
THE EPISTLE GENERAL OF JUDE 
INTRODUCTION 
 
AUTHOR: Jude, the brother of James and the half-brother of Jesus Christ Himself (cp. 

Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3). This is the traditional view, and there is nothing of substance to argue 
against it. Jude was slow in being accepted into the canon as Scripture. It was not fully accepted 
until about A.D. 350. This was probably due to Jude's quoting some apocryphal books (cp. Jude 
9, 14-15). The apocryphal books were written between the Old Testament and the New 
Testament and have never been counted as Scripture by most believers. Eventually Jude proved 
itself as Scripture and was fully accepted by the church. As stated, it is mentioned by the middle 
of the third century (A.D. 350). 

  
DATE: Uncertain. Somewhere between A.D. 67-90. 
There is no clear indication when the epistle was written. However, there are some factors that 

point toward a date somewhere between the middle 70's and 80's.  
1.  Jude refers to a body of beliefs that had been formulated by the church (Jude 3). The 

church most likely would not formulate a creed of beliefs until after the apostles had begun to die 
off. As far as is known, all of the apostles had gone on to be with the Lord by the late 60's except 
for John. 

2.  Jude challenges the believers to remember the words of the apostles—as though most of 
the apostles had already passed on and there was a need to look way back over the early years of 
church history (Jude 17-19). 

3.  Jude and Peter deal with the same subject of false teachers, and they make many of the 
same points. Because of this it looks as though 2 Peter made use of Jude or Jude made use of 2 
Peter. Peter probably had access to Jude, incorporating the short book primarily into the second 
chapter. It is unlikely that Jude would have had access to 2 Peter and made use of only the 
second chapter. 

  
TO WHOM WRITTEN: "To them that are sanctified...preserved...and called" (Jude 1). 
Jude wrote to a specific people in a particular situation. This is seen in his calling them 

"beloved" and speaking so directly to them as though he knows them in a most personal way 
(Jude 3-5, 17-18, 20). But their identity is nowhere given. 

  
PURPOSE: "To exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith" (Jude 3-4). 
Jude states explicitly that he set out to write about "our common salvation." But all of a 

sudden, he changed his epistle to combat false teachers and their apostasy. The false teaching 
was the same false teaching that John, Paul, and Peter had to combat, that of Gnosticism. (See 
Introduction, Purpose—1 John and Introduction, Purpose—Colossians for a discussion of the 
false teaching. Also see  Col. 1:15 for more discussion.) 

  
SPECIAL FEATURES:  
1.  Jude is "The Last General Epistle." That is, it is not written to a particular church so far as 

we know 
2.  Jude is "An Epistle of Triads." That is, the author writes in sets of three. For example, he 

uses three historic examples of judgments (Jude 5-7), and three great rebels of the Old Testament 



(Jude 11). Jude 1 alone has two sets of triads, Jude 2 one set. There are many others easily 
spotted as one reads the book. 

3.  Jude is "An Epistle Written to Combat False Teachers and Their Apostasy." (See Purpose, 
Introduction—1 John for discussion.) 

4.  Jude is "The Epistle that Covers the Terrible Characteristics and Judgments of False 
Teachers" (Jude 3-16). 

5.  Jude is "The Epistle that Tells Believers How to Combat False Teaching" (Jude 17-23). 
6.  Jude is "An Epistle that Stresses Mercy and Rescue." Believers are to do all they can to 

save those polluted and contaminated by false teaching (Jude 22-23). 
7.  Jude is "The Epistle with the Reassuring Doxology." No more reassuring words could be 

chosen to close a letter than the words of Jude 24-25. Of all the closing words of the epistles, 
these are probably the best known. 

 THE TRUE DESCRIPTION OF TRUE BELIEVERS, v. 1-2 
»Front Matter  »Book Intro  »Detailed Outline 
Study 1:  THE TRUE DESCRIPTION OF TRUE BELIEVERS 
Text:  Jude 1-2 
Aim:  To make sure your life bears the true testimony of a believer. 
Memory Verse: 
"Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have 

grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear" 
(Hebrews 12:28). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
How many times have you heard an unbeliever say, "If that is what a real Christian looks like, 

then I don't want anything to do with Christ!"  It must grieve the heart of God when the actions 
of His people become a stumbling block for others.  What a wonderful testimony if an unbeliever 
could come up to you and say, "If you are what a real Christian is, then I want to be one too!" 

  
How can we tell whether or not a person is a true minister of God? How can we tell whether 

or not a person is a true believer? This is the discussion of this passage. Remember: Jude was the 
brother of our Lord. At first, he did not believe in Jesus Christ. But some time after the 
resurrection of Christ, he gave his heart to the Lord and surrendered his life to preach the gospel. 
Here we see him sitting down and writing to the believers of the first century. And in writing, he 
wastes no time: right from the start he describes himself as a true minister of Jesus Christ and his 
readers as true believers of Christ. Consequently, in his opening remark we have a picture by 
which we can measure ourselves, the picture of a true minister and of a true believer. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  There is the picture of the true minister (v.1). 
2.  There is the picture of the true believer (v.1-2). 

  
1.  THERE IS THE PICTURE OF THE TRUE MINISTER (v. 1). 

  
Who is he? Jude says two simple things about himself. 
1.  He says that he is "the servant of Jesus Christ." This is amazing, for as stated above, Jude 

was the brother of Jesus, the carpenter from Nazareth (Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3; cp. John 7:1-5, 



esp. John 7:5). At first he did not believe that Jesus was the Christ, the Anointed One of God, the 
Son of God who was to come to earth as the Savior of the world. But note what Jude says here: 
he says that he is "the servant of Jesus Christ." He now believes that his brother Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Anointed One of God. He believes that his brother Jesus is the Son of God who 
came into the world to save man. He believes that his brother Jesus can save him from sin, death, 
and judgment; he believes that his brother Jesus can make him acceptable to God. What an 
enormous turnaround! What a testimony for our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Note what else Jude says: he says he is the servant of Jesus Christ 
  

"If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my 
servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honor" (John 12:26; cp. 
Romans 12:1; 1 Cor. 15:58). 

"Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing" (Psalm 
100:2). 

  
2.  Jude says that he is the brother of James. Who is James? What James would be so famous 

and well known that all the believers of the first century would know him by his first name? 
There was only one such James, the James who was the Lord's brother, the James who was the 
pastor of the great Jerusalem church, the mother church of Christianity. 

Note this fact: Jude identifies himself by referring to James. Believers all over the world knew 
James, but few knew Jude. Therefore, he must identify himself so that his audience will receive 
his exhortation. He is simply Jude "the servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James." Note the 
humility of this man! The only claim he has is that he is a slave to Jesus Christ and the brother of 
a famous man. He could have easily been jealous of his famous brother, resentful of the fact that 
he had to live under the shadow of his brother, resentful that he had to use his brother's name to 
get a hearing from believers. But Jude was not jealous or resentful. He was a true minister of 
God: he walked humbly among the believers of the world, humbly before God, ever so thankful 
that God had called him to serve His Son the Lord Jesus Christ, thankful for whatever call God 
gave him. 

  
APPLICATION 1: 
The true minister of God has two very basic traits. 

1)  The trait of being the servant and slave of Jesus Christ. And remember: Christ 
means Messiah, the Anointed One of God, the Son of God whom God sent into the 
world to save men. This is the most basic belief of a true follower of Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, every true minister of the gospel makes this belief the basis of his life and 
ministry. He is a true minister because he is the servant and slave of Jesus Christ. 

2)  The trait of humility. The true minister walks humbly among believers and 
before God. No matter how low God's call is to him, he is thankful for the very fact 
that God called him. He is, after all, the servant and slave who is available to do the 
bidding of his Master. 

  
APPLICATION 2: 
The fact that Jude was a brother of our Lord is glorious evidence that Jesus Christ is 

exactly who He claimed to be. It is touching when we realize that Jude had lived as the 
half-brother to Jesus for years. Day in and day out, hour by hour, month by month, and 



year by year Jude had played, eaten, worked, slept, and gone to school with Jesus. He had 
roamed the surrounding hills with Jesus as a boy and seen Him play with other children, 
relating to the neighbors and adults of their neighborhood. Jude had seen how his brother 
received and responded to adult instruction, teaching, and supervision. He had probably 
also seen Jesus take over the head of the household when their father, Joseph, had died. 

  
"Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 

God: but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a 
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father" (Phil. 2:6-11). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Humility is nothing about which to boast.  It actually would be a contradiction!  But 

some Christians do take pride in being humble.  And they scare away a whole lot more 
fish than they catch. 

  
"A little boy was out fishing with only a switch for a pole and a bent pin for a 

hook, but he was catching many fish.  A city fellow who had spent much time 
fishing without any success, though he had the best...fishing outfit, came across the 
boy with his long string of fish, and he asked the boy the reason of his success.  The 
boy said, 'The secret of it all is that I keep myself out of sight.'  We must keep 
ourselves out of sight if we desire to be a blessing to others."  

  
The true believer or minister is a person who humbles himself, who surrenders to Jesus 

Christ and serves Him. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Jude was a humble man.  Given the same set of circumstances, would you have 

been as humble?  Why or why not? 
2.  What is the greatest challenge you face in trying to be humble?  How can you 

overcome this challenge? 
3.  Does just believing in Jesus Christ necessarily make you a servant of Jesus 

Christ?  Are you just a believer or are you also a servant? 
  

2.  THERE IS THE PICTURE OF THE TRUE BELIEVER (v. 1-2). 
  
Who were these believers? If Jude was writing to a particular church or group of churches, he 

does not name the church or churches. This points toward him writing to all the believers of the 
first century. Apparently the fact that Jude and James were brothers of the Lord Jesus Christ 
carried a lot of weight with the believers of their day. When they spoke, it made the believers 
stand up and take notice, for they had lived with Jesus day by day before His ministry and had 



experienced dramatic conversions from unbelief to staunch belief. This fact probably points to 
Jude writing to a wider audience. What he was writing was to be circulated among all the 
churches among all believers. In these opening words, Jude pictures just who a believer is. We 
can actually measure ourselves against his description and tell whether or not we are a believer. 

