
THE EPISTLE OF PAUL 
THE APOSTLE TO THE ROMANS 
 
INTRODUCTION 
AUTHOR: Paul, the Apostle. Paul clearly states that he is the author (Romans 1:1), and the personal references and 

facts given in Romans 15 tell us beyond any doubt that Paul is the author. 
  
DATE: AD 55-58. 
Paul says, "Now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints" (Romans 15:25). This journey to Jerusalem was the 

trip made necessary by the extreme poverty of the believers in the Jerusalem church. Paul had taken a collection from the 
Gentile churches and felt compelled to deliver the offering himself. This occurred on his third missionary journey. 

  
TO WHOM WRITTEN: "To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints." 
Several manuscripts have been found with the personal and local touches of Romans 15-16 omitted and the doxology 

included. This would definitely point to there being several churches. The place of writing seems to be Corinth, for Paul 
recommended Phoebe to the Romans. Phoebe was a deaconess from Cenchrea, the eastern seaport of Corinth. 

  
PURPOSE: Paul had several reasons for writing. 
1.  Paul wished to evangelize Spain (Romans 15:25). To do so he needed a local church from which to launch his 

ministry—a church that would be much closer to Spain than Antioch. Antioch had been his home base up until now. By 
writing Romans, he was preparing the Roman church for the day when he would reveal his vision to them. He was making 
them familiar with his name, his mission, and his love. 

2.  Paul had a personal compulsion to visit and witness in Rome itself. His life-long strategy had been to evangelize the 
great metropolitan cities along the route that stretched from Jerusalem to Rome. He knew that a route so greatly traveled 
and cities so actively engaged in commerce would assure the spread of the Gospel. Rome was the capital, the center of the 
world; it provided the greatest strategic opportunity for world evangelism. A Rome conquered for Christ could mean a 
world conquered for Christ. 

3.  Paul was not sure he would ever reach Rome personally. He was going to Jerusalem and knew the danger. There 
was a chance he might be killed in Jerusalem. He requested the Roman church to pray for him: "I beseech you, 
brethren...strive together with me in your prayers to God for me, that I may be delivered from them that do not believe in 
Judea" (Romans 15:30-31). Yet despite the danger, Paul was a master strategist: he knew the strategic importance of 
Rome for the spread of the Gospel worldwide. The church had to be rooted and grounded in the faith; therefore, he sat 
down and wrote this great letter. The message of the letter is what Paul would hammer into the believers' hearts if he ever 
did get to stand before them. 

  
SPECIAL FEATURES: 
1.  The church at Rome. The church was strong. Five factors show its strength. 
First, Rome was a lay church. A writer of the fourth century said that some Roman citizens "had embraced the faith of 

Christ...without any sign of mighty works or any of the apostles" (Ambrosiaster, a Latin Father, in his Epistle to the 
Romans. Quoted by F.F. Bruce. The Epistle of Paul to the Romans. "The Tyndale New Testament Commentaries," ed. by 
RVG Tasker. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1963, p. 13). The content of the epistle shows a people of great spiritual depth 
and maturity. But how did the gospel reach Rome? Who founded the church? The only thing known for sure is that there 
was a great and flourishing church in the capital. But just when the church was founded is unknown. There are several 
possibilities. 

a. At Pentecost there were "strangers from Rome, both Jews and proselytes" (Acts 2:10). Were any 
converted during Pentecost? There is no specific mention of converts among the Romans, but Romans are the 
only group identified among the European pilgrims. 

b. Many of the members of the Roman church were known by Paul personally. He had met them elsewhere, 
sometime long ago. The church could have been founded by these. He greets Aquila and Priscilla (Romans 
16:3; cp. Acts 18:2-3). He also greets some well-known believers whom he says were "in Christ" even before 
himself: Andronicus and Junia (Romans 16:7). Rufus, perhaps the son of Simon of Cyrene who carried the 
cross of Christ, is also greeted (see note—  Romans 16:13; cp. Mark 15:21). Paul may have known Rufus and 
his mother in Antioch. 

c. The lay followers of Christ were probably among the first to carry the gospel to Rome. This was Paul's 
great strategy as God's chief commander for world evangelization. Paul had penetrated the great cities of the 



world with the glorious gospel, and he did all he could to establish a strong church in each of the major cities. 
Each of these cities lay along the world's great roads that led right into the heart of the world's capital, Rome 
itself. In all the hustle and bustle of business and traveling to and fro, some men, racing throughout the world 
and carrying on their affairs, were bound to be reached for Christ and to become lay missionaries themselves. It 
was only inevitable that Rome be penetrated. A church was bound to be founded right in the heart of Rome. 

Second, Rome had a worldwide reputation. Its faith was strong (Romans 1:8). It was spiritually mature, able to digest 
the meat of the Word. Practically every page covers a major doctrine or theological discussion. 

Third, Rome was a Gentile church. The Gentiles, who comprised a vast majority of the membership, were reminded of 
the fact that Christianity had come from Jewish roots. Therefore, the Jews were to be deeply respected—even if they were 
outnumbered (Romans 11:18). 

Fourth, Rome was a persecuted church. The church was severely persecuted seven years after Paul wrote this great 
letter to the believers. Nero had burned the older section of the great city in a fit of madness, and he blamed the burning of 
Rome upon the Christians. Believers were also charged with such crimes as cannibalism, immoral practices, and with 
being enemies of the state. They were actually charged with any other crime that could be connived. However, the blood 
of the church proved to be its seed (Tertullian, Apology 50.  Quoted by F.F. Bruce. The Epistle of Paul to the Romans. 
"The Tyndale New Testament Commentaries," p. 17). Believers, fleeing the persecution, spread all over the world; and 
wherever they went, they shared the glorious news of eternal life in Christ Jesus. In addition, the citizens of Rome grew 
tired of so much savagery and eventually demanded that the savagery against the Christians stop. The church was left 
alone and the glorious news of salvation was allowed to be freely proclaimed. 

Fifth, Rome was a triumphant church. The church was unashamed of its life and witness. It was willing to stand up and 
be counted by the side of those who suffered. When Paul was being escorted into the city as a Roman prisoner, while still 
some thirty to forty miles away, the Christian church marched forward to meet and give him a triumphant processional 
over those thirty to forty miles. The sight of these dear believers filled Paul with a sense of glory seldom experienced by 
men. (See note—Acts 28:13-15.) 

2.  Romans is The Great Epistle of Theology. It is a statement of what Paul believed, a statement of his theology. Paul 
was not writing to meet a special problem or danger or error. He was writing primarily to root and ground the Roman 
believers in the faith as deeply as he could, for they lived in the great strategic center with explosive potential for world 
evangelization. He was completely free to set forth what he saw to be the essential theology for a living faith. 

3.  Romans is The Epistle Written for Every Man. It is the Gospel of God (Romans 1:1). It is a book for the world (see 
Romans 1:4-2:16; etc.); a book for the church (see Romans 1:1-7; etc.); a book for theologians (see Romans 3:1-5:21; 
etc.); a book for philosophers (see Romans 1:1-2:16; etc.); a book for legalists (see Romans 7:1f; etc.); a book for 
immature believers (see Romans 6:1-8:30); a book for mature believers (see Romans 8:12-14; etc.); a book for sufferers 
(see Romans 7:1-8:39; etc.); a book for unbelievers (see Romans 1:1-2:16; etc.); a book for religionists (see Romans 2:17-
5:21; etc.). Romans is the truth desperately needed by every man, whoever or wherever he may be. 

4.  Romans is The Church's Last Testament. Although one of the driving forces of Paul's heart was to visit the Roman 
church, he was not sure he would ever get to see them face to face (See Purpose, point 3). Yet, the church's strategic 
importance necessitated that he do what he could to assure that they use their explosive potential for Christ. Thus, he was 
forced to write—just in case. And write he did. In the Book of Romans the church has what Paul wished to say to the 
church—just in case he never got there. In a sense it is The Church's Last Testament—just what the church needs to hear. 
Romans comes closest to being the one written possession a church needs, the most comprehensive statement of Christian 
truth. 

5.  Romans is The Gospel's Main Truth. This is evident from Special Features, points 1 and 2. 
6.  Romans is God's Worldwide Plan for Israel and the Gentiles. More clearly than any other book, Romans shows 

God's glorious plan for the ages in Israel and the Gentile nations. A panoramic view of history is given from a Christian 
perspective. This is quickly grasped by a study of the Outline, Romans 9-11. 

 
GREETING AND THEME: THE GOSPEL AND GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS, 1:1-17 

»Front Matter  »Book Intro  »Detailed Outline 
Study 1: PAUL'S CREDENTIALS: ENSLAVEMENT TO CHRIST 
Text: Romans 1:1-7 
Aim: To willingly become a slave to Christ; to serve Christ with no reservation. 
Memory Verse: 
"If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man 

serve me, him will [my] Father honour" (John 12:26). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 



People today are enslaved to many different things, things like... 
• 

 money 
• 

 fame 
•  drugs 

• 
 power 

• 
 sex 

• 
 pornography 

• 
 food 

• 
 alcohol 

•  work 

  
With a little bit of imagination, you could probably add many more items to this list. As you may have experienced, 

when you become enslaved to one thing, you give up rights in other areas. For instance, if you are enslaved to food, you 
sacrifice health and weight. If you are enslaved to drugs, you give up control of your mind and body. If you are enslaved 
to fame, you lose your privacy and humility. And on and on. You become bound to that which controls you. When you 
give in and give up to evil masters, you are doomed to a life of bitter slavery. 

But it does not have to be that way. You can be enslaved to a good master,  
⇒ to someone who will save you, save you from all the bondages and enslavements of life 
⇒ to someone who will give you life, a life that overflows with abundance, with all the good things of life 
⇒ to someone who will meet your every need 
⇒ to someone who will guide you and teach you how to conquer and live victoriously over all the trials 

and problems of life 
  
Is it possible to be a slave to both good and evil? No! You cannot have it both ways. You cannot be a slave to the 

things of the world and a slave of Christ. You cannot enjoy an intimate relationship with the world and still love Christ. 
No person is a true follower of Jesus Christ unless he is enslaved by Christ. In fact, it is impossible for a person to belong 
to Christ unless he is enslaved by Christ. This is the shocking message Paul wants to get across to the believers at Rome.  

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  He was a slave of Christ (v.1). 
2.  He was an apostle of God (v.1). 
3.  He was set apart to the gospel of God (v.1-4). 
4.  He had received God's grace and God's mission (v.5). 
5.  He acknowledged the enslavement of others (v.6-7). 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(1:1-7) Gospel—Christianity: in these verses Paul gives the raw outline of the gospel he preached (Romans 1:1-4). It 

is a penetrating look at primitive Christianity. Note the gospel's close agreement with the Apostle's Creed. 
  
The Apostle's Creed 
  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into Hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead,  
He ascended into Heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from hence He shall come 

to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy Catholic [or universal] Church; the communion of the saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen 
  
The Apostle Paul 
1.  Paul's view of the Old Testament. 

a. It comes from God. 
b. It is given "through His prophets." 
c. It is "holy" Scripture. 

2.  Paul's view of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
a. He is God's Son: "concerning His Son." 



b. He is the promised Savior: "Christ," the Messiah. 
c. He is Lord: "our Lord." 
d. He is man: "born of the seed of David according to the flesh." 
e. He is declared to be the very Son of God: "declared to be the Son of God with power." 
f. He is divine or holy: "according to the Spirit of holiness." 
g. He is risen from the dead: "by the resurrection from the dead." 

3.  Paul's view of the gospel. 
a. It is of God: "the Gospel of God" (cp. Romans 1:1, 17; Romans 3:21). 
b. It was prophesied: "he had promised...." 
c. It agrees with the Old Testament: "promised afore...in the holy scriptures." 
d. It concerns God's very own Son: "concerning His Son." 
e. It concerns the divine Savior: "Jesus Christ, our Lord...declared to be the Son of God with power, 

according to the spirit of holiness [sinlessness]." 
f. It concerns the human Savior: "made of the seed of David...." 
g. It concerns the risen Savior: "the resurrection from the dead." 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How important is it to study the Scriptures on a regular basis? 
2.  Do you know what you believe as solidly as Paul did? Do you know the simple facts of the gospel? 

Would it be useful for you to memorize the Apostle's Creed? Why or why not? 
  

1.  HE WAS A SLAVE OF CHRIST (v. 1). 
  
The word slave means far more than just a servant. It means a slave totally possessed by the master. It is a bond-

servant bound by law to a master. 
A look at the slave market of Paul's day shows more clearly what Paul meant when he said he was a "slave of Jesus 

Christ." 
1.  The slave was owned by his master; he was totally possessed by his master. This is what Paul meant. Paul was 

purchased and possessed by Christ. Christ had looked upon him and had seen his degraded and needful condition. And 
when Christ looked, the most wonderful thing happened: Christ loved him and bought him; therefore, he was now the 
possession of Christ. 

2.  The slave existed for his master and he had no other reason for existence. He had no personal rights whatsoever. 
The same was true with Paul: he existed only for Christ. His rights were the rights of Christ only. 

3.  The slave served his master and he existed only for the purpose of service. He was at the master's disposal any hour 
of the day or night. So it was with Paul: he lived only to serve Christ—hour by hour, day by day, and night by night. 

4.  The slave's will belonged to his master. He was allowed no will and no ambition other than the will and ambition of 
the master. He was completely subservient to the master and owed total obedience to the will of the master. Paul belonged 
to Christ. In fact, he said that he fought and struggled to bring every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ 
(2 Cor. 10:5). 

5.  There is a fifth and most precious thing that Paul meant by "a slave of Jesus Christ." He meant that he had the 
highest, most honored and kingly profession in all the world. Men of God, the greatest men of history, have always been 
called "the servants of God." It was the highest title of honor. The believer's slavery to Jesus Christ is no cringing, 
cowardly, or shameful subjection. It is the position of honor—the honor that bestows upon a man the privileges and 
responsibilities of serving the King of kings and Lord of lords. 

⇒ Moses was the slave of God (Deut. 34:5; Psalm 105:26; Malachi 4:4). 
⇒ Joshua was the slave of God (Joshua 24:29). 
⇒ David was the slave of God (2 Samuel 3:18; Psalm 78:70). 
⇒ Paul was the slave of Jesus Christ (Romans 1:1; Phil. 1:1; Titus 1:1). 
⇒ James was the slave of God (James 1:1). 
⇒ Peter was the slave of Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:1). 
⇒ Jude was the slave of God (Jude 1). 
⇒ The prophets were the slaves of God (Amos 3:7; Jeremiah 7:25). 
⇒ Christian believers are said to be the slaves of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:18; 1 Cor. 7:22; Ephes. 6:6; Col. 

4:12; 2 Tim. 2:24).  
  



"If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any 
man serve me, him will my Father honour" (John 12:26; cp. Romans 12:1; 1 Cor. 15:58). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Have you ever thought what it would be like to be a slave? If you were to retrace your family tree, there is a 

very good chance that one of your ancestors was a slave to someone. 
  

"Many years ago a well-to-do Christian paid a very high price for a particular slave. Actually, the man 
abhorred the practice of slavery, and his sole purpose was to set at liberty the one he had purchased. When 
the two met for the first time, the wealthy man said, 'It is true, I bought you, but I did it only to free you 
from the terrible bondage you have known.' Then he handed the other man some papers that guaranteed 
freedom. 

"The slave looked at him in sheer amazement. 'Am I truly free? Am I my own? May I go where I wish?' 
'Yes,' said the Christian, 'that's why I bought you, so you could be loosed from those chains forever.' 
Overwhelmed by these words, the slave fell at his feet and said with heartfelt devotion, 'Then my greatest 
joy and freedom will be to stay with you and serve you gladly for the rest of my life.'"   

  
We are all slaves to someone or something. Who is your master? What kind of master do you serve? 

Remember: the believer's slavery to Jesus Christ is no cringing, cowardly, or shameful subjection. It is a position 
of honor—the honor that bestows upon a man the privileges and responsibilities of serving the King of kings and 
Lord of lords. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  To what degree do you consider yourself to be a bond-servant to Christ? 
⇒ I am totally committed. 
⇒ I tend to flee when things get tough. 
⇒ I often find myself struggling between two masters. 

2.  Describe in your own words what it means to be a slave to Christ. 
3.  What hinders men from wanting to be slaves to Christ? How can these factors be overcome? 

  
2.  HE WAS AN APOSTLE OF GOD (v. 1). 

  
The word apostle means either a person who is sent out or a person who is sent forth. An apostle is a representative, an 

ambassador, a person who is sent out into one country to represent another country. Three things are true of the apostle: 
(1) he belongs to the One who has sent him out; (2) he is commissioned to be sent out; and (3) he possesses all the 
authority and power of the One who sends him out. 

Note three forceful lessons. 
1.  Paul said he was "called" to be an apostle. He was not in the ministry because he... 

•  chose to be 
•  had the ability 
•  had been encouraged by others to choose the ministerial profession 
•  enjoyed working with people 

  
He was an apostle, a minister of the gospel, for one reason only: God had called him. 
  

"And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me 
into the ministry" (1 Tim. 1:12). 

  
2.  Paul had heard and answered God's call. God did not override Paul's will—He wanted Paul in the ministry, so He 

called Paul. But note: it was up to Paul to hear and respond.  
3.  Paul was called to be an apostle, that is, to be a minister. He was not called to occupy a position of authority or to 

be honored by men.  
  

APPLICATION: 
Every servant of God is called for two primary purposes: 

1) To serve and minister. 



  
"And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: Even as the Son of man came 

not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many" (Matthew 20:27-
28). 

"As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of 
the household of faith" (Galatians 6:10). 

  
2) To go forth and bear fruit. 

  
"Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance" (Matthew 3:8). 
"Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring 

forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain" (John 15:16). 
"And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 

season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper" (Psalm 1:3). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Men serve God for a lot of reasons. What should motivate men to serve God? 
2.  What role does the believer play in the call of God? 
3.  Why did God call you to serve Him? How faithful have you been to that call today? This week? This 

year? 
  

3.  HE WAS SET APART TO THE GOSPEL OF GOD (v. 1-4). 
  
This is the reason God called Paul: that Paul might be separated or marked and set apart to the gospel of God. The 

word gospel simply means the good news of God.  
⇒ Paul did not say he was called and set apart to a man-made religion, denomination, or sect; nor was he 

called primarily to a gospel of social justice and welfare, as important as these calls are. 
⇒ Paul said he was set apart to the gospel, the good news of God (cp. 1 Thes. 2:2-13). 

  
Note what the gospel is. 
1.  The gospel of the New Testament is the same good news of God which was promised in the Old Testament 

Scriptures. Jesus Christ is the Subject and the Author of the gospel, but the gospel began long before the birth of Jesus. 
The gospel began long, long ago in the mind and plan of God, and God foretold the coming of the gospel (His Son) 
through the prophets of old. Mark says what Paul was later to say:  

  
"The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; as it is written in the prophets, behold, I 

send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight" (Mark 1:1-3).  

"Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me" 
(John 5:39). 

  
2.  The gospel is the incarnation of "God's Son, Jesus Christ our Lord" (see A CLOSER LOOK, Gospel—Romans 

1:1-7). Note how Paul takes the names and titles of Jesus Christ and stacks them one upon another, and note the verses 
that clearly support Paul's declaration. 

  
⇒ God's Son 

  
"And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God" (John 1:34). 

  
⇒ Jesus 

  
"And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people 

from their sins" (Matthew 1:21). 
  

⇒ Christ 
  



"Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost" (Matthew 1:18). 

  
⇒ Our Lord 

  
"Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom 

ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:36). 
  
The gospel concerns "God's Son, Jesus Christ our Lord." He is both the Subject and the Author of the gospel. By Him 

and through Him the gospel is created and proclaimed. He brings the good news of God to man. He is the very 
embodiment of the good news of God Himself. 

The gospel concerns two glorious truths. 
a. The first glorious truth is that God's Son became a man. He was made of the seed of David; that is, he was 

born as a man, as a descendant of David. David was the greatest ruler of Israel; he was one of the greatest 
ancestors of Jesus. (See Luke 3:24-31.) 

The point is this: God sent His Son into the world in human flesh. The words was made mean to become. 
God's Son became a man—flesh and blood—just like all other men. He had a human nature, and because He 
had a human nature... 

•  He suffered all the trials of life which we suffer. 
•  He is able to succor us through all the trials of life. 

  
"The Word [God's Son] was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 

the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth" (John 1:14). 
  

b. The second glorious truth is both profound and critical, for it proclaims the divine nature of Jesus Christ. 
Jesus Christ was the Son of God before He came into the world. (See John 1:1-2; John 1:3; Phil. 2:6; Phil. 2:7.) 
However, since coming, He is declared to be the Son of God by two things. 

⇒ The Spirit of holiness that dwelt in Him declares Jesus to be the Son of God. He was the very 
embodiment of holiness, of purity and morality and justice. His life upon earth proves the fact. He 
lived as a man for thirty some years and never sinned. 

  
"For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 

righteousness of God in him" (2 Cor. 5:21). 
  

⇒ The resurrection from the dead declares that Jesus is the Son of God.  
⇒ All other men are dead and gone. The proof is demonstrated by one simple question: "Where are 

they? Where are our mothers, our fathers, our sisters, our ancestors?" Once they have left this world, 
they are gone and the earth never sees them again. But not Christ. He died, but He arose and walked 
upon the earth again. And today Jesus Christ lives forever in the presence of God. Death could not 
hold Him because He was the Son of God and possessed the perfect spirit of holiness. 

  
"Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible 

that he should be holden of it" (Acts 2:24). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  How would your life change if you were more set apart to the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, that is, if 

you committed yourself more and more to share the good news of Jesus Christ? What kinds of things would 
you need to change? 

2.  Using the simplest terms, define the gospel. 
3.  God's Son came to earth as a man. Why is this an important part of the gospel? How does this fact help 

you when you are going through trials? 
4.  Jesus Christ was the Son of God before He came to earth. What difference does it make to the gospel 

that Christ is God? 
  

4.  HE HAD RECEIVED GOD'S GRACE AND GOD'S MISSION (v. 5). 
  



Note the word we. Paul now speaks of all believers, not only of himself. 
1.  We have received God's glorious grace: His favor, His mercy, His love, His salvation. (See Titus 2:11-15.) Grace 

includes all that God has done for us and all the wonderful blessings He showers upon us. Very simply, God's grace 
includes... 

  
a. His love for us from all eternity past. 

  
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 

blessings in heavenly places in Christ: according as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love" (Ephes. 1:3-4). 

  
b. His saving us freely, without any cost to us whatsoever. 

  
"Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus" (Romans 

3:24). 
  

c. His care and looking after us day by day. 
  

"But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Phil. 
4:19). 

  
d. His glorious promise of eternal redemption: of our being transformed and being made perfect, and being 

given the glorious privilege of living with Him forever in worship and service. 
  

"In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of his grace" (Ephes. 1:7). 

  
2.  We have received apostleship, that is, God's mission. The idea is that we have received a special mission, God's 

very own special task in the world. What is that mission? Paul said it is "obedience to the faith" (see A CLOSER LOOK, 
Obedience—Romans 1:5 for discussion). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
God has given each believer a special mission to accomplish in his lifetime. Can you imagine how displeasing 

and harmful it would be if you decided to pursue your own mission instead of God's? 
  

Throughout his adult life, Don had focused on one mission. It was a mission to destroy anything or 
anyone who got in his way. A businessman with a knack for making a profit, Don found himself living a life 
that was the envy of many. Life had been good and the prospects for the future looked even better. 

But lately, the more money Don made, the more empty he felt inside. It did not make any sense. 
Everything he could ever want was his, but he could not escape the haunting voice that echoed in his mind: 
"Lay it all down and follow Me." Don knew that God was speaking to his heart. He had made a profession 
of faith when he was a young boy, but that seemed like such a long time ago. He had forgotten a lot of what 
he had learned in church about God. But one thing he did not forget was that God was able to speak to His 
children. And God was speaking to him now. 

"God, what do you want me to do? Sell all I have and become a missionary to Africa?" The very thought 
sent cold chills down Don's back. "God, anything but that!" Desperate for relief, Don began to read his 
Bible again. He started to go back to church when he was in town. One day at church he asked one of the 
older men for some advice. "Mr. Billy, what kind of advice would you give a fellow like me who wants to do 
what's best for himself?" Mr. Billy was a treasure in the community, a godly man respected by all. The old 
gentleman looked Don right in the eye and said, "Don, God has blessed you with the gift of being able to 
make a lot of money. The best thing you could do for yourself is to invest it in God's work. Why don't you 
pray about sponsoring some folks who are going to become missionaries to Africa?" 

That was good enough for Don. After holding back from doing God's will for so long, Don finally gave 
in and allowed God to have His way. It was not much longer before Don was sponsoring short-term 
mission trips into the heart of Africa—and he was leading the way! 

  



It is so important for the believer to be consumed by God's mission, to be obedient to the faith. Any other 
mission will become a lost cause. Are you willing to do God's will no matter what it is? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What practical benefits does God's grace provide for you? What is life like when these benefits of grace 
are not used? 

2.  What can any man do to earn more grace? 
3.  God has given you a mission. Do you know what it is? Are you consciously seeking to be obedient to 

your mission? 
  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(1:5) Obedience: the Scripture clearly says that God saves us for two specific purposes... 

•  to obey Him 
•  to lead other persons to obey Him—persons from all nations 

  
What God is after is for mankind to become His family: for men to freely choose to live together with Him and with all 

other believers in a perfect world. God wants mankind living together in perfect love, joy, peace, worship, praise, and 
service as the family of God. He wants men living soberly, righteously, and godly before Him. He wants men obeying 
Him as His dear children. 

Therefore, when God saves us, He saves us primarily to obey Him and to carry the glorious message of obedience to a 
rebellious and corrupt world. God calls us to obey the faith and to proclaim obedience to all the nations. 

Note several facts about obedience. 
1.  There is a massive difference between forced obedience and free obedience. 

a. Forced obedience has no choice and reveals... 
•  fear of 

rebellion 
•  lack of 

control 
•  weakness of 

purpose 

•  selfishness 
and self-
centeredness 

•  low self-
esteem 

•  no sense of 
godliness 

b. Free obedience has a choice and can choose to obey or not to obey. Therefore, free obedience reveals... 
•  love and 

trust 
•  interest and 

care 
•  a sense of 

godliness 

•  a sense of 
brotherhood 

•  strength of 
purpose and will 

•  knowledge 
of self and 
confidence in self 

2.  Scripture says the following about obedience. 
a. Obedience demonstrates several things. 

⇒ Obedience demonstrates that a person is wise. 
  

"Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him 
unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock" (Matthew 7:24). 

  
⇒ Obedience demonstrates love. 

  
"He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that 

loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him" 
(John 14:21). 

  
⇒ Obedience demonstrates that God is worthy. 

  



"Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than 
men" (Acts 5:29). 

  
⇒ Obedience demonstrates that Christ is of God. 

  
"If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 

whether I speak of myself" (John 7:17). 
  

b. Obedience assures several things. 
⇒ Obedience assures a prosperous life and success. 

  
"This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein 

day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for 
then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success" (Joshua 
1:8). 

  
⇒ Obedience assures entrance into the kingdom of heaven. 

  
"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 

but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 7:21; cp. Luke 8:21). 
  

⇒ Obedience assures the mercy of God. 
  

"And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my 
commandments" (Exodus 20:6). 

  
⇒ Obedience assures that a person is a member of God's family. 

  
"For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and 

sister, and mother" (Matthew 12:50; cp. Mark 3:35). 
  

⇒ Obedience assures being blessed. 
  

"But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it" (Luke 
11:28; cp. Deut. 11:27). 

  
⇒ Obedience assures that we know the truth. 

  
"If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 

whether I speak of myself" (John 7:17). 
  

⇒ Obedience assures the abiding presence of the Father and of Christ. 
  

"Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my 
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him" (John 
14:23). 

  
⇒ Obedience assures deliverance from enemies. 

  
"But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak; then I will be an enemy 

unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine adversaries" (Exodus 23:22). 
  

⇒ Obedience assures that God will be our God and that all things will work out for our good. 
  



"But these things commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and 
ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may 
be well unto you" (Jeremiah 7:23). 

  
⇒ Obedience assures being loved by God and by Christ. 

  
"If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my 

Father's commandments, and abide in his love" (John 15:10). 
  

⇒ Obedience assures a good and a longer life. 
  

"Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, and his commandments, which I command thee 
this day, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee, and that thou mayest 
prolong thy days upon the earth, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, for ever" (Deut. 
4:40). 

  
⇒ Obedience assures being a friend of Christ. 

  
"Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call you not 

servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends" 
(John 15:14-15). 

  
⇒ Obedience assures eating the good of the land. 

  
"If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land" (Isaiah 1:19). 

  
⇒ c. Obedience is better than sacrifice, even the sacrifice of all one has. 

  
"Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice 

of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams" 
(1 Samuel 15:22). 

"Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou 
wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: in burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin 
thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of 
me,) to do thy will, O God" (Hebrews 10:5-7). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  In what area of your life is obedience the hardest? Why? What practical steps can you take today that 
will help you be more obedient? 

2.  Why do you think God is so concerned about His people obeying Him? 
3.  Think of the difference between forced obedience and free obedience. What is God's preference for you? 

Why does your attitude make a difference to God? 
  

5.  HE ACKNOWLEDGED THE ENSLAVEMENT OF OTHERS (v. 6-7). 
  
Paul said four things about believers. 
  
1.  Believers are the called of Jesus Christ, called just as Paul was. 

⇒ Believers are called to be saved, to be "of Jesus Christ." 
  

"Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is 
one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a 
ransom for all, to be testified in due time" (1 Tim. 2:4-6). 

  
⇒ Believers are called to the mission and task of Jesus Christ. 

  



"Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I 
you" (John 20:21). 

  
2.  Believers are "beloved of God," held ever so close to His heart, counted precious and dear to Him and deeply loved. 
  

"The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: 
therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee" (Jeremiah 31:3). 

  
3.  Believers are called to be "saints." 
  

"But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; Because it is 
written, Be ye holy; for I am holy" (1 Peter 1:15-16). 

  
"Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 

saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours" 
(1 Cor. 1:2). 

  
4.  Believers are recipients of God's grace and peace (See previous note Romans 1:5). 
  

"The LORD will give strength unto his people; the LORD will bless his people with peace" (Psalm 
29:11). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
As believers, we often forget what a blessing it is to serve the Lord. What is your attitude as you serve Him? 

  
There once were two servants who lived and worked in the king's court. The competition between these 

two servants was often spirited. A day did not go by without an argument about who had the greatest right 
to serve the king. "It's my duty to serve the king by bringing him his meals" said the first servant. "After all, 
if I did not bring the king his food, he would get hungry. It is my right to serve him." The second servant 
said, "That is nothing. I cook the king's meals. If I did not cook for him, you would have nothing to serve 
him. It is my right to serve him also!" 

Overhearing their conversation was one of the king's oldest and wisest servants. Motioning for them to 
come to him, the wise servant said, "You are both wrong when you say you have a right to serve our king. 
You will learn that the more you serve the king, the less rights you can claim. To serve our king is the 
greatest of privileges; it is never a right." 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Do you ever feel all alone in your walk with the Lord? That no one else understands? What comfort can 
be gained from Romans 1:6, 7? 

2.  What kind of mission has God sent you on? Are you currently serving Him by being totally committed 
to that mission? What adjustments do you need to make in your life and your priorities today? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
Do you really know what it is like to be enslaved by Jesus Christ? Remember that you cannot have it both ways. You 

cannot be a slave of the world and a slave of Christ. Like the apostle Paul, you must... 
  

1.  Become a slave of Christ only. 
2.  Become an apostle (or messenger) of God. 
3.  Become set apart for the gospel of God. 
4.  Receive God's grace and God's mission. 
5.  Acknowledge the enslavement of others. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  



1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  

Study 2: PAUL'S INTEREST IN THE CHURCH: ENSLAVEMENT TO THE GOSPEL 
Text: Romans 1:8-15 
Aim: To understand what total commitment to the gospel means; to strive to live a life of total 

commitment. 
Memory Verse: 
"I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. So, as 

much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also" (Romans 1:14-15). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
When is the last time you took a commitment test? This test is given every time you have to choose between one thing 

and another. Every day you must chose between such things as the following: 
⇒ keeping 

your promises 
o

r 
⇒ breaking 

your promises 
⇒ 

honoring your 
family 

o
r 

⇒ dishonoring 
your family 

⇒ being 
honest & 
hardworking 

o
r 

⇒ doing as 
little work as you 
can 

⇒ helping 
the poor 

o
r 

⇒ ignoring the 
needs of the poor 

⇒ boldly 
sharing the 
gospel 

o
r 

⇒ being 
ashamed of the 
gospel 

A Christian who has been transformed, truly changed by the power of the gospel, will make a passionate commitment 
to live for Christ. He will also make an unswerving commitment to share the gospel. Like many others, the apostle Paul 
was required to take the commitment test, a test which he passed with flying colors! 

  
Paul had never visited the Roman church, and he had never seen the believers at Rome; yet here he is writing to them. 

How could he best reach them and express his purpose for writing them? How could he arouse their interest to such a 
peak that they would read what he was writing and heed it? This is the subject of the present passage. Paul wanted the 
Roman believers to know his great interest in them; therefore, to the best of his ability he shared why he was writing to 
them. Simply stated, he said he was writing because he could do nothing else; he was compelled to share the gospel with 
the whole world including the capital of the world, Rome itself. In fact he was enslaved by the gospel. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  The gospel produced a great church (v.8). 
2.  The gospel subjected his spirit to God's Son (v.9). 
3.  The gospel stirred him to pray without ceasing (v.9). 
4.  The gospel stirred him to seek people personally (v.10-13). 
5.  The gospel stirred him with a deep sense of indebtedness and a readiness to reach all men (v.14-15). 

  
1.  THE GOSPEL PRODUCED A GREAT CHURCH (v. 8). 

  
The church at Rome was a great church—so great that Paul thanked God for the church "always" (Romans 1:9). The 

word always shows that the church held a very special place in Paul's heart. This is significant, for Paul had never been to 
the church. He did not know the church personally; he only knew what he had heard about it. But note: the church's 
testimony for Christ was so strong it was being talked about throughout the whole world. It had a phenomenal testimony, 



and wherever Paul traveled he heard about the strength of the church. What made the church at Rome so strong? Two 
significant things can be gleaned from Scripture. 

1.  The believers were living pure lives in the midst of an immoral, base, and unjust society. The citizens of Rome were 
known for their... 

• 
 immorality 

•  fleshliness 
• 

 drunkenness 
•  partying 
•  gluttony 
• 

 extravagance 
•  hoarding 
• 

 materialism 

•  greed 
•  selfishness 
•  license 
•  indulgence 
•  idolatry 
•  pride 
•  sin and 

wickedness 

  
Nevertheless, the believers were standing firm for Christ and living pure lives, proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ 

and the need for morality and justice among men. 
2.  The believers were serving Christ faithfully and laboring ever so diligently for the Lord. Wherever they were, at 

home or away traveling, they were sharing Christ and ministering to people—so much so that some of them were known 
by name all around the world. Paul himself apparently had run across quite a few of them as they were traveling about and 
ministering. (See Romans 16:3-16.) 

  
APPLICATION 1: 
The Roman church stands as a testimony for every church. 

1) No matter how immoral and base, polluted and corrupt a society is, we are to stand firm for Christ. 
  

"And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God" (Romans 12:2). 

  
2) No matter where we are, at home or away, on business or pleasure, we are to be witnessing and 

ministering for Christ. 
  

"But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth" (Acts 1:8). 

  
APPLICATION 2: 
Every church and every believer should have a strong testimony, a testimony so strong that it is talked about 

everywhere. 
  

"[Timothy] which was well reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra and Iconium" (Acts 
16:2). 

"For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet I 
would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil" (Romans 16:19). 

"For by it [faith] the elders obtained a good report" (Hebrews 11:2). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
When the gospel is lived out, it affects every member of the church. Instead of begging people to get involved 

in the mission of the church, members have a deep passion to do something for the Lord. If the gospel is not taken 
seriously, the results are obvious as noted in this story. 

  
"There is a story about four people in the church whose names were Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, 

and Nobody. 



"The church had financial responsibilities and Everybody was asked to help. Everybody was sure that 
Somebody would do it. Anybody could have done it. But you know who did it? Nobody. It ended up that 
Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have done. 

"Then the church grounds needed some work, and Somebody was asked to help. But Somebody got 
angry about that, because Anybody could have done it just as well and, after all, it was really Everybody's 
job. In the end the work was given to Nobody, and Nobody did a fine job. 

"On and on this went. Whenever work was to be done, Nobody could always be counted on. Nobody 
visited the sick. Nobody gave liberally. Nobody shared his faith. In short, Nobody was a faithful member. 

"Finally the day came when Somebody left the church and took Anybody and Everybody with him. 
Guess who was left. Nobody!"   

  
Are you working to make your church great? Or are you leaving it up to everybody else? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What would it be like to belong to a local church that was well known? Known far and wide? What 
would be your ministry, your service, if you were a member of this kind of church? 

2.  You live in an immoral culture just like the first believers of Rome. How hard is it for you to stand up 
for the gospel? What challenges do you regularly face? 

3.  Is it easy or difficult for you to share the gospel with others? How can you have a more effective 
witness? 

  
2.  THE GOSPEL SUBJECTED HIS SPIRIT TO GOD'S SON (v. 9). 

  
Every man should subject, submit, or yield his spirit to God's Son. Why? Because of the gospel, the glorious salvation 

that is in Christ Jesus: the deliverance from sin, death, and hell. When a person considers that he is enslaved by sin and 
that he is actually going to die and have to give an account to God, he is most foolish... 

•  not to accept the salvation that is in God's Son 
•  not to subject his spirit to God's Son 
•  not to serve in the gospel of God's Son 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What is the greatest challenge a believer faces when yielding his spirit to Christ? What motivated you to 
submit your spirit to Christ? What did you gain from doing this? 

2.  Given the difference between being enslaved by sin and being enslaved by Christ, why do so many 
people choose to continue in sin? 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(1:9) Serve: labor of hire, service that is bought. Paul says, "I serve with my spirit in the gospel of His Son." Note three 

points. 
1.  The believer's labor and service are bought and paid for by the precious blood of Christ. 
  

"What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God's" (1 Cor. 6:19-20). 

  
2.  The believer owes his labor and service to the Lord. Once he has surrendered to the gospel, he has no choice. He is 

to diligently serve and work for Christ. 
  

"Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ" (Galatians 6:2). 
  
3.  The believer is to serve God in his spirit and in his body. The spirit controls the body. What the spirit does, the body 

does. Therefore, if the believer is serving God in spirit, he is serving God in body. If a man's spirit is right, then his body 
will be right. For example, a man may feel bad; he may be down, depressed, and oppressed; but if his spirit is strong, he 
arises and conquers his feelings. He controls and overcomes the oppressing circumstances, and he lives a victorious day. 
But if his spirit is weak—whether at work or at play—he often wallows around in self-pity, grumbling and griping, and 



living a defeated day. And too often the day stretches into weeks and months until a person's life is down more than it is 
up—all because the spirit is too weak to conquer. 

  
APPLICATION: 
The point is this: the believer is to serve God in his spirit and in his body. He is... 

•  to keep his spirit strong 
•  to conquer his emotions 
•  to overcome his weaknesses, the ups and downs of his body  

  
When a believer does this, then he can serve God to the fullest extent possible. 

  
"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect, will of God" (Romans 12:1-2). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  As a believer, what right does Christ have to require you to serve Him? 
2.  How willing are you to serve Christ? 

⇒ When I find it convenient within my personal schedule. 
⇒ When it seems to be the popular thing to do. 
⇒ When it does not cost me anything. 
⇒ Anytime, anyplace, anywhere. 

3.  How strong is your testimony in your local church? How strong is your testimony where you work? 
What can you do to strengthen your testimony in both of these places? 

  
3.  THE GOSPEL STIRRED HIM TO PRAY WITHOUT CEASING (v. 9) 

  
Paul was a man of intercessory prayer, a man who always prayed for others. Note two points. 
1.  Paul called upon God to bear witness that he prayed. He did not... 

•  just talk about praying 
•  just tell people he was praying for them as a courtesy 
•  just pretend to pray 
•  just spend a few minutes in a religious exercise of prayer 

  
Paul really prayed; he took time to ask God to strengthen and help others. (See Ephes. 3:14-21 below for the specifics 

of what Paul prayed. Also see Matthew 6:9-13 below for what Christ tells us to pray daily. These two passages taken 
together tell us what we should be praying every day, both for ourselves and for others.) 

  
"For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole family in 

heaven and earth is named, That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened 
with might by his Spirit in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being 
rooted and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled 
with all the fulness of God. Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen" (Ephes. 3:14-21). 

"After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen" (Matthew 6:9-13). 

  
2.  Paul even prayed for believers and churches whom he did not know. Remember he knew only a few of the believers 

in the Roman church; he had never met most of them. They were totally unfamiliar and unknown to him; yet he prayed for 
the church. 

  



APPLICATION: 
Scripture is strong in its charge to us. We are to pray constantly and we are to pray for all believers throughout 

the world. Our prayers are not to be limited to a few minutes each day nor to our loved ones and close friends. 
  

"Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face continually" (1 Chron. 16:11). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
How many of you tend to worry first or to act first or to give up hope before you think to pray? Each believer is 

charged by God to pray: to pray before, during, and after. We are to pray morning, noon, and night. We are always 
to pray. 

  
"While very ill, John Knox, the founder of the Presbyterian Church in Scotland, called to his wife and 

said, 'Read me that Scripture where I first cast my anchor.' After he listened to the beautiful prayer of Jesus 
recorded in John 17, he seemed to forget his weakness. He began to pray, interceding earnestly for his 
fellowmen. He prayed for the ungodly who had thus far rejected the Gospel. He pleaded in behalf of people 
who had been recently converted. And he requested protection for the Lord's servants, many of whom were 
facing persecution. As Knox prayed, his spirit went Home to be with the Lord. The man of whom Queen 
Mary had said, 'I fear his prayers more than I do the armies of my enemies,' ministered through prayer 
until the moment of his death."   

  
Does Satan, your greatest enemy, fear your prayers? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How important do you consider prayer to be? Does your prayer life back up your belief in prayer? Or 
are you too busy to spend time praying? How much time do you honestly spend in prayer each day? 

2.  What habits have you developed that have enhanced your prayer life? What can you do to bring growth 
to your prayer life? 

  
4.  THE GOSPEL STIRRED HIM TO SEEK PEOPLE PERSONALLY (v. 10-13). 

  
Paul did not leave the ministry and the sharing of the gospel up to others. He became personally involved, so much so 

that he begged God to give him opportunity after opportunity—even to the point of letting him travel to the capital of the 
world itself to share Christ with its citizens. Note how deeply he was stirred: he made a request—if by any means, now at 
last—that he might be allowed to preach the gospel at Rome. 

The point is forceful: Paul was stirred to seek people, for he longed to reach people for Christ. 
1.  Paul wished to impart some spiritual gift to the believers. Why? So they might be more deeply established in the 

faith. The term spiritual gift (charisma) means a gift of grace. The term often refers to specific gifts given by the Holy 
Spirit (Romans 12:6-8), but here it means the truths of the grace of God, of His spiritual blessings to man revealed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Very simply, Paul longed to share the truths of the gospel with the believers at Rome. God's 
spiritual blessings were overflowing in his heart, and he was aching to share the gift of God's blessings. 

  
APPLICATION: 
What an indictment against us! How many of us are so full of the gospel that we are aching to share it? How 

many of us even know the gospel that well, know God's gifts and blessings well enough to be overflowing with 
them? 

  
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 

blessings in heavenly places in Christ" (Ephes. 1:3). 
  
Note that God's spiritual gift establishes the believer. The word established means to fix, set, make fast, strengthen. 

Note the descriptive picture behind each word. 
2.  Paul wished to be comforted or encouraged together with other believers. The word comforted means to be 

strengthened and consoled together. Paul expected to be taught and strengthened by the believers as well as to teach and to 
strengthen them. There was to be a mutual sharing among all. Paul expected all believers to be actively sharing the gospel. 
He even expected them to share with him so that he might grow and be more firmly rooted in the faith. 

  



APPLICATION: 
How many believers are actively grounded enough in the faith to share with Paul? What an indictment! Yet the 

expectation is that we are to be deeply rooted, continuously studying the Word and learning. How much we need 
to awaken and arise from our slumber. 

  
"Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding 

therein with thanksgiving" (Col. 2:7). 
  
3.  Paul wished to bear fruit among them (see John 15:1-8). Paul wished to bear the fruit of... 

•  converts (Romans 1:13) 
•  righteousness (Romans 6:21-23) 
•  Christian character, the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) 

  
Note Paul's worldwide vision. He wished to bear fruit among the citizens of Rome as well as "among other Gentiles."  
  

APPLICATION: 
How desperately God needs men, women, boys and girls with a worldwide vision! 

  
"Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up 

your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest" (John 4:35). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  It is far easier to give money to fund evangelism and allow others to do the work than it is to get 

personally involved in the lives of the lost. How can you know exactly what part God wants you to play in 
reaching the lost? 

2.  What benefits can you gain from sharing the blessings in your life with other believers? What do others 
gain if you do this? 

3.  Being a Christian believer involves both giving and receiving. Who does God use in your life to comfort 
and strengthen you? In whose life are you being used by God? 

  
5.  THE GOSPEL STIRRED HIM WITH A DEEP SENSE OF INDEBTEDNESS AND A READINESS TO 

REACH ALL MEN (v. 14-15). 
  
Note two points. 
1.  The word debtor means to owe, to be obligated, to be bound by duty. The Greek is impossible to translate into 

English, for two ideas are being expressed by Paul. He was a debtor... 
•  because Christ had done so much for him (saved him). 
•  because Christ had called him to preach (given him a task to do). 

  
The indebtedness was deeply felt by Paul. The idea is that it was intense, unwavering, relentless, powerful. The sense 

of debt just would not let Paul go. He was compelled to preach the gospel; therefore, he could do nothing else. He was 
obligated and duty-bound to preach it. He actually felt that he owed the gospel to the world; therefore, if he kept quiet, it 
would be worse than knowing the cure for the most terrible disease of history and refusing to share it. 

Note how Paul declared his indebtedness to the whole world. He made a contrast between the Greeks and the 
Barbarians. He meant that he owed the gospel to all nationalities and cultures, to all the peoples of the earth whether 
civilized or uncivilized, industrialized or primitive, rich or poor. (The Greeks considered everyone a barbarian who did 
not speak the Greek language and adopt Greek culture.) He made a contrast between the wise and the unwise. He meant 
that he owed the gospel to the educated and the uneducated, the learned and the unlearned, the motivated and the 
unmotivated, the seeking and the complacent. 

  
APPLICATION: 
If you knew someone who had cancer and you had access to the cure, you wouldn't hesitate to tell the person 

about the cure, would you? Although the cure would only be as long-lasting as life on this earth, you would feel 
indebted to tell the individual. Likewise, Paul sensed a deep indebtedness to share the glorious news of salvation 
with the world. The answer to eternal life is now known and must be proclaimed to the whole world. To keep the 
message to yourself is the most inexcusable and criminal act in all of human history. The glorious news that death 



has been conquered and that man can now live eternally must be proclaimed. We who know the wonderful news 
are indebted to get the news out to the world. 

  
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 
  
2.  The word ready means an urgent willingness. Paul experienced both a willingness and an urgency to preach the 

gospel. Note the words, "as much as in me is." Paul wanted to take all that was in him and pour it into people—all the 
energy and effort, all the truth and knowledge of the gospel. There was nothing that could keep him from sharing the 
gospel, not if he had a chance to share it. He allowed no hindrance to enter his life that would affect his message. He was 
possessed and obsessed with a readiness to preach the glorious message of the living Lord. 

  
"For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is 

unto me, if I preach not the gospel!" (1 Cor. 9:16). 
"And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matthew 10:7). 

  
APPLICATION: 
How quickly and easily we share the unimportant things of life with friends, neighbors, loved ones, even with 

strangers! If you have discovered a great new restaurant, heard the outcome of an exciting ballgame, read a good 
book, seen a good movie, shopped in a great store, or met a fascinating new friend, you cannot wait to pick up the 
phone, write a letter, or even drop what you are doing to inform someone of your 'good news.' Yet all these things 
are passing fads or fancies. None of them have a lasting impact on people's lives. How much more should we as 
believers be excited about spreading the good news of the gospel! When you think of the value of the gospel, you 
should feel an urgency and willingness to share the good news with everyone you know and meet. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  As a believer, you are a debtor to Christ and also a debtor to the world. Why is this so? 
2.  As a debtor, what is your obligation to Christ and the world? If you do not feel indebted, what element is 

missing in your life? 
3.  Do you exclude some people from hearing the gospel, exclude them because of their status, culture, 

color, or education? 
4.  What is the key to having an "urgent willingness" to make the gospel known? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
How committed are you to share the gospel of Jesus Christ? Do you have a passion to share Christ, the same passion 

God gave the apostle Paul? The only way to have this passion is to be enslaved by the gospel. What does the gospel do in 
your life as a believer? 

  
1.  The gospel produces a great church. 
2.  The gospel subjects their spirit to God's Son. 
3.  The gospel stirs them to pray without ceasing. 
4.  The gospel stirs them to seek people personally. 
5.  The gospel stirs them with a deep sense of indebtedness and a readiness to reach all men. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  



 
Study 3: PAUL'S BOLDNESS FOR CHRIST: UNASHAMEDNESS OF THE GOSPEL 
Text: Romans 1:16-17 
Aim: To fully share the gospel without any shame or embarrassment. 
Memory Verse: 
"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one 

that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek" (Romans 1:16). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
How open are you with your Christian faith?  Are you the same in public as you are in private?  Many believers find it 

awkward to share their faith in public places—to really share what is in their heart.  Careful not to offend, they choose to 
say nothing about the gospel.  Every day in the world people miss opportunities... 

•  to share Christ at their workplace 
•  to share Christ with their neighbors 
•  to share Christ with friends and family 
•  to share Christ with perfect strangers 

  
How can this be?  How is it that people who love Jesus Christ can come up empty-handed when it comes to leading the 

lost to Christ? Donald McGavran, one of the greatest experts on world missions, says: 
  

"The world has more winnable people than ever before...but it is possible to come out of a ripe field empty-
handed."   

  
What is the key to leading people to Christ?  The key is being able to share the gospel without any shame or 

embarrassment.  All over the world God is raising up men and women who are not ashamed of the gospel.  Like the 
Apostle Paul, these believers are convinced of the gospel's power to save the most unlikely of characters...including 
themselves. 

  
These two verses contain one of the greatest summaries of the gospel ever written. It is a clear declaration of God's 

power to save all who believe, no matter their nationality or condition. It is a clear explanation of why Paul was never 
ashamed of the gospel. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  It is the good news from God Himself (v.16). 
2.  It is the power of God to save (v.16). 
3.  It is the revelation of God's righteousness (v.17). 

  
1.  IT IS THE "GOOD NEWS" FROM GOD HIMSELF (v. 16). 

  
The gospel is the news that God has given to the world and wants proclaimed to the world. The fact that the gospel had 

been given by God Himself made Paul unashamed of the gospel. No man should ever be ashamed of anything concerning 
the Sovereign Majesty of the universe. (See note— Romans 1:1-4 for discussion.) However, Paul had every reason to be 
ashamed. 

1.  Paul's day was a day of moral degeneracy, the hideous days of Nero. Rome was a moral sewer, a cesspool of 
detestable and inconceivable wickedness. Such a day stood diametrically opposed to the moral righteousness of the 
gospel. 

2.  Paul was by nationality a Jew, a race that was thought by many of that day to be a despicable sub-human race, 
worthy only to be cursed, ill-used, and enslaved. Naturally, Paul would be apprehensive among non-Jews. In the flesh he 
would be tempted to shy away from them. 

3.  The gospel Paul preached was almost unbelievable. A male member of the despicable Jewish race was said to be 
the Savior of the world, and not only was He said to be a Jew, He was said to be a mere man like all other men. But not 
only that, His death was said to be different from the death of other men. He was said to have died "for all other men," that 
is, in their place, as a substitute for them. And then to top it all, He was said to have risen from the dead. His resurrection 
was said to be the proof that He was the very Son of God. Such unbelievable claims made the gospel a contemptible thing 
in the minds of many. A natural man would shrink from making such phenomenal claims. 



4.  Paul was often rejected, not by just a few persons, but by whole communities. The authorities imprisoned him in 
Philippi (Acts 16:19-23). The religionists ran him out of Thessalonica and threatened his life in Berea (Acts 17:5-15). The 
intellectuals laughed him out of Athens (Acts 17:32; cp. Acts 17:16-32). His message was considered foolishness to the 
intellectuals (the Greeks) and a stumbling block to his own people (the Jews). There were several times in Paul's life when 
he could have given up in shame and fled to some part of the earth to begin life all over again. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Many people are ashamed of the gospel. They are ashamed because they fear ridicule, rejection, and loss of 

recognition, position, and livelihood. They fear two things in particular. 
1) There is the fear of intellectual shame. This is the fear that the gospel does not measure up intellectually. 

It is judged not to be for the scholar or philosopher. Note: this feeling is common to those who do not 
understand the philosophy of the gospel. No greater philosophy exists; no greater reasoning has ever been 
worked through. A man holds either to the philosophy and thought of the world, or to the philosophy and 
thought of God's Son, the gospel of Jesus Christ and His redemption. There is no question which philosophy 
and intellectual thought is greater. 

  
"The foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men" 

(1 Cor. 1:25; cp. Romans 1:18-31). 
  

