
THE SECOND EPISTLE GENERAL OFJOHN 
 
INTRODUCTION 
AUTHOR: John, the Apostle (see 1 John, Introductory Notes). 
  
DATE: Probably A.D. 85-95 (see 1 John, Introductory Notes). 
  
TO WHOM WRITTEN: To the elect lady (2 John 1:1). 
Is the "elect lady" an individual who was very dear to John, or is she a church who is symbolically 

referred to as the "elect lady"? Opinions vary. Either conclusion does not affect the message. However, 
when all the facts are considered, the evidence points heavily toward the elect lady being a very precious 
lady who loved the Lord with all her heart. Remember: there were no church buildings in that day. The 
church met in the homes of faithful believers who had homes large enough to handle the crowd. There is a 
good possibility that the church met in this dear lady's home. Wuest says that the Greek word "lady" 
(kuria) means Martha (In These Last Days, Vol.4, p.199). She apparently lived near Ephesus. 

  
PURPOSE: John's purpose for writing the letter was twofold. 
1.  To exhort the lady to love all believers no matter what they did. Apparently, she had taken a stand 

for Christ against false teachers, and some in the church were criticizing, backbiting, and turning against 
her. She needed to love them despite their rotten and ungodly behavior. (See note— 2 John 5 and 
CLOSER LOOK, Love—2 John 5.) 

2.  To exhort the lady to continue to stand against false teachers and not to let them into her home. The 
church was probably meeting in her home; therefore, the importance of refusing hospitality to false 
teachers could not be overstressed. (What a lesson for today!) (see outline—  2 John 7-13 and notes— 2 
John 7-13). 

  
SPECIAL FEATURES:  
1.  2 John is "A General Epistle." That is, it is not written to a specific church. It is a highly personal 

letter written from the heart of a tender pastor who deeply loves this dear lady in the Lord. 
2.  2 John is "An Epistle Governing Traveling Ministers such as Prophets, Teachers, Evangelists, and 

Missionaries." After the apostles died off, a clash arose over the ministers of local churches and the 
traveling ministers. There were some false ministers who had begun to fill the pulpits of the local 
churches and others who had begun to travel about taking advantage of the Christians who were kind 
enough to provide them food and lodging during their ministry and stay (2 John 10). Because of this 
abuse, some within the churches arose and began to oppose all traveling ministers (Diotrephes of 3 John 
is an example of this). John writes the elect lady to warn her of false teachers. But on the other hand, he 
writes Gaius to encourage him to receive the true prophets (3 John). 3 John shows that the conflict had 
become so heated that Diotrephes was even trying to have church members expelled if they accepted the 
traveling minister (cp. 3 John). 

3.  2 John is "An Epistle Combating False Teachers and Their Doctrinal Errors." (See 1 John, Purpose, 
Introduction for a discussion of the error.) 

  
 
GREETING, v. 1-4 

»Front Matter  »Book Intro  »Detailed Outline 
Study 1:  THE ELECT OR CHOSEN LADY 
Text:  2 John 1-4 
Aim:  To have a testimony wrapped in the truth. 
Memory Verse: 
"Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy 

name" (Psalm 86:11). 



  
INTRODUCTION: 
Everyone likes to go to the mail box and find a letter from a dear friend.  There is a certain excitement 

that fills the heart as the reader devours the letter—one sentence at a time.  The elect or chosen lady 
received this kind of letter from John.  She would not be offended at all if you read over her shoulder.  It's 
written to you also. 

This is a soft and tender exhortation to a Christian mother and her children. It is a beautiful 
exhortation, yet it is a strong challenge. The elect lady is taken by some to refer to a church and by others 
to refer to a particular lady in the local church (see To Whom Written—Introduction 2 John). After 
looking at all the arguments for both positions, it seems far more natural to take the address as referring to 
a dear lady who loved the Lord with all her heart. There is a possibility that she had written John about 
the problem of false teaching that had infiltrated the church. Remember: there were no church buildings 
in that day and time; therefore, believers met in the homes of committed members. There is a good 
possibility that the church met in the home of this dear lady (cp. 2 John 10). Whatever the case, John was 
writing her as a dear friend and warning her against the false teaching. This first section deals solely with 
the lady and her children. She is the elect or chosen lady. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  She was elect, chosen by God (v.1). 
2.  She was loved in the truth (v.1-2). 
3.  She lived in truth and love (v.3). 
4.  She had children who walked in the truth (v.4). 

  
1.  SHE WAS ELECT, CHOSEN BY GOD (v. 1). 

  
Elect means to be chosen by God. It means to be one of God's holy and beloved followers. This is 

exactly what Paul said about believers: he said they were the "elect of God, holy and beloved." This dear 
mother was chosen by God to be one of His elect, one of His holy and beloved followers. 

1.  She was elected to be holy. The word "holy" means separated or set apart. God had called this dear 
mother out of the world and away from the old life that it offered, the old life of sin and death. She was 
elected to be holy, to have nothing to do with the worldly pleasures and possessions of the world. She was 
to be separated and set apart unto God Himself and the new life He offers, the new life of righteousness 
and eternity. 

2.  She was elected to be one of the beloved followers of God. God had called her to turn away from 
the old life... 

•  that had been disobedient to God. 
•  that had ignored and neglected God. 
•  that had disbelieved God. 
•  that had rebelled against and rejected God. 
•  that had cursed God. 

  
God had chosen her to be His elect, one of His dear followers. She was elected to be holy and beloved 

before Him; to receive His love in Christ Jesus and to allow Him to shower His love upon her and her 
children. She was elected to follow God with all her heart and life; elected to live a holy life, a life as one 
of God's beloved children. 

  
"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 

living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not 
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God" (Romans 12:1-2). 



  
ILLUSTRATION: 
When God calls a person, He sets that person apart, chooses the person to be a follower of 

His.  There is no greater joy than to be set apart, to be a true follower of God.  Listen to this 
example of how God's touch makes the difference. 

  
"[Felix] Mendelssohn, it is said, once visited the cathedral at Fridbourg, and, having 

heard the great organ, went into the organ loft and asked to be allowed to play it.  The old 
organist, in jealousy for his instrument, at first refused, but was afterward prevailed on to 
allow the great German composer to try the colossal 'thunder' of the cathedral. 

"And after standing by in an ecstasy of delight and amazement for a few moments, he 
suddenly laid his hands on the shoulders of the inspired musician and exclaimed: 'Who are 
you?  What is your name?'  'Mendelssohn,' replied the player.  'And can it be! that I had so 
nearly refused to let Mendelssohn touch this organ!' 

"How little the Lord's people know what they are doing when they refuse to let Christ 
have full possession of their entire life and evoke the full melody and harmony of which it 
is capable!"  

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Have you let God elect you, set you apart to be a follower of His?  How can you know 
for sure?  What part do you play in God's decision to elect? 

2.  The word holy means separated or set apart.  To the world, are you any different than 
the rest of society?  What can you do to set yourself apart as distinct? 

  
2.  SHE WAS LOVED IN THE TRUTH (v. 1-2). 

  
Note two significant points. 
1.  This tells us how we should love one another. We are to love just as John and all the early believers 

loved—"in the truth." What does this mean?  
⇒  It means that we are to love one another in Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ said that He is the 

truth. 
  

"Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me" (John 14:6). 

  
Jesus Christ is the truth, the very ideal of humanity, the Ideal and Perfect Man. All that a 

person should be, all that God wants a person to be; it is all wrapped up in Jesus Christ. Jesus 
Christ embraces the ideal and perfect truth; He is the very embodiment of truth; He is the very 
life that a man should live.  

⇒  But note: Jesus Christ also said that the Word of God is truth. 
  

"Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth" (John 17:17). 
  

All that a person should be is also written out for man in the Word of God. God's Word 
spells out the perfect and ideal man, just what God wants a person to be. The Word of God 
itself is the truth. 

  
How are we to love one another? In the truth. We are to love one another in the Lord Jesus Christ and 

in the Word of God. This is significant, for it means that we are to love one another as Jesus Christ loved 
and as the Word of God instructs us. Note: this is a love that is entirely different from the love that is 
displayed in the world. The world's love focuses upon... 



•  infatuation and passion 
•  feelings and sentimentality 
•  personal pleasure and gratification 
•  loving those who love us 

  
But the love of Jesus Christ and of the Word of God is a different love. It is the love that gives 

sacrificially, that helps people even if they are unlovely and unattractive. It is the love that reaches out to 
people even when they do not deserve it. The love of Christ loves everyone no matter who they are or 
what they have done. The love that we are to have is the love of Christ, the love that knows this fact: 
Christ loved us and gave Himself for us even when we did not deserve it. It is the love that tells us this: 
we must do as He did, love a person regardless of who he is. 

  
APPLICATION: 
This means a most wonderful thing. It means that no matter who we are, no matter what we 

have done, no matter how terrible we have been, we are loved by Christ. But in addition to Christ, 
it means there are others, a multitude of people, who love us. All of God's elect, all of His holy 
and beloved followers, love us. No matter how unloved we may feel, how lonely and empty, there 
is a multitude of people who love us just as Christ loves us. 

⇒  The lonely and empty just need to get up and go to church and be around God's 
holy and beloved people. And God's dear people need to get out into the community 
more and more to reach the lonely and empty. 

  
2.  This tells us why we are to love one another. We are to love for the truth's sake, that is, for the sake 

of the Lord Jesus Christ and of the Word of God. John and the early believers loved this dear lady "for the 
truth's sake." That is, they loved her for the sake of Christ, because they loved Him and they wanted to 
please Him. Jesus Christ had come to earth to show us that God loves us and to show us that we should 
love one another. Therefore, nothing pleases Christ any more than our loving one another. If we wish to 
please Him, we must love one another; we must love just like the Word of God says to love. 