1.  Believers are the "sanctified." The sanctified person is a person who has turned away from 
sin and set his life apart to follow God. He is a person who is separated from the world and its 
possessions and pleasures, a person who is dedicated to following God, a person who has given 
all he is and has to God. 

Note: the Greek text here is uncertain. Some have the word beloved instead of sanctified. That 
is, believers are beloved in God the Father. God holds them ever so close to His heart. They have 
accepted His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ; honored Him by believing in Him. Therefore, God 
loves the believer with a very special love, the love that accepts the believer and gives him the 
right to live in God's presence forever and ever. 

2.  Believers are "preserved in Jesus Christ." The word "preserved" means to be kept; to be 
guarded and watched after. The believer is a person... 

•  who is watched over by God. 
•  who is guided and directed by God day by day. 
•  who is strengthened by God to walk through all the trials and temptations of life. 
•  who is protected from all the enemies of life, even death. 
•  who is to be escorted into heaven quicker than the blink of an eye when the time 

comes for him to leave this world. 
•  who is given life, both abundant and eternal. 
•  who is given assurance of God's presence and love through all of life. 

  
The true believer is a person who is preserved and kept by God. He is a person who is looked 

after and cared for by God. But note: it is in Jesus Christ that God keeps a person. The believer is 
a person who has placed his life into Jesus Christ; he is a person who is trusting Jesus Christ to 
save him. It is the true believer in Jesus Christ whom God preserves. 

3.  Believers are the "called." This means several things. 
a.  It means that believers are the persons who have responded to the call of the 

gospel. God calls man to accept the gospel. He tugs and pulls at the heart strings, 
convicts and convinces man to accept Jesus Christ as His Son, but man has to respond 
to the call of God. God cannot make the decision for man. The believer is a person who 
has genuinely accepted the call of God. God summoned him, called him, and the 
believer responded. He became a believer, a person who truly believed in Jesus Christ. 

  
"So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few 

chosen" (Matthew 20:16; cp. Matthew 22:14). 
  

b.  It means that a believer has been called to be a saint, that is, to live a life of 
holiness. The word "saint" means holy one or holiness. The believer is called to be 
holy, pure, and righteous just as God is. 

  
"To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints [holy ones]: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ" 
(Romans 1:7). 



  
c.  It means that the believer is called to have a heavenly hope. He is called to an 

eternal hope, the hope of living forever with God. He is called to be perfected and 
conformed to the image of the Lord Jesus Christ forever. 

  
"There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of 

your calling [the hope of eternal life]" (Ephes. 4:4). 
  

d.  It means that the believer is appointed to a very special task and duty while on 
earth. He is called to serve Jesus Christ. 

  
"Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the 

gospel of God" (Romans 1:1). 
  
4.  The believer is a person who has received the mercy and peace and grace of God. (See 2 

John 3 for further discussion of the mercy, peace, and grace of God.) 
a.  He has received the mercy of God. 
Mercy means feelings of pity, compassion, affection, and kindness. It is a desire to 

succor; to tenderly draw unto oneself and to care for. Two things are essential in order 
to have mercy: seeing a need and being able to meet that need. Mercy arises from a 
heart of love: God has mercy upon us because He loves us. God sees our need and feels 
for us (Ephes. 2:1-3). Therefore, He acts; He has mercy upon us... 

•  God withholds His judgment. 
•  God provides a way for us to be saved. 

  
b.  He has received the peace of God. 
Peace means to be bound, joined, and weaved together. It means to be assured, 

confident, and secure in the love and care of God. It means to have a sense, a 
consciousness, a knowledge that God will... 

•        

provide 
•        

guide 
•        

strengthen 
•        

sustain 

•        deliver 
•        encourage 
•        save 
•        give life, real 

life, both now and 
forever 

  
c.  He has received the grace of God. 
Grace means the favor and blessings of God; the undeserved and unmerited favor 

and blessings of God; the depth and richness of the heart and mind of God; the 
kindness and love that dwells within the very nature of God. God's grace covers all of 
life. 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 



As a Christian, do you think you have finally arrived, that you are as good as you can 
be?  Think again.  On one hand, you have made a start if you have accepted Jesus Christ 
as your Savior.  But on the other hand, you've got a long way to go.  Although Jesus 
Christ has accepted you just as you are, it does not mean you can just sit back and do 
nothing, resting on your laurels.  Listen to this striking story. 

  
"Many years ago, a promising Greek artist named Timanthes was under the 

instruction of a well-known tutor.  After several years, the young painter created an 
exquisite portrait.  He was so thrilled with what he had painted that he sat day after 
day gazing at his work. 

"One morning, however, he was horrified to discover that his teacher had 
deliberately ruined his painting.  Angry and in tears, Timanthes ran to him and 
asked why he had destroyed his cherished possession.  The wise man replied, 'I did 
it for your own good.  That painting was retarding your progress.  It was an 
excellent piece of art, but it was not perfect.  Start again and see if you can do even 
better.'  The student took his advice and produced a master-piece called 'Sacrifice 
of Iphigenia,' regarded by some as one of the finest paintings of antiquity. 

"God never wants us to be content with our accomplishments.  He wants us to 
reach even higher plateaus of service and Christlikeness...Child of God, don't be 
satisfied with your spiritual attainments.  With His help, keep pressing on!"  

  
As a believer, you must never be satisfied; you must continue to press on toward 

perfection. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What are the evidences of a true believer?  Are all of these traits a part of your 

life?  Where do you need to concentrate harder? 
2.  How have you learned to live the sanctified life?  What struggles have you faced 

along the way? 
3.  Do you believe God has called you?  How can you be sure?  If He has not called 

you, where is the shortcoming, in God or in you? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
Are you giving the unbeliever a true picture of what a Christian believer looks like?  What is 

your task while on this earth?  A major part of that task is just this: to make sure your life bears 
the true testimony of a believer.  This study has reminded you of two pictures which describe 
true believers: 

  
1.  There is the picture of the true minister. 
2.  There is the picture of the true believer. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 



  
2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 

  
3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 

  
4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 

 THE WARNINGS AGAINST APOSTASY: THE CHARACTERISTICS AND 
JUDGMENT OF FALSE TEACHERS, v. 3-16 

»Front Matter  »Book Intro  »Detailed Outline 
Study 1:  The Stern Warnings About False Teachers (Part I) 
Text:  Jude 3-10 
Aim:  To stand warned: Guard against false teachers. 
Memory Verse: 
"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart 

from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking 
lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron" (1 Tim. 4:1-2). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
Did you know that God has a "counter-espionage school"?  That's right.  Every Christian 

believer is required to attend this important school.  Unfortunately, not everyone who attends 
pays close attention to the Teacher.  But it is critical that you pay attention, close attention, for 
false teachers are everywhere: at work, in government, in social clubs, in schools, in churches, 
and far too often even in homes.  You must prepare yourself, stand guard against false 
teachers.  If you fail, you will be deceived, led to believe a lie and doom yourself for eternity. 

Here is the thrust of the letter of Jude, the very purpose for which Jude writes. Here is one of 
the most horrifying pictures in all the Bible, a picture of the characteristics and judgment of false 
teachers. (Note: this passage and Jude 11-16 both apply to the same subject.  Due to their length, 
we have split the study into 2 lessons.) 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(v. 3-16) False Teachers—False Teachings: there is a terrible danger facing believers, a 

horrifying danger that always lies right over the horizon. What is it? The danger of false 
teaching. If a believer swallows false teaching, he dooms himself. Any person who denies that 
God sent His Son into the world to save man—who denies that Jesus Christ is the Son of God 
and the Savior of the world—will never be accepted by God. He is doomed to spend eternity cut 
off from God. Why? Because he has not believed in the name of God's Son. Time and time 
again, God warns believers of apostasy. This is the very reason for the books of Jude and Second 
Peter being written. Strong warnings against false teachers are also issued by Paul in Galatians, 
Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, and Titus. There are severe warnings all throughout 
Hebrews. And Christ Himself gave strong warnings time and again throughout all the gospels. 

No matter who the person is—no matter how well liked, influential, and attractive his 
teachings may be—if he denies Jesus Christ and God's Word, he is a false teacher. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  False teachers are to be opposed by believers (v.3). 



2.  They creep into the church secretly (v.4). 
3.  They are destined to judgment (v.4). 
4.  They are ungodly (v.4). 
5.  They are licentious (v.4). 
6.  They deny the Lord God (v.4). 
7.  They are sure to be judged (v.5-7). 
8.  They are filthy dreamers (v.8). 
9.  They reject authority (v.8). 
10.  They scoff at spiritual beings (v.8-10). 

  
1.  THEY (FALSE TEACHERS) ARE TO BE OPPOSED BY BELIEVERS (v. 3). 

  
Note that Jude had planned to write the believers, but he had never planned to write this 

particular letter. He had planned to write about the great subject of salvation. But he was not able 
to. The believers were being attacked, but not by persecutors. They were being attacked by false 
teachers and their false beliefs. Jude is forced to snatch up his pen to expose the heretical 
teachers. He was forced to warn believers of the horrible danger of apostasy. He wanted to write 
a pastoral letter, to encourage them to grow in Christ, but now he must warn them and exhort 
them: they must go to war, to spiritual war. They must earnestly contend and fight for the faith. 
They must be diligent and strive unceasingly in the fight against false teaching. They must not 
buckle under any whatsoever in standing up for the faith that has been delivered to the saints. 
The faith must not be twisted, added to, or taken away from. It must be kept pure and free from 
all error. Note why: certain men had crept into the church undetected and they were teaching 
false doctrine. The characteristics and judgment of false teachers show how horrible false 
teaching is to God. He considers false teachers to be the worst of all men upon earth, and He 
issues the most severe warning to them, warnings that far exceed the warnings to other men (cp. 
Matthew 5:19; Matthew 18:6; Matthew 23:13-16; Galatians 1:6-9; 2 Peter 2:20-22). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Can a church be too careful when it comes to false teachers?  Is it possible for 
false teachers to creep into your church or any church? 

2.  The believer is told to contend for the faith.  Are you prepared to stand up 
boldly for the truth if necessary?  In what ways can you firm up your knowledge of the 
faith? 