2) There is the fear of social shame. Many fear if they accept and proclaim the gospel, they will be... 
•  ridiculed and mocked 
•  rejected and ignored 
•  passed over and cut off 
•  left without job and 

livelihood 
•  left without family and 

friends 
•  abused and killed 

  
"The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe" 

(Proverbs 29:25). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
The unbeliever considers you to be a fool if you believe the gospel.  The Bible clearly states that those who 

reject the gospel are the foolish ones. 
  

"Dwight Moody was preaching when someone passed a note to him through the usher.  It had only one 
word: 'Fool.'  Moody looked at it and said, 'I've often received notes that weren't signed.  This is the first 
time I've received a note that someone forgot to write, but signed.'"   

  
Do not be intimidated by people who speak or write in ignorance or denial.  Remember: you have the truth on 

your side. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  The gospel of Jesus Christ is not just Good News; it is the best news!  Why are some believers ashamed 

of sharing the Good News? 
2.  How hard is it for you to take a stand for morality?  What difference can a believer make in a culture 

that is wicked? 
3.  Do you ever feel like a social outcast because of your Christian beliefs?  What encouragement can you 

find from God's Word that will help you overcome this challenge? 
4.  Many people take rejection personally when their presentation of the gospel is not received by the 

lost.  What does God want you to do when someone rejects the gospel you have shared? 
  

2.  IT IS THE POWER OF GOD TO SAVE (v. 16). 
  
Note four significant facts. 



1.  The word power means the might, energy, force, and strength that is within God. The power is "of God," of His 
very nature. As God, He is the embodiment of power; He possesses all power, that is, omnipotent power, within His 
Being. He can do and act as He chooses. 

The point is this: God has chosen to use His power in a loving way by sending men the "good news," the gospel of 
salvation. Being all powerful, God could wipe men off the face of the earth, but instead He has chosen to give men the 
good news of salvation. This tells us a critical truth: God's nature is love. He is full of compassion and grace. He is the 
God of salvation; therefore, He sent the "gospel of Christ" to the world that men might be saved. 

2.  The word salvation must be understood and grasped by every person upon earth. The hope of the world is God's 
salvation (see A CLOSER LOOK—Romans 1:16 for discussion). 

3.  God saves all who believe. Belief is the one condition for salvation, but we must always remember that a person 
who really believes commits himself to what he believes. If a man does not commit himself, he does not really believe. 
God saves the person who believes, that is, who really commits his life to the gospel of Christ (see Romans 10:16-17; 
John 2:24). 

4.  God saves all nationalities, both Jew and Greek. Note the word "first." This does not mean favoritism, but first in 
time. God does not have favorites, favoring the Jew over the Gentile. It simply means the gospel was to be carried to the 
Jew first. They had been the channel through whom God had sent His Word and His prophets and eventually His Son into 
the world. Therefore, they were to be reached first; then the gospel was to be carried to the Greeks, that is, to all 
nationalities. The point is twofold. 

a. The gospel is God's power, and it can reach any nationality and any person, no matter who they are. 
b. No one is to be exempt from the gospel.  

⇒ No messenger is to exempt anyone from the gospel. 
⇒ No person is to exempt himself from the gospel. The gospel is for everyone, no matter his race, 

color, condition, circumstance, or depravity. 
  

"And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let 
him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely" (Rev. 
22:17). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  God has chosen to use His Almighty power for good not evil.  How should this make you feel?  How 
can you use this fact to help you share the gospel with others? 

2.  What is the key to making the power of God a part of your life? 
3.  God has offered His salvation to all who believe.  As you look at your own circle of influence, who 

presents the greatest challenge for you to lead to Christ?  Is it a family member, a friend, a neighbor?  In what 
way can God use you to bring them to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ? 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(1:16) Salvation: means deliverance, made whole, preservation. From what does man need to be saved and delivered 

and preserved? Scripture paints five descriptive pictures of salvation, showing man's great need. 
1.  Salvation means deliverance from being lost. Man is pictured as wandering about in the forest of life trying to go 

someplace, but unable to find his way. He is lost, and if he continues to stumble about through the forest of life, the 
underbrush and thorns of the forest will sap his strength and prick him to the point that he lies down and dies. His only 
hope is for someone to notice that he is lost and to begin seeking for him. This is where the glorious gospel of salvation 
comes in. God sees that man is lost and He sends His Son to seek and to save man. 

Salvation means that Christ... 
•  seeks and saves man from his lost condition. 
•  sets man on the right road that leads him to eternal life. 

  
"For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost. How think ye? if a man have an 

hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth 
into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray?" (Matthew 18:11-12; cp. Luke 15:4). 

  
2.  Salvation means deliverance from sin. It means deliverance from mistakes, from corrupt ideas and thoughts, from 

moral impurity and from a crooked and perverse generation. Sin is like... 
•  an infection, a disease for which man has no cure. 



•  a master that enslaves and will not let go. 
•  a crooked and perverse world that man cannot straighten out. 

  
Man's only hope is for someone to discover a cure, someone with the intelligence and power to do it. This is where 

God steps in with His glorious salvation. God knows all about man's infection and enslavement by sin, all about his 
crooked and perverse world; so He sends His Son to save man, to cure him and liberate him and straighten out his world. 
Salvation means that Christ saves man from the terrible tyranny of sin, from... 

•  the infection of sin. 
•  the enslavement of sin. 
•  the crooked and perverse world of sin. 

  
Salvation also does something else. It frees man from the pricking and burden of guilt and shame, and it plants within 

man's soul a deep sense of health and peace with God. 
  

"Thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins" (Matthew 1:21). 
  
3.  Salvation means deliverance in the future from all evil and corruption: from aging and wasting away, deterioration 

and decay, death and hell. It is the complete redemption of man's spirit and body at the end of the world. It is salvation 
from the wrath of God—salvation that saves a man from being separated from God eternally. It is the life and exaltation 
which believers will receive at the final triumph of Jesus Christ. It is the salvation that will keep a man safe and preserve 
him both in time and eternity. 

Man and his world are pictured as having a seed of corruption within their very nature, a seed of corruption that eats 
away, causing them to... 

•  age and waste away 
•  deteriorate and decay 
•  suffer and die 

  
Again, man is hopeless. He cannot stop himself and his world from death and destruction, but God can. God can save 

both man and his world; God can deliver them from the terrible fate of death and destruction. This is the message of 
salvation. God loves man and his world and wants to save them, so He sent His Son into the world to save them. Salvation 
is... 

•  the complete redemption of man's body and soul in the future: a redemption that saves man from the 
process of aging and wasting away, deteriorating and decaying, dying and being condemned to hell. 

•  the perfect deliverance from the wrath of God: a salvation that saves man from being separated from God 
eternally. 

•  the gift of life and exaltation: a salvation that will be given to believers at the final triumph of Jesus 
Christ. 

•  the presence of perfect assurance: a salvation of security and preservation both in time and eternity. 
  

"We ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
body. For we are saved by hope" (Romans 8:23-24). 

  
4.  Salvation means deliverance from enemies and dangers. Man is pictured as walking in a world lurking with many 

enemies and countless dangers. Man has to confront all kinds of enemies and dangers that attack both his body and soul, 
his mind and spirit. He faces all kinds of problems and difficulties, trials and temptations. No matter how much he may 
long for peace and security, he is forced to combat... 

•  a hostile environment 
•  a savage world of nature 
•  an unknown universe 
•  an uncertain future 
•  unregulated urges 
•  inevitable aging and dying 
•  a lust for more and more (possessions, 

fame, wealth, power) 
•  an evil pride and ego 



•  greed and covetousness 
•  unpreventable accidents 
•  dreadful diseases 

  
Man is seen as helpless in overcoming all the enemies and dangers that lurk in the shadows of this world. But God is 

not helpless—God can save man; He can gloriously deliver man as he journeys along the road of life. This is exactly what 
salvation means. God delivers man from the enemies and dangers that war against him. But note the next paragraph, a 
crucial point. 

  
Salvation does not mean that God delivers man from experiencing difficulty and danger, not in this present world. God 

does not give a life free from the nature and circumstances of this world. What salvation does is deliver one through the 
difficulties and dangers of life. 

  
Salvation means that... 

•  God gives security and peace of soul, no matter what happens. 
•  God gives safety independent of circumstances and environment. 
•  God gives inward strength and courage to bear the onslaught and attacks of danger. 

  
"And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish. And he saith 

unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the 
sea; and there was a great calm. But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that 
even the winds and the sea obey him!" (Matthew 8:25-27). 

  
5.  Salvation means to make well, to heal, to restore to health, to make whole both physically and mentally. Man is 

pictured as a suffering creature, a creature who... 
•  gets sick 
•  becomes diseased 
•  has accidents 
•  wears out from aging 
•  suffers infirmities 
•  struggles against deformities 

  
Salvation declares that Christ is concerned with man's suffering. Christ saves and delivers man, rescues and restores 

man in body as well as in spirit. He takes a man who suffers and makes him whole. 
  

"And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came behind him, and 
touched the hem of his garment: for she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole. 
But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath 
made thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour" (Matthew 9:20-22). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  If an unbeliever asks you what it means to be saved, what can you tell him? 
2.  Salvation means deliverance from being lost.  How does a lost sinner come to realize he is lost?  What 

does it mean, in very practical words, to be lost? 
3.  Salvation means deliverance from sin.  In today's culture, the word sin is an offensive term.  Words like 

"mistake," "error," "poor choice," or "oversight" have replaced the use of sin.  But sin is still sin.  What is the 
world's solution for sin?  What is God's solution for sin? 

4.  Believers and unbelievers are all aging and dying every day.  How can you explain what difference 
salvation makes in that process?  What hope can you offer a believer who has struggled with destructive 
addictions? (like drugs, alcohol, immorality, etc.) 

5.  God does not promise to save you from trials and troubles, but through them.  What does this 
mean?  Have you experienced such deliverance? 

6.  How concerned do you think God is when His people are suffering?  Does God physically heal every 
believer who asks?  Why or why not?  Which is more important—physical deliverance or eternal 
deliverance?   

  



3.  IT IS THE REVELATION OF GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS (v. 17). 
  
Note two points. 
1.  Man has a serious problem—that of thinking he is righteous. The problem is easily seen by picturing the following:  

⇒ Man thinks he is good enough and that he does enough good to be acceptable to God. 
⇒ Man thinks he is righteous and that he walks righteously enough to be acceptable to God. 

  
However, there is one problem with man's thinking: man is not perfect. But God is perfect, and He is perfectly 

righteous. Therefore, He cannot allow an unrighteous and imperfect being to live in His presence, not even man. Man just 
cannot live with God, not in his imperfect and unrighteous condition, for he would pollute the perfect world of God, the 
very ground and atmosphere and nature of heaven, of the spiritual world and dimension. 

The only way man can live with God is to be made righteous, perfectly righteous. How can man be made perfectly 
righteous? The gospel gives the answer. The gospel is the revelation of God's righteousness and reveals how man can be 
made righteous and reconciled to God. (See note, Righteousness— Romans 3:21-22. This notes should be read for a clear 
understanding of what Scripture means by righteousness and justification.) 

  
"For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and 

Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 5:20). 
  
2.  The answer to man's problem is faith. When a person believes the gospel—really believes that Christ saves him—

God takes that person's faith and counts it for righteousness. The person is not righteous; he is still imperfect, still 
corruptible, and still short of God's glory as a sinful human being. But he does believe that Jesus Christ saves him. Such 
belief honors God's Son, and because of that, God accepts and counts that person's faith as righteousness. Therefore, he 
becomes acceptable to God. This is justification; this is what is meant by being justified before God. 

But note a most critical point: a person must continue to believe. A person must continue to live by faith from the very 
first moment of belief to the last moment of life on this earth, for it is his faith that God takes and counts as righteousness. 

What is meant by the two statements... 
• "from faith to faith," 
•  and, "the just shall live by faith"? 

  
Very simply, the whole life of the believer is to be a life of faith, from beginning faith to ending faith, from faith to 

faith. Therefore, the righteousness of God is revealed continuously through all of life, from the beginning of a person's 
faith to the ending of a person's faith. As Scripture says: 

  
"And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law 

of Moses" (Acts 13:39). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
What a great promise for the Christian believer: God takes your faith and counts it as righteousness.  It is not 

made possible because of your righteousness or your power or your being good enough.  The believer is counted 
as righteous because of the righteousness of God.  Belief comes a whole lot easier when you keep your eyes upon 
Him and not upon yourself. 

  
"While an English farmer was walking through his field one day with a friend, he suddenly remarked, 

'You know, I was saved by my good looks.'  He explained that he had attended a gospel meeting where he 
heard an evangelist preach on Isaiah 45:22.  The farmer said, 'He pictured Jesus on the cross in a general 
way as the divine substitute bearing the sin of the world.  Then the preacher pointed us to Hebrews 12:2 
and told us to look again unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who saves to the uttermost 
(Hebrews 7:25) all that come to Him.  He said that everyone has to accept this personally.  When I saw the 
Lord in this way, I received Him as MY Savior.'  The farmer's friend was impressed.  'Now I know what you 
mean,' he said.  'It was your good looks at Christ and His cross that resulted in your conversion.'"   

  
Is your faith causing you to continually look at Christ or do you have your eyes upon yourself? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  In what ways are men tempted to believe their own righteousness is sufficient? 



2.  When are you most tempted to trust in your own righteousness? 
3.  Can you honestly say you walk by faith, that you trust Jesus Christ to take care of you and to deliver you 

through all the trials of life day by day, that you trust Him to deliver you right up until the very day He is to 
take you into heaven?  If not, what can you do to grow in faith? 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(1:17) Justification—Faith: this verse is used three times in the new Testament. A different point is emphasized each 

time it is used. It tells how a man can be just with God (cp. Habakkuk 2:3-4). 
1. "The just shall live by faith" (Romans 1:17). Who can live by faith? Only the just. People make two claims to 

justification. The man who says "I am justified by doing the best I can" is simply saying that he expects God to excuse his 
sin. But God does not excuse sin; God forgives sin. Excusing sin is nothing more than license—allowing man to go on 
living as he wishes and always coming up short. Therefore, a man is not justified by doing the best he can—by living after 
the law. He is justified by faith, by trusting God to forgive him. Once a man has really trusted God, he is just. And the just 
then begins to live by faith. The former man, whether a legalist or a man of fleshly indulgence, has no opportunity to live 
by faith. Why? Simply because he never started the life of faith. It is the just, not the legalist or the man of sinful 
indulgence, who lives by faith. 

2. "The just shall live by faith" (Galatians 3:11). By what rule does a person live? By the principle of faith, not by the 
principle of works. The person declared just by faith shall live apart from works. The believer is saved by faith, and the 
believer lives by faith (Galatians 3:11). 

3. "The just shall live by faith" (Hebrews 10:38). By what power does a person live? By the power that is given him by 
God because of faith. The Christian believes God, believes in the promises God has made. Therefore, the believer does 
what God says. The power of faith energizes him to live a just life. Works have nothing to do with making him just nor 
with keeping him just. 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
The charge to the believer is clear and striking: do not be ashamed of the gospel.  You should never be ashamed of 

telling the Good News, of telling about the greatest story that has ever been told.  Use God's power.  Tell the lost about 
God's love.  Be bold and courageous and do not be ashamed. The gospel... 

  
1.  Is the good news from God Himself. 
2.  Is the power of God to save. 
3.  Is the revelation of God's righteousness. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  
SIN AND CONDEMNATION: THE WORLD'S NEED TO GET RIGHT WITH GOD, 1:18-3:20 

»Front Matter  »Book Intro  »Detailed Outline 
Study 1: GOD'S CASE AGAINST ALL UNGODLINESS AND UNRIGHTEOUSNESS OF MEN: 

WHY GOD SHOWS WRATH 
Text: Romans 1:18-23 
Aim: To understand why God pours out His wrath on unrighteous men. 
Memory Verse: 
"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 

who hold the truth in unrighteousness" (Romans 1:18). 
  



SECTION OVERVIEW 
  
The teaching of this whole passage can be summarized into three points. 

1.  Men who sin bring upon themselves the judgment of God, and they need God's righteousness (Romans 
1:18-2:16). 

2.  Men without the law, the heathen, are taught by nature and conscience. However, they have sinned by 
falling short of the standard of righteousness given to them (Romans 1:18-32). Similarly, the moralist and self-
righteous who have the law have sinned by falling short of their standard of righteousness, that is, the law (Romans 
2:1-3:8). 

3.  Therefore, all the world becomes guilty before God (Romans 3:19) and needs God's righteousness (Romans 
3:9-20). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
Would a loving God send someone to hell who was innocent... 

•  who has never heard the gospel? 
•  who has never seen a Bible? 
•  who has never had a missionary come to his remote village? 
•  who was born and raised in a country that closed its borders to the Christian faith? 

  
What do you think? Would a loving God do this? As you think about your answer, would God pour out His wrath on 

anyone... 
•  who has an evil, sinful heart? 
•  who was an enemy of God? 
•  who consistently ignored the truth? 
•  who has never trusted in Jesus Christ and His completed work on the Cross? 

  
The answer to all of these questions is a resounding YES! The fall of man knows no borders. Sin is not just a problem 

for men who live in a civilized hemisphere. Sin is a worldwide problem that has been a point of vulnerability for every 
man since Adam. This passage declares that mankind—every person, everywhere—is without excuse. It is time to quit 
making excuses for the circumstances of the lost; it is time for us to fully understand why God's wrath is to be feared. 

The message of this passage is perfectly clear: Why God reveals and executes wrath upon men. 
  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Men are the subjects of God's wrath (v.18). 
2.  Men reject that within them—conscience and thoughts (v.19). 
3.  Men reject that without them—the signs of creation (v.20). 
4.  Men do not honor God nor give thanks (v.21). 
5.  Men become prideful and turn away from God (v.22-23). 

  
1.  MEN ARE THE SUBJECTS OF GOD'S WRATH (v. 18). 

  
Note three points. 
1.  The wrath of God is a reality (see A CLOSER LOOK, God's Wrath—Romans 1:18 for discussion). 
2.  God's wrath is revealed from heaven. God reveals and shows wrath in four ways. (See note, God's Wrath—

Romans 1:24-32 for discussion.) 
3.  The subjects of God's wrath are twofold. God shows His wrath and becomes angry with two classes of men:  

a. Men who are ungodly and unrighteous. 
⇒ The ungodly fail to love and obey God. They are those who do not live as God lives. They are 

not like God, not holy and righteous and pure. They do not work at developing a godly nature, do not 
honor God by word or deed, do not worship and obey God as the only living and true God, do not 
reverence Him by doing what He says. On the contrary, the ungodly are those who do what they want 
when they want, who may give lip-service to God, but who ignore Him in their day-to-day lives. 

⇒ The unrighteous fail to love others. They are those who do not live with men as they should. 
They act against men: cheating, stealing, lying, abusing, enslaving, destroying, and taking advantage 
of them. 

  



The point is clear: God is angry with such men—men who are ungodly and unrighteous—men who... 
•  do not love and obey God 
•  do not love and treat others as they should 

  
b. Men who hold the truth in unrighteousness. The word hold means to hold down, suppress, repress, stifle, 

hinder. Men know the truth from three sources: 
⇒ from nature (cp. Romans 1:20) 
⇒ from reason and conscience (cp. Romans 1:18; Romans 2:15) 
⇒ from Scripture (John 5:39; 2 Tim. 3:16) 

  
Yet despite having access to the truth, they ignore, neglect, and even push the truth aside, doing all they can 

to avoid and get rid of it. Why? Because they want to live as they wish and not as God says. They want to live 
unrighteous lives, to taste and feel and see and have all the stimulating things they want. 

But note what Scripture says: they "hold the truth in unrighteousness"; that is, they know the truth while 
they go about living in unrighteousness. They are without excuse.  

  
"And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not 

the love of the truth, that they might be saved" (2 Thes. 2:10). 
  

Again the point is clear: God is angry with men... 
•  who are ungodly, who do not love and obey God 
•  who are unrighteous, who do not love and treat others as they should 
•  who hold or suppress the truth while they live ungodly and unrighteous lives 

  
"For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, 

denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good words" (Titus 2:11-14). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
The wrath of God is often ridiculed and mocked. Ridiculous statements and pictures are made such as God 

being somewhat like an old man with a gray beard who is flinging thunderbolts at so-called sinful people. Be 
assured: the wrath of God is not ridiculous: it will be the execution of justice, the straightening out of all the 
injustices ever committed by men. It will be payday, the day when every man will receive exactly what he 
deserves, nothing more and nothing less. 

  
"A little Scottish boy wouldn't eat his prunes, so his mother sent him off to bed saying, 'God is angry at 

you.' 
"Soon after the boy went to his room a violent storm broke out. Amidst flashes of lightning and peals of 

thunder, the mother looked into the boy's room, worried that he would be terrified. When she opened the 
door she found him looking out the window muttering, 'My, such a fuss to make over a few prunes.'"   

  
The wrath of God does not concern little boys who have an aversion to prunes. God stores up His wrath for 

those who curse His name; who lie, steal, and kill; who reject and rebel against Him—all who insist on living 
ungodly and unrighteous lives. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Even believers are ungodly and unrighteous at times. Does that mean God will pour His wrath out on 
us? Why or why not? 

2.  Why do ungodly and unrighteous people deserve God's wrath? 
3.  What motives cause people to suppress the truth? In what way have you attempted to ignore the truth in 

your life? 
  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  



(1:18) God's Wrath: anger, not an agitated outburst of violence. It is not the anger that quickly blazes up and just as 
quickly fades away, not the anger that arises solely from emotion. Rather, it is decisive anger. It is an anger that has arisen 
from a thoughtful decision, an anger that arises from the mind much more than from the emotions. When used of God, it 
is always an anger that is righteous and just and good. It is an anger that stands against the sin and evil, violence and 
slaughter, immorality and injustices of men. It is an anger that abhors and hates sin and evil and that dishes out a just 
revenge and equal justice. However, it is an anger that is deeply felt; in fact, it must be felt, for evil and corruption must be 
opposed and erased from the face of the earth if there is to be a "new heavens and a new earth." And God has promised a 
new heavens and a new earth where righteousness and perfection dwell forever. 

1.  There is God's anger in judgment. 
  

"But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O 
generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?" (Matthew 3:7). 

  
2.  There is God's anger with those who disobey the Lord Jesus. 
  

"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him" (John 3:36). 

  
3.  There was God's anger with Israel in the wilderness. 
  

"So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest" (Hebrews 3:11). 
  
4.  There was the anger of the Lord Jesus at man's hardness of heart. 
  

"And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their 
hearts, he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out: and his hand was restored 
whole as the other" (Mark 3:5). 

  
2.  MEN REJECT THAT WITHIN THEM: CONSCIENCE AND THOUGHTS (v. 19). 

  
Note three clearly stated facts. 

⇒ God can be known. There are some things that "may be known of God." 
⇒ These things are manifest (evident, made clear and plain) "in" men. Men know about God; they know 

some things about God within their hearts, minds, and consciences. 
⇒ How? "God has shown [made evident, clear and plain]" these things to men. 

  
Now note. 
1.  There is a great deal about God that men cannot know (Job 11:7), but there is a great deal that men can know. Men 

can know enough to be led to God. This is the whole point of this passage: men know about God, but they do not worship 
Him as God. They have a sense of God, but they suppress the sense, trying to get rid of it. 

2.  Man's inner sense, or innate awareness, and instinctive knowledge of God are strong. Man is a very capable 
creature. He has enormous power and mental capacity. Man can reason and grasp that "God is [exists] and that He 
rewards those who diligently seek Him" (Hebrews 11:6). Man can "know God" (Romans 1:19), even the "invisible things" 
of God (Romans 1:20); he can know to such a degree that he is "without excuse" (Romans 1:20). 

However, man chooses not to know God. He even chooses to take the truth that is within him and suppress it. Man 
rejects the knowledge of God that is within him. This is the first reason why God reveals and shows His wrath. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  God has given every man a conscience. In man's conscience, God reveals Himself. What causes a man 
to ignore his conscience? 

2.  Why is it impossible to know everything about God? Should you strive to know God more and more, 
despite your limitations? What benefits are there to learning more and more about God? 

3.  Do you know someone who has heard the truth but ignores it? How can you reach someone like that? 
  

3.  MEN REJECT THAT WITHOUT THEM: THE SIGNS OF CREATION (v. 20). 
  



Creation reveals God. The whole universe, its presence and its nature, declares God. However, note something often 
overlooked. Men can look at nature and see more than the simple fact that God is the great Creator. Men can see more 
than a Supreme Being behind the creation of the universe. They can see "the invisible things" of God. This means at least 
two things. 

1.  Man can see the "eternal power," the Supreme Intelligence and Force (or Energy), of God. Man can look at the 
creation of the earth and outer space, of plants and animals, of man and woman; he can look and clearly see their... 

•  bodies and structure, variety and beauty 
•  arrangement and order, purpose and laws 

  
When man looks at such things and reasons with an honest spirit, he sees clearly that the world was made by a Creator. 

But, as stated above, he sees much more. He sees that the Creator is a God of supreme... 
•  Life and Being 
•  intelligence and knowledge 
•  energy and power (the Supreme Force) 
•  purpose and meaning 
•  design and order (law) 
•  beauty and majesty 
•  glory and honor 
•  value and worth (morality) 
•  mystery (things not understood; secrets 

undiscovered) 
  
2.  Man can see the "Godhead," that is, the deity of God. When he looks at nature and reasons with an honest spirit, he 

sees clearly that the Creator is a God who... 
•  cares and provides for what He has created 
•  gives life and has interest in life 
•  regenerates, replenishes, and carries things on 
•  deserves worship and obedience (being the Creator of life and purpose, and being the Supreme Person of 

law and order demands that all his subjects serve and obey Him) 
  
Note what Scripture says: man is without excuse. The point is shocking. Man has every evidence imaginable within 

creation directing him toward God, yet man rejects the knowledge of God within creation. This is the second reason why 
God reveals and shows His wrath. Man is without excuse. Man has no defense, no answer, no reason that can justify his 
rejection of God. 

  
"Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and 

fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness" (Acts 14:17). 
"The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the people see his glory" (Psalm 97:6). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  When you look at God's creation, what do you see that reveals God? 
2.  What should your attitude be in preserving God's creation? 
3.  How can you reason with a scientist or unbeliever who attempts to explain away the facets of creation? 

  
4.  MEN DO NOT HONOR GOD NOR GIVE HIM THANKS (v. 21). 

  
Note that Paul shifted to the past tense in this verse. He was speaking of what men had done in the past; and, of course, 

men still do the same today. Two serious charges are made against men. Men can clearly know God both... 
•  within themselves: in their own thoughts, reasonings, consciences 
•  without themselves: in creation and nature, in the earth and outer space 

  
They can know that God gives them life and cares and provides for them, and that God runs everything in an orderly 

and lawful way, giving purpose and meaning to life. Men can see that God is great and good; therefore, God deserves to 
be glorified and given thanks. But men... 

•  did not glorify Him: did not worship, obey, or serve Him as God 



•  did not give thanks to Him: did not praise, magnify, or express appreciation to Him 
  
What happens when men reject God is tragic. Two severe things happen when they push God out of their minds. 
1.  Men's imaginations become vain. 

⇒ The word imaginations means thoughts, reasonings, deliberations, conclusions, speculations. 
⇒ The word vain means, empty, futile, unsuccessful, senseless, worthless. 

  
APPLICATION: 
When men push God out of their minds, their minds are void and empty of God. God is not in their thoughts. 

(Cp. Psalm 10:4.) Their minds are ready to be filled with some other god or supremacy. 
  

"And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually" (Genesis 6:5). 

  
2.  Man's "foolish heart is darkened." 

⇒ The word "foolish" means senseless, without understanding, unintelligent. 
⇒ The word "darkened" means blinded, unable to see. 

  
"They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the foundations of 

the earth are out of course" (Psalm 82:5). 
"Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth" (2 Tim. 3:7). 

  
Note a critical point. Men suffer empty imaginations and darkened hearts because they... 

•  do not glorify God 
•  do not offer thanks to God 

  
This is the third reason why God reveals and shows wrath toward men. 
  

"And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish 
man, which built his house upon the sand: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it" (Matthew 7:26-27). 

"Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin" (James 4:17). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What are the horrible consequences a person faces when he rejects God's revelation? 
2.  What are some modern-day examples of "vain imaginations"? 
3.  There are many examples in the Bible of men and women who had foolish hearts that had been 

darkened. Can you think of some? What became of them? What lessons can you glean from the error of their 
ways? 

  
5.  MEN BECOME PRIDEFUL AND TURN AWAY FROM GOD (v. 22-23). 

  
This scene is one of the greatest tragedies in all of human history, and it is repeated every time a man turns away from 

God. The scene is man rejecting God and claiming that he is... 
•  too wise to believe in God 
•  too intelligent to depend upon the fables of the Bible 
•  too capable not to look to self 
•  too resourceful not to create his own world and future 
•  too masterful not to trust his own humanistic ideas 
•  too reasonable and rational not to create his own standards and laws to control life 

But note what Scripture says: in denying God, men make two gross mistakes. 
1.  Men profess themselves to be wise, but in so doing they become fools. Why? For one simple reason. 

⇒ God does exist, and He has clearly revealed Himself both within men's thoughts and through creation. 
Therefore, when men's hearts and minds are emptied of God, men have to fill their hearts and thoughts with 
something else. They have to have some other god, some other guiding light or principle to give purpose and 
meaning and direction to their lives. They have to replace God with something else. They have to have 



something—some standard, some law, some rule, some person, some god—by which they can guide their 
lives. 

⇒ Therefore, when men dethrone and erase God from their lives, they imagine and create their own god 
within their minds. Men reason and speculate about the ultimate source of life, and whatever they come up 
with is that to which they give their lives. 

  
"Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even a marvellous 

work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their 
prudent men shall be hid" (Isaiah 29:14). 

"For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in 
their own craftiness. And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain" 
(1 Cor. 3:19-20). 

  
2.  Men exchange the incorruptible God for some corruptible idol. Note four facts. 

a. God is said to be incorruptible, which means non-decaying, imperishable, unchanging, and unaging. 
Incorruptible means that God is not subject to passing away; He is eternal. God always has been and always 
will be: God will always exist. 

b. Men swap and exchange God for "corruptible man," that is, for the image, the idea, the thought that man 
is his own god. Men swap God for humanism. They make themselves and mankind... 

•  the gods of life 
•  the masters of the world 
•  the makers of their own destiny 
•  the law-givers of their own laws 
•  the determiners of their own morality 
•  the standard by which their lives are to be governed 

  
Note that humanism makes an idol out of man and worships man as the "god" of his own destiny. This is 

usually the sin of scientific and industrialized societies—societies where a healthy and strong man, both 
mentally and physically, is essential—societies where good self-images and healthy bodies are necessary for 
the advancement of society. 

c. Men swap God for corruptible creatures. This is usually the worship followed by non-industrialized and 
non-scientific societies—societies where grotesque images of men and animals are actually constructed out of 
wood, stone, or metal.  

Now note: men create their own humanistic gods, whether mental images and thoughts or some grotesque 
image, because of pride and conceit. Men want to control their own lives, to do as they wish, to be recognized 
and honored, and to receive the credit and acknowledgment themselves. Therefore, they turn from God and 
make their own gods... 

•  in their own image 
•  as they conceive and wish their god to be 

  
This is the fourth reason why God—the only living and true God—reveals and shows his wrath toward men. 
  

"Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse; a blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the 
LORD your God, which I command you this day: and a curse, if ye will not obey the commandments of the 
LORD your God, but turn aside out of the way which I command you this day, to go after other gods, which 
ye have not known" (Deut. 11:26-28). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
The world has been contaminated by an infectious desire to enthrone men as gods of their own destiny. One 

would think that after thousands of years of failure, mankind would give up and bow its knee to Almighty God. 
How could educated, spiritually literate people wind up in such dire circumstances? Who would believe such 

insane things? Christian columnist Cal Thomas sheds light on these questions: 
  

"'The danger when men stop believing in God,' said G. K. Chesterton, 'is not that they will believe in 
nothing, but that they will believe in anything.' This summarizes the point at which our modern culture has 
arrived."   



  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What kinds of circumstances can turn a person away from God? What can you do to guard your life in 
this area? 

2.  How do you know that God exists? What proof can you offer to those who are seeking spiritual reality? 
3.  What corruptions does modern man swap in exchange of God? 
4.  Why is humanism such a strong force in the world today? What can you do, as one person, to fight 

humanism's influence in the church, the schools, the communities? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
God is love. But He is also a God of wrath. Contrary to popular opinion, God's wrath has not become too outdated for 

the cultures of today. It is important that every believer know exactly why God pours out His wrath on certain men. This 
passage teaches that... 

  
1.  Men are the subjects of God's wrath. 
2.  Men reject that within them—conscience and thoughts. 
3.  Men reject that without them—the signs of creation. 
4.  Men do not honor God nor give thanks. 
5.  Men become prideful and turn away from God. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  
 

Study 2: GOD'S CASE AGAINST ALL UNGODLINESS AND UNRIGHTEOUSNESS OF MEN: 
HOW GOD SHOWS WRATH 

Text: Romans 1:24-32 
Aim: To understand how God reveals His wrath to men. 
Memory Verse: 
"And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate 

mind, to do those things which are not convenient" (Romans 1:28). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
The wrath of God is usually a most unpopular subject—it makes people feel uncomfortable. It is far easier to talk 

about the love of God. But what kind of love would express no wrath at all the evil and injustices of the world, all the... 
• 

 holocausts 
• 

 murder 
• 

 assaults 
• 

 slavery 

•  hatred 
•  abuse 
• 

 immorality 
•  greed 

  
Just like a parent who always indulges his child without ever correcting or disciplining him, God's love not balanced 

by God's wrath is both aimless and absurd. Scripture declares that "the wrath of God is revealed from heaven" (Romans 
1:18). This particular passage discusses the four ways that God reveals and shows His wrath. Note three things. 



1.  All four ways concern judgments that come upon man. That is, the wrath of God is exercised and falls upon man 
because of his ungodliness and unrighteousness. 

2.  All four ways have to do with history, with human experience, with a moral universe. That is, God's wrath is 
revealed from heaven day by day... 

•  throughout history  
•  in man's experience  
•  within a moral universe  

3.  Three of the judgments are present judgments; they take place today in the lives of men (Romans 1:24-31). The 
fourth judgment is future and is to be the final judgment upon men (Romans 1:32). 

  
How does God reveal and execute His wrath upon man? 
  
OUTLINE: 

1.  God gave men up to do as they willed (v.24). 
2.  God gave men up to uncleanness (v.24-25). 
3.  God gave men up to vile, unnatural affections (v.26-27). 
4.  God gave men up to reprobate, depraved minds (v.28-31). 
5.  God assures final judgment: death (v.32). 

  
1.  GOD GAVE MEN UP TO DO AS THEY WILLED (v. 24). 

  
This is said three times in this passage, and each time was due to a serious sin of man (Romans 1:24, 26, 28). Man's sin 

forced God to give man up and to abandon him. The scene was terrible and frightening, for to be abandoned and left 
without God in this world leads to the worst possible life imaginable. 

There are two strong reasons why God gives man up, and each issues a loud warning to man. 
1.  Man chooses sin over God, and when he does, two things happen. 

a. Man becomes enslaved to sin. Sin actually stirs more and more sin. The more a man sins the easier it is 
for him to sin again. At first he may ponder the wisdom of committing the sin; but later on, after committing 
the sin over and over, he seldom gives the sin a second thought. Sin looks good, tastes good, and feels good. It 
is attractive and it satisfies the human flesh and urges of man. It satisfies so much that man is naturally attracted 
to it. By sinning, he steadily makes himself a slave to sin. He becomes addicted. Sin becomes the terrible 
master and subjects man to its cruel habits and enticements that are almost impossible to break. 

b. Sin always lies. This needs to be remembered. Sin entices, claiming to bring pleasure, stimulation, and 
happiness; but in reality it destroys a person's... 

• 
 body 

• 
 family 

• 
 friends 

• 
 soul 

• 
 profession 

•  mind 
•  will 
•  hope 

• 
 values 

• 
 future 

•  life 

  
A terrible tragedy that is so often forgotten is this: we are not islands unto ourselves. Our sin involves 

others; therefore, our sin destroys others—both their lives and their souls. Sin may look, taste, and feel good to 
us; but it always involves and influences others. It hurts and dooms our children, spouses, friends and society. 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
There is no such thing as a private sin. When we sin, we are not the only ones affected. Usually, our sin holds 

others back from doing God's will. Just think for a moment.  
⇒ When a person cheats on his taxes, others will lose the benefits of what that tax money was 

designated to pay for. 
⇒ When a person commits adultery, the other spouse and their children suffer deep emotional 

wounds. 
⇒ When a person spies against his own country, the security of his fellow countrymen is placed at 

risk. 



  
We are not islands unto ourselves. This humorous story illustrates how our sin entangles, how it violates others 

and keeps them from doing God's will. 
  

"In addition to being one of the most successful baseball manager[s] of his day, John J. McGraw may 
have been responsible for there being a third-base umpire. Long before he became a famous manager of 
the New York Giants, as a young third baseman with the old Baltimore Orioles the intensely competitive 
McGraw had a habit of hooking his finger in the belt of a base runner who was tagging up to score after a 
long fly ball. This trick usually slowed the runner enough so that he was thrown out at home plate. 

"Despite violent protests, McGraw got away with his ploy for some months—until one base runner 
secretly unbuckled his belt. When the runner dashed for home, he left his belt dangling from McGraw's 
finger. The need for a third-base umpire could hardly have been made clearer."   

  
It is one thing for a person to be called out at home plate because you cheated and held him back. It is a far 

more serious thing to cause someone to miss Heaven's open door because of your sin. God considers sin to be a 
very serious offense. God sees your every sin and He will call every man to task for allowing his sin to bring harm 
to others. 

  
2.  Man abandons God, actually turns away from God and gives God up. This may be called spiritual abandonment: 

man spiritually abandons God. God has given man a free will, and if a man wills to turn away from God, he can. God will 
not interfere with that choice. To do so would be to take away man's freedom. So God appeals to man spiritually, through 
mercy and love and grace, but He does not violate man's choice. To do so would be to have a coerced and mechanical 
universe. Man would become nothing but a robot, coerced to do this and that and to do it exactly as God wills. The result 
would be tragic: man would never experience love, goodness, care, concern, or feelings. Love is not love if it is coerced. It 
is mechanical and meaningless. The expression of any affection or virtue is meaningless unless it is freely given. 
Therefore, when man turns away from God, he himself makes the choice to do so, and God cannot interfere. The choice is 
man's, and man is abandoned to do exactly as he has chosen (Hosea 4:17; Ephes. 4:19). Therefore, God has no choice. He 
must... 

•  give man up 
•  let man go his own way 
•  spiritually abandon man 
•  leave man to live for that which he has chosen 

  
"So I gave them up unto their own hearts' lust: and they walked in their own counsels" (Psalm 

81:12). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Continued sin forces God to give men up to their own desires. Why is this true? How can you use this 

strong Scripture to reach someone living in sin? 
2.  How far-reaching is sin's damage to the lives of other people? 
3.  What role does man's free will play in his abandonment of God? In God's abandonment of men? 

  
2.  GOD GAVE MEN UP TO UNCLEANNESS (v. 24-25). 

  
The word uncleanness means impurity, filthiness, immorality, defilement, pollution, contamination, infection. When 

men turn from God—abandon God to live unclean and immoral lives—God leaves men. He abandons them to their 
choice. God lets men wallow around in their filthiness. Men are judged and condemned to uncleanness. 

1.  The reason men are condemned to "uncleanness" is because of the lusts "in their hearts." Their hearts are filled with 
lusts, that is, passionate cravings, desires, and urges. They long after things that displease God and that dishonor their 
bodies. God cares deeply about the human body, and he judges any person who abuses the body. 

In the Greek the lusts are said to be "in their own hearts." Sin takes place in the heart before it takes place by act. 
  

"And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. For from within, out of the heart 
of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: all these evil things come from within, and defile 
the man" (Mark 7:20-23). 



  
2.  The result of living an unclean life is idolatry. Men "changed the truth of God into a lie and worshipped and served 

the creature more than the Creator." When men live in uncleanness, they begin to serve and to give their lives to one of 
two things. 

a. They serve themselves, giving their time and energy to their own desires, pursuits, and lusts. 
b. They serve other "gods," gods that allow them to go ahead and live as they wish. They imagine what god 

is like and they worship him either in their mind or in some graven image molded by their hands. They 
conceive of a god that is... 

•  a god of 
some religion 

•  a god of 
Christianity 

•  a god of 
some part of 
nature 

•  a god of 
men 

•  a god of 
creation 

•  a god of 
goodness 

  
The point is this. Man abandons the only true and living God and lusts after uncleanness. He lusts and craves so 

much... 
•  that he creates a god in his own mind who allows him to satisfy his lust. 
•  that he rationalizes and thinks that his god understands his situation and need, and that his god will not 

judge him for his uncleanness and immorality. 
•  that he conceives of a god who will allow him to do what he wants. 
•  that he matches his god to fit his morals, letting his morals determine the kind of god he is going to 

worship. 
•  that he twists god to fit what he wants. 
•  that he allows his morals (uncleanness) to control his thoughts about God. 

  
Man serves and gives his time and energy to the god he imagines in his mind and to the idols he creates within his 

imagination and thoughts. He abandons God so that he can live the unclean life he craves. Therefore, God judges man and 
abandons man to live in his uncleanness. 

  
"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 

Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever" (1 John 2:15-17). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Describe the meaning of "uncleanness" in your own words. What drives men to desire this kind of life? 
2.  Where does all sin begin? What does this tell you about your innermost thoughts, your motives, your 

private desires? 
3.  Why is idolatry a result of having an unclean life? What idols have you struggled with in the past? How 

did you overcome their power in your life? 
  

3.  GOD GAVE MEN UP TO VILE, UNNATURAL AFFECTIONS (v. 26-27). 
  
The term vile affections means passions, dishonor, disgrace, infamy, shame, and degradation. It means passions that 

cannot be controlled or governed, that run loose and wild, no matter how much a person tries to control them. 
1.  The reason God gives men up to vile affections is because of their unnatural passion. Men continue to lust, craving 

the illegitimate and unlawful. They burn in their lust one for another. And note what Scripture is talking about: unnatural 
affection, that is, homosexuality. 

⇒ Women burn and lust and exchange the "natural use into that which is against nature." And note, it is 
against nature. 

⇒ Men burn in their "lust one toward another; men with men doing that which is shameful." 
  



Note again that the sin takes place in the heart. Men burn within, crave the sin before they commit the act. It is their 
burning, their lusting, their craving that sets them aflame to pursue the shameful act. Their hearts burn after other men, not 
after God. Therefore, they stand condemned, and God is forced to judge them. 

2.  The result of unnatural affection is a totally depraved nature. When men choose a life of "vile affections," God 
gives them up to it. It is man's choice, and since it is man's choice, God can do nothing about it. God has to give man up to 
what he chooses. He does not override man's will.  

Note a crucial fact: Scripture says men receive "in themselves that recompence [pay back, punishment] of their error." 
The judgment for homosexuality is within, not without man. If a person burns after unnatural affection, he is given over to 
his burning; he is given over to burn and crave more and more. He is judged and condemned to live in his unnatural 
passion and to feel the shame of it. He is enslaved and held in bondage to it, psychologically and physically. And the 
judgment is "meet," that is, fit, just, exactly what it should be. If men lust and burn after unnatural affection, it is only fit 
that they be given what they so passionately crave. Therefore, God judges men by giving men up to live in their vile 
affections. 

  
"That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; not in the lust 

of concupiscence [desire, lewdness], even as the Gentiles which know not God" (1 Thes. 4:4-5). 
"Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will 

judge" (Hebrews 13:4). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What happens to the man who tries to control his vile affections? 
2.  Why does God give men up to vile affections? Why is this really a loving act by God? 
3.  Why is it so difficult for a homosexual to break free from the power of homosexuality? Is there any 

hope for the homosexual? If so, what is that hope? 
4.  Why do the excuses for practicing homosexuality not measure up to the truth from God's Word? How 

would you lead a homosexual into freedom from homosexuality? 
  

4.  GOD GAVE MEN UP TO REPROBATE, DEPRAVED MINDS (v. 28-31). 
  
The term reprobate mind means a mind that is rejected, disapproved, degraded, depraved; a mind that cannot stand the 

test of judgment. 
1.  The reason God gives men up to reprobate minds is because men reject God. They know God, but they do not "like 

to retain God in their knowledge." They... 
•  do not like to approve God 
•  do not like to recognize God 
•  do not like to acknowledge God 

  
They simply do not want God to have anything to do with their lives; therefore, they push Him out of their minds. 

They ignore and refuse to accept God's presence. 
2.  The result is forcibly stated. God gives men over to reprobate minds, minds that are totally depraved. Men are 

allowed to do exactly as they choose; they are enslaved more and more in their depravity and unsuitable behavior. (See A 
CLOSER LOOK, Romans 1:29-31 for the meaning of the terrible sins listed.) 

  
"Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that 

soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap 
life everlasting" (Galatians 6:7-8). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What is an example of a reprobate mind, a depraved mind? Why do rebellious men have this kind of 
mind? 

2.  How do you think God feels when men refuse to have anything to do with Him? Is God justified when 
He gives men up to reprobate minds? Why or why not? 

3.  Sinful men arrogantly cry out for freedom. Why is this desire to be free given to them by God? 
  
A CLOSER LOOK: 



(1:20-31) Sin—Sins: for the next several pages, a list of terrible sins is given in chart form for a clear understanding. 
May God use this list to turn every believer closer to God and far away from the awful choices that break the heart of 
God. 

  
Biblical Term Definition Application/Explanation 
(1:29) 

Unrighteousness 
injustice, wrongdoing, 

evildoing, every kind of 
evil. 

⇒ It is the opposite of 
righteousness; therefore, 
it is... 

•  mistreating 
God and man, 
acting unjustly 
toward both. 

•  failing to treat 
God and man as a 
person should treat 
them. 

  
Note the words "all 

unrighteousness." It is being 
filled with unjust treatment. 
It is focusing on oneself to 
the point of making oneself 
the center of the universe... 

•  grasping after 
everything, all the 
attention and 
possessions one can 
secure. 

•  ignoring and 
abusing others to 
get all one can. 

(1:29) Fornication a broad word including 
all forms and kinds of 
immoral and sexual acts. 

⇒ It is pre-marital 
sex, adultery, and 
abnormal sex—all kinds 
of sexual vice. 

(1:29) Wickedness to be depraved, to be 
actively evil, to do 
mischief, to trouble others 
and cause harm, to be 
malicious, to be dangerous 
and destructive. 

⇒ It is malice, hatred, 
and ill-will.  

⇒ It is an active 
wickedness, a desire 
within the heart to do 
harm and to corrupt 
people.  

⇒ It is a person who 
actually pursues others to 
seduce or to injure them. 

(1:29) Covetousness 
  

a lust for more and 
more, an appetite for 
something, a love of 
possessing, a cry of "give, 
give" (2 Peter 2:14). 

⇒ It is a grasping, a 
craving for possessions, 
pleasure, power, and 
fame. Covetousness lacks 
restraint.  

⇒ It lacks the ability 
to discriminate.  

⇒ It wants to have in 
order to spend in 
pleasure and luxury. 
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Covetousness is an 
insatiable lust and 
craving of the flesh that 
cannot be satisfied.  

⇒ It is a lust and 
craving so deep that a 
person finds his 
happiness in things and 
pleasure instead of God.  

⇒ It is idolatry 
(Ephes. 5:5).  

⇒ It is an intense 
appetite for gain, a 
passion for the pleasure 
that things can bring.  

⇒ It is an active, 
aggressive, grasping 
covetousness. 

(1:29) 
Maliciousness 

malice, viciousness, ill-
will, spite, hatred. 

⇒ It means that a 
man has turned his heart 
completely over to evil. 
He... 

•  no longer has 
any good within—
none whatsoever. 

•  is full of 
viciousness and 
malice. 

•  is actively 
pursuing evil with a 
vengeance. 

(1:29) Envy jealousy, covetousness, 
ill will, rivalry. 

⇒ It is the spirit... 
•  that wants not 

only the things that 
another person has, 
but begrudges the 
fact that the person 
has them. 

•  that wants not 
only the things to 
be taken away from 
the person, but 
wants him to suffer 
through the loss of 
them. 

Every thought expresses 
grief that another person has 
something, whether honor, 
recognition, or position. 

(1:29) Murder 
  

to kill, to take the life 
of another. 

⇒ This sin is 
committed either by a 
planned murderous 
attack upon a person(s) 
or by a rash, reckless, 
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attack. Taking a life 
occurs because a person 
is... 

•  angry or bitter 
•  violent or 

uncontrolled 
•  over-

passionate 
•  selfish 
•  vengeful 
•  stealing 
•  lusting 
•  coveting 
•  rebelling 

(1:29) Debate 
  
  

strife, discord, 
contention, fighting, 
struggling, quarreling, 
dissension, wrangling. 

⇒ It means that a 
man fights against 
another person in order 
to get something: 
position, promotion, 
property, honor, 
recognition. He fights in 
a dishonest and evil way. 

(1:29) Deceit to bait, snare, mislead, 
beguile; to be crafty and 
deceitful; to mislead or to 
give a false impression by 
word, act, or influence. 

⇒ It is a man who 
connives and twists the 
truth to get his own way. 
He plots and deceives, 
doing whatever has to be 
done to get what he is 
after. 

(1:29) Malignity 
  
  

evil disposition, evil in 
nature. 

⇒ It is a spirit full of 
evil, malice, and injury; a 
character that is as evil as 
it can be. It is a person 
who always looks for the 
worst in other people, 
who always passes on the 
worst about them.  

⇒ It is the person 
who so often ruins other 
people both in reputation 
and body, in mind and 
spirit.  

⇒ It is a person so 
full of evil that he is 
always ruining others 
either by word or 
violence. 

(1:29) Whisperers secret gossipers, secret 
slanderers, backbiters, 
murmurers. 

⇒ It is a person... 
•  who whispers 

behind another 
person's back, 
chewing and tearing 
him up. 

•  who passes on 
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tales about others, 
whether true or not. 

•  who destroys 
the reputation of 
others. 

(1:30) Backbiters slanderers, liars, 
censurers. 

⇒ The word differs 
from the quiet, secret 
slanderer. 

⇒ It is a loud, open 
slanderer, a person who 
broadcasts the tale.  

⇒ Again, whether the 
tale is true or not does 
not matter. The 
backbiting slanderer 
burns within to tell the 
gossip to everyone. 

(1:30) Haters of 
God 

  
  

hating God and being 
hateful to God. 

⇒ It is a person... 
•  who dislikes 

the commandments 
and restraints of 
God. 

•  who wants 
nothing to do with 
God and His 
restrictions and 
laws. 

•  who wants the 
license to do 
exactly as he 
wishes. 

•  who wants to 
be the god of his 
own life, doing his 
own thing as he 
wishes, determining 
both what he should 
and should not do. 

(1:30) Despiteful 
  

insolent, insulting, 
spiteful, and defying. 

⇒ It is a spirit of 
spite, of attack and 
assault, verbally or 
physically.  

⇒ It is despising and 
attacking, inflicting 
injury either by word or 
act.  

⇒ It is a man who... 
•  lives his life 

as he wishes, 
ignoring both God 
and men. 

•  lives as 
though his rights 
and affairs are the 
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only rights and 
affairs which 
matter. 

•  stands toe to 
toe with both God 
and men, acting as 
though he needs 
neither. 

•  acts so 
independent in life 
that he dares God or 
men to get in his 
way. 

•  does what he 
wants when he 
wants, even if it 
hurts or destroys 
others. 

The sin of despite, of 
being insolent and insulting, 
is the spirit that hurts and 
harms others in order to do 
what one wants. 

(1:30) Proud 
  

self-exaltation, conceit, 
arrogance; being haughty; 
putting oneself above 
others and looking down 
upon others; scorn, 
contempt. 

⇒ It means... 
•  to show 

oneself 
•  to lift one's 

head above another 
•  to hold 

contempt for 
another 

•  to compare 
oneself with others 

⇒ Pride can be 
hidden in the heart as 
well as openly displayed. 
God resists the proud 
(James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5; 
Proverbs 3:24). 

(1:30) Boasters: braggards, pretenders, 
vaunters, swaggerts, 
boasters. 

⇒ It is a person 
who... 

•  boasts in what 
he has. 

•  boasts in what 
he can do. 

•  pretends to 
have what he does 
not have or pretends 
to have done what 
he has not done. 

Bragging may involve a 
job, a deal, a possession, an 
achievement—anything that 
may impress others.  
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⇒ It is a person who 

feels the need to push 
himself above others 
even if it involves 
pretension, deception, 
make believe, or lies. 

(1:30) Inventors of 
evil things 

inventors of new sins, 
of more sensational forms 
of excitement and vice. 

⇒ It is a person who 
is tired of the old forms 
of sin and who feels the 
need to seek out new 
ways and forms of vice. 

(1:30) Disobedient 
to parents 

refusing to do what 
one's parents say; 
rebelling against one's 
parents; showing 
disrespect to parents; 
rejecting parental 
instruction; dishonoring 
parental example. 

⇒ A child who 
disobeys his parents is 
wide open to all forms of 
evil. 

  

(1:31) Without 
understanding 

senseless, foolish, 
without conscience. 

⇒ It is a person 
who... 

•  ignores 
experience. 

•  will not learn 
no matter who the 
teacher is. 

•  refuses to 
heed the truth. 

•  closes his 
mind and eyes to 
the truth. 

•  rejects 
conscience. 

(1:31) 
Covenantbreakers 

  
  

breakers of promises or 
agreements, 
untrustworthy, faithless, 
treacherous, untruthful. 

⇒ It is a man who 
tragically does not keep 
his word or promise. He 
is simply untrustworthy 
and undependable. 

(1:31) Without 
natural affection 

abnormal affection and 
love, heartless, without 
human emotion or love, a 
lack of feeling for others, 
abuse of normal affection 
and love. 