Note: the truth dwells in us and shall be with us forever. This is the indwelling presence of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, of His Holy Spirit within us. If we know Christ, really know Him, then He lives within our 
hearts. 

  
APPLICATION: 
This means a great thing to the lonely and empty, to all those who feel unloved. They can know 

this: genuine believers will love them. Genuine believers will embrace and care for them and do 
all they can to ease their hurt and pain. The lonely and empty just need to get up and go find a 
church of true believers. 

  
"As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love" (John 

15:9). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  In practical terms, what does it mean to love someone "in the truth"? Why are you to 

love others? 
2.  How does God's love contrast with the love of the world? 
3.  If you are having a difficult time loving others, where can you turn for help? 

  
3.  SHE LIVED IN TRUTH AND LOVE (v. 3). 

  



This is a declaration of fact; it is not a prayer. John says that the grace, mercy, and peace of God and 
Christ are with believers. The idea is this: believers know the fulness of God and Christ in truth and love. 
God and Christ flood their hearts and lives with all the fulness of life—with grace, mercy, and peace. 

1.  Grace means the undeserved and unmerited favor and blessings of God; the depth and richness of 
the heart and mind of God; the kindness and love that dwells within the very nature of God. God's grace 
covers all of life. (See A CLOSER LOOK, Grace—2 John 3 for more discussion.) 

2.  Mercy means feelings of pity, compassion, affection, and kindness. It is a desire to succor; to 
tenderly draw unto oneself and to care for. Two things are essential in order to have mercy: seeing a need 
and being able to meet that need. God sees our need and feels for us (Ephes. 2:1-3). Therefore, He acts; 
He has mercy upon us... 

•  God withholds His judgment. 
•  God provides a way for us to be saved. 

  
Mercy arises from a heart of love: God has mercy upon us because He loves us. His mercy has been 

demonstrated in two great ways: 
⇒  God has withheld His judgment from us—withheld it even when we deserved it. 
⇒  God has provided a way for us to be saved through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
When Jesus Christ died, He died for our sins. He took our sins upon Himself and bore the judgment of 

sin for us. Therefore, if we trust Christ as our Savior, God does not count sin against us. Instead, He 
counts the righteousness of Christ for us. We become acceptable to God through the righteousness of 
Christ. The great mercy of God is this: 

⇒  He allowed Christ, His very own Son, to die for us. He actually allowed His own Son 
to bear the punishment of our sins for us. 

⇒  He loves us so much that He will forgive our sins if we will only trust Christ. 
  
The point is this: the true believer is a person upon whom God and Christ have poured out their mercy. 

It is not that believers are going to experience the mercy of God, they have already received the mercy of 
God. 

  
"But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we 

were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved)" (Ephes. 
2:4-5). 

  
3.  Peace means to be bound, joined, and woven together. It means to be assured, confident, and secure 

in the love and care of God. It means to have a sense, a consciousness, a knowledge that God will... 
•        

provide 
•        

guide 
•        

strengthen 
•        

sustain 

•        deliver 
•        

encourage 
•        save 
•        give life, 

real life, both now 
and forever 

  
A person can experience true peace only as he comes to know Jesus Christ. Only Christ can bring 

peace to the human heart, the kind of peace that brings deliverance and assurance to the human soul. 
  

"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth give I unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled; neither let it be afraid" (John 14:27). 



  
Note one other significant point: Jesus Christ is said to be the Son of the Father. This is a clear 

declaration that Jesus Christ is God, that He possesses the very nature of God the Father. Note also that 
grace, mercy, and peace come from Jesus Christ as well as from the Father. The Son is said to be equal 
with the Father. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Can your life be characterized as one that lives in truth and love with other 
believers?  How can this be cultivated in your life? 

2.  In what ways have you experienced the grace, mercy, and peace of God? 
3.  What is the secret to keeping the peace of Christ in your life? 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(v. 3) Grace: the undeserved and unmerited favor and blessings of God; the depth and richness of the 

heart and mind of God; the kindness and love that dwells within the very nature of God. God's grace 
covers all of life. 

  
1.  Grace means the kindness and love that God freely gives to those who have acted against Him. It is 

the favor of God showered upon men who do not deserve His favor, men who are... 
•  "without strength" (Romans 5:6). 
•  "ungodly" (Romans 5:6). 
•  "sinners" (Romans 5:8). 
•  "enemies" (Romans 5:10). 

  
No other word so expresses the depth and richness of the heart and mind of God. This is the distinctive 

difference between God's grace and man's grace. Whereas man sometimes does favors for his friends and 
thereby can be said to be gracious, God has done a thing unheard of among men. God has favored man 
with an unbelievable gift: God has given His very own Son to die for His enemies (Romans 5:8-10). 

a.  God's grace is not earned. It is something completely undeserved and unmerited. 
  

"But after that the kindness and love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 
not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost" (Titus 
3:4-5). 

  
b.  God's grace is the free gift of God. God extends His grace out toward man. 

  
"Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus" (Romans 3:24). 
  

c.  God's grace is the only way man can be saved. 
  

"If through the offense of one [Adam] many be dead, much more the grace of 
God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto 
many" (Romans 5:15). 

  
2.  Grace means all the favors and gifts of God. It means all the good and perfect gifts of God, all the 

good and beneficial things He gives us and does for us, whether physical, material, or spiritual (James 
1:17). 



  
"In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 

riches of his grace" (Ephes. 1:7). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Why is grace something you do not deserve?  Is it possible to pay God back for His 

grace? 
2.  What would you consider the "good and perfect" gifts of God to be?  How can you 

make these gifts a part of your life? 
  

4.  SHE HAD CHILDREN WHO WALKED IN THE TRUTH (v. 4). 
  
Remember John is some distance away from this dear friend of his, so far away that he is writing 

instead of visiting her. Note that some of her children had been in the city where John was, and John had 
seen them and noted that they were walking in Christ. In fact, John says they were a dynamic testimony 
of the truth. They were walking just as we have been commanded to walk, walking just as the Word of 
God says we are to walk. Why were the children in the city where John was? 

⇒  Were they there on business? Traveling salesmen? Businessmen or women? Visiting 
relatives or friends? Vacationing? Sight-seeing? Away at some university? 

  
We are not told. All we know is that John saw them someplace in the city and apparently was able to 

observe their lives long enough to note that they walked faithfully in Christ. 
  

APPLICATION: 
Note several strong lessons for us. 

1)  What a dynamic witness the mother had been to her children! She had reared them to 
know the Lord and to live in His Word. 

2)  No matter where we are, at work or at play, we are to live for Christ. No matter where 
we travel, we should do as this dear mother's children did: walk in Christ and maintain a 
dynamic testimony for Christ. 

  
"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 

away; behold, all things are become new" (2 Cor. 5:17). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Do your children, either physical or spiritual children, walk in the truth?  By far, this is one of 

the greatest testimonies for the Christian believer.  There is no better use of your time than to 
invest your life in the lives of others. 

  
Years ago a college student who was a part-time youth leader met an eleven-year old 

boy during a church retreat.  The college student quickly noticed the sincere love the 
eleven-year old had for Christ.  He invited the boy to join the youth team and share his 
testimony with other kids at various churches. 

As the eleven-year old grew in age, he also grew in the spirit as he was discipled to 
follow Christ.  The young college student eventually married and moved away.  Ten years 
later the married man received a letter that touched his heart.  It was from the boy he had 
met and discipled.  A portion of the letter read: 

"I'm not sure if you realize the impact you had on my life; I am now a pastor.  As I look 
back at my Christian journey, I cannot think of anyone who gave me more opportunities 
for ministry than you.  No one else dared to believe in me.  Thanks for being my Paul, my 



Christian teacher.  It was a privilege being your Timothy (disciple, student).  I grew more 
under the influence of your ministry, than any other time in my life.  Thank you!" 

The married man put down the letter.  Tears of joy made any further reading quite 
impossible.  His child had become an adult and was still walking in the truth. 

  
There is a bumper sticker that reads, "Have you hugged your child today?"  For the purpose of 

this study, "Have your kids walked in the truth today?" 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What is the secret to having your children walk in the truth?  Are you doing all you can 

to make sure this happens? 
2.  Who have you discipled in your Christian walk? 
3.  In what ways can you invest your life in the lives of others? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
Do you live and walk in the truth?  You should, because this is really the evidence of a genuine, true 

believer.  The qualities of a person who lives in the truth are very distinguishing—noted by the elect or 
chosen lady: 

  
1.  She was elect, chosen by God. 
2.  She was loved in the truth. 
3.  She lived in truth and love. 
4.  She had children who walked in the truth. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
 THE COMMANDMENT OF LOVE, v. 5-6 

»Front Matter  »Book Intro  »Detailed Outline 
Study 1:  THE COMMANDMENT OF LOVE 
Text:  2 John 5-6 
Aim:  To set a dynamic course in life: a course marked by love. 
Memory Verse: 
"And this is love, that we walk after his commandments.  This is the commandment, 

That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it" (2 John 6). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
Think of a soldier, whether he is in the Army, Air Force, Navy, or Marines.  When he is given an order 

by his commanding officer, is he being given an option?  Can he choose which order to obey and which 
to disobey?  Or is it necessary to be completely obedient at all times?  Imagine the lawlessness that would 
occur if soldiers refused to obey orders or if they could decide when to obey and when not to obey.   

When God gives a commandment, does the believer always have to obey it?  Unfortunately, many 
Christians take the liberty of picking and choosing which of God's commandments they wish to 



obey.  But this kind of behavior should never be.  Note the commandment being proclaimed by this 
passage: the commandment of love. 

In the clearest terms, John tells us: love is not an option; it is a way of life.  Note the word "beseech." 
It means to urge, beseech, beg, and entreat. It has the idea of urgency and necessity. What John is now 
saying is urgent; it is an absolute necessity.  Again, love is not an option: believers must love one 
another.  Two things are said. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Love is not a new commandment (v.5). 
2.  Love is a behavior—a way of life—a walk (v.6). 

