23:3, NKJV). 

  

This is a good reminder to God’s people today. As we read the Bible and see what God did in the past for those who 

trusted Him, it encourages us to trust Him today and face all our enemies with courage and confidence. The Presbyterian 

missionary leader A.T. Pierson used to say that “history is His story”; and this is true. From age to age, God may change 

His methods; but His character never changes, and He can be trusted. 

  

What the Lord said to Israel (Josh. 23:5-10). 
The secret of Joshua’s success, and therefore the reason for Israel’s victories, was his devotion to the Word of God (vv. 6, 

14; see 1:7-9, 13-18; 8:30-35; 11:12, 15; 24:26-27). He obeyed God’s commandments and believed God’s promises, and 

God worked on his behalf. But even more, his devotion to the Word of God enabled Joshua to get to know God better, to 

love Him, and to want to please Him. It isn’t enough to know the Word of God. We must also know the God of the Word 

and grow in our fellowship with Him. 

  

God kept all His promises, and He had every right to expect Israel to keep all His commandments as well. Some of God’s 

promises are unconditional, but some of them are conditional and depend on our obedience for their fulfillment. Israel 

entered and conquered the land as the fulfillment of God’s promise, but their enjoyment of the land depended on their 

obedience to the Law of the Lord. God would enable them to claim all their inheritance if they would obey Him with all 

their hearts. 

  

The most important thing was that Israel remain a separated people and not be infected by the wickedness of the Gentile 

nations around them (23:7-8; see Ex. 34:10-17; Deut. 7:2-4). Joshua warned them that their disobedience would be a 

gradual thing. First they would associate with these nations in a familiar way; then they would start discussing their 

religious practices; and before long Israel would be worshiping the false gods of the enemy. The Jewish men would then 

start marrying women from these pagan nations, and the line of separation between God’s people and the world would be 

completely erased. Imagine the folly of worshiping the gods of the defeated enemy! 

  

All of us feel the pressures of the world around us, trying to force us to conform (Rom. 12:1-21; 1 John 2:15-17); and it 

takes courage to defy the crowd and stay true to the Lord (Josh. 23:7). But it also takes love for the Lord and a desire to 

please Him (v. 8). The word translated “cleave” in verse 8 is used in Genesis 2:24 to describe a husband’s relationship to 

his wife. Israel was “married” to Jehovah at Mt. Sinai (Jer. 2:1-3; Ezek. 16) and was expected to be a faithful spouse and 

cleave to the Lord (Deut. 4:4; 10:20; 11:22; 13:4). How tragic that she became an unfaithful wife, a prostitute, as she 

turned to the gods of other nations. 

  

The promise in Joshua 23:10 is quoted from Deuteronomy 32:30, which shows how well Joshua knew the Word of God. 

(See also Lev. 26:7-8.) He meditated on God’s Word day and night (Josh. 1:8; Ps. 1:2) and hid it in his heart (Ps. 119:11). 
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 What the Lord would do to Israel (Josh. 23:11-16). 
The Word of God is like a two-edged sword (Heb. 4:12): If we obey it, God will bless and help us; if we disobey it, God 

will chasten us until we submit to Him. If we love the Lord (Josh. 23:11), we’ll want to obey Him and please Him; so the 

essential thing is that we cultivate a satisfying relationship with God. 

  

Joshua reminded the people that God’s Word never fails, whether it’s the Word of promise for blessing or the Word of 

promise for chastening. Both are evidences of His love, for “whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth” (Prov. 3:11-12; Heb. 

12:6). Charles Spurgeon said, “God will not allow His children to sin successfully.” 

  

Moses had warned Israel against compromising with the evil nations in the land (Ex. 23:20-33; 34:10-17; Deut. 7:12-26), 

and Joshua reaffirmed that warning (Josh. 23:13). If Israel began to mingle with these nations, two things would happen: 

God would remove His blessing, and Israel would be defeated; and these nations would bring distress and defeat to Israel. 

Joshua used vivid words like snares, traps, scourges, and thorns to impress the Jews with the suffering they would 

experience if they disobeyed the Lord. The final stroke of chastening would be Israel’s removal from their land to a land 

of exile. After all, if you want to live and worship like the Gentiles, then live with the Gentiles! This happened when God 

permitted Babylon to conquer Judah, destroy Jerusalem, and take thousands of the Jews into exile in Babylon. 

  

Three times in this brief address Joshua called Canaan “this good land” (vv. 13, 15-16). When God called Moses at the 

burning bush, He promised to take Israel into a “good land” (Ex. 3:8); and Joshua and Caleb described Canaan as “a good 

land” after forty days of investigation (Num. 14:7). In his farewell message Moses used the phrase “good land” at least ten 

times (Deut. 1:25, 35; 3:25; 4:21-22; 6:18; 8:7, 10; 9:6; 11:17). The argument is obvious: Since God has given us such a 

good land, the least we can do is live to please Him. 