  

⇒ It is a person who 
uses people; others 
become little more than 
pawns for the man's own 
use and...  

•  benefit 
•  pleasure and 

purposes 
•  excitement 

and stimulation 
⇒ Abnormal 

affection, sex and 
perversion prevail. 

(1:31) Implacable incapable of giving in, 
of being appeased or 
pacified, inflexible. 

⇒ A person is just 
unwilling to make peace 
or come to an agreement. 
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(1:31) Unmerciful without pity; unwilling 

to show mercy. 
⇒ It is a person... 

•  craving to 
have and to possess 
others regardless of 
their welfare. 

•  craving to use 
others as one wills 
regardless of hurt 
and shame. 

•  craving to 
satisfy one's own 
pleasure even if it 
means the hurt or 
death of others. 

⇒ It is an absence of 
consideration or feelings 
for others. What matters 
is one's own pleasure and 
rights, not the pleasure 
and rights of others. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What practical steps can you take to protect yourself from sin's strong pull? 
2.  Why is sin so destructive? 
3.  What is your greatest resource in helping other people pull out of sin's enslavement? 

  
5.  GOD ASSURES FINAL JUDGMENT: DEATH (v. 32). 

  
There are two reasons why men will be judged and condemned to death. 
1.  Men will be judged because they sin and take pleasure in others who sin by doing the same things (Romans 1:29-

31). Men have appetites, desires, and lusts; and they spend their lives seeking to fulfill them. The great tragedy is that they 
not only take pleasure in their own sins, but they take pleasure in the sins of others. They approve and talk about their 
selfishness and exploits and that of their friends. They focus their lives upon... 

•  extravagant 
living 

•  stylish dress 
•  wealth 
•  power 

•  position 
•  fame 
•  material 

possessions 
•  sexual affairs 

  
As a result of such selfishness, the sins listed in the Scripture tear at the world and destroy human life (Romans 1:29-

31); therefore, the judgment of God is assured. Those who commit such things and take pleasure in the sins of others shall 
die, that is, be separated from God eternally. 

  
"Ye have wearied the LORD with your words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? When ye say, 

Every one that doeth evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and he delighteth in them; or Where is the god of 
judgment?" (Malachi 2:17). 

  
2.  Men will be judged because they are without excuse: they know through an inner sense that the judgment of God is 

coming upon the world. Men sense that some higher power (God) is going to straighten out the mess in the world: that 
injustices and inequities will be brought to judgment, condemned, and punished. 

  
"For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 

6:23). 
"The soul that sinneth, it shall die" (Ezekiel 18:4). 

  



ILLUSTRATION: 
There is no mistaking God's intent in dealing with unrepentant sin. He will judge it harshly and efficiently. 

Some would conclude that God is being too harsh on sinners. This story illustrates why God is not too harsh. 
  

"A man with an axe was attacked by a vicious dog, and in defending himself had to kill the animal. The 
owner was furious and asked the man how he dared kill his dog. The man replied that if he had not killed it, 
the dog would have torn him to pieces. 'Well,' said the owner, 'why did you hit with the blade? Why didn't 
you just hit it with the handle?' 'I would have,' replied the man, 'if it had tried to bite me with its tail.'"   

  
God knows that when a sinner bares his teeth, the only thing he will respond to is God's final judgment: death! 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  God's final judgment upon sin is death. Why is this necessary? 
2.  There is a saying that misery loves company. What kind of sick comfort can a sinner gain by pulling 

others down with him? 
3.  Why are men without excuse? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
Yes, God is love. But God is also a God of wrath. The terrible sin of men will always evoke a response of wrath from a 

holy and righteous God. This Scripture is both a warning and a comfort to the believer. If you believe, truly trust in Christ, 
you can take comfort in the fact that you are covered and protected by the blood of Christ, that you are saved from the 
wrath of God. But the warning should drive every believer to pray for the unrepentant sinner. Unless the sinner repents, 
turns away from his sin, he will be lost forever. He will face God's terrible wrath. How does God reveal and execute His 
wrath upon man? 

  
1.  God gives men up to do as they will. 
2.  God gives men up to uncleanness. 
3.  God gives men up to vile, unnatural affections. 
4.  God gives men up to reprobate, depraved minds. 
5.  God assures final judgment: death. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  
ROMANS:  SECTION II 
SIN AND CONDEMNATION: THE WORLD'S NEED TO GET RIGHT WITH GOD, 1:18-3:20 

»Front Matter  »Book Intro  »Detailed Outline 
  

Study 3: GOD'S CASE AGAINST THE MORALIST: JUDGMENT 
Text: Romans 2:1-16 
Aim: To expose the hypocrisy of the moralist: being as good as you can is not good enough. 
Memory Verse: 
"Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit 

of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil 
the law of Christ" (Galatians 6:1-2). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 



Years ago, a phrase was coined that attempted to discourage people from drug abuse: Just Say No! This campaign was 
an attempt to help people look elsewhere when they were tempted... 

•  to escape from reality 
•  to feel good 
•  to experiment with their minds 
•  to go along with the crowd 
•  to project an image of themselves that was not true 
•  to push a personal life-style agenda 

  
Did people stop abusing narcotics just because someone on television said "Just Say No!"? Perhaps the campaign 

helped some. But history notes that drug abuse continues to be a curse on people. 
Unknowing to many, there have been a lot of people who have said no to drugs. These people are good people from all 

outside appearances. They obey the laws. They are the ones who write letters to the editor of the local paper, taking issue 
with the lack of morality in the community. They have the perfect family, the perfect résumé, the perfect reputation—and 
yet, they are addicted to a habit-forming narcotic. What is this narcotic? It is self-righteousness—the belief that they are 
good enough within themselves, good enough for God to accept them; the belief that God will accept them because of 
their own righteousness; the belief that God would never reject them, they are just too good, never bad enough for God to 
reject them. 

This is one of the passages that covers several subjects and can be studied from the viewpoint of any one of them. It is 
an excellent study on judging, criticizing others, the judgment of God, self-righteousness, the moralist, and the legalist. It 
also deals with the judgment of the heathen, and answers the question so often asked: "What will happen to the heathen, to 
the person who never hears about Jesus Christ?" (Romans 1:11-15). The present study is entitled: "God's Case Against the 
Moralist." 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  The moralist (v.1). 
2.  The judgment of God is according to truth: perfect justice (v.2-5). 
3.  The judgment of God is according to deeds: eternal reward or punishment (v.6-10). 
4.  The judgment of God is without respect of persons: absolute impartiality (v.11-15). 
5.  The judgment of God is to be executed by Jesus Christ and His gospel (v.16). 

  
1.  THE MORALIST (v. 1). 

  
In the eyes of Scripture, a moralist is a person who lives a moral and clean life, but he judges others because they do 

not live as he thinks they should. He is moral, upright, just, good, decent, and honorable. The moralist has strong values, 
standards, and principles. He is well disciplined and able to control his life. He lives just as everyone thinks he should. He 
knows right from wrong and he lives it. He knows how to behave and he does it. In the eyes of society he is just what a 
person should be. He is a good neighbor, an excellent worker and provider, and an ideal citizen. But note three things.  

1.  The moralist judges others. The word judge means to criticize, to find fault, to condemn. This is the terrible flaw of 
the moralist. Note: any person becomes a moralist when he sets himself up as a judge of others. Any time we judge 
another person, we are declaring that we... 

•  are living by some rule that another person is not living by 
•  are more moral than someone else 
•  are better than someone else 
•  are superior to someone else 
•  are more righteous than someone else 
•  are more acceptable to God than someone else 

  
Judging others says, "I am right, and he is not; I succeed, but he fails." Therefore... 

• "Look at me, but ignore him." 
• "Draw near to me, but shun him." 
• "Esteem me, but put him down." 
• "Approve me, but condemn him." 
• "Be my friend, but withdraw from him." 

  



Very simply, judging others raises self and lowers others, exalts self and debases others; and in the eyes of God this is 
wrong. It is sin. It is being full of self-righteousness, pride, and arrogance. It sets self up as a moralist, and it makes a 
person judgmental and critical. 

  
"Judge not, that ye be not judged" (Matthew 7:1). 
"Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he 

shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand" (Romans 14:4). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
The truth be known, there is probably a little bit of moralist in all of us. The nature of man is to put someone 

else down when the opportunity presents itself. The moralist is too quick to judge before finding out all the facts. 
  

"Several years ago a young man dressed in overalls and workshoes entered an auto dealer's showroom 
in Bodo, Norway, and inquired, 'Have you got 16 cars on hand—all the same model?' The proprietor, 
noticing the rather unkempt look of the stranger and concluding that he was poor, said gruffly, 'I've no time 
for jokes, Mister! Buzz off!' Turning on his heel, the man went directly across the street to a competitor in 
the same business. When he received considerate treatment there, he agreed to purchase an entire fleet of 
automobiles for $47,000! Later it was discovered that the crudely dressed individual was one of the 16-man 
crew from a Norwegian fishing vessel. Having caught a record quantity of herring that season, the sailors 
had decided to buy new cars; so they sent him as their representative to secure the largest possible 
discount by getting all of their vehicles from the same place. One can well imagine the dismay of the first 
salesman who lost the biggest order of the year because he miscalculated a potential customer on the basis 
of a critical first-glance appraisal."   

  
Have you ever lost out on something—a friendship, a personal relationship, a business opportunity, a compliment—

because you were too quick to judge someone else, to give someone a fair chance? 
  
2.  The moralist is inexcusable, and he condemns himself because he does the very same things. He fails just as the 

man whom he judges fails. Scripture says... 
  

"[All] temptation is common to man" (1 Cor. 10:13). 
  
In God's eyes, sin is a matter of the heart and mind, not just an act. The thought and desire makes a person just as 

guilty as the act itself. God knows that many would carry out their thoughts if they had the courage or opportunity. God 
knows the heart, the mind, and the thoughts. Sin, whether thoughts in the mind or acts in public, comes short of God's 
glory. All stand guilty before God; therefore, the moralist, the person who judges, is as guilty as the one judged. It is for 
this reason that we are not to judge, criticize, or find fault with others. 

  
"And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in 

thine own eye?" (Matthew 7:3). 
  

APPLICATION: 
This point does not mean that judicial systems of the state are wrong nor that discipline is not to be exercised 

within families, organizations, and the church. Scripture teaches that both justice and discipline are to be exercised 
by men. What Scripture means is this: we are not to go around criticizing and finding fault with each other and 
putting each other down when one of us fails. Instead we are to reach out, trying to redeem and help each other. 
Imagine what a different world this would be if all tongues were stopped! If all criticism and fault-finding ceased! 
If everyone actually reached out and tried to redeem and save those who failed! 

  
"Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the 

spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and 
so fulfil the law of Christ" (Galatians 6:1-2). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What are some typical traits of a moralist? 
2.  How does spiritual pride relate to a moralist? 



3.  Why is God more concerned about what is inside the heart of men? Why do men tend to make 
judgments only on what is seen? 

  
2.  THE JUDGMENT OF GOD IS ACCORDING TO TRUTH: PERFECT JUSTICE (v. 2-5). 

  
God's judgment will be executed in perfect justice. The word truth means true as opposed to false. It means what really 

is; what actually exists; what exactly takes place. God's judgment is perfectly just, exactly what it should be, nothing more 
and nothing less. His judgment is based upon... 

•  what really happens 
•  what the facts are 
•  what actually takes place 
•  what a person really is within his heart and what the person actually did 

  
"The Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD 

looketh on the heart" (1 Samuel 16:7). 
  
God knows the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth; therefore, He will judge according to truth. His 

judgment will be perfect, conforming exactly to our deeds. It will match our deeds perfectly. 
  
Note four points. 
1.  The moralist thinks he will escape. His offense is much greater, for he is like all other men—sinful and short of 

God's glory—yet he criticizes and judges those whose failures are discovered and exposed, and he thinks he will escape. 
He forgets that God sees the inner recesses of the human heart, and that God will judge men not only for their deeds but 
for their thoughts... 

•  for the lust of the flesh 
•  for the lust of the eyes 
•  for the pride of life (1 John 2:15-16) 

  
"Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?" (Matthew 

23:33). 
"How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by 

the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him" (Hebrews 2:3). 
  
2.  The moralist thinks God is too good to punish. When he thinks of God, he thinks of the riches of... 

•  God's goodness: His kindness and grace and love 
•  God's forbearance: His refraining, holding back, abstaining and controlling His justice 
•  God's longsuffering: His suffering a long time, being patient and slow in judging sin 

  
God, of course, is all this and much more. But what the moralist fails to see is that God's goodness... 

•  is not a blank check for sin 
•  does not give license to sin 
•  does not condone sin 
•  does not indulge sin 
•  does not overlook sin 

  
God's goodness is to lead men to repentance, not to sin. The fact that God will forgive sin should stir men to seek 

forgiveness and to please God. If a man goes out and sins, thinking that God will just overlook and forgive his sin, he is 
despising God's goodness. He is taking God's goodness and making it a sham, a mockery, a joke, a thing of indulgence. 
The man who despises God's goodness—who sins thinking God will just overlook and forgive his sin—is wrong. He is 
mistaken. God does not just overlook and forgive his sin; He does not condone, indulge, nor give license to his sin. God 
will judge him and the judgment will be according to the truth. 

  
"Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither 

fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And 



such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. 6:9-11). 

  
3.  The moralist thinks man is basically good. He thinks that man can be good enough for God to accept. He thinks 

God looks for the good in man and that within each man is enough good for God to accept. The moralist thinks that God's 
goodness accepts man's... 

•  good works 
•  good 

thoughts 
•  good 

behavior 

•  good feelings 
•  good nature 
•  good 

tendencies 

  
God, of course, is pleased with whatever good is in man. But what the moralist fails to see is that God's goodness is 

perfect. It cannot accept... 
•  any 

imperfect work 
•  any foul 

thoughts 
•  any evil 

behavior 

•  any ugly 
feelings  

•  any 
corruptible nature 

•  any sinful 
urges 

  
God can only accept perfection. No man is perfect: not in nature, thought, or behavior. Therefore, all men are 

unacceptable to God. No man is good enough to be acceptable to God, no matter how good he is. The goodness of God is 
to lead men to repentance: to turn men to God for righteousness, not to declare man's self-righteousness. The fact that 
God allows men to repent should stir men... 

•  to confess their imperfection and self-righteousness 
•  to seek God's righteousness which is in Christ Jesus the Lord 

  
APPLICATION: 
Most people think that God will accept them, that in the final analysis they are good enough for God to accept 

them. They never dream that God will reject them, not when everything is said and done. What they fail to see is 
that God's judgment is based upon truth—the truth of what a person's thoughts and motives are, of what is really 
within a person's mind and heart. God's judgment is based upon the truth of a person's imperfect nature and 
behavior. 

  
"When they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in 

their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools" (Romans 1:21-22). 

  
4.  The moralist hardens his heart against the judgment of God. He refuses to repent. He just cannot accept the fact... 

•  that he is not good enough for God to accept 
•  that God's goodness and love would ever condemn him 

  
But note the term righteous judgment, which means just, fair, impartial, correct, exact. God's judgment is a judgment 

that should be, that should and will take place. In fact, God must judge, for God is love. As love, He must straighten out 
all the injustices on earth. He must right the wrongs and correct all the injustices of men. He must judge men with a 
perfect and "righteous judgment." 

Note also the term treasurest up, which means to store up, to heap up, to lay up. The man who hardens his heart and 
refuses to repent stores up more and more wrath against himself in the day of judgment. The fact is clearly seen. Just think 
how terrible it is for a man to rebel against God's goodness. He has the glorious privilege of knowing God's goodness, of 
hearing His goodness proclaimed day by day, week by week, month by month, and year by year. Yet he despises God's 
goodness, refusing to repent and rejecting God's goodness time and time again. His rejection is bound to store up wrath 
against himself. His judgment is bound to be greater than the judgment upon a person who has never had the privilege of 
hearing about the goodness of God. 

  



"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; 
but the wrath of God abideth on him" (John 3:36). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Only God knows the absolute truth about the innermost thoughts and desires of your heart. God's 
judgment is always perfectly just: Are you satisfied that your heart is as pure and righteous as it can be? 

2.  The moralist says that man is basically good. Why is this a false concept? 
3.  Why is just being as good as you can be not the basis for eternal life? How good do you have to be in 

order to go to heaven on your own merit? 
  

3.  THE JUDGMENT OF GOD IS ACCORDING TO DEEDS: ETERNAL REWARD OR PUNISHMENT 
(v. 6-10). 

  
Everyone will either be eternally rewarded or eternally punished. No one shall be exempt; no one will escape. 
Now note: judgment is to be based upon a man's deeds or works. This does not mean that faith is not necessary. 

Contrariwise, there is no such thing as... 
•  faith without works 
•  righteous and acceptable works without faith 

  
God's works—the works that are truly of and for God, that truly please God—are the result of faith. Men believe in 

and serve and work for many different things in the world. Some believe and work... 
•  for religion 
•  for service 

organizations 
•  or social clubs 
•  for humanity 

  
What God demands is that men first believe and work for Him, reaching out to a world lost and gripped in desperate 

need. When a man truly believes God, he works for God. God is going to either reward or punish every man according to 
his works, according to what he has done with and for God. 

  
"Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have 

works: show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my works. Thou believest that 
there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that 
faith without works is dead?" (James 2:17-20). 

  
1.  There shall be the well-doer's wonderful reward. Note three things about the well-doer. 

a. Note what he seeks for: glory, honor, and immortality (see A CLOSER LOOK: on each subject—
Romans 2:7). 

b. Note how the well-doer seeks: by patient continuance. The word means to be stedfast and constant; to 
endure, persevere, stick to, and continue. The well-doer is faithful in doing good works.  

⇒ He does not just start, he finishes. 
⇒ He does not live an inconsistent, up and down life. He continues and keeps on doing good 

deeds. 
⇒ He does not give in to hardships, difficulties, or opposition. He endures and perseveres, always 

doing good. 
  

"And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not" 
(Galatians 6:9). 

  
c. Note the wonderful reward of the well-doer: eternal life. Eternal life is said to be the inheritance of a 

world of glory, honor, and peace (Romans 2:10; cp. Romans 4:13). 
2.  There shall be the evil-doer's terrible and severe judgment. The evil-doer is to be judged for three reasons. 

a. He is contentious against God (see A CLOSER LOOK—Romans 2:8). The evil-doer does not like what 
God says; therefore, he strives against it. He wrangles and wrestles, struggles and fights against God. He 
refuses to buckle under and surrender to God's will. When dealing with God, the evil-doer is contentious. 



b. He does not obey the truth. He sees and hears and knows the truth. He even knows the truth is to be done, 
but he refuses to do it. He refuses to be persuaded and refuses to believe. He rejects both Christ, the Living 
Truth, and the Word of God, the written truth. He simply goes about his own life, running and controlling it as 
he wills. He rejects and refuses to believe and to do the truth. 

c. He does unrighteousness (see A CLOSER LOOK—Romans 2:8 for discussion). 
3.  Every evil-doer is to be judged, both Jew and Gentile. No evil-doer shall escape. "Every soul of man that doeth 

evil" shall suffer, and the judgment will be severe and terrible. His judgment will involve indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish (see A CLOSER LOOK—Romans 2:8; A CLOSER LOOK—Romans 2:9 for discussion). 

  
"And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal" (Matthew 

25:46). 
  
4.  Every well-doer is to be rewarded, both Jew and Gentile. No well-doer shall be exempt or overlooked. "Every man 

that worketh good" shall receive... 
•  immortality (Romans 2:7) 
•  eternal life (Romans 2:7) 
•  glory (Romans 2:7, 10) 
•  honor (Romans 2:7, 10) 
•  peace (Romans 2:10) 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What can you do to guarantee an eternal reward for yourself? 
2.  God demands that men believe and then work for Him. What diversions distract men from working for 

God? 
3.  What causes God to judge the evil-doer? Are there areas of your life that need improvement? 
4.  What has God promised to do for the well-doer? 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
(2:7) Reward-Rewards: the following terms describe the blessings that God has promised to those who are well-

doers. 
  
Biblical Term Definition Scriptural 

Application 
(2:7) Glory It means to possess 

and to be full of perfect 
light; to dwell in perfect 
light, brilliance, splendor, 
brightness, luster, and 
magnificence with God. 

  

"Then shall the 
righteous shine forth as 
the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father. Who 
hath ears to hear, let 
him hear" (Matthew 
13:43). 

"And if children, 
then heirs; heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with 
Christ; if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we 
may be also glorified 
together" (Romans 
8:17).

(2:7) Honor ⇒ It means to be 
acknowledged, 
recognized, 
approved, accepted, 
esteemed, and exalted 
by God.  

⇒ It means to be 
privileged and 

"And he said unto 
him, Well, thou good 
servant: because thou 
hast been faithful in a 
very little, have thou 
authority over ten 
cities" (Luke 19:17). 

"If any man serve 



exalted to a position 
of responsibility and 
service for God. 

  

me, let him follow me; 
and where I am, there 
shall also my servant 
be: if any man serve me, 
him will my Father 
honour" (John 12:26). 

(2:7) Immortality 
  

⇒ It means living 
forever with God; to 
be incorruptible, 
perfected, and made 
permanent and 
eternal.  

⇒ It means to be 
free from pain and 
tears, from being 
tired and weary, from 
trials and sin, from 
defilement, 
weakness, frailty, 
sickness, suffering, 
and death.  

⇒ It means to be 
free from an 
imperfect world and 
to be placed into a 
perfect world with 
God—a world that 
lasts forever and 
ever. 

"For we know that, 
if our earthly house of 
this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a 
building of God, a house 
not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens" 
(2 Cor. 5:1). 

"And God shall wipe 
away all tears from 
their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain: 
for the former things 
are passed away" (Rev. 
21:4). 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
(2:8) Judgment; Punishment: the following terms describe the rebellious traits of the evil-doer. 
  
Biblical Term Definition Scriptural 

Application 
(2:8) Stubborn—

Contentious 
It means to strive, 

struggle, fight, quarrel, 
wrangle, argue, debate; to 
be divisive, factious, 
contentious, 
argumentative, and 
belligerent. 

  

"And might not be 
as their fathers, a 
stubborn and rebellious 
generation; a generation 
that set not their heart 
aright, and whose spirit 
was not stedfast with 
God" (Psalm 78:8). 

"If ye will not hear, 
and if ye will not lay it 
to heart, to give glory 
unto my name, saith the 
LORD of hosts, I will 
even send a curse upon 
you, and I will curse 
your blessings: yea, I 
have cursed them 
already, because ye do 
not lay it to heart" 
(Malachi 2:2). 

(2:8) Unrighteousness It means wickedness, "Be ye not unequally 



iniquity, injustice, wrong-
doing, sin, evil, 
lawlessness, a violation 
of law. 

  

yoked together with 
unbelievers: for what 
fellowship hath 
righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and 
what communion hath 
light with 
darkness?"(2 Cor. 
6:14). 

"That they all might 
be damned who 
believed not the truth, 
but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness" 
(2 Thes. 2:12). 

"If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us 
from all 
unrighteousness" 
(1 John 1:9). 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
(2:8-9) Judgment; Punishment: the following terms describe the awful judgment that God promises to pour out on 

the evil-doer. 
  
Biblical Term Definition Scriptural 

Application 
(2:8) Indignation It means anger, fury, 

rage, wrath. It is God's 
anger against sin. 

  

"Behold, the name of 
the LORD cometh from 
far, burning with his 
anger, and the burden 
thereof is heavy: his lips 
are full of indignation, 
and his tongue as a 
devouring fire" (Isaiah 
30:27). 

(2:8) Wrath It means fury, 
indignation, vengeance. It 
is God's wrath against 
sin. Thumos is an anger 
that is felt more deeply 
than the orge anger of 
God; therefore, it arises 
more quickly. Thumos 
anger is the anger that 
arises out of deep hurt; 
therefore, it bursts forth 
with terrifying judgment. 

"Let no man deceive 
you with vain words: 
for because of these 
things cometh the wrath 
of God upon the 
children of 
disobedience" (Ephes. 
5:6). 

  

(2:9) Tribulation It means distress, 
oppression, suffering, 
affliction, pressure; it 
means being pressed, put 
in some strait. 

  

"And I will bring 
distress upon men, that 
they shall walk like 
blind men, because they 
have sinned against the 
LORD: and their blood 



Biblical Term Definition Scriptural 
Application 
shall be poured out as 
dust, and their flesh as 
the dung" (Zeph. 1:17). 

(2:9) Anguish It means to be put into 
a narrow place; to be 
compressed together; to 
experience extreme pain, 
sorrow, distress, 
affliction, and calamity. 

  

"Why criest thou for 
thine affliction? thy 
sorrow is incurable for 
the multitude of thine 
iniquity: because thy 
sins were increased, I 
have done these things 
unto thee" (Jeremiah 
30:15).

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What things prevent you from glorifying God? 
2.  Think about all the people you know: Who most honors God with his or her service? What traits does he 

possess that would improve your testimony as a believer? 
3.  Why do certain men constantly strive against God? What can they possibly gain from opposing God's 

sovereign will? 
4.  God's judgment is severe for those who stand against Him. What has God promised to do to these 

people? 
  

4.  THE JUDGMENT OF GOD IS WITHOUT RESPECT OF PERSONS: ABSOLUTE IMPARTIALITY 
(v. 11-15). 

  
God's judgment will be executed with absolute impartiality, showing no favoritism whatsoever. God does not favor 

the... 
• 

 moralist 
• 

 religionist 
• 

 educated 

• 
 wealthy 

• 
 benevolent 

•  famous 

• 
 outstanding 

• 
 honorable 

  
All men stand on an equal footing before God's judgment. God loves and cares for all. Therefore, in the great day of 

judgment, all will be judged by the same rule and by the same principle. 
1.  The man who sins without the law and the man who sins in the law will both be judged. Again, sin is the basis of 

judgment. Men will be judged for sin. 
a. The man who sins without law will also perish without law. The word for law is a general word. It refers 

to the law of God in both the Scriptures and nature. Therefore, the man who does not have the law of Scripture 
does have the law of nature to guide him. If he sins against the law of nature, he will still be judged and perish. 
He had the opportunity to know through nature itself (see outline—  Romans 1:19 and notes— Romans 1:19; 
Romans 1:20 for more discussion). 

b. The man who sins in the law will be judged by the law. His judgment, of course, will be greater, for he 
had every privilege and opportunity imaginable. 

  
"For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich 

unto all that call upon him" (Romans 10:12). 
  
2.  The doers and not the hearers of the law will be justified. It is not enough just to have the law or the Word of God; 

it is not enough... 
•  to hear and see it 
•  to understand and know 

it 



•  to possess and profess it 
•  to proclaim and teach it 

  
A person must be a doer of the law; he must obey and live the law. The law was not given just to sit on a bookshelf or 

on a table, not given just to be heard and to secure verbal agreement. The law was given to be obeyed and lived out, to 
govern and control life so that life could be lived to the fullest. Therefore, those who only hear the law will not be justified 
before God, but the doers of the law will be justified. 

  
"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 

the will of my Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 7:21). 
  
3.  The heathen have a threefold witness, a witness that is strong enough to lead them to God. 

a. Men have their nature—the nature of man that speaks loudly and clearly—that points toward God. Note 
exactly what the verse says. 

⇒ Men may not have the law (the Scriptures)... 
⇒ But they can do the law by nature. 
⇒ They can become "a law unto themselves." 

  
There is that within man, within his nature, that can stir him to do the law. Man has within him an 

instinctive knowledge of right and wrong. His very nature gives him the opportunity to do what is right.  
Something else is meant here as well. Man can look at nature (creation) and see that he is part of it. He can 

instinctively see by nature the great eternal power and deity of God. (See note— Romans 1:20 for a list of the 
things nature reveals about God.) 

  
"For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood 

by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse" 
(Romans 1:20). 

  
b. Men have their consciences that bear witness to what is right and wrong. When they do right, they sense 

approval; when they do wrong, they sense reproach. Man's conscience gives him the opportunity to live 
righteously and to do good. 

  
"How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 

without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?" (Hebrews 
9:14). 

  
c. Men have their thoughts, their reasoning ability which can approve or disapprove, excuse or accuse them 

and others. Men's thoughts bear witness to how they should and should not live, whether their behavior is 
excused (acceptable) or accused (condemned). Now note two critical points. 

First, men can learn a great deal about God and about right and wrong through their nature, conscience, and 
thoughts. Men can look at themselves and creation and learn that they are to live... 

•  by order and law and rules 
•  in obedience and respect and peace 
•  giving recognition and honor and esteem 
•  being clean and pure and moral 
•  showing care and concern and love 
•  without stealing and lying and cheating 

  
Second, men cannot be saved apart from Jesus Christ. No matter how morally they may live—whether they 

live by law or by nature—they do not live a sinless and perfect life. They sin and come short of God's glory. 
Therefore, no matter how morally men live, they have to be perfected by the "righteousness of God" which is in 
Christ Jesus Himself. 

  
"Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but 

by me" (John 14:6). 
  



QUESTIONS: 
1.  God does not play favorites when He pours out His judgment. Why do some people feel God will judge 

them using a different set of rules? 
2.  What is the basis of God's judgment? 
3.  Do you think a man who has never heard the law is accountable for his sin? Why or why not? 
4.  What kinds of things has God put in the heart of the heathen that can lead them to God? Why do some 

of them reject these things? Whose fault is it—the heathen's or God's? Why? 
  

5.  THE JUDGMENT OF GOD IS TO BE EXECUTED BY JESUS CHRIST AND HIS GOSPEL (v. 16). 
  
Note these facts. 
1.  A specific day of judgment is coming. It is fixed. 
  

"When the son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory: and before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats" (Matthew 25:31-32). 

"And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment" (Hebrews 9:27). 
  
2.  In that day "the secrets of men" will be judged. All secrets will be exposed, the secret thoughts and deeds done... 

•  in the dark 
•  behind closed 

doors 
•  off to the side 
•  silently 
•  alone 
•  quietly 

  
"Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden 

things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise 
of God" (1 Cor. 4:5). 

  
3.  Jesus Christ is the One who will do the judging. He is the One who... 

•  has earned the right to judge by obeying God perfectly. He is the One who has lived a sinless life and 
died for men. 

•  has experienced life on earth in the flesh and can understand and sympathize with men in their infirmities 
(Hebrews 2:15-18; Hebrews 4:15-16). 

  
"For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son" (John 5:22). 

  
4.  The standard or rule by which men shall be judged is the gospel. 
  

"He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's 
which sent me" (John 14:24). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
You can count on it: Jesus Christ—the One who came as a Lamb—is going to judge the world like the Lion of 

Judah. He is going to judge the rich and the poor, the educated and the uneducated, the good and the bad. The 
challenge for you is clear: Resist the temptation to substitute good works for a personal relationship with Christ. 

  
"Ben Putnitoff was a member of the Lord's church. Morally, he was a good man. He did not lie, curse, 

drink, beat his wife, or smoke. He paid his income tax, came to Bible class and worship services, paid his 
bills and gave a 'few bucks' to the Lord. He was never opposed to anything that was good. 

"One day old Ben Putnitoff died and stood before the Righteous Judge. The Judge said, 'Ben, you are 
charged with trying to close the church. Are you guilty or not guilty?' 

"'Not guilty,' pleaded Ben Putnitoff. 'I didn't do a thing!' 



"'Guilty as charged,' the Judge ruled. And then He continued, 'Ben, you have confessed to the most 
effective way ever devised of closing the church. You "did not do a thing." You did not visit the sick. You 
did not encourage the weak. You did not feed the hungry. You did not reach out to the lost with the gospel.' 

"'But, Judge,' Ben pleaded, 'I intended to do all of those things, but I was too busy making a living and 
enjoying myself. I have just been putting it off.'"   

  
There is one thing that you should not put off: taking care of your place in eternity. The day of judgment is 

coming. What will be your fate before the Righteous Judge? 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  The day of judgment is coming. It is fixed. Knowing this, how should this make you pray for the lost? 
2.  What will be like to see your secrets exposed, secrets that you thought no one would ever know about?  
3.  The basis for judgment is the gospel. Are you doing all you can to be obedient to the gospel? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
Being as good as you can is not good enough, not if you want to spend eternity with God. A moralist specializes in 

being good, but to no avail. The truth of this passage is striking and clear: God will judge the moralist just like He will 
judge the man who has lived the most evil life imaginable. God has a case against the moralist: 

  
1.  The moralist. 

a. Judges others 
b. Is inexcusable: he condemns himself because he is guilty of the same things 

2.  The judgment of God is according to truth: perfect justice. 
3.  The judgment of God is according to deeds: eternal reward or punishment. 
4.  The judgment of God is without respect of persons: absolute impartiality. 
5.  The judgment of God is to be executed by Jesus Christ and His gospel. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  
ROMANS:  SECTION II 
SIN AND CONDEMNATION: THE WORLD'S NEED TO GET RIGHT WITH GOD, 1:18-3:20 

»Front Matter  »Book Intro  »Detailed Outline 
Study 4: GOD'S CASE AGAINST THE RELIGIONIST (JEW) 
Text: Romans 2:17-29 
Aim: To recognize and avoid the shallow faith of a religionist. 
Memory Verse: 
"But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in 

the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God" (Romans 2:29). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
How genuine is your faith? It has become very fashionable in some circles to appear spiritual. But modern man is 

looking for significance in all the wrong places, probing and then adopting a false religion, a false spirituality. In an effort 
to fool others, himself, and even God, this man has embraced a cheap imitation of the real thing. 

  
"For many centuries genuine pearls commanded a high price because of their scarcity. Great quantities of 

oysters had to be examined before a few could be found that contained the coveted treasures. Then suddenly the 



market became flooded with them. After some investigation the mystery of the abundant supply was revealed. 
Enterprising individuals had discovered that if a foreign object is lodged in its tender flesh, the oyster will form a 
glistening pearl around the source of discomfort. Deciding to help nature along, these men artificially induced the 
process by inserting irritants such as tiny beads and buckshot into the shells. When the pearls had formed, they 
were carefully harvested. Wealthy patrons became suspicious, however, and insisted that the lustrous jewels be 
subjected to special tests. Though outwardly they seemed perfect, the x-ray showed their impurity, for they had 
'false hearts' of lead or glass."   

  
This is the condition of the religionist: 

⇒ He is impure. 
⇒ He has a false heart. 
⇒ He does not have a genuine faith in God. 

  
This passage is an excellent study of the Christian religionist or church member as well as of the Jew. God's case 

against the Christian religionist includes four points. 
  
OUTLINE: 

1.  The religionist professes religion (v.17-20). 
2.  The religionist fails to live what he professes (v.21-24). 
3.  The religionist believes that a ritual (circumcision) is the way to secure God's approval (v.25-27). 
4.  The religionist misses the whole point: a true religionist is a man who is righteous inwardly (v.28-29). 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(2:17-29) Religionists: a religionist is a person who is interested in religion and professes religion. It was because of 

the Jews' extreme interest in religion that they were looked upon as the epitome of religionists. However, most people are 
considered religious and profess some religion regardless of nationality. Therefore, most people can be called religionists. 
There are two classes of religionists. 

1.  There are those who feel they are good enough for God as they are, that they are doing enough good for God to 
accept them. They cannot believe that God would reject them when they stand face to face with Him. True, they do 
wrong; but not that much wrong, they feel, not enough for God to reject and condemn them for eternity. These persons go 
about living as they wish, worshipping God only enough to satisfy their consciences. The vast, vast majority of people are 
in this class of self-righteousness. Few men believe they will be rejected by God and refused entrance into heaven. They 
feel they have enough goodness to make them acceptable to God. 

  
"Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 

washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost" (Titus 3:5). 
  
2.  There are those who have a sensitive conscience and feel the need to give themselves to good works as much as is 

humanly possible. They work and do good in order to secure the favor of God. They believe that good works is what it 
takes to make them righteous and to build them up in the eyes of God. Therefore, they labor all their lives trying to build 
up virtue and merit before God. They try their best to make themselves acceptable to God. 

  
"Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the 

knowledge of sin" (Romans 3:20). 
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, 

lest any man should boast" (Ephes. 2:8-9). 
  
Note that a genuine believer is not being classified as a religionist. The reason is pointed: the true believer does not 

follow a religion; he follows Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is alive; He is living in another world—the spiritual world, the 
spiritual dimension of being. The believer is in touch with Him daily, communicating through the Holy Spirit and prayer. 
What the believer does is follow Christ; he lives the life of Jesus Christ, not the rules of a religion. Therefore, the genuine 
believer is a disciple of Christ, not of religion. 

  



"I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me" (Galatians 
2:20). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Using the simplest of words, how would you define what a religionist does? 
2.  Why is spiritual pride such a snare to the religionist? 
3.  How would you describe the major difference between a true believer and a religionist? 

  
1.  THE RELIGIONIST PROFESSES RELIGION (v. 17-20). 

  
The religionist accepts the name of his religion whatever it may be, whether Jew, Moslem, or Buddhist; and he shows 

enough interest in his religion to give him security. Jewish and Christian religionists make ten mistakes. 
1.  The religionist "rests in the law," that is, in the Word of God (Romans 2:17). He possesses the Scriptures (Bible); 

he... 
•  has it in his home 
•  carries it with him to 

church 
•  sometimes reads it 
•  honors it as the Word of 

God 
  
Because of this, he feels that he pleases God. He rests upon the fact that he possesses God's Word. By having God's 

Word, he feels he has God's approval and acceptance. But this is the very mistake of the religionist: God does not accept a 
person because he happens to have God's Word in his possession. God approves and accepts the person who does the 
Word of God, who lives and obeys the law of God. 

  
"What advantage then hath the Jew [Christian]? or what profit is there of circumcision [baptism]? 

Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God" (Romans 3:1-2). 
  
2.  The religionist professes God. To profess means to boast, to glory, to feel proud about one's profession of God and 

religion. The idea is that one openly professes that he believes in God. He is not ashamed of his belief and religious 
affiliation. He believes in God and he feels safe and secure in his belief. He confesses God and he feels that God accepts 
him because of his profession. 

However, this is the mistake of the religionist. God is not interested in a man's profession but in a man's life. God 
wants a man living for Him, not just professing and talking about Him. 

  
"For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being 

ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one 
that believeth" (Romans 10:2-4). 

  
3.  The religionist knows God's will (Romans 2:18). He is familiar with the law and the commandments of God. He 

knows what God wants done; he knows right from wrong. Therefore, he feels he has God's approval. 
However, the religionist fails to see something: knowing God's will is not enough—a man must do God's will. 
  

"And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as my people, and they hear thy 
words, but they will not do them: for with their mouth they show much love, but their heart goeth after 
their covetousness. And, lo, thou art unto them as a very lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and 
can play well on an instrument: for they hear thy words, but they do them not" (Ezekiel 33:31-32). 

  
4.  The religionist approves the excellent or better things in life (Romans 2:18). He not only knows God's will, right 

from wrong; but he... 
•  is able to discern the more excellent, the better things to do. 
•  approves, expresses, and proclaims pleasure in the right things. 

  



Because he supports and pushes and approves the better things in life, the religionist feels he pleases God. But this is 
his mistake. God is not interested in man's approval of the better things in life. Most men do approve and talk about the 
better things of life. God wants man living out the better things, living on the level of the more excellent. 

  
"My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth" (1 John 3:18). 

  
5.  The religionist is taught God's law and Word (Romans 2:18). He is instructed by family, teacher, preacher, friend. 

The religionist learns God's Word from someone, and because he knows God's Word, he feels he has a right relationship 
with God. But again, God's concern is not in what a person knows, but in what a person does. God expects a person to 
take what he has learned and put it into practice. God expects a person to live as he has been taught. 

  
"But ye have not so learned Christ; if so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the 

truth is in Jesus: that ye put off concerning the former conversation [behavior] the old man, which is 
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts" (Ephes. 4:20-22). 

  
6.  The religionist is sure he is a guide to the blind (Romans 2:19). The word confident means persuaded and sure. The 

religionist is convinced that religion is true, that religion is the way men should live. He believes that a man who does not 
believe in God and live a religious life is blind and needs to be guided to the truth. By living a religious life, he feels... 

•  he is an example to men 
•  he is a guide to help men find God 
•  he can cure men of their blindness to God and religion 

  
However, being "confident" that one is a guide of the blind does not mean that one is a true guide. A person must be 

sure that he himself is following the truth, Jesus Christ (John 14:6). There are many guides in the world who are leading 
people down the wrong road. They are blind guides, the blind leading the blind (Matthew 15:14). 

  
"And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 

despised others" (Luke 18:9). 
  
7.  The religionist is sure he is an instructor of the foolish (Romans 2:20). The word foolish means thoughtless, 

senseless, undirected. It refers to people who walk through life giving no thought to life's purpose, as to... 
•  where they have come from 
•  why they are here 
•  where they are going 

  
The religionist is persuaded that religion answers all these questions, the basic questions of life. Therefore, he feels he 

can help the foolish discover meaning and purpose and significance in life. The critical point for the instructor or the 
religionist is to make sure that his instruction is true. What he instructs must be the truth or else it is all for nothing. 

  
"He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso walketh wisely, he shall be delivered" (Proverbs 

28:26). 
  
8.  The religionist is sure he is a light to those in darkness (Romans 2:20), to those who stumble about searching for the 

light but are unable to find it. The religionist feels he has found the light; therefore, he is a light to those who are searching 
for it. However, the religionist makes a serious mistake. Religion is not the light of the world—Jesus Christ is. 

  
"Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin 

remaineth" (John 9:41). 
  
9.  The religionist is sure he is a teacher of the immature (Romans 2:20). The word babes means the infant, the 

immature, the novice, the proselyte, the new church member. The point is the same: a religionist is not mature in God just 
because he... 

•  has been baptized and has been a church member for a long time 
•  thinks he is mature 
•  serves as a teacher 

  



What makes a person mature and capable of teaching the immature of the world is experience with Christ, having 
walked and served with Christ for a long time. 

  
"Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips 

do honor me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept 
of men" (Isaiah 29:13). 

  
10.  The religionist has the law of God, the embodiment of knowledge and truth (Romans 2:20). The religionist has the 

Scriptures, the Word of God, at his disposal. He has every opportunity in the world to know the truth. But again, having 
and knowing and thinking that one can instruct and teach another is not enough. God accepts and uses only those who live 
the Word, who keep the laws and commandments of God. This is the mistake of the religionist, of the person who 
professes and does not live. 

  
"Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away" (2 Tim. 3:5). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Being totally honest, how often does your Bible sit on a table without being read? Is there any real 
security in just possessing a Bible? 

2.  A lot of people profess to know God and to know right from wrong. They even profess to know God's 
will. But what essential step separates the religionist from the true believer? How can you be sure your 
profession is the real thing? 

3.  A religionist will lead someone else down the wrong road. How do people who are following your 
example know where you are going—your friends, fellow employees, family? 

4.  What does it take to make a person a mature believer? Are these principles at work in your own life? 
What do you need to do to become more spiritually mature? 

  
2.  THE RELIGIONIST FAILS TO LIVE WHAT HE PROFESSES (v. 21-24). 

  
This is seen in five pointed questions. 
1. "You who teach others, do you not teach yourself?" The question is not only for teachers, but for everyone, because 

we all teach others. Throughout life we all claim to know some truths about morality and about how people should live 
and behave. We often share those truths with our children, friends, fellow workers, and others. When we share and teach, 
do we not listen to the truth? Do we not teach ourselves? What right do we have to tell others how to live if we do not live 
that way? This is the sin of hypocrisy, a sin committed by so many religionists. 

  
"And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?" (Luke 6:46). 

  
2. "You who say that a person should not steal, do you steal?" Do you take from others; do you... 

•  steal money? 
•  steal from your neighbor? 
•  steal while shopping? 
•  steal from your job? 
•  steal from your family? 
•  steal or cheat while taking tests in school? 

  
If you steal, what right do you have to say that others should not steal—that everyone else should not have the right to 

take what they want from whom they want? If enough people began to take what they wanted when they wanted, then the 
world would exist in utter chaos. If you say that men should not steal, why do you steal? This is the sin of too many 
religionists. 

Stealing is a sin that leads to utter chaos. Because of its devastating effect, it is one of the ten commandments, and 
note: it is so important a commandment, it is repeated time and again. 

  
"Thou shalt not steal" (Exodus 20:15; Leviticus 19:11; Deut. 5:19; Matthew 19:18; Romans 13:9). 
"Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is 

good, that he may have to give to him that needeth" (Ephes. 4:28). 
  



3. "You who say that a person should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery?" You who want pure brides and 
spouses, husbands and wives, sons and daughters, do you live purely? What are you looking at and watching, reading and 
hearing? Do you... 

•  look a second time? 
•  read pornographic books, magazines, or novels? 
•  have lustful thoughts? 
•  harbor sexual thoughts? 
•  dress in a manner exposing your body? 
•  watch and support television films that have or suggest scenes of immorality? 

  
Regardless of man's denial, we do what we think; and our thoughts come from what we see and watch, read and hear. 

Therefore, if we look and watch, read and listen to sexual suggestions, our thoughts center upon fleshly desires. This is the 
reason for the breakdown of morals in society. If you say a man should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? Do 
you commit it in your mind? This is a major sin among some religionists. Christ knew this; therefore, He said... 

  
"Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: but I say unto you, 

That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his 
heart" (Matthew 5:27-28). 

  
4. "You who abhor idols, do you commit sacrilege?" The word sacrilege means to violate one's commitment to God 

and to rob from God. It means to consider something more important than God, something so important that it requires... 
•  the commitment that you owe God. 
•  the tithes and offerings that you owe God. 

  
You say that you worship God and abhor idols; yet you take what belongs to God—your commitment, your time, your 

energy, your tithes—and you give it to something else. You make something else more important than God; you make it 
an idol. This is one of the major sins of the religionists. 

  
"Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and ye turn aside, and serve other gods, and 

worship them" (Deut. 11:16). 
  
5. "You who boast and take pride in the law [the Bible], through breaking the law do you not dishonor God?" The 

answer is clear.  
⇒ We do dishonor God when we talk about His Word yet break His commandments. 
⇒ We do dishonor God before men, causing His name to be blasphemed. 

  
When we boast in God's Word yet break His commandments, we give great occasion for the world and its people to 

take the name of God and... 
• 

 blaspheme 
•  curse 
• 

 reproach 
• 

 ridicule 

•  mock 
•  deny 
•  insult 
• 

 profane 

  
Many a person is doomed because of the hypocrisy of religionists. This is one of the terrible sins of religionists. 
  

"They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and 
unto every good work reprobate" (Titus 1:16). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1. "Practice what you preach." This cliché is overused, but it rings true of what each believer must do: live 
a life that is consistent with the truth. What are some hard areas for you to practice what you preach? How can 
you become more consistent in this area? 



2.  How would those who know you best grade your "hypocrisy score"? Using this scale, how would you 
fare: 

⇒ 5 points means you are a first-class hypocrite. 
⇒ 4 points means you are one step away from being a full-fledged hypocrite—but on occasions a shred 

of honesty shows up. 
⇒ 3 points means you could go either way: a hypocrite in some things and an honest person in others. 
⇒ 2 points means you are not perfect, you still slip, but you do at least make an attempt to be 

consistent and honest. 
⇒ 1 point means you have gotten a good handle on letting people see who you really are—inside and 

out. 
⇒ 0 points means you are perfect—and your friends are not being honest with you! 

  
3.  THE RELIGIONIST BELIEVES THAT A RITUAL (CIRCUMCISION) IS THE WAY TO SECURE 

GOD'S APPROVAL (v. 25-27). 
  
Just take the word circumcision and substitute whatever ritual a church says is essential for salvation and the meaning 

of the passage becomes clear. For example, take the ritual of church membership. 
"Church membership profits a man if he keeps the law: but if he breaks the law, his church membership is made or 

counted as unchurch membership." 
If a religionist does not keep (practice) God's law and Word, then his ritual does not count. The man becomes... 

• 
 unbaptized 

• 
 unchurched 

• 
 uncircumcised 

• 
 unwhatever 

  
The point is obedience, not ritual. A person is acceptable to God because he lives for God and obeys Him, not because 

he has undergone some ritual. The next two verses make this pointedly clear (Romans 2:26-27). 
⇒ "The uncircumcised man who keeps the righteousness of the law is counted as circumcised [that is, 

acceptable to God]" (Romans 2:26). A man is not acceptable to God because he has been baptized or joined 
some church. He becomes acceptable to God because he obeys God, and God's basic commandment is clear, 
unquestionably so: 

  
"And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and 

love one another, as he gave us commandment" (1 John 3:23). 
  

⇒ The uncircumcised man who keeps the law actually judges the man who has been circumcised and 
breaks the law (Romans 2:27). The basis of judgment is not to be a ritual, whether circumcision or baptism or 
church membership; it is to be obedience. No ritual will ever save a man if he transgresses the law, and no 
ritual will ever cause a man to be lost if he keeps the law. 

  
"But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves" (James 1:22). 

  
APPLICATION: 
Do you have the difference between a ritual and a Scriptural command settled in your mind? To simplify this, 

remember that only what is found in the Bible is a Scriptural command. Anything else is nothing more than a man-
made ritual. Rituals in and of themselves are not right or wrong. But most important to remember is that rituals do 
not make you acceptable to God. Rituals do not and cannot save you. Some examples of man-made rituals are... 

•  a narrow acceptance of different types of music, clothing, or hairstyles  
•  dietary choices based on legalism 
•  praying, fasting, or giving money for show 
•  the length or order of events during a worship service 
•  the wearing of choir robes 
•  the pastor or choir marching in procession to begin the service 
•  only observing church in a 'church building' 

  



With a little bit of imagination and from your own observations, you could probably add to this list. How tragic 
it is when men replace the reality of God's Word with the vain traditions of fallen man. 

  
"But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by 

your tradition?" (Matthew 15:3). 
  

ILLUSTRATIONS: 
What keeps a ritual in place? Tradition. 

  
"William Poteet wrote in The Pentecostal Minister how in 1903 the Russian czar noticed a sentry posted 

for no apparent reason on the Kremlin grounds. Upon inquiry, he discovered that in 1776 Catherine the 
Great found there the first flower of spring. 'Post a sentry here,' she commanded, 'so that no one tramples 
that flower underfoot!' 

"Some traditions die hard."   
  

Do not allow useless or foolish traditions to waste your time. Remember, your time belongs to God! 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What rituals do you keep that have nothing to do with obedience to God's Word? Are they honoring to 

God or do they only glorify man? 
2.  Why are some men motivated to replace obedience to God with a ritual that is man-made? 
3.  Rituals are a religionist's best friend. Bound to a life of rules and regulations, carefully crafted ritual can 

change the religionist's focus from God to worldly things. What rituals take the focus away from the Lord? 
  

4.  THE RELIGIONIST MISSES THE WHOLE POINT: A TRUE RELIGIONIST IS A MAN WHO IS 
RIGHTEOUS INWARDLY (v. 28-29). 

  
This fact is so critical that everyone needs to give heed and do something about it. The point is that every man breaks 

or transgresses the law. Paul has just said: 
  

"If thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision or baptism is made uncircumcision or unbaptism." 
  
Paul will say very shortly: 
  

"There is none righteous, no, not one" (Romans 3:10). 
"All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). 

  
No law and no ritual, whether circumcision or baptism (or any other ritual), is able to make man acceptable to God. 

Being acceptable to God is not an outward thing. It is... 
•  not the keeping of any ritual or law (Romans 2:21-27). 
•  not nationality or heritage. 
•  not being born of any particular race or family, whether Jewish or Christian (Romans 3:1-20; Romans 

9:6-13). 
  
True religion—being acceptable to God—is inward. It is of the heart, of the spirit. It is of God. It is being born again of 

God's Spirit (John 3:3-8). It is not of man; therefore, God is to be praised, not man (Romans 2:28-29). 
  

"A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh" (Ezekiel 36:26). 

  
God's true people are the people who have been circumcised spiritually—in the heart. The real Jews, God's true people, 

are those who have had the skin of disease (sin) cut out of their hearts. They are the people who have been spiritually 
converted. 

  
"In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of 

the sins of the flesh by the circumcision [operation, cutting] of Christ" (Col. 2:11). 



  
Moses confessed that he was a man of "uncircumcised lips" (Exodus 6:12, 30). Man's "uncircumcised heart" must be 

humbled if he wishes God to remember His covenant and give man the promised land of heaven (Leviticus 26:41-42). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
What the world calls religion is nothing more than an empty shell, void of any life or meaning. 

  
"The story is told of two brothers who grew up on a farm. One went away to college, earned a law 

degree, and became a partner in a prominent law firm in the state capital. The other brother stayed on the 
family farm. One day the lawyer came and visited his brother, the farmer. He asked, 'Why don't you go out 
and make a name for yourself and hold your head up high in the world like me?' The brother pointed and 
said, 'See that field of wheat over there? Look closely. Only the empty heads stand up. Those that are well 
filled always bow low.' 

"Said differently, 'The branch that bears the most fruit is bent the lowest to the ground.'"   
  

Is your religion one of the heart or one of appearance only? 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  List all the things you can do to make yourself acceptable to God. 
2.  True religion is an inward experience. Why do so many people concentrate on the outside? How can you 

keep your focus where it should be? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
The religionist does not grasp the need for a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Bound to a man-made system of 

rules and regulations, the religionist will fail every time he takes a step in the name of religion. Why is the religionist 
doomed to failure? Because... 

  
1.  The religionist only professes religion. 
2.  The religionist fails to live what he professes. 
3.  The religionist believes that a ritual is the way to secure God's approval. 
4.  The religionist misses the whole point: a true religionist is a man who is righteous inwardly. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  

Study 5: THE ARGUMENTS OF THE RELIGIONIST (JEW) AGAINST A HEART RELIGION 
Text: Romans 3:1-8 
Aim: To make absolutely sure that your religion is a heart religion—a religion that is living, eternal, and 

true. 
Memory Verse: 
"For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect?" 