  
1.  LOVE IS NOT A NEW COMMANDMENT (v. 5). 

  
Love is not a new commandment. It is the old commandment, the very same commandment that we 

had from the beginning. Note how John immediately brings up the subject of love. This tells us 
something: the dear friend of John was having problems with some people. Some people were mistreating 
her Lord and her. We know from the next passage that there were some false teachers who wanted to 
teach in her church or else they wanted to use her house for some purpose: 

⇒  to visit her and talk to her about their beliefs 
⇒  to room and board in her house 
⇒  to use her house for a church or study group or church social function 

  
Apparently she had refused to grant the request, and as a result, she was being criticized. Whatever the 

case was, she had actually refused to open her home to some false teachers or else John was instructing 
her not to welcome them (cp. 2 John 7-11). In either case, the dear lady was under attack by some in the 
church. She was being... 

•        criticized 
•        murmured 

against 
•        talked 

about 

•        
hurt 

•        
mistreated 

•        
abused 

  
Now note John's exhortation to her: love them. "We must love one another. No matter what they say 

about you; no matter how they mistreat you; no matter how they hurt you—love them." 
The point is this: love is the very first commandment that man ever received from God, and it is the 

very first commandment that we ever received from Christ. It is even the first commandment that we 
receive when we become a believer. Love is the first commandment of the church itself. 

⇒  God has said from the beginning that we are to love our neighbor. 
  

"Love thy neighbor as thyself: I am the LORD" (Leviticus 19:18). 
  

⇒  Jesus Christ proclaimed that love would be the distinctive mark of His followers, the 
very mark that would show the world that a person was a true follower of His. 

  
"By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to 

another" (John 13:35). 
  
Now note another fact about this dear lady of God: she was being exhorted to love those who were 

mistreating her. She was not being told... 



•  to love her friend but not her enemy. 
•  to love the good but not the bad. 
•  to love the righteous but not the sinner. 
•  to love the acceptable but not the unacceptable. 
•  to love the friendly but not the abusive. 
•  to love the kind but not the criticizer. 

  
This is a totally new concept of love. Man has always felt that he was to love his friends. He has 

always felt free to take others, especially those who have mistreated him, and... 
•        

mistreat them 
•        ignore 

them 
•        

criticize them 
•        hate 

them 

•        strike back 
at them 

•        neglect 
them 

•        be unkind 
to them 

•        hurt them 

  
But John says, "No!" He instructs this dear friend to love those who have mistreated her. How? How 

can we possibly love those who mistreat us? There is only one way: we must love as God loves. We must 
possess the love of God within our hearts and lives. (See A CLOSER LOOK, Love—2 John 5 for more 
discussion.) 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Love your enemies.  Can that command possibly be in the Bible?  The capacity to love those 

who are impossible to love is one of the great distinguishing marks of Christianity.  Here is the 
story of a man who put this principle into action. 

  
"Louis Zamperine...a former Olympic runner, who ditched his plane off Oahu Hawaii, 

during World War II and drifted 2,000 miles in 47 days on a life raft, was picked up by a 
Japanese vessel.  He was a prisoner for the two remaining years of the war.  He was 
starved and tortured by his captors...At home he was given up for dead.  He is in the 
possession of his own death certificate signed by President Roosevelt. 

"Zamperini said he left Japan in 1945 with hatred in his heart against his captors.  But 
in 1949 he was saved at one of Billy Graham's meetings in Los Angeles.  'There is such a 
change in my life that I feel I have a duty to perform.'  Zamperini told his friends.  'That 
duty is to return to Japan and tell them of the saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ.'"  

  
Love covers a multitude of sins—even those of your enemies. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What is the greatest challenge you face in having to love your enemies?  Do you make a 
sincere effort to overcome these challenges? 

2.  Is there someone whose path you have crossed who needs your love today? 
3.  Can people tell you are a Christian by your love?  Or would they be surprised to hear it? 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(v. 5) Love: the Greek word used for "love" is agape. The meaning of agape love is more clearly seen 

by contrasting it with the various kinds of love. There are essentially four kinds of love. Whereas the 



English language has only the word love to describe all the affectionate experiences of men, the Greek 
language had a different word to describe each kind of love. 

1.  There is passionate love or eros love. This is the physical love between sexes; the patriotic love of a 
person for his nation; the ambition of a person for power, wealth, or fame. Briefly stated, eros love is the 
base love of a man that arises from his own inner passion. Sometimes eros love is focused upon good and 
other times it is focused upon bad. It should be noted that eros love is never used in the New Testament. 

2.  There is affectionate love or storge love. This is the kind of love that exists between parent and 
child and between loyal citizens and a trustworthy ruler. Storge love is also not used in the New 
Testament. 

3.  There is an endearing love, the love that cherishes. This is phileo love, the love of a husband and 
wife for each other, of a brother for a brother, of a friend for the dearest of friends. It is the love that 
cherishes, that holds someone or something ever so dear to one's heart. 

4.  There is selfless and sacrificial love or agape love. Agape love is the love of the mind, of the 
reason, of the will. It is the love that goes so far... 

•  that it loves a person even if he does not deserve to be loved. 
•  that it actually loves the person who is utterly unworthy of being loved. 

  
Note four significant points about agape love. 

a.  Selfless or agape love is the love of God, the very love possessed by God Himself. It is 
the love demonstrated in the cross of Christ. 

⇒  It is the love of God for the ungodly. 
  

"For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly" (Romans 5:6). 

  
⇒  It is the love of God for unworthy sinners. 

  
"But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). 
  

⇒  It is the love of God for undeserving enemies. 
  

"For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life" (Romans 
5:10). 

  
b.  Selfless or agape love is a gift of God. It can be experienced only if a person knows God 

personally—only if a person has received the love of God into his heart and life. Agape love 
has to be shed abroad (poured out, flooded, spread about) by the Spirit of God within the heart 
of a person. 

  
"And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our 

hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us" (Romans 5:5). 
  

c.  Selfless or agape love is the greatest thing in all of life according to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

  
"And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; 

The Lord our God is one Lord: and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is 



the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these" (Mark 
12:29-31). 

  
d.  Selfless or agape love is the greatest possession and gift in human life according to the 

Scripture (1 Cor. 13:1-13). 
  

"And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is 
charity" (1 Cor. 13:13). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What is a practical example of agape love?  Is agape love something you can control or 
have any power over? 

2.  What are the special traits of selfless love?  Which of these need your attention today? 
  

2.  LOVE IS A BEHAVIOR—A WAY OF LIFE—A WALK (v. 6). 
  
Note the phrase: "This is love." Love is obedience; that is, the only way we can show that we love God 

is by doing what pleases Him. When we love someone, we want to do things that please him or her. We 
want their acceptance and approval; we want them to love us in return. Therefore, we are careful to do 
things that will please them and win their favor and love. The same is true with us and God. If we love 
God, we do those things that please Him. We keep His commandments. What is His commandment? 
"This is the commandment"—the great commandment—the commandment that you have heard from the 
beginning: "that you should walk in [love]." How does a believer walk in love? He walks upon earth just 
like Jesus Christ walked: he loves everyone. He does the great acts of love, and the great acts of love are 
clearly spelled out by Scripture in 1 Cor. 13:4-7. This great passage gives the very behavior that is to 
characterize the believer, the very way the believer is to live among others. This is what loving others 
means. 

1.  Love "suffers long": is patient with people. The word always refers to being patient with people, 
not with circumstances.  

Love suffers a long, long time... 
•  no matter the evil and injury done by a person. 
•  no matter the neglect or ignoring by a loved one. 

  
Love suffers a long, long time without resentment, anger, or seeking revenge. Love controls itself in 

order to win the person, to help him to live, work, and serve as he should. 
  

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith" 
(Galatians 5:22). 

  
2.  Love is kind: courteous, good, helpful, useful, giving, showing and showering favors. Love does 

not resent evil; it does not revel in the hurt and neglect. Love reaches out in kindness: in helpfulness, in 
giving, and in showering favors upon the person who neglects or hurts you. 

  
"Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honor preferring one 

another" (Romans 12:10). 
  
3.  Love does not envy: is not jealous; does not have feelings against others because of what they have, 

such as gifts, position, friends, recognition, possessions, popularity, abilities. Love does not begrudge, 
attack, or downplay the abilities and success of others. Love shares, joys, and rejoices in the experience 
and good of others. 



  
"Let us not be desirous of vainglory, provoking one another, envying one another" 

(Galatians 5:26). 
  
4.  Love does not vaunt itself: is not boastful; does not brag nor seek recognition, honor, or applause 

from others. On the contrary, love seeks to give: to recognize, to honor, to applaud the other person. 
  

"For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think 
of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath 
dealt to every man the measure of faith" (Romans 12:3). 

  
5.  Love is not puffed up: prideful, arrogant, conceited; does not think nor act as though oneself is 

better or above others. Love is modest and humble; it recognizes and honors others. 
  

"Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 18:4). 

  
6.  Love does not behave itself unseemly: unbecomingly, rudely, indecently, unmannerly, 

disgracefully. Love does nothing to shame oneself. Love is orderly and controlled; it behaves and treats 
all persons with respect, honoring and respecting who they are. 

  
"That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without 

offense till the day of Christ" (Phil. 1:10). 
  
7.  Love seeks not her own: is not selfish; does not insist upon its own rights (Williams). Love is not 

focused upon who one is nor upon what one has done. Love seeks to serve others, not have others serving 
self. Love is acknowledging others, not insisting that others acknowledge self; it is giving to others, not 
insisting that others give to self. 

  
"Let no man seek his own, but every man another's wealth [welfare]" (1 Cor. 10:24). 

  
8.  Love is not easily provoked: not easily angered; not ready to take offense; not quick tempered. 

Love controls the emotions, and never becomes angry without a cause (Romans 12:18). 
  