  

Meditating on the goodness of God is a strong motivation for obedience. James connects the goodness of God with our 

resisting of temptation (James 1:13-17), and Nathan took the same approach when he confronted King David with his sins 

(2 Sam. 12:1-15). It was not his own badness but his father’s goodness that brought the prodigal son to repentance and 

then back home (Luke 15:17). “The goodness of God leads you to repentance” (Rom. 2:4, NKJV). The danger is that the 

material blessings from the Lord can so possess our hearts that we focus on the gifts and forget the Giver, and this leads to 

sin (Deut. 8). 

  

Joshua’s three main admonitions in this address need to be heeded by God’s people today: Keep God’s Word (Josh. 23:6), 

cleave to the Lord (v. 8), and love the Lord (v. 11). Too many Christians have not only compromised with the enemy but 

also have capitulated to the enemy, and the Lord is not first in their lives. 

  

2. ISRAEL’S PAST BLESSINGS (JOSH. 24:1-13) 
In the April 15, 1978 issue of Saturday Review, the late author and editor Norman Cousins called history “a vast early 

warning system”; and philosopher George Santayana said, “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat 

it.”  

  

A knowledge of their roots is very important to the Jews because they are God’s chosen people with a destiny to fulfill in 

this world. 

  

Shechem was the ideal location for this moving farewell address by Israel’s great leader. It was at Shechem that God 

promised Abraham that his descendants would inherit the land (Gen. 12:6-7), and there Jacob built an altar (33:20). 

Shechem was located between Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim, where the people of Israel had reaffirmed their commitment to 

the Lord (Josh. 8:30-35). Shechem was indeed “holy ground” to the Israelites. 

  

If nation and land were the key words in Joshua’s first address, then the Lord is the major focus in this second address; for 

Joshua refers to the Lord twenty-one times. In fact, in 24:2-13, it is the Lord who speaks as Joshua reviews the history of 

the nation. Another key word is serve, used fifteen times in this address. Jehovah gave them their land and would bless 

them in their land if they loved Him and served Him. 

  

God chose Israel (Josh. 24:1-4). 



 144 

Abraham and his family were idolaters when God called Abraham to leave Ur of the Chaldees and go to Canaan (Gen. 

11:27-12:9). “The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham,” declared Stephen in his own farewell speech (Acts 

7:2), reminding the Jews that their national identity was an act of God’s grace. Abraham didn’t seek after God and 

discover Him; it was God who came to Abraham! There was nothing special about the Jews that God should choose them 

(Deut. 7:1-11; 26:1-11; 32:10); and this fact should have kept them humble and obedient. 

  

“You did not choose Me,” Jesus told His disciples, “but I chose you and appointed you” (John 15:16, NKJV). Believers 

were chosen in Christ “before the foundation of the world” (Eph. 1:4) and are called “God’s elect” (Rom. 8:33; Titus 1:1). 

One of my professors in seminary used to say, “Try to explain election and you may lose your mind, but explain it away 

and you may lose your soul.” No matter what “school” of theology we belong to, all of us must admit that God takes the 

first step in our salvation. 

  

Abraham’s firstborn son was Ishmael (Gen. 16), but God rejected him and gave His covenant to Isaac, the child of 

Abraham and Sarah’s old age (17-18, 21). Isaac had two sons, Jacob and Esau; and God chose Jacob. Paul called these 

choices God’s purpose “according to election” (Rom. 9:11). Esau became the ancestor of the Edomites in Mount Seir, and 

Jacob became the father of the twelve tribes of Israel. Eventually, the Children of Israel went to Egypt, where God made 

them into a great nation. 

  

One of the repeated titles for God in the Book of Joshua is “the Lord God of Israel,” used fifteen times (7:13, 19-20; 8:30; 

9:18-19; 10:40, 42; 13:14, 33; 14:14; 22:16, 24; 24:2, 23). The Jews were indeed an elect and a special people; for the 

Lord of heaven chose to associate His great name with them and be their God. 

  

God delivered Israel (Josh. 24:5-7). 
God sent Joseph ahead to Egypt to preserve the nation during the famine (Ps. 105:16-22), and then He sent Moses and 

Aaron to deliver the nation from bondage (vv. 23-45). Egypt had been saved from starvation because of the Jews; but 

instead of being grateful, the rulers of Egypt eventually enslaved the Jews and made their lives bitter (Ex. 3:7-9). All of 

this was a fulfillment of what God had promised to Abraham centuries before (Gen. 15:1-17), but their suffering in Egypt 

only made the Israelites multiply more. 