  
2.  THEY CREEP INTO THE CHURCH SECRETLY (v. 4). 

  
False teachers are not God-called teachers. They choose to teach in the church as a profession 

or as a way to serve people and to teach the morals and virtues of this world. The idea is that they 
enter the church unnoticed. They do not believe in Jesus Christ, that He is the Son of God who 
came to earth to save man. Therefore, they do not belong in the church. But they join it for the 
benefit and opportunities it brings them. They accept the teachings of Christ, believe that He was 
a great religious leader, but they deny His deity. 

  
"They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being 

abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate" (Titus 1:16). 



  
ILLUSTRATION: 
It is Satan's secret conspiracy to infiltrate the church of Jesus Christ with false 

teachers.  You can almost hear his wheels turning by using your imagination. 
  

Mrs. I. Emma Spy was known for her ability to communicate as a teacher at the 
local community college.  She was constantly sought out for speaking engagements 
by a variety of organizations, including some churches.  One particular church 
wanted her so badly that they offered to give her a classroom full of people if she 
would come and teach a series on the Bible for several weeks during the summer. 

Mrs. Spy thought about their offer and took it.  Nobody thought about asking her 
about her beliefs.  They just assumed that because she was so popular, she must be 
O.K.  They assumed incorrectly.  She had her own agenda—which was to promote 
her own opinions of Jesus Christ.  "A good man—maybe.  Son of God?  I doubt 
it.  God come in the flesh?  Never."  By the time she had finished the series, her 
own misgivings and doubts about Jesus Christ had crept into the lives of many in 
her class.  They were infected with a contagious false teaching that would continue 
to spread like a cancer until someone cut it out. 

  
Since false teachers creep into the church, the best way to protect yourself is to study 

the truth about Jesus Christ and the truths of the Word of God.  If you are faithful in the 
study of God's Holy Word, He will protect you from error. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Do false teachers always know they are false?  How is it possible for a false 
teacher not to know?   

2.  What motivates false teachers to find their way into a church? 
3.  In what ways can your church protect itself from false teachers? 
4.  What should you do if you discover a false teacher in your church? 

  
3.  THEY ARE DESTINED TO JUDGMENT (v. 4). 

  
False teachers reject Jesus Christ; therefore, judgment is waiting for them. God has ordained 

from the beginning of time that all unbelievers shall be judged. And both Jesus Christ and 
Scripture teach that the judgment for false teachers is to be far more severe than for other 
persons. 

  
"But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better 

for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in 
the depth of the sea" (Matthew 18:6). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Why is judgment for false teachers to be far more severe than for other persons? 
2.  In light of the severe judgment coming to false teachers, what should be your 

attitude toward helping them to see and accept the truth? 
  



4.  THEY ARE UNGODLY (v. 4). 
  
False teachers do not live like God; they are different from God. They have a different 

lifestyle than what God would have if He were walking upon earth. God is perfect, moral, pure, 
just, and loving. But false teachers are not moral, pure, just, or loving. They are deceptive, 
leading people away from the love and purity of God, the love and purity revealed in His Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. They do not teach the truth of God's love and purity demonstrated in 
Christ. They profane God and the truth of His love and godliness. 

  
"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness" (Romans 1:18). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  How is the lifestyle of a false teacher different from a godly lifestyle? 
2.  Based on your answer to question number 1, which lifestyle more accurately 

represents your own—a godly or an ungodly lifestyle?  Why?  If ungodly, what must 
you do to begin living a godly life?  Are you ready to make that decision now?  Why 
or why not? 

  
5.  THEY ARE LICENTIOUS (v. 4). 

  
False teachers turn the grace of God into lasciviousness: licentiousness, immorality, filthiness, 

indecency, shamelessness, license, without restraint. A chief characteristic of the behavior is 
open and shameless indecency. It means unrestrained evil thoughts and behavior. It is giving in 
to brutish and lustful desires, a readiness for any pleasure. It is a man who knows no restraint, a 
man who has sinned so much that he no longer cares what people say or think. It is something far 
more distasteful than just doing wrong. The man who misbehaves usually tries to hide his wrong, 
but a lascivious man does not care who knows about his exploits or shame. He wants; therefore 
he seeks to take and gratify. Decency and opinion do not matter. Initially when he began to sin, 
he did as all men do: he misbehaved in secret. But eventually, the sin got the best of him—to the 
point that he no longer cared who saw or knew. He became the subject of a master—the master 
of habit, of the thing itself. Men become the slaves of such things as unbridled lust, wantonness, 
licentiousness, outrageousness, shamelessness, insolence (Mark 7:22); wanton manners, filthy 
words, indecent body movements, immoral handling of males and females (Romans 13:13); 
public display of affection, carnality, gluttony, sexual immorality (1 Peter 4:3; 2 Peter 2:2, 18). 
(Cp. 2 Cor. 12:21; Galatians 5:19; Ephes. 4:19; 2 Peter 2:7.) 

  
"And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their 

lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly 
[homosexuality], and receiving in themselves that recompense of their error which 
was meet" (Romans 1:27). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Was there a time in your life when you were immoral, when sin was in control 
of you instead of the other way around?  How did you break away from it? 

2.  Why are indecency and immorality so dangerous in the life of a believer? 



  
6.  THEY DENY THE LORD GOD (v. 4). 

  
False teachers deny the only Lord God, that is, our Lord Jesus Christ. What is it that makes a 

teacher true or false? Jesus Christ. What a man believes about Jesus Christ makes the teacher 
true or false. What a man confesses about Jesus Christ exposes his spirit, a spirit of truth or a 
spirit of error. And note what it is about Jesus Christ that exposes a teacher: the incarnation. That 
is, did Jesus Christ come in the flesh or not? 

The true Spirit, the Spirit of God Himself, confesses that Jesus Christ did come in the flesh, 
that the incarnation is true. If a teacher has the Spirit of God dwelling in him, then he confesses 
the incarnation, the wonderful truth that God did become Man and did come to earth to save 
man. The Spirit of God cannot confess anything other than the truth; therefore, every teacher 
who has the Spirit of God will confess the same truth. Now note the confession in detail, exactly 
what it is that a true teacher confesses: "Jesus Christ is come in the flesh." 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  You have the same facts to believe about Jesus Christ as a false teacher 
does.  What makes the difference in how you receive that information? 

2.  How can you effectively stand up for what you know to be the truth? 
  

7.  THEY ARE SURE TO BE JUDGED (v. 5-7). 
  
Jude speaks directly to the false teachers and to all who follow after them: "Remember the 

judgment of God. You once knew that God judged unbelief. I am reminding you that He does." 
Jude recalls three examples. 

1.  There was the example of Israel right after they were delivered from Egyptian slavery. 
God judged and punished all the unbelievers of Israel. What happened to most of the believers of 
Israel is tragic. There were over six-hundred thousand men alone who broke away from the 
enslavements of Egypt and began the journey to the promised land. This means that including the 
women and children there were well over two million who stepped out to follow God to the 
promised land (cp. Exodus 12:37; Numbers 1:46). But the critical question is this:  

⇒  How many remained faithful to God through the wilderness journey? How 
many actually turned away from the fleshly desires aroused by the delicious foods, 
drinks, and bodily stimulations of Egypt and the world? How many actually 
disciplined their bodies, subjected their desires, and kept their eyes and hearts upon the 
promised land? How many were faithful and stedfast, unmoveable and always 
abounding in the work of the Lord until they reached the promised land? Remember 
over two million began the journey: How many entered the promised land? Only two! 
Caleb and Joshua. Caleb and Joshua alone remained faithful to God. Only two did not 
sin and displease God. Everyone else, over two to three million, perished in the 
wilderness. They were overthrown, that is, scattered as corpses all over the wilderness.  

⇒  Why? Because they did not please God. 
  

"The LORD hath been sore displeased with your fathers. Therefore say 
thou unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the 



LORD of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the LORD of hosts" (Zech. 
1:2-3). 

  
Jude says that what happened to Israel is going to happen to the false teachers and to all who 

follow their teachings. The doom that fell upon the unbelievers of Israel will fall upon anyone 
who forsakes Christ. What were the sins of Israel that brought judgment upon them? 

a.  There was the sin of lust. We must not lust after evil things as they lusted. They 
lusted and craved for the delicious foods of Egypt (Numbers 11:4f). As a result of the 
lust, a plague broke out among the people and killed many of them. In fact, so many 
died that the place became known as "the grave of greediness or of lust" (Numbers 
11:34). 

The lust of those believers is a strong warning to us: we must "not lust after evil 
things" (Jude 6), the pleasures and possessions of the world. 

  
"And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts 

of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful" 
(Mark 4:19). 

  
b.  There was the sin of idolatry. When Moses was on Mount Sinai receiving the 

law, the people became restless waiting for the Word of God. Therefore, they decided 
to go ahead and create their own form of worship (cp. Exodus 32:1f). It should be 
noted that the people were actually dedicating their worship to God Himself. 

  
"And when Aaron saw it [the golden calf], he built an altar before it; and 

Aaron made proclamation, and said, Tomorrow is a feast to the LORD" 
(Exodus 32:5). 

  
The point to see is this: the image of the golden calf was only to help them picture 

and imagine God. They felt the need for some image to help them in their worship of 
Jehovah. Note the reference to eating, drinking, and playing (immoral play). Such 
behavior often accompanies idolatry, the worship of a self-made god created by a 
person's own mind. 

c.  There was the sin of fornication or immorality. This was a gross sin of some of 
the believers of Israel. Over twenty thousand of them committed immorality with their 
neighbors and as a result they were judged and condemned to destruction, banned from 
the promised land (cp. Numbers 25:1-9). 

  
"And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned 

in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is 
unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompense of their error which 
was meet" (Romans 1:27). 

  
d.  There was the sin of tempting God. The word "tempt" means to try the Lord's 

patience; to see how far a person can go; to test the patience of Christ. The believers of 
Israel... 



•  often felt that God and His leader Moses demanded and expected too 
much. 

•  often longed for the things of the flesh which they had formerly known in 
Egypt (the world). 