"But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication 
out of your mouth" (Col. 3:8). 

  
9.  Love does not think evil: does not consider the wrong suffered; is not resentful; does not hold the 

evil done to self. Love suffers the evil done to it and forgets it. 
  

"But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil; but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right 
cheek, turn to him the other also" (Matthew 5:39). 

  
10.  Love does not rejoice in iniquity: unrighteousness, evil, wrong-doing. Love does not take pleasure 

in the unrighteousness and sin of others; it does not feed upon sin and wrong, nor does it pass along the 
stories of sin and wrong. Man's nature is too often fed the tragedy of evil, whether personal sin or natural 
disaster (cp. the daily news reports and most subjects of conversation between so many people). 

  
"Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in 

the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted" (Galatians 6:1). 
  



APPLICATION: 
How quickly people, including Christians, rush to tell others the misfortune of some 

acquaintance or even of a complete stranger.  Whether it is a sin or a tragedy, Christians have an 
obligation to speak guardedly, in love and kindness.  The power to do so is available through 
Christ—but it is up to the individual to call upon God and tap into that power. 

  
11.  Love rejoices in the truth: rejoices when the truth is known and when it prevails; rejoices when 

others are recognized and promoted for who they are and for what they have contributed. Love rejoices 
when the truth is rooted and grounded in a person and among the people of the world. Note that love 
never covers nor hides the truth; love is courageous in that it faces the truth. 

  
"Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbor: for we are 

members one of another" (Ephes. 4:25). 
  
12.  Love bears all things: the word bears means both to cover all things and to bear up under all 

things. Love does both: it stands up under the weight and onslaught of all things and it covers up the 
faults of others. It has no pleasure in exposing the wrong and weaknesses of others. Love bears up under 
any neglect, abuse, ridicule—anything that is thrown against it. 

  
"With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 

endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" (Ephes. 4:2-3). 
  
13.  Love believes all things: is totally trusting; wants to believe the best; is willing to believe the best. 

Love sees and understands the circumstances; love accepts, forgives, and believes the very best about a 
person. 

  
"And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again 

to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him" (Luke 17:4). 
  
14.  Love hopes all things: it expects the good to eventually triumph and to gain the victory; it refuses 

to accept failure; it always hopes for the best and for the ultimate triumph of the good—no matter how 
fallen or how tragic the fall or how difficult gaining the victory may seem. 

  
"For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why 

doth he yet hope for?" (Romans 8:24). 
  
15.  Love endureth all things: the word endures is a military word meaning to stand against the attack 

of an enemy. Love actively fights and endures all attacks. Love is strong, full of fortitude and fight, and it 
struggles against any and every assault to buckle in to being unloving. Love conquers and triumphs—
always—because it endures all things. No matter what attacks love, named or unnamed, it endures the 
attack and continues to love. 

  
"And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end 

shall be saved" (Matthew 10:22). 
  

APPLICATION: 
The point is well made: the dear friend of John was to walk in love no matter how others 

treated her. She was to love even as God's Son had loved when He was upon earth. So are we. 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 



Love is an action word.  As it has been pointed out, love is a behavior—a way of life.  Love is 
a walk. 

  
"Bruce Thielemann...told of a conversation with an active layman, who mentioned, 'You 

preachers talk a lot about giving, but when you get right down to it, it all comes down to 
basin theology.' 

"Thielemann asked, 'Basin theology?  What's that?' 
"The layman replied, 'Remember what Pilate did when he had the chance to acquit 

Jesus?  He called for a basin and washed his hands of the whole thing.  But Jesus, the 
night before His death, called for a basin and proceeded to wash the feet of the 
disciples.  It all comes down to basin theology: Which one will you use?'"  

  
When it comes to loving others, you can wash your hands of the whole affair like Pilate did, or 

you can humble yourself and love others as Jesus did.  Which are you doing? 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  If loving others is a sign of your obedience to God—how do you think you would rate 

on a scale of 1 to 10 in God's eyes?  (Note: in God's eyes, not your eyes.)  Are you satisfied 
with your level of obedience in this area? 

2.  Looking at what love is (patient, kind, rejoicing in truth, bearing all things, believing all 
things, hoping in all things, enduring all things) and what it is not (envious, boastful, prideful, 
disgraceful, selfish, easily angered, resentful, spiteful)—is it even possible to get through a 
day and be totally loving?  How can it be done?  Is it worth your efforts?  What are the 
benefits to you for making every effort to be loving? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
The commandment to love is very clear and straight-forward.  God has left no room for negotiation or 

delay.  The order is to love, love others, love even those who hate you.  Obedience will release God's 
power in your life.  Your enemies may fight you, but they will struggle with the irresistible love of 
God.  Your friends will be strengthened as you love them unconditionally.  Will you obey?  God has 
spoken... 

  
1.  Love is not a new commandment. 
2.  Love is a behavior—a way of life—a walk. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
 THE WARNING AGAINST DECEIVERS AND FALSE TEACHERS, v. 7-13 
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Memory Verse: 
"If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your 

house, neither bid him God speed" (2 John 10). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
Would you become alarmed if you saw a car driven by a stranger pull up to your child on the 

playground?  What if the stranger got out of the car and began to offer your child a piece of candy?  And 
then invited your child to take a ride in his car?  No doubt, you would be extremely alarmed and 
concerned for the safety of your child.  As a responsible parent, your first response should be to snatch 
your child away to safety; then tell the stranger to leave, get his license number, and call the authorities. 

As frightening as this scene is, it is just as scary and just as dangerous when God's children are enticed 
away from the truth by deceivers and false teachers.  Likewise, it is the role of every responsible believer 
to protect God's children from these evil people.  It is your responsibility to protect the innocent, to tell 
the deceiver to leave, and to warn others about the dangers lying in wait. 

  
One of the greatest problems faced by believers is false teaching. False teaching abounds everywhere. 

No matter which direction we turn, there are deceivers and impostors who go by the name of Christian, by 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; yet they are anything but followers of Him. But their teaching is 
cunning, and it contains enough of the truth that millions are ensnared by their seduction. This is the 
importance of this passage: it is a warning against deceivers or false teachers. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Guard against deceivers (v.7). 
2.  Watch yourself: do not lose the things you have already gained—receive a full reward (v.8). 
3.  Do not go too far: stay in the doctrine of Christ—prove your salvation (v.9). 
4.  Do not receive a deceiver; do not compromise: guard your testimony (v.10-11). 
5.  Conclusion: much exhortation is needed (v.12-13). 

  
1.  GUARD AGAINST DECEIVERS (v. 7). 

  
A deceiver is an impostor, a person who claims to be a follower of Christ, but he is not—not really. He 

does not live like Christ taught us to live, and he does not believe the truth about Christ. He lives and 
teaches something entirely different than what Christ lived and taught. Note three significant facts. 

1.  There are many deceivers in the world. There were many in the days of John and the elect lady, and 
there have been many ever since. Deceivers are in every area of society—in our factories and plants, 
schools and universities, clubs and recreational halls, offices and businesses, and even in our churches and 
religious societies.  

Some are businessmen; others are employees. Some are teachers; others are students. Some are 
ministers; others are laymen. Deceivers are everywhere, impostors who claim to be Christian, but they do 
not live for Christ nor do they believe what Christ taught. By their lives and by their beliefs and teachings, 
they deceive people. Through everyday conversation and sharing and from the teaching positions of the 
world, they ensnare people into the net of their false beliefs.  

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
The mission of a deceiver is simple: to deceive.  Every believer should be grounded in the truth 

in order to ward off the evil advances of those who distort the truth.  A deceiver is an agent of 
Satan.  Because Satan is the father of lies, don't trust anything his disciples say to you.  A deceiver 
will try to convince you that the devil is not real, not real at all. 

  



"A young man...stood on the outside of a crowd and boasted that he would make 
the...[street-corner] preacher...[quit] preaching.  He shouted: 'Hi, Mister, you can go 
home; you needn't preach any more—the Devil's dead!' 

"The preacher looked at the young man sternly, and replied: 'The Devil's dead?  Then 
you're an orphan!'"  

  
Do not believe a word that a deceiver says.  They are impostors who live to deceive.  Do not 

ever let them deceive you. 
  
2.  Note who a deceiver is: he is a person who denies that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. That is, he 

denies that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 
⇒  He denies the deity of Jesus Christ: that He is the Son of God who came out of heaven, 

out from the spiritual world and dimension into this world; who came through the womb of a 
virgin as the God-Man to save the world. 

⇒  He denies that Jesus Christ is the sinless Son of God who lived a perfect and righteous 
life and thereby secured the ideal and perfect righteousness for man. 

⇒  He denies the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ: that He died as the sacrifice for 
man's sins and that He arose from the dead to conquer death for man. 

⇒  He denies the Lordship of Jesus Christ: that He is truly the Son of God seated at the 
right hand of God as the Lord and God of the universe. 

⇒  He denies the return of Jesus Christ to earth: that He is coming again to execute 
judgment upon the earth. 

  
Any person can be a deceiver. No matter who we are, if we do not believe that God's Son, the Lord 

Jesus Christ, has come in the flesh, then we deceive people and mislead them. We ensnare them into false 
belief and doom them to be separated from God forever. How? By teaching them that they can be good 
enough on their own to become acceptable to God; that they can do enough good and be religious enough 
to make God accept them. But this is false teaching, for God is perfect and He can accept only perfection. 
No person is perfect; therefore, all persons are doomed if they present only their own goodness to God. 
Their goodness is not perfection. We have all committed some sins, and we are all short of God's glory. 
We all stand guilty before God. Therefore, there has to be a perfect sacrifice for our sins. This is the 
glorious news about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He came to earth to live a sinless life and to become the 
Perfect and Ideal Man. This He did so that He could be the perfect and ideal sacrifice for our sins. Jesus 
Christ has taken our sins upon Himself and borne the punishment for them. Therefore, sin is taken care of. 
Sin can be removed from us, and God can accept us in Christ as sinless and perfect. 