  

God judged the gods and rulers of Egypt by sending ten plagues to the land, climaxing with the death of the firstborn (Ex. 

7-12). Only then did stubborn Pharaoh give the Jews permission to leave the land, but then he changed his mind and sent 

his army after them. God not only brought His people out, but He also led them through the Red Sea and drowned the 

Egyptian army in its waters (chaps. 14-15). 

  

God instructed His people to observe the Passover as an annual reminder of their redemption from Egyptian bondage 

(chaps. 12-13). In his farewell speech Moses frequently reminded the Jews that they had once been slaves in Egypt but the 

Lord had set them free (5:15; 6:12; 8:14; 13:5, 10; 15:15; 16:3, 6; 20:1; 24:22). It does a believer good to remember what 

it was like to be in bondage to sin and then to rejoice in the redemption that was purchased so dearly for us on the cross. 

It’s a dangerous thing to take the gift of salvation for granted. 

  

God guided Israel (Josh. 24:8-10). 
God brought Israel out that He might bring them in (Deut. 6:23). His goal for them was the Promised Land, but their sin at 

Kadesh Barnea caused them to wander in the wilderness until the old unbelieving generation had died off. As Israel 

marched behind the ark of God, the Lord defeated their enemies. When Balaam tried to curse Israel, God turned the curse 

into a blessing (Num. 22-24; Deut. 23:5; Neh. 13:2). Whether Satan came against Israel as the lion (the army of the 

Amorites) or as the serpent (the curses of Balaam), the Lord defeated him. 

  

God gave them their land (Josh. 24:11-13). 
The same God who took Israel through the Red Sea also took them across the Jordan River and into their inheritance. 

Except for a temporary defeat at Ai (Josh. 7), and a humiliating compromise with Gibeon (chap. 9), Joshua and his army 

defeated every enemy in the land because the Lord was with them. 

  

The “hornet” mentioned in 24:12 (see Ex. 23:28; Deut. 7:20) may have been the insect whose sting is extremely painful, 

but it’s possible that the word is an image of something else. Invading armies are compared to bees (Deut. 1:44; Ps. 
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118:12; Isa. 7:18), and some students think that’s the meaning here. God sent other armies into Canaan to weaken the 

people and prepare them for the invasion of Israel. 

  

But perhaps the hornets better represent the reports that came to Canaan of Israel’s conquests, reports that frightened and 

almost paralyzed the inhabitants of the land. The words of Rahab describe the panic of the Canaanites because of what 

they heard about Israel: “And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more 

courage in any man, because of you” (Josh. 2:11; see 5:1 and 9:24). God had promised to do this and He kept His promise 

(Deut. 2:25). 

  

In Joshua 24:13, God’s words remind us of what Moses said to Israel in Deuteronomy 6:10ff. Once again, the emphasis is 

on the goodness of God and all that He did for Israel because He loved them. When the Jews started taking their blessings 

for granted, they began drifting away from sincere worship of the Lord. A grateful heart is a strong defense against the 

devil’s temptations. 

  

3. ISRAEL’S PRESENT RESPONSIBILITIES (JOSH. 24:14-33) 
One of the key words in this section is serve, used fifteen times. To serve God means to fear Him, obey Him, and worship 

only Him. It means to love Him and fix your heart upon Him, obeying Him because you want to and not because you have 

to. 

  

Decision (Josh. 24:14-18). 
Joshua made it clear that the people of Israel had to make a decision to serve the Lord God of Israel. There could be no 

neutrality. But if they served the Lord, then they would have to get rid of the false gods that some of them secretly were 

worshiping. Even after the great experience of the Exodus, some of the Jews still sacrificed to the gods of Egypt (Lev. 

17:7; Amos 5:25-26; Acts 7:42-43; Ezek. 20:6-8). Jacob had given this same warning to his family (Gen. 35:2), and 

Samuel would give the same admonition in his day (1 Sam. 7:3ff). 

  

Joshua wasn’t suggesting that the people could choose to worship the false gods of the land, and God would accept it; for 

there was no other option but to serve Jehovah. Being a wise and spiritual man, Joshua knew that everybody must worship 

something or someone, whether they realized it or not, because humanity is “incurably religious.” If the Jews didn’t 

worship the true God, they would end up worshiping the false gods of the wicked nations in Canaan. His point was that 

they couldn’t do both. 

  

The people assured Joshua that they wanted to worship and serve only the Lord God of Israel, and they gave their reasons. 

The Lord had delivered them from Egypt, brought them through the wilderness, and taken them into their Promised Land. 

(The first half of Joshua’s address [Josh. 24:1-13] had made an impression on them!) Joshua had declared that he and his 

house would serve only the Lord (v. 15), and the people said, “Therefore will we also serve the Lord; for he is our God” 

(v. 18). 