(Romans 3:3). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
The pages of history are littered with men who have challenged God every step of the way. Casting away the desire to 

know God better, some men would rather debate God and His ways than simply obey Him and believe Him.  



So it is with the person who is convinced he can set his own agenda for reaching heaven, hoping to change the mind of 
Almighty God by... 

•  joining the right church 
•  living a good and moral life 
•  learning the appropriate religious clichés 

  
The religionist hopes God will accept him on his own terms, thus avoiding the cross. The religionist, the superficial 

church member, debates God in hopes that he can be proven right—that eternal life does not come by faith in Christ. What 
he fails to realize is that God will not change. God will not make an exception for anyone. No matter what the religionist 
says, his feeble efforts to change God's mind will never succeed. 

  
Paul has said there is no difference between Jew and Gentile, between a religionist and other men (Romans 1-3). All 

men stand before God guilty of sin and condemned. Now at this point Paul imagines the religionist seeing exactly what he 
is saying. The religionist also sees the tremendous weight of Paul's argument; therefore, he strains to counter Paul with 
three arguments, arguments often made by Christian religionists and church members who profess Christ and attend 
church only enough to salve their consciences. (See A CLOSER LOOK, Religionists—Romans 2:17-29; Romans 2:17-
20 for a discussion of who the religionist is.) 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  What profit is there in being a religionist—in being circumcised or baptized (v.1-2)? 
2.  Does unbelief void God's promises—make God a liar (v.3-4)? 
3.  Is God unjust if He takes vengeance (v.5-8)? 

  
1.  WHAT PROFIT IS THERE IN BEING A JEW OR A RELIGIONIST—IN BEING CIRCUMCISED 

OR BAPTIZED OR A CHURCH MEMBER (v. 1-2)? 
  
The promise of God to Abraham was that his seed (the Jewish nation) would be the children of God (see John 4:22; cp. 

Genesis 12:1-4). If a man is born a Jew (born into a Jewish family) and he professes to be a Jew, a follower of God, is he 
not acceptable to God? If not, then what profit is there in being a professing Jew, a follower of God? Is there no advantage 
in being a Jew or a child of Abraham? 

The application of this passage concerns every man. If a man is born a Jew or a Christian (that is, the right nationality), 
or if a man is born into a Jewish or Christian family (that is, the right heritage), or if a man claims to be a Jew or a 
Christian religionist, and he is still not acceptable to God, what profit is there in being a religionist? 

Paul's answer is simple: the advantages are great. The Jew and Christian are highly privileged, especially in that God 
has committed His Word to them (Romans 3:2; Romans 9:4-5). They have the privilege... 

•  of possessing God's Word 
•  of reading, hearing, seeing, obeying, and living God's Word 
•  of living within a society that has been affected by God's Word 

  
These are enormous privileges. A man born within a nation and a family that has God's Word has every advantage in 

coming to God and in living for God. In fact, such a man could have no greater privilege. His privileges are so great that 
he is left without excuse if he fails to live for God. 

  
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 

everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life" (John 5:24). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
God has done so much for us. The gift of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, should compel every believer to live 

only for Him. Unfortunately, this is not always true. Different things come our way that distract us from living for 
God. Author Bill Hybels shares one such story. 

  
"In 1981 Dr. Jim Judge entered into practice with twelve other physicians. He quickly developed a new 

plan. He would spend three years in private practice and then return overseas as a missionary doctor. Even 
though he loved his job, he didn't always see it as real ministry. In 1983 the Judges had the opportunity to 
return to Africa—this time to fill a short-term need for doctors at a medical center in Kenya. With their 



four-year-old and two-year-old daughters and Cindy [Jim's wife] six-months pregnant, they went to Kijabe 
for the first time and stayed about three months. They loved the ministry. 

"When he returned home, Jim expected to hear from God at any moment about the direction of his life. 
A divine plan. But there was dead silence. In looking back, Jim is not sure what he wanted. A note on the 
refrigerator? A vision in the night? What he got was angry. During the next year, Jim's relationship with 
God began to erode in the acid of disappointment. 

"For a few years, the Judges were involved in important ministries. Jim taught at his church, soon 
become one of its leaders. But over time both Jim and Cindy found their Christianity—once vital and filled 
with passion—dissolving into a lifestyle. The church they were attending, although strong in teaching and 
biblical wisdom, often seemed inwardly focused. The spiritual fire of evangelism, the very thing that had 
connected the two of them in the first place, was missing. 

"The Judges, disconnected, began a slow, almost unnoticeable slide into materialism and busyness, the 
twin plagues of suburbia. There was almost this kind of subconscious reasoning: If God was going to ask 
them to have a ministry in the suburbs, then they would need to fit in. Or: A bigger house is an investment; 
we need to buy one if we are to be good stewards. They even resorted to reasoning framed by their tax 
bracket. 

"The Judges bought a big old house, certainly not elaborate by their community's standards, but quite 
comfortable. Or so they thought. Soon Cindy found herself struggling with exhaustion—the house seemed 
to be sucking her energy. And for Jim there was the pool....Like some kind of Edgar Allan Poe nightmare, 
THE POOL began to make demands: feed me chlorine; get that leaf out of here; change my chemistry. 
There were, in fact, entire months when the family did not feel free to travel because of THE POOL. This 
was getting ridiculous. 'When I reached seventy [said Dr. Judge] would I best be remembered for how 
clean I kept my pool?'"   

  
What are you doing with the privileges God has given you? Using them for Him or using them as excuses to fit 

in with the world? 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What advantages does a person have if he is raised in a Christian home? What would be some possible 

disadvantages? 
2.  We live in a time when the gospel can be heard almost everywhere: on radio, television, in a football 

stadium, or in a tent. If you live in a community where this is a reality, have you taken advantage of the 
opportunity? 

3.  Why do so many people place their trust in having their names on a church roll? 
  

2.  DOES UNBELIEF VOID GOD'S PROMISES—MAKE GOD A LIAR (v. 3-4)? 
  
Or to say it another way, "What if some disbelieve and reject God's Word; will their unbelief cause God to void His 

Word and promises? God promised the Jews a special place and special privileges through Abraham and his seed (see 
John 4:22). If some Jews do not believe God's promises and God condemns them, isn't He breaking His promise to 
Abraham and his seed? Isn't He voiding His Word and Covenant and making Himself a liar? God's Word could not be 
based on heart religion and on moral character alone. There has to be something else, something outward—a rite 
(circumcision, baptism, church membership)—that shows we are religious (Jews). If we go through the rite or ritual, then 
God is bound to accept us. He has promised to accept us. He is not going to break His Word." 

The application of this question concerns every religionist. The thinking religionist poses the same objection and 
question: "If you say some religionists do not believe and are condemned, doesn't that void God's Word and make God a 
liar? God's Word promises the religious person special privileges and the hope of eternal life. His Word tells us to believe 
Christ and to possess His Word, be baptized and join the fellowship of the church. If we do that and God still condemns 
us, is He not voiding His Word and becoming a liar?" 

⇒ God forbid. 
⇒ God will be faithful. His Word and promise of salvation will stand even if every man lies about 

believing and lies about giving his heart to serve Jesus. 
⇒ God will prove His Word: He will be justified and proven faithful in what He has said. He will still save 

any person who gives his heart to Jesus and obeys Jesus. 
⇒ In fact, God will overcome; He will prove His Word another way. He will judge all who make a false 

profession and who judge Him and His Word, who accuse Him of being unfaithful and voiding His Word. 



David himself said that God would judge the unfaithful or disobedient man (Psalm 51:4). David had sinned 
greatly, not keeping the commandments of God, so God judged David and charged him with sin. David did the 
right thing: he confessed his sin and repented, beginning to live righteously. But David did something else: he 
declared that God's charge and judgment against him were just, that God was perfectly justified. And God was, 
for God is always just, and He is always justified in what He says and does. 

  
The point is twofold. 
1.  God is not unfaithful. God never breaks or voids His Word when He rejects the religionist. The religionist who 

possesses God's Word and belongs to a church but does not obey God's Word is not acceptable to God. It is righteousness 
God is after, not religion. God is not after an outward religion, but an inward righteousness. God wants a heart that will 
not only possess the Bible, but will keep His commandments. God is after a spiritual rebirth, a new creation, a man who 
has been truly born again. God wants a heart and life that are focused upon Christ and that keep the commandments of 
Christ. The only man who is acceptable to God is the man who has given his heart and life to Christ and who lives 
righteously, trusting God to accept His faith in Christ. (Cp. Romans 2:28-29.) 

2.  God never voids His Word or promises; He never has and never will be a liar. God has promised salvation and 
eternal life to men. Even if there should never be a single person who believed God's promise, His promise would still 
stand. He would still save any person who did what He said. 

  
The problem is in doing what God says, in coming to God as He dictates. God demands that men give their hearts and 

lives to His Son, Jesus Christ. God demands that men live for Christ, worship and obey Him. But this is too hard for men. 
They want an easier salvation. They want to be able to do something, get it over with, and then be free to live as they 
wish, giving God some attention here and there. Therefore, men prefer to be saved by being religious: being baptized, 
joining a church, buying a Bible, and then being free to go about their own lives. But this is not enough for God; it is not 
doing everything that God says; it is not giving one's heart and life to live for Jesus Christ by obeying, worshipping, and 
serving Him. Therfore, God... 

•  charges the religionist with sin 
•  judges and condemns the religionist 

  
Now note another fact. God fulfills His Word by judging the religionists. God has told men how to live and what 

would happen if they failed. Therefore, He is "justified in His sayings" by following through and by judging the 
religionists. 

⇒ God will not void and break His Word. He will fulfill it all. 
⇒ God is justified in fulfilling His Word by doing exactly what He said, that is, in accepting men only as 

He said and in judging men if they do not come to Him as He commands. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  God is NEVER wrong. What is the real root of the problem that causes people to blame God when things 

go wrong? 
2.  What are some examples from your own life when God proved His Word to you? 
3.  What keeps God from being a liar? Why is trust such a difficult thing if we know that God will never 

lie? 
  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(3:3) Unbelief—Man, Errors: this is one of two common but gross deceptions of men—that unbelief in something 

makes the thing ineffective and voids it. A man argues: "If I deny something, ignore it, refuse to accept it, push it out of 
my mind, it will not be, nor will it come to pass." Some even think of God's Word in this way. They think they can deny 
and reject some part of it and it will not be so. They accept the Scriptures that stress the love of God and allow them to 
live as they wish, but they reject the Scriptures that stress the supernatural and miraculous power of God and the desperate 
need of man to be saved from sin, death, and an eternal hell. They reject the Scriptures that demand that man live 
responsibly. 

  
"For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the 

law, till all be fulfilled" (Matthew 5:18). 
"Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away" (Luke 21:33). 

  



QUESTIONS: 
1.  Does an unbeliever's denial of the Bible invalidate the truth of the Scriptures? 
2.  Do you ever pick and choose selected promises from God's Word while ignoring those promises that are 

more challenging, that demand a deeper commitment from you? Why is it important for you to apply the 
whole counsel of God to your life? 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(3:4) Judging—Judgment: men judge God. They judge Him to be true or false. They judge whether He exists or does 

not exist. They judge His Word. But in the final hour, God will end up judging men. He will overcome all those who 
judged Him to be less than He is and less than what He said. 

  
"But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such 

things" (Romans 2:2). 
"For I am the LORD: I will speak, and the word that I shall speak shall come to pass; it shall be no more 

prolonged: for in your days, O rebellious house, will I say the word, and will perform it, saith the Lord 
GOD" (Ezekiel 12:25). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  In what ways do you judge God? Do you ever wonder, "Does He really mean what He says? Will He 
really send people to hell? Can He really help us and heal us when needed? Can He really save me for all 
eternity?" 

2.  God is God. There is no one like Almighty God. What is the most profound thing you have come to 
know about God in the past year? How has this knowledge impacted your life? 

  
3.  IS GOD UNJUST IF HE TAKES VENGENANCE (v. 5-8)? 

  
"If my unbelief and sin give God a chance to overcome (Romans 3:4) and to show His justice, then my sin brings 

greater glory to Him. It gives Him a chance to fulfill His Word. How can He punish me for that? Is He not unjust in 
inflicting punishment?" The answer is fourfold. 

1.  Perish the idea. God forbid such a thought! 
2.  God is moral; therefore, He must judge the world. He would not be moral and just if He did not judge the world. 
3.  Such an argument is contradictory. Think about it. "If my sin and disobedience give God a chance to demonstrate 

His righteousness, why then am I called a sinner for that? My sin is really a good thing. It gives God a chance to show 
how good He is. I may sin, yes, but only good has come out of it. When God accepts me as I am, a sinner, God has a 
chance to show how gloriously merciful He is. You can't condemn me for giving God a chance to show His mercy." 

4.  The damnation of persons who argue this point is just; it is not unjust. Such arguments are common among every 
generation of men, but the arguments are gross deceptions. A man exclaims: "A God of love cannot take vengeance. He is 
too good and loving. He will be denying His very nature of love if He judges me." 

What this argument fails to see is that genuine love is just. Love expressed unjustly is not love; it is license and 
indulgence. God's love is perfect, absolutely unbiased and impartial. It is shed upon all of us (John 3:16; 1 John 2:2). In no 
respect can it be unjust by failing to judge. Neither can God be accused of being unloving when He executes justice 
(Romans 2:2-16). God's justice is the demonstration of perfect love. The cross was where God imposed His perfect justice 
upon His Son, and it is the perfect example of the glorious truth.  

⇒ The cross is the perfect demonstration of both the love and the justice of God.  
  

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 

  
⇒ Men shall be judged and condemned if they have rejected the love and salvation of God provided in His 

Son, Jesus Christ. 
  

"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad" (2 Cor. 5:10). 

  
APPLICATION: 



The typical testimony of most children who have grown into adulthood is this: "My parents became smarter the 
older I got." The wisdom of a parent is best seen when that child grows up and has his own children. Then, the 
"wiser" child comes to realize what he has to do in order to give his own children who disobey the very best: 

⇒ He must give the best discipline 
⇒ He must give the best training 
⇒ He must give the best mentoring 
⇒ He must give the best experiences 
⇒ He must give the best love 

  
In order to give the very best, he must be willing to do those things that might be perceived as "unfair" by his 

children. The parent who really loves his children will be willing to dispense justice—no matter the cost. 
  

"Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it" 
(Proverbs 22:6).  

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
The cross of Jesus Christ is the place where God has provided for lost man to find his way out of 

condemnation. The cross is real. It is: 
⇒ a real place  
⇒ provided by a real God  
⇒ for real sinners  
⇒ the only place to receive a real salvation 

  
"The geographical heart of London is Charing Cross. All distances are measured from it. This spot is 

referred to simply as 'the cross.' A lost child was one day picked up by a London 'bobby' [policeman]. The 
child was unable to tell where he lived. Finally, in response to the repeated questions of the bobby, and 
amid his sobs and tears, the little fellow said, 'If you will take me to the cross I think I can find my way from 
there. 

"The Cross is the point where men become reconciled to God. If we find our way to God and home we 
must first come to the Cross."   

  
We should be eternally thankful that God chose to be merciful as well as execute justice—or else we would all 

be doomed to eternal damnation! 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Why do some people struggle with the goodness of God when He judges the unrepentant sinner? 
2.  Do you truly believe that God's vengeance is a demonstration of God's love? How can you explain it to 

an unbeliever? 
3.  You can really appreciate the extent of God's vengeance when you look at the cross of Christ. How can 

you show your appreciation for God's supreme act of love? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
A person can have a list of questions for God that stretches on for miles. But the greatest question that must be 

resolved is this: Are you sure, absolutely sure, that you are saved and will live eternally with God? Always remember: No 
person has ever won a debate with God—no person, not even the people who ask God these kinds of questions: 

  
1.  What profit is there in being a Jew or religionist—in being circumcised or baptized? 
2.  Does unbelief void God's promises—make God a liar? 
3.  Is God unjust if He takes vengeance? 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  



2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  

Study 6: GOD'S CASE AGAINST ALL MEN 
Text: Romans 3:9-20 
Aim: To acknowledge your sinfulness; to accept the hope of salvation in Jesus Christ. 
Memory Verse: 
"As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one" (Romans 3:10). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
Guilt is a strong force. You know you have done wrong. You know you are going to be punished. Guilt will not let you 

forget what you have done. Guilt comes: 
⇒ when you have done something wrong and you are caught.  
⇒ when you get pulled over by a policeman for driving too fast. 
⇒ when you exceeded the lawful limit while hunting or fishing and the fish and game officer is there to 

confront you. 
⇒ when you turn down a social invitation because you are 'under the weather' only to run into the host 

somewhere else that very day. 
⇒ when you speak before you have a chance to pull back the ugly words. 
⇒ when you get caught spreading rumors and gossip. 

  
Let these statements sink in for a moment: Man is sinful. Man is lost. No matter what you do, the lethal pull of sin is 

stronger. What hope do you have? There is great hope if you are willing to allow Christ to redeem you, to set you free 
from sin's control. You are guilty, but Christ came to redeem sinful men. Jesus Christ came to save men... 

•  who cannot save themselves 
•  who cannot overcome sin 
•  who cannot be perfect 

  
In looking at such passages as this, a person must keep in mind the whole point of the passage. The point is not to 

charge man with sin, nor to berate man; it is not to look upon man with cynical contempt. The point is not to call man to 
hopelessness and despair, leaving him with a hanged head and low self-esteem. The point is to give man hope: to 
challenge man to seek a right relationship with God through the Lord Jesus Christ. Man must never minimize his sin, lest 
he ignore or neglect the right way to God. But neither must he minimize the redeeming power of Jesus Christ, lest he hang 
his head in hopelessness, or wallow in self-pity, or roam the world in despair. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  The charge: all men are under the power of sin (v.9). 
2.  The case of a sinful nature (v.10-12). 
3.  The case of a sinful tongue (v.13-14). 
4.  The case of sinful acts (v.15-18). 
5.  The case of the law (v.19-20). 

  
1.  THE CHARGE: ALL MEN ARE UNDER THE POWER SIN (v. 9). 

  
The words under sin mean to be subject to the power of or under the authority of. A man outside of Jesus Christ is 

under the power of sin and he is helpless to escape from it (cp. Galatians 3:10, 25; Galatians 4:2, 21; Galatians 5:18; 
1 Tim. 6:1). 

The religionist (Jew) is "under sin" just as much as other men are "under sin." The Scripture has just declared that 
being religious does not make men acceptable to God (cp. Romans 2:17-28). Religionists are shocked: "What then! Are 
we not better—do we not have any advantage over other men? Are we not better if we... 

•  have the Bible?" 
•  profess God?" 
•  know God's will?" 



•  approve the best things?" 
•  study the Word of God?" 
•  guide and teach others?" 
•  know the truth?" 

  
The answer is a strong exclamation: "No! Not at all! Not in any way are you better than other people. Both Jews and 

Gentiles, both religionists and non-religionists—you are all under sin." 
  
Now note. This has been the point of all that has been said in Romans... 

•  God has a case against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men (Romans 1:18-32). 
•  God has a case against the moralist (Romans 2:1-16). 
•  God has a case against the religionist (Jew) (Romans 2:17-3:8). 

  
Scripture shows that God has a case against all men. All men are "under sin." And the fact is clearly seen by any 

person who will honestly look at man and his world. 
  

"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). 
"Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all 

men, for that all have sinned" (Romans 5:12). 
"If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us" (1 John 1:8). 
"All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid 

on him the iniquity of us all" (Isaiah 53:6). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Being under the power of sin is a lot like being caught in a bed of quicksand. Why is it impossible for 

men to save themselves from sin? 
2.  Have you ever felt acceptable to God because of your heritage, your education, your nationality, your 

church membership? Why does God reject someone who is simply religious? What is the answer to becoming 
acceptable to God? 

3.  Does this verse apply to the 'really good people' in society? Why or why not? 
  

2.  THE CASE OF A SINFUL NATURE (v. 10-12). 
  
1.  A sinful nature is unrighteous (Romans 3:10; cp. Psalm 14:1): "There is none righteous, no, not one." Not a single 

person is righteous, that is, perfect and sinless—not by nature nor by act. No man has ever lived a perfect life, not 
perfect... 

•  in every thought 
•  in every word 
•  in every act 

  
"There is none righteous [perfect, sinless] no, not one." By nature, man is sinful. 
  

"The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are evil" 
(John 7:7). 

  
2.  A sinful nature is ignorant (Romans 3:11; cp. Psalm 14:2): "There is none that understands." Not a single person 

grasps, comprehends, or perceives. The word literally means to put things together. It means to look at things and to 
intelligently discern and comprehend the truth. No man looks at the world and thinks and puts the truth of things 
together—not perfectly—not about... 

•  God 
•  man 
•  the 

world 

•  the origin of 
all 

•  the purpose 
of all 

•  the destiny of 
all 

  



No one looks at the world and intelligently discerns the truth of things, not in grasping the truth... 
•  of where they have come from 
•  of why they are here 
•  of where they are going 

  
"There is none that understands." 
  

"For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they 
closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and 
should be converted, and I should heal them" (Acts 28:27). 

  
3.  A sinful nature is indifferent and selfish (Romans 3:11; cp. Psalm 14:2): "There is none that seeks after God." The 

word seek after means to seek out and search for. The idea is that of a diligent, careful, determined seeking and searching. 
No one searches and seeks after God, not after the only living and true God, not with so careful and determined a spirit. 
Why? Because men are indifferent and selfish. Men want gods that allow them to do their own thing.  

⇒ Some want gods that allow them to glory in self by demonstrating their extreme self-discipline and 
sacrifice. 

⇒ Others want gods that demand less and who allow them to live as they wish, in the pleasures and greed 
and possessions of this world. 

  
Men do not want a God who is true and living. If He is true and living, it means He is Supreme, the only One who is to 

be glorified, honored, and obeyed. Therefore, in dealing with the only living and true God, men are indifferent and selfish. 
"There is none that seeketh after God." By nature men are sinful, indifferent, and selfish.  

  
"Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the 

ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for 
manslayers, for whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for 
perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine" (1 Tim. 1:9-10). 

  
4.  A sinful nature is crooked (Romans 3:12; cp. Psalm 14:3): "They are all gone out of the way." The Greek means 

that men lean out, turn away, and turn aside... 
•  from God 
•  from the way that leads to God 
•  to another way 

  
Men are crooked; they are not straight with God. They do not follow God nor pursue the right way to God. They take 

another path, another road, another way. 
  

"For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls" 
(1 Peter 2:25). 

  
5.  A sinful nature is useless (Romans 3:12; cp. Psalm 14:3): "They are together become unprofitable". The word 

means to become worthless, useless, sour, bad. (Cp. sour milk.) All men without Christ are worthless, useless, sour, bad. 
  

"Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is 
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men" (Matthew 5:13). 

  
6.  A sinful nature is evil (Romans 3:12; cp. Psalm 14:3): "There is none that doeth good, no, not one." The word good 

means moral goodness, kindness, graciousness, gentleness, justice. All men fail in being good toward God and their 
neighbors, in being... 

•  kind 
• 

 gracious 

• 
 gentle 

• 
 just 

  
Men come short—too often, too much. "There is none that doeth good [not always, not perfectly], no, not one." 



  
"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed 

appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness" (Matthew 23:27). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Men who are living in habitual sin have gained a pride and an arrogance that keeps them from seeing the evil of 

their ways. Sin is nothing to be proud of! 
  

"A certain man used to come home dead drunk each night. He was always so inebriated [drunk] that he 
would fall into bed fully clothed, pass out, and then snore loudly all night long. His wife was losing so 
much sleep because of his snoring that she went to a doctor and said, 'Doctor, I can't stand it any longer. If 
you will tell me how to keep him from snoring, I will pay you anything!' The doctor told her that whenever 
her husband passed out and started snoring, she was to take a ribbon and tie it around his nose, and his 
snoring would stop. 

"That night, her husband came in as usual, fell across the bed fully dressed, passed out, and started 
snoring. The wife got up, pulled a blue ribbon from her dresser, and tied it around his nose. Sure enough, 
the snoring stopped. The next morning, the wife woke up refreshed from a solid night's sleep. She asked her 
husband as he was awakening, 'Where were you last night?' The husband, still fully clothed, looked in the 
mirror and seeing the blue ribbon around his nose, replied, 'I don't know, but wherever I was, I won first 
prize!'"   

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Are there sins in your life you are immune to? Proud of? Happy to get away with? What kind of change 
do you need to make in your attitude? 

2.  Think of a day when you were on your best behavior. Were you perfect? Were you beyond temptation? 
Why do you still need God no matter how good you are, no matter how religious you are, no matter how old 
you are? 

  
3.  THE CASE OF A SINFUL TONGUE (v. 13-14). 

  
1.  A sinful tongue is foul and corrupt (Romans 3:13; cp. Psalm 5:9): "Their throat is an open sepulchre [grave]." An 

open grave is foul, and it is a symbol of corruption. So is a man with a sinful mouth. His mouth is... 
•  foul 
• 

 dirty 
• 

 obscene 

• 
 polluted 

•  filthy 
• 

 detestable 

•  profane 
• 

 dishonorable 
•  offensive

  
The obscene mouth may range from off-colored humor to dirty jokes, from immoral suggestions to outright 

propositions. But no matter, a man with a foul mouth stinks just like an open grave; his filthiness causes corruption, the 
decay of character. The filth from his mouth eats and eats away at his character and at the character of his listeners so 
much that he becomes as offensive as that of a decayed corpse. The foul, filthy mouth kills character, its attractiveness, 
trust, faithfulness, morality, honor, and godliness. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Bad breath, 'morning breath,' halitosis—these are so offensive that most people would not even consider going 

off to work, school, or on a date without brushing their teeth first. And yet the foul odor of bad breath is not nearly 
as offensive as the foul words men allow to come out of their mouths without a second thought. We should all be 
as wise to clean our language, our thoughts, and our hearts as we are to clean our teeth and breath! 

  
"And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth 

the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell" (James 3:6). 
  
2.  A sinful tongue is deceitful (Romans 3:13; cp. Psalm 5:9): "They have used deceit." The Greek says, "They make 

smooth their tongue." A deceitful person has... 
•  a false tongue •  a beguiling 



•  a lying tongue 
•  a cheating 

tongue 
•  a misleading 

tongue 
•  a treacherous 

tongue 

tongue 
•  a deluding 

tongue 
•  a flattering 

tongue 
•  a smooth 

talking tongue 
  
The word deceit is continuous action: "They kept on deceiving." Man is not only guilty of deceiving but of constantly 

deceiving. He is constantly hiding and camouflaging his true thoughts, feelings, and behavior, seeking to protect himself 
or to get whatever he is after. 

  
"His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and fraud: under his tongue is mischief and vanity" (Psalm 

10:7). 
"The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?" (Jeremiah 17:9). 

  
3.  A sinful tongue is piercing and poisonous (Romans 3:13; cp. Psalm 140:3): "The poison of asps is under their lips." 

The asp is the cobra, a deadly snake. God charges men with having tongues that are just as piercing and poisonous as the 
tongue of the deadly cobra. The idea is that the tongues of some people have a diabolical nature; they are filled with so 
much malice that they set out to inflict punishment. A poisonous tongue... 

•  talks about and gossips 
•  strikes out against 
•  inserts and spreads venom 
•  poisons character and 

reputation 
•  desires to cause suffering 
•  lies in wait to strike 
•  seeks to hurt and destroy 

  
"They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; adders' poison is under their lips" (Psalm 

140:3). 
  
4.  A sinful tongue is full of cursing and bitterness (Romans 3:14; cp. Psalm 10:7): "Whose mouth is full of cursing 

and bitterness." Cursing is sin; a cursing tongue is a sinful tongue. (See Matthew 5:33-37 and Matthew 23:16-22.) Jesus 
Christ says:  

  
"Swear not at all....but let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these 

cometh of evil" (Matthew 5:34, 37). 
  

a. Men use profanity; in fact, their mouth is full of cursing and swearing. They curse both God and men. 
Their cursing may range from what society considers to be a mild word of slang to using God's name in vain. 
No matter how mild or how acceptable to society, it is sin. God's case against man is that his mouth is full of 
cursing (cp. James 3:8-10).  

  
"But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne" (Matthew 5:34). 

  
Note a man's cursing shall fall upon him. 

  
"As he loved cursing, so let it come unto him: as he delighted not in blessing, so let it be far from 

him. As he clothed himself with cursing like as with his garment, so let it come into his bowels like 
water, and like oil into his bones" (Psalm 109:17-18.) 

  
b. Man's mouth is also full of bitterness. His tongue is often... 

•  sharp 
• 

 resentful 

•  stressful 
•  intense 
•  relentless 



•  cynical 
•  cold 
•  harsh 

•  distasteful 
•  unpleasant 

  
Any expression involving any of these is sin to God. God desires men to be filled with love, joy, and peace 

and to express such. Anything less than the expression of these is sin. This is God's case against men: a tongue 
full of cursing and bitterness. 

  
"Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, 

with all malice" (Ephes. 4:31). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Think back over the past week: Have all of the things you said been kind, true, necessary? Is it really 

possible to control every word and every motive behind every word? How? 
2.  Why does a filthy mouth cause such damage to its owner? 
3.  What can you do when you are around someone who is using language that is off-colored, foul, mean-

spirited, or untrue? 
  

4.  THE CASE OF SINFUL ACTS (v. 15-18). 
  
1.  Sinful acts are murderous acts (Romans 3:15; cp. Isaiah 59:7): "Their feet are swift to shed blood." Note the word 

swift. Men jump to kill; they are ready to spill and pour out blood... 
•  out of hurt and shame 
•  out to have their own way 
•  out to get what they want 

  
Men are cruel; they have natures that are prideful, selfish, and greedy. They continually seek to possess, even if it 

means turning against others... 
•  inflicting pain and suffering 
•  causing grief and injury 
•  teasing and tormenting 
•  killing and slaughtering 
•  mutilating and mangling 

  
God's case against man is that he is a murderer. His feet are "swift to shed blood." 
  

"Thou shalt not kill" (Exodus 20:13). 
"Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in 

him" (1 John 3:15). 
  
2.  Sinful acts are oppressive acts that destroy and cause misery (Romans 3:16; cp. Isaiah 59:7): "Destruction and 

misery are in their ways." Man is oppressive; he destroys and causes misery wherever he goes. Because of his pride, 
selfishness, and greed, man destroys... 

•  the land 
(pollution) 

•  the cities 
•  the nations 
•  the country 
•  the government 

•  the people
•  the shops 
•  the houses
•  the 

property 

  
He destroys and causes misery wherever he goes, even within his own family, neighborhood, and city. Whether by 

simple argument within his own family or by war, he is so destructive and full of misery that he brings destruction and 
misery wherever he goes. 



3.  Sinful acts are restless, disturbing, and warring acts (Romans 3:17; cp. Isaiah 59:8): "And the way of peace have 
they not known." The idea is that men do not experience peace. They do not possess peace within themselves nor among 
others. They do not know peaceful ways, do not know... 

•  how to secure peace 
•  how to keep peace 

  
Men are not peaceful within; they are restless. Their own souls are in a civil war that experiences constant conflict. 

Therefore, men fail to secure peace not only within themselves but among others. Wherever men are, they disturb and 
bring conflict and war to others. This is God's case against men. 

  
"In the morning thou shalt say, Would God it were even! and at even thou shalt say, Would God it were 

morning! for the fear of thine heart wherewith thou shalt fear, and for the sight of thine eyes which thou 
shalt see" (Deut. 28:67). 

"The way of peace they know not; and there is no judgment in their goings: they have made them 
crooked paths; whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace" (Isaiah 59:8). 

  
4.  Sinful acts are godless, irreverent, disrespectful acts (Romans 3:18; cp. Psalm 36:1): "There is no fear of God 

before their eyes." Their eyes and their attention are focused upon other things. They ignore and neglect God, living as 
though there is no God. They sense little if any responsibility toward God. They do not fear God; they do not fear His 
anger or wrath or judgment against them. They sense little desire or need to worship God or to study His Word and will. 
They seldom if ever praise and honor Him or do as He commands. The fear of God is not before their eyes; therefore, this 
is God's case against men. 

  
"And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate 

mind, to do those things which are not convenient" (Romans 1:28). 
"They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof" (Proverbs 1:30). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
One of society's greatest tragedies has been the loss of the fear of God. What is being dumped on our culture is 

shocking: 
⇒ Brazen crimes are being committed in broad daylight. 
⇒ Pornography on television and in books and movies is graphic, destructively graphic. 
⇒ God's name is constantly being used as a derogatory slang word. 
⇒ Morality is being mocked as "old-fashioned." 
⇒ Violent and militant hate groups are springing up all over the world. 

  
It is this kind of arrogance that has leveled every safeguard put in place by God-fearing people. Now, even the 

houses of worship are under attack! 
  

It was a dark summer night, 1996, small town, USA. The final step of an evil plan that was even darker 
than the night was getting ready to be carried out. Two men whose eyes were red with hate stepped close to 
the window of the country church. Peering inside the empty building, they saw the rows of pews that 
usually held the devoted flock of believers. Looking across the room was the pulpit that resounded with 
triumph every Sunday. The choir loft, empty now, seemed to ring with the yielded voices of praise. 
Weddings that brought believers together were a part of this building. Funerals that told believers good-
bye until a later day were the glue that helped the flock keep the faith. Yes, there were a lot a memories in 
this meeting place. 

The memories. That was all that was left of the old country church the next morning. The arsonist's fire 
had completely destroyed the building. Standing outside the smoldering ruins that day, a little girl held her 
daddy's hand and said, "Daddy, why? Aren't people afraid of God anymore?" 

  
The little girl asked a good question: Aren't people afraid of God anymore? This scene could have been in any 

church, any town, any country, any time of the day. No person, no place, no organization has a monopoly on sinful 
acts. Day by day the world grows a little more arrogant and bold in its misdeeds. Where do you fit in? Do you fear 
the Lord? Will you take a stand? 

  



QUESTIONS: 
1.  Sinful men are intoxicated with the feeling and power of sin. How can you guard yourself from being 

overcome by the desires and power of sin? 
2.  Hopefully you would never harm much less murder a person. But have you ever held hate in your heart 

for someone? Have you ever wished someone ill-will? How do these kinds of emotions enter your heart? What 
is the best way to deal with these emotions? 

3.  The depraved nature of man destroys and causes misery. What has man destroyed that has affected you 
personally? 

4.  In today's society, the fear of God has been forgotten by many—even by some believers. What causes 
this spiritual tragedy? In what ways can you reinforce your fear of God? 

  
5.  THE CASE OF THE LAW (v. 19-20). 

  
Note five points. 
  
1.  The law or Scripture speaks to all. Note the words "we know." Paul means that this is an obvious truth, a clear truth 

that cannot be missed. All that has just been said has been quoted from Scripture (Romans 3:9-18), and Scripture speaks 
and is intended for everyone. Therefore, all are guilty before God, both Jew and Gentile. Scripture charges everyone with 
sin, declaring that "all are under sin"—all are subject to its power and authority. No one escapes the charge of God's law. 
The case of God's law is against everyone, both religionist and heathen. 

2.  The law or Scripture stops all boasting, every mouth that acts self-sufficient and declares the goodness of men. In 
light of man's sinful nature and tongue and behavior, who can boast? Who can declare man's goodness and righteousness 
and capabilities? Who can say anything against God's case against men? Scripture declares that no man is good, leaving 
only One who could be good, and that is God. God alone is good; God alone deserves praise and honor and glory. Man 
can boast in God and in God alone. Man is silenced; he has no reason and no right to boast in himself. The law, God's case 
against man, stops his mouth. 

  
"For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, 

have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God" (Romans 10:3). 
"[The law] was added because of transgressions" (Galatians 3:19). 

  
3.  The law or Scripture makes all the world guilty before God. God's law declares: 
  

"For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one 
that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them" (Galatians 3:10). 

  
No one escapes. All the world stands face to face before God—stands imperfect, stands short of His glory, stands 

guilty of sin. 
4.  The law justifies no flesh. Note carefully what is being said. 

⇒ No law and no deed of the law will ever justify a man (make him acceptable to God). 
⇒ Man cannot be justified by keeping any law or work. 
⇒ Man cannot be justified by any righteousness or good deed of his own. 
⇒ No flesh, no man, will be justified in God's sight, not by the law. 

  
"Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, 

for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of 
mothers, for manslayers, for whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for 
menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound 
doctrine" (1 Tim. 1:9-10). 

  
5.  The law shows man that he is sinful. The purpose of the law is not to justify, but to point out sin, to tell a man that 

he is a sinner. The law was given to make a man aware of his sin. Why? So that man would know he is sinful and that he 
needs to seek God for forgiveness and salvation. 

  
"But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 

prophets; even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that 



believe: for there is no difference: for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; being justified 
freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus" (Romans 3:21-24). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What is the ultimate purpose of the law? Do you allow the law to do its work—what it is supposed to 
do—in your heart and life? 

2.  What does the law do to the pride of any man? 
3.  Without the law, how would you have come to see your need for Christ? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
Remember: every man is sinful. Every man is lost. Your only hope of escaping condemnation is in Jesus Christ. For 

thousands of years, people all over the world have come to their end without hope. But Jesus Christ came to earth and 
died for our sins. The believer now has hope, even though God has a solid case against mankind.  

  
1.  The charge: all men are under the power of sin. 
2.  The case of a sinful nature. 
3.  The case of a sinful tongue. 
4.  The case of sinful acts. 
5.  The case of the law. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  
 
FAITH AND JUSTIFICATION: THE WAY FOR THE WORLD TO BE RIGHT WITH GOD, 3:21-5:21 
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Study 1: RIGHTEOUSNESS: THE WAY TO BE RIGHT WITH GOD 
Text: Romans 3:21-26 
Aim: To accept the gift of God's righteousness; to get right with God. 
Memory Verse: 
"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
You might have heard about the man who wanted to get right with God. Assuming that God loved chocolate cake, this 

man determined in his heart to make a cake for God every day. This ritual went on for years. All the time, this man 
thought he was doing something that pleased God. One day while a friend was visiting, the friend remarked, "Why are 
you making all these cakes?" The man was quick to respond with a hint of pride, "I'm making these cakes for God." "But 
why?" asked the friend. "Don't you know that God loves ANGEL FOOD CAKE!" 

In every generation, men have assumed to know what God liked. They assumed: 
⇒ that God could be known by the wisdom of men 
⇒ that the way to gain God's favor was by good behavior 
⇒ that despite sin, man could still become acceptable to God by doing a good deed here and there 
⇒ that the way to get right with God was by acting religious 

  
None of these assumptions are valid. Too often, men put more trust in assumptions than they do in God's Word. God 

has a lot to say about what He requires from men who want to get right with Him. 
  



The "righteousness of God" is used in three ways in Scripture. 
1.  Righteousness refers to God's character. It means the righteousness, justice, and perfection which God Himself 

possesses and shows. 
2.  Righteousness reveals man's lack of godly character. It reveals the sinful, depraved, unrighteous, unjust, and 

imperfect nature and behavior of man. 
3.  Righteousness means the perfection which God provides for man in Christ Jesus. When a man allows the Lord 

Jesus Christ to take his sins, he is given the righteousness of God. Christ robes the man in the righteousness of God 
Himself—by faith (2 Cor. 5:21; Phil. 3:9). 

  
The context is usually clear as to which meaning is meant. (See Matthew 5:6) 
  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Righteousness is now revealed (v.21-22). 
2.  Righteousness is for everyone (v.22-23). 
3.  Righteousness is only possible through justification (v.24). 
4.  Righteousness is by an act of God alone: by propitiation (sacrifice) (v.25). 
5.  Righteousness has one purpose: to proclaim God's personal righteousness (v.25-26). 

  
1.  RIGHTEOUSNESS IS NOW REVEALED (v. 21-22). 

  
God has "now" revealed how man is to get right with Him. The word "now" is a significant turning point in the 

message of Romans. It indicates a pivotal point in human history. It is saying two things. 
⇒ Before, back then, hundreds and hundreds of years ago, God had patience in that He put up with man's 

attempts at self-righteousness through the law. But now the period of God's righteousness has come—the 
righteousness that is found in God's very own Son. 

⇒ Before, back then, man sinned and sinned, learning the impossibility of putting away his own sin. Man's 
period of time under law showed him the impossibility of securing righteousness on his own. But now the 
period of God's righteousness has come—the righteousness that is found in God's very own Son. 

  
1.  God's righteousness for man is "without law." Righteousness has to be without law, for the law fails in two critical 

areas. 
a. The law does not allow disobedience; it requires obedience. Anyone who disobeys the law becomes a 

lawbreaker, a transgressor. He is guilty and to be condemned. And everyone is disobedient at some time and is, 
therefore, guilty. 

b. The law does not have the power to make a person obedient. It does not have the power to prevent a 
person from disobeying. It only shows a person's disobedience and inadequate strength to be obedient. It only 
reveals a person's inability to secure any righteousness whatsoever by self-effort. Therefore, if God was to have 
men living in His presence, He had to provide a righteousness "without law." There had to be a righteousness 
that had nothing to do with law. 

2.  God's righteousness for man was foretold by the Old Testament (prophets and law). This is clearly seen in the next 
chapter in the lives of Abraham and David (Romans 4:1f). (Cp. John 5:39, 46; 1 Peter 1:10-11.) 

3.  God's righteousness is revealed in Jesus Christ. When Jesus Christ came to earth, He came to reveal the perfect 
righteousness of God. Jesus Christ came to live... 

•  the sinless 
life 

•  the perfect 
life 

•  the Ideal life 

•  the representative 
life 

•  the pattern life 

  
Jesus Christ is the perfect embodiment of God's righteousness. In fact, Jesus Christ is God's righteousness; or to say it 

another way, the righteousness of God is Jesus Christ. God's righteousness is now revealed in and through Jesus Christ 
Himself. 

  
"[That I may] be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 

through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith" (Phil. 3:9). 
  



ILLUSTRATION: 
Having the righteousness of God in your life makes all the difference in the world. This story reminds us how 

futile the righteousness of men is. 
  

There was a young man who really liked to play baseball. He was a novice; he couldn't hit very well, 
but he really liked to play during those Saturday afternoon games at the park. Seeking to improve his skills, 
he made a trip to the local sporting goods store and bought a brand-name bat—just like the one his favorite 
professional player used. Thinking to himself, the young man said, "If that guy can hit the ball a mile with 
this bat, then so can I!" 

And so he bought the bat and used it every Saturday that summer. But nothing changed. The man swung 
the bat just like he always had and the only thing he hit was the ground as he threw down his prized bat. 

  
This man came to learn a very important lesson that summer: the secret is not in the bat, but in the one who is 

swinging the bat. The same principle can be applied to righteousness. Our righteousness does not come from how 
hard we try, but from the One who is the very embodiment of righteousness Himself. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Think about it. If you could only achieve righteousness through obedience to the law, would you ever 
achieve it? How did God use the law to bring you to Christ? 

2.  Why is the law powerless to make you obedient? 
3.  God's righteousness is revealed in Jesus Christ. Why is this so much better than God demanding that 

you keep the law? 
  

2.  RIGHTEOUSNESS IS FOR EVERYONE (v. 22-23). 
  
Scripture is clear in its declaration. 
  
1.  Righteousness is for all who believe. Note that righteousness is both given to the believer and laid upon the 

believer. 
a. Righteousness is given to the believer as a possession. 

  
"Whereby are given unto us exceeding great promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the 

divine nature [righteousness], having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust" 
(2 Peter 1:4). 

  
b. Righteousness is laid upon the believer as a covering or clothing. 

  
"For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 

righteousness of God in him" (2 Cor. 5:21). 
  
2.  Righteousness is needed by all. There is no difference and no distinction between men. There are two reasons. 

a. All men are sinners. The word sinned here is a once-for-all happening. It looks back to the historical 
entrance of sin into the world. This means that all men... 

•  inherited the nature of their sinful fathers and mothers 
•  have sinned and are sinners 
•  cannot keep from sinning and will sin 

  
"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). 
"But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ 

might be given to them that believe" (Galatians 3:22). 
  

b. All men "come short of God's glory." The tense is present: all men are coming short, that is, continually 
coming short of God's glory. Men are in a state or condition of being short of God's glory (see A CLOSER 
LOOK, Glory—Romans 3:23 for discussion). 

  
QUESTIONS: 



1.  Righteousness has been given to every believer as a personal possession. What did you do to deserve 
this gift? 

2.  The Bible says our righteousness is like filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). What makes God's righteousness better 
than ours? Which one are you more prone to wear? Your own righteousness or God's righteousness? Why? 

3.  Are you aware of the need for God's righteousness in your life? How can you become more conscious of 
the need? 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(3:23) Glory—God, Glory of: the "glory of God" is God's standard for man. It means His moral glory. It means His 

excellence, splendor, brilliance, brightness, magnificence, preeminence, dignity, majesty, and grace. It means the absolute 
perfection of God, the perfection of His person. It is this "glory of God" which demands that man correspond perfectly 
with God—if man wishes to be at peace with God and to live in His presence. 

1.  Glory is light, perfect light. It is the very highest degree of light: the perfection of splendor, brightness, brilliance, 
resplendence. This is seen in many passages. 

⇒ John saw how bright the glory of God is when he had the vision of the new Jerusalem. (The new 
Jerusalem will be the center or capital of world government in the new heavens and earth.) 

  
"The holy Jerusalem...having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone, most 

precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal" (Rev. 21:10-11). 
"And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did 

lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof" (Rev. 21:23). 
  
  

⇒ Jesus experienced the light of God's glory. 
  

"And [Jesus] was transfigured before them: and His face did shine as the sun, and His raiment 
was white as the light" (Matthew 17:2). 

  
⇒ Paul experienced the light of God's glory. 

  
"There shone a great light round about me. And I fell unto the ground....And when I could not 

see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of them that were with me, I came into 
Damascus" (Acts 22:6, 11; cp. Acts 9:3-9). 

  
⇒ Moses experienced the light of God's glory. 

  
"Moses wist [knew] not that the skin of his face shone while he [God] talked with him...the skin 

of his face shone; and they [the people] were afraid to come nigh him" (Exodus 34:29-30; cp. Exodus 
34:29-35). 

  
2.  Glory is purity, perfect purity. It is the very highest degree of virtue and goodness, of quality and morality. It is the 

highest excellence of character and the perfection of being. 
  

"God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all" (1 John 1:5). 
"There is none good but One, that is, God" (Matthew 19:17). 
"Your Father which is in heaven is perfect" (Matthew 5:48). 
"Thou only art holy" (Rev. 15:4). 

  
3.  Glory is majesty, perfect majesty. It is the very highest degree of preeminence and magnificence, of dignity and 

honor, of meriting worship and praise. 
  

"I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up....And one cried unto another, and said, 
"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory" (Isaiah 6:1, 3). 

  



4.  Glory is being, perfect being. It is the very highest degree of worth, quality and merit, preciousness and value. (See 
John 17:2-3.) 

  
"Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and 

for thy pleasure they are and were created" (Rev. 4:11). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Do you think it is possible for mortal man to experience the light of God's glory? Why or why not? 
2.  God has called men to live in His presence. How often do you take advantage of His gracious offer? 

What do you need to rearrange in your schedule so you can spend more time in God's presence? 
  

3.  RIGHTEOUSNESS IS ONLY POSSIBLE THROUGH JUSTIFICATION (v. 24).  
  
Remember: When a person believes the gospel—really believes that Christ saves him—God takes that person's faith 

and counts it for righteousness. The person is not righteous; he is still imperfect, still corruptible, and still short of God's 
glory as a sinful human being. But he does believe that Jesus Christ saves him. Such belief honors God's Son, and because 
of that, God accepts and counts that person's faith as righteousness. Therefore, he becomes acceptable to God. This is 
justification; this is what is meant by being justified before God. 

Note two significant facts. 
1.  Justification is a free gift of God. Man in no way earns it. Man is justified by God's grace and by God's grace alone. 

(See Romans 4:16; Titus 2:15.) 
2.  Justification is only through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus (see A CLOSER LOOK, Redemption—

Romans 3:24 for discussion). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Righteousness and justification have a major factor in common. What is that factor? 
2.  Why is justification such an important element in the believer's life? Do you live like it is important to 

you? 
3.  Are you faithful to tell others what justification means and why it is important? How can you become 

more comfortable and competent in talking about justification? 
  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(3:24) Redemption: to redeem, to deliver by paying a price. The word is used three ways in the New Testament. 
1.  It means to redeem: to deliver; to set free from the slave market of sin, death, and hell. 
  

"For ye are bought [redeemed] with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God's" (1 Cor. 6:20). 

  
2.  It means to redeem out of: to deliver out of the enslavement to sin, death, and hell. It means to be delivered out of 

and never returned. 
  

"Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed 
is every one that hangeth on a tree" (Galatians 3:13). 

  
3.  It means to redeem: to deliver by paying a price, to buy. 
  

"Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works" (Titus 2:14). 

  
Redemption is "in Christ Jesus," brought about through His death and sufferings. Of this there can be no doubt; the fact 

is critical to a person's destiny. Redemption is not brought about... 
•  by the life of Christ 
•  by the power of Christ 
•  by the example of Christ 

  



Scripture is abundantly clear about this. His cross and His sacrifice in death are what brought about redemption. 
Redemption is... 

• 
 accomplished 

•  brought 
about 

•  produced 

• 
 effected 

• 
 fulfilled 

•  a fact 

•  a 
reality 

•  a truth

  
...because of the shed blood of Jesus Christ, God's very own Son. 
  

"For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement 
for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul" (Leviticus 17:11). 

"Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many" (Matthew 20:28). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What has Jesus Christ redeemed you out of? Do you live each day in a spirit of gratitude for what He 
has done? Or do you tend to forget and take your redemption for granted? 

2.  Why is the shed blood of Christ such a critical truth for the believer to understand? 
  

4.  RIGHTEOUSNESS IS BY AN ACT OF GOD ALONE: BY PROPITIATION (SACRIFICE) (v. 25). 
  
Propitiation means to be a sacrifice, a covering, a satisfaction, a payment, an appeasement for sin. Note two very 

significant points. 
1.  God is the One who set forth Christ to be the propitiation for man's sins. 

⇒ God set Christ before Himself, purposed that He be the propitiation or the sacrifice for man's sin. 
⇒ God set Christ publicly before the world, showing that He is definitely the propitiation for the world's 

sins. 
  
2.  It is Christ Himself who is the propitiation for man's sins. But note: it is not His teachings, power, example, or life 

that make Christ the propitiation. It is His blood—His sacrifice, His death, His sufferings, His cross—that causes God to 
accept Jesus as the propitiation. It is the blood of Christ that God accepts as... 

•  the sacrifice for our sins 
•  the covering for our sins 
•  the satisfaction for our sins 
•  the payment for the penalty of our sins 
•  the appeasement of His wrath against sin 

  
What does the Bible mean by "the blood of Christ"? It means the willingness of Christ to die (shed His blood) for man. 

It means the supreme sacrifice Christ paid for man's sins. It means the terrible sufferings Christ underwent for man's sins. 
(See Matthew 20:19.) It means the voluntary laying down of His life for man's sins (John 10:17-18). 

  
"Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful 

and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation [propitiation] for the sins of the 
people" (Hebrews 2:17). 

  
APPLICATION: 
Have you ever made a sacrifice for someone? Covered a payment for someone? Concealed someone else's 

mistake? Tried to smooth things over for someone? In each of these cases, you were doing something for 
someone... 

•  not because you wanted to abandon the person but because you loved or cared for the person 
•  not because you had to but because you chose to 
•  not because the person asked you to help but because the person could not help himself 
•  not because the person necessarily deserved your help but because he needed your help 

  
This is what Christ did for you. This is what propitiation means. Christ died for you because... 



•  He loves you 
•  He chose to die for you 
•  you could not help yourself 
•  you needed His help 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  If Christ had not been your propitiation, your sacrifice, how could you become acceptable to God? 
2.  Do you fully appreciate what Christ did in sacrificing His life for you? How can you show your 

appreciation? 
  

5.  RIGHTEOUSNESS HAS ONE GREAT PURPOSE: TO PROCLAIM GOD'S PERSONAL 
RIGHTEOUSNESS (v. 25-26). 

  
God is righteous and just; therefore, He always does what is right, and He always acts justly toward all persons. This is 

the reason He has provided a perfect righteousness for man. It was the thing to do: the right thing and the just thing. He is 
righteous by nature; therefore, he provided righteousness for man. God's righteousness is seen in four glorious facts. 

1.  God's righteousness is seen in that He forgives sin. Christ died for our sins, and God accepts His death as the 
propitiation or the sacrifice for our sins. Now note: God did not betray Christ or man; He did not reject Christ's death. He 
did not act unjustly and unrighteously. On the contrary, God did what was right. He acted righteously and justly. He 
accepted the death of Christ as the sacrifice for our sins; therefore, His forgiveness of sins declares that He is righteous. 

  
"For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins" (Matthew 

26:28). 
  
2.  God's righteousness is seen in His forbearance, that is, in His patience and longsuffering with man's sin. Note a 

most glorious fact: God did not punish man for His sin by destroying all flesh from off the earth; God waited until Christ 
came before condemning sin in the flesh. Remember God is perfect righteousness; therefore, He has to provide a perfect 
righteousness for man "in the flesh." 

⇒ There was no man who could embody perfect righteousness. 
⇒ Only God's Son could and did embody perfect righteousness. 

  
The fact that God waited until Christ came, that God was forbearing in holding back the punishment of sin, shows that 

God is righteous. God's righteousness and His justice are declared by His forbearance. 
  

"For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh" (Romans 8:3). 

  
3.  God's righteousness is seen in His justice. God accepted the death of Christ as the substitute for our sins; He 

imposed the punishment for sin upon Christ. He did the right and just thing. His righteousness is declared by His justice. 
  

"Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all" 
(Isaiah 53:4-6). 

  
4.  God's righteousness is seen in His being the justifier of all who believe. God takes our faith and counts it as 

righteousness. He takes our faith and judges us acceptable to Him. Now every thinking man knows he is not righteous: not 
pure, not holy, not sinless. The fact that God accepts the death of Christ as the sacrifice for our sins and justifies us shows 
a marvelous truth: it shows that God is righteous and just. The fact that God is our Justifier declares His righteousness. 

  
"Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith" 

(Galatians 3:24). 
  

APPLICATION: 
A good parent will show his true colors when his child does wrong. He should... 



•  be forgiving 
•  be patient 
•  punish fairly 
•  restore the relationship with the child 

  
This is what God does with each of His children—only perfectly so.. What an example for us to follow! 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
God has given every believer the great gift of faith. In turn, He takes the faith He has given and counts it as 

righteousness. This story illustrates the point. 
  

"You've probably heard it said, 'It doesn't matter what you believe; it's how you live that counts. 
"A. J. Gordon encountered this philosophy one time as he talked with a fellow passenger on a train. The 

man believed he could get to heaven by his good works. Pointing to the conductor who was making his way 
through the coach, Gordon asked his new friend, 'Did you ever notice how carefully he always examines 
the ticket but takes no pains whatever to inspect the passenger?'... 

"'You see,' continued Gordon, 'the passenger and the ticket are accepted together. If he doesn't have 
one, or has the wrong one, he will be asked to get off the train—no matter how honest he might appear to 
be. Just as the ticket stands for the man, faith stands for you.'"   

  
Christ has already paid for your ticket. He has already offered you a trip for all eternity into God's presence. 

The question is, have you accepted His offer? Are you on your way? Or are you still trying to achieve God's 
righteousness on your own? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  God is ALWAYS right. Why do people still question God's timing or ways? 
2.  Have you ever felt that God could never forgive something you did before you became a believer? What 

assurance does God give you in this passage? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
Are you right with God? This is one of the most important questions you will ever be asked. It is a question that will 

chart your present and your future. The way to be right with God is to receive His righteousness and let it clothe your life. 
How does God's righteousness have a bearing on your life? 

  
1.  Righteousness is now revealed in Jesus Christ. 
2.  Righteousness is for everyone. 
3.  Righteousness is only possible through justification, through redemption in Jesus Christ. 
4.  Righteousness is by an act of God alone: by propitiation, through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 
5.  Righteousness has one purpose: to proclaim God's personal righteousness. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  

Study 2: FAITH: THE WAY THAT PUTS AN END TO HUMAN BOASTING AND PRIDE, TO 
SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS AND WORKS 

Text: Romans 3:27-31 
Aim: To discover the great value of true faith, the faith that is truly placed in God. 



Memory Verse: 
"Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law" (Romans 3:28). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
As you go through an average day, what things do you place your faith in? Think about it for a moment. Is your faith 

in... 
•  the stability of the economy? 
•  the goodness of mankind? 
•  your own abilities and strength? 

  
Faith in God should be the greatest tool in the believer's life. But as great as faith is, it is often misguided. Faith 

becomes misguided when the object of your faith is not in God. Whenever faith is removed from God and placed in 
anything else, the results are predictable. 

  
You have probably heard about the man who amazed the crowd as he walked on a tight-rope across Niagara 

Falls. The man who performed this death-defying act received the nervous applause of the people. Scanning the 
crowd, he asked a certain boy this question: "Do you think I can carry a man on my shoulders on this tight-rope to 
the other side?" The boy nodded yes. Then the high-wire specialist asked the boy another question: "Do you think I 
can carry YOU across these falls?" The boy answered with his feet as he quickly ran back into the crowd! 

  
As the story vividly points out, claiming to have faith and having faith are two entirely different things! This passage 

discusses the power of true faith, revealing four things that faith does. 
  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Faith excludes boasting (v.27). 
2.  Faith justifies a man without the works of the law (v.28). 
3.  Faith reveals only one God, who deals with all equally (v.29-30). 
4.  Faith upholds and establishes the law (v.31). 

  
1.  FAITH EXCLUDES BOASTING (v. 27). 

  
Boasting is now excluded and eliminated, banished and made impossible. No man can boast in himself before God. No 

man can boast in his own righteousness, goodness, merit, or virtue.  
What is it that keeps man from boasting and glorying in himself? This is puzzling. Think about it, all the advancements 

of man... 
•  the scientific and technological advancements 
•  the medical and health advancements 
•  the commercial and farming advancements 
•  the comfort and recreational advancements 

  
When man is considered, the power of his mind and all that he is able to produce, it is very difficult for some to 

understand why man cannot boast in himself. What is it, then, that forbids man to boast in himself? What kind of law 
would prohibit man from glorying in his ability and achievements? 

1.  It is not the law of works. The law of works does not exclude boasting; it promotes boasting. When a man looks at 
what he has done, at the works of his hands, he is led to boast and to glory in himself. A law of works does not discourage 
boasting, it encourages it. A law of works encourages a man to be selfish, self-centered, prideful, and self-righteous. It 
causes a man to stand before God and other men and declare that he... 

•  is more acceptable than others 
•  is more deserving than others 
•  has achieved more than others 
•  is more sufficient than others 
•  is more adequate than others 
•  has no need beyond himself and this world 

  



A law of works causes men to be focused upon self. It causes men to center the world around themselves: to look upon 
themselves as the power that creates and sustains the world, as the power that gives purpose, meaning, and significance to 
life. A law of works encourages boasting; it does not exclude it. 

  
"Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits" (Romans 

12:16). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
A person who has bound his life to the law of works is bound to be full of pride. There can be no other result, 

no other conclusion. The law of works enthrones self as the most important person in the universe. 
  

Andy was a key employee in a small local business. Working with a team of other well-trained 
employees, it did not take long for the business to make great gains. And as the business began its rapid 
rise, Andy rose with it. After being promoted to assistant manager, Andy's personality began to change. As 
the praise began to flow down from upper management, Andy was quick to take all the credit. "After all," 
he told himself, "I'm the driving force behind the business." 

Forgetting the fact that the strength of the business was in how the whole team worked together, Andy 
began to place his picture on all the advertisements. The more his ego was stroked, the more attention he 
sought. As the result of an ambitious marketing campaign, Andy's picture was all across town. It amused 
him to drive down main street and see his picture on a billboard. "If I keep up the good work, the sky is the 
limit!" 

One day Andy's fame was converted to shame. Not satisfied with his current income, he wanted more. 
He was able to rationalize his decision to cheat the company and steal from his customers because 'he 
deserved to make a little more.' It did not take long for this twisted decision to give Andy the kind of 
publicity he did not want. This key employee quickly became a disgraced ex-employee—a man whose 
picture reminded his former customers just what kind of person Andy really was: an egotistical, self-
centered crook. 

  
There is a real temptation to over-emphasize our own importance. This temptation will quickly become sin if 

we are bound to a law of works, of always having to prove our value to others. How prone are you to use other 
people as your stepping stones to success? 

  
2.  It is the law of faith. The law of faith excludes boasting. Man has to boast in God when man believes what Scripture 

has just declared (Romans 1:18-3:26)... 
•  that God is (does exist), 
•  that God is the Creator of the universe and can be known by man, 
•  that man is short of God's glory and righteousness, 
•  that God has provided righteousness for man through faith. 

  
It is God who has created and given man his ability, who has provided righteousness for man. God has provided the 

way for man to be saved from sin, death, and hell. Therefore, man has to boast in God and not in self, for God is the One 
who has given man all that he has, both his natural ability and his eternal salvation. It is the law of faith, not the law of 
works that eliminates boasting.  

  
"But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD 

which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith 
the LORD" (Jeremiah 9:24). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What have you done personally that you could boast or brag about? How can you overcome the 
temptation to boast? 

2.  Why is it so important to boast in Christ and not in yourself? What harm can you cause by boasting in 
yourself? Why should you overcome the temptation to boast? 

  
2.  FAITH JUSTIFIES A MAN WITHOUT THE WORKS OF THE LAW (v. 28). 

  



This is of extreme importance. A man is justified by faith and not by the deeds of the law. Boasting shows this. Who is 
to be praised and set up as the subject of glory? Is man the one in whom to boast? Is man the one who is to be glorified? If 
man created himself and saved himself from sin and death by his own works and deeds, then he would be the one to be 
glorified. But what man can do these things? Man did not make himself nor can man save himself. When we consider that 
man is corruptible, and that man can do nothing beyond this life, then boasting is excluded. Therefore man is not justified 
before God by the deeds of the law; he is justified by faith—by believing in God and His righteousness. 

  
APPLICATION: 

Despite the great ability and all the marvelous achievements of man, man is still unable to control things morally, 
unable to live in love, joy, and peace with others. He is unable to control the shame and devastation of selfishness and 
greed, disease and accident, sin and death. Man's only hope is to come before God... 

•  not boasting and glorying in self, but bowing in all humility 
•  believing in the law of faith: that God saves and justifies man by believing in the righteousness of Jesus 

Christ 
  

"And he [Abraham] believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness" (Genesis 
15:6). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Do you know any person who can save himself? Who has the power to make himself live eternally, the 
power to keep from dying? Why do men ignore God and try to save themselves? 

2.  Why is it so difficult to believe that works have nothing to do with salvation? 
3.  In the simplest terms, what is man's only hope? How did you come to receive this hope? 

  
3.  FAITH REVEALS ONLY ONE GOD WHO DEALS WITH ALL EQUALLY (v. 29-30). 

  
1.  God created everyone; therefore, He is the God of all. There is not one God of the Jew (religionist) and another God 

of the Gentile. There are not different gods of the races and nations of the world, not a different god of Africa and a 
different god of India, and a different god for Arabs, and a different god for Americans and on and on. Imagine the 
foolishness of such an idea! Yet how common the idea is! There is only one God who created the universe and only one 
God who is the God of all mankind. 

a. There is only one God who created all things: "One God, the Father of whom are all things and we in 
Him"(1 Cor. 8:6). 

b. There is only one God who has made all men alike: "Who made of one blood every nation of men" (Acts 
17:26). 

c. There is only one God "in whom we live and move and have our being" (Acts 17:28). 
  

"And call no man your father [god] upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven" 
(Matthew 23:9). 

  
2.  God is the only God; therefore, all are justified—made acceptable to God—in the same way: by faith. God does not 

play favorites or show partiality. God does not make it more difficult for some to be saved. God is God; that is, He is 
perfectly just and equitable in all His dealings. 

  
a. There "is [only] one God, who shall justify the circumcision by faith and the uncircumcision through 

faith" (Romans 3:30). 
b. "There is [only] one God, and one Mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. 2:5). 

  
"Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 

persons" (Acts 10:34). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  In a world that claims to have millions of gods, how can you explain the existence of only one true and 

living God to an unbeliever? 
2.  Why is it so important to believe in the only true and living God, the Creator of all things? What 

difference does it make who or what you believe in? 



  
4.  FAITH UPHOLDS AND ESTABLISHES THE LAW (v. 31). 

  
This means at least three things. 
  
1.  Jesus Christ established the law. Jesus was everything that God said a man should be. He was the ideal of all that 

God wants man to be. Therefore, Jesus fulfilled the law perfectly. 
But there is something more. Jesus not only fulfilled the statutes of the law, He fulfilled the penalty of the law. He took 

the penalty and the punishment of man upon Himself and died for man. Man is thereby absolved from the penalty and 
punishment commanded by the law. Therefore, Jesus established the law by fulfilling both the statutes and penalty 
demanded by the law. 

  
"Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil" 

(Matthew 5:17). 
  
2.  The believer establishes the law when he admits he is a law-breaker or a sinner. In so doing, he admits that the law 

is good. The law is good because it points out his sin (Romans 3:19-20; Romans 5:20; Romans 7:7; Galatians 3:19). It 
makes him guilty and it leads him to confess his need for help outside of himself. But the law is also good because it 
points man to Christ. It makes man cast himself upon Christ for righteousness. It forces him to believe in God and to 
honor God. Therefore, the believer's faith establishes the law. 

  
"But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given 

to them that believe....Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be 
justified by faith" (Galatians 3:22, 24). 

  
3.  The believer establishes the law (much more than a legalist) because in seeing what Christ has done for him, he is 

driven to please God. The believer sees Christ bearing the guilt and punishment for his crimes (sins), then bows in love 
and adoration, then arises to work in appreciation for such amazing love. The believer tries to be good, not to earn or to 
win righteousness, but to serve God. He does not try to put God in debt for salvation, but he thanks God for righteousness, 
seeing that he owes God whatever service he can do. The genuine believer has come to know above all others that love is 
a much stronger force than fear. 

  
"For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all 

dead: and that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him 
which died for them, and rose again" (2 Cor. 5:14-15). 

"I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me" (Galatians 
2:20). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
The only way a believer can effectively serve God is by walking as Jesus Christ walked, in obedience. Too 

often, people settle for a life lived in the shadows of sin instead of a life that allows the Light of the world to shine 
through. 

  
"A little boy attended a church that had beautiful stained-glass windows. He was told that the windows 

contained pictures of Saint Matthew, Saint Mark, Saint Luke, Saint John, Saint Paul, and other saints. 
"One day he was asked, 'What is a saint?' He replied, 'A saint is a person whom the light shines 

through.'"   
  

The more you choose to walk in the light, the more His light will shine through you. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Since Jesus Christ is greater than the law, why is it even necessary for us to worry about obeying the 

law? 
2.  When did you first realize that you were a law-breaker (a sinner)? How did you come to this 

knowledge? 



3.  What motivates you to please God: your fear of punishment for breaking the law or your devotion to 
Him? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
How active is your faith? Faith in God is one of the greatest forces in all the world. The charge to each believer is to 

use faith and not abuse it through neglect. Why is faith in God so important? Because... 
  

1.  Faith excludes boasting. 
2.  Faith justifies a man without the works of the law. 
3.  Faith reveals only one God, who deals with all equally. 
4.  Faith upholds and establishes the law. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  

Study 3: LOGIC: THE EVIDENCE THAT FAITH ALONE JUSTIFIES A MAN 
Text: Romans 4:1-8 
Aim: To logically prove one clear fact: faith alone—not works—justifies a man. 
Memory Verse: 
"For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for 

righteousness" (Romans 4:3). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
Many people are familiar with a piece of equipment called a treadmill. They can be found in all exercise gyms and in a 

good number of homes. Their styles and prices range from the moderate to the extravagant, but most treadmills at least 
have a speed adjustment so the user can control how fast or slow he wants to walk or run.  

This same piece of equipment is also found in many hospitals to measure the amount of stress upon the heart. The man 
who takes the treadmill test there is unable to control the speed according to his own comfort level. There it is the doctor 
who controls the rate of speed. When a man with a bad heart takes the treadmill test in the hospital, although he does the 
best he can, he is not good enough to pass the test. The test reveals a clear fact: he needs the immediate care of the doctor. 

Likewise, if men are left on their own to set their own standards and pace in life, they might feel they are doing just 
fine. But when put to the test by the Great Physician, the Lord Jesus Christ, they fail every time. It is then and only then 
that they recognize they need help beyond themselves, help that only God can provide.  

This is the importance of understanding that it is your faith in Christ alone that makes you acceptable to God, not just 
doing the best you can. Most people actually believe they secure God's approval by being reasonably good: by being a 
respectable and upright citizen and by occasionally helping others who are less fortunate. But note a startling fact: a man 
is not justified by works but by faith. Logic proves the fact. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  The logic of Abraham's justification (v.1-3). 
2.  The logic of the worker or laborer (v.4-5). 
3.  The logic of David's example: a blessed man (v.6-8). 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(4:1-25) Abraham—Jews, the Seed—Justification—Righteousness—New Creation: Abraham held a unique 

position in the Jewish nation, for he was the founder of the nation. He was the man whom God had challenged to be a 



witness to the other nations of the world—a witness to the only living and true God. God had appeared to Abraham and 
challenged him to leave his home, his friends, his employment, and his country. God made two great promises if Abraham 
would follow God unquestionably: Abraham would become the father of a new nation, and all nations of the earth would 
be blessed by his seed (Genesis 12:1-5; Genesis 13:14-17; Genesis 15:1-7; Genesis 17:1-8, 15-19; Genesis 22:15-18; 
Genesis 26:2-5, 24; Genesis 28:13-15; Genesis 35:9-12; John 4:22). 

Scripture says Abraham did as God requested. He went out not knowing where he went (Hebrews 11:8). He 
completely and unquestionably trusted God and took God at His word. 

Now note: it was not Abraham's keeping of the law that pleased God. In fact, the law had not yet been given (Galatians 
3:17). What pleased God and what caused God to justify Abraham was Abraham doing as God had said. Abraham simply 
believed the promise of God that God would give him a new life—in a new nation—with a new people. (See Galatians 
3:8, 16; Hebrews 11:8-10; Hebrews 11:13-16; Hebrews 11:17-19.) 

  
Note several things. 
1.  Abraham and his "seed" were the only ones to whom God gave the promises. This is emphatically stated (Romans 

4:13-25; Galatians 3:6-16, 26, 29). 
2.  Only a promise was given to Abraham (Romans 4:13-21; Galatians 3:14, 18-21, 29). No other information 

whatsoever was given. God did not identify the country nor tell Abraham where he was to go. Neither did God tell 
Abraham when his wife (Sarah) would bear the seed (the male child) from whom the promised nation would be born. God 
made a simple promise, and all Abraham had to go on was that simple promise, that is, the sheer Word of God. 

3.  Only one condition was attached to the promise. Abraham had to believe God. No works whatsoever were 
involved. 

4.  Abraham did believe God (Genesis 12:4-5; Romans 4:3, 11-22; Galatians 3:6; Hebrews 11:8f). 
5.  Abraham was counted righteous because he believed God (Romans 4:3-5, 9-13, 19-22; Galatians 3:6; cp. Genesis 

15:6). God did not count him righteous because of who he was or what he had done. He simply believed God. Therefore, 
God took his faith and counted his faith as righteousness. 

6.  The proof that Abraham really believed God was that he did what God had said. His faith preceded his obedience. 
He believed God and then he obeyed God. If he had not believed God, he would not have left his home or his 
employment. He would not have left his familiar surroundings and meaningful relationships and personal attachments. 
The fact that he did as God asked was evidence that he believed the promise of God. 

7.  The man who believes God is the man who receives the promises of God (Romans 4:5-12, 16-17, 23-25; Galatians 
3:7-9, 14, 22, 26, 29). Paul argues that neither heritage nor nationality, neither merit nor works, neither the law nor the 
rules of the law have anything to do with the promises of God (Galatians 3:6-7). The true children of Abraham are those 
who believe God—any person of any nation. In fact, God's promise that a nation would be born to Abraham and "his 
seed" was the promise of an eternal nation. This eternal nation is to be of another world, of another dimension of being: 
the spiritual dimension, a dimension just as real as the physical dimension. But it is to have one distinction: every citizen 
is to be a believer—one who has believed God and His Word. This is exactly what this passage is saying: "They who 
believe are the children of Abraham, the children of God's promise. They are to be blessed along with faithful Abraham. 
They are to be the citizens of God's Kingdom, of 'the new heavens and the new earth.'" (Cp. Hebrews 11:8-18; 2 Peter 
3:10-14.) 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What promises did God make to Abraham? How can you benefit from what God promised Abraham? 
2.  What specifically did Abraham do that pleased God? How often do you please God in the way that 

Abraham did? 
_____When I'm in a good mood. 
_____When things are going my way. 
_____When it is convenient for me. 
_____When it makes me look good to God and to others. 
_____Whenever He tells me to. 

3.  Have there been times when you failed to believe what God promised you? What did you lose from 
those experiences? What would you do differently if you had another chance? 

4.  In the believer's spiritual journey, the promises of God are the only things to hang on to. Why does God 
choose to have you trust Him for the things that you cannot see? 

5.  What is the ultimate proof that you are trusting in God? 
  

1.  THE LOGIC OF ABRAHAM'S JUSTIFICATION (v. 1-3). 



  
A person can look at Abraham's life and logically see that a man is not justified by works but by faith. 
1.  Abraham was not justified by works, for works cannot qualify a person to glory before God. Now note this: if 

Abraham had been justified by works... 
•  he would be qualified to glory or boast before men 
•  but he would not be qualified to glory or boast before God 

  
Think about it—the logic, the clarity of the matter. No man is ever qualified to glory or boast before God. No act or 

work or combination of acts and works could ever elevate man to such a height that he could glory or become qualified 
before God. 

2.  Abraham was justified by believing God. What happened was this. Abraham believed God, and God took 
Abraham's belief and counted his belief as righteousness. It was not Abraham's works, but his faith that God took and 
counted as righteousness. It was all an act of God; therefore, all glory belonged to God not to Abraham. Man is saved by 
faith; that is, God takes a man's faith and counts that man's faith as righteousness. Such has to be the case.  

⇒ God is perfect; He is perfectly righteous. No man can achieve perfection; therefore, no man can live in 
the presence of God.  

⇒ However, God is also love. So what God does is take a person's faith (any person's faith who is truly 
sincere) and counts that faith as righteousness, as perfection. Therefore, a man is able to live in God's presence 
by faith or justification. 

  
"Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy 

name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess 
unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity" (Matthew 7:22-23). 

  
APPLICATION: 
Why does God justify a man through faith? There are at least two reasons. 

  
First, God loves man with a perfect love. God wants everyone to live with Him in a perfect state of being 

throughout all eternity. God is perfect; therefore, He alone can provide the only perfect way for man to live in His 
presence. Because God is love, He has reached out for man by providing that perfect way through Jesus Christ, His 
Son. 

  
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 

everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life" (John 
5:24). 

  
Second, God loves His Son with a perfect love. Any person who honors God's Son by believing in Him is 

accepted by God. That is, God takes that person's belief and counts it as righteousness. The person receives the 
right to live in God's presence in a perfect state of being. 

  
"In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of 

him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: That we should be to the praise of his 
glory, who first trusted in Christ" (Ephes. 1:11-12). 

"For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out 
from God" (John 16:27). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Take a moment and think about what God has done for you in Jesus Christ. Through the Father's perfect love 

for His Son, He also allows you to love Christ—even though... 
•  your love is not perfect 
•  your life is not perfect 
•  your choices are not perfect 

  
It is God and God alone who makes you righteous, who makes you perfect in His eyes. 

  



The students in the sculptor's studio had come for their last day of lessons. For several months, each 
student had tried to apply what he had learned from his teacher. The assignment for all was to create a 
statue that symbolized the perfection of man. Each student stood behind his finished work, waiting for his 
teacher's evaluation. 

The first student's statue looked pretty good to the untrained eye: The impressive image appeared to be 
without any flaws. The skilled teacher took one look and remarked, "No, this one will not do. You have his 
eyes looking down." 

The teacher went on to the next student. This statue looked even better than the first. Once again, the 
teacher noticed a flaw in this statue. "No, this one does not pass. You have his eyes closed." 

The third student's statue did not have the same graceful curves as the other two statues. The features of 
the face were not sharp and striking. While he was working on his statue, a large crack had occurred—
right in the middle of the stone. Try as he did, the crack was impossible to hide. The student hung his head 
down, expecting to hear the same judgment upon his work as the others. "Yes! This is what I am looking 
for. Look at the eyes...they are looking up." 

Taken aback, the third student asked his teacher, "Master, I do not fully understand. My work is marred 
with an obvious defect and my craftsmanship is awful when compared to the other statues. What is so 
important about the eyes?" 

The sculptor looked at all his students and said, "The first two statues were made with the hopes of 
being judged perfect. But the man who looks away from God will never be made perfect. However, the man 
who looks up toward God will be made perfect by Him—despite his many flaws." 

  
How are you planning to be perfect: Are you looking at yourself, or are you looking up to God? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Chances are that someone is looking at your life, seeking an example of what a Christian is like. How 
evident is it in your life that your salvation, your acceptance by God, has been accomplished by faith? 

2.  Why is it impossible for your good works to make you acceptable before God? 
3.  Is anyone ever qualified to stand before the Lord based upon the good things he does? Why? 
4.  What role does your love for Christ play in God's making you righteous? 

  
2.  THE LOGIC OF THE WORKER OR LABORER (v. 4-5). 

  
A person can look at the day-to-day laborer and logically see that a man is not justified by works but by faith. 
1.  Works necessitates debt. When a man works, someone owes him something. If a man could work for righteousness, 

that is, work so that God would owe him righteousness, then God would owe man. But God, being God, is completely 
self-sufficient; therefore, He cannot be put in debt to any man. He cannot be made or forced to do anything. 

2.  Believing in God results in righteousness. It is the "ungodly" persons who believe who are counted righteous (cp. 
Romans 5:6). This is because the man who admits he is ungodly is the man who rejects self, sensing his need for godly 
help in spiritual matters. He is ready to give himself up and honor and glorify God alone. Therefore, he centers and wraps 
his whole life around God, depending solely upon God for righteousness. 

  
APPLICATION: 
God can never turn away from a person who senses and confesses his ungodliness, who wishes to recognize 

and glorify God. God is love, and God's love is bound to be moved by so humble an act and faith. 
  

"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" 
(Romans 5:1). 

  
The converse teaching of Scripture needs to be remembered: the man who does not admit he is ungodly, who 

does not reject self and sense the need for godly help is the man declared to be self-sufficient and self-righteous. 
Therefore, he is pronounced unjustified, not so much because God rejects him as the fact that he has already 
rejected God. 

  
"He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, 

because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God" (John 3:18). 
  



QUESTIONS: 
1.  Take a moment and think back over your life. What have you done that has put God in your debt? Can 

anyone do enough to put God in his debt? 
2.  How can you use Romans 4:4 and Romans 4:5 to show an unbeliever the logic of works vs. faith? Why 

are these verses such an encouragement to the believer? 
  

3.  THE LOGIC OF DAVID'S BLESSED MAN (v. 6-8). 
  
A person can look at prophecy, at the man described by David, and see clearly that justification is not by works but by 

faith (cp. Psalm 32:1-2). Note who the blessed man is. 
1.  The blessed man is the man who is counted righteous without works. Note the word impute. It means to reckon, to 

count, to put to one's account, to credit, to deposit. Just think for a moment. If God credits and counts a man righteous 
"without works," then we know something: Man is not justified by works but by faith. 

Pure logic tells us this. Therefore, the blessed man is the man who has righteousness imputed, credited, counted to 
him... 

•  not because of his works, 
•  but because he believes God, and God loves him so much that He takes the man's belief and counts it as 

righteousness. 
  
2.  The blessed man is the man whose sins are forgiven and covered. Think for a moment. Lawlessness (sin) exists 

despite all the works and efforts of men to eliminate it. No matter how hard men try, lawlessness still exists. If lawlessness 
is to be handled, it has to be handled by God and God alone. He simply has to forgive man's lawlessness (sin). 

Now note: logic tells us that if God loves that much, loves enough to simply forgive men for sin, then justification is 
not by law but by faith. 

3.  The blessed man is the man whose sins are not imputed or counted against him. Note: it is not the acts of men but 
the act of God that justifies men and does not count sin against them. A man cannot justify himself before God. No man 
can free himself from sin and force God tb accept him—not by his own hand. Justification—complete deliverance from 
sin and condemnation—comes from God and God alone, not from some act of man. Therefore, logic tells us that it is not 
works that justifies a man but faith. 

  
"Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the 

Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon" (Isaiah 55:7). 
"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Have you ever stopped to realize that every sin you have yet to commit has already been forgiven and covered 

by Jesus Christ? 
  

"A wealthy English merchant who lived on the European continent was satisfied with nothing but the 
best. This attitude extended even as far as the cars he owned. His pride and joy was a Rolls-Royce coupe 
that he had owned for years and that he had given great service all that time. One day, while driving down 
a bumpy road, his car hit a deep pothole, resulting in a broken rear axle. 

"The owner had the car shipped back to the Rolls plant in England and was surprised by the quick 
repair that was performed. He received no bill for the work and, knowing his warranty had run out, he had 
expected one. He waited for months and still no bill came. So he finally communicated with the company 
about the bill for his car repairs. Again the response from the factory was immediate. The reply said, 'We 
have thoroughly searched our files and find no record of a Rolls-Royce axle ever breaking.' 

"This is a case where the integrity and excellence of that company would not permit a flaw in 
workmanship or materials to be made known. The excellence of Christ does not permit our flaws to be 
made known to the Father. He accomplishes [carries out, finishes] our forgiveness."   

  
"He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. 
As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us" 
(Psalm 103:10-12). 



  
What a glorious truth: there is no record of your forgiven sin in heaven! 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  The word "impute" is a very rich term. What does it mean to you as a believer? 
2.  When Jesus Christ died on the cross for your sins, He died for every one of them. Have you ever felt that 

the sins you committed were too great to cover, that you did not deserve forgiveness? How can you trust God 
with all your sins? 

3.  What proof do you have that God is not keeping score with your sins (keeping count of your sins against 
you)? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
"Doing the best you can" will never be good enough to make you acceptable to God. God requires your faith not your 

works. True, your faith will produce obedience, will produce good works—but it is your faith that justifies you not your 
works. This was proven by: 

  
1.  The logic of Abraham's justification. 
2.  The logic of the worker or laborer. 
3.  The logic of David's example: a blessed man. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  

Study 4: RITUALS, RULES, AND ORDINANCES: THE WRONG WAY FOR A MAN TO SEEK 
JUSTIFICATION 

Text: Romans 4:9-12 
Aim: To give faith its proper emphasis; to understand the relationship between rituals, faith, and salvation. 
Memory Verse: 
"Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?" (Galatians 

3:3). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
It is one thing to live by the rules that God has given. It is a different story altogether when men make up the rules for 

others to live by and do so in the name of God. Throughout history, mankind has come up with a number of erroneous 
rules: 

⇒ The only way to God is to keep the traditions of the church. 
⇒ The only way to God is to pray in a certain posture. 
⇒ The only way to God is to be a part of a certain denomination. 
⇒ The only way to God is to be a member of a certain church. 

  
For many believers, traditionalism (doing that which is not Scriptural) has replaced a vital and growing relationship 

with Jesus Christ. Far too often, mindless habits of ritual form the essence of a man's religion—habits which have 
absolutely nothing to do with being a Christian. Author Leith Anderson reminds us of this very thing: 

  
"The outsider watched with fascination as the Danish village people filed into the Lutheran church building for 

worship. Each one walked up the center aisle to the place where there was a break between the pews and a plain 



white wall. Every worshiper paused, turned, and [knelt]... with bowed head and knee facing the blank wall, and 
then went to sit in their usual pews. 

"Since the observer couldn't figure out the meaning of this ritual, he asked both the clergy and the laity for an 
explanation, but no one knew. 'We've always done it that way' was the sincere but uninformed answer. Further 
research revealed that there was an elaborate painting of the Virgin Mary behind the white paint on the blank 
wall. The painting dated back hundreds of years, before the Protestant Reformation when the church was Roman 
Catholic. 

"The village people had bowed to the Virgin for generations as Catholics. When the church became Protestant 
and the Virgin was painted over, the worshipers just kept on bowing. Generations later the bows continued, even 
though the reason had long since been forgotten. It was tradition."   

  
Most people are religious in the sense that they keep some religious ordinances, rituals, and rules. This is both good 

and bad: good in the sense that rituals cause a person to think about some higher being, and bad in the sense that rituals 
are usually thought to be the way a person becomes acceptable to God. The present passage is as clear as can be: ritual is 
the wrong way for a man to seek acceptance and justification with God. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Who receives the blessing of forgiveness (v.9)? 
2.  Abraham was counted righteous when he believed (v.9). 
3.  Abraham was counted righteous before circumcision, that is, before the ritual (v.10). 
4.  Abraham received circumcision as a sign or symbol only (v.11). 
5.  Abraham was chosen by God for a twofold purpose (v.11-12). 

  
1.  WHO RECEIVES THE BLESSING OF FORGIVENESS (v. 9)? 

  
The word "blessedness" or "blessing" refers back to the blessed man just discussed (Romans 4:6-8). The blessed man 

is the man who is justified by faith... 
•  who is counted righteous without works 
•  whose sins are forgiven and covered 
•  whose sins are not counted against him 

  
Such a man is greatly blessed, blessed beyond imagination. But note a critical question. Is the blessing of forgiveness 

intended... 
•  for the circumcised only, or for the uncircumcised also? 
•  for the Jew only, or for the non-Jew (Gentile) also? 
•  for the religious only, or for the non-religious also? 
•  for the baptized only, or for the unbaptized also? 
•  for the saved only, or for the unsaved also? 
•  for the church member only, or for the unchurched also? 
•  for the interested only, or for the disinterested also? 

  
Is the blessing of forgiveness—of being justified by faith alone—for only a few people or for all people everywhere? 

Abraham's experience illustrates the truth for us. 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
God is not just the God of the Americans, Europeans, Africans or Asians. He is the God of all men who need 

the Father's love and forgiveness. 
  

"A small boy was consistently late coming home from school. His parents warned him that he must be 
home on time that afternoon, but nevertheless he arrived later than ever. His mother met him at the door 
and said nothing. His father met him in the living room and said nothing. 

"At dinner that night, the boy looked at his plate. There was a slice of bread and a glass of water. He 
looked at his father's full plate and then at his father, but his father remained silent. The boy was crushed. 

"The father waited for the full impact to sink in, then quietly took the boy's plate and placed it in front of 
himself. He took his own plate of meat and potatoes, put it in front of the boy, and smiled at his son. 



"When that boy grew to be a man, he said, 'All my life I've known what God is like by what my father did 
that night.'"   

  
God loved you enough to send Christ to die in your place—He did not give you what you deserved; He gave 

you what you did not deserve. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What is it that makes the "blessed man" blessed? How does this apply to your life? 
2.  When you think of who God intends forgiveness for, how should it impact your witnessing to others? 
3.  Why would some Christians be hesitant to offer God's forgiveness to people who are different from 

themselves (i.e. different church, different race, different nationality, different economic status)? 
  

2.  ABRAHAM WAS COUNTED RIGHTEOUS WHEN HE BELIEVED (v. 9). 
  
His faith was "reckoned" for righteousness. The word reckoned means to credit, to count, to deposit, to put to one's 

account, to impute. Abraham's faith was counted for righteousness or credited as righteousness. 
Note that Abraham was justified or counted righteous by faith; he was not justified... 

•  by being religious 
•  by performing good deeds 
•  by doing some good work 
•  by being good and virtuous 
•  by submitting to a ritual 
•  by joining some body of believers 

  
"But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of 

righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost" (Titus 3:4-5). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Before God can credit you with righteousness, exactly what must you do? How would you compare 
what you must do with what God did? Is it worth it?  

2.  Why do so many men fail to see the simplicity of what God requires for salvation? 
3.  What are some ways men wrongly attempt to receive justification with God? 

  
3.  ABRAHAM WAS COUNTED RIGHTEOUS BEFORE THE RITUAL, THAT IS, BEFORE 

CIRCUMCISION (v. 10). 
  
This is a crucial point and it is clearly seen. Abraham made his decision to follow God at least fourteen years before he 

was circumcised. The story of Abraham believing the promises of God is a dramatic picture (cp. Genesis 15:1-6, esp. 
Genesis 15:5-6). Scripture clearly says, "He believed in the Lord, and the Lord counted it to him for righteousness" 
(Genesis 15:6). But the story of his circumcision is two chapters and fourteen years later (Genesis 17:9f). He was counted 
righteous long before he underwent any ritual. His righteousness—his being accepted by God—did not depend upon a 
ritual; it depended upon his faith and his faith alone. God did not count Abraham righteous because of circumcision, not 
because of... 

•  a ritual •  a ceremony 
•  an 

ordinance 
•  a good work

•  a good 
deed 

•  a religious 
life 

•  a moral 
life   

  
God accepted Abraham and counted him righteous because he believed God and His promises. 
  

QUESTIONS: 



1.  What rituals were you tempted to trust in before you gave your life to Christ? What made these rituals or 
traditions so attractive to you? 

2.  Is there a ritual in your life now that is keeping you from truly trusting in God and His promises? Do 
you believe the ritual can save you? If not, why are you waiting to be saved? Why not ask God to save you 
now? 

3.  Why is the timing of Abraham's circumcision such an important fact for you to remember as you share 
the gospel with others? 

  
4.  ABRAHAM RECEIVED CIRCUMCISION AS A SIGN OR SYMBOL ONLY (v. 11). 

  
Circumcision was not the road into God's presence; it was not what made Abraham acceptable to God. Circumcision 

did not confer righteousness on him; it only confirmed that he was righteous. Circumcision did not convey righteousness 
on him; it only bore testimony that he was righteous. 

Note that circumcision was both a sign and a seal. Circumcision was... 
•  a sign of celebration: it was a picture of the joy that the believer experienced in being counted righteous 

by God 
•  a sign of witness: the believer was testifying that he now believed and trusted God 
•  a sign of a changed life and a separated life: the believer was proclaiming that he was going to live for 

God, to live a righteous and pure life that was wholly separated to God 
•  a sign of identification: the believer was declaring that he was now joining and becoming one of God's 

people 
•  a sign pointing toward Christ's baptism 

  
Circumcision was a seal in that it stamped God's justification upon Abraham's mind. Abraham had believed God, and 

God had counted his faith as righteousness. Circumcision was given as a seal or a stamp upon his body to remind him that 
God had counted him righteous through belief. Circumcision was a seal in that it... 

•  confirmed 
•  assured 
• 

 substantiated 

•  validated 
•  authenticated
•  strengthened 
•  verified 

  
...what God had done for Abraham. Now note. The Bible never says that rites, rituals, or ordinances bestow anything 

on anyone. They are merely signs of something that has already taken place. They are merely shadows not the substance 
(Col. 2:16-17). 

This is not to take away from the importance of rites and rituals. They are extremely important, for they are the signs 
and seals of the Christian believer's faith. To neglect or to reject a rite given by God is to be disobedient, and to be 
disobedient is a clear sign that one was never sincere in the first place. A person who believes, who truly trusts God, is 
ready to obey God, to follow Him even in the rites, rituals, and ordinances of the church. We must always remember that 
Abraham was not saved by the ritual of circumcision, for circumcision had not yet been given by God as a sign. 

⇒ But Abraham was immediately circumcised after God established circumcision as the sign of 
"righteousness by faith." 

  
Very simply said, if circumcision had existed when Abraham first believed God, then Abraham would have been 

circumcised immediately. He would have obeyed God. How do we know this? Because Abraham truly believed God, and 
when a man believes God, he immediately begins to do what God says. 

  
APPLICATION 1: 
Circumcision and all other rituals are a matter of the heart, not a matter of being spiritually cleansed by physical 

and material substances. 
  

"For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the 
flesh: but he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and 
not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God" (Romans 2:28-29). 

  
APPLICATION 2: 



This is a strong message on baptism for New Testament believers. A true believer should be baptized 
immediately upon believing. Baptism should be the first step of obedience in the believer's new life in Christ. 

  
"Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What are some legitimate rites or rituals observed in your church and what is their purpose? How can 

you be sure of keeping them in the proper perspective? 
2.  Why is it even necessary for there to be a sign (whether circumcision, baptism, confirmation, church 

membership, or whatever) of what God has already done in your heart? 
3.  What lesson can you gain from Abraham's immediate decision to become circumcised when God 

established it as a sign of faith? 
  

5.  ABRAHAM WAS CHOSEN BY GOD FOR A TWOFOLD PURPOSE (v. 11-12). 
  
Before looking at the purposes, note that Abraham is said to have a unique relationship to the world. He is seen not as 

a mere private individual, but as a public man, a representative man of the human race, a pivotal figure in human history. 
He is seen as the "father" of all who believe God, as the head of the household of faith. God chose Abraham for two 
specific purposes. 

1.  Abraham was chosen that he might be the "father" of all believers regardless of ritual and ordinance. Abraham was 
chosen by God to be the father of faith to all—all the ungodly and heathen of the world—who repent and believe Jesus 
Christ to be their Lord and Savior. No matter how uncircumcised, unbaptized, irreligious, immoral and unclean a person 
is, he has a father in the faith, a father to follow. Abraham is... 

•  the 
pattern 

•  the 
picture 

•  the 
example 

•  the 
standard 

•  the father 
  

  
...of faith to all the lost of the world. A person... 

•  does not have to begin to go to church before God will save him. 
•  does not have to get religious before God will accept him. 
•  does not have to be baptized or ritualized before God will forgive his sins. 

  
What he has to do is believe God and believe God's promises. When he bows in humble faith and believes, two things 

happen: 
⇒ immediately God counts his faith as righteousness. 
⇒ immediately he arises and is baptized and begins to keep all the commandments and rituals and 

ordinances of God. 
  

"And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not a physician; but they that 
are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance" (Luke 5:31-32). 

"For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost" (Luke 19:10). 
  
2.  Abraham was chosen that he might be the "father" of the circumcised, of the religious who "follow in the steps of 

Abraham's faith." Note: it is not being... 
• 

 circumcised 
•  baptized 
•  moral 

•  ritualized 
•  religious 
•  good and 

virtuous 
  
...that justifies a religious person. It is "walking in the steps" of Abraham's faith that causes God to accept the religious 

person. 



The religionist cannot earn, merit, or work his way into God's presence and righteousness. He can only trust God for 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

  
"Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 

have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity" (Matthew 7:22-23). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Abraham was a great man of God, a man whose simple faith in God has affected billions of lives. What kind of 

legacy will you leave behind for the next generation? 
  

"Charlie Waters, former strong safety for the Dallas Cowboys football team, tells a story about Frank 
Howard, who had been Charlie's college coach. When Frank Howard was head coach at Clemson 
University, he went out to practice one Monday before a big game with his first-and third-string 
quarterbacks out with injuries. That left him with his second-, fourth-, and fifth-string QB's to play the 
coming Saturday. In the first five minutes of practice, his starting quarterback (previously second-stringer) 
hurt his knee. That elevated the fourth-stringer to first-string position and put the fifth-stringer on the 
second team. About ten minutes later, that replacement QB hurt his knee. Well, the fifth-stringer was now 
next in line for the first team. 

"Coach Howard blew the whistle and gathered all the players around him. He took the one remaining 
QB, put his arm around him, and said in his gruff voice, 'Son, do you believe in magic?' The QB said in a 
halfhearted way, 'Well, sort of.' Coach Howard looked at him, pointed his five fingers at him like a 
magician, and said, 'Poof! You are now a first-string quarterback.'"   

  
If you leave a godly legacy for the next generation, it will not be because of magic or some work you do, but 

because of your faith in God, your faith in what God has done for you. The best way to impact the world is with 
your faith. Do you believe God? Really believe Him, believe what He says? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Why did God chose Abraham? Could He have chosen just any man? 
2.  If God were to choose one person today to carry on the great work of spreading the gospel, could He 

call on you? Do you strive to be worthy of God's calling through your obedience? What is your responsibility 
toward God and His promises?  

  
SUMMARY: 
  
God's Word tells you how to be right with God, how to be justified. Rituals, rules, and ordinances are the wrong way 

for a man to seek justification. No one can improve on God's way—the way of faith and belief. The faith of Abraham 
shows us this: 

  
1.  Who receives the blessing of forgiveness. 
2.  Abraham was counted righteous when he believed. 
3.  Abraham was counted righteous before circumcision, that is, before the ritual. 
4.  Abraham received circumcision as a sign or symbol only. 
5.  Abraham was chosen by God for a twofold purpose. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  



  
Study 5: LAW: THE WRONG WAY FOR A MAN TO BE JUSTIFIED 
Text: Romans 4:13-16 
Aim: To understand why the law cannot save you, why faith in God alone can save you. 
Memory Verse: 
"For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, 

through the law, but through the righteousness of faith" (Romans 4:13). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
Every person has been tripped up by the law. From the habitual criminal to the Sunday school member with the perfect 

attendance pin, all have failed to keep the law perfectly. 
  

Henry was a model citizen. He was a father who spent quality time with his kids. He was a good husband who 
was faithful to his wife. And he was a really good policeman. One night when he was off-duty, he drove by a house 
and noticed fire coming out of the roof. Henry beat on the locked door and was able to awaken a woman and her 
children from a sound sleep. As the house was burning to the ground, he went from bedroom to bedroom to ensure 
that each child was taken out of harm's way. If not for Henry's heroic act, the family probably would have 
perished. Henry did everything by the book. It was a perfect story about the actions of a perfect citizen. 

But Henry's story does not end on this happy note. Two weeks later, in a moment of weakness, Henry was 
caught shoplifting a twenty dollar item from the local department store. Fortunately, the merchant did not press 
charges because he knew Henry. But Henry was severely reprimanded by his supervising officer and word of his 
misdeed somehow spread through the small town. His one 'small' mistake cost Henry and his family much pain 
and embarrassment in the community. His one 'small' mistake ruined a seemingly perfect citizen. 

  
Thank God a man is not justified by the law and its works, because no man is perfect. The law is the wrong way for a 

man to seek acceptance and justification by God. 
  
OUTLINE: 

1.  The unmistakable statement: the promise is not through the law but through faith (v.13). 
2.  The argument against the law (v.14-15). 
3.  The argument for faith (v.16). 

  
1.  THE UNMISTAKABLE STATEMENT: THE PROMISE IS NOT THROUGH THE LAW BUT 

THROUGH FAITH (v. 13). 
  
Note several things. 
1.  The promise involves inheriting the whole world. This is clear from several facts. 

a. Canaan was the promised land, a type of heaven and a type of the new heavens and earth God is to 
recreate for Abraham and his seed (the believer). 

  
"These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and 

were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims 
on the earth. For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country....But now they 
desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: 
for he hath prepared for them a city" (Hebrews 11:13-14, 16). 

  
b. Abraham was promised that he would be the "father" of many nations. He is said to be the father of all 

believers from all nations of the earth (Romans 4:11-12). He and his seed (believers) are promised a new world 
when Christ returns. 

c. Christ is to inherit the world and be exalted as the Sovereign Majesty of the universe, ruling and reigning 
forever and ever.  

⇒ Abraham and his seed (believers) are said to be heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. 
  

"The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: and if 
children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with 
him, that we may be also glorified together" (Romans 8:16-17). 



  
⇒ They shall all reign with Christ through all eternity. (See Matthew 19:28; Luke 16:10-12; Rev. 

14:13; Rev. 21:24-27.) 
  

"When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall 
he sit upon the throne of his glory: and before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall 
separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats" (Matthew 
25:31-32). 

  
2.  The "seed" of Abraham refers to all believers. This is clear from the promise that is said to be "sure to all the seed" 

(Romans 4:16). Every true believer is an heir of the promise. If a man believes, he receives the most glorious promise: he 
will inherit the world. 

  
"Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth" (Matthew 5:5). 
"And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise" (Galatians 

3:29). 
  
3.  God does not give the promise through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 

a. A man will not receive an inheritance in the new world because he... 
•  tried to keep the law 
•  did some great works 
•  lived by good deeds 
•  was baptized and joined a church 
•  was moral and very religious 

  
b. A man will receive an inheritance in the new world because he... 

•  believed God for righteousness, and God took his belief and counted it for righteousness. 
  

The point is clearly seen, and it is unmistakable: 
  

"For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for 
righteousness" (Romans 4:3). 

"To him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted 
for righteousness" (Romans 4:5). 

"The promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not...through the law, but through the 
righteousness of faith" (Romans 4:13). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Have you ever thought that God's promises are just too good to be true? Many men have thought that very 

thing—and have suffered the consequences. 
  

"Peter Eldersveld tells of a rich Christian who had a large company of employees, and many of them 
owed him money. He was constantly trying to teach them something about Christianity, and one day he hit 
upon a plan. He posted a notice for his employees to see that said, 'All those who will come to my office 
between eleven and twelve o'clock on Thursday morning to present an honest statement of their debts will 
have them canceled at once.' The debtors read the notice with a great deal of skepticism, and on Thursday 
morning, although they gathered in the street in front of his office, not one of them went to the door. Instead 
they gossiped and complained about their employer, and ridiculed the notice he had posted. They said it 
didn't make sense. 

"But finally, at 11:45, one man jumped forward, dashed up the steps into the office, and presented his 
statement. 'Why are you here?' the rich man asked him. 'Because you promised to cancel the debts of all 
those who come as you instructed,' the other replied. 'And do you believe the promise?' 'Yes, I do.' 'Why do 
you believe it?' persisted the employer. 'Because, although it was too much for me to understand, I know 
that you are a good man and would not deceive anyone.' 

"The rich man took the bill and marked it 'Paid in full,' at which time the poor man, overcome, cried 
out, 'I knew it! I told them so! They said it couldn't be true, and now I'm going out to show them.' 'Wait,' 



said his benefactor, 'it's not quite twelve o'clock. The others are not entitled to any special proof of my 
sincerity.' 

"When the clock struck twelve, the forgiven debtor ran out waving his receipt in the face of his fellows. 
With a mad rush they made for the door, but it was too late. The door was locked."   

  
God has also promised to cancel your debt of sin—not because of your righteousness but because of His. Have 

you believed Him? 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What would become of God's promises to you if they were all based upon the law? How good would 

you have to be? 
2.  Are you a part of the seed of Abraham? How can you know for sure? 
3.  All God wants from you is belief. Why are so many men tempted to offer God their works instead? 

What kinds of things have you offered God? 
  

2.  THE ARGUMENT AGAINST THE LAW (v. 14-15). 
  
The promise of the inheritance does not come through the law. Three facts about the law show this. 
1.  Law voids faith; it erases any hope of ever receiving the promise. The reason can be simply stated: law demands 

perfection; law insists that it be obeyed. Law cries out, "Violate and break me and you become guilty and condemned and 
are to be punished." 

No man can live perfectly righteous before God; no man can keep from coming short and breaking the law of God at 
some point. Therefore every man is a lawbreaker, imperfect and short of God's glory, and is to be condemned and 
punished.  

a. If the promise of God's inheritance is by law, then no man shall inherit the promise, for the promise is 
given only to the righteous; and no man is perfectly righteous. This, of course, means something. If the promise 
is by law, then no man has hope of ever receiving the promise, for he does not and cannot keep the law. The 
law erases the promise, makes it of no effect or value whatsoever. 

b. If the promise of God's inheritance is by law, then faith is voided and has absolutely nothing to do with 
securing the promise. A man would have to keep his mind and eyes and, most tragic of all, his heart upon the 
law, for it would be the law that would determine whether or not the man received the promise. Faith would not 
be entering the picture; it would be voided, irrelevant, having nothing to with receiving the promise.  

  
"For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son 

in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh" (Romans 8:3). 
  

c. This point is often overlooked. If the promise of God's inheritance comes by the law, then receiving the 
promise would have nothing to do with faith, nothing to do with... 

•  trusting the love of God 
•  learning and knowing the love of God 
•  focusing one's mind and thoughts upon God 
•  knowing God's Son, the Lord Jesus Christ 

  
If God accepted us and gave us the promise of inheritance because we kept the law, then we would have to 

focus our lives upon the law. Believing and loving God and knowing God's Son would have nothing to do with 
our salvation. The law would force us to seek God by keeping the law. Faith would have nothing to do with the 
promise. The law would void faith and make useless and ineffective the love of God and the Son of God. 

  
"Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 

God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ" (2 Cor. 10:5). 
  
2.  Law works wrath in three terrible ways. 

a. Law shouts out at a man, "Break me and you become guilty, condemned, and are to be punished." Such is 
antagonistic and stirs and aggravates anger and wrath. When God is seen as a legalistic Person who hovers over 
us, watching every move we make, there is a tendency to view God as stringent, demanding, condemnatory, 
upset, angry, vengeful and full of wrath against us. Why? Because we fail and come short ever so often. 



Therefore if God is legalistic, then He is hovering over us, and not a single one of us is going to inherit the 
promise. We are guilty and to be judged, and we are not going to be rewarded with an inheritance. Therefore, 
law works wrath between God and man; it keeps a man from being acceptable to God and from ever receiving 
the promise of God. 

b. Law works wrath in that it keeps a man tied up in knots, under pressure and tension, in a strain. The man 
who works to do the law struggles to do the right thing and guards against doing the wrong thing. He fights to 
avoid all the evil he can, wondering and worrying if he is ever doing enough to be acceptable to God. 

Such a life is not full of love and joy and peace. There is no sense of purpose, meaning, and significance, no 
sense of completeness and fulfillment. Such a life is filled with uneasiness and turmoil, uncertainty and 
insecurity. Such a life of legalism works wrath: it keeps tension between God and man, establishing and 
building a strained and uneasy relationship. 

c. Law works wrath in that it causes a man to focus his life upon the law and not upon God. His mind, 
attention, and thoughts are upon... 

•  keeping the rules, not upon trusting God 
•  watching where he steps, not upon drawing near God 
•  avoiding errors, not upon learning the truth of God 
•  observing certain rituals, not upon fellowshipping with God 
•  practicing religion, not upon worshipping God 

  
"And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. For sin, 

taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me" (Romans 7:10-11). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  God wants you to obey the law. But if your salvation were dependent upon your complete obedience to 

the law, how long would you stay saved? What hope would you have when you disobeyed the law? What 
would the hopelessness do to the quality of your life? 

2.  Why is your faith such an important ingredient in receiving God's promises? 
3.  The law works in a very subtle way. It takes a person's focus off the Lord and puts it on the law. What is 

the key to keeping your focus on God? 
  
3.  Law means transgression. There are three reasons for this. 

a. If no law exists, there is no law to break; therefore, there is no transgression. But if there is a law, then 
breaking the law begins to exist; transgression becomes a reality, a living fact. Where there is no law, there is 
no transgression; where there is law, there is transgression. The point is this: the man who seeks God's 
acceptance by keeping the law lives in a world of transgression, of breaking the law and coming short of God's 
glory. The law means transgression, that a man fails and comes short of God's acceptance; therefore, it means 
that the legalist is guilty and condemned and is not to receive the promise of God. 

b. When a law exists, there is an urge within man to stretch it to its limits and to break it. This is one of the 
paradoxes of human nature. Man has that within himself, an unregulated urge... 