  
They became discontent with the things God provided and longed to return to Egypt 

(the world). Therefore, many of them perished in the wilderness and were not allowed 
to enter the promised land. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Believers often feel that God expects too much and that they are missing out on 

something in the world. They often feel that God will forgive them... 
•  even if they do look 
•  even if they do taste 
•  even if they do touch 
•  even if they do slip a little 
•  even if they do hold back a little 

  
"Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him in 

Massah" (Deut. 6:16). 
  

e.  There was the sin of murmuring, complaining, and grumbling. Some of the 
believers in Israel were always complaining and murmuring against God and Moses 
(cp. Numbers 14:2, 36; Numbers 16:11, 41). The result was judgment and punishment 
by the destroyer, that is, an angel sent by God to execute judgment. They perished in 
the wilderness and never saw the promised land. (Cp. Exodus 14:11; Exodus 15:24; 
Exodus 16:2; Exodus 17:3; Numbers 11:1; Numbers 14:27; Numbers 20:3; Numbers 
21:5.) 

  
APPLICATION: 
How many believers grumble and gripe? How many become dissatisfied... 

•  with the direction God gives through His leaders? 
•  with the food God gives through His leaders? 
•  with the way God guides through His leaders? 
•  with the words God gives to His leaders? 

  
How many voice their complaints to others? The warning is clear to the believers of 

God's church. 
  

"Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed 
of the destroyer" (1 Cor. 10:10). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Do you ever struggle with any of the sins that brought God's judgment upon 
Israel—lust, immorality, impatience, murmuring, complaining?  Which ones demand 
your immediate attention? 



2.  How can you keep from taking God's goodness and mercy for granted as the 
Israelites did? 

  
2.  There was the example of the rebellious angels. God did not spare the angels who sinned 

(Jude 4). He cast them down to hell. Eons ago in the distant past, Satan was apparently the 
highest created being ever created by God. At that time his name was Lucifer. But he did what so 
many people have done: he chose to go his own way; he rebelled against God. And he led a host 
of angels to rebel with him. Therefore, God judged him and cast him from his exalted position 
into hell. From what we can glean from Scripture, this is how Satan and the angels fell and 
became antagonists of God. 

The point is this: even angels were cast down to hell and chained with darkness. And God is 
reserving them for eternal judgment. If God judged such glorious beings as Lucifer and the 
angels, how much more will He judge men, especially if they teach false doctrine and mislead 
people? 

  
"By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison; which sometime 

were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water" 
(1 Peter 3:19-20). 

  
3.  There was Sodom and Gomorrha. God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrha (Jude 6-8; cp. 

Genesis 19:1f). God caused an atomic explosion, a combustion of fire, to fall upon Sodom and 
Gomorrha. Note the facts of the outline: 

a.  The cities were turned into ashes (Jude 6). 
b.  The cities were made an example to all who live ungodly lives (Jude 6). 
c.  The reason for the judgment and destruction were twofold: 

⇒  The citizens were living filthy, immoral, and unjust lives. 
⇒  The sin and shame of the citizens were disturbing the heart of Lot. There 

was so much sin and shame that Lot's heart was distressed and tortured to see 
the law of God violated so much. 

  
Note what happened: everyone in the city was judged and destroyed except one 

man, Lot. And note why he was saved—because he was righteous. (A study of Lot's 
life shows a selfish and carnal man; nevertheless, Lot believed God and when the time 
came, he separated from the ungodly and the world. He obeyed God.) 

The point is this: if God judged and destroyed two great cities and all the people in 
them, He will certainly judge and destroy a false teacher. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Do you know anyone who believes that God would never punish people, who 
believes that God is too loving and people are too good to be sent to hell 
forever?  How can you convey the error of their reasoning without seeming 
judgmental? 

2.  How can you use the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrha to warn unbelievers 
about the results of ungodly living? 

  



8.  THEY ARE FILTHY DREAMERS (v. 8). 
  
This means two things. 
1.  It means that false teachers engage in the pleasures of the world: the lust of the eyes and 

the lust of the flesh. They do not struggle to keep their thoughts clean and pure. They dream and 
covet after the positions, possessions, and things of the world. They look at the opposite sex, 
perhaps pornographic books, films, and bodies not dressed as much as they should be. The result 
is thoughts and dreams of success, grandeur, personal recognition and honor, and sexual 
misbehavior. False teachers defile the flesh through such dreams. 

2.  It means that the false teachers sometimes claim to have visions and dreams from the Lord 
that are not from Him. They use their visions and dreams to secure the following and loyalty of 
people. 

  
"For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 

thefts, false witness, blasphemies" (Matthew 15:19). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Throughout history God has spoken to His servants through dreams and visions.  Being 

the ultimate copy-cat, Satan also speaks to his children through dreams and visions.  They 
will do anything in their power to trick you and deceive you.  But rest assured, every false 
teacher will be held accountable for every lie that is told.   

  
"A melon farmer's crop of melons was disappearing fast from his field.  Thieves 

were continually stealing the melons under the cover of night's darkness.  The 
farmer finally became desperate and in an attempt to save his crop from the 
vandals he decided to put up a sign. 

"The sign had on it a skull and crossbones, and it read: 'ONE OF THESE 
MELONS IS POISONED'—only the farmer knew that it was not true. 

"Sure enough, for two nights not a melon was missing.  But, after the third night, 
the farmer noticed that his sign had been altered.  Someone had scratched out the 
word 'ONE' and replaced it with another word so that the sign now read: 'TWO OF 
THESE MELONS ARE POISONED.' 

"Thinking to save his whole crop through deception, he lost it all, which just 
goes to illustrate Sir Walter Scott's observation: 

  
Oh, what a tangled web we weave, 
When we practice to deceive!"  

  
Only by knowing the truth will you be protected from the lies of the false teacher. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Have you been exposed to a teacher who appeared to be one thing in church (a 
godly person) but something else in his private life (a worldly person)?  How did that 
make you feel about the person as a teacher?  What can you and should you do about 
such a situation? 



2.  Why is your discernment so important when a false teacher claims to have had a 
dream or vision? 

  
9.  THEY REJECT AUTHORITY (v. 8). 

  
False teachers stress rights, freedom, and liberty. They stress the right to live like they want, 

to do their own thing. They want few if any restraints or control over them. What is wrong with 
this? There is nothing wrong with rights, freedom, and liberty. But law is necessary, especially 
the law of God. Without God's law to control us, man becomes selfish and indulgent; he gives 
license to his own personal desires. Without God's authority, man grabs for more and more; he 
takes more and more away from the earth and from the weaker people of the earth. This is a 
picture of the false teacher and his doctrine. He denies the Lord Jesus Christ. If Jesus Christ is 
not Lord, then His demand for self-denial and the sacrifice of all one is and has is not valid. The 
false teacher can pretty much live as he wants. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Despising authority within society is dangerous. What happens is that those in power 

create human laws that favor themselves, the rich and the powerful. Human law is not 
enough for man, for man cannot create a law higher than himself. Therefore, whoever is in 
power will always be influenced by some selfishness. He will seldom if ever give all he is 
and has to be perfectly just and equal to all. Therefore, God's law is necessary. Man must 
have a law that is above and beyond himself. Man must have a law that controls and 
governs all men. And more than this, man must have a living Lord who can give him the 
power and who can motivate him to live like he should. This is the reason the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who reveals and fulfills the law of God perfectly, must be proclaimed. He must be 
exalted and not denied. The only hope for man is to deny himself and give all he is and 
has to meet the desperate needs of all the people and not of just a few. 

  
"Beware therefore, lest that come upon you, which is spoken of in the 

prophets; behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work a work in 
your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it 
unto you" (Acts 13:40-41). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  With all the evil, corruption, and crime around, perhaps you feel things could 
never get any worse.  But what would things be like if there were no authority at all? 

2.  What happens in a society where the authorities do not recognize God, do not 
recognize His authority?  What is your responsibility as a believer in such a society? 

  
10.  THEY SCOFF AT SPIRITUAL BEINGS (v. 8-10). 

  
False teachers scoff at the idea of angels and spiritual beings, in particular Satan and other 

fallen angels. This is definitely the meaning of this trait: the illustration shows this (Jude 9-10). 
False teachers speak against, doubt, and question spiritual beings such as angels, cherubim, and 
seraphim. They ridicule the ideas of Christ and angels and other spiritual beings living in a 



spiritual world. They question whether there are beings in a spiritual world who are living and 
functioning just as we are in this world. 

⇒  The idea of another dimension of being, of a spiritual world that is as real and 
alive as the physical world, is questioned. 

⇒  The idea of levels of authority, of principalities and powers and rulers in a 
spiritual world, is mocked. 

⇒  The idea of Christ being exalted to the right hand of God, of believers someday 
ruling, serving, and ministering for Christ in a new heavens and earth, is doubted and 
often ridiculed.  

  
But note two things. 
1.  False teachers do that which even the highest angel would not dare do. Even Michael 

himself, one of the highest if not the highest angel in heaven, would not rebuke the devil. This is 
a strong warning to false teachers. The angels themselves do not dare rail and mock the 
principalities and powers of the spiritual world.  

  
"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 

powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places" (Ephes. 6:12). 

  
2.  False teachers make a terrible, foolish mistake. They are like brute beasts who have no 

understanding. They are speaking of things they do not understand. No person knows what the 
spiritual world is like, for no person has ever been there. There is only one Person who has ever 
been there, and that is the Person who came to earth from the other world, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He alone knows what the other world is like. This is the very reason He came to earth: to bring 
the Word of God and the promise of heaven to us. We either believe Him or not. It is that simple. 
But note this: the Word of God is the prophecy and record concerning the Lord Jesus Christ. If a 
person does not believe Christ, then he has no right to claim to be a follower and minister of 
Christ. He should not abuse the Word of God through hypocrisy. When he does, he is as a brute 
beast, speaking about things he knows nothing about. And note what the Scripture says about 
him: 

⇒  He is as a beast made to be taken and destroyed (Jude 12). 
⇒  He shall utterly perish in his own corruption. That is, in trying to pollute the 

Word of God and Christ, he destroys lives; therefore, he shall be utterly destroyed. His 
own corruption shall destroy him. 