  

Devotion (Josh. 24:19-28). 
When the former generation had met the Lord at Mt. Sinai, they had said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do” (Ex. 

19:8, NKJV). But a few weeks later, they were worshiping a golden calf! Joshua knew that it was easy for the people to 

promise obedience to the Lord, but it was quite something else for them to actually do it. His stern words were meant to 

curb their overconfidence and make them look honestly into their own hearts (Josh. 24:19). 

  

Israel was “married” to Jehovah, and He would not tolerate any rivals in their hearts. He is a jealous God (Ex. 20:5) and a 

holy God, and He could never permit them to be divided in their loyalty. Just as a husband and wife are faithful to their 

marriage vows and jealously guard their mate’s affection, so Israel and the Lord had to be faithful to each other. 

  

Joshua warned them what would happen if they didn’t get rid of their idols: They would eventually forsake the Lord, and 

then He would have to chasten them. They would lose all the blessings He had so graciously given them in the Promised 

Land. Their great need was to cleanse their hearts of allegiance to other gods and to incline their hearts only to the Lord 

(Josh. 24:23). If they persisted in their hidden disloyalty, God would not forgive them (Ex. 23:21) but would punish them 

for their sins. 
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Three times the people affirmed their desire to serve only the Lord (Josh. 24:16-18, 21, 24), and Joshua took them at their 

word. So that they wouldn’t forget this solemn covenant with Jehovah, Joshua wrote it in the Book of the Law and then 

set up a large stone as a perpetual witness to their agreement. This is the ninth and last memorial mentioned in the Book of 

Joshua. The nine memorials are: 

1.   The stones in the midst of the Jordan (4:9). 

2.   The stones on the western bank of the Jordan (4:20-24). 

3.   The stones in the Valley of Achor (7:26). 

4.   The heap of stones at Ai (8:29). 

5.   The altar on Mt. Ebal (8:30). 

6.   The stones of the law on Mt. Ebal (8:32). 

7.   The stones at the cave at Makkedah (10:27). 

8.   The altar built by the Transjordanic tribes (22:10ff). 

9.   Joshua’s stone of witness (24:26-28). 

  

There’s certainly nothing unbiblical about God’s people memorializing a wonderful event or a sacred decision, so long as 

the memorial doesn’t become the focus of idolatrous worship. It’s good to remember what the Lord did and how we 

responded, but we must never live in the past. Religious traditions can be helpful or hurtful, depending on how we use 

them. 

  

The book closes with three burials. Joshua died at the age of 110 and was buried in his own inheritance. Eleazar the high 

priest (Num. 20:28) died and was also buried in Ephraim, near Shiloh, where his son Phinehas had property. The bones of 

Joseph were buried in Shechem in the plot of ground Jacob had bought from Hamor (Gen. 33:19). Shechem became an 

important city for Ephraim and Manasseh, who were the two sons of Joseph. Thus it was fitting that their great ancestor be 

buried there. (See Gen. 50:25; Ex. 13:19; Heb. 11:22.) 

  

Moses had named Joshua as his successor, but it’s significant that God didn’t tell Joshua to appoint a successor. The 

elders who had served with Joshua guided the nation after his death, but then the people went astray and began to disobey 

the Lord and worship the false gods of the Canaanites (Judges 2:6-15). Why didn’t the next generation know the Lord and 

what He had done for Israel? Because the people of Joshua’s generation failed to keep their promise and teach their 

children and grandchildren to fear and serve the Lord. 

  

God kept His promise and chastened His people, first by bringing other nations into the land (vv. 14-19), and then by 

taking the Jews out of their land, the Northern Kingdom to Assyria and the Southern Kingdom to Babylon. But one day 

the Lord will regather His people Israel and establish them in their land (Isa. 11-12; 51-52; Ezek. 36:24ff). Then “the earth 

shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14). 
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Studies in the Life of Joshua 

A Great Life in Review 

  
In his Autobiography, Mark Twain wrote: “Biographies are but the clothes and buttons of the man—the biography of the 

man himself cannot be written.” 
  
The Book of Joshua is not a biography of Joshua in the strictest sense, but it certainly tells us a great deal about this godly 

man.  
  
1. JOSHUA’S PREPARATION 
When God wants to accomplish something, He prepares a servant for the task and prepares the task for His servant. The 

Lord invested 17 years preparing Joseph for His work in Egypt and 80 years getting Moses ready for 40 years of ministry 

to the people of Israel. David experienced many years of trials and testings before he ascended the throne of Israel. “A 

prepared servant for a prepared place” is God’s approach to ministry. 
  
What were some of the “tools” God used to prepare Joshua for his ministry? 
  