This is the point: this is the reason that God had to send His Son into the world. If we deny Jesus 
Christ, if we do not trust Jesus Christ as the perfect sacrifice for our sins, then we are doomed—doomed 
because we still bear our sins. And God cannot allow a single sinner to contaminate and dirty the 
perfection of heaven. Sin has to be removed before God can ever accept us and allow us to live in His 
presence. 

Therefore, any person who denies that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is a deceiver. He is denying 
what God has done. And most tragic of all: he leads other people astray. 

Note one other fact about this verse of Scripture. The words "Jesus Christ is come in the flesh" is in 
the present tense. That is, the deceiver denies that God or the Son of God could ever come to earth. 

⇒  He denies that God's Son came the first time; denies that Jesus the carpenter was the 
Son of God. 

⇒  He denies that the Son of God is ever coming; denies a second coming or any other 
coming of the Son of God to earth. 

  



The deceiver just does not believe that God could or would ever come to earth. He does not believe 
that God could become a man, or else that He ever would become a man. And if God could come to earth, 
the deceiver sees no need for such an act—for to him man is capable of becoming good enough to secure 
God's approval and acceptance on his own. 

3.  Note that the deceiver is called an antichrist; that is, he is a forerunner of the antichrist (see 1 John 
2:18). 

  
APPLICATION: 
The warning has been sounded. We must guard against deceivers and false teachers. 

  
"Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly 

they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes 
of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a 
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither 
can a corrupt tree being forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit 
is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in 
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name cast out 
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto 
them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity" (Matthew 7:15-23). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Have you ever been deceived by someone?  How and why did it happen?  Could it 
happen again? 

2.  How do deceivers sneak into churches?  What can your church do to protect itself?  In 
what ways can you protect yourself from deceivers? 

  
2.  WATCH YOURSELF: DO NOT LOSE THE THINGS YOU HAVE ALREADY 

GAINED—RECEIVE A FULL REWARD (v. 8). 
  
Remember: John is writing to a dear mother and her children. False teaching was so rampant that the 

family unit itself needed to be on guard. The family needed to consider what teachers they were listening 
to and sitting under. Note why: lest they lose the reward for the good works they had already done. 
Believers are to be rewarded for their good works, for their labor for Christ. But there is danger that they 
can lose their reward. What is that danger? Heeding false teaching. If we heed false teaching, we will lose 
our reward. 

  
APPLICATION: 
No matter how much charisma a teacher may have, no matter how much we may like him, no 

matter how persuasive he may be—we must not listen to him, not if he is denying that God's Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, has come to earth as a Man. If we are led astray, we will lose our reward. 

  
"Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: for thou renderest to every man 

according to his work" (Psalm 62:12). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
This is a strong warning: the believer can lose his reward.  The believer is never to rest on his 

accolades and become passive toward the truth. 
  



There is the story told of a city slicker who decided to become a farmer.  He bought a 
farm and moved his family out in the country.  The man who sold the farm to him had said, 
"Mister, it's pretty simple out here: till the soil, plant the seed, pull the weeds, pray for 
rain, and then harvest the crop." 

The city slicker had gotten a good deal on the farm, and it was a good farm with plenty 
of rich soil and excellent irrigation.  By harvest time the city slicker felt he would be known 
as a great farmer.  But this is not the end of the story. 

During the growing season, the city slicker figured he would save some labor costs and 
not pull the weeds.  He reasoned the crops would grow faster than the weeds and smother 
out whatever weeds shot up.  But what he discovered was a rude awakening: when harvest 
time came, it was one of the saddest days of his life. What should have been the bumper 
crop of a lifetime turned out to be a lifetime supply of weeds. 

The city slicker had been given the opportunity of a lifetime, but he lost it all because 
the weeds had choked out the crops.  He lost his reward.  In the same sense, the Christian 
believer can have a field of blessings in store.  But if false teaching is allowed to take over, 
it will ruin the fruit in the believer's life. 

  
You've come too far to turn back now—keep on weeding out the lies and 

deception!  Remember harvest time. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Have you ever lost a reward or prize because you let your guard down?  How did it 

make you feel?  Would you do differently if you had another chance? 
2.  When are you most likely to get caught off guard?  Can you keep yourself alert to the 

dangers of false teachers?  How? 
  

3.  DO NOT GO TOO FAR: STAY IN THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST—PROVE YOUR 
SALVATION (v. 9). 

  
The person who does not abide in the teachings of Christ does not have or possess God. The Greek 

words mean to transgress against God by going too far, by trying to move out ahead of Christ. There are 
many teachers, ministers and laymen alike, who would like to be progressive and creative, to come up 
with a novel idea, to make some advancement in thought. They want people to recognize and approve 
them; therefore, they try to impress people. In so doing, they go beyond Christ and what He taught. They 
twist or branch off from the teachings of Christ. John warns against this: if a person does not stay in the 
teachings of Christ, then he does not have God. He is not saved; he is not truly born of God. The only 
person who is born of God is the person who stays in the teachings of Christ. This does not mean that 
believers are not to be creative and thoughtful. It means that we must not move out beyond Christ and 
what He taught. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Note: it is the teachings of Christ that we are to follow, not teachings about Christ. We must be 

progressive and seek after progress, but it should be toward Christ, not away from Him. What are 
the teachings of Christ? The following verses give us the doctrine of Christ. 

  
"And the word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the 

glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth" (John 1:14). 
"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man 

be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life" 
(John 3:14-15). 



"That all men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He that 
honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him" (John 5:23).  

"And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall 
never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst" (John 6:35).  

"I and my Father are one" (John 10:30).  
"And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ, whom thou hast sent" (John 17:3). 
"And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are 

not written in this book: But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name" (John 
20:30-31). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  In your day to day life, how can you abide in the doctrine of Christ? 
2.  What motivates some people to abandon the doctrine of Christ and live by the world's 

standards? 
3.  Why is the difference between the teachings of Christ and the teachings about Christ so 

important? 
  

4.  DO NOT RECEIVE A DECEIVER; DO NOT COMPROMISE: GUARD YOUR 
TESTIMONY (v. 10-11). 

  
Remember: most churches of that day and time met in the homes of prominent members (cp. Romans 

16:5; Col. 4:15). It is likely that the church was meeting in the home of this dear lady and her children. If 
not, then she had apparently refused to provide room and board or to welcome some false teachers into 
her home. The charge is strong and its meaning is perfectly clear. False teachers are not to be allowed in 
the church nor in our homes. There is no greater danger to a church or a home than the threat of false 
teachers. False teachers doom the souls of people, shut them off from Christ. And any person who is shut 
off from Christ is not acceptable to God. Therefore, the church and the members of our families must be 
protected at all costs from false teachers. Note: we are not to encourage the false teacher at all; not to 
welcome him nor to bid him "God speed." If we encourage him, God counts us as a participant in his evil 
deeds. This means, of course, that we do not support deceivers and false teachers... 

•  by allowing them to be around our children or young people. 
•  by allowing them to be around believers where they can share their ideas. 
•  by allowing them to teach in our churches. 
•  by attending their meetings. 
•  by supporting them financially. 
•  by showing any encouragement whatsoever to them. 

  
Any person who denies Jesus Christ is the most dangerous person alive, for he can doom our children 

and loved ones and even doom us. Jesus Christ is God's Son, and God loves His Son with a divine 
jealousy and vengeance over how men treat Him. No matter what we may feel or think, God is both love 
and just, and His justice must be executed the same as His love has been demonstrated. The point is this: 
God's justice stands more against those who teach that Jesus Christ is not His Son than against anyone 
else. 

  
"Give not that which is holy unto the dogs [false teachers], neither cast ye your pearls 

[the truth of the gospel] before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again 
and rend you" (Matthew 7:6). 



"I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ 
unto another gospel: which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would 
pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said 
before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have 
received, let him be accursed" (Galatians 1:6-9). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Would you allow an enemy into your home whose mission was to destroy you?  Of course 

not.  But every day members of cults are invited into the homes of many who know no better.  If 
the devil's agents come knocking on your door, will you let them in? 

  
One day two members of a cult knocked on the door of a suburban home.  They had 

their speech all prepared, a speech which had already gotten them two converts that very 
day. 

The owner of the home opened the door and greeted them.  The two cult members knew 
they were out of their comfort zone when they peered inside and noticed a number of 
people with Bibles in their laps.  "Hi there.  We're having a Bible study.  Do you want to 
join us?" asked the owner of the home. 

The two cult members backed up and sped for safety.  After going a few blocks, the 
younger cult member asked his mentor why they had left so quickly.  The older member 
said, "We've been trained to teach them what we know, not to listen to what they 
think.  Those people would have been in control, not us.  Next time, let's be sure we avoid 
those doors with the fish symbol.  We need to look elsewhere!" 

  
Do cult members ever knock at your door?  Send them quickly on their way! 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Why is it dangerous to invite a false teacher into your home? 
2.  How can you protect yourself from those who come knocking on your door in an 

attempt to deceive you? 
  

5.  CONCLUSION: MUCH EXHORTATION IS NEEDED (v. 12-13). 
  
John had much that needed to be said to this dear lady and her children. But it would be better to say it 

to them face to face. Therefore, John planned a trip to visit her and the other believers in the area.  
  

APPLICATION: 
Note how important the gospel is even for believers—so important that John would plan a 

special trip to share the glorious teachings of Jesus Christ. And remember: John was already an 
elderly man. 

  
Note that the elect lady had a sister. The final words are greetings from the children of the 

sister. This is significant: it shows how the gospel had spread throughout the whole family. First 
one sister was reached for Christ, then the other sister, and then the children of both families. 
When we surrender our lives to Jesus Christ, our duty is to do all we can to reach our families for 
Christ, all our brothers and sisters and their families. 