  
"But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If 

therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!" 
(Matthew 6:23). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Accepting the existence of spiritual beings can be compared to accepting Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God—you either believe by faith or you do not believe.  What is 
the danger to false teachers who reject spiritual beings? 

2.  Do you have trouble believing in spiritual beings?  How can you strengthen 
your belief in things that are difficult to understand? 



  
SUMMARY: 
  
God's notes on the characteristics and judgment of false teachers are right there in His Holy 

Word.  Now, it is up to you to pay attention to them.  Remember, false teachers are everywhere: 
at work, in government, in social clubs, in schools, in churches, and even in homes.  You must 
prepare yourself, stand guard against false teachers.  If you fail, you will be deceived, led to 
believe a lie and doom yourself for eternity. 

  
1.  They (false teachers) are to be opposed by believers. 
2.  They creep into the church secretly. 
3.  They are destined to judgment. 
4.  They are ungodly. 
5.  They are licentious. 
6.  They deny the Lord God. 
7.  They are sure to be judged. 
8.  They are filthy dreamers. 
9.  They reject authority (Jude 8). 
10.  They scoff at spiritual beings. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
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II) 
Text:  Jude 11-16 
Aim:  To stand warned: Guard against false teachers. 
Memory Verse: 
"Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and 

unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled" 
(Titus 1:15). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
At least once in your life, you have probably been deceived by someone.  Maybe it was... 

•  a salesman who failed to tell you all the problems with the car you just bought. 



•  a commercial on television that made you feel you could not live without their 
product. 

•  a politician who told you what you wanted to hear in order to get your vote. 
•  a teacher who twisted the facts, not wanting to buck the tide of popular opinion. 

  
Considering that the risk of being deceived is so great, is there anything you can do to protect 

yourself?  Yes.  You can determine in your heart that you will guard your heart and defend the 
truth.  As you become intimately aware of the characteristics of false teachers, you will be doing 
your part in defending the truth.  At a time when so many are being led astray, will you take a 
stand for God and His Word? 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  They go after the way of Cain: Unbelief (v.11). 
2.  They go after the way of Balaam: Going astray (v.11). 
3.  They go after the way of Korah: Rebellion (v.11). 
4.  They are spots and blemishes upon the fellowship of the church (v.12). 
5.  They are filled with emptiness and instability (v.12). 
6.  They teach things that are shameful (v.13). 
7.  They wander about as a falling star that quickly passes into eternal darkness (v.13). 
8.  They are doomed to be judged by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself (v.14-15). 
9.  They are murmurers and complainers (v.16). 
10.  They walk after their own lusts (v.16). 
11.  They use showy words but they are empty (v.16). 
12.  They flatter people for personal gain (v.16). 

  
1.  THEY GO AFTER THE WAY OF CAIN: UNBELIEF (v. 11). 

  
Cain committed the very first murder on earth: he killed his own brother Abel (Genesis 4:1-

15). Why? Because Abel was a believer. Abel believed God, that he was to worship God exactly 
like God said, by the blood of a sacrificial animal. Cain did not accept such a belief. He felt that 
if he brought the fruit of his own hands to God, then God would accept him because of his hard 
work, because he worshipped and gave offerings to God. God accepted Abel's worship and 
offering. It was evident in his life by the way God blessed him and took care of him. But God 
rejected Cain's offering. Cain did not have a real sense of God's care or blessing upon his life. 
Therefore, he became jealous and envious of Abel, and he killed Abel. Three things are being 
said about false teachers. 

1.  False teachers do not believe God—that a person has to worship God exactly like God 
says, by the blood of Jesus Christ. They do not accept Jesus Christ as the perfect sacrifice for 
man's sins. They believe like Cain did, that they can become acceptable to God by the works of 
their own hands, by being good and doing good. 

2.  False teachers do not love like God says to love. God says that we must love one another 
in the love of Christ. What is the love of Christ? It is the love that loves so much that it will 
sacrifice one's life for the other person, even if the other person is an enemy. 

3.  False teachers shall be destroyed. Note the word "woe." It means grief, anguish, 
distress.  All false teachers shall be doomed to an eternity of grief, anguish, and judgment.  

  



QUESTIONS: 
1.  Why is it so important to worship just as God says?  Why can people not just 

worship in their own way? 
2.  What damage do false teachers do when they stray from God's commandment to 

love one another? 
  

2.  THEY GO AFTER THE WAY OF BALAAM: GOING ASTRAY (v. 11). 
  
The false teacher has forsaken the right way and has gone astray. He has forsaken the way 

that leads to life, following the way that leads to death. Note that Balaam is used as an example 
(cp. Numbers 22:1f). The king of Moab, Balak, began to fear the strength of Israel. Therefore, he 
sent messengers to a diviner named Balaam to come and put a curse upon Israel. At first Balaam 
refused to go and discuss the matter with the king. But the king continued to offer more and 
more position and wealth to Balaam. Finally the offer was so much that Balaam's heart coveted 
after the world. Therefore, he agreed to go and meet with the king. However, along the way, God 
gave the power to speak to the donkey that Balaam was riding and God rebuked Balaam through 
the donkey. Balaam was also the person who was later to turn Israel away from God and lead 
them into sin (Numbers 31:16; cp. Numbers 3:1f). 

The point is this: Balaam is an example of a false teacher who became worldly and led God's 
people into sin and destruction. All false teachers who deny the Lord Jesus Christ... 

•  become worldly (seeking the possessions, acceptance, and security of the world), 
forsaking the right way and going astray. 

•  lead people into sin and destruction. 
  

"Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, 
that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat" (Matthew 
7:13). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Most of us know someone who seemed to walk with the Lord at some point and 
then went the way of the world.  What does that say to you about the person's 
relationship with the Lord? 

2.  What precautions should you take to watch who you follow? 
  

3.  THEY GO AFTER THE WAY OF KORAH: REBELLION (v. 11). 
  
Korah was the man who rebelled against the leadership of Moses and Aaron (cp. Numbers 

16:1-35). Korah wanted a higher position of leadership among the people; therefore, he rebelled 
against Moses and Aaron. He wanted to serve where he had no right to serve. As a result he was 
judged and doomed. 

The point is this: false teachers follow the way of rebellion and rejection of authority. They 
rebel against and reject the authority of God and the ministers God has appointed and placed in 
His church. And most of all, they rebel and reject the supreme authority of Christ, the Lord 
Himself. They reject His deity, that He has purchased the church through His sacrificial death. 
They choose to go their own way and do their own thing. They use the church and believers for 
their own ends.  



  
"For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, 

and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should 
heal them" (Acts 28:27). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  We have probably all rebelled at some point and even coveted something we did 
not deserve, but why is it worse when it involves a teacher in the church? 

2.  How can you be sure of the motive of a teacher within the church, that his 
motive is not selfish or self-serving? 

  
4.  THEY ARE SPOTS AND BLEMISHES UPON THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE 

CHURCH (v. 12). 
  
The Greek word for "spots" can mean submerged rocks or hidden reefs that can wreck a ship. 

False teachers are reefs within the church which can wreck the fellowship of the church. 
The love feasts referred to were called love feasts by the early church. They were fellowship 

meals that the church celebrated after the services on the Lord's Day. Each family brought what 
food they could. This, of course, meant that the wealthy brought plenty and the poor brought 
little or nothing. Remember that many of the believers were slaves in that day, so some of them 
would not be able to bring any food whatsoever. Some churches had the most joyful fellowship 
around the love feasts. It provided a time when the believers could share the warmth of their 
hearts and grow in fellowship together. It was a time when the Holy Spirit could draw the hearts 
of believers together in love and joy and care and sharing. It was a time that the Holy Spirit could 
use to bind believers together in feelings for one another and in warmth and tenderness. 

The point is this: fellowship among believers is a most wonderful time, a unique opportunity 
to grow and share together. But when false teachers are present, the scene is entirely different. 

⇒  False teachers are spots or blemishes upon the fellowship of believers. They 
dirty and soil the name of Christ and the testimony of the church. They profess to be 
believers and are even teachers of God's Word, but they are not pure. Their false 
teaching disturbs genuine believers and causes division within the fellowship of the 
church. Those who are not rooted in Christ and in God's Word follow and support the 
false teacher; those who are rooted in Christ and in God's Word reject the false 
teacher. False teachers always spot and dirty the fellowship of the church because they 
cause division among the people and destroy the Spirit of Christ among them. 

⇒  False teachers are reefs or submerged rocks that wreck the fellowship of the 
church. Their teaching is often injected into the church quietly and insidiously, 
completely unknown to the general membership. Therefore, the fellowship is subject 
to being shipwrecked upon the reefs of false teaching. 

  
Note that the false teachers feed themselves—that is, they fellowship with believers—without 

fear. There is no fear of God nor thought about the damage they are doing to the fellowship of 
the church. Their interest is to boost themselves forward; to be recognized as excellent teachers 
or preachers, as persons of unusual gifts, as teachers with new insights, as teachers who are 
progressive, who are a notch above others. 



  
APPLICATION: 
The fellowship of believers is spiritual. It is not a social fellowship based upon 

emotional feelings for one another. It is fellowship brought about by the Spirit of God. 
Feelings are involved; but beyond that there is godly love, joy, peace, purpose, meaning, 
and significance—all centered around Jesus Christ. When false teaching is present, all this 
is disrupted. Therefore, false teaching must never be allowed in the true church. But when 
the mature believers become aware of it, in Christ they are forced to reject it and to make 
it known.  

  
"And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he 

talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?" (Luke 
24:32). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How many times have you felt that someone was trying to disturb the peace or 
rock the boat—in school, at work, in a relationship, in church?  Did you suspect the 
person of having an evil motive?  Did you do anything about it? 

2.  As a believer, what can you do, what should you do, when someone tries to 
disturb the sweet fellowship of the church? 

  
5.  THEY ARE FILLED WITH EMPTINESS AND INSTABILITY (v. 12). 

  
Two illustrations are given. 

⇒  They are like clouds that offer rain to the farmer, but when the clouds arrive, 
they are driven away by the rushing winds of the storm. 