Suffering. 
Joshua was born into Egyptian slavery and knew what it was to suffer. In Exodus 3:7-9, the Lord’s words make it clear 

that the Jews experienced great affliction in Egypt and cried out to God for deliverance. Nevertheless they had at least 

three encouragements as they suffered:  

1. God’s promise to Abraham that his descendants would inherit the land (Gen. 12:7);  
2. God’s prophecy concerning their deliverance from bondage (15:12-17; see Deut. 4:20);  
3. Joseph’s words concerning Israel’s deliverance and possession of the Promised Land (Gen. 50:22-26).  

  
God’s pattern for life is that suffering must come before glory. This was true of our Savior (Luke 24:26; 1 Peter 1:11) and 

it is true of His people (1 Peter 4:13; 5:10). When we suffer in the will of God and depend on His grace, that suffering has 

a maturing and purifying effect on our lives.  
  
Sadly, we have too many leaders today who proudly display their medals, but they can’t show you any scars. Our Lord’s 

Calvary wounds are now glorified in heaven, eternal reminders that suffering and glory go together in the purposes of 

God. 
  
Of itself, suffering doesn’t make people better. Sometimes it makes them bitter. But when suffering is mixed with faith 

and God’s grace, then it becomes a wonderful tool for building godly character (2 Cor. 12:1-10).  
  
If suffering alone gave people wisdom and character, then our world would be a far better place, because everybody 

suffers in one way or another. When we accept our suffering as a gift from God and use it for His glory, then it can work 

in us and for us to accomplish the will of God. 
  
Submission. 
Joshua knew how to submit to authority. As leader of the Jewish army, he followed Moses’ orders and defeated the 

Amalekites (Ex. 17:8-16). As Moses’ “assistant” for many years (24:13), Joshua stayed with his master and served him 

faithfully. God’s pattern for leadership is summarized in Matthew 25:21, and that pattern still stands today: when we 

prove ourselves faithful as servants over a few things, then God can make us rulers over many things. Joshua was able to 

give orders because he’d learned how to take orders. 
  
Because he was submitted to authority, Joshua was an obedient servant. During the first half of his life, he obeyed Moses; 

and during the last half, he received his orders from the Lord.  
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The key verse in Joshua’s life was, “Be careful to obey all the law My servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the 

right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go” (Josh. 1:7, NIV).  
  
This should be balanced with 11:15, “As the Lord commanded Moses, his servant, so did Moses command Joshua, and so 

did Joshua; he left nothing undone of all that the Lord commanded Moses.” 
  
Delay. 
It’s through faith and patience that we inherit what God has promised (Heb. 6:12). Had the people of Israel listened to 

Joshua and Caleb, they would have entered their inheritance four decades sooner and enjoyed it that much longer (Num. 

13:26-14:10).  
  
Both Joshua and Caleb patiently endured the trials of the wilderness because they knew they would one day claim their 

inheritance in the Promised Land. In their unbelief, the Jews rejected “the work of faith” and refused to enter the land; but 

they couldn’t rob Joshua of his “patience of hope” (1 Thes. 1:3). 
  
Leaders must learn how to wait. Often their followers don’t always see as far as they see or have the faith that they have. 

The vision of future victory is what motivates a true leader; but, like Israel, too often the people are looking back.  
  
I suppose every leader has at one time or another identified with Jesus when He said, “O unbelieving and perverse 

generation, how long shall I stay with you and put up with you?” (Luke 9:41, NIV) On more than one occasion Joshua 

witnessed Moses pouring out his heart to God because of the unbelief and stubbornness of the people. 
  
2. JOSHUA’S LEADERSHIP 
Are leaders born or made? Probably both. God gives them the genetic structure they need and then develops their gifts and 

abilities in the “school of life.” Management seminars promise to teach leadership; but if there isn’t some fuel there to 

ignite, the fire won’t burn.  
  
Principles of leadership certainly may be taught, but what it means to be a leader can only be learned on the field of 

action. To think you’re a leader because you attended a seminar is as dangerous as thinking you’re an athlete because you 

watched the Olympics on television. 
  
What were the characteristics of Joshua’s leadership style? 
He walked with God. 
Like Moses, his predecessor, Joshua was a man of God. Whoever the Holy Spirit selected to complete the Book of Joshua 

was led to call him “the servant of the Lord,” a title not given to everybody in Scripture.  
  
We aren’t told that God spoke with Joshua face to face, as He had with Moses (Deut. 34:10); but we do know that God 

communicated His will to Joshua and that he was obedient. Joshua meditated daily on the Law of the Lord (Josh. 1:8) and 

did what it said (11:15). He was a man of prayer (7:6-9), for the Word of God and prayer go together (Acts 6:4). 
  
He had courage. 
At the beginning of his ministry Joshua was told four times to “be courageous” (Josh. 1:6-7, 9, 18). It takes courage to be 

a successful leader, courage to stand for what you believe, and courage to do what you know God wants you to do.  
  