  
"But sanctify the lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer 

to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and 
fear" (1 Peter 3:15). 



  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Who in your family needs to hear the gospel?  Have you been faithful to share with 
them and bear a good testimony? 

2.  In what ways can you improve your testimony and be more bold in your witness? 
3.  What is the ultimate goal of exhortation? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
The warning has been given in plain terms: Guard yourself against deceivers and false teachers.  The 

devil's agents are coming in droves into your community.  Watch out for God's people by carefully 
following these instructions: 

  
1.  Guard against deceivers. 
2.  Watch yourself: do not lose the things you have already gained—receive a full reward. 
3.  Do not go too far: stay in the doctrine of Christ—prove your salvation. 
4.  Do not receive a deceiver; do not compromise: guard your testimony. 
5.  Conclusion: much exhortation is needed. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
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AUTHOR: John, the Apostle (see 1 John, Introductory Notes). 
  
DATE: Probably A.D. 85-95 (see 1 John, Introductory Notes). 
  
TO WHOM WRITTEN: "The well-beloved Gaius" (3 John 1). (See outline—  3 John 1-8 and 

notes— 3 John 1-8 for a discussion of Gaius.) 
  



PURPOSE: To warn against rejecting true ministers and spiritual leadership. (See Introduction, 
Special Features, pt.2—2 John for more discussion.) 

  
SPECIAL FEATURES:  
1.  3 John is "A General Epistle." That is, it is not written to a specific church. It is written from a 

pastor whose leadership and authority have been unduly rejected (3 John 9). He now appeals to another 
leader to hear and receive his instructions. 

2.  3 John is "An Epistle Governing Traveling Ministers such as Prophets, Teachers, Evangelists, and 
Missionaries." After the apostles died off, a clash arose over the ministers of local churches and the 
traveling ministers. There were some false ministers who had begun to fill the pulpits of the local 
churches and others who had begun to travel about taking advantage of the Christians who were kind 
enough to provide them food and lodging during their ministry and stay (2 John 10). Because of this 
abuse, some within the churches arose and began to oppose all traveling ministers (Diotrephes of 3 John 
is an example of this). In 2 John, John writes the elect lady to warn her of false teachers. But on the other 
hand, he writes Gaius to encourage him to receive the true prophets (3 John). 3 John shows that the 
conflict had become so heated that Diotrephes was even trying to have church members expelled if they 
accepted the traveling minister. 

 THE SPIRITUAL & BELOVED LEADER, v. 1-8 
»Front Matter  »Book Intro  »Detailed Outline 
Study 1:  GAIUS, A MAN WHO HELPED MUCH 
Text:  3 John 1-8 
Aim:  To set the standard for leadership within the church. 
Memory Verse: 
"I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth" (3 John 4). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
What expectations do you have of those who lead you, whether in the workplace, at school, in church, 

or in the government?  In previous generations, a leader was expected... 
•  to be brave 
•  to be a servant 
•  to be honest 
•  to be diligent 
•  to be capable 
•  to be sacrificing 

  
But through the years, something terrible has gone wrong.  People have come to expect and accept 

much less of their leaders—even from the highest offices in the country.  Unfortunately, holding a high 
position no longer guarantees honesty, trustworthiness, or capability.  When it comes to the spiritual 
leaders, should your expectations be higher or lower than for other leaders?  Do you expect them to be 
loving...spiritual...truthful?  In an age where leadership often falters at every turn and is non-existent in 
some places, leaders like Gaius must be raised up.  But if you have no expectations, then don't expect 
very much from your spiritual leaders. 

  
Leadership within the church is critical. Church leaders are chosen to lead people to Jesus Christ. 

Therefore how leaders live and behave is of critical importance: their lives affect the whole church. Their 
behavior often determines the growth of believers and whether or not the church has a dynamic ministry 
for Christ. This is what the letter of Third John is all about, leadership within the church. Three leaders 
are seen, two were godly men and one was a troublemaker. The first leader was Gaius. He is a picture of 
the spiritual and beloved leader, a man who took the lead within the church by reaching out and helping 
all those who needed help. 



  
OUTLINE: 

1.  He was well-beloved (v.1). 
2.  He prospered spiritually—despite ill health (v.2). 
3.  He walked in the truth (v.3-4). 
4.  He helped Christian believers and strangers (v.5-8). 

  
1.  HE WAS WELL-BELOVED (v. 1). 

  
Note that John calls Gaius beloved four times (3 John 1, 2, 5, 11). Gaius was dear to the heart of John. 

He was deeply loved. Why? Apparently they were close friends, but their friendship was not the main 
reason for their bond. The main reason for their close bond was Christ. Gaius had trusted Jesus Christ as 
his Savior and was faithful to the call God had given him. He was a leader in the church and he did his job 
well. He lived for Christ and performed his functions for the sake of Christ and the church (see outline 
point 2. "She Was Loved In The Truth"—2 John 1-2 for more discussion). John loved Gaius because he 
was both a dear friend and a great servant of Christ. 

  
"A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, 

that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another" (John 13:34-35). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Is there someone whom you look upon as beloved?  What traits does this person have 
that you admire? 

2.  How would it feel to have someone call you beloved?  Special?  Appreciated?  Is there 
someone who looks upon you that way?  How can you inspire someone to look upon you with 
such admiration and affection? 

  
2.  HE PROSPERED SPIRITUALLY DESPITE ILL HEALTH (v. 2). 

  
Gaius was apparently a man who suffered some illness or disease or was at least subject to being sick 

a lot. His health crosses John's mind, and John wants him to know that he is thinking of him and praying 
for his health just as he is praying for his soul to prosper. Note two things. 

1.  Gaius' soul did prosper. John actually says that it prospered. The idea is that he was growing 
spiritually, growing stronger and stronger in Christ and in the fruit of the Spirit. He experienced the 
fulness of God day by day... 

•        love 
•        joy 
•        peace 
•        long-

suffering 
•        

gentleness 

•        
goodness 

•        
faith 

•        
meekness 

•        
self-control 

  
Gaius, the church leader, prospered in that he experienced both abundant and eternal life. He knew 

God's care and guidance every day of his life. 
2.  John prayed for Gaius to prosper and to be in good health. In this case, John was wanting Gaius to 

be prosperous, fulfilled, and satisfied in all of life... 
•  in his home 



•  in his work 
•  in his relationships 
•  in his leadership 
•  in his church 
•  in whatever he undertook 

  
APPLICATION: 
We should be praying for one another—for all believers—to be prosperous, fulfilled, and 

satisfied in all that we undertake. We should be praying for success and joy in all of life. But 
remember: success does not mean money as much as it means joy, fulfillment, and satisfaction. 
Nothing can ever take the place of peace of heart and mind. And peace comes only through Jesus 
Christ. 

  
"For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, 

having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come" (1 Tim. 4:8). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
A common misconception is that prosperity applies only to material wealth.  But God's 

standards are much higher and much purer.  Here is one missionary's story of such standards. 
  

"Missionary Jack Shiflett was speaking to one of his supporting churches.  Having 
spent 11 years in Spain, Shiflett talked about the frustrations of presenting Jesus to people 
who don't think they need the gospel. 

"In the past couple of years, though, Jack and his wife Cheryl have seen their ministry 
begin to bear fruit.  At least 17 people have accepted Jesus as Savior.  Yet that was after 
many years with few results.  To emphasize his appreciation for the faithfulness of this 
church, Shiflett said, 'After 8 years, we came to you and reported that we had led one 
person to Jesus Christ.  And you sent us back.' 

"The people at the church had recognized that the hallmark of servanthood is 
faithfulness, not results.  Results, they knew, rested in God's hands through the work of the 
Holy Spirit."  

  
Spiritual prosperity comes from faithfully doing the will of God—nothing more, nothing less. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Is there any earthly prosperity that can equal or exceed the benefits of spiritual 
prosperity? 

2.  Do you work as hard for spiritual prosperity as you do for earthly prosperity?  If not, 
isn't it time you started?  If so, what benefits have you reaped? 

  
3.  HE WALKED IN THE TRUTH (v. 3-4). 

  
Note two significant facts. 
1.  Gaius, the church leader, had a strong testimony among the believers of the church. Some of the 

believers had visited the city where John was and shared the testimony of Gaius with John. What they 
shared was this: Gaius walked in the truth. This means that he walked in the truth of Jesus Christ and in 
the truth of God's Word. 

⇒  Jesus Christ said that He is the truth. 
  



"Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me" (John 14:6). 

  
Jesus Christ is the truth, the very ideal of humanity, the Ideal and Perfect Man. Jesus Christ 

is everything that a person should be, all that God wants a person to be. Therefore, Gaius 
walked in Jesus Christ. He patterned his life after the truth, after Jesus Christ Himself. 

⇒  Jesus Christ also said that the Word of God is truth. 
  

"Sanctify them through thy truth, thy word is truth" (John 17:17). 
  

All that a person should be is also written out in the Word of God. God's Word spells out 
the ideal and perfect person, just what God wants a person to be. Therefore, Gaius obeyed the 
Word of God. He walked in the truth of God's Word and lived as God's Word says to live. 

  
2.  Gaius brought joy to the hearts of believers. Not only were the believers joying in the testimony of 

Gaius, but John himself joyed in Gaius as well. But note again: he was not joying in Gaius' friendship, 
although he was bound to be thankful for a friend as close as Gaius. John was joyful over the Christian 
life Gaius was living, over the fact that Gaius walked in the truth. 

Note another significant fact: Gaius was apparently standing firm in the truth despite severe opposition 
from another church leader and a clique that the divisive leader had drawn around him (3 John 9-11). 