⇒  They are like fruit trees that seem to be flourishing and that promise fruit, but 
when harvest comes there is no fruit. 

  
This is a picture of false teachers offering hope to people, but their hope is empty and 

unstable—just as empty and unstable as the world's fleeting clouds of hope and unbearing 
promise of fruit. The false teachers cannot water the seed of God's Word in people's hearts, nor 
can their teaching bear fruit within people. The opinions of false teachers cannot help people in 
facing the trials and temptations of life, nor can they prepare people to face eternity that lies just 
over the horizon. In dealing with eternity—with God, Christ, and the Holy Scripture—the false 
teacher is nothing more than a cloud without water and a tree without fruit. He may sound like he 
offers hope, security, and fulness of life; but his message is unstable and empty and will leave a 
person hopeless when he meets God face to face. 

  
"Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly 

they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes 
of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a 
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall 
know them. Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 



kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" 
(Matthew 7:15-21). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
A false teacher can be compared to a slot machine—offering lots of promise but rarely 

delivering the goods.  Every day people gamble with their money, hoping finally to "hit 
the jackpot."  But they seldom do.  Instead, the gambler continues to insert his quarters 
and pull the handle waiting for something that will never come. 

  
Ray was a young man who was hooked on "one-armed bandits" (a popular slot 

machine).  He lived each day in hopes of finally hitting the big one.  It got so bad 
for him that he began to fall into debt because of his habit.  "Just one more 
quarter," was his argument.  "I can walk away any time I wish."  

Ray had no idea how addicted he was, but his father did.  It took some time, but 
Ray was able to get some help from Gambler's Anonymous. 

False teachers lure people in with their lies and their promises.  But they are 
filled with emptiness and instability.  They are totally untrustworthy.  Like the slot 
machine, they promise something that will never happen.  And poor souls like Ray 
have to deal with the consequences. 

  
Don't waste your time on a false teacher.  You are gambling with your life if you do. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Why do so many people believe the empty promises of false teachers?  How can 
you know if what you are hearing is the truth? 

2.  What promises can any man offer that God cannot surpass? 
  

6.  THEY TEACH THINGS THAT ARE SHAMEFUL (v. 13). 
  
The picture is that of sea waves that rage and foam under the fierce winds of a storm. After 

the storm quietens down, there is all kinds of debris strung along the shoreline, debris such as 
driftwood, seaweed, scum, and all kinds of litter. The sight is ghastly, ugly, and repulsive. The 
sight is shameful. Thus it is with false teachers. They foam out their teaching that leaves a 
ghastly scene upon the church. What they teach is shameful; it brings shame upon the name of 
Christ and shame upon the name of the church. Their teaching is a disgrace, ugly, and repulsive. 
It is nothing more than useless debris that does not belong in the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
"And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?" (Luke 

6:46). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Why are the teachings of a false teacher described in such graphic and ugly 

terms?  Is their sin really worse than anyone else's?  Why or why not? 
2.  What sort of shameful things would a false teacher speak? 

  



7.  THEY WANDER ABOUT AS A FALLING STAR THAT QUICKLY PASSES 
INTO ETERNAL DARKNESS (v. 13). 

  
This is the picture of a shooting star that shoots its light across the sky ever so quickly, but 

then it is gone forever into the darkness. The light promised by false teachers does not last nor 
can it last, for it is only of the earth; and all things of the earth disappear through age, change, 
deterioration, decay, and death—disappear into the eternal abyss of darkness ever so quickly.  

False teachers wander about grasping for light and truth and ideas and help—in all the wrong 
places. But nothing on this earth meets the desperate need of man for life—for love, joy, peace, 
fulfillment, completeness and satisfaction. The reason is ever so clear: life in all of its fulness is 
found only in Christ, the One who revealed the life of God to us. 

  
"The man that wandereth out of the way of understanding shall remain in the 

congregation of the dead" (Proverbs 21:16). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Can the teachings of a false teacher endure forever?  Why or why not? 
2.  Why are the teachings of a false teacher completely inadequate for the believer? 

  
8.  THEY ARE DOOMED TO BE JUDGED BY THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 

HIMSELF (v. 14-15). 
  
The Lord Jesus Christ is returning to earth to judge false teachers. He is coming with ten 

thousands of His holy ones. The words "ten thousands" means thousands multiplied by 
thousands, multitudes and myriads—an unlimited number of holy beings. He is coming to judge 
the world, but note: the present passage is talking specifically about the judgment of false 
teachers, the judgment of all those who have taught something other than the fact that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God sent into the world to save men. False teachers will be judged for two 
things. 

1.  They will be judged for all their ungodly deeds. All the deeds that did not center around 
Jesus Christ as God's Son shall bring judgment upon the false teachers. 

  
"For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and 

then he shall reward every man according to his works" (Matthew 16:27). 
  
2.  They will be judged for all the untrue, harsh, and defiant words spoken against Christ. 
  

"O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh" (Matthew 12:34). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  We have all done ungodly deeds at some time, but believers will not be judged 
for them because they trust Jesus Christ to forgive their sins.  Why will false teachers 
be judged for ungodly deeds? 

2.  Does the judgment facing false teachers motivate you to try to convince them of 
the truth?  Or should you steer clear of them? 



  
9.  THEY ARE MURMURERS AND COMPLAINERS (v. 16). 

  
False teachers do not have the peace of God in their hearts; therefore, they are not content 

with their lot in life. They are often dissatisfied with their... 
•        

employment 
•        

position 
•        

income 
•        

students 
•        trials 
•        

recognition 
•        honor 
•        

spouse 

•        family 
•        temptations 
•        sufferings 
•        hardship 
•        lack of eternal 

assurance and security 
•        friends 

  
There is just a general dissatisfaction with life; therefore, they often murmur and grumble. 

They do not have Christ to guide and help them through life, for they have rejected Him as the 
Son of God. Consequently they have to plow through life all alone without the hand of God to 
look after them. 

  
"He feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot 

deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand?" (Isaiah 44:20). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What kinds of things does a false teacher murmur about?  Do you ever struggle 

with these same things?  In what ways can you keep from murmuring? 
2.  Why does a false teacher murmur? 

  
10.  THEY WALK AFTER THEIR OWN LUSTS (v. 16). 

  
False teachers live after the flesh, in the lusts of the flesh. They ignore the spirit and follow 

the passions of the flesh. They indulge and gratify the flesh. They teach their false doctrine for 
personal gain. They desire... 

•  to live like they want 
•  to do away with godly restraints and demands 
•  to gain recognition and honor and a following 
•  to gain a livelihood and security 

  
A person needs recognition to feel that he is meaningful and significant. He also needs 

freedom and a livelihood. The flesh desires these things and there is nothing wrong with them. 



But when a person seeks more and more of these, when he takes the desires of the flesh and 
begins to lust after the desires, they become harmful and sinful. 

⇒  One helping of food is good; two helpings can be damaging to the body. 
⇒  Some recognition is good; too much leads to pride and arrogance or indulgent 

selfishness. 
⇒  Being free to secure the necessities of life is right, but trying to seek them 

without law leads to sinful transgression and lawlessness. As an example, we have all 
seen scenes of a community without law, all the looting and evil that runs rampant. 

  
The point is this: false teachers walk after the flesh not after the spirit. They are teaching in 

order to satisfy the flesh, to please people and to gain recognition, security, or livelihood. They 
teach a false doctrine in order to do away with the Lordship of Christ, for the Lordship of Christ 
demands the sacrifice of all one is and has. They want to live like they want, to do their own 
thing; therefore, they try to do away with the demands of God as much as they can. Again, false 
teachers walk after the flesh, not the spirit. 

  
"For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, 

that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose God 
is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things" (Phil. 
3:18-19). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Where should you draw the line in seeking to satisfy yourself?  What is the 
difference with a false teacher?  Why do they cross the line? 

2.  How do you control the lust of the flesh in your life? 
  

11.  THEY USE SHOWY WORDS BUT THEY ARE EMPTY (v. 16). 
  
False teachers use lofty words, excellency of speech, flowery language, and descriptive 

phrases; but what they say is empty. It is not the truth. It is only their own ideas and opinions. As 
stated above, their false teaching can offer no hope, not in dealing with the trials and temptations 
of life and not in dealing with death. Their teaching ends up empty and unstable. Their teaching 
dies with the grave. It cannot carry us across the portals of death into life everlasting. Only Jesus 
Christ can do that. Therefore, if the teacher's message denies Jesus Christ, there is no hope of 
heaven, not a true hope. 

  
"The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness: and the end of his talk is 

mischievous madness" (Eccles. 10:13). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Why do false teachers hide behind fancy words? 
2.  Are you vulnerable to flowery, empty words?  How can you tell the difference 

between the real thing and the false when it comes to teachers? 
  

12.  THEY FLATTER PEOPLE FOR PERSONAL GAIN (v. 16). 
  



False teachers are serving under the umbrella of Christianity... 
•  to gain a livelihood 
•  to serve mankind 
•  to stress morality 
•  to gain an image 
•  to have a respectable profession 

  
But they reject Jesus Christ as the Son of God. They know nothing about God's call to the 

ministry. Therefore, they are left on their own. They have to depend upon other people for 
acceptance and security, for they know little about the provision and security of God. 
Consequently, they have to depend upon people. Therefore, they butter up to people, flatter 
them, and try to win their support and favor. And note: there is all the difference in the world 
between loving people and flattering them in order to assure one's place and security. As the 
occasion arises, false teachers flatter, hoping to get what they want. Note how this leads to 
partiality and favoritism within the church. 

  
"A man that flattereth his neighbor spreadeth a net for his feet" (Proverbs 29:5). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
The things a false teacher says will sound real exciting at first.  His true heart will be 

exposed over the course of time.  The Christian believer who is grounded in God's Word 
will quickly grow weary of the false teacher's flattery—and see it for what it is: just empty 
words with no meaning. 

  
"Some time ago, the Saturday Evening Post ran a humorous article that traced 

the tendency for marriage partners to drift from a height of bliss into the humdrum 
of routine attitudes.  Called 'The Seven Ages of the Married Cold,' the article likens 
the state of the marriage to the reaction of a husband to his wife's colds during 
seven years of marriage. 