General Omar Bradley defined bravery as “the capacity to perform properly even when scared half to death.”  
  
We aren’t told whether Joshua was ever afraid as he faced the enemy, but we do know that he did his job and won battle 

after battle. Most of us aren’t called upon to lead armies, but any kind of leadership involves risks and demands moral 

courage.  
  
“He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life” (John 12:25, NKJV). 

If we’re timid about life and ministry, we’ll never accomplish much for the Lord. It was because the servant was afraid 

that he hid his master’s wealth and didn’t take the risk of investing it (Matt. 25:24-30). 
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But Joshua’s courage involved much more than fighting the enemy, as great as that was. He also had the courage to deal 

with sin in the camp of Israel (Josh. 7) and to challenge the tribes to “get with it” and claim their inheritance (17:14-18). 

Sometimes it takes more courage to face your own people at home than it takes to face the enemy on the battlefield. 
  
He had a plan and followed it. 
The conquest of Canaan wasn’t a haphazard affair; it was carefully planned and skillfully executed. First, Joshua cut 

straight across the land and isolated the north from the south. Then he conquered the cities in the south, followed by the 

invasion of the north. He moved quickly to subdue the population centers and take control of the whole land. More than 

once, Joshua led his men on an all-night march in order to catch the enemy by surprise. 
  
It takes planning and strategy to do the work of the Lord successfully. The leader who drifts with the tide and changes 

direction with every new wind isn’t a leader at all.  
  
A Roman proverb says, “When the pilot doesn’t know what port he’s heading for, no wind is the right wind.”  
  
If you know where you’re going, you can adjust your sails when the storm starts to blow and still arrive at the right port. 
  
He didn’t quit. 
When he was defeated at Ai, Joshua admitted failure, sought the face of the Lord, went back, and won the battle. When he 

foolishly made a league with the Gibeonites, he admitted his mistake and put it to work for him. The successful leader 

isn’t the one who is always right, because no such person exists. Successful leaders are people who make the best 

decisions they can and keep on going when they make mistakes. They learn from their mistakes and know how to snatch 

victory out of defeat. 
  
The American humorist Elbert Hubbard said, “Experience is the name everyone gives his mistakes.” To quote Elbert 

Hubbard again: “There is no failure except in no longer trying.” 
  
Someone has said that experience is a tough teacher because it always gives the exam first and teaches the lesson 

afterward. If we turn our mistakes into mirrors, we’ll see only ourselves; and this will make us miserable. But if by faith 

we turn our mistakes into windows, we’ll see the Lord and get the strength we need to try again.  
  
He enlisted others and commanded their respect. 
Except for Achan, the traitor at Jericho, and Caleb, the man of faith, we don’t know the names of any of the soldiers who 

served with Joshua; but he couldn’t have done the job without them. The conquest of Canaan wasn’t the work of one man; 

it was the work of thousands of people who served faithfully in the battle and behind the lines. 
  
True leaders don’t demand respect; they command it. When you read Joshua 1:10-18 and see the way the troops 

responded to Joshua’s orders, you can’t help but conclude that he commanded their respect and loyalty. He was serving 

the Lord and the Lord’s people, and they followed him because they knew they could trust him. His motives were pure, 

his life was godly, and his character was above reproach. 
  
As Moses’ successor and God’s appointed leader, Joshua had authority; but it takes more than authority to lead others. It 

also takes stature, the kind of character and achievement that will make people look up to you and listen to you.  
  
In this day of “media magic,” a public relations firm can “hype” a nobody into becoming an international celebrity; but 

they can’t give that celebrity the kind of stature that can come only from sacrifice and service. We don’t need more 

celebrities, but we certainly do need more servants. 
  
Real leaders don’t use people to build their authority; they use their authority to build people. Many a soldier in the Jewish 

army became a hero because Joshua was in command. A true leader is one who leaves behind people who have achieved 

far more than they would have achieved had they not followed his or her leadership. 
  
He was concerned about the future. 
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Joshua’s two farewell speeches (chaps. 23-24) give ample evidence that he was a true leader, burdened for the future of 

his country. He wanted to be sure that the people knew the Lord and wanted to serve Him with their whole heart. People 

who think only of what they can get today are only opportunists and not true leaders. Leadership means planting the right 

seeds that will bear fruit in years to come for the benefit of others, and Joshua did that. 
  
He encouraged them to look to their pitiful past (24:1-13) and remember all they had been and what they had been 

through. He also reminded them of their precious promises (24:3), the covenant that God made with Abraham. 
  
He glorified God. 
There was a time in Joshua’s life when he was jealous for the honor of his master, Moses (Num. 11:24-30); but he learned 

that the most important thing was the glory of the Lord. When the nation crossed the Jordan, it was God who received the 

glory.  
  