  
APPLICATION: 
What a man Gaius must have been! It is difficult enough to stand against the normal 

temptations and trials of life, but when fellow believers begin to attack us, it makes standing up for 
the truth even more difficult. The tendency is to back off and just keep silent, letting things run 
their course. But note Gaius. He stood up for the truth of Christ and of God's Word. He stood 
against those within the church who were not following the truth, who were damaging and 
destroying the church by their divisiveness. 

  
"And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 

take up his cross daily, and follow me" (Luke 9:23). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Looking at your own life, do you think you walk in the truth?  Would other people say 

you do?  What is your gauge for judging yourself? 
2.  What barriers keep you from walking in truth?  How can they be overcome? 
3.  When is the last time you stood up for the truth when it was not an easy thing to 

do?  How does trusting God help you to walk in truth when it gets hard? 
  

4.  HE HELPED CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS AND STRANGERS (v. 5-8). 
  
This tells us why John was writing to Gaius and the church. There were some in the church who did 

not like the idea of traveling ministers visiting and holding meetings in their church. They were opposed 
to any kind of minister or ministry that was not settled within the church itself. They did not, therefore, 
want the traveling evangelists, missionaries, prophets, and teachers preaching and teaching in their 
church. They saw no use for their ministry. They felt... 

•  that believers could learn all they needed to know from their own ministers and from 
others in the settled ministry. 

•  that they did not need help in reaching out to the lost. 
•  that they could carry out the mission of Christ without the help of traveling ministers. 



  
This will be seen when the opposition is discussed in the next passage and outline. For now, note three 

significant points. 
1.  Gaius was doing all he could to help the traveling ministers. He was opening his home and 

supporting them—so much so that he had a strong testimony in the ministry of hospitality. Note that he 
even opened his home to strangers in order to reach and grow them in Christ. 

  
2.  Gaius is to continue to receive and support the traveling ministers (3 John 6b). Note: it is said that 

this is exactly what God Himself would do. Gaius is told this is the godly way, the godly thing to do. That 
is, it is exactly what God would do; therefore, it is what the church leader is to do. There are two strong 
reasons why. 

a.  Traveling ministers should be received and supported as they go forth for Christ. They 
have dedicated their lives to serve Christ by reaching the lost and growing believers, and the 
church needs their ministry. In addition, they have made the commitment by faith, without 
receiving a regular income. 

b.  Traveling ministers should be received and supported because we need to be fellow-
workers in the truth. There is no question: they are workers in the truth. Traveling evangelists, 
missionaries, prophets, and teachers alike are carrying the gospel of truth across the world. The 
only question is: Are we in the local church going to be fellow workers with them? John says it 
is the very thing that God Himself would do. Therefore, we in the local church must labor with 
all those who walk in the truth of Jesus Christ and the Word of God. We must labor with all 
those chosen by God to carry forth the Word of truth, the Word of His dear Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Gaius is a dynamic example for the leaders of the local church. All Christian leaders are to... 

•  open their homes to strangers: college students who are away from home, single 
parents with children, the homeless, the needy, the hungry, foreigners, and all others. 

•  open their homes in supporting the traveling evangelists and teachers who are 
faithfully serving our Lord Jesus. 

•  open their homes to the various ministries of the church such as Bible Study 
groups, youth meetings and fellowships. 

  
"Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality" (Romans 

12:13). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
For thousands of years, God has used the home for a place of ministry.  After all, before 

buildings with a steeple were built, homes of believers were where God's people gathered for 
worship and fellowship. 

  
Years ago a married couple had a tremendous burden for the young people of their 

community.  Drugs and sex had become the gateway to an empty life.  The couple saw that 
the only way to fill the empty lives of the young people was to fill them with Jesus. 

The couple opened up their home, anticipating a handful of kids might come. But they 
were overwhelmed when over fifty love-starved people crammed into their living 
room.  Like baby birds in a nest, they came expecting to be fed every week.  In that living 
room, eternal life was received.  The power of drugs and sex was broken.  And for the first 
time in their lives, these kids finally had a purpose: to love God, to help their friends and 
classmates find Christ and the fulness of life and joy in Him. 

The fruit of this Christian couple's ministry is still going on. 



  
Did this couple have to make any sacrifices?  Sure.  They sacrificed their time and  the wear 

and tear on their home.  Years later they replaced the worn-out sofa and the carpet.  It was a good 
investment: changed lives for a changed sofa and carpet.  Would you be willing to make the same 
investment? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How often do you fellowship with others in your home?  In what ways can your home 
be a place of ministry? 

2.  Can you cultivate the gift of hospitality? 
3.  The home is an effective place for Christian ministry, but too often we think of it as 

ours—our haven, our hideaway, our refuge.  What is wrong with this thinking? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
Now more than ever the church of Jesus Christ is in need of men and women who will lead others to 

follow Christ more closely.  With the privilege of leadership comes the great responsibility to be found 
faithful as a leader of God's people.  The life of Gaius has set the standard for leadership in the 
church.  Your expectations for spiritual leaders should be framed around his character traits... 

  
1.  He was well-beloved. 
2.  He prospered spiritually—despite ill health. 
3.  He walked in the truth. 
4.  He helped Christian believers and strangers. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
 THE DIVISIVE CHURCH LEADER AND THE GODLY MINISTER, v. 9-14 

»Front Matter  »Book Intro  »Detailed Outline 
Study 1:  THE DIVISIVE CHURCH LEADER AND THE GODLY MINISTER 
Text:  3 John 9-14 
Aim:  To learn how to defeat the schemes of the divisive church leader. 
Memory Verse: 
"Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good.  He that doeth good is 

of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God" (3 John 11). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
Whenever an electrical appliance breaks down, it is the repairman's task to carefully probe until he can 

find the source of the problem.  As he traces the problem... 
•  he examines the wiring 
•  he examines the switches 
•  he examines the motor 

  



Eventually, he discovers the cause for the appliance's failure.  Like any appliance, a church can also go 
bad and stop working.  What is the source of the chaos? 

  
There once were three people who were in a heated argument over which profession was the 

oldest.  A surgeon who was well-known for his great skill (and for his not-so-great humility) 
swelled up his chest and said, "My Bible says that God made Eve by cutting a rib out of 
Adam.  Gentlemen, that makes mine the oldest profession in the world." 

"No way!" responded the mechanical engineer.  "Before that happened, God made the earth in 
six days in spite of the chaos.  It took an engineer to pull off something that overwhelming." 

As it was to be expected, the politician had the last word, "Yes, but who created the chaos?" 
  
Even as God sends key people to strengthen a church, Satan also sends in his agents to sap the life out 

of a church.  A divisive church leader has left his fingerprints of chaos on more than one church.  What 
can be done, if anything at all? 

  
A divisive leader is one of the most serious problems that ever confronts a church. When a church has 

within its ranks a divisive leader, the very life and ministry of the church are threatened. A divisive leader 
always carries a church through one of its most traumatic experiences. He usually gathers others around 
him into a clique of opposition, and when he goes this far, he becomes much more of a threat to the life of 
the church. This is the very reason that Third John was written. There was a divisive leader in the church 
who was causing serious problems. In writing, John covers the traits of the divisive leader and he tells us 
how to handle him. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  The divisive church leader (v.9-11). 
2.  The godly leader who stands in the truth (v.12). 
3.  Conclusion: the problem in the church was so severe that a personal visit was needed by the 

minister John (v.13-14). 
  

1.  THE DIVISIVE CHURCH LEADER (v. 9-11). 
  
There is the divisive church leader, a man called Diotrephes. Who was he? All we know is what is said 

here, for this is the only time he is mentioned in Scripture. But a great deal is given here. We can tell that 
he was a prominent leader in the church. Note: he had enough authority to reject John's letter, and 
remember John was not only an apostle, but one of the three closest apostles to Christ (3 John 9). He also 
had enough authority to stop traveling ministers from holding meetings in the church, ministers such as 
evangelists, teachers, and prophets (3 John 10). He even had the authority to force people out of the 
church (3 John 10). 

All this points to his being a minister or one of the highest lay officials in the church such as a deacon. 
What an enormous opportunity and privilege he had! Holding such a high call in the church, he could 
have been a dynamic example of what a believer should be—an example of love, care, ministry, outreach, 
evangelism, and of purity of life. But the legacy he has left behind is a far cry from being a testimony. His 
legacy is division. Imagine! After his death, the major thing remembered about him is that he was the 
person who caused division in the church. Six things are said about him. 

1.  Diotrephes, the divisive leader, loved recognition. He loved to be preeminent, to be first in the 
church (3 John 9). 

⇒  He wanted people recognizing him as the most important leader in the church. 
⇒  He wanted people coming to him for advice and counsel. 
⇒  He wanted people seeking his opinion first before they went to others. 
⇒  He wanted all new ideas and ministries and programs to be brought to him first. 



⇒  He wanted to sit in on all major discussions and meetings. 
⇒  He wanted to have the major say-so in all decisions. 
⇒  He wanted the right to approve or disapprove who did what in the church. 

  
On and on the list could go. This church leader wanted to be first, to have the recognition and 

preeminence in the church. 
  

APPLICATION: 
A.T. Robertson shares a personal experience that is most interesting and that should speak to 

all of our hearts about how insidious the desire to be first can be: 
  

"He [Diotrephes] may have been an elder (bishop) or deacon, but clearly desired to 
rule the whole church. Some forty years ago I wrote an article on Diotrephes for a 
denominational paper. The editor told me that twenty-five deacons stopped the paper to 
show their resentment against being personally attacked in the paper."  

  
This tells us that Diotrephes was not the only one in history who has displayed these same 

characteristics!  It is a problem still being dealt with today. 
  

"Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend 
to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits" (Romans 12:16). 