•  not to be 
regulated 

•  not to be 
ordered around 

•  not to be 
restricted 

•  not to be 
governed 

•  not to be 
ruled 

•  to seek his 
own desires 

•  to do as he 
pleases 

•  to fill his 
fleshly passions 

•  to fulfill 
his urges 

•  to see, 
have, hold, and 
get more 

  
When a law exists, it tells a man he can go this far and no further. He must not go beyond this limit or he 

becomes a lawbreaker, a transgressor (cp. a speed limit sign). The law actually pulls a man to go that far. It is 
within his nature to go to the limit, to do as much as he can. The urge within his nature even stirs him to stretch 
the law and to go beyond its limits. 

⇒ The grass on the other side looks greener. 



⇒ The melon on the other side of the fence is juicier. 
⇒ The stolen fruits are sweeter. 
⇒ The forbidden is more appealing. 
⇒ The unknown is more exciting. 

  
When the law exists, there is transgression. Every man becomes guilty and is to be condemned and 

punished, not rewarded with the promise. 
  

"For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our 
members to bring forth fruit unto death" (Romans 7:5). 

"But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For 
without the law sin was dead" (Romans 7:8). 

  
c. When a law exists, it becomes an accuser, an antagonist. It shouts, "Break me and you become a law-

breaker and are to be condemned and punished." Now note: the law has no power to keep a person from 
transgressing; it can only shout: "Transgression!" The law is... 

•  not a power to save but a rule to control and condemn 
•  not a savior but a judge 

  
This is the very problem with the law. 

⇒ It can only accuse; it cannot deliver. 
⇒ It can only point out sin; it cannot save from sin. 
⇒ It can only show a man where he failed; it cannot show him how to keep from failing. 
⇒ It can only condemn; it has no power to free. 

  
The man who tries to live by law is left hopeless and helpless, for he transgresses and becomes a law-

breaker. He is to be condemned, never receiving the inheritance of God's promise. 
  

"Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is 
the knowledge of sin" (Romans 3:20). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  It is natural for people to press the boundaries of the law as much as possible. Whether it be speed 
limits, tax laws, or labor laws, many people come as close as they can to the edge—and then some. What laws 
do you press to the limit? If you had no laws, what would you do differently? 

2.  The law is a very condemning thing, especially if you get caught. Yet God knows your every failure, but 
you are free of His condemnation. How can you explain that? How can you use this as a powerful testimony to 
God's love? 

  
3.  THE ARGUMENT FOR FAITH (v. 16). 

  
The promise of the inheritance comes through faith. Three facts about faith show this. 
1.  Faith brings grace. Grace means a gift, a free gift, a gift given without expecting anything in return. It means favor, 

approval, acceptance, goodwill, assistance, help, kindness—all freely given without expecting anything in return. 
Picture the scene of a man broken over his sin. He may be a mild sinner or the worst sinner on earth, yet he comes to 

God. He... 
•  falls to his knees 
•  confesses his sin 
•  confesses his inadequacy to save himself 
•  cries for God to have mercy and to forgive his sin 
•  thanks God that He does forgive sin 
•  praises God for answering his prayer and forgiving his sin 

  
Now, who is the Savior, the Deliverer, the Subject who deserves the praise and the honor and the glory? The answer is 

obvious: God. God is the center of the picture. This is the very reason salvation and all its promises are by grace through 



faith. Grace puts God in the center. And when a man makes God the center of his life, casting himself completely upon 
God and putting all his faith and trust in God, God is bound to hear and answer the man. Why? Because the man is 
honoring God completely, and the man who honors God is always acceptable and heard by God. 

Now note: when a man really believes God, his faith brings the grace of God to him. It causes him to focus upon God, 
to center his life upon the love of God, to see the presence of God, to secure the fellowship and companionship of God, to 
know the love, joy, peace, care and concern of God. Simply stated, it causes a man to seek a personal relationship with 
God, a relationship of trust and dependence. Such is the life of grace, the grace that is given to man by faith. It is faith that 
honors and praises and glorifies God, and because it does, it brings the grace of God to man. 

  
"Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake" 

(Psalm 115:1). 
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, 

lest any man should boast" (Ephes. 2:8-9; cp. Romans 3:24; Romans 5:15; Romans 11:6; Ephes. 2:4-10). 
  
2.  Faith makes the promise sure. This is seen in the above point. When God is honored and made the center and focus 

of one's life and trust, that person can rest assured God will accept him and give him the promise of the inheritance. That 
man will inherit the earth. 

  
"That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life" (Titus 

3:7). 
  
3.  Faith assures that the promise is for everyone, that it is available to all. The promise is not given to an exclusive 

club of people, to an exclusive nation or race or class of people. The promise is given to all, to every person on earth. If 
the promise was by law, then it would be only for those who have the law and are able to keep the law. What then would 
happen to the heathen who do not have the law and to the handicapped who are unable to do some of the things the law 
commands? They could never be saved if the promise came by the law. However, when the promise is given by the grace 
of God through faith, no man is exempt from the inheritance. Every man can be saved and inherit the promise of eternal 
life in the new heavens and earth, for every man can believe and trust God (the very thing that even a human father wants 
of his children). 

  
"Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away" (Luke 21:33). 
"The works of his hands are verity and judgment; all his commandments are sure" (Psalm 111:7). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Man has tried for thousands of years to find some way to gain eternal life apart from faith in Jesus Christ. But 

man is doomed to failure apart from Christ. 
  

"Ponder the following statements: You may offer like Cain (Genesis 4:3), weep like Esau (Genesis 
27:38), serve like Gehazi (2 Kings 5:20), leave Sodom like Lot's wife (Genesis 19:26), tremble like Felix 
(Acts 24:25), be zealous for God like Israel (Romans 10:2), be a disciple like Judas (Acts 1:25), take part 
in worship like Korah (Numbers 16:19), desire to die the death of the righteous like Balaam (Numbers 
23:10), make long prayers like the Pharisees (Matthew 23:14), prophesy like Saul (1 Samuel 10:10), have 
lamps like the foolish virgins (Matthew 25:1-13), be a seeking soul like the rich young ruler (Matthew 
19:16), be almost a Christian like Agrippa (Acts 26:28), and YET BE LOST!"   

  
God's grace has made a way for every man not to be lost. Have you tried it God's way? 

  
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  The promise of the inheritance comes by faith. How can you be certain this is true for you? 
2.  How can you make God's grace real in your life every day? 
3.  Do you think God's promise is just as sure for the person who lives on the other side of the world? The 

other side of town? The other Christian who goes to a different church? How should this impact your 
testimony to others? 



  
SUMMARY: 
  
If the only way to receive God's promise was through keeping the law perfectly, just imagine what life would be like. 

The first time you made a mistake you would be automatically disqualified you from receiving God's promise. The 
promise of salvation would never be yours, not if... 

•  you told a lie 
•  you stole time from your employer 
•  you spread a word of gossip 
•  you lost your temper 
•  you made things more important than people 
•  you neglected your relationship with God for the things of the world 

  
Thank God! His precious promise is not bound to laws that no one can keep perfectly. This great truth is reinforced in 

the Scripture... 
1.  The unmistakable statement: the promise is not through the law but through faith. 
2.  The argument against the law. 
3.  The argument for faith. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  

Study 6: ABRAHAM: THE EXAMPLE OF A MAN JUSTIFIED BY FAITH ALONE 
Text: Romans 4:17-25 
Aim: To model your faith after the courageous faith of Abraham. 
Memory Verse: 
"He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to 

God" (Romans 4:20). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
We live in a society where it seems everyone has a hero. There are many candidates who can command our attention. 

People look up to and shower praise upon... 
•  athletes 
•  musicians 
•  politicians 
•  movie and television stars 

  
But there is a much better person for the Christian believer to admire and emulate: it is the person who has developed a 

solid faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. One of the greatest accomplishments we can make is to live a life of faith that will 
inspire others to follow Christ more closely. 

  
"In order to convince the people of Philadelphia of the advantages of street lighting, Benjamin Franklin 

decided to show his neighbors how compelling a single light could be. He bought an attractive lantern, polished 
the glass, and placed it on a long bracket that extended from the front of his house. Each evening as darkness 
descended, he ignited the wick. His neighbors soon noticed the warm glow in front of his residence. Even those 
living farther down the street and in the next block were attracted by Franklin's light. Passers-by found that the 
light helped them to avoid tripping over protruding stones in the roadway. Soon others placed lanterns in front of 
their homes, and eventually the city recognized the need for having well-lighted streets."   



  
Faith that is grounded in the truth of God's Word is like a brilliant light that shows others the way. Developing your 

faith is a critical part of your Christian life. There is no better place to examine where you are on your spiritual journey 
than to examine the courageous faith of Abraham. Abraham is the prime example or pattern that a person is justified by 
faith and by faith alone. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  The source of Abraham's faith (v.17). 
2.  The strength of Abraham's faith (v.18-22). 
3.  The recording of Abraham's faith (v.23-25). 

  
1.  THE SOURCE OF ABRAHAM'S FAITH (v. 17). 

  
Note three points. 
  
1.  It was God Himself whom Abraham believed: "I have made thee a father of many nations" (Romans 4:17; cp. 

Genesis 17:1-5, esp. Genesis 17:4-5). Abraham had never had a son, not by Sarah. He was now about one hundred years 
old, and Sarah was close to the same age. They were both well beyond the years of having a son. Just think about it for a 
moment and the impossibility is clearly realized. If Abraham was ever to have a son, the son would have to come from 
God. God would have to be the source, for only God could do such an impossible thing. And note: despite the 
impossibility Abraham believed God. The source of Abraham's faith was God. 

  
"Have faith in God" (Mark 11:22). 
"But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and 

that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him" (Hebrews 11:6). 
  
2.  It was the God who quickens the dead whom Abraham believed. The source of Abraham's faith was... 

•  the living and true God: the God who is omnipotent, possessing all power, the power to breathe life into 
dead matter 

  
No matter how impossible the promise seemed, God was able to fulfill it because He is God, the One who possesses all 

power (omnipotent). God is able to quicken and resurrect the dead; therefore, He is able to fulfill His promise. 
  

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead [spiritually dead] shall hear the voice of the 
Son of God: and they that hear shall live" (John 5:24-25). 

  
3.  It was the God who creates who was the source of Abraham's faith. Because God is God, that is, omnipotent, He is 

able to create. He can make something out of nothing. He needs nothing to create. He can speak things into existence just 
as He did when He created the world (Genesis 1:1, 3). Abraham believed this; he believed that if it was necessary God 
could create life in the organs of his and Sarah's bodies. Abraham trusted and believed the promise of God. God was the 
source of his faith. 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
The circumstances of life often place believers in situations where faith in God is their only hope. If your faith 

rests in anything or anyone other than God, it is a very shallow faith—to say the least. 
  

Leon and Jane were the perfect model of a happy marriage. After successfully raising two daughters, 
Leon and Jane were ready to settle down and enjoy some time together. But a year later, Leon shocked 
everyone by taking his life. For no apparent reason, Leon took his gun and abruptly and violently ended his 
life.  

Jane's mind flashed back to her wedding day. As she had looked into Leon's eyes, she had taken in every 
word he had said to her: to be her husband...to protect her and to provide for her...in sickness and in 
health...for richer or poorer... "until death do us part." But now, questions and doubt flooded Jane's mind. 



"Lord, I just do not understand. I feel so alone and vulnerable. I trusted Leon for everything. I feel 
sad...disappointed...confused...angry! He promised to take care of me. What am I going to do?" 

  
Leon made a promise he did not keep: to take care of Jane. Over the course of time, Jane came to realize a very 

important principle. No matter how sincere people are, their limitations are numerous. Only God can perfectly 
keep every promise He has made. God promised to be her Protector and Provider—forever. He alone can keep 
such a promise. He alone is the source of your faith. He alone should be the object of your faith. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Note a fact often overlooked. Every promise made by God is a promise that only He can fulfill. He is not 

needed if man can meet and do whatever is needed. Therefore, if a man puts his faith in men, all the hopes and 
promises that extend beyond this life will not be met. No man can fulfill the hope and promise of salvation from 
sin, death, and hell. No man can fulfill the promise that we shall be "the heirs of the world," that we shall receive 
eternal life in the new heavens and earth (cp. Romans 4:13). Only God can fulfill the impossible promise of eternal 
life. 

  
"But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things 

are possible" (Matthew 19:26). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Most people place more faith in themselves and others than they do in God, only calling on God as a last 

resort. Have you ever fallen into this trap? How can you train yourself to put God in His proper place and keep 
Him there? 

2.  When is it easiest for you to believe God's Word? When is it most difficult for you to believe God's 
Word? Is anything too difficult for God? Do you ever act like it is? 

3.  From where does your faith come? Why is it important to know the source of your faith? 
4.  Every promise made by God is a promise that only He can fulfill. What will happen if you try to do what 

only God can do? 
  

2.  THE STRENGTH OF ABRAHAM'S FAITH (v. 18-22). 
  
Note two very significant lessons. 
  
1.  Abraham's faith was in what God said, the promise of a seed or of a son. He had nothing else to go on but God's 

Word: "that which was spoken." 
The phrase "against hope believed in hope" means that Abraham was past hope, beyond all human help and any 

possibility of having a son. His situation was beyond hope, yet he believed God; he placed his hope in God and in what 
God had said. 

a. Abraham was not weak in faith despite thinking about his own physical inability. His body was "now 
dead"; he and Sarah were about one hundred years old. The word dead is a perfect participle in the Greek 
which means that his reproductive organs had stopped functioning and were dead forever; they could never 
again function. Abraham could never have a son; it was not humanly possible. He and Sarah were almost one 
hundred years old, now sexually "dead." 

Abraham thought about the matter. The word considered means he fixed his thoughts, his mind, his 
attention upon the matter. But he did not give in to the thoughts. He was not weak in faith. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Just imagine the personal relationship Abraham must have had with God! To know God so well—loving and 

trusting God so strongly—that God could give him an experience so meaningful that Abraham would believe the 
promise without even staggering in faith. 

  
"And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear [trust] the LORD thy 

God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and 
with all thy soul, to keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes, which I command thee 
this day for thy good?" (Deut. 10:12-13). 

  



b. Abraham was strong in faith—not staggering at the promise of God. Instead he walked about glorifying 
and praising God for His glorious promise. The word "staggered" means he did not waiver, did not vacillate, 
did not question God's ability to fulfill His promise.  

c. Abraham was fully convinced of God's ability and God's power. He knew God could overcome the 
difficulty of his body being "dead," and he believed God could and would either... 

•  quicken his body, or 
•  recreate his reproductive organs (Romans 4:17). 

  
He did not know what method God would use, but he knew God was able to do what He had promised. 

Abraham believed God; he was fully persuaded that the promise would be fulfilled. 
  

"Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass" (Psalm 37:5). 
  
2.  Abraham's faith was credited (counted) as righteousness. Abraham deposited his faith with God, and God credited 

Abraham's faith as righteousness. 
Remember, when a person really believes that Jesus Christ is his Savior, God takes that person's faith and counts it for 

righteousness (Romans 4:3, 5, 9, 11, 22, 24). The person is not righteous; he has no righteousness of his own. He is still 
imperfect, still sinful, still corruptible, still short of God's glory as a sinful human being. But he does believe that Jesus 
Christ is his Savior. Such belief honors God's Son (whom God loves very much), and because it honors God's Son, God 
accepts and counts that person's faith for righteousness. Therefore, that person becomes acceptable to God. 

  
"And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through 

the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith" (Phil. 3:9). 
  

APPLICATION: 
Imagine someone making a large cash deposit into your bank account for you: you did not work for it, ask for 

it, or deserve it. You never have to pay it back. You merely have to acknowledge it and accept it to be able to draw 
upon it. This is what God has done for you in Jesus Christ. He has credited to your account the most valuable 
deposit possible—the gift of eternal life. You did not work for it, ask for it, or deserve it. You never have to pay it 
back. But it is yours—just because you believe in His Son and accept Him.  

If you knew about the bank deposit, you would not dream of letting the money sit there and go to waste, would 
you? How many people never bother to draw upon the gift of eternal life that God has offered? How many times 
have you failed to tell someone about the precious gift that is available to him? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What was the only thing Abraham had to go on? Given his circumstances, would you have done the 
same thing? Why? 

2.  How can you deepen your relationship with God even more—enough so that you would trust Him with 
the impossible? 

3.  When you need to claim one of God's promises, how convinced are you that God has the power to give 
it to you? Do you need to trust God even more than you do? 

  
3.  THE RECORDING OF ABRAHAM'S FAITH (v. 23-25). 

  
The recording of Abraham's faith is for two purposes. 
  
1.  That men might read the account. It was not recorded just to honor Abraham as a great man. It was written so that 

we might read and understand how we are to become acceptable to God. 
  

"But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
ye might have life through his name" (John 20:31). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
What kind of legacy will you leave behind when your life on this earth is done? In Abraham's case, his faith 

became an unmistakable sign for others to note and then follow. 
  



"The great preacher F. B. Meyer said that his thoughts always turned to Titus 2:12 as he walked down 
'Godliman Street' in London. He assumed that the unusual name was evidently a combination of the two 
words 'godly' and 'man,' and he often asked himself, 'Did some saintly Christian once reside here whose 
life was so holy that the entire community was affected by his influence?'"   

  
Ask yourself: Is my life so holy that others are affected by my influence? 

  
"Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 

godly, in this present world" (Titus 2:12). 
  
2.  That men might be counted righteous by believing. It is necessary to believe two things. (See A CLOSER LOOK, 

Romans 4:25 for discussion.) 
a. That God raised Jesus our Lord from the dead (see A CLOSER LOOK, Jesus Christ, Resurrection—

Romans 4:25; note). 
b. That Jesus died for our sins and was raised again for our justification. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What do you know about how to be acceptable to God? What specific Scriptures come to mind that 
instruct you on being acceptable to God? 

2.  In what ways do men attempt (and fail) to become righteous before God? What is the only way you can 
be counted as righteous? 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(4:25) Justification—Jesus Christ, Death; Resurrection—Propitiation: Christ was delivered to death for our sins 

and raised again for our justification. He offered Himself as a propitiation for our sin. Propitiation means sacrifice, 
covering. (See note— Romans 3:25.) Christ offered Himself as our sacrifice, as our substitute, as the covering for our 
sins. God accepted the offering and the sacrifice of His life for us. The resurrection proves it.  

1.  The resurrection shouts loudly and clearly that God is satisfied with the settlement for sin which Christ made. 
2.  The resurrection declares the believer justified, free from sin, and righteous in God's eyes. 
  

"Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
wicked hands have crucified and slain: whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because 
it was not possible that he should be holden of it" (Acts 2:23-24). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How would you explain the term "propitiation" to a brand new Christian? 
2.  Why does the resurrection of Jesus Christ prove God's acceptance of His sacrifice? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
God has given you, the Christian believer, the perfect example of how to develop your faith. The faith of Abraham 

should challenge you to never be satisfied with a mediocre faith. A personal relationship with Jesus Christ requires that 
you be justified, a justification that comes only through believing faith. 

Will you accept the challenge today and strive to match your faith with Abraham's? His example to you is clear. It is 
seen through... 

  
1.  The source of Abraham's faith. 
2.  The strength of Abraham's faith. 
3.  The recording of Abraham's faith. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  



2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  

Study 7: GOD'S UNBELIEVABLE LOVE (PART I): THE RESULTS OF JUSTIFICATION 
Text: Romans 5:1-5 
Aim: To sharpen your focus on the results of justification: the unbelievable love of God. 
Memory Verse: 
"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" 

(Romans 5:1). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
Have you ever thought about what life would be like as a caterpillar? You might assume it would be uneventful and 

boring. The caterpillar plods along until he spins a cocoon and then he waits. But after a period of time, a transformation 
occurs and out of the cocoon flies a beautiful butterfly. 

Like this slow-moving creature, we sometimes tend to look at our current situation and wrongly conclude that we are 
going nowhere, that all is lost. Far too many people tend to think there is no way out, that the grass is always 'greener on 
the other side.' Why? Because... 

•  they suffer set-back after set-back 
•  they never seem to get a break in life 
•  they lose hope that anything will ever change for the better 

  
But God still has a plan for the believer. In fact, He comes to us while we are still caterpillars and declares us to be 

beautiful butterflies—a new creation. This is the wonder of justification: God declares dead men to have new life in His 
Son. Only God has the power to justify. Only God has the power to transform us from death to life. Only God has the love 
that will do such a wonderful thing. 

Man is blessed by God through justification, blessed beyond all imagination. Justification and its results are gloriously 
covered in this passage of Scripture. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  There is justification by faith (v.1). 
2.  There is peace with God (v.1). 
3.  There is access into the grace and the presence of God (v.2). 
4.  There is hope for the glory of God (v.2). 
5.  There is glory in trials and sufferings (v.3-5). 
6.  There is the constant experience of God's love—all through the indwelling presence of His Spirit (v.5). 

  
1.  THERE IS JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH (v. 1). 

  
Justification means to count someone righteous. It means to reckon, to credit, to account, to judge, to treat, to look 

upon as righteous. It does not mean to make a man righteous. All Greek verbs which end in "oun" mean not to make 
someone something, but merely to count, to judge, to treat someone as something.  

  
There are three major points to note about justification. 
1.  Why justification is necessary: 

a. Justification is necessary because of the sin and alienation of man. Man has rebelled against God and 
taken his life into his own hands. Man lives as he desires... 

•  fulfilling the lust of the eyes and of the flesh 
•  clinging to the pride of life and to the things of the world 

  
Man has become sinful and ungodly, an enemy of God, pushing God out of his life and wanting little if 

anything to do with God. Man has separated and alienated himself from God. 
b. Justification is necessary because of the anger and wrath of God. "God is angry with the wicked every 

day" (Psalm 7:11). Sin has aroused God's anger and wrath. God is angry over man's... 



• 
 rebellion 

•  ungodliness 

• 
 hostility 

• 
 unrighteousness 

•  sin •  desertion 
  

Man has turned his back upon God, pushing God away and having little to do with Him. Man has not made 
God the center of his life; man has broken his relationship with God. Therefore, the greatest need in man's life 
is to discover the answer to the question: How can the relationship between man and God be restored? 

2. Why God justifies a man: God justifies a man because of His Son Jesus Christ. When a man believes in Jesus Christ, 
God takes that man's faith and counts it as righteousness. The man is not righteous, but God considers and credits the 
man's faith as righteousness. Why is God willing to do this? 

a. God is willing to justify man because He loves man that much. God loves man so much that He sent His 
Son into the world and sacrificed Him in order to justify man (John 3:16; Romans 5:8). 

b. God is willing to justify man because of what His Son Jesus Christ has done for man.  
⇒ Jesus Christ has secured the Ideal righteousness for man. He came to earth to live a sinless and 

perfect life. As Man, He never broke the law of God; He never went contrary to the will of God, not 
even once. Therefore, He stood before God and before the world as the Ideal Man, the Perfect Man, 
the Representative Man, the Perfect Righteousness that could stand for the righteousness of every 
man. 

⇒ Jesus Christ came into the world to die for man. As the Ideal Man, He could take all the sins of 
the world upon Himself and die for every man. His death could stand for every man. He exchanged 
places with man by becoming the sinner (2 Cor. 5:19). He bore the wrath of God against sin, bearing 
the condemnation for every man. Again, He was able to do this because He was the Ideal Man, and as 
the Ideal Man His death could stand for the death of every man. 

⇒ Jesus Christ came into the world to arise from the dead and thereby to conquer death for man. 
As the Ideal Man, His resurrection and exaltation into the presence of God could stand for every man's 
desperate need to conquer death and to be acceptable to God. His resurrected life could stand for the 
resurrected life of the believer. 

  
Now, as stated above, when a man believes in Jesus Christ—really believes—God takes that man's belief 

and... 
•  counts it as the righteousness (perfection) of Christ. The man is counted as righteous in Christ. 
•  counts it as the death of Christ. The man is counted as having already died in Christ, as having 

already paid the penalty for sin in the death of Christ. 
•  counts it as the resurrection of Christ. The man is counted as already having been resurrected in 

Christ. 
  

Very simply, God loves His Son Jesus Christ so much that He honors any man who honors His Son by 
believing in Him. He honors the man by taking the man's faith and counting (crediting) it as righteousness and 
by giving him the glorious privilege of living with Christ forever in the presence of God. 

3.  How God justifies a man: the word justify is a legal word taken from the courts. It pictures man on trial before God. 
Man is seen as having committed the most heinous of crimes: he has rebelled against God and broken his relationship 
with God. How can he restore that relationship? Within human courts if a man is acquitted, he is declared innocent, but 
this is not true within the Divine Court. When a man appears before God, he is anything but innocent; he is utterly guilty 
and condemned accordingly. 

But when a man sincerely trusts Christ, then God takes that man's faith and counts it as righteousness. By such, God 
counts the man—judges him, treats him—as if he was innocent. The man is not made innocent; he is guilty. He knows it 
and God knows it, but God treats him as innocent. "God justifies the ungodly"—an incredible mercy, a wondrous grace. 
(See Romans 4:1-3; Romans 4:1-25; Romans 4:22.) 

How do we know this? How can we know for sure that God is like this? Because Jesus said so. He said that God loves 
us. We are sinners, yes; but Christ said that we are very, very dear to God. 

  
"Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we 

have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the 
law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified" (Galatians 2:16). 



  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  In practical terms, what does it mean to be justified by faith? Why is it so important to understand this? 
2.  What is the difference between being counted as righteous and being righteous? Can you ever be 

righteous? 
3.  What was your position before God as an unbeliever—before you believed in God's Son? What is your 

position now that you are a believer? How can you demonstrate your love for God in return for what He has 
done for you? 

  
2.  THERE IS PEACE WITH GOD (v. 1). 

  
The first result of justification is peace with God.  
1.  The meaning of peace with God is striking. Peace with God does not mean escapism, a quiet atmosphere, the 

absence of trouble, the control of situations by positive thinking, the denial of problems, the ability to keep from facing 
reality. Peace with God means the sense and knowledge... 

•  that one has restored his relationship with God 
•  that one is no longer alienated and separated from God 
•  that one is now reconciled with God 
•  that one is now accepted by God 
•  that one is freed from the wrath and judgment of God 
•  that one is freed from fearing God's wrath and judgment 
•  that one is now pleasing God 
•  that one is at peace with God 

  
2.  The source of peace is Jesus Christ. Men can have peace with God only because of Jesus Christ. It is He who 

reconciles men to God. He has made peace by the blood of His cross. (See Romans 3:25.) 
  

"For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 
between us; having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace" (Ephes. 2:14-15). 

  
3.  The reason we have peace is the glorious truth of justification (see Romans 5:1 for discussion). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What does it mean to you personally to be at peace with God? 
2.  Why is the source of peace such an important thing to know? 
3.  Can you have peace without God, without the justification He offers? Why or why not? 

  
3.  THERE IS ACCESS INTO THE GRACE, THE FAVOR, AND THE PRESENCE OF GOD (v. 2). 

  
The second result of justification is access into the grace of God. 
1.  Grace means a gift or a favor, an unmerited and undeserved gift or favor. In the present passage grace is looked 

upon as a place or a position. Grace is a place to which we are brought, a position into which we are placed. It is the place 
of God's presence, the position of salvation. The person who is justified... 

•  stands in God's presence 
•  stands before God saved 
•  stands in the favor of God 
•  stands in the privileges of God 
•  stands in the promises of God 

  
2.  Note it is through Christ that we have access into this grace. The word "access" means to bring to, to move to, to 

introduce, to present. The thought is that of being in a royal court and being presented and introduced to the King of kings. 
Jesus Christ is the One who throws open the door into God's presence. He is the One who presents us to God, the 
Sovereign Majesty of the universe. 

  



"I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture" 
(John 10:9). 

  
APPLICATION: 
Note we "stand" in God's grace, in His presence. 

1) We are not bowed down, intimidated, stricken with fear, and humiliated. Christ has justified us, removed 
our guilt and shame, and given us great confidence before God. Therefore, we take a stand of honor and 
dignity before Him, standing in the perfect righteousness of the Lord Jesus. 

2) We are not sitting or lying down, but we are standing. This pictures our service and labor for God. We 
are brought into His presence for the purpose of service; therefore, there is not time for sitting and lying 
around. We stand before Him justified, yes, but we stand to receive our orders from Him. (Cp. 1 Cor. 15:58; 
2 Cor. 5:18-21.) 

  
Just imagine! Because of what Jesus Christ did, you are able to stand in the presence of the God of universe, the 

Creator of all mankind, the only true and living God. You can know God as your Father; you can be loved and 
treated as a precious child. You can be a joint heir with Jesus Christ. God could not have made a greater sacrifice 
nor given a greater gift—all because He loves you! 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How would you explain the meaning of God's grace to an unbeliever? Why is it crucial for you to be 
able to explain the meaning of grace to others? 

2.  Jesus Christ provides the only access to the grace of God. Why was Christ God's choice to do this? 
Could anyone else have qualified? 

3.  What is the significance of your standing in God's presence? 
  

4.  THERE IS HOPE FOR THE GLORY OF GOD (v. 2). 
  
The third result of justification is hope, hope for the glory of God. Note that the hope of the believer is for the glory of 

God. 
1.  When Scripture speaks of the believer's hope, it does not mean what the world means by hope. The hope of the 

world is a desire, a want. The world hopes—wants, desires—that something will happen. But this is not the hope of the 
believer. The hope of the believer is a surety: it is perfect assurance, confidence, and knowledge. How can hope be so 
absolute and assured? By being an inward possession. The believer's hope is based upon the presence of God's Spirit who 
dwells within the believer. In fact, the believer possesses the hope of glory only by the Spirit of God who dwells within 
him. 

  
"For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the 

gospel" (Col. 1:5). 
  
2.  The glory hoped for by the believer is to abundantly exceed the most wonderful experience we can ask or think. 

Glory means to possess and to be full of perfect light; to dwell in the perfect splendor and magnificence of God. 
  

"Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, 
let him hear" (Matthew 13:43). 

  
APPLICATION: 
Note how far short we often come. Instead of rejoicing in the glorious hope God has given... 

•  we moan, groan, and complain, living a discouraged and defeated life. 
•  we slip back into the ways of the world: the lust of the flesh and the eyes, pursuing the pride of 

life and the things of the world. (Cp. 1 John 2:15-16.) 
•  we become discouraged and defeated, no longer conscious of the glorious hope for the glory of 

God. 
  

"Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; having made known unto us 
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself" (Ephes. 
1:8-9). 



  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What is the difference between the world's view of hope and the Christian's view of hope? 
2.  When life is difficult, in what ways do you struggle to keep hope alive? 
3.  Does your everyday life reflect a true hope for the glory of God, or would people be surprised to know 

that you have a priceless treasure at your disposal? 
  

5.  THERE IS GLORY IN TRIALS AND SUFFERING (v. 3-5). 
  
The fourth result of justification is glory in trials and sufferings. When a man is truly justified, he is no longer defeated 

by trials and sufferings. Trials and sufferings no longer discourage and swamp him, no longer cast him down into the 
dungeon of despair and hopelessness. The very opposite is true. Trials and sufferings become purposeful and meaningful. 
The truly justified man knows... 

•  that his life and welfare are completely in God's care and under His watchful eye. 
•  Therefore, whatever events come into his life—whether good or bad—they are allowed by God for a 

reason. The justified man knows that God will take the trials and sufferings of this world and work them out 
for good, even if God has to twist and move every event surrounding the believer. 

  
This passage explains the great benefits of trials and sufferings; it shows exactly how the trials and sufferings of life 

work good for us. The word trials or tribulations means pressure, oppression, affliction, and distress. It means to be 
pressed together ever so tightly. It means all kinds of pressure ranging from the day to day pressures over to the pressure 
of confronting the most serious afflictions, even that of death itself. 

  
"In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world" (John 16:33). 

  
1.  Trials stir patience: endurance, fortitude, stedfastness, constancy, perseverance. The word is not passive; it is active. 

It is not the spirit that just sits back and puts up with the trials of life, taking whatever may come. Rather it is the spirit that 
stands up and faces life's trials, that actively goes about conquering and overcoming them. When trials confront a man 
who is truly justified, he is stirred to arise and face the trials head on. He immediately sets out to conquer and overcome 
them. He knows that God is allowing the trials in order to teach him more and more patience (endurance). 

  
"My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; knowing this, that the trying of your 

faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting 
nothing" (James 1:2-4). 

  
2.  Patience stirs experience: character, integrity, strength. The idea is that of proven experience, of gaining strength 

through the trials of life; therefore, the word is more accurately translated character. When a justified man endures trials, 
he comes out of it stronger than ever before. He is a man of much stronger character and integrity. He knows much more 
about the presence and strength of God. 

  
"Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and God of all 

comfort; who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any 
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God" (2 Cor. 1:3-4). 

  
3.  Experience stirs hope: to expect with confidence; to anticipate knowing; to look and long for with surety; to desire 

with assurance; to rely on with certainty; to trust with the guarantee; to believe with the knowledge. Note that hope is 
expectation, anticipation, looking and longing for, desiring, relying upon, and trusting. But it is also confidence, 
knowledge, surety, assurance, certainty, and a guarantee. When a justified man becomes stronger in character, he draws 
closer to God; and the closer he draws to God, the more he hopes for the glory of God. 

4.  Hope never shames: never disappoints, deludes, deceives, confounds, confuses. The believer, the person who is 
truly justified, will never be disappointed or shamed. He will see his hope fulfilled. He will live forever in the presence of 
God inheriting the promises God has given in His Word. 

  
"Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed" (Romans 9:33). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 



Some people retreat at the first sign of trial or tribulation. They give up all hope of overcoming and learning 
from the experience. People who live for comfort and for the pleasures of the world see trials as a thing to be 
avoided at all costs. God wants believers to glory in their trials and sufferings, that is, tro grow and become 
stronger because of the experience. Here is an example of a man who refused to allow trials to defeat him in life. 

  
"What do you do when faced by a closed door in life? A young boy from Missouri named Harry had to 

answer that question. He gave evidence of brilliance on the piano even as a child. In addition to being 
gifted, Harry had such discipline that at the age of seven he was at the keyboard by five each morning. He 
practiced faithfully for hours each day. Under the tutelage of Mrs. E.C. White, he produced each day 
stronger hope that he would eventually reach greatness. 

"When Harry was 15, Mrs. White brought news to her star pupil. Paderewski, the greatest pianist of the 
day was coming to town. The young boy was thrilled as he listened to Paderewski play. Mrs. White took her 
pupil backstage after the concert to meet Paderewski. With trembling voice, the young boy told the world-
renowned pianist that he played his minuet. 'There is a part of it,' young Harry explained, 'that I do not 
know how to execute.' 

"Paderewski walked back with the boy to the empty stage and to the piano. The boy sat at the same 
piano where Paderewski had played only a few minutes before. As the student played, Paderewski gave a 
smile of approval to the boy's teacher. A bright future seemed to loom before him. 

"Then ensued the closed door. The next year Harry's father lost everything in the Kansas City grain 
market. Harry had to go to work, and his dreams of the concert stage were shattered.  

"Did the boy give up on life? Did he let this closed door stop him? 
"Not at all, for this young, gifted, promising pianist would become world famous before his life was 

over, as President of the United States. His name was Harry S. Truman."   
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Believers are not immune from trials and tribulations. How is it possible to glory in trials and suffering 

during difficult circumstances? 
2.  Relate an example of how trials stir patience; how patience stirs experience; how experience stirs hope. 
3.  How does the hope that God gives help you to live daily for Christ? 

  
6.  THERE IS THE CONTINUOUS EXPERIENCE OF GOD'S LOVE THROUGH THE INDWELLING 

SPIRIT (v. 5). 
  
1.  The love of God is demonstrated in His justifying the man who truly believes in His Son Jesus Christ. 
  

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 

  
2.  The Holy Spirit sheds the love of God abroad in our hearts. He grows and matures us in the love of God, increasing 

our understanding of what God has done and is doing for us. He helps us learn more and more about our justification and 
more and more of the glorious salvation He promises. 

The Holy Spirit... 
•  makes us conscious and aware of God's love, and gives us a deep and intimate sense of God's love. 
•  makes us conscious and aware of God's presence, and of His care and concern for all that is involved in 

salvation. 
  
It is the sense and intimacy of God's love that is being stressed: a personal manifestation, a personal experience of the 

presence and love of God, of His justification and care for us as we walk through life moment by moment. 
  

"He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall 
be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him" (John 14:21). 

  
Note: the Holy Spirit is "given unto us." He enters our hearts and lives for the very purpose of sealing or guaranteeing 

us. He seals or guarantees our justification, and He seals the fact that God loves us and cares for and looks after us. It is 
because of His indwelling presence that we have the continuous and unbroken experience of God's love. But remember: 



this glorious intimacy with God is a result of justification. Only the person who is truly justified experiences the love of 
God. 

Note another fact: the love of God is a gift, a gift deposited in the believer by the Holy Spirit. (Cp. the divine nature 
which is deposited within us when we truly trust Jesus Christ as our Savior, 2 Peter 1:4.) 

  
"For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 

whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of 
God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, 
that we may be also glorified together" (Romans 8:15-17). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
God has given the Holy Spirit to you, the Christian believer. How much of your life do you allow the Holy 

Spirit to enter? 
  

"Mendelssohn [the great composer] once visited a cathedral containing one of the most priceless 
organs in Europe. He listened to the organist, then asked for permission to play. 'I don't know you,' was the 
reply, 'and we don't allow any chance stranger to play upon this organ.' 

"At last the great musician persuaded the organist to let him play. As Mendelssohn played, the great 
cathedral was filled with such music as the organist had never heard. With tears in his eyes he laid his 
hand upon Mendelssohn's shoulder. 'Who are you?' he asked. 'Mendelssohn,' came the reply. The old 
organist was dumbfounded. 'To think that an old fool like me nearly forbade Mendelssohn to play upon my 
organ!' 

"If we only knew what wonderful harmonies the Holy Spirit can draw out of our lives, we should not be 
content until He has complete possession and is working in us and through us to do His will."   

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Can you honestly say that you are aware of the presence of the Holy Spirit in your life? Always? 
Frequently? Occasionally? Never? 

2.  How can you become more conscious of the Holy Spirit in your life? Why do you need to be more 
conscious of the Holy Spirit? 

3.  What are the benefits of having the Holy Spirit in your life? Are the benefits worth making more of an 
effort on your part? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
God loves you beyond all belief. His love for you cannot be easily measured. It is greater than the highest mountain 

and deeper than the deepest ocean. God's love stretches from finger tip to finger tip, from hands that were held secure by 
the piercing nails of the cross. The same love that held Christ on the cross is available to you today, available to justify 
you. What are the results of God's justification of your life? 

  
1.  There is justification by faith. 
2.  There is peace with God. 
3.  There is access into the grace and the presence of God. 
4.  There is hope for the glory of God. 
5.  There is glory in trials and sufferings. 
6.  There is the constant experience of God's love—all through the indwelling presence of His Spirit. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  



4.  Closing Prayer Of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  

Study 8: GOD'S UNBELIEVABLE LOVE (PART II): THE GREAT DEPTH OF JUSTIFICATION 
Text: Romans 5:6-11 
Aim: To become gripped with God's love—so gripped that it influences your every thought and action. 
Memory Verse: 
"But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" 

(Romans 5:8). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
If you had to come up with a list, who would you be willing to die for? Would you die for... 

•  your country? 
•  your children? 
•  a close friend? 
•  a poor man? 
•  a hardened criminal? 
•  a murderer? 
•  a convicted drunk driver? 
•  a drug addict? 
•  a person infected with the aids virus? 
•  an atheist who hated you and your God? 

  
Jesus Christ did. He died for everyone, even for those who are on the bottom rung of society's ladder. He died for the 

person who has never missed a day of church. He died for the person who has never been to church. He did not wait for us 
to improve our lives. He died for us while we were stuck in sin's lethal grasp. Unbelievable? In a way, yes. Impossible? In 
a word, no. 

This passage discusses God's unbelievable love. It shows the great depth of justification. The passage also gives one of 
the clearest definitions of agape love. It actually shows the meaning of agape love. Agape love goes much farther than 
phileo love. Phileo love is brotherly love, a love that gives itself for a brother. But agape love is a new kind of love: it is a 
godly love, a sacrificial love, a love that gives itself for those without strength (Romans 5:6), for the ungodly (Romans 
5:6), for sinners (Romans 5:8), and for enemies (Romans 5:10). 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  We were ungodly and without strength, yet Christ died for us (v.6-7). 
2.  We were sinners, yet God demonstrated His love for us (v.8-9). 
3.  We were enemies, yet God reconciled and saved us (v.10-11). 

  
1.  WE WERE UNGODLY AND WITHOUT STRENGTH, YET CHRIST DIED FOR US (v. 6-7). 

  
God's great love is seen in this unbelievable act. 
1.  We were without strength: weak, worthless, useless, helpless, hopeless, destitute, powerless. We were spiritually 

worthless and useless and unable to help ourselves. 
  

"I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing: I am come into deep waters, where the floods overflow 
me" (Psalm 69:2). 

  
2.  We were ungodly: not like God, different from God, profane, having a different life-style than God. God is godly, 

that is, perfect; man is ungodly, that is, he is not like God; he is imperfect. 
  

"Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, for the 
ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for 
manslayers, for whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for 
perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine" (1 Tim. 1:9-10). 

  
3.  It was in due time that Christ died for us. It was in God's appointed time: His destined time, appropriate time. Men 

had to be prepared for Christ before God could send Him into the world. Men had to learn that they were without strength 



and ungodly, that they needed a Savior. (This was the purpose of the Old Testament and the law, to show men that they 
were sinful. See Romans 4:14-15.) 

  
"But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the 

law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons" (Galatians 4:4-5). 
  
4.  Christ died for us. The word for means for our benefit, for our sake, in our behalf, in our stead, as our substitute. 

a. Christ died as our sacrifice (as our substitute). 
  

"And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but 
unto him which died for them, and rose again" (2 Cor. 5:15). 

  
b. Christ died as our ransom (for our release). 

  
"Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 

peculiar people, zealous of good works" (Titus 2:14). 
  

c. Christ died as our propitiation (to redeem us). 
  

"Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God" (Romans 
3:25). 

  
5.  God's love is an uncommon and an unbelievable love. Just think about the illustration given in Scripture. Some 

people will attempt to save a person caught in a desperate tragedy, and others might offer their lives to represent leaders in 
their great purpose. 

⇒ A few will die for a just and upright man (righteous). 
⇒ Some will even dare to die for a "good" man. 

  
But this is not what Christ did. Christ did not die for the righteous and godly man nor for the good and pure man. He 

went well beyond what men do. Christ... 
•  died for the ungodly, for those who were the very opposite of righteous and good. 
•  died for those "without strength": the useless, destitute, worthless, and those without value to society and 

men.  
  
Christ died for those for whom no other man would die, for those who were of no value and of no good. He died for 

those who were diametrically opposed to God, the very opposite from all that He is. Such is the unbelievable love of God; 
such is the depth of justification. 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
What if you were poor, a social outcast, an unlovely person? How would you want to be treated by other 

people? You would want to be treated with dignity and with respect. You would want to be loved because of who 
you are, not because of what you are not. Jesus Christ loves everyone with a love that is unconditional. It is not a 
love that is based upon performance or status but upon need—a need that everyone shares. 

  
The late shift at the hospital's emergency room was busy as usual. People from all walks of life were in 

desperate need of its services. Freddy was brought in because of his latest drug overdose. A pathetic figure, 
Freddy's only success in life was that he had failed to kill himself—at least up to this point. Terri fell into 
the trap of basing her popularity on how many boys she sexually pleased. Eventually, one of her boyfriends 
passed on a sexually-transmitted disease that would be with her for the remaining years of her life. She was 
here to get some relief, again. John, on the other hand, was a model father and husband—a good and 
faithful man. John's life was now hanging in the balance because of a terrible car accident. 

The doctor on call that night was equipped to handle any type of medical emergency. He moved from 
room to room, giving the same quality of care to each of his patients: to Freddy, to Terri, and to John. He 
did not look at the bank accounts of his patients before he treated them. He did not notice the color of their 
skin. He did not judge them for the reason they had come to the emergency room. He was there to care for 



them, to comfort them, to help them recover. The doors to the emergency room were opened to anyone who 
had an emergency. 

  
The sole reason for the emergency room is to have a place where people who need care can receive it. In the 

same way, God is there for all of us—men, women, boys, and girls—who are not just sick with sin, but who are 
dead in sin, who are in need of a doctor who can save and give us eternal life. Jesus Christ did not die for the good 
man, but He died for those who could not help themselves. He died for those whom no one else could or would die 
for. He died for you. 

  
"But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement 

of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed" (Isaiah 53:5). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  How would you characterize your life before Christ saved you? What special qualities did you have that 

caused Christ to save you? 
2.  God loves the unlovely as much as He does the lovely. What challenges do you face in loving the 

unlovely? 
3.  How can you go about expressing the love of God to others so they will have a desire to know His love 

personally? 
  

2.  WE WERE SINNERS, YET GOD DEMONSTRATED HIS LOVE FOR US (v. 8-9). 
  
The word commendeth means to show, prove, exhibit, demonstrate. It is the present tense: God is always showing and 

proving His love to us. The word sinners refers to a man who is sinful, the man who sins... 
•  by disobeying God's Word and will (cp. Romans 1:29-31) 
•  by living selfishly 
•  by ignoring God's commandments 
•  by doing his own thing 
•  by the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes 
•  by pursuing the pride of life and the things of the world 

  
The point is this: it is "while we were yet sinners" that God proved His love to us. This is the unbelievable love of God, 

that He stooped down to save sinners. We would expect Him to save righteous and good men, but it catches us completely 
off-guard when it is stated that He saves sinners. Such is the unbelievable love of God. 

Now note how God proved His love.  
1.  God proved His love by giving up His only Son to die for us. Some earthly fathers would be willing to give up their 

sons for a "good" man or for a great cause. But how many would be willing to give up their sons for a man who 
committed treason or for a man who murdered one of the greatest men living? Think of the enormous price God paid in 
proving His love: He gave up His Son to die for the unworthy and useless, the ungodly and sinful, the wicked and 
depraved—the worst sinners and outcasts imaginable. Just think what God Himself must have gone through: the feelings, 
the suffering, the hurt, the pain, the terrible emotional strain. Just think what is involved in God giving up His Son: 

⇒ God had to send His Son out of the spiritual and eternal world (dimension) into the physical and 
corruptible world (dimension). 

⇒ God had to humiliate His Son by stripping Him of His eternal glory and insisting that He become 
clothed with corruptible flesh and die as a man. 

⇒ God had to watch His Son walk through life being rejected, denied, cursed, abused, arrested, tortured, 
and murdered. God had to sit back and watch His Son suffer being murdered by the hands of men; He had to 
sit back when He knew He could reach out and deliver Him. 

⇒ God had to destine His Son to die upon the cross for the sins of men. 
⇒ God had to lay all the sins of the world upon His Son and let Him bear them all. 
⇒ God had to judge His Son as the sinner and condemn Him to death for sin. 
⇒ God had to turn His back upon Christ in death. 
⇒ God had to cast His wrath against sin upon Christ. 



⇒ God has to bear the pain of His Son's sufferings eternally, for He is eternal and the death of His Son is 
ever before His face. (Just imagine! It is beyond our comprehension, but the eternal agony is a fact because of 
the eternal nature of God.) 

  
As stated, God proved His love. He has given up His Son to die for us. We do not deserve it—we never have and we 

never will—but God loves us with an unbelievable love. Therefore, He has given His Son to die for us, as our substitute, 
in our behalf. 

  
"But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our 

peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed" (Isaiah 53:5). 
  

APPLICATION: 
God showed the greatest example of sacrifice when He gave us His Son to die for our sin. We are a society that 

needs to learn the value of real sacrifice. 
⇒ Parents need to sacrifice in order to raise their children as true Christian believers. 
⇒ Young people need to sacrifice in order to remain pure. 
⇒ Christian businessmen need to sacrifice in order to keep a Christian witness. 

  
Sacrifice does not come easily. If we want to be more like Jesus, we must be willing to count the cost. We must 

look at the cost He paid. 
  

"Gary Player for years was a great competitor in national and international golf tournaments. People 
would constantly come up to him and make the same remark: 'I'd give anything if I could hit a golf ball like 
you.' 

"Player, on one occasion, lost his patience when a spectator made that comment, and replied, 'No you 
wouldn't. You'd do anything to hit a golf ball like I do if it were easy! Do you know what you have to do to 
hit a golf ball like I do? You've got to get up at 5:00 every morning, go out to the golf course, and hit a 
thousand golf balls! Your hands start bleeding, and you walk to the clubhouse and wash the blood off your 
hands, slap a bandage on it, and go our and hit another thousand golf balls! That is what it takes to hit a 
golf ball like I do!' 

"Playing the game of life like that will cost you something."   
  
2.  God proves His love by justification through the blood of Christ. 
  

"And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by 
him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven" (Col. 1:20). 

  
3.  God proves His love by saving us from wrath. 
  

"For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 
6:23). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Think carefully: What sins did you have to overcome before Christ saved you? What lesson does this 
teach you about loving and forgiving others? 

2.  God willingly gave His only Son to die for sinners. (Imagine yourself in that position!) What do you 
think God was feeling as His Son died on the cross? What does this tell you about God's love for you? 

  
3.  WE WERE ENEMIES, YET GOD RECONCILED AND SAVED US (v. 10-11). 

  
God reconciles and saves us by doing three things. 
1.  God reconciles us (restores us) by Christ's death (see A CLOSER LOOK—Romans 5:10 for discussion). 
2.  God saves us by Christ's life. "His life" means the life of the living Lord. Christ stands before God as our great 

Intercessor and Mediator. Standing before God, He stands as the Sinless and Righteous Son of God, as the Ideal and 
Perfect Man. When we believe in Christ, God takes our belief and counts it as righteousness. The Ideal Righteousness of 



Christ covers us, and God accepts and saves us because we trust Christ as the living Lord, as our Intercessor and Mediator 
before God.  

  
"For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. 2:5). 

  
3.  God gives us joy through the atonement or reconciliation of Christ. A person who receives so much from God is 

bound to be filled with joy and rejoicing. 
  

"These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full" 
(John 15:11). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Christ's death restores you to God. Christ's death saves you. How can you explain this in simple terms to 
an unbeliever? 

2.  Why is it important for you to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ? 
3.  What is the source of the believer's joy? What is the key to experiencing this joy daily? 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(5:10) Reconcile—Reconciliation: to change, to change thoroughly, to exchange, to change from enmity to friendship, 

to bring together, to restore. The idea is that two persons who should have been together all along are brought together; 
two persons who had something between them are restored and reunited. 

Three points should be noted about reconciliation. 
1.  The thing that broke the relationship between God and man was sin. Men are said to be enemies of God (Romans 

5:10), and the word "enemies" refers back to the sinners and the ungodly (Romans 5:6, 8). The "enemies" of God are the 
sinners and ungodly of this world. This simply means that every man is an enemy of God, for every man is a sinner and 
ungodly. This may seem unkind and harsh, but it is exactly what Scripture is saying. The fact is clearly seen by thinking 
about the matter for a moment. 

The sinner cannot be said to be a friend of God's. He is antagonistic toward God, opposing what God stands for. The 
sinner is... 

•  rebelling 
against God 

•  disobeying 
God 

•  rejecting 
God 

•  fighting 
against God 

•  cursing God •  denying God 
•  ignoring 

God 
•  refusing to 

live for God 
  
When any of us sin, we work against God and promote evil by word and example.  

⇒ When the sinner lives for himself, he becomes an enemy of God. Why? Because God does not live for 
Himself. God gave Himself up in the most supreme way possible: He gave His only Son to die for us. 

⇒ When the sinner lives for the world and worldly things, he becomes an enemy of God. Why? Because he 
chooses the temporal—that which passes away—over God. He chooses it when God has provided eternal life 
for him through the death of His Son. 

  
This is the point of God's great love or reconciliation. He did not reconcile and save us when we were righteous and 

good. He reconciled and saved us when we were enemies, ignoring and rejecting Him. As stated above, it is because we 
are sinners and enemies that we need to be reconciled. 

2.  The way men are reconciled to God is by the death of His Son, Jesus Christ. Very simply stated, when a man 
believes that Jesus Christ died for him... 

•  God accepts the death of Jesus Christ for the death of the man. 
•  God accepts the sins borne by Christ as the sins committed by the man. 
•  God accepts the condemnation borne by Christ as the condemnation due to the man. 

  



Therefore, the man is freed from his sins and the punishment due his sins. Christ bore both the sins and the punishment 
for the man. The man who truly believes that God loves that much—enough to give His only begotten Son—becomes 
acceptable to God, reconciled forever and ever. 

3.  God is the One who reconciles, not men. Men do not reconcile themselves to God. They cannot do enough work or 
enough good to become acceptable to God. Reconciliation is entirely the act of God. God is the One who reaches out to 
men and reconciles them unto Himself. Men receive the reconciliation of God. 

  
"And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the 

ministry of reconciliation" (2 Cor. 5:18; cp. Romans 5:19-21). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Do you love your enemies? Do you love them enough to die for them? Relating to your enemies is one of life's 

greatest challenges. The old nature says to retaliate against them, but the new nature—the one that has been born 
again—is commanded to love our enemies. The Lord Jesus did this very thing. 

"In Context, Martin Marty retells a parable from the Eye of the Needle newsletter: 
"A holy man was engaged in his morning meditation under a tree whose roots stretched out over the 

riverbank. During his meditation he noticed that the river was rising, and a scorpion caught in the roots 
was about to drown. He crawled out on the roots and reached down to free the scorpion, but every time he 
did so, the scorpion struck back at him. 