"The first year: 'Sugar dumpling, I'm worried about my baby girl.  You've got a 
bad sniffle and there's no telling about these things with all this strep around.  I'm 
putting you in the hospital this afternoon for a general checkup and a good rest.  I 
know the food's lousy, but I'll bring your meals from Rossini's.  I've already got it 
arranged with the floor superintendent.' 

The second year: 'Listen darling, I don't like the sound of that cough and I've 
called Doc Miller to rush over here.  Now you go to bed like a good girl, 
please?  Just for Papa.' 

"The third year: 'Maybe you'd better lie down, honey; nothing like having a little 
rest when you feel punk.  I'll bring you something to eat.  Have we got any soup?' 

"The fourth year: 'Look dear, be sensible.  After you feed the kids and get the 
dishes washed, you'd better hit the sack.' 

"The fifth year: 'Why don't you get yourself a couple of aspirin?' 
"The sixth year: 'If you'd just gargle or something, instead of sitting around 

barking like a seal!' 
"The seventh year: 'For Pete's sake, stop sneezing!  Whatcha trying to do, 

gimme pneumonia?'"  



  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Much flattery is perfectly harmless, though it is still less than honorable.  Why is 
the flattery of a false teacher so dangerous, so sinful? 

2.  Does God's view of flattery shed a new light on how you speak to others? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
The world is filled with deception, lies, and a gross perversion of the truth.  This moral 

disaster can often be traced to false teachers who have gone astray.  So beware!  God's Word is 
striking and clear: 

  
1.  False teachers go after the way of Cain, of unbelief. 
2.  False teachers go after the way of Balaam, of going astray. 
3.  False teachers go after the way of Korah, of rebellion. 
4.  False teachers are spots and blemishes upon the fellowship of the church. 
5.  False teachers are filled with emptiness and instability. 
6.  False teachers teach things that are shameful. 
7.  False teachers wander about as a falling star that quickly passes into eternal 

darkness. 
8.  False teachers are doomed to be judged by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 
9.  False teachers are murmurers and complainers. 
10.  False teachers walk after their own lusts. 
11.  False teachers use showy words but they are empty. 
12.  False teachers flatter people for personal gain. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
 THE EXHORTATION TO BELIEVERS, v. 17-25 
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Study 1:  THE EXHORTATION TO BELIEVERS 
Text:  Jude 17-25 
Aim:  To learn how to repair the damage caused by the false teacher. 
Memory Verse: 
"Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 

Christ unto eternal life" (Jude 21). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 



Every appliance you buy should come with an owner's manual.  Normally, at the back of the 
manual is a "Trouble-shooting" guide.  In that guide, you will likely find a list of solutions to any 
problems you might be experiencing.  You always hope you will never have to refer to it, but if 
you do need it, it is sure good to know where to find help.  As you probably have experienced, it 
is much easier to maintain a smoothly operating machine if you take care of the problems as they 
come up than to try to fix something that has been neglected and run down. 

In the same sense, the Christian believer has been given a trouble-shooting guide for 
correcting the problems that false teachers bring into the church.  Once again, you hope you will 
never have to use it, but it is good to know where to go if you do need help.  If you carefully 
follow Jude's instructions, then your church can remain in good, working condition.  And just 
like the carefully maintained piece of machinery, your church will survive a lot better if you take 
care of problems as they arise instead of letting them go until they cause a complete breakdown. 

Jude has just covered the traits of false teachers.  The present concern is this: What can we do 
about the false teaching in our midst?  This is the exhortation of this passage, and note: it is the 
final passage of the short letter of Jude.  Here is Jude's strong exhortation to believers, 
exhortations that tell believers what to do in the face of false teaching. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Remember: There shall be mockers (v.17-19). 
2.  Remember: Build up yourselves (v.20-21). 
3.  Remember: Be compassionate and reclaim people (v.22-23). 
4.  Remember: Walk in the keeping power of God (v.24-25). 

  
1.  REMEMBER—THERE SHALL BE MOCKERS (v. 17-19). 

  
We are now living in the days of the last time. Since Jesus Christ came to earth, history is in 

its last stage. Right now, the time between Christ's first coming and His second coming, is called 
the age of grace—the age when God's mercy and grace are flowing out to the world through His 
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. The thing to remember is that this period of history is called... 

⇒  "these last times" (1 Peter 1:20). 
⇒  "the last days" (2 Peter 3:3; 2 Tim. 3:1). 
⇒  "these last days" (Hebrews 1:2). 
⇒  "the last time" (1 John 2:18; Jude 18). 

  
Note what Jude says about these mockers or false teachers. Five significant things are said. 

These are the things we are to remember about them. 
1.  The apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ predicted that mockers would come (Jude 17). 
  

"For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the 
apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of 
light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the 
ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works" (2 Cor. 
11:13-15). 

  
2.  False teachers walk after their own ungodly lusts (Jude 18; See Jude 16 for discussion.) 



3.  False teachers cause division among God's people within the church (Jude 19). There are 
three ways that they cause division. 

a.  Their false teaching presents a divided Christianity to the world. God will always 
have His true teachers who proclaim the truth of His Son and of His Word. When false 
teachers deny the deity of Jesus Christ and the Word of God, they show a divided 
church to the world. They show that within the church there are those who say that the 
church is primarily a social service for man; it is not primarily not a sanctuary where 
man worships and praises God for His great salvation in His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. (See 2 John 7 for more discussion.) 

b.  False teachers divide the church; they cause hurt and pain in the hearts of true 
believers because their Lord and His church are being shamed. In addition, false 
teachers cause cleavage between mature believers and the followers of the false 
teacher. True believers cannot go along with false teaching. In fact, Christ and the 
apostles declared emphatically that true believers must oppose false teaching and do all 
they can to rid the church of false teachers. Therefore, false teachers always cause 
division between those who follow their teaching and mature believers who are 
grounded in the truth of Christ and of God's Word. 

  
"But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my 

Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 10:33). 
  

c.  False teachers divide people by showing partiality and favoritism. A false 
teacher's service, ministry, position, acceptance, approval, livelihood—everything 
about him—is dependent upon how well he gets along with the people to whom he 
ministers. Therefore, he must pay close attention to and flatter those who are influential 
and try not to offend them. This partiality and favoritism usually causes feelings of 
neglect and division among some. (See outline point 12—Jude 16.) 

  
"My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 

glory, with respect of persons. For if there come unto your assembly a man 
with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile 
raiment; and ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say 
unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, 
or sit here under my footstool: are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are 
become judges of evil thoughts?" (James 2:1-4). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Do you really believe you are living in the last times?  How can it be true when 
so many people have been predicting it for so long? 

2.  Have you ever been exposed to a mocker of God or of the church?  How did you 
respond? 

3.  Why should you guard against partiality and favoritism in the church, or for that 
matter anywhere?  What are the dangers? 

  
4.  False teachers are worldly minded; they are sensual and carnal (Jude 19). They are worldly 

minded in two senses. 



a.  False teachers believe that man is to work his way into God's acceptance. They 
teach that man is to be good and do good; to keep certain rituals and ordinances, rules 
and regulations of the church. They believe and teach that if man does this, then he is 
acceptable to God. But note: this teaching is centered in man and this world, in what 
man can do to become acceptable to God. It honors man instead of God and His love. 
Therefore, the false teacher reaches out to man by participating in the pleasures of man. 
He sees nothing wrong with seeking the pleasures and possessions of the world.  

⇒  He sees nothing wrong with joining in with people in their worldly 
behavior, worldly socials, and worldly talk. 

⇒  He sees nothing wrong with seeking the things of this world: 
possessions, recognition, honor, position, influence, money, wealth, houses, 
and lands. 

  
b.  The false teacher believes that man is saved and becomes acceptable to God by 

keeping the rituals and rules of the church (such as baptism, circumcision, 
confirmation, the Lord's Supper), and by attending services when possible. False 
teachers believe that a person is acceptable to God if he has done these things no matter 
what kind of life he lives. False teachers think that the important thing is that a man 
take his spirit and believe in Jesus Christ and be baptized. They believe and teach that 
if he does this... 

•  then God understands if he slips into sin here and there.  
•  the man is eternally secure because he believes and has been baptized.  
•  the kind of life the man lives can be worldly just so he has done these two 

things. 
  

Note how sensual and carnal, how worldly this kind of teaching is. It says little 
about repentance, about holy and separate living. 

  
"If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are 

not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you" (John 15:19). 

  
5.  False teachers do not have the Spirit of God in them. The true Spirit of God confesses that 

Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, that the incarnation is true: God did become Man and did come 
to earth to save man. The Spirit of God cannot confess anything other than the truth; therefore, 
every teacher who has the Spirit of God will confess the same truth. If he confesses anything 
else, then the spirit within him is not the Spirit of God. 

  
"Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him 

not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in 
you" (John 14:17). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What are some dangerous teachings of false teachers that you must guard 
against?  How can you avoid following or leading others into this trap? 



2.  Why are keeping rules and rituals not enough to make us acceptable to God, not 
enough to save us? 

3.  Is it possible for a teacher or any believer to be truly saved but not believe that 
Jesus Christ is God, that He came to earth to save man from his sins?  Why or why 
not? 

  
2.  REMEMBER—BUILD UP YOURSELVES (v. 20-21). 

  
There are four ways in which a believer builds himself up. 
1.  The believer builds upon the foundation of holy faith. What does this mean? By faith is 

meant our beliefs, the body of truth that we have learned from Scripture. It is the Holy Scripture 
that tells us about God and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and about man and his world. This is 
significant, for it means that our beliefs are not our own opinions nor the opinions of any other 
man. Our beliefs come directly from Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit of God as they inspired 
prophets to write the Holy Scripture. This is probably what Jude meant by holy. Remember holy 
means separate, set apart, different. Our holy faith is far different from all other faiths. It is a 
faith that is not based upon opinion, speculation, or imaginations of men. It is faith that has been 
separated and set apart from man's ideas about God and life. It is a faith that is separated and set 
apart by God Himself, that has come from God. It is the "most holy faith" of God, His Son, and 
His Spirit—the holy faith that is to be held by all the people of the earth. 