“By this you shall know that the living God is among you!” he told the people (Josh. 3:10, NKJV). When that miracle 

march was over, Joshua put up a monument so that Israel and “all the peoples of the earth may know the hand of the Lord, 

that it is mighty” (4:24, NKJV). A lesser man would have put up a monument glorifying himself. 
  
As you read the book that Joshua wrote, you see that he repeatedly gave God the glory for all that happened (6:16; 8:1; 

10:14; 11:6-8; 13:6; 18:3; 21:43-45). It was the Lord who conquered the enemy and gave the land to the people. It was the 

name of the Lord that was to be magnified in all the earth. It has been said that a leader is somebody who takes twice as 

much blame and half as much credit, and Joshua would qualify on both counts. 
  
3. JOSHUA’S MESSAGE 
The practical message of the Book of Joshua is that God keeps His promises and enables His servants to succeed if they 

will trust Him and obey His Word. The spiritual message is that God has a rich inheritance for His children now, and they 

can claim it by faith. This message is amplified in the Book of Hebrews, especially chapters 3 and 4. 
  
We have seen that, when it comes to the things of the Lord, there are several different kinds of people in this world. Most 

people are still in bondage in Egypt and need to be delivered by faith in Jesus Christ. Others have trusted Christ and been 

delivered from bondage but are wandering in the wilderness of unbelief because they won’t enter into their inheritance by 

faith. Still others have “sampled” the inheritance but prefer to live on the borders of the blessing. Finally, there are those 

who follow their Joshua (Jesus = “Jehovah is salvation”) and enter the Promised Land and claim their inheritance. 
  
Remember, crossing the Jordan and entering the land is not a picture of dying and going to heaven. It’s a picture of dying 

to self and the old life and entering our spiritual inheritance here and now, enjoying the fullness of God’s blessing as we 

serve the Lord and glorify Him. 
  
The greatest need in the church today is for God’s people to see how much they are missing by wandering in unbelief, or 

by living on the borderline of the blessing, and then to claim God’s promises and enter into their spiritual inheritance. 

We’re a deprived people because we’ve failed to claim our spiritual riches; and we’re a defeated people because we’ve 

failed to trust our Joshua to lead us on to victory. Too many of us are like Achan, stealing from God, when we ought to be 

like Caleb, claiming the mountains and overcoming the giants. 
  
(Joshua 24:14-15 NIV)  "Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers 

worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. {15} But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, 

then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or 

the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." 
  
Choose 
I cannot decide for you. God will not decide for you. You are not in a vacuum. You are not a puppet or a machine. You 

are not  in a closed society of cause and effect where you do not have a choice. You were made in the image of God. You 

say, “I don’t want to make a choice.” You just made one! Rahab had to make a choice. So do you. Is it going to be God or 

the devil? It is either mercy or cursing. 
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I read of a man who hired on as an employee of a farmer. The farmer said, “I would like for you to paint this barn.” He 

estimated it would take four days, but the man was such a worker that he had it done in two days. The farmer was 

delighted. He said, “We have wood to chop for winter.” He thought to himself, “That is going to be a two-day chore.” But 

the man did it in one day. He chopped and stacked several cords of wood in a day. 
  
The next day it was raining. The farmer was so pleased with his new employee that he took him inside the barn. He said, 

“I would like for you to sort out these potatoes. Put some over here for the market, put some over here for seedlings for 

next spring, and we will use the rotten ones for the pigs.” The farmer thought: “the way this man works, he will finish this 

real soon.” 
  
Lunch came and went – no labor. Supper came and went – no labor. Finally, the farmer went out to the barn. Where is the 

guy? What has he been doing? There he was, sitting  on a big mound of potatoes. 
  
He said, “Fellow, what in the world have you been doing all day?” He said, “Boss, I work hard, but I cannot make 

decisions.” 
  
(Genesis 18:19 NIV)  For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the 

way of the LORD by doing what is right and just, so that the LORD will bring about for Abraham what he has promised 

him." 
  
God chose Abraham because He knew his children would follow after him! God, give us men who care more about God’s 

Word, God’s church, and God’s work than anything else! 
  
(Deuteronomy 6:4-9 NIV)  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. {5} Love the LORD your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. {6} These commandments that I give you today are to be 

upon your hearts. {7} Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the 

road, when you lie down and when you get up. {8} Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 

{9} Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 
  
Fathers, choose whom you will serve” 
(Joshua 24:18-21 NIV)  And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. 

We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God." {19} Joshua said to the people, "You are not able to serve the 

LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. {20} If you forsake the 

LORD and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to 

you." {21} But the people said to Joshua, "No! We will serve the LORD." 
  
