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SERMONS FROM EPHESIANS 
#2 Three Cheers For Jesus! He Offers Redemption and Frees Us From 
Having to Earn Salvation Ephesians 1:7a 
“In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of 
God's grace {8} that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. (Ephesians 1:7-8) 
 
(Begin with a cartoon of a lawyer reading a client’s last will and testament to a group of greedy relatives. The 
caption read: “I, John Jones, being of sound mind and body, spent it all!”) 
 
When Jesus Christ wrote His last will and testament for His church, He made it possible for us to share His 
spiritual riches. Instead of spending it all, Jesus Christ paid it all. His death on the cross and His resurrection 
make possible our salvation. 
 
He wrote us into His will, then He died so the will would be in force. Then He arose again that He might 
become the heavenly Advocate (lawyer) to make sure the terms of the will were correctly followed! 
 
During New Testament times the Roman Empire had as many as six million slaves, and the buying and 
selling of them was a major business. If a person wanted to free a loved one or friend who was a slave, he 
would buy that slave for himself and then grant him freedom, testifying to the deliverance by a written 
certificate. Lutrooô was used to designate the freeing of a slave in that way.  
 
That is precisely the idea carried in the New Testament use of the term to represent Christ’s atoning sacrifice 
on the cross. He paid the redemption price to buy for Himself fallen mankind and to set them free from their 
sin.  
 
Redemption is one of the central themes of Scripture and of the book of Ephesians, but it carries much more 
than the idea simply of exchanging one thing for another of equal value. 
 
Redemption means a price has been paid for our liberation from sin. Our misdeeds are forgiveable only at the 
cost of the blood of the Son of God. There is no magic wand to wave, no arbitrary public address 
announcement from heaven of divine amnesty.  
 
Only God's solution provided in God's way - the way of the cross - can bring redemption. Grace has made 
the impossible possible. 
 
By giving His life on the cross, Christ purchased us from the slavery of sin. We have a present redemption in 
that He has delivered us from the penalty and power of sin; we shall have a future redemption (v. 14) when 
Christ delivers us from the presence of sin at His return. 
 
In chapter 2 Paul reminds us of what we were like when God so graciously redeemed us.  
 (Ephesians 2:1-3 NIV)  As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, {2} in which you used to 
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now 
at work in those who are disobedient. {3} All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings 
of our [flesh] and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 
 
(Ephesians 2:12 NIV)  remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship 
in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 
 
In chapter 4 he reminds us that we: 
(Ephesians 4:17-18 NIV)  So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the 
Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. {18} They are darkened in their understanding and separated 
from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. 
 
Those are the kinds of people (the only kind who exist) that God chose to redeem. It is of course because 
men are like that that they need redemption. Good men would not need a Redeemer. That is why Christ  
“…gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very 
own, eager to do what is good. (Titus 2:14 NIV) 
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Until a person realizes his need for redemption, however, he sees no need for a Redeemer. Until he 
recognizes that he is hopelessly enslaved to sin, he will not seek release from it. But when he does, he will be 
freed from the curse of sin, placed in Christ’s Body, and blessed with His every spiritual blessing. 
 
The blood of sacrificial animals was continually offered on the altars of the Tabernacle and then the Temple. 
But that blood was never able, and was never intended, to cleanse the worshipper from sin. Those animals 
were only symbolic, typical substitutes.  

• As the writer of Hebrews explains, “It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away 
sins” (Heb. 10:4).   

• But in the shedding of His blood, “we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all” (10:10).  

• He “gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma” (Eph. 5:2).  
• The Savior Himself said that His blood was “poured out for many for forgiveness of sins” (Matt. 

26:28).  
• Christ’s sacrifice was “not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He 

entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of goats and 
bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled, sanctify for the cleansing of 
the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Heb. 
9:12-14). 

• We “were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold,… but with precious blood, as of a 
lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ” (1 Pet. 1:18-19).  

• No wonder John saw the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders singing:  “And when he had 
taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one 
had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
{9} And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you 
were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and 
people and nation. {10} You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they 
will reign on the earth." (Revelation 5:8-10 NIV)   

 
It’s Good News Because He Frees Us From Having to Earn Salvation 
People spend a big part of their lives trying to qualify. On the job, an employee hopes that his performance 
qualifies him for a raise or promotion. In a dating relationship, the boy and the girl will each try hard to 
impress the other to “qualify” as someone special in that one’s eyes.  
 
Take, for instance, a child’s relationship with his or her parents. A child should feel unconditional love and 
acceptance from his parents. The child should not have to feel as though he must “qualify” for his parents’ 
love by his achievements. He should be able to receive their love simply by being their child 
 
The problem comes, however, when parents set unrealistically high standards and expectations for their 
child. They expect the child to behave perfectly, to achieve above all others both in the classroom and in  
athletics, and to use adult reasoning in every situation. In that kind of situation, the child never feels as 
though he “qualifies” for the parents’ love and acceptance.  
 
At some point, the child may simply quit trying to win his parents‘ approval and just give up. If he is trying 
his hardest and never gets anywhere, why try at all? 
 
Must We “Qualify” With God? Which way is it with God? Do we have to qualify with Him, or is striving 
to earn His acceptance inappropriate? 
 
Many believe that we have to “qualify” in order to please God and have a relationship with Him. The idea is 
that, to be a Christian, you either have to be a “good person” (usually defined as “a nearly perfect person”) or 
you have to do all the “right things.”  The other side of the coin is that, if you fail to qualify, you cannot 
please God.  
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I have a recollection from my childhood of hearing a lesson based on the story of Moses’ disobedience when 
he struck a rock to make water come out of it instead of speaking to the rock as God had commanded. 
Because of his disobedience, Moses was not allowed to enter the promised land (Numbers 20:2-12).  
 