  
2.  Diotrephes, the divisive leader, rejected ministerial leadership. Note: John had written some 

previous letter to the church. Again remember that this is John the apostle, one of the men who had 
walked with Jesus Himself. But this did not matter to this divisive leader. He rejected John's authority as a 
minister of God. In fact, he totally rejected the minister's authority. He would not even allow John's letter 
to be read before the church. This is the very reason John has addressed this letter to Gaius. Diotrephes 
had destroyed John's former letter to the church; therefore, this time John sends the letter to Gaius, who is 
another leader in the church. 

  
APPLICATION: 
When a person wants his own way in the church, authority matters little. In fact, this is usually 

the way we can tell whether or not a person is wanting to be recognized: if he is rejecting the 
appointed authority in the church. 

  
"Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each 

esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every 
man also on the things of others" (Phil. 2:3-4). 

  
3.  Diotrephes criticized, talked about, and censored the minister. And note: he used malicious words; 

he was bitter and divisive against the minister John. He went about overflowing with talk and rattling on 
about the matter, talking against and letting the members know that he opposed the minister. 

  
"But I say unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account 

thereof in the day of judgment" (Matthew 12:36). 
  
4.  Diotrephes opposed those who stood behind the minister. The issue within the church was whether 

or not to support traveling ministers such as evangelists, prophets, missionaries, and teachers. Some in the 
church led by Diotrephes felt that the only legitimate ministers were ministers of local churches. They felt 
that ministers such as traveling evangelists, prophets, missionaries, and outside teachers were not needed, 
that the church did not need their help to mature the believers nor to reach out to the lost. 



  
But note: the minister John knew better. He knew that the Lord Jesus Christ had called and appointed 

specific officers for His church. He knew that believers needed the help of many ministers with very 
special gifts, ministers who could help the believers grow and carry out their own ministry. John knew 
that evangelists and missionaries could help the church reach out to reap the lost and stir believers to be 
more outreach minded. John knew that teachers and prophets could help believers of the local church 
grow, help them by giving them a different personality, voice, and perspective of God's Word and 
Christian growth. 

As stated, the divisive leader, Diotrephes, opposed John the minister. He was so strong in his 
opposition that he was publicly opposing those who stood behind the minister. He was even driving some 
of them out and away from the church. 

5.  Diotrephes had to be disciplined. He was destroying the church. He had opposed the minister John 
so much that some believers had already left the church. He was disturbing every facet of church life: 

⇒  affecting the testimony of the church before the world 
⇒  affecting the fellowship among believers 
⇒  affecting the spirit and enthusiasm of the believers, causing gloom and a disheartened 

spirit to set in 
⇒  affecting young and immature believers 
⇒  affecting the church's outreach into the community 
⇒  affecting the ministries and programs of the church. Few felt like participating. 
⇒  affecting the reaching of the lost. Outsiders looked upon the church as being 

hypocritical. 
⇒  affecting the offerings of the church 

  
This and so much more are what always happens when a divisive leader stirs up trouble within a 

church. This is the reason why a divisive leader must always be disciplined. Note: John says that he will 
deal with Diotrephes when he visits the church (3 John 9). The idea is that he, as the minister of God, is 
going to lead the church to discipline him. Jesus Christ instructs us how to handle discipline in the church, 
and no doubt, this is what John meant. 

  
"Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between 

thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear 
thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every 
word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if 
he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican" 
(Matthew 18:15-17). 

  
6.  Diotrephes was not to be followed. This is a strong warning issued by the minister John: do not 

follow that which is evil, but follow that which is good. A divisive leader is not to be followed. He may 
be a leader; he may even be the first leader in the church, but he is not to be followed if he is divisive and 
bucking against the authority of the minister and other leaders of the church. No matter who he is, no 
matter what his position, his leadership is to be rejected if he begins to sow seeds of divisiveness. His evil 
is not to be followed. Note why; the reason is shocking: a divisive person does evil, and the person who 
does evil is not born of God. No matter what the divisive person claims, no matter how great a leader he 
is in the church, no matter how long he has been in the church—the divisive person is not born of God. 
How could he be? For God is good, and only the person who does good is born of God. 

  
"Let love be without dissimulation [hypocrisy]. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that 

which is good" (Romans 12:9). 
  



ILLUSTRATION: 
Is the memory of Diotrephes gone forever?  Not a chance.  His descendants are still busy in the 

house of God.  Here is one account of many. 
  

On the surface, Alex looked like every pastor's dream for a member.  Alex was a good 
tither, had a good singing voice, was willing to teach Sunday school, and never missed a 
work day at the church building.  Because Alex wanted to get involved in the work of the 
church, the pastor gladly invited his contribution to the church. 

All the while, the pastor thought Alex was happy with the church, but Alex was 
not.  Even though the pastor had given Alex a lot of public recognition, he still craved 
more.  Alex was addicted to the praise of men and needed to be the center of attention.  He 
cunningly slandered the pastor's name, eating away at his reputation, building up his 
failures and holding his faults under a magnifying glass for all to see. 

After a few months, the situation had degenerated so badly that the pastor felt like a 
stranger in his own church.  Alex had turned the people against him with a well-thought-
out strategy of character assassination.  Those who disagreed with Alex's opinion of the 
pastor were called blind fools. 

The result of Alex's assault on the church was not a pretty sight.  The body of Christ 
was bloodied and split into jagged, wounded parts.  When discipline was applied to Alex, 
he laughed and took his personal agenda to another church which welcomed him with 
open arms.  Little did they realize what they had just invited into the fellowship—a snake in 
the grass, waiting to strike again. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What are some character traits of a divisive church leader? 
2.  What is a divisive leader's attitude toward spiritual authority?  Why is this attitude lethal 

to a congregation? 
3.  How should a divisive church leader be disciplined? 
4.  In what ways can a divisive church leader affect believers in a church? 

  
2.  THE GODLY LEADER WHO STANDS IN THE TRUTH (v. 12). 

  
Who is Demetrius? What is said here in this verse is all we know. 

⇒  He could be a leader in the church who stood toe to toe with Diotrephes. If so, then 
John is telling Gaius to lead the church in supporting him. 

⇒  Most likely he is the minister and messenger John is sending to the church to deliver 
this third letter of John, a minister who is to help straighten out the division in the church. 

  
Whatever the case, Demetrius stands as a dynamic example of a godly leader, of just what a leader in 

the church should be. Note three strong facts about him. 
1.  Demetrius had a strong testimony among all believers. Few leaders have a dynamic testimony 

among all, but this church leader did. He was held in the highest esteem by God's people. They respected 
him greatly. 

2.  Demetrius had a strong testimony for walking in the truth. (see outline point 3. "He Walked In The 
Truth"—3 John 3-4 for discussion). 

3.  Demetrius was highly esteemed by other leaders. Note: John says we also bear record to the 
testimony of Demetrius, and then he strongly affirms the fact: he declares that his own testimony is 
trustworthy. What he is saying about the character of Demetrius is true. Demetrius is a godly servant of 
the Lord no matter what any divisive leader says. This emphasis points rather strongly toward Demetrius 
being one of the traveling evangelists or teachers serving with John. There is a possibility that he was one 
of those who had been opposed by Diotrephes and not allowed to teach in the church. 



Whatever the case, Demetrius is a dynamic example of what church leaders should be. Note that he is 
not a cowardly man. He is willing to personally deliver the letter of Third John to Gaius and the church 
and to deal with the problems of the division. 

  
APPLICATION: 
This is to be the testimony of all church leaders. A life that is rooted and grounded in Christ is 

the very purpose for which God calls church leaders. 
  

"A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favor rather 
than silver and gold" (Proverbs 22:1). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
If you are a leader... 

•  in the home 
•  in the workplace 
•  in the church 

...or in any public place where you are on display, your life will be closely examined.  People 
will be looking toward you for a reaction when things go wrong. 

  
"A minister was making a wooden trellis to support a climbing vine.  As he was 

pounding away, he noticed that a little boy was watching him.  The youngster didn't say a 
word, so the preacher kept on working, thinking the lad would leave.  But he 
didn't.  Pleased at the thought that his work was being admired, the pastor said, 'Well, son, 
trying to pick up some pointers on gardening?'   

"'No,' replied the boy, 'I'm just waiting to hear what a preacher says when he hits his 
thumb with a hammer.'"  

  
A life that is rooted and grounded in Christ will always respond in a positive way...even when 

the trials of life hit you. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What traits did Demetrius have that challenge your life? 
2.  Is it easier or more difficult for you to walk on the road less traveled by the 

world?  Why?  How can you know which is the right road to travel? 
  

3.  CONCLUSION: THE PROBLEM IN THE CHURCH WAS SO SEVERE THAT A 
PERSONAL VISIT WAS NEEDED BY THE MINISTER JOHN (v. 13-14). 

  
The problem in the church was severe, so severe that John planned to visit the church and to visit it 

soon. He would write no more. He had much to say to Gaius and the believers, but he needed to say it 
face to face, not in a letter. Note the minister's closing remarks: 

⇒  He wishes peace upon them; this was the very thing Gaius and the church needed. 
⇒  He sends greetings from mutual friends: this was saying to Gaius and the believers that 

they were not being rejected by other churches and believers. They were not being frowned 
upon because they were unable to handle the division and to discipline the divisive leader. 

⇒  He asks Gaius to greet his friends by name for him. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What is the advantage of meeting others face to face when dealing with a problem?  Do 

you avoid this kind of situaiton or face it head-on? 



2.  John made it a point not to condemn Gaius and the other believers.  How good are you 
at encouraging others who are having problems?  In what ways can you improve your 
communication skills? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
The divisive church leader is a cancer to the body of Christ.  John's instructions to Gaius were 

intended to contrast the vast differences between divisive and godly church leaders.  John has told you 
how to defeat the schemes of a divisive leader.  Be alert!  A divisive church leader can literally destroy a 
congregation.  Do not let your church become the next victim! 

  
1.  The divisive church leader. 
2.  The godly leader who stands in the truth. 
3.  Conclusion: the problem in the church was so severe that a personal visit was needed by the 

minister John. 
  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  