(Joshua 24:22-27 NIV)  Then Joshua said, "You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the 

LORD." "Yes, we are witnesses," they replied. {23} "Now then," said Joshua, "throw away the foreign gods that are 

among you and yield your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel." {24} And the people said to Joshua, "We will serve the 

LORD our God and obey him." {25} On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at Shechem he drew 

up for them decrees and laws. {26} And Joshua recorded these things in the Book of the Law of God. Then he took a large 

stone and set it up there under the oak near the holy place of the LORD. {27} "See!" he said to all the people. "This stone 

will be a witness against us. It has heard all the words the LORD has said to us. It will be a witness against you if you are 

untrue to your God." 
  
A poem reminds us of important points:  

“He was going to be all he wanted to be—tomorrow. 
No one would be kinder or braver than he – tomorrow. 

A friend who was troubled and weary he knew 
Who would be glad of a lift and needed it, too, 

On him he was calling to see what he could do – tomorrow. 
  

Each morning he would stack the letters he would write – tomorrow. 
He thought of the folks he would fill with delight – tomorrow. 
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It was too bad he was busy today, And he had not a minute to stop on his way. 
“More time I have to give to others,” he would say – tomorrow.” 

  
The greatest of workers the man would have been – tomorrow. 
The world would have known him had he ever seen tomorrow. 

But in fact, he faded from view, And all that he left when his living was through 
Was a mountain of things that he intended to do tomorrow.” 

  
If you are going to serve the Lord Jesus, you have to do it today. If you are going to obey Jesus, you have to do it today. If 

you are going to turn your life around and throw away the false gods, yielding your heart to Him, you have to do it today. 

If you are going to do something good, do it today. 
  
99 Percent -- What you’d get if 99% were good enough:  

 No phone service for 15 minutes each day.  
 1.7 million pieces of first class mail lost each day.  
 35,000 newborn babies dropped by doctors or nurses each year  
 200,000 people getting the wrong drug prescriptions each year  
 Unsafe drinking water three days a year.  
 Three misspelled words on the average page of type.  
 2 million people would die from food poisoning each year.  --Source unknown  

  
4. JOSHUA’S GOD 
The Lord, not Joshua, is the key Person in this book. As you read the Book of Joshua, you discover many wonderful truths 

about God. 
  
To begin with, He is the God of His people Israel, the God of the covenant that He made with Israel through Moses. 

Though Moses was dead, the living God was still at work in and through His chosen people. When Joshua commanded 

the people, he often called God “the Lord your God.” Israel belonged to Him. 
  
But He is also “the Lord of all the earth” (Josh. 3:11). While He has a special relationship to Israel, He established that 

relationship in order to bring His blessing to all the nations (Gen. 12:1-3). The pagan nations in Canaan heard about what 

God had done for Israel, and they were frightened (Josh. 2:10-11); for none of their gods had ever done such mighty 

deeds. 
  
He is the God who keeps His promises. He had promised the fathers of the Jewish nation that He would give them their 

land, and He kept His promise. He had promised Moses that Israel would drive out the nations in Canaan and defeat them, 

and He kept that promise too. At the close of his life Joshua was able to say to his people that not one thing had failed of 

all the good things that the Lord their God spoke concerning them (23:14). 
  
He is a holy God who will not tolerate sin. When Achan disobeyed the ban that God had put on Jericho, God withdrew 

His blessing. The army of Israel was defeated at Ai, and they could not expect victory until Joshua dealt with the sin in the 

camp. But He is also a forgiving God who cleanses us when we confess our sins, and then gives us another opportunity 

for victory. 
  
He is a God who requires obedience on the part of His people. Before Israel could enter the land, they had to submit to the 

requirements that God had laid down; for they were His covenant people. The Lord told Joshua that the secret of his 

success would be faith and obedience to the Word of God. God had a plan for the conquest of the land; all Joshua had to 

do was obey that plan. 
  
He is the God who never fails! We may fail Him, but He will never fail us. “When God ordains our service,” wrote J. 

Oswald Sanders, “He is morally obligated to see us through” (Robust in Faith, p. 72). 
  
Although much more could be said, let’s close on this note: He is a God who is gracious. In view of the fact that 

thousands of people were slain during the conquest of Canaan, it may seem strange to think about God’s grace; but the 
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grace of God was there just the same. God was gracious to delay His judgment for centuries before bringing Israel into the 

land (Gen. 15:16). He was gracious to send the reports about Israel into the land so that the people could fear and, like 

Rahab, turn to the Lord. He was gracious to wipe out the filthy religion of the Canaanites so that the Jewish boys and girls 

could grow up in a land where Jehovah was honored and worshiped. 
  
He is still the God of wonders, and He is still calling us to be a sanctified people who will trust and obey. The God of 

Joshua lives—but where are the Joshuas? 