The application of this story was made in this way: “Moses was a good man, but he made one mistake and 
did not enter the promised land. So, you had better not make one mistake because you see what will happen 
to you if you do!” 
 
This use of that story fails to take into account that God still accepted Moses as His servant, that Moses 
apparently died in the grace of God (Deuteronomy 34:5, 6), that Satan had to argue with God’s angel about 
Moses’ body (Jude 9), and that Moses appeared with Jesus with God’s endorsement at the Transfiguration 
(Mark 9:4).  
 
God meted out that particular discipline to Moses for that particular act, but that does not say anything about 
God’s punishment for “one mistake” that you or I might make. 
 
It is hard to try to keep up the pace of perfection in your relationship with God, just as it would be for a child 
who has a demanding parent. After a period of time, during which you have tried your hardest to do 
everything you believe the Lord commands of you, you may well give up. “If I’ve messed up once,” you 
might think, “I’m no better off than the prostitute or the drunk! So why try? I’ll never qualify with God 
anyway.” I wonder how many who have dropped out of the church have done so for this very reason.  
 
Something is not right with this perspective. Something here does not fit our lives the way they are. 
Something is wrong with the idea that God has given us a standard to follow which we cannot possibly meet. 
Something is wrong with the notion that we must go through life unsure about whether we are Christians and 
whether we will go to heaven when we die. One attempted fix is to suggest that if you pray for forgiveness 
right before you die, you will be all right. No, something is not right with this approach to God.  
 
Jesus has good news for us. He frees us from the hopeless treadmill of earning salvation (which is impossible 
anyway) and saves us on the basis of faith (or trust) in His grace.  
 
Jesus saves us not on the basis of our goodness, but on the basis of His goodness, as God’s perfect Son who 
gave Himself as the sacrifice for our sins. That is good news. That means that we can be saved and know it. 
That means we can have hope. 
 
“But I’m Not Good Enough To Be A Christian” 
How many times have you heard the statement “But I’m not good enough to be a Christian”? Have you said 
it yourself? An idea many hold is that a person has to be good enough to become a Christian. This person 
believes that only when he quits a particular sin or brings his general level of morality to a higher plane will 
he be able to approach God and qualify to be a Christian. 
 
This idea may reflect a works/salvation misunderstanding. Actually, however, that standard line may be little 
more than a cop-out, unconscious though it may be.  
 
The problem is not that you are not good enough to be a Christian.  The problem is that you do not admit that 
you are bad enough to need to become a Christian. The statement is not always made out of a heart seeking 
to change and to come closer to God. The statement sometimes is made as an excuse for why that person is 
making no movement or change at all.  
 
He says, “I’m not good enough to be a Christian—but I’m doing pretty well, and a lot better than some who 
call themselves Christians,” or “I’m not good enough to become a Christian. There’s nothing I can do about 
it because God has set too high a standard for me to meet.”  
 
This person plods through life in this sort-of good, sort-of bad never-never land, never making a commitment 
to anyone beyond himself and never looking for God’s real definition of “qualifying.” What would Jesus say 
to the person who laments, “I’m not good enough. . . .”? He would say, “You’re the very person I came for! 
If you will admit your sinfulness, I can work in your life. I didn’t come for people who think they are good 



4 
 

enough. There’s not much I can do for them.” No one is “good enough” to be a Christian. The question is, 
What are you going to do about it?  
 
What About This Matter Of Baptism? 
A person is saved on the basis of his absolute trust in Jesus to save him. Nothing he can do earns salvation 
from God. But what is included in this biblical idea of “trust”? What does it encompass?  
 
We must realize that salvation is conditional. Salvation is based on grace, but it is conditional.  
 
As K. C. Moser pointed out, if salvation were unconditional, “it would be possessed by those who do not 
want it and who are wholly unfit for it.” 1A person could be saved without even knowing it. John 3:16, the 
golden text of the Bible, says that salvation is conditional. Not everyone will have eternal life, it says, but 
only those who believe in Jesus.  
 
If salvation is conditional, what are the conditions? Surely a person must believe the gospel to be true. In 
addition, a person must confess that Jesus is Lord (Romans 10:9). The person must repent of his or her sins 
(Acts 2:38; 3:19). The person must be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ to have his sins forgiven (Acts 
2:38). All of these conditions are biblical and are elements of faith. They are merely acts of faith and depend 
upon faith in Jesus.  
 
Why can we not be saved as the thief on the cross was, by a simple appeal to Jesus?  

1. First, Jesus was there in person and had the authority on earth to forgive sins (Mark 2:10).  
2. Second, the new covenant had not begun because Jesus had not died.  
3. Third, Jesus’ great commission to the apostles (Matthew 28:19, 20; Mark 16:15, 16), the pattern of 

conversions in Acts (e.g., Acts 8:26-40), and several references to salvation in the letters (such as 
Galatians 3:27) all include baptism. Even Romans, which has much to say about faith, discusses the 
essential role of baptism (Romans 6:3-11).  

4. No one in the New Testament ever says a “sinner’s prayer” and is saved.  
 
In the New Testament, those who come to accept the message of Jesus are baptized in His name. 
Understanding the essentiality of baptism does not mean that you must abandon belief in salvation by faith. 
You cannot separate faith and obedience. It is wrong to emphasize either to the neglect of the other. Faith 
must be defined biblically, and acts of faith have their proper place within that definition. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
1 K .C. Moser, The Way of Salvation (Nashville, Tenn.: Gospel Advocate, 1932; reprint, Delight, Ark.: Gospel Light, n.d.), 30. 
 