"An observer came along and said to the holy man, 'Don't you know that's a scorpion, and it's in the 
nature of a scorpion to want to sting?' 

"To which the holy man replied, 'That may well be, but it is my nature to save, and I must change my 
nature because the scorpion does not change its nature?"   

  
Have you allowed God's loving nature to change your sinful nature? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
There are a lot of things in this world that are beyond belief. Some things seem too good to be true, while even more 

are too appalling to believe. The world has no concept of God's great love for the sinner. Who can comprehend Christ's 
unconditional love? Who can begin to explain how much He loves people, how much He loves you?  

The great composer Charles Wesley captured the essence of this truth as he penned the words to this classic hymn, 
"And Can It Be?" 

  
"And can it be that I should gain an int'rest in the Savior's blood?  
Died He for me, who caused His pain?  
For me, who Him to death pursued?  
Amazing love! How can it be that Thou, My God shouldst die for me?" 

  
In this splendid passage of Scripture, the apostle Paul explained this great truth: 
  

1.  We were ungodly and without strength, yet Christ died for us. 
2.  We were sinners, yet God demonstrated His love for us. 
3.  We were enemies, yet God reconciled and saved us. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer Of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  



Study 9: ADAM AND CHRIST: THE TWO FOCAL POINTS OF HISTORY 
Text: Romans 5:12-21 
Aim: To mark the sharp contrast between the life of Adam and the life of Christ: To understand exactly 

what Christ has done for you. 
Memory Verse: 
"For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of 

grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ" (Romans 5:17). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
The challenge for every Christian believer is to follow a straight and narrow path of holiness. Life provides many forks 

in the road where decisions must be made: to love God or to love self, to follow God or to follow the world. It was the 
great devotional writer Oswald Chambers who wrote: 

  
"Am I becoming more and more in love with God as a holy God, or with the conception of an amiable being 

who says, 'Oh, well, sin doesn't matter much?'"   
  
The believer must decide to follow either the path of death and destruction as introduced to the world by Adam, or to 

follow the path of holiness and life as introduced to the world by Jesus Christ, by His life, death, and resurrection. 
This passage deals with two of the focal points of human history. It deals with Adam and Christ, the two chief 

representatives and figureheads of the human race. It tells how sin and death entered the world and how Jesus Christ 
counteracted sin and death. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  The entrance of sin and death through Adam (v.12-14). 
2.  The counteraction—the reversal—of sin and death by Christ (v.15-18). 
3.  Conclusion (v.19-21). 

  
1.  THE ENTRANCE OF SIN AND DEATH THROUGH ADAM (v. 12-14). 

  
1.  The fact is very simply stated: sin and death entered the world through one man, Adam. God had said: 
  

"Of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof [disobey God] thou shalt surely die" (Genesis 2:17). 

  
Adam sinned and corrupted himself; therefore, he died.  
2.  Adam's nature of sin and death was and still is passed on to all men. His corruptible nature was passed on to his 

children and on down through history to all men. It is a well known fact that the child inherits the nature of his parents. 
Therefore, if the parent's nature is bent toward sin and is corruptible, so will the child's nature be. Nature is like an 
infectious blood line: whatever the nature is, it is passed on down to the next generation. 

Now note a significant fact: a man is not condemned to death because of Adam's sin. Scripture clearly says this: 
"Death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned" (Romans 5:12). A man dies because of his own sins, not because 
of his father's sins. Every man is personally responsible to God. 

  
"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). 

  
3.  The proof that we inherit Adam's nature is that sin and death existed even before the law (Romans 5:13). The law of 

God does charge men with sin; it does show men that they are sinful and condemned to die. But something caused men to 
sin and die before the law was ever given to Moses in a written form. The people before Moses were not charged with sin 
by the law, for they did not have the law in a permanent and written form. What was it then that was causing the people 
between Adam and Moses to sin and die? It was nature, the sinful, corruptible nature of man, the nature that every child 
inherited from his father; and the process began with Adam. Adam was the first man created by God, and he was the first 
to sin, to become corruptible, and to bear the punishment of death. 

  
"In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou 

taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return" (Genesis 3:19). 
  



4.  The importance of Adam is critical. He was "the figure [type, picture] of Him that was to come," that is, of Christ. 
Adam and Christ are pictured as the two pivotal points of human history, as the two figureheads or representatives of the 
human race. (Cp. 1 Cor. 15:20-28, 45-49.) Adam stands at the head of the human race, as the first to bring sin and death to 
man: "Thy first father hath sinned" (Isaiah 43:27). Christ stands at the head of the human race... 

•  as the first to live a sinless and perfect life, securing a perfect righteousness 
•  as the first to conquer death by literally arising from the dead 

  
Now note the difference between Adam and Christ. Adam was made a "living soul"; Christ a "quickening spirit" 

(1 Cor. 15:45). What man needs and has always needed is a "quickening spirit," a spirit that has the power to infuse life 
into his soul, life that is both abundant and eternal. 

  
"Therefore as by the offense of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the 

righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For as by one man's 
disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous" (Romans 
5:18-19). 

  
5.  Note that sin is the cause of death, and that Adam was the cause of sin. He was the author of apostasy, of 

withdrawal from God. Whatever theories may say, one thing is clear: Adam was the cause of sin in the very same way in 
which Christ is the cause of righteousness. 

a. Note Romans 5:13.  Since Adam, sin has been universal. But sin was not charged against a person 
because there was no law. There has to be a law for there to be a charge. 

b. Note Romans 5:14.  Nevertheless, death was still the judgment and experience of man. Why? Why did 
man die if he was not charged with personal sin? Because Adam was the figurehead and the representative man 
for all who would be born with his nature. What does this mean? He sinned, took on a corruptible nature, 
therefore, he died (Romans 5:12f). So death was passed on to all men because all inherited the corruptible 
nature of Adam (Romans 5:12f). 

  
Some argue that this is unjust—to be condemned to die because the father of the human race, Adam, sinned. But the 

argument is not familiar with the facts, for the truth is, the way to eternal life is now clearer and much more positive. God 
has now made a greater provision for life and salvation. This is clearly seen in three facts. 

⇒ A man now has a clearer choice than Adam had. A man can now live forever by simply choosing to take 
Christ into his life, and the positive choice of choosing Christ is greater and has more pull than Adam's choice. 
Adam was to remain incorruptible if he did not eat of the fruit of the tree. Note his choice was a negative 
command and it had no pull and no power to enable him to obey. Man's choice today is positive. Adam was 
forbidden to do something. We are instructed to do something—a positive command. These two facts, the 
fuller and clearer revelation in Christ and the stronger pull of the positive, show that every man has an equal 
chance at immortality; and in reality, man today has more of a chance than Adam had, more than an equal 
chance. 

⇒ There is no human life apart from being born to corruptible human beings. It is a matter of being born 
and privileged with life or not being born and never having the privilege of life. In order to have the privilege 
of living, a person has to be born of corruptible parents. 

⇒ The way of salvation and the way for man to live forever is now much clearer. Man could never know 
the love of God apart from being born into a corruptible world and experiencing the love of God demonstrated 
in Christ Jesus. Therefore, the birth of a person, his entrance into the world, is the greatest imaginable blessing. 
Being born into this depraved and corruptible world is the only way a person can ever know the love of God 
and experience eternal life with God. 

  
"That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward 

us through Christ Jesus" (Ephes. 2:7). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Can you justify your sin by blaming it on Adam? Why or why not? If you had been the first man, do you 

think you could have remained sinless? 
2.  What is the ultimate cause of death? What have you done to keep yourself from spiritual death? 
3.  What advantages do you have that Adam did not have? Imagine having to live each day with your 

salvation depending on your complete obedience! Would you ever be saved? Would you remain saved?  



4.  Do you live in such a way that you show your gratitude to God for making your salvation truly 
accessible and eternal? 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(5:12) Sin—Death: Adam sinned and corrupted himself; therefore, he died. Why is there such an awful penalty for 

sin? Is not death an awful price to pay for sin? Such questions overlook the awfulness and seriousness of sin. Sin is the 
most heinous, vulgar, uncouth, abominable, outrageous, shocking, and hateful thing that can exist. Two things show the 
evil nature of sin. 

1.  Sin is the ultimate thing that can be done against God. Sin is disobeying God and rebelling against God. Sin acts 
against God, fights and struggles against God. Sin goes against all that God is. Sin is insurrection against God; it is the 
crime of high treason against God. To turn away from the Supreme Being of the universe is to commit the ultimate offense 
(disobedience), and the ultimate offense deserves the ultimate judgment: death. (Keep in mind the glorious love of God. 
The only way to truly see the love of God is to see man committing the ultimate offense against God [disobeying Him] 
and having to bear the ultimate punishment of death. Seeing this is the only way a man can see how God paid the ultimate 
price in giving His Son to die for us. His love is the supreme love, the love that sacrificed the greatest thing in all the 
world, that gave His Son to die for sinners. See Romans 5:6-11.) 

2.  Sin cost God the ultimate price, the supreme sacrifice of His Son. God, being God, is perfect love. As perfect love 
He is bound to prove His love by providing a way for man to be forgiven his sin and to be saved. And the way chosen to 
save man had to be the perfect salvation, the perfect expression of His love. 

  
"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends" (John 15:13). 

  
But note, Christ did not give His life just for friends. He went well beyond; He loved perfectly: He gave His life for 

those who were without strength, for the ungodly, the sinners, the enemies of God (Romans 5:6, 8, 10). 
  

"God demonstrated [proved] His love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" 
(Romans 5:8). 

  
Sin cost God the ultimate price, the supreme sacrifice, even the death of His own Son. 
  

"But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed" (Isaiah 53:5). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Many people feel the penalty of death is much too harsh for sin. What makes this argument false? 
2.  What is sin? Who sins? Why do they sin? What is God's solution for the problem of sin? 
3.  Think of an average day. Given the definition of sin (anything that displeases God), how often in a day 

do you think you sin? By sins of commission? By sins of omission? Multiply that by the day and years of your 
life. How should that make you feel about the sacrifice Christ made for you? Do you need to stop and thank 
Him right now? 

  
2.  THE COUNTERACTION—THE REVERSAL—OF SIN AND DEATH BY CHRIST (v. 15-18). 

  
Jesus Christ has counteracted and reversed what Adam did. He has made it possible for man to live righteously and to 

conquer death. Note the descriptive contrast between what Adam did and what God did through Christ. 
1.  Adam's sin brought death; God's gift brought righteousness. The gift is righteousness (cp. Romans 5:17). God's gift 

of righteousness differs entirely from the sin of Adam. Adam sinned and brought sin and death to "many" (to the human 
race). But Adam was only one man and God is far greater than one mere man, even if that man has influenced the whole 
human race. God was able to do "much more" good than Adam was able to do bad. In fact, God has counteracted and 
reversed all the bad Adam did. 

a. God has showered the grace of God, His glorious favor, care, and love, upon man. 
  

"But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come he 



might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by 
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest 
any man should boast" (Ephes. 2:4-9). 

  
b. God has made the gift of God (righteousness) available to man. 

  
"But for us also, to whom it [righteousness] shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up 

Jesus our Lord from the dead; who was delivered for our offenses, and was raised again for our 
justification" (Romans 4:24-25). 

  
2.  Adam's sin brought condemnation; God's gift brought justification. God's gift differs entirely from what Adam did. 

Adam doomed the human race, but God's gift justifies the human race. And note how glorious God's justification is: when 
Adam sinned, his one sin was judged and brought condemnation to men; but what God did is so glorious, it explodes the 
human mind. 

⇒ God's gift not only dealt with Adam's offense and condemnation, it dealt with "many" offenses. God's 
gift of righteousness justifies us from all our offenses, not only from Adam's one offense. God's gift justifies us 
from all the corruption we have inherited from our fathers and from all the corruption of human nature—all the 
sins we have committed with our own hands. 

  
The man who truly trusts Christ is justified from all things, from all sin and corruption and condemnation... 

•  inherited from our fathers (Adam) 
•  committed and caused by our own sinful behavior 

  
"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" 

(Romans 5:1). 
  
3.  Adam's sin brought the reign of death; God's gift brought the reign of life. Adam sinned and brought the reign of 

death upon all men. But Adam was only one man, one mere man. No matter what he did, God was able to counteract it 
and do more, for He is greater; and He is able to do anything. 

God has done more, much more. They who "receive" God's grace and God's gift of righteousness "shall reign in life." 
The term "reign in life" means to dwell and rule in eternal life. But note, the source of righteousness is Jesus Christ. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Note two glorious truths. 

1) Believers "reign in life" while on this earth. They receive the abundance of God's grace. 
a) There is the gift of abundant life. 

  
"I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly" (John 

10:10). 
  

b) There is all sufficiency in all things. 
  

"And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in 
all things, may abound to every good work" (2 Cor. 9:8). 

  
c) There is great power. 

  
"Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according 

to the power that worketh in us" (Ephes. 3:20). 
  

d) There is the supply of all needs. 
  

"But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (Phil. 
4:19). 

  
e) There is an abundant entrance into heaven. 



  
"For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our 

Lord and saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 1:11). 
  

f) There is abundant satisfaction. 
  

"They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt make them 
drink of the river of thy pleasures" (Psalm 36:8). 

  
2) Believers shall "reign in life" throughout all eternity. 

  
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 
  
4.  Adam's sin brought condemnation to all men; God's gift brought justification of life upon all men. This is simply a 

summary of what has already been said. 
⇒ "By the offense of one [Adam] judgment came upon all men to condemnation." 
⇒ "By the righteousness of One [Jesus Christ] the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life." 

  
"He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also 

freely give us all things?" (Romans 8:32). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
It is one thing to say that Jesus Christ countered everything that Adam did, everything. It is quite another when 

we realize that Christ did all of this not for intimate friends but for His enemies. He did it for you. 
  

"In The Grace of Giving, Stephen Olford tells of a Baptist pastor during the American Revolution, Peter 
Miller, who lived in Ephrata, Pennsylvania, and enjoyed the friendship of George Washington. 

"In Ephrata also lived Michael Wittman, an evil-minded sort who did all he could to oppose and 
humiliate the pastor. 

"One day Michael Wittman was arrested for treason and sentenced to die. Peter Miller traveled seventy 
miles on foot to Philadelphia to plead for the life of the traitor. 

"'No, Peter,' General Washington said, 'I cannot grant you the life of your friend.' 
"'My friend!' exclaimed the old preacher. 'He's the bitterest enemy I have.' 
"'What?' cried Washington. 'You've walked seventy miles to save the life of an enemy? That puts the 

matter in a different light. I'll grant your pardon.' And he did. Peter Miller took Michael Wittman back 
home to Ephrata—no longer an enemy, but a friend."   

  
Jesus Christ did the very same thing. The lives of His enemies were pardoned by His Father. One day, He will 

take each believer home—no longer as an enemy but as a friend. 
  

"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends" (John 15:13). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Sin and death have been counteracted by Christ. In what obvious ways has Jesus Christ countered the 

actions of Adam in your life? 
2.  What does justification mean to you personally? 
3.  Salvation is more than just waiting for heaven. Salvation is now for the believer. What changes have 

you noticed in your life since you were saved? 
  

3.  THE CONCLUSION (v. 19-21). 
  
The conclusion is one of the most instructive and striking passages in all of Scripture. It includes three points. 
1.  Adam's disobedience made many (all men, Romans 5:12, 18) sinners, but Christ's obedience made many righteous. 

Jesus Christ lived a sinless life; He never sinned, never displeased God—not even once. He was perfectly righteous, 
securing the Ideal Righteousness.  



Since His righteousness is the Ideal Righteousness, it can stand for the righteousness of all men, and that is exactly 
what happens. When a man believes in Jesus Christ, God takes that man's belief and counts it as righteousness. God lets 
the Ideal Righteousness of Jesus Christ cover the man because the man believes and honors His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Any man who will so honor God's Son by believing and trusting Him, God will honor by counting his faith as the 
righteousness of Christ. It is that simple and that profound: "By the obedience of Jesus Christ shall many be made 
righteous." But note, a person must truly believe—he must have the kind of belief that really trusts Jesus Christ, that really 
casts his life upon Christ, that casts all that he is and has upon Christ and His keeping. 

  
"For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto 

glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings" (Hebrews 2:10). 
  
2.  The law was given to point out and magnify sin, but God's grace was so much greater. If righteousness is by Jesus 

Christ, then why did God give us the law? What is the purpose of the law? Very simply. "The law entered [the world] that 
the offense might abound." The law was given... 

•  to point out and magnify sin 
•  to give men a greater knowledge of sin 
•  to make men more aware of sin 
•  to stir more conviction over sin 

  
"Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by 

faith" (Galatians 3:24). 
  
3.  Sin resulted in death, but God's grace resulted in eternal life. 

a. By Adam, sin reigns, triumphs, holds authority and leads to death. 
  

"The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall 
the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him" (Ezekiel 18:20). 

  
b. By God, grace reigns, triumphs, holds authority, and leads to eternal life. 

  
"In him was life; and the life was the light of men" (John 1:4). 

  
But note the source: eternal life comes only through the righteousness of "Jesus Christ our Lord." 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Can you imagine the despair you would feel if Christ had refused to be obedient to His Father? He could have 

let mankind fend for itself, to go it alone, to fight the power of sin and death alone, to keep the law perfectly. He 
could have, but He did not. Instead, Jesus Christ came as a righteous man to save you and take the burden and 
punishment of sin off your shoulders and onto His own. 

  
"A Peanuts cartoon pictured Lucy and Linus looking out the window at a steady downpour of rain. 

'Boy,' said Lucy, 'look at it rain. What if it floods the whole world?' 
"'It will never do that,' Linus replied confidently. 'In the ninth chapter of Genesis, God promised Noah 

that would never happen again, and the sign of the promise is the rainbow.' 
"'You've taken a great load off my mind,' said Lucy with a relieved smile. 
"'Sound theology,' pontificated Linus, 'has a way of doing that!'"   

  
The facts are simple: God's Word is sure. His grace is greater than our sin. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Have you acknowledged your sinfulness? Have you accepted God's grace—His gift of salvation through 
Jesus Christ? What are you waiting for? 

2.  Why do men still try to achieve righteousness through the law? What is the purpose of the law? Are you 
still supposed to obey it?  

  



SUMMARY: 
  
There is a great contrast between the lives of Adam and Jesus Christ. One man brought death into the world; the other 

brought life. One man brought sin; the other forgives sin. One man lived for himself; the other gave His life for others. 
One man had no answers, the other was the Answer. This passage states this in strong terms: 

  
1.  The entrance of sin and death was through Adam. 
2.  The counteraction—the reversal—of sin and death is through Christ. 
3.  Conclusion: sin results in death; the grace of God results in eternal life. 

  
Adam or Jesus Christ: Whom have you chosen to follow? 
  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer Of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  
  
HOLINESS AND SANCTIFICATION: THE WAY FOR THE BELIEVER TO BE FREE FROM SIN, 6:1-23 

»Front Matter  »Book Intro  »Detailed Outline 
Study 1: THE BELIEVER IS NOT TO CONTINUE IN SIN (PART I): HE IS TO KNOW HIS 

POSITION IN CHRIST 
Text: Romans 6:1-10 
Aim: To make two strong commitments:  

⇒ To break any habitual sins in your life 
⇒ To learn all you can about your position in Christ. 

Memory Verse: 
"Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that 

henceforth we should not serve sin" (Romans 6:6). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
Is it possible to live a victorious Christian life, to be free from the power of sin? Look deep inside your own heart and 

ask yourself this question: Is there anything—any sin, any bad habit, any vice—that you have found impossible to shake 
off? The truth is, many have given in and surrendered to the power of some sin in their lives. 

How can anyone live a holy life when the world's pleasures, bright lights, and passions are so attractive and 
stimulating? Too many believers give up in the struggle against sin when victory is close to becoming a reality. 

  
Francis Scott Key found himself to be a prisoner of the British during the War of 1812.  His ship captured by 

attacking British forces, Key was forced to watch as his captors unleashed a fierce bombardment upon Fort 
McHenry. Smoke filled the sky and darkness flooded the night as the battle raged. From where Key sat that night, 
the circumstances were not promising: he was a prisoner; his nation was being attacked; and the sight, the sound, 
and the smell of certain defeat filled the air. But if you know the story, you know that when dawn came, he saw his 
flag, "Old Glory," still waving. At that moment, Key penned his famous poem that became the National Anthem of 
the United States: "The Star Spangled Banner." 

Much like Key, the Christian believer who struggles with sin is also a prisoner. There is every opportunity to 
lose heart and give up, but for the Christian there is great hope because the dawn has already come! The power of 
Jesus Christ—His death, resurrection, and work on the Cross—is still our salvation today. His charge to us is 
simple: "Stand in Me and see the salvation of the Lord." When overcoming sin, the important thing is not what sin 
surrounds you but where you sit—in Christ. 

  



The believer who is justified, whose faith is counted as righteousness, is to live a holy life and become a servant of 
righteousness. A genuinely saved person cannot abuse the mercy of God. He cannot continually walk in sin; he cannot 
make a habit of sinning. To do so is to tread upon the mercy of God and make a mockery of God's grace. It is to say that 
God's grace gives a person the license to sin, and such is a contradiction of terms—as much a contradiction as to say that a 
dead man is alive. (See Romans 6:14-15; Galatians 5:13.) 

  
Now for the point of the passage. The believer is to know his real position in Christ. Knowledge of his position will 

help keep him from sin. It will revolutionize his life. Note the word "know" is used three times (Romans 6:3, 6, 9). 
  
OUTLINE: 

1.  The believer and the question of license (v.1-2). 
2.  Know 1st: by position, the believer is immersed, placed into Christ (v.3-5). 
3.  Know 2nd: by position, the believer's old man was crucified with Christ (v.6-7). 
4.  Know 3rd: by position, the believer lives with Christ—now and forever (v.8-10). 

  
1.  THE BELIEVER AND THE QUESTION OF LICENSE (v. 1-2). 

  
Note three points. 
1.  Grace means God's undeserved and unmerited favor. It means that God freely accepts and forgives a person's sins; 

that He freely justifies a person by faith. But does the grace of God give a person free reign to sin? Can a person just go 
ahead and do what he wants, expecting God to forgive him? Two things bother a lot of people about the teaching of 
salvation by grace and grace alone. 

a. Grace seems to give free reign to sin, to put no restraint upon sin. These are often the thoughts of the 
common man, even believers. There is the feeling that if we are forgiven by grace and not by law and doing 
good, then sin does not matter that much. We do not have to worry too much about the law of God and 
righteousness, just so we do a fair amount of good. We can pretty much do what we want, for God is going to 
forgive us anyway. God is gracious and loving and good; therefore, He is going to forgive our sins no matter 
what we do. Christ died for our sins. All we have to do is ask Him and He will forgive us. 

b. Grace seems to encourage sin. Paul had just said that grace is stronger than sin (Romans 5:15-21, esp. 
Romans 5:20-21). God's grace is so strong it can forgive any sin, no matter how terrible. In fact, the greater the 
sin, the more magnified God's grace becomes. When a great sinner is forgiven, God's grace is much more 
magnified than when a morally good person repents and is forgiven. As stated, the greater the sin or sinner, the 
more God's grace is magnified and glorified. 

Now note: some theologians and philosophers, in particular those who stress the law, carry this argument 
even farther in their position against grace. No doubt Paul was asked this question time and again by the 
legalists who hounded and fought against him and just did not understand the wonderful grace of God. They 
argued that if forgiveness is by grace, then is sin not a good thing? Should we not continue in sin so that God 
will have more opportunity to prove His grace and become more magnified and glorified? 

2.  Paul's answer is the answer of righteous indignation: "God forbid!" Away with such a thought! Far be it that we 
ever think such a thing, especially as believers. 

3.  The believer's position in Christ shows the utter impossibility of a true believer's continuing in sin. The word 
"continue" means to practice or to habitually yield to sin. A true believer no longer practices sin and no longer yields to 
sin. He cannot live without sin, not totally, but he no longer lives in sin. A true believer is dead to sin, and a dead man 
cannot do anything: he cannot think, speak, or move. How can a dead man live any longer in sin? It is utterly impossible! 
It is totally against nature! Positionally, the true believer has died to self and has been placed into Christ to live for Him. 
He now possesses the divine nature, God's very own nature (2 Peter 1:4). He is placed and positioned in Christ which 
means he is dead to self and alive to God. How can he dare think that he can go ahead and sin because God will forgive 
him anyway? 

Note another fact: when a man turns to God, he turns away from sin. It is a contradiction to say that when a man turns 
to God he turns to more and more sin. God's grace does not bring a man to God so that he can be free to sin more; God's 
grace brings a man to God so that he can be free from sin and its guilt and judgment. Grace does not give license to sin 
any more than a dead man is able to move about and sin. 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 



There are many people who profess to be Christians in order to get their "fire insurance." Wanting to escape the 
eternal flames of hell, they make a profession of Christ, but they still live for themselves instead of living for God. 
These people have no trouble justifying... 

•  telling 'little white lies' 
•  stealing items from the office for personal use 
•  focusing on the world and its pleasures instead of God and His treasures 

  
And why not? If grace is free, we can have the best of both worlds...or can we? 

  
There is an old legend about a man who lived his life looking out for "#1"—himself. Having lived for 

pleasure the majority of his life, he began to take note of some loose ends. "Eternity," he thought to himself. 
"I need to make sure that when judgment day comes I'll be on the right side." His thinking was that by 
joining a church and getting his name on the roll, he would secure his 'fire insurance.' 

A few months later he died and found himself in a poorly-lit waiting room that reeked of sulfur. "I 
always thought heaven would be a little bit nicer than this" he mumbled. "This must be a holding room 
stuck between heaven and hell. It's a good thing I've got my 'fire insurance policy.'" 

After a brief wait, the man was summoned inside a large room containing file cabinets, a long table, 
and a chair. A creature who breathed heavily asked for his insurance policy. "Here it is right here," the 
man said confidently as he handed over his policy. Glancing at it the creature roared with delight, 
"Welcome to hell! We've been waiting for you." The man was shocked, "What are you saying? I just gave 
you my fire insurance policy!" The creature held up the document and pointed to the bottom. "Look, your 
fire insurance policy was paid for by Jesus Christ but never signed by you! You just failed to follow 
through! This paper is worthless...and now, so are you." 

  
What are you placing your confidence in—your way or God's way? You cannot have it both ways. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How would you respond to those who say that grace allows and encourages others to sin? Have you ever 
taken license to sin, knowing God will forgive you? 

2.  What does it mean to be "in Christ"? How does this help keep you from sinful habits? 
  

2.  KNOW 1ST: BY POSITION, THE BELIEVER IS IMMERSED, PLACED INTO CHRIST (v. 3-5). 
  
First, the believer has been immersed or placed into Jesus Christ. This is the first thing the believer should know about 

his position in Christ. This is one of the most glorious truths in all of Scripture, yet so much controversy has raged over 
what is meant by baptism that the glorious meaning has often been bypassed. The meaning of baptism is discussed in 
another note. In the present note, the glorious truth of these verses is being concentrated upon. Christians everywhere 
agree that baptism is a picture of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. When a true believer is immersed, he 
is proclaiming to the world that he is being identified with Christ: 

⇒ By being placed under the water, he is proclaiming that he has died and been buried with Christ. 
⇒ By being raised up from the water, he is proclaiming that he has been raised from the dead with Christ to 

live a new life. 
  
Now note three glorious points. 
1.  The believer is immersed, placed into, or identified with Christ in death. This is the believer's position in Christ. 

Very simply, if the believer really died when Christ died, then he has died to sin and is freed from sin, freed from its 
penalty and punishment. What a glorious gift from God! What a glorious position to receive from God's wonderful grace! 

What happens is this: When a person really believes in Christ, then God takes that person's faith and counts the person 
as having died in Christ. God takes the person's faith (and baptism as stated in this passage) and counts the person as 
participating in Christ's death. God counts and considers the person... 

•  to have died in 
Christ's death 

•  to be placed 
into Christ's death 

•  to be identified 
with Christ's death 

•  to be a partaker 
of Christ' death 

•  to be in union 
with Christ's death 

•  to be bound 
with Christ in death 



  
When a person truly honors God's Son by trusting Him, God honors that person by spiritually placing him into the 

death of Christ. What is it that causes God to do so much for the believer? Very simply, His love for His Son. God loves 
His Son so much that He will do anything for anyone who honors His Son by believing in and trusting in Him. 

  
Now note the point: if the believer is counted by God as having been immersed into the death of Christ, then the 

believer... 
•  has died to 

sin 
•  has died to 

the penalty of sin 
•  has died to 

the judgment of 
sin 

•  is freed from 
sin 

•  is freed from 
the penalty of sin 

•  is freed from 
the judgment of sin 

  
This means that the rule and reign and the habits and desires of sin no longer have control over us. Sin ceases to have a 

place or a position in our lives. We are free from sin, free from... 
•  sin's habits 
•  sin's 

control 
•  sin's 

bondage 

•  sin's 
enslavement 

•  sin's rule and 
reign 

•  sin's guilt 
  
It means that we no longer live "in" sin, in the position and place of sin. We cannot live without sin, not perfectly, but 

we are free from living "in" sin. We no longer practice and desire sin habitually. We desire and practice righteousness, 
seeking to please God in all that we do. And as glorious as this is, it means that we are freed from the condemnation of 
sin, the terrible punishment that shall be measured out in the awful day of judgment. 

This is the believer's position in Christ. He is immersed, buried, placed into, and identified with Christ in death. And 
having died, the believer never has to be under the rule and reign of sin and its judgment again. He is a partaker of Christ's 
death, bound and united to Christ in death; therefore, he is dead to sin and all its effects. 

However, note a critical point. A true believer is a person who really believes. This simply means he repents, 
confesses, obeys, and is baptized. It is this person whom God credits as having died in Christ. This is the glorious position 
of the true believer.  

  
"For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be 

bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit" (1 Cor. 12:13). 
  
2.  The believer is immersed, placed into, or identified with Christ in His resurrection. The same picture of baptism is 

used again to strike home this glorious truth. God counts the true baptized believer as having been raised in Christ. God 
takes the believer's faith (and baptism as stated in this passage) and counts the person as participating in Christ's 
resurrection. He counts and considers the person... 

•  to be raised in Christ's resurrection 
•  to be placed into Christ's resurrection 
•  to be identified with Christ's resurrection 
•  to be a partaker of Christ's resurrection 
•  to be in union with Christ's resurrection 
•  to be bound with Christ in His resurrection 

  
Note two significant points. 

a. Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father. This tells how our glorious position in 
Christ happened. It happened by the glory and the power of God. The "glory" of God means all the excellence 
of God; all that He is in His might and power, love and grace, compassion and mercy. It means all His 
attributes: His omnipotence (all power), omniscience (all knowing), omnipresence (being everywhere), and 
sovereignty. In this particular passage, it refers primarily to His glorious power. It was the glory of His might 
and power that raised up Jesus from the dead, and it is by the glory of His might and power that he places and 
positions us in Christ. 



  
"And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power" (1 Cor. 

6:14). 
  

b. God's purpose for raising us up with Christ is dynamic and meaningful. It involves walking in a whole 
new life. The word "walk" means to walk about, to walk step by step, to control and order our behavior, to 
constantly and habitually walk in "newness of life." 

Think about it for a moment. When Christ died, he laid aside His old life, leaving it behind Him. Therefore, 
when He arose, He took on a totally new life, a changed life, a resurrected life. It is His new life, His changed 
and resurrected life, that is given to us. In the Bible, the word "new" often carries the idea of purity, 
righteousness, holiness, godliness. The believer... 

•  receives a "new birth" (1 Peter 1:23; 1 Peter 2:2) 
•  receives a "new heart" (Ezekiel 11:19; Ezekiel 18:31) 
•  becomes a "new creature" (2 Cor. 5:17; Galatians 6:15) 
•  becomes a "new man" (Ephes. 4:24; Col. 3:10) 

  
God's very purpose for placing us in the resurrected life of Jesus Christ is that we might walk in Christ, walk 

soberly, righteously and godly in this present world. The true believer puts off the old man of sin and puts on 
the new man of righteousness and godliness. He lives a pure, clean, and holy life. 

  
"Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 

operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead" (Col. 2:12). 
  
3.  The believer is immersed, placed into, or identified with the most glorious hope: that he shall be planted (immersed) 

in the very likeness of Jesus' resurrection. This simply means that... 
•  as Jesus was raised to a new life, so shall the believer be 

  
"Even when we were dead in sins, [God] hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 

saved;) and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus" 
(Ephes. 2:5-6). 

  
•  as Jesus was raised to live with God, so shall the believer be 

  
"In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 

prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also" (John 14:2-3). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What is the first thing a person should know about his position in Christ?  
2.  What does it mean to die to sin? Does this mean you will never sin again? 
3.  What is the relationship between baptism and being in Christ? Why is this such a powerful picture of 

being freed from sin's enslavement? 
  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(6:3-5) Baptism: this note is being placed as the last note under verse 10 because of its length and because it is a 

specialized note dealing with the meaning of "baptism" as used in this passage. Placing the note last allows the reader to 
study the major points of the outline first and keeps the reader from losing the continuity of thought. 

  
3.  KNOW 2ND: BY POSITION, THE BELIEVER'S OLD MAN WAS CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST (v. 6-

7). 
  
Second, the believer's old man was crucified with Christ. This is the second thing the believer should know about his 

position in Christ. The Greek definitely uses the past tense: "Our old man was crucified with Christ." It was a once-for-all 
act that Christ Himself accomplished and completed. He took our "old man" to the cross with Him when He died. The 
"old man" means... 



•  our old 
self 

•  our old life 
•  our sinful 

self 
•  our sinful 

life 

•  our corrupt nature 
•  our depraved nature 
•  our unregenerate 

nature 
•  our sinful nature 

  
Our "old man" means our old life without God, the old sinful life that is immersed or identified with Christ in death. 

Now note three points. 
1.  The old man was crucified so that "the body of sin" might be destroyed. The "body of sin" is not plural (sins) but 

singular (sin). Sin is seen as a body, a whole package. The human body is seen as the seat of sin and as the instrument of 
sin. The idea is that all sin within a believer is destroyed, conquered, forgiven, and crucified with Christ. The believer is 
freed from sin. He starts anew, and he stays clean and free from sin by walking in constant confession and fellowship 
before God (1 John 1:9). 

  
"And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross 

daily, and follow me" (Luke 9:23). 
  
2.  The old man was crucified to enable and to empower the believer to renounce sin. The believer is not to serve sin; 

he is to renounce it, knowing that it has been crucified and put to death in Christ. By the power of the cross, sin is not to 
be served; it is... 

•  to be 
renounced 

•  to be refused 
•  to be 

repudiated 

•  to be rejected 
•  to be denied 
•  to be 

conquered 

  
"For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God....Mortify therefore your members which are 

upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which 
is idolatry" (Col. 3:3, 5). 

  
3.  The clearest of all illustrations is given to show the believer's position in Christ. He is not to serve sin because he is 

dead; he has been crucified with Christ. And a dead man is freed from sin. When we believe that Jesus died for our sins, 
our belief is counted as righteousness; our belief makes us acceptable to God once-for-all. And it does something else just 
as wonderful: it gives us constant access into God's presence as we walk about day by day. This means that as we pick up 
the pollutions of this world and fail here and there, we can constantly come before God and ask forgiveness; and when we 
ask, He forgives. This is the way we are freed from sin: by constantly walking in open confession before God, praying all 
day long for His forgiveness. And just as He promises, He always forgives us (1 John 1:9). Why does He do such a 
glorious thing as freeing us from sin eternally? 

⇒ Because we honor His Son by trusting Christ's death to free us from sin. 
⇒ Because He loves His Son and will honor any man who so trusts His Son. He will honor the man by 

doing exactly what the man believes. If the man honors Christ by believing that he is freed from sin by the 
death of Christ, then God counts the man as being freed from sin. 

  
"In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 

of his grace" (Ephes. 1:7). 
  
This is the glorious position of the believer in Christ: his old man "was crucified" with Christ in order to free him from 

sin. Note the most glorious and striking truth: our salvation is through the death of God's dear Son, Jesus Christ. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Using very simple terms, what does the "old man" or "old self" mean? 
2.  Why do so many believers struggle with the "old man"? What is the only way to successfully deal with 

the "old man"? 



3.  What did Jesus Christ do to the "old man" when He hung on the cross? How enduring is Christ's work in 
your life? 

  
4.  KNOW 3RD: BY POSITION, THE BELIEVER LIVES WITH CHRIST—NOW AND FOREVER (v. 8-

10). 
  
Third, the believer shall live with Christ both now and forever. This is the third thing the believer should know about 

his position in Christ. We know and possess absolute assurance and confidence that "we shall...live with Christ." The idea 
is that we shall live eternally with Him. What gives us such belief and absolute assurance? 

1.  Christ has conquered death—once-for-all. Think about it. Christ has already died. Now we are to know... 
• "that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more" 
• "that death hath no more dominion over Him" 
•  that He is freed from death 

  
"But [God's purpose and grace] is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus 

Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel" (2 Tim. 1:10). 

  
2.  Christ now lives forever with and for God. We are to know... 

•  that Christ died unto sin once 
•  that Christ now lives in the presence of God forever 
•  that Christ lives unto God; that is, He lives in an unbroken devotion and service to God 

  
The believer is to live with and for God through all eternity, beginning right now, from the moment of his conversion. 

Death has no more dominion over him. He is immersed or placed into the resurrected life of Christ. He is an eternal 
person now; therefore, he is to live with and for God beginning right now, even as he will live with and for God through 
all eternity. 

  
"I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the 

Father" (John 16:28). 
  

APPLICATION: 
This, of course, means that we too shall be living on and on in an unbroken devotion and service to God—

forever. 
  

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life" (John 
5:24). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What causes some people to put off living for God until the last minute? Why is this such a wrong thing 
to do? Does anyone even know when the last minute of his or her life will be? 

2.  How can you be sure that you will live with Christ forever? 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
The pressures of society invite us to forsake a life of commitment to God. But the Christian believer has no 

excuse to turn back, to fall away from the Lord. Are you willing to be fully committed to His cause? 
  

"Many men of the world have understood the necessity for commitment if they are to accomplish great 
things. For example, when Spanish explorer Cortez landed at Vera Cruz in 1519 to begin his conquest of 
Mexico with a small force of seven hundred men, legend has it that he purposely set fire to his fleet of 
eleven ships. Presumably, his men on the shore watched their only means of retreat sink to the bottom of 
the Gulf of Mexico. There was now only one direction to move—forward into the Mexican interior to meet 
whatever might come their way. 



"As part of our commitment as Christian disciples, we must purposefully destroy all avenues of retreat. 
We must resolve that whatever price is required for being his follower, we will pay it."   

  
As this simple spiritual song reminds us,  

I have decided to follow Jesus 
I have decided to follow Jesus 
I have decided to follow Jesus 
No turning back, no turning back. 

  
A CLOSER LOOK 
(6:3-5) Baptism: remember, this note is being placed as the last note of this outline because of its length and its 

dealing with a specialized subject. Men have dissected and argued over how a person is "saved" so much that the 
preciousness and, in too many cases, the truth of the experience have been lost. The result is a confused public. Many 
people think if they have been baptized and do half-way right, then they are saved and God will never reject them. Others 
who are highly disciplined and have reformed their lives think they are as acceptable to God as anyone else because they 
do live moral and decent lives. A confused public, including both those within and without the church, is basing their 
eternal fate upon one or more of the following. They think they are saved... 

•  by baptism 
•  by doing good deeds 
•  by being as good as they can 
•  by church membership 
•  by faith alone 
•  by repentance 

  
Much of the confusion has been caused by men over-stressing or misunderstanding one of the truths of Scripture. Too 

often too many of us have been guilty of abusing Scripture; and once we have taken a strong position, we have been 
unwilling to back off or to give balance to the whole truth, even when we realized we had gone too far. It is time for us to 
totally commit our lives to the Lord, to lay aside our bandwagons and exhaustively labor to proclaim the whole truth both 
to the church and to the world. Again, it is time for the truth to be proclaimed, the whole balance of Scripture—time for us 
to help straighten out the confusion of the public, for many within the church are deceived and are without Christ; and the 
world cannot come to Christ with a genuine experience until they come as Scripture dictates. 

In the passage before us, an argument rages over the word baptism (Romans 6:3-4). Does "baptism" mean the actual 
baptism experience of a person, or is it being used in a symbolic or spiritual sense? Those who hold to baptism's being 
essential for salvation say it means the actual baptism experience; whereas those who hold to salvation by faith tend to say 
it is speaking symbolically and spiritually. And the battle rages on. The great tragedy is... 

•  many within and without the church have become confused 
•  many have never had a true experience of salvation because they have never heard the truth of Scripture  
•  many have never heard nor understood the truth of Scripture 
•  many have mocked the divisiveness and irrelevance of church positions 

  
And all with whom we have failed to share the truth are doomed, and we are responsible. Now, note several points. 
1.  Scripture speaks strongly in unmistakable terms on the subject of salvation—on just how we are saved—and to an 

honest and thoughtful mind it speaks clearly. 
a. We are saved by faith. 

  
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of 

works, lest any man should boast" (Ephes. 2:8-9; cp. John 1:12; John 3:16; Romans 10:9-10). 
  

b. We are saved by obedience. 
  

"And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey 
him" (Hebrews 5:9; cp. Matthew 7:21; John 15:10; Rev. 22:14). 

  
c. We are saved by repentance. 

  
"I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance" (Luke 5:32; cp. Acts 11:18). 



  
d. We are saved by confession. 

  
"Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father 

which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father 
which is in heaven" (Matthew 10:32-33; cp. Romans 10:9-10; 1 John 4:15). 

  
e. We are saved by baptism. 

  
"Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). 
  
Now, in all honesty, what does this show? Is it not that the true experience of salvation is a whole experience, a 

comprehensive experience, an experience that involves the whole life of a believer? Is salvation not a past and a present 
and a future experience? 

What Scripture declares is that salvation is looked upon as the whole experience of a truly born again person. When 
Scripture speaks... 

•  of believing in Christ, it means a person who repents, confesses, obeys, and is baptized 
•  of obedience to Christ, it means a person who believes, repents, confesses, and is baptized 
•  of repentance toward Christ, it means a person who believes, confesses, obeys, and is baptized 
•  of baptism in Christ, it means a person who believes, repents, confesses, and obeys 
•  of confession to Christ, it means a person who believes, repents, obeys, and is baptized 

Now note a most critical point: just because a person professes and does some of these things does not mean the person 
is saved. Just because a person... 

•  professes faith 
•  lives a moral and good life 
•  is baptized 
•  claims to live as Jesus taught 

  
...does not mean he is saved. The power of salvation is not in these things, not in profession and moral goodness and 

baptism and the teachings of Jesus. The power to save is in Jesus Christ Himself, in believing that He is the crucified 
Savior, the Son of God Himself who has the power to save. 

The point is this: Scripture speaks of the true believer in different ways at different times, anyone of which means that 
he is saved. Scripture says that a true believer is a person... 

•  who believes •  who is 
baptized 

•  who obeys •  who 
confesses 

•  who repents   
  
Each of these terms is inclusive; that is, sometimes Scripture uses each term to include the others. The present passage 

says that believers who "were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death." Paul is using the symbolic meaning 
of our baptism experience to picture our "death" and "resurrection" with Christ. He is not saying that baptism is the 
"substance" that has the power to "place" us into Christ. Only God has that power. Paul is saying that the baptized person 
(as a person who believes, repents, obeys, and confesses) is the person who is placed into the death of Christ. Our baptism 
experience is being used as an inclusive term, not as an exclusive term or in an exclusive sense. 

2.  Among the believers in the New Testament, faith and baptism were not so much two experiences as two parts of 
one experience. A person who genuinely believed was baptized, and a person who was baptized was to be a genuine 
believer. To be "baptized into Jesus Christ" did not mean "to be baptized without faith" and to "believe in Jesus Christ" 
did not mean to believe without being baptized. Scripture definitely indicates this. Therefore, when Scripture speaks of 
baptism, it means that baptism is for a genuine believer: a genuine believer is baptized, and a baptized person is to be a 
genuine believer. There just was no such thing as a genuine believer who was not baptized unless he was providentially 
prohibited, and there was no such thing as a genuinely baptized person who was not to be a true believer. 

3.  Scripture definitely teaches that the power to make a person acceptable to God, to place a person into Christ, is not 
in the water of baptism but in Christ. For example, this is the whole point of Romans up to this point, the whole teaching 



of justification. If the power to save is in water, then what do we do with the thousands who have been baptized and live 
like the devil himself, the thousands who show no changed life at all? 

The power is definitely in Christ; Christ is the One who saves. And He saves the person who believes, not the person 
who is merely physically baptized. This is clearly evident from the unholy lives lived by so many who have been baptized.  

However, as mentioned in point one, the person who truly believes does repent; and he does turn from his old life to 
follow Christ. He does what Christ says, and the first commandment is to follow Him in baptism. Baptism is the very first 
act, the very first proof that a person believes and repents. 

  
There is another way to see the connection between faith and baptism or between our union with Christ and baptism. 

The power to save—to make a person acceptable to God—is not in the waters of baptism, but in Christ; therefore... 
•  not everyone who is baptized is saved. Their unbelieving and unholy lives prove the fact. 
•  everyone who is saved will be baptized immediately as an act of belief and obedience in Christ. The 

person will be baptized unless he is physically unable. 
4.  The physical symbol is never the truth itself; it is a picture of the truth. No physical substance has the power to 

bring about anything spiritual. The whole physical world and everything in it passes away, including water. Physical 
substances can symbolize spiritual truth, but they cannot be the cause or the power to bring about the spiritual reality. If a 
physical substance such as water baptism had such power, it would mean that the spiritual reality had its basis in the 
physical and material which pass away. And if the basis passes away (water baptism), then the substance (spiritual 
salvation) itself would also pass away. 

Another way to say the same thing is this: the physical can never penetrate nor create the spiritual; it is the spiritual 
that must penetrate and create the physical. Philosophically, we must always remember this or else we doom ourselves 
and cause thinking men in the world to mock us. Why? Because the philosophical and thinking men of the world know 
that if we are saved by water (the physical and material), then we are doomed; for no physical substance can impart 
something it does not have, an eternal quality (eternal life, salvation, forgiveness of sins). Only the spiritual—only God 
and His power—can impart the spiritual quality of eternal life and salvation and forgiveness of sins. God can impart 
spiritual salvation and then say, "Immersion in water is a picture of what I do for you. And if you really believe in Me, 
then the very first evidence of your faith is for you to be baptized." 

5.  Practical experience tells us that belief and baptism are separate acts involved in salvation, yet they are both 
involved. They are both involved in the sense that baptism is an immediate act of obedience and repentance. A true 
believer should be baptized, and no true believer will fail to be baptized unless he is providentially stopped. 

⇒ Example: a believer, flying across country, leads another person to truly trust Christ to save him. The 
plane crashes, and the new believer is killed before he can be baptized. He is not doomed to hell. Scripture 
teaches no such thing. To say he is doomed is to say that the power of salvation is in the waters of baptism and 
not in God's Son. In fact, to say such is to dishonor God's Son, to take the love and power and grace that 
belong to Him and to ascribe it to a physical substance. If the new believer truly believes within his heart, truly 
honors God's Son by trusting Jesus to save him, God accepts that man and will do anything for him. The man 
is thereby accepted by God, accepted because he honors God's Son by believing and committing his life to 
Him. 

However, the man who reaches the ground and is not baptized as soon as he can make arrangements is not 
genuine. His faith is suspect, for he is not putting God first in his life. He has not turned to Christ ready to 
obey and live for Him. The man who truly believes is the man who is not only ready to obey Christ, he does 
obey and live for Christ. 

⇒ Note another example. There are masses of people who live in arid and desert countries where thousands 
are starving and dying of thirst. What about them and baptism? What if a missionary leads some to Christ. Are 
they to be immersed or sprinkled when there is so little water and multitudes are dying of thirst? The point is 
clear, not only in the teaching of Scripture, but in the love of God and in practical terms. A person is justified 
by faith, but he is to be baptized immediately, as soon as he possibly can. Why? Because he is genuine, he 
does believe in the Lord Jesus, loving Him and wishing to obey Him in all things and thereby fulfilling all 
righteousness. However, his salvation does not depend upon baptism; it depends upon God's dear Son, our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Why is the physical act of baptism powerless to save you? What is the only way a sinner can be saved? 
2.  What role does baptism play in your relationship with Jesus Christ? 

  
SUMMARY: 



  
We are not under the power of sin, not any longer. There is no reason for sin to dominate and control us any longer. 

We can break loose from sin, be freed from sin. Sin can be conquered through the power of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ has 
won the battle over sin and will set us free. How do we know this is true? Remember... 

  
1.  The believer does not have license to sin. 
2.  Know 1st: by position, the believer is immersed, placed into Christ. 
3.  Know 2nd: by position, the believer's old man was crucified with Christ. 
4.  Know 3rd: by position, the believer lives with Christ—now and forever. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  

Study 2: THE BELIEVER IS NOT TO CONTINUE IN SIN (PART II): HE IS TO LIVE OUT HIS 
POSITION IN CHRIST 

Text: Romans 6:11-13 
Aim: To learn a much needed lesson: we must do right; we must not continue in sin. 
Memory Verse: 
"Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus 

Christ our Lord" (Romans 6:11). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
How much willpower do you need in order to resist the things that tempt you the most? It might be easy to muster up a 

little willpower on the first occasion, but if the same temptation continues to batter you, the will to fight weakens. Unless 
you resolve to live in the power of the Holy Spirit, you will quickly find ways to dull your conscience to sin. 

  
"A man consulted a doctor. 'I've been misbehaving, Doc, and my conscience is troubling me,' he complained. 
"'And you want something that will strengthen your will power? asked the doctor. 
"'Well, no,' the man said. 'I was thinking of something that would weaken my conscience.'"   

  
We do not need any help in gaining a weakened conscience. On the contrary, we need to possess a strong conscience 

that will resist temptation. Jesus Christ has guaranteed every believer eternal life. And yet, Christians still struggle with 
sin that acts like a ball and chain. God's best for you is not to put up with the problem of habitual sin. God's best for you is 
VICTORY over sin. He wants us to be victors not victims. Which one are you? 

  
The true believer does not continue in sin; he does not live in sin. He conquers and triumphs over sin. In very clear 

terms, this passage tells exactly what the believer must do to live in victory over sin. 
  
OUTLINE: 

1.  He counts himself dead to sin but alive to God (v.11). 
2.  He resists sin (v.12). 
3.  He does not yield the members of his body to sin (v.13). 

  
1.  HE COUNTS HIMSELF DEAD TO SIN BUT ALIVE TO GOD (v. 11). 

  
How does the believer keep from walking in sin? 



1.  The believer must count himself dead to sin. If a person is a true believer, then God takes his belief, his faith, and 
counts him as having died in Christ; and a dead man can do nothing. He cannot sin. God frees him from sin and its power 
as well as from its consequences and penalty. Therefore, the believer is to... 

•  count himself 
•  treat himself 
•  consider 

himself 

•  regard himself
•  reckon himself
•  credit himself 

  
...as being dead in Christ, as being free from sin and its power. He is to receive this truth into his heart and life, 

become totally convicted and convinced of it. 
(Note a crucial point: the true believer is not left only to the power of his own mind or thoughts to convince himself of 

this glorious truth. It is not only a matter of human thought and reasoning or of mental control. God has given the Holy 
Spirit to stir and build confidence of the glorious truth within the believer. The Holy Spirit is our "seal," our guarantee, of 
salvation. But this is the subject of another discussion, of Romans 8.  The present chapter concerns our part in 
overcoming sin. God does help us to overcome sin through the Holy Spirit, but we also have a part. And it is our part that 
is presently being considered.) 

  
"I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I 

now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me" (Galatians 
2:20). 

  
2.  The believer must count himself alive to God. The true believer is not only identified with Christ in death, he is 

identified with Christ in resurrection. God not only counts the believer's faith as death in Christ, He counts his faith as life 
in Christ. The resurrection of the Lord Jesus counts as the resurrection of the believer. As Jesus Christ was raised to a new 
life, so the believer is raised to a new life. As Jesus Christ was raised to live in the presence of God and to serve Him 
forever, so the believer is raised to live in the presence of God and to serve Him forever. 

The point is this: the believer is to receive into his heart and life the truth of his resurrected life. The believer is now to 
live for and with God. The believer is now to serve God and not sin. The believer is to walk before God in his new, 
resurrected life; to walk soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world. He is to walk... 

•  counting 
himself 

•  treating 
himself 

•  considering 
himself 

•  regarding 
himself 

  
...as alive to God, now and forever serving God. 
  

"For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto him" (Luke 20:38). 
  
3.  Note the most glorious truth: the believer's life is due to Christ and Christ alone. All that the believer knows—his 

glorious deliverance from sin and the wonderful victory of eternal life—is due to Christ's death and resurrection. And 
note: it is the believer who really keeps his mind upon the death and resurrection of Christ who walks above sin. It is he 
who walks free from sin who conquers it every step of the way and glorifies God by the victory of his righteous life. 

In conclusion, the believer's first step in conquering sin is to count himself dead to sin but alive unto God. The believer 
must know and live out his position, the glorious life God has given him in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. The believer who keeps his mind and thoughts upon his position in Christ's death and resurrection will conquer 
sin—every time. 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
The way to protect yourself from the power of sin is to hide in Christ. This point is illustrated perfectly by this 

story. 
  

"In the second century, a Christian was brought before a pagan ruler and told to renounce his faith. 'If 
you don't do it, I will banish you,' threatened the king. The man smiled and answered, 'You can't banish me 
from Christ, for He says, 'I will never leave you nor forsake you.'"  