The point is this: believers are to build up their lives upon their holy faith. They are to study, 
meditate, learn, memorize, and live out the Scripture. They are to build upon what they have 
learned and then continue to build more and more. The only way believers can do this is to 
continually study the holy faith, the living Word of God. 

  
"Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken 

him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: and the rain descended, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it 
was founded upon a rock. And every one that heareth these sayings of mind, and 
doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the 
sand: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat 
upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it" (Matthew 7:24-27). 

  
2.  The believer builds by praying in the Spirit (the Holy Spirit). To pray in the Spirit means... 

•  that we pray under His guidance and influence, under His energy and power. 
•  that we seek and ask His help as we approach the throne of grace. 
•  that we focus our minds and concentrate upon the Holy Spirit helping us to pray, 

and depend upon Him to help us. 
•  that we ask and depend upon the Holy Spirit to cleanse our requests and make 

sure that what we ask is according to the will of God. 
•  that we walk in the Spirit day by day and offer unbroken prayer to God all day 

long. 
•  that we set time aside every day and wrestle in prayer before God for the needs 

of loved ones, for the needs of God's people, and for the world—all in the Spirit. 
  



"Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us 
with groanings which cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts 
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for 
the saints according to the will of God" (Romans 8:26-27). 

  
3.  The believer builds himself up by keeping himself in the love of God (see 1 John 3:10; 1 

John 3:14; 1 John 5:16). 
4.  The believer builds himself up by looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 

looking for that glorious day of His return. Jesus Christ has made it possible for God to have 
mercy upon us now: God has forgiven our sins. But the day of redemption, the glorious day 
when God's mercy will be fully known, will not take place until the return of Christ. It is at His 
return that we will be transformed into His image of perfection and glory. Therefore, the way to 
build ourselves up is to keep our eyes upon the mercy of Jesus Christ and the glorious day of His 
return. (See 1 John 2:28.) 

  
"When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, 

then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: and before him shall be gathered all 
nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep from the goats" (Matthew 25:31-32). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Is your faith built upon what God says and teaches in His Holy Word, or upon 
what you think about Him? 

2.  Can you strengthen your faith?  Should you?  How can you do it? 
3.  Are you conscious of the Holy Spirit's presence when you pray, or are you 

primarily focused on what you are asking for?  Could you be missing out on much of 
the power of prayer because you do not involve the Holy Spirit?  How can you 
improve in this area? 

  
3.  REMEMBER—BE COMPASSIONATE AND RECLAIM PEOPLE (v. 22-23). 

  
Jude 22 is a difficult verse to translate from the Greek. This is clearly seen by anyone who 

looks at several English translations. The outline follows the New American Standard: "And 
have mercy on some, who are doubting." Note three points. 

1.  Believers are to be compassionate and reclaim those who are doubting. A false teacher 
causes people to doubt the faith, especially those who are attracted to his charisma, appearance, 
beliefs, and to his preaching and teaching style. In addition to these, there are many young, 
immature, and carnal believers who are easily led to doubt the truth. It is the duty of mature 
believers to reach out to those who begin to doubt, and note how: in compassion. We are not to 
reach out in... 

•        

censorship 
•        

criticism 
•        

•        

judgment 
•        

harshness 
•        



severity 
•        

superiority 

haughtiness 
•        

spiritual pride 
  
True, we are not the ones who began to doubt; we stood fast. But our spirit must be 

compassionate and loving; we must seek to restore doubters to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2.  Believers are to be compassionate and reclaim those who are lost in the false teaching. 

Note how: by striking fear in them. We must warn them of God's judgment and of the danger of 
eternal doom if they reject, turn against, and deny God's Son (see 1 John 4:2-3; 1 John 2:18; 1 
John 2:22-23). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
How many people do you know who are victims of false teaching?  Have you ever 

confronted them about the eventual destination of their soul?  Sometimes we tend to be 
too careful, afraid of offending those who are lost.  The truth is striking: they have already 
been offended by the message of the cross of Christ.  The fruit of Christian love and 
compassion is ripe when the gospel is shared with the lost.  How will they know unless 
you tell them? 

  
"Dwight L. Moody once saw a man freezing to death on the street in 

Chicago.  Moody could not just talk this man into warmth.  He pounded him with 
his fist and got him really angry.  The man began to pound back and then got up 
and ran after Moody.  That got his blood circulating and saved his life.  Our loud 
and outspoken witnessing may make people angry, but at least it may awaken them 
from their spiritual stupor."  

  
Who needs your compassion today? 

  
3.  Believers must guard themselves when reaching out to help others. The language used is 

descriptive: believers must hate "even the garment spotted [polluted] by the flesh." Believers 
hate everything about false teaching that defiles people, hate it so much that they would never be 
deceived by its appealing ways. Believers must guard against becoming polluted themselves 
when they get along side those... 

•  who are living in the flesh. 
•  who are backslidden. 
•  who are deceived. 
•  who are teaching error. 

  
Believers must hate the world, its false teaching and worldly life-style, hate them so much that 

they even hate the garments that are polluted by the flesh. Believers must guard and protect 
themselves from all defilement of the world and its false teaching. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What are some signs of a person who is doubting the faith?  How can you and 
should you help this person? 



2.  Do you ever find yourself judging those who do not believe the truth of God or 
who have backslidden?  How can you avoid being judgmental? 

3.  Can you warn someone about God's judgment, about hell and eternal damnation, 
without appearing superior or prideful?  How?  Why should you risk the possible 
reaction or rejection? 

4.  As you attempt to reach someone who has fallen away from the truth or who is 
lost, how can you avoid becoming contaminated by the world and its false teachings? 

  
4.  REMEMBER—WALK IN THE KEEPING POWER OF GOD (v. 24-25). 

  
This is the conclusion of Jude's short letter. Note that this is a benediction upon believers. It is 

one of the most well known benedictions by Christians all over the world. Note the great 
message on the source of the believer's security. What is the source of the believer's security? 
Who is it that keeps the believer secure while he walks upon the earth? It is God—God's keeping 
power. 

1.  God is able to keep us from falling. In Jude 21 we are told that we are to keep ourselves in 
the love of God. Here we are told that God keeps us. God alone has the power to keep us from 
falling in a world that has so much corruption and false teaching. But for God to keep us, we 
must draw near Him and stay in touch with Him. How? By daily Bible study and prayer, and by 
walking righteously. By learning to walk moment by moment in open and unbroken prayer, 
communion, and fellowship with Him. 

2.  God is able to make us blameless when we come face to face with Him. The word 
"blameless" means to be spotless and pure, without any defilement whatsoever. God is able to 
accept us in Jesus Christ, the spotless Lamb of God. If we will continue to approach God in 
Christ—in the name of Christ and His death—then God will accept us and count our faith as 
righteousness. He will accept us in the righteousness of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. God is 
able to do this, and He will do it if we will draw near Him in Christ. 

3.  God is able to infuse us with triumphant joy in the glorious day that we meet Him face to 
face. There will be so much to excite and cause our hearts to joy and rejoice: 

⇒  the glory of God's presence and of heaven 
⇒  the glory of Christ and of seeing Him face to face 
⇒  the transformation of our bodies into perfection 
⇒  the joy of being reunited with our deceased loved ones 
⇒  the unbelievable exaltation of being made kings and priests to rule and reign 

with Christ 
⇒  the unbelievable exaltation of being assigned the duty of serving God and 

Christ forever and ever. 
  
All of this and so much more will stir our hearts to joy and rejoice in Christ for ever and ever. 
4.  God is the only wise God and He is our Savior. The idea is that He is the only living and 

true God—the only God who could ever plan and create the world and man, the only God who 
could bring about the salvation of man after man had made such a mess of things. God is not 
only wise, He is the Savior. He alone has the wisdom and power to save man from this 
corruptible world of sin and evil, disease and accident, death and judgment. 

  
5.  God alone is the God who dwells in glory and majesty, dominion and power. 



⇒  He alone is the Supreme Glory and Majesty of the universe. 
⇒  He alone is the Supreme Dominion and Power of the universe. 

  
Therefore, the only thing left for believers to do is to shout the praises of Him who alone can 

save them: 
  

"Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, 
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen" (Jude 24-25). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
We live in a world where few things are sure: there is little security and life is ever so 

brief.  But one thing you can count on is the constant care of the One who keeps you in the 
hollow of His hand.  Through every generation, believers find themselves in the same 
position—in the loving hands of the Savior.  Yours is the same great privilege as Martin 
Luther's. 

  
"When Martin Luther was in the throes of the Reformation and the Pope was 

trying to bring him back to the Catholic church, he sent a cardinal to deal with 
Luther and buy him with gold. 

"The cardinal wrote to the Pope, 'The fool does not love gold.'  The cardinal, 
when he could not convince Luther, said to him, 'What do you think the Pope cares 
for the opinions of a German...[farmer]?  The Pope's little finger is stronger than 
all Germany.  Do you expect your princes to take up arms to defend you—you, a 
wretched worm like you?  I tell you no.  And where will you be then?' 

"Luther's reply was simple.  'Where I am now.  In the hands of Almighty God.'"  
  

Place your hand into God's hand and He will keep you by His power. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  When you find yourself falling and failing, do you call upon God or rely upon 

yourself or upon other men?  Who fails—God or men?  Who succeeds—God or 
men?  How can you learn to trust God more and more to keep you from falling? 

2.  God accepts us only when we come to Him in the name of His Son, the name of 
Christ.  Have you ever approached God and expected His acceptance and approval 
without trusting in Christ?  When?  What is your experience and testimony? 

3.  Do you ever feel defeated by the world?  Depressed because of its evil and 
corruption?  How can the joy of the Lord overcome the reality of the situation? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
False teachers can cause irreparable damage in the local church if left unchecked.  You have 

learned how to detect and repair that damage.  Through this study, Jude has provided a trouble-
shooting guide to help you fix the problems caused by false teachers.  Remember: 

  
1.  There shall be mockers. 



2.  Build up yourselves. 
3.  Be compassionate and reclaim people. 
4.  Walk in the keeping power of God. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  
  