"To this the king angrily retorted, 'Then I will confiscate your property and take all your possessions.' 
Again the man smiled and said, 'My treasures are laid up on high; you cannot get them.' The king became 



furious and shouted, 'I will kill you!' 'Why,' the man answered, 'I have been dead forty years; I have been 
dead with Christ, dead to the world, and my life is hid with Christ in God, and you cannot touch it.'  

"In desperation the king turned to his advisers and asked, 'What can you do with a fanatic like that?'"   
  

In order to defeat the power of sin in your life, you must treat it in a fanatical way. You must become dead to 
sin and alive to God. Is your life marked by a fanatical hatred for sin, or is it marked by failure and overcome by 
sin? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How do you keep from walking in sin if sin is alive in your life? Why is it so hard to overcome sin? 
What must you do today in order to be freed from habitual sin? 

2.  What habits can you begin to cultivate in your life that will make you alive to God? 
3.  Your life is due to Christ and to Christ alone. What, therefore, must you do when you are tempted to 

sin? 
  
A CLOSER LOOK # 1 
(6:11) Reckon—Impute: to credit; to set to one's account; to lay to one's charge; to impute; to judge; to consider; to 

treat; to count; to compute; to ascribe. It is an accounting word; it implies something put to a man's credit. It is used many 
times throughout Romans, about eleven times in chapter four of Romans alone. It is an extremely important idea in 
Scripture.  

1.  Scripture says that righteousness is credited to the genuine believer by God. 
  

"And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness. Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it 
was imputed to him; but for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that raised up Jesus 
our Lord from the dead; who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification" 
(Romans 4:22-25). 

  
2.  Scripture says that the genuine believer is immersed, imputed, reckoned, or counted as dead in Christ's death; that 

is, his "old man" is imputed or reckoned as crucified in Christ's death. 
  

"Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life" (Romans 6:3-4). 

  
3.  Scripture says that a new life, a resurrected life, is imputed, reckoned, or put to the account of the believer through 

Christ's resurrection. 
  

"For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his 
resurrection" (Romans 6:5). 

  
Very simply stated, God counts the believer righteous because of what Christ has done. Christ is seen to be "the Lord 

our righteousness," and His righteousness is said to be put to a man's account through faith (cp. Philemon 18). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What did Christ do to make you righteous? What did you do? 
2.  Righteousness has been described as something that has been deposited to your spiritual account. Before 

Christ deposited His righteousness to your account, what types of things were filling your life? 
  

2.  HE RESISTS SIN (v. 12). 
  
This is an imperative—a forceful command. It is up to the believer to resist sin; he is responsible for resisting it. 
1.  He must not let sin reign: have authority, rule, control, occupy, hold sway, prevail over him. The present tense is 

used, so the idea is a continuous attitude and behavior. The believer is always to keep his mind off sin. He is to keep his 
mind under control by keeping his mind off... 

•  wealth and 
material things 

•  the lust of the 
flesh 



•  position and 
power 

•  recognition 
and fame 

•  the lust of 
the eyes 

•  the pride of 
life 

•  parties and 
sex 

•  appearance 
and clothes 

  
The believer is not to let sin dominate, control, or reign in his mortal body. Sin is not to dominate his thoughts and life. 

He is to resist sin by standing against it, by rebuking and fighting against it. He is to oppose sin with all his might. 
  

"Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee" (John 5:14). 
"My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous" (1 John 2:1). 
  
2.  He must not obey sin in its lusts. The word means strong desire or craving or passion. The pull of sin is sometimes 

strong, very strong. All men know what it is to lust after things, after more and more, whether it be money, property, 
security, position, pleasure, fun, or fleshly stimulation. The true believer must not yield to these pulls. He must not let the 
lusts of his eyes and flesh rule and regulate his mind and behavior. He must not let lust order his life. He must resist the 
lusts of his mortal body. 

  
"But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof" 

(Romans 13:14). 
"Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against 

the souls" (1 Peter 2:11). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Why is it your responsibility to resist sin?  
2.  What are some practical examples of things people lust after? 
3.  What can you do to conquer lustful cravings and desires? 

  
3.  HE DOES NOT YIELD THE MEMBERS OF HIS BODY TO SIN (v. 13). 

  
Three things need to be said about sin at this point in Romans. (1) Sin is an offense and a disease in Romans 1-4.  In 

Romans 6 it is a master or a ruling power. (2) Sin is not "destroyed" in the believer. It is still active and can still injure. 
The believer is to fight against its pull. (3) The body is not the source of sin, but the Bible says and man's experience 
proves that the body is the instrument of sin, the organ which sin uses to manifest and satisfy itself. The body is under the 
heavy influence and severe power of sin and corruption—so much so that the sensual appetites of the body tend to enslave 
the soul and lead men to sin, even against his better judgment. Therefore, the believer is strongly exhorted to resist: "Let 
not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies" (Romans 6:12). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Soldiers in every nation have been awarded medals for courageous acts of bravery. At great personal risk, these 

brave soldiers performed in such a way that others marveled at what they had done. Throughout the history of the 
Christian church, there have also been brave soldiers. Here is the story of one such soldier. 

  
Ronald was an energetic young man and a popular worker at the sales office where he worked. Ronald 

was friendly to all, sometimes to a fault. He was a fairly new Christian and had recently been married. 
Ronald loved his new bride Cindy. She was the girl of his dreams. He would never do anything to hurt 
her—not ever...not intentionally...not on purpose...not in his wildest imaginations. 

Karen was on the rebound. Hurt by a failed marriage, she was longing for someone to treat her with 
respect. Working with Ronald on the same project was something she looked forward to every day. It did 
not take long for Karen to see Ronald as more than just a fellow employee. She saw him as the answer to 
all her problems. Karen's body language began to betray her hidden agenda.  

Ronald saw it coming...in a way. He really liked working with Karen. She was interesting and attractive. 
One day this neutral relationship finally came to a head and disaster struck. Karen put her hand on his 
shoulder in a very inappropriate way and stared into his eyes. Frozen in his tracks, the first thing that ran 



through Ronald's mind was, "This is no big deal. I can handle this." The longer he thought about it, the 
more he realized there was nothing heroic about trying to stare down the woman who was tempting him. 
He had to get out immediately. 

"Karen, this is not right. I love my wife too much to allow this to go on for a moment longer." Ronald 
pulled back, promptly left the room, and requested an immediate transfer to another division within the 
company. 

  
As we can learn from this story, there is nothing heroic about trying to stare down the things that tempt us. The 

courageous Christian soldier will immediately run to Christ and find refuge in Him. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What is your definition of sin? Is God's definition the same? What changes in your life do you need to 

make to make sure—absolutely sure—that you do not slip into sin? 
2.  Sin is not dead in your life. It is a dormant but deadly foe. What should be your attitude with this in 

mind? 
  
A CLOSER LOOK # 2 
(6:13) Sin—Life, Victorious: the believer must not yield the members of his body to sin. The word "yield" means to 

offer; to put at the disposal of; to give; to grant; to turn over to. The believer is not to yield the members of his body to be 
instruments or tools of unrighteousness. If he takes a member of his body to use as an instrument or tool of 
unrighteousness, he sins. The members of a person's body refer to all the parts of the body: the eyes, ears, mouth, tongue, 
hands, feet, mind, or any of the covered and dressed parts. No believer is to offer or give any part of his body over to 
unrighteousness. To do so is to sin. The tense is present action, so the believer is constantly to be on guard against 
allowing any member of his body to be yielded to sin. Note: the word "yield" has the idea of struggling. It is a struggle to 
fight against sin and to control and protect the members of our body. 

1.  The believer is to yield himself to God. Note a significant fact: in the Greek this is not written in the present tense 
but in the aorist tense. This simply means the believer is to make a one-time decision for God, a once-for-all dedication of 
his life to God. The presentation of his life to God is to be sincere and genuine. He is to yield himself—his body, his life, 
all that he is—to God; and his decision is to be a permanent one. 

2.  The believer is to yield the members of his body as instruments of righteousness unto God. The believer is to turn 
the members of his body over to God: his eyes, ears, mouth, tongue, hands, feet, mind—all his members. Every part of his 
body is to be given over to God as an instrument or tool for the purpose of working righteousness. 

  
"And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one 

of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. And if thy right hand 
offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should 
perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell" (Matthew 5:29-30; cp. Matthew 18:8-9). 

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God" (Romans 12:1-2). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  When are you most likely to yield the members of your body to sin? Why?  
2.  Have you given God every member of your body, your... 

•  eyes—do they tend to lose their focus upon Him? 
•  ears—do they keenly listen to His voice? 
•  mouth—does it allow hurtful words to escape or does it participate in things it should not? 
•  mind—does it meditate on things that would bring shame if exposed? 
•  hands—do they long for service or for selfishness? 
•  feet—do they bring peace wherever they go? 

  
SUMMARY:  
  



We live in a world where sin is excused, condoned, explained away, diminished, and denied. Sin has become the 
acceptable, unchangeable trait of the world. In a world gripped by sin and death, the believer must live free from the 
power of sin. How can the Christian believer conquer sin? 

  
1.  He must count himself dead to sin but alive to God. 
2.  He must resist sin. 
3.  He must not yield the members of his body to sin. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  

Study 3: THE BELIEVER IS NOT TO CONTINUE IN SIN (PART III): HE DOES NOT HAVE 
LICENSE TO SIN 

Text: Romans 6:14-23 
Aim: To renounce your right to sin: to recommit yourself to righteousness. 
Memory Verse: 
"For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" 

(Romans 6:23). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
Sin is running rampant throughout society. Group after group and person after person is promoting... 

•  homosexuality •  radical 
rights 

•  promiscuity, 
immorality 

•  abortion 

•  physician-
assisted suicide 

• 
 humanism 

•  indulgence •  license 
•  greed • 

 secularism 
  
On and on the list could be compiled. There is a certain attitude that expresses itself with a rebellious fist shaken in the 

face of God. Every Christian would agree that this is not a good thing to do. However, the believer is sometimes guilty of 
the same attitude. Thinking that the grace of God excuses his sin, the believer goes about doing his own thing. He shakes a 
rebellious fist in the face of God and does exactly what he wants to do instead of doing what God commands. He sins; he 
rebels against God. He forgets this crucial fact: just because we have been forgiven our sin does not permit us to continue 
in sin. God's grace is given to keep us from sin, not to be a reason to sin. This is the very point of this study: The believer 
is not to continue in sin; he does not have license to sin. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Learn something: sin shall not dominate the true believer (v.14-15). 
2.  Know something: you can serve only one master, sin or God (v.16). 
3.  Remember something: remember your decision—you chose righteousness (v.17-18). 
4.  Do something: serve God with the same fervor that you served sin (v.19-20). 
5.  Question something: what fruit is there in sin (v.21-22)? 
6.  Consider something: the wages of sin vs. the gift of God—eternal life (v.23). 

  
1.  LEARN SOMETHING: SIN SHALL NOT DOMINATE THE TRUE BELIEVER (v. 14-15). 



  
There is a strong reason for this: the believer is under grace and not under the law. 
1.  A person under the law is always struggling to keep the law, yet he is constantly aware that he fails, coming short of 

the law. The law is ever before his face. He struggles and strives, wrestles and grapples, works and labors to obey; but his 
experience is full of tension and pressure, disappointment and discouragement. The person under law never lives a 
victorious life, for he is constantly coming short of God's glory and perfection. When he fails, he goes through periods of 
self-accusation, of reproaching and censoring himself for having failed. He accuses and downs himself, feeling unworthy 
and undeserving, wretched and vile before God. He is constantly feeling unacceptable to God, as though he no longer has 
the right to approach God; and he often does not approach God for long periods of time, living a defeated life, always 
bearing the burden of his sin and failure. 

  
"Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the 

Gentile" (Romans 2:9). 
  
2.  The true believer is under grace not under the law. God is not a legal judge hovering over the believer to punish him 

every time he sins by breaking a particular law. The believer is not under such frightening dominion: he is not under the 
law but under grace. What does this mean? 

a. It means that the believer accepts the grace of God demonstrated in Jesus Christ. That is, the believer 
accepts the righteousness, the sinless perfection, of Christ as his own righteousness. The believer identifies his 
life with the life of Christ, and God takes the believer's acceptance of Christ and counts his acceptance as 
righteousness. Such is the great love of God. But note, this is the position of grace; that is, the believer is 
counted righteous and placed in the position of righteousness when he believes in Christ. He is placed into 
Christ and positioned in Christ once-for-all when he truly believes. Such is the righteous position of the 
believer.  

However, what about the righteous life of the believer? Very practically, how does the believer keep from 
serving sin, from living under sin, from displeasing God? How can he honestly live under grace day by day? 
How can he live under God's favor all the time? How can he go about pleasing God and receiving His approval 
and acceptance? 

b. The genuine believer must constantly keep before his face this glorious truth: he is under God's grace. 
God is the believer's Father, and the believer has become a true child of God. Therefore, the true believer is 
favored and accepted by his Father. What the child has to do is stay in that favor. He must keep his Father's 
favor and approval. When he sins, he needs to go to His Father in all sincerity to ask forgiveness, repenting of 
his sin. If he keeps an open relationship with his Father—always approaching Him, asking His forgiveness, and 
repenting—he is forgiven. The slate is wiped clean—sin does not have dominion over him. All has been 
discussed and forgiven. The offense is gone, resolved, put away forever. Therefore, sin does not dominate and 
rule over the child. 

Now, note the point: God is a gracious and loving Father. He cares and suffers long with growing children. 
When His child falls into sin, God is long-suffering, ever willing to forgive His erring child—if the child will 
only come to ask forgiveness, turning from his sin (Luke 17:3-4; 1 John 1:9). Just how long-suffering is God? 
"His mercy endureth forever"; His mercy covers every sin and all sin (Psalm 106:1; Psalm 107:1; Psalm 118:1-
4). 

  
"It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into the sea, 

than that he should offend one of these little ones. Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass 
against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him" (Luke 17:2-3). 

"In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of his grace" (Ephes. 1:7). 

  
3.  In light of so wondrous a relationship, a question needs to be asked. Is the child of God allowed to continue in sin? 

Can he sin and sin, expecting God to forgive and forgive him? Scripture shouts: God forbid! Then Scripture argues that a 
true child of God must not continue in sin. He does not set God aside for a night or two so he can sin. He does not 
rationalize that he can sin because God is going to forgive him anyway. Why does the true child of God not do this? Why 
does he keep away from sin? 

⇒ Because his Father (God) loves him, and he loves his Father. A true child of God does not want to hurt 
and displease his Father, and his Father is displeased with sin. Consequently, the true child of God strives not 



to sin (Romans 2:23-24; Hebrews 6:6). He fights against it, for sin is contrary to the nature of his Father and 
cuts the heart of his Father beyond all else. Therefore, he does all he can to keep away from sin. 

  
"If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves 

the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame" (Hebrews 6:6). 
  

⇒ Because he turned to God in order to get away from sin, its shame and destruction. He did not turn to 
God in order to have the freedom to sin, but to be set free from the enslavement and habits of sin, to break the 
bondage and consequences of sin. 

  
"For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" 

(Romans 6:23). 
  
To summarize what is said above, the believer must learn something: sin will not dominate the true believer. There are 

three reasons. 
1.  God is not a legal judge hovering over the child to punish him every time he sins by breaking a particular law. The 

child is not under such a frightening rule and reign. 
2.  God is a gracious and loving Father. He cares and suffers long with growing children. When His child falls into sin, 

God is long-suffering, ever willing to forgive His erring child—if the child will only come to ask forgiveness and turn 
from his sin (Luke 17:3-4; 1 John 1:9).  

3.  God is a teaching Father who disciplines. He exhorts His child not to fall into the dominating trap of sin (cp. 
Hebrews 12:5-11; 1 John 2:1-2). 

  
The emphasis of this chapter, however, is of supreme importance. A believer who is genuine—who really belongs to 

Christ—shows his genuineness by obeying Christ as Master. He does not consistently practice sin. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What frustrations does a person face who lives under the law? 
2.  Is there any sin that dominates (controls) you? What is the key to being set free from sin's dominance? 
3.  How would you describe what it is like to live under grace? 
4.  What is the role that grace plays in keeping you from sin? 

  
2.  KNOW SOMETHING: YOU SERVE ONLY ONE MASTER, SIN OR GOD (v. 16). 

  
The word "servant" means slave. A person is either the slave of sin or of God, and there is a very simple test to tell 

which master a person serves. 
⇒ Do you yield to sin, that is, serve sin? 
⇒ Do you yield to God, that is, serve God? 

  
If you yield to sin, you shall die. If you yield to God and obey Him, you shall be counted righteous and live. 
Now note a crucial point. Either sin is your master or God is your Master. You either yield to sin or you yield to God. 

This does not mean that you become sinless and perfect, but that... 
•  you do not plan to sin 
•  you hate sin and fight against it 
•  you struggle to please God by not sinning 
•  you diligently seek to make God the Master of your life by obeying Him 
•  you study God's Word so that you will know His commandments and can obey Him 
•  you immediately seek God's forgiveness when you do sin and you repent—you turn away from the sin 

(1 John 1:9; 1 John 2:1-2) 
•  you walk in open confession before God, talking to Him all day long, ever gaining an unbroken 

fellowship with Him as the Master of your life 
  
Again, note the results, for whom you serve determines your destiny. If you yield to sin, you shall die; but if you yield 

to God, you shall be counted righteous and live eternally. 
  



"No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to 
the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon" (Matthew 6:24). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
You have probably heard the riddle, "What do you get when an elephant sits on a fence?" Answer: "A broken 

fence!" There is more truth to this silly riddle than most would think. It is impossible to sit on the fence between 
serving God and serving sin. Here is the story of one man whose attempt to sit in both worlds found him crashing 
to the ground. 

  
Wally's life is like many others who started well but did not finish the race of maturity and 

responsibility. Raised in a Bible-believing home, Wally still sowed a lot of wild oats during his youth. His 
rationale to choose a life-style of sin was "I'll get things right with God when I get older." After getting 
through college with his degree in hand (some would say Wally majored in partying), Wally was still acting 
like a kid in a man's body. What had started out as a spontaneous experiment with the drug culture had 
turned into a serious habit that craved more and more—never to be satisfied. 

Wally did not let his drug dependency slow him down from having fun. He just spread his destructive 
habit to others who were willing to join him on his trip. Supplying his friends with drugs boosted his 
feelings of importance and gave him the boldness to explore even more deeply into forbidden territory. 

Wally entered into that new territory and never found his way out. He never had time to get things right 
with God. He never had time to make up for all of the wasted years. Wally died from a drug overdose. 

  
How are you spending your time: serving God or serving sin? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  If others were to observe you, would they say you serve God or serve sin? God sees your every move, 
knows your every motive. Whom would He say you serve? 

2.  What does it mean to yield to God? Does this mean you will never sin again? Why? 
3.  What is the end result of the man who yields to sin? What is your duty as a believer toward a person 

who continually chooses to serve sin? 
  

3.  REMEMBER SOMETHING: REMEMBER YOUR DECISION—YOU CHOSE RIGHTEOUSNESS (v. 
17-18). 

  
1.  Note the stated fact: believers "were the servants of sin." They used to yield to sin, all kinds of sin ranging from... 

•  simple off-colored jokes to using God's name in vain 
•  immoral thoughts to adultery 
•  simple thoughts of pride to drunkenness 
•  simple acts of selfishness to stealing 
•  simply wanting more to actually indulging 
•  seeking position and power to hurting and crushing people 

  
But now believers have obeyed the doctrine of God, the gospel of God, doing exactly what God commanded. They 

obeyed God's commandment. They "believed" on the name of God's Son, Jesus Christ; therefore, God counted their faith 
as righteousness. They chose God and righteousness, and because they did, God accepted them as righteous. 

  
"And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one 

another, as he gave us commandment" (1 John 3:23). 
  
2.  Note the stated result: believers are freed from sin. They are counted righteous, not sinful, by God. Therefore, 

believers are freed from sin and its consequences. God does not charge believers with sin; He does not lay sin against 
them. Believers are freed from the accusation of sin, and they shall never be charged with sin. God has freed them from 
sin through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ (cp. Romans 8:33-34). 

Now this means something significant, very significant. The believer becomes the servant of righteousness. There is no 
way he could ever serve sin again, not if he has really been justified, not if he has really come to know God's love 
revealed in the Lord Jesus Christ. Once he truly knows God's glorious love, he is driven to serve God in appreciation for 



what God has done for him in Christ Jesus. He is driven to be the servant of God by living righteously and godly in this 
present world. 

  
APPLICATION: 
The degree to which a believer grasps the love of God is the degree to which he is driven to serve God and to 

live righteously. 
  

"Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that 
condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of 
God, who also maketh intercession for us" (Romans 8:33-34). 

"For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were 
all dead: and that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but 
unto him which died for them, and rose again" (2 Cor. 5:14-15). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Believers used to be servants of sin. What things have you served in the past that you no longer serve? 
What took place that changed you from a servant of sin to a servant of righteousness? 

2.  What does it mean to be freed from sin? How does this great truth help you live a life that is pleasing to 
God? 

  
4.  DO SOMETHING: SERVE GOD WITH THE SAME FERVOR THAT YOU SERVED SIN (v. 19-20). 

  
1.  Your sin prompted more sin; it resulted in more and more sin. The word "members" means the parts of a person's 

body: the eyes, ears, mouth, tongue, hands, feet, mind, or any of the covered and dressed parts. Before a person obeyed 
the gospel, truly believed in Jesus Christ, he yielded parts of his body to serve uncleanness and to work sin upon sin. He 
sinned and found that sin prompted and induced more sin; sin increased and grew. He found that sin enslaved him, 
became a bondage, a habit that he could not easily break. Sin simply led to more sin, no matter what the sin was... 

• 
 smoking 

• 
 drinking 

• 
 immorality 

• 
 overeating 

•  greed 

•  lust 
•  gossip 
• 

 criticism 
• 

 grumbling 
•  cursing 

• 
 selfishness 

• 
 popularity 

• 
 recognition 

•  power  
•  fame 

  
The point is this. The believer had found that his sin worked more sin and that he could not break the power of sin, not 

the power of all sin. Therefore, he had turned to the only hope he had, God Himself. 
  

"For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to 
bring forth fruit unto death" (Romans 7:5). 

  
2.  Now the believer is to let righteousness work holiness. The word means sanctification or separation. The believer is 

to yield the parts of his body to serve righteousness, and he is to let righteousness sanctify him more and more, to become 
more and more holy like God. 

3.  The believer never had the opportunity to work righteousness before he was justified. Before believing in Christ, 
the believer was not counted righteous, not by God. God never credits a person with righteousness unless the person 
honors His Son by believing in His Son's glorious name. Only those who believe are counted righteous. Therefore, the 
message is loud and clear: when you served sin, you were free from righteousness: you were not credited with 
righteousness. You did not have the opportunity to live righteously before God. But now you have obeyed God; you have 
believed. Now you have the opportunity to live righteously; so begin to serve God with the same fervor and energy with 
which you were serving sin. Let righteousness enslave you and become the bondage and habit of your life. 

  
"This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh" (Galatians 5:16). 

  



QUESTIONS: 
1.  If you spent the same amount of energy serving God as you have spent (and still spend) in serving sin, 

what would your life be like? (Keep in mind that anything that is not pleasing to God is sin.) 
2.  Why is it so difficult to escape the power of sin? What is the only hope given that will free you from 

sin's power? 
3.  Before you became a believer, why were you powerless to live a righteous life? Have you taken 

advantage of the power available to you to live a righteous life? 
  

5.  QUESTION SOMETHING: WHAT FRUIT IS THERE IN SIN (v. 21-22)? 
  
Note several clear facts. 
1.  The true believer is ashamed of his past sin. 
  

"And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself" 
(Genesis 3:10). 

  
2.  The fruit of sin is death. The fruit of sin is not good; there is nothing good about it. Sin corrupts, destroys, and 

dooms all who seek its fruits. This should always be remembered by men. 
3.  Believers are "made free" from sin by justification, through the glorious love of God. Therefore, they have become 

slaves to God... 
•  bearing the fruit of holiness 

  
"And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:32). 
"That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies, might 

serve him without fear. In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life" (Luke 
1:74-75). 

"Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy" (1 Peter 1:16). 
  

•  bearing the glorious hope and end of eternal life 
  

"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him" (John 3:36). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  If a person is not ashamed of his sin, what does that tell you about his relationship with God?  How can 
you witness to a person who has no shame? 

2.  God's Word clearly says that the fruit of sin is death. Why do men continue to sin, disregarding the 
inevitable results? 

3.  What are some fruits a believer produces when he becomes a slave to God? 
  

6.  CONSIDER SOMETHING: THE WAGES OF SIN VS. THE GIFT OF GOD—ETERNAL LIFE (v. 23). 
  
1.  The wages of sin is death. Sin deserves death for two very clear reasons. 

a. Sin is acting against God, acting against His very nature. Sin strikes out against God, attempts to tear 
down God's nature... 

•  of purity and morality 
•  of holiness and glory 
•  of justice and righteousness 
•  of love and grace 

  
b. Sin is rebellion against God. It is rejecting God, ignoring God, disobeying God, denying God, and 

refusing to live for God. 
The point is this. True justice demands that sin receive its payment or its wages. Since sin is so opposed to 

God's nature and is actually rebellion against God, it deserves to die... 
•  to be cast far, far away from God 
•  to have no part of God 



•  to be banished from God's sight 
•  to be separated from God's presence forever 
•  to be condemned and punished for having dishonored and cursed God so much 

  
As a laborer receives his wages, so sin shall receive its wages. Just as it would be unjust not to pay the 

laborer, it would be unjust not to pay sin for its work. In fact, if sin did not receive its just punishment, it would 
be the most gross injustice of eternity. Why? Because sin is against the Sovereign Majesty of the universe, 
against God Himself. Sin must receive its just wages. Sin must die; it must be banished forever from the 
presence of God. 

  
"Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed 

upon all men, for that all have sinned" (Romans 5:12). 
"Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 

death" (James 1:15). 
  
2.  The gift of God is eternal life. Note that eternal life is not the payment of wages. A man cannot work to earn eternal 

life. It is the gift of God, and it is only through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
How can we get rid of sin? Not by giving in to the sin and 'getting it over with' or 'out of our systems.' Thinking 

this is deception, terrible deception. Lust does not decrease in a heart that is not yielded to God. Lust pours gas on 
a flame that explodes, resulting in death. 

  
"In one movie some shipwrecked men are left drifting aimlessly on the ocean in a lifeboat. As the days 

pass under the scorching sun, their rations of food and fresh water give out. The men grow deliriously 
thirsty. One night while the others are asleep, one man ignores all previous warnings and gulps down some 
salt water. He quickly dies. 

"Ocean water contains seven times more salt than the human body can safely ingest. Drinking it, a 
person dehydrates because the kidneys demand extra water to flush the overload of salt. The more salt 
water someone drinks, the thirstier he gets. He actually dies of thirst. 

"When we lust, we become like this man. We thirst desperately for something that looks like what we 
want. We don't realize, however, that it is precisely the opposite of what we really need. In fact, it can kill 
us."   

  
What we need is not another dose of deadly salt water. What we need is an eternal dose of Living Water, water 

that will give eternal life. 
  

"Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to 
thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. 
The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence 
then hast thou that living water?" (John 4:10-11). 

"He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water" (John 7:38). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Unbelievers sin and believers sin. Why is the sin of unbelievers deadly?  Why is the sin of believers not 
deadly? Why does sin deserve death? 

2.  When you sin, do you stop to think how it affects God? Others? Yourself? 
3.  The gift of God is eternal life. What have you done to deserve such a gift? What must you do to receive 

it? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  



As a Christian believer, you have no right to live as you please. But always remember this: what you are to receive is 
far, far greater—eternal life. Every right that you had before you became a believer was left at the foot of the cross. Now, 
it is Jesus Christ who has the right to tell you how to live. This is what He requires from you: 

  
1.  Learn something: sin shall not dominate you, the true believer. 
2.  Know something: you can serve only one master, sin or God. 
3.  Remember something: remember your decision—you chose righteousness. 
4.  Do something: serve God with the same fervor that you served sin. 
5.  Question something: what fruit is there in sin? 
6.  Consider something: the wages of sin vs. the gift of God—eternal life. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  
STRUGGLE AND CONFESSION: THE BELIEVER IS TO BE FREE FROM THE LAW, 7:1-25 

»Front Matter  »Book Intro  »Detailed Outline 
Study 1: THE TWO POSITIONS OF THE LAW TO MAN 
Text: Romans 7:1-6 
Aim: To come out from under the pressure of the law; to live free "in Christ." 
Memory Verse: 
"But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should 

serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter" (Romans 7:6). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
One of the most popular children's stories is that of "Cinderella." As you recall, Cinderella was scorned by her step-

mother and two evil step-sisters. While Cinderella lived under their roof, life was impossible. She worked as hard as she 
could, but it was never enough to please her family. One day Cinderella was locked in her room as the evil step-sisters 
made their way to the palace for a big ball. But good fortune finally shone down upon Cinderella. Her fairy godmother 
suddenly appeared; and in a flash, Cinderella, equipped with the finest clothes and coach, was sent off to join the others at 
the palace. You probably know how the rest of the story goes. 

Cinderella's beauty caught everyone's attention. Furthermore, she captured not only the eye of the prince, but his heart 
as well. He treated her as a prized gem, like royalty. But as the clock struck twelve, she remembered her godmother's 
warning: at midnight her clothes would begin to change back into rags and her coach would become a pumpkin. In 
Cinderella's rush to escape, her glass slipper was left behind and was claimed by the prince. His mission was clear: to find 
the foot that fit this slipper. 

The prince went from house to house in his kingdom in search of his missing princess. Finally, his journey brought 
him to Cinderella's house. The evil step-sisters tried to force their large feet into the slipper. Obviously, they failed. Their 
effort to hide Cinderella from his presence also failed. She gently slipped her foot into the slipper, and the rest is history: 
they lived happily ever-after. 

The point is clear. The law, like the evil step-sisters, dominates those who live under its roof. The only way to escape 
is to do what Cinderella did: leave behind the place of bondage and live with the Prince of Peace. The fairy godmother is 
not real, but God is. He can free you from the bondage of the law. He will treat you as a prized gem. He has already paid 
the ultimate sacrifice to seek you out and free you from the penalty of the law. But the law stands in two positions that 
must be understood if you wish to secure peace in this life. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  The law dominates man only as long as he lives (v.1-3). 
2.  Position 1: the law is dead to believers (v.4). 



3.  Position 2: the law is alive to those "in the flesh" (v.5). 
4.  The law is inactivated by conversion (v.6). 

  
1.  THE LAW DOMINATES MAN ONLY AS LONG HE LIVES (v. 1-3). 

  
The law applies only to the living; it has no bearing whatsoever upon the dead. A dead man is freed from the law; it 

has no jurisdiction or power over a dead man. 
1.  Note the two positions of the law illustrated by the law of marriage (Romans 7:2). 

a. The law is alive or active to the living. (Cp. the husband and wife who are living and the law of marriage 
and divorce.) 

b. The law is dead or inactive when death enters the picture. (Cp. the wife who is loosed or freed from the 
law when her husband dies.) 

2.  Note the conclusion of the illustration (Romans 7:3). 
a. The law condemns the living who violate its demands. (Cp. the woman who marries another man while 

her husband lives.) 
b. Death frees a person from the law. (Cp. the wife who is free from the law when her husband dies.) 

The point is clear. When death enters the picture, a person is no longer under the law, and he can no longer be 
condemned by the law. Death forever frees a person from the law, from its demands, guilt, and condemnation. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Death voids the law. Understanding this and being able to explain it is vitally important as you witness 
to unbelievers. How can you simply convey this picture? 

2.  When you die, are all your problems over? Why or why not? 
  

2.  POSITION 1: THE LAW IS DEAD TO BELIEVERS (v. 4). 
  
The first position of the law is a glorious truth—the law is dead to "brothers" (believers). Note: Scripture says that 

believers are "dead to the law," whereas the outline states that the law is dead to believers. Both are true and are saying the 
same thing. 

⇒ Believers are "dead to the law"; therefore, the law is bound to be dead and inactive to believers. 
  
The law has no jurisdiction, power, rule, authority, or dominion over the true believer. This is a shock to most people, 

but it is exactly what Scripture is declaring. The believer is no longer under the law and its accusing finger, no longer 
under its... 

•  guilt and 
shame 

• 
 condemnation and 
punishment 

• 
 discouragement 
and frustration 

•  tension and 
pressure 

•  sense of 
failure and 
unworthiness 

•  sense of 
disappointment 

  
1.  Note how the glorious truth becomes a reality in the life of a person. The believer is dead to the law by the 

[crucified] body of Christ. The believer is slain or put to death in Christ. The believer's death in Christ is a vicarious 
death; that is, he does not literally die himself, but he participates in the death of Christ spiritually. When a man believes 
in Christ's death, God takes that man's belief and counts him as having died in Christ. Why does God do this? Because 
Christ died on man's behalf, in man's stead, taking the penalty and punishment of the law upon Himself. Therefore, the 
believer—being dead in Christ—is freed from the law, from its demands and guilt and punishment. 

The believer is freed "by the body of Christ," that is, by His slain body or by His death. Christ redeemed the believer 
from the law... 

  
•  by being a curse 

  
"For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every 

one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. Christ hath 



redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that hangeth on a tree" (Galatians 3:10, 13). 

  
•  by His blood 

  
"In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 

of his grace" (Ephes. 1:7). 
  

•  by His flesh 
  

"Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 
ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace" (Ephes. 2:15). 

  
•  by the cross 

  
"And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity 

thereby" (Ephes. 2:16). 
  

•  by the body of His flesh 
  

"In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable 
in his sight" (Col. 1:22). 

  
These are equivalent expressions. They teach the same truth: Christ bore our sins in His own body upon the tree 

(1 Peter 2:24). His sufferings satisfied justice. His death makes us acceptable to God, delivering us from the penalty of the 
law; therefore, the believer is free from the law. 

  
"Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 

righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed" (1 Peter 2:24). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Jesus Christ has set you free from the law. This He did when He died upon the cross. How tragic it is when men 

become ignorant of what He has done for them upon the cross. Men in sin are starving for a freedom that is simply 
theirs for the asking. 

  
"A few days after the [American] Civil War had been officially ended, a man was riding along a road in 

West Virginia. Sudden[ly] a soldier, clad in a dirty and tattered Confederate uniform, sprang out of a 
thicket, seized the horse's bridle, and with twitching face demanded, 'Give me bread! Give me bread! I 
don't want to hurt you, but give me bread—I'm starving.' The man on horseback replied, 'Then why don't 
you go to the village and get food?' 'I don't dare—they will shoot me,' was the soldier's answer. 

"'What for?' inquired the man; 'tell me your trouble.'....the confederate soldier related that he had 
deserted his company several weeks before. Upon approaching the Union pickets, however, he had been 
informed that no fugitives from Lee's army were to be taken in. What was he to do? If he returned to his 
company, he would be shot as a deserter. In desperation, he had taken to the woods and lived there on 
roots and berries until starvation had driven him to the point of madness. 

"The man on horseback listened, and then exclaimed: 'Don't you know the war is over? Lincoln has 
pardoned the whole Confederate army. You can have all the food that you want.'"   

  
The price that Jesus Christ paid for you is much too expensive for you to be starving for freedom from the law. 

The question is, "Will you continue to scavenge for what the world has to offer or will you feed on the Bread of 
Life?" 

  
2.  Note the glorious purpose for the believer's death to the law. 

a. The believer dies to the law so that he can be united to Christ, the risen and living Lord. Note the picture 
of marriage is used again. Before coming to Christ, the believer was married and united to the law; he was 
under its rule and authority. But now, since coming to Christ, he is married and united to Christ; he is under His 



rule and authority. The believer no longer lives as the law says, but as Christ lived and commanded. (Note: 
Christ came to fulfill the law; therefore, He and His commandments include not only the law, but much more. 
See Matthew 5:17-18.) Note that believers are married to Christ, the risen and living Lord. The marriage is not 
a dead or an inactive marriage, but a living, active marriage. 

  
"Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of 

Christ, and make them the members of a harlot? God forbid" (1 Cor. 6:15). 
  

b. The believer dies to the law so that he can bring forth fruit to God. Bearing fruit would mean... 
•  to bear righteousness (Romans 6:21-23; Phil. 1:11) 
•  to bear converts (Romans 1:13; John 15:16) 
•  to bear Christian character, the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23; Col. 1:10) 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How can you be physically alive but dead to the law? What one thing frees a person from being under 
the obligations of the law? Can you adequately explain this to a lost soul? 

2.  Why did Christ free you from the law? What was His eternal purpose? What should be your response to 
Him? Have you accepted His gift? 

  
3.  POSITION 2: THE LAW IS ALIVE TO THOSE "IN THE FLESH" (v. 5). 

  
The second position of the law is a warning—the law is alive to those "in the flesh." A man "in the flesh" is the natural 

man: the man without Christ, the unsaved, the unjustified, the unregenerate man. To be "in the flesh" means that a man is 
still "under the law," that he must keep its demands, suffer its guilt, and bear its punishment. Note two significant points. 

1.  The law is alive and active to the man without Christ. 
a. It is alive and active in that it points out sin and arouses guilt within a man when he violates the law. 

  
"By the law is the knowledge of sin" (Romans 3:20). 
"Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by 

faith" (Galatians 3:24). 
  

b. It is alive and active in that it arouses sinful passions or "the passions of sins." The law not only points out 
sin; it actually arouses feelings and stirs the emotions to do the forbidden. Sinful feelings are actually brought 
about by the law in our members. When the law prohibits and forbids something, it actually creates within us... 

•  an interest 
•  an 

attraction 
•  an 

excitement 
•  an appeal 

•  a tug or 
pull 

•  a 
fascination 

•  a 
seduction 

•  an 
arousal 

  
There is within man something that makes him want to do that which he is forbidden to do. When he is 

restricted or fenced in, he wants to break through the restriction or fence. He wants to go beyond where he is 
allowed, to take control of his own life as he wishes and wills.  

  
"But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust 

hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death" (James 1:14-
15). 

  
2.  The result of combating the law—of refusing to obey the law—is that one bears the fruit of sin. When a man 

violates the law, he bears transgression and sin, and sin leads to death. In fact, sin deserves death. 
  

"Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned" (Romans 5:12). 



  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What risks does a man face who is under the law?  
2.  Are the consequences of living under the law severe enough to make you seek Christ personally? 

Enough to make you share Christ with others? Or do you feel it is not worth the trouble and effort? 
  

4.  THE LAW IS INACTIVATED BY CONVERSION (v. 6). 
  
Believers are "delivered," that is, have been discharged, from the law. How? By their death "in" Christ (see note 2—

Romans 7:4 for discussion). 
The believer is freed from the law so that he might serve in "newness of spirit," not in the "oldness of the letter." 

⇒ The "oldness of the letter" refers to the law. It is the written law which a man tries to keep in order to 
please God. But note: the law was the old way for man to live; it is no longer the way for a man to approach 
God. 

⇒ The "newness of spirit" can refer either to the Holy Spirit or to the believer's new spirit. The Holy Spirit 
is the One who brings new life to the believer and bears fruit within the believer. (Cp. Romans 8:13-17; 
Galatians 5:22-23.) 

  
The believer's new spirit is also focused upon God and upon his relationship with God. The believer is now a child of 

God, a true member of God's family who has open access into God's presence anytime and under any condition. The 
believer seeks to serve God knowing that if he fails, God will forgive him and allow him to continue on as if nothing had 
ever happened. The believer no longer serves God in a legal and slavish spirit that dooms him to discouragement and 
defeat; but he serves God in "the new spirit" of love, joy, peace, forgiveness, and acceptance. 

  
"For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye 

shall live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the 
spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: and if children, then heirs; 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 
together" (Romans 8:13-17). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
God has offered every person a wonderful opportunity: the gift of life in exchange for the certain destiny that 

sin brings—death. God could have kept His love all to Himself. He could have refused to sacrifice His only Son. 
He could have just ignored us and given us what we really deserved, but instead He gave us the greatest gift of 
all—salvation through Jesus Christ. 

  
"One Mercedes Benz TV commercial shows their car colliding with a cement wall during a safety test. 

Someone then asks the company spokesman why they do not enforce their patent on the Mercedes Benz 
energy-absorbing car body, a design evidently copied by other companies because of its success. 

"He replies matter-of-factly, 'Because some things in life are too important not to share.' How true. In 
that category also falls the gospel of salvation, which saves people from far more than auto collisions."   

  
God has given every believer a brand new start at the point of salvation. Who would ever want to go back to the 

old way of doing things, the way of bondage to the law? 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Since your conversion, do you ever fall into the habit of trying to satisfy the law? Do you allow the law 

to condemn and judge you? What is the only antidote to being freed from the law's bondage? 
2.  How can you keep your focus on God, His power, His Spirit, His love? Can you ever really be totally 

free of the law and its tug? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  



Have you secured true peace in your life? True freedom from the bondage of sin? There is no reason for you to be at 
the mercy of an unforgiving and domineering law that always destroys and brings you down. Jesus Christ has made a way 
of escape, a way whose only path goes through the cross. If you want to be free, remember... 

  
1.  The law dominates man only as long as he lives. 
2.  Position 1: the law is dead to believers. 
3.  Position 2: the law is alive to those "in the flesh." 
4.  The law is inactivated by conversion. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  

Study 2: THE PURPOSE OF THE LAW 
Text: Romans 7:7-13 
Aim: To examine and understand God's purpose for the law. 
Memory Verse: 
"Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good" (Romans 7:12). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
When you are driving your car down the road, the laws of the highway have a significant effect upon you. The law 

tells you such things as... 
⇒ which side of the road to drive on 
⇒ how fast you can go legally 
⇒ that you must have a license 
⇒ that you must come to a complete stop at a stop sign 

  
Chances are if a policeman sees you breaking a traffic law, he will pull you over. What will your excuse be? Do you 

think any of your excuses will impress the policeman? 
⇒ "I was daydreaming." 
⇒ "I was in a real hurry." 
⇒ "I forgot and left my license at home." 
⇒ "I did not see anyone else coming." 

  
The purpose for highway laws is not up for discussion or negotiation. Their purpose is simple: to keep the roads safe 

from lawbreakers. In the same sense, God's law is not up for discussion or negotiation. God's law is to keep people from 
becoming lawbreakers and to protect society from lawbreakers, from those who would make up laws as they see fit. God's 
law is firm, unchanging, and established. When His law is applied to our lives, we quickly see what poor spiritual drivers 
we really are. We are spiritual wrecks who are in desperate need of a Savior who can put us on the right road. 

  
The purpose of the law is clearly pointed out in this passage. It is a passage that needs to be carefully studied by both 

the world and believers. It is a passage that needs to be proclaimed from the housetops, for the law was given by God to 
show man his desperate need for a Savior. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Is the law sin, that is, evil (v.7)? 
2.  The law reveals the fact of sin (v.7). 
3.  The law gives sin the opportunity to be aroused and to work every kind of evil (v.8). 
4.  The law reveals the fact of condemnation and death (v.9-10). 



5.  The law reveals the deceitfulness of sin (v.11). 
6.  The law reveals the way of God: holiness, righteousness, and goodness (v.12). 
7.  The law shows that sin is exceedingly sinful and that it is the cause of death (v.13). 

  
1.  IS THE LAW SIN, THAT IS, EVIL (v. 7)? 

  
This is a legitimate question because of what Romans has declared about the law. 
1.  The law judges and condemns men: "As many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law" (Romans 2:12). 
2. The law and ritual do not make a person a Christian: "He is a Jew [Christian], which is one inwardly; and 

circumcision [a ritual] is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter [law], whose praise is not of men, but of God" 
(Romans 2:29). 

3.  The law cannot make a man righteous and acceptable to God: "Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin" (Romans 3:20; cp. Romans 3:27). 

4.  The purpose of the law is not to save man but to bear witness that man desperately needs the righteousness of God: 
"But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; even the 
righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference" 
(Romans 3:21-22). 

5.  The law leads man to boast in himself—in his own works and self-righteousness—not in God: "Where is boasting 
then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? Nay: but by the law of faith" (Romans 3:27; cp. Romans 4:2, 4; Romans 
2:29). 

6.  The law does not justify a person: "If Abraham were justified by works [the law], he hath whereof to glory; but not 
before God. For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now to 
him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness" (Romans 4:2-5). 

7.  The law is not the way a person receives the promise of God: "For the promise, that he should be the heir of the 
world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith" (Romans 4:13). 

8.  The law works wrath in that it accuses man of sin and condemns him: "Because the law worketh wrath: for where 
no law is, there is no transgression" (Romans 4:15). 

9.  The law causes sin to increase and multiply: "Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where 
sin abounded, grace did much more abound" (Romans 5:20). 

10.  The law enslaves and brings men into bondage: "For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under 
the law, but under grace" (Romans 6:14; cp. Romans 7:1). 

11.  The law arouses men to sin: "For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work 
in our members to bring forth fruit unto death" (Romans 7:5). 

Such facts as these can naturally cause a person to question the value of God's law. If the law lays such a burden of sin 
upon man, what good is it? Is it not evil? Scripture declares loud and clear: "God forbid! Let it never be! Such a thought is 
far from the truth!" 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What would society be like without laws? Do any lawless societies exist now? If so, do these societies 
have advantages of which you would like to be a part ? 

2.  In what ways has the law affected your life? Do you consider these ways to be to your benefit or to your 
detriment? Depending on your answer, does that dictate that the law is good or evil? 

  
2.  THE LAW REVEALS THE FACT OF SIN (v. 7). 

  
Apart from the law, man would be aware that some acts are wrong, such as stealing and killing. However, there would 

be much that man could not know if he did not have the law, much that he would desperately need to know in order to live 
a full and peaceful life. 

The law reveals the fact of sin, the fact... 
•  that men are not in a right relationship with God 
•  that men are not in a right relationship with other men 
•  that men are living selfishly, thereby dooming themselves 
•  that men are coveting and lusting, thereby destroying their world and their future 
•  that men are displeasing God and have become unacceptable to Him 

  



The point is this: when a man sees the fact of sin, the fact that he is a sinner, he can correct it and do something about 
it. The knowledge of sin is a great and glorious thing, for we can take our knowledge and use it to correct the wrong. 
Without the law, we would roam in ignorance, not knowing what was wrong and what was right, what was dooming us 
and what was freeing us. If there were no restraint, that is, no law, every man would be doing what he wanted when he 
wanted; he would be doing his own thing—fulfilling his own desires—regardless of the fallout and the hurt inflicted upon 
others. 

Now note: the law reveals sin; it awakens man to three facts about sin. 
1.  The law reveals the fact of sin, that sin actually exists. The law awakens man to the reality and truth of sin. Man 

knows that coveting is wrong because the law says, "Thou shalt not covet." He knows that some things are good and other 
things are bad because the law tells him. He knows that certain things please and other things displease God because the 
law says so. In simple and clear language, the law tells a man... 

•  what the nature and will of God is 
•  what he must do to be acceptable to God 

  
2.  The law reveals the fact of man's own sin, that man is unquestionably a sinner. The law awakens man to the reality 

that he himself is a sinner. The law shows man... 
•  that he does not always do the will of God 
•  that he cannot keep the law of God, not perfectly 
•  that he is guilty of acting contrary to the nature of God 
•  that he is imperfect, guilty of violating God's law 
•  that being imperfect, he comes short of God's glory 
•  that being short of God's glory, he is unacceptable to God 

  
3.  The law reveals the fact of man's sinful nature, that man is actually aroused to do some of the things that are 

forbidden. The law shows man that he has a sinful, depraved, polluted, and corrupted nature. The law shows man that he 
covets and lusts, enjoys and is aroused... 

•  to take more than his share and more than he needs—whether it be food, clothing, shelter, or other 
material possessions 

•  to take those things which are not his 
•  to keep up with the status of his neighbor 
•  to go after the excitement and stimulation of the forbidden 
•  to fulfill the lust of the flesh 
•  to feed the lust of the eyes 
•  to satisfy the pride of life 

  
The purpose of the law is to reveal sin so that man can correct his behavior and save himself and his world. Apart from 

God's law, he would not know that he needed to be saved. 
  

"Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the 
knowledge of sin" (Romans 3:20). 

"Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith" 
(Galatians 3:24). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How can the knowledge of your sin be a blessing to you? Under what circumstances would this 
knowledge not be a blessing? 

2.  Since man has a sinful nature, can he be responsible for his sin? How? Are you as responsible as you 
can be? 

  
3.  THE LAW GIVES SIN THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE AROUSED AND TO WORK EVERY KIND OF 

EVIL (v. 8). 
  
Note the exact words of the Scripture: "Sin, taking occasion [opportunity] by the commandment, works in men all 

manner of evil"; that is, sin uses the commandment. Sin is not within the commandment; it is separate from it. The 



commandment or law itself is not sinful. Sin is within man, not within the law. Man's aging, deteriorating, and corrupt 
nature has within it... 

•  the principle of 
sin 

•  the tendency to 
sin 

•  the fondness 
for sin 

•  the urge to sin 

•  a diseased 
flesh 

•  a selfish 
appetite 

•  a self-
centered mind 

•  a dead spirit 
  
Note three points.  
1.  It is the law that gives sin the opportunity to be aroused. The law actually stirs, awakens, and arouses sin to work all 

manner of evil. When a man is told not to do something, there is something within him that is stirred, causing him to want 
to do it. Sometimes the desire to do the forbidden is so strong it becomes a rage, inflamed to such a point that the person 
just has to do it. 

2.  It is man who takes and misuses the law; it is not the law that takes and misuses man. The law does not violate man; 
man violates the law. It is not the law that takes man and forces him to sin. It is man who takes the law and breaks it, who 
deliberately goes against what it says. It is sin within man that takes and misuses the law to work all manner of sin. 
Therefore, it is not the law that is evil; it is man who is evil. 

3.  Without the law, sin was dead; that is, the law was not alive and active. It was not guiding and directing man; it was 
not able to fulfill its function which was so desperately needed: showing man his critical need for deliverance from sin 
and its condemnation of death.  

Without the law, sin is dead; but with the law, sin becomes alive. Man is able to look at the law and his true condition, 
that he is a sinner who must be saved if he is to become acceptable to God and live eternally. The law is not evil but good, 
gloriously good, for it shows us our desperate need for salvation. 

  
"For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to 

bring forth fruit unto death" (Romans 7:5). 
"For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to 

the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would" (Galatians 5:17). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
The law is a constant companion to sinful man who thinks he can take care of his own sin. One thing is true. No 

fallen man has ever kept himself from falling and being condemned. Only Jesus Christ can keep a person from 
falling and from condemnation. 

  
"The story is told of a carpenter who was nailing shingles on the roof of a house. He lost his footing and 

started to slide off. As he was sliding he began praying, 'Lord, oh, Lord, help me!' Still he kept sliding. 
Again the man prayed, 'Lord, oh, Lord, help me!' He kept sliding until he got to the edge and a nail sticking 
up caught hold of his pants. After he came to a stop he said, 'Never mind, Lord. The nail's got a hold of me 
now.'"   

  
The law is God's haunting reminder, a haunting reminder that without the nails that Christ allowed to pierce His 

hands and feet, life would be absolutely hopeless and full of despair. Remember this: the next time you are 
tempted to take credit for keeping yourself from falling, thank God for the law and for the nails! 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Have you ever been given a rule, a law, an instruction—only to turn right around and break it? What is it 
about boundaries or guidelines that tempt us to step outside and disobey? Would you be better off without the 
boundaries? Why or why not? 

2.  Man can take any good thing and make it bad by misusing it. Why is the law such a temptation for man 
to abuse? 

3.  Have you ever thanked God for His law?  That it points the way to Him and His glorious salvation? 
Why not thank Him right now? 

  
4.  THE LAW REVEALS THE FACT OF CONDEMNATION AND DEATH (v. 9-10). 



  
This is a major purpose of the law. Note three points. 
1.  A man who does not know or pay attention to the law feels alive. He is just not aware of the law; therefore, he does 

not pay attention to sin. He is not aware that he is a sinner and short of God's glory, violating God's will and going 
contrary to God's nature. He is ignorant of God's law; he pays little attention to right and wrong. When he does wrong and 
fails to do right, he is not aware of it. Therefore he feels... 

•  no 
consciousness of 
sin 

•  no sense of 
judgment  

•  no guilt •  no dread of 
punishment  

  
He feels alive, safe, secure, confident, and assured that he is pleasing to God, that he will be approved and accepted by 

God—if he is even aware of God's existence! He feels alive despite the reality of his sinful state and condition. Without 
the law he does not know the truth, that he is a sinner, condemned and unclean, ever so short of God's glory and 
acceptance. 

2.  A man who does know God's law and pays attention to it sees sin come alive. By knowing the law, the man 
becomes acutely aware of sin when he breaks the law. It is the law that gives him... 

•  a painful awareness of sin 
•  a sense of judgment to come  
•  a sense of guilt 
•  a dread of punishment and of death 

  
It is the law that causes his spirit to die, that destroys his confidence and assurance, comfort and security. It is the law 

that shows him the true state and condition of man: that he is a sinner who is to face condemnation and death; that he 
desperately needs to be delivered from sin and death; that he desperately needs a Savior who can make him acceptable to 
God. 

3.  The point is this: the law is ordained to bring life, but not in the way men think. Men think that the law was given to 
be kept and that by keeping the commandment, they can earn the acceptance of God, working their way into heaven. 
However, this is not the way the law brings life to man. The law brings life to man... 

•  by destroying his self-centeredness and self-righteousness 
•  by revealing the truth to him, his true state and condition 
•  by showing him that he is a corrupt, sinful being 
•  by demonstrating that he desperately needs to be delivered from sin and death 
•  by proving that he desperately needs a Savior, One who can make him acceptable to God 

  
When a man really looks at the law of God, he learns his true condition: he is corrupt and destined to face 

condemnation and death. In learning this fact, he is driven to seek the salvation of God. Therefore, the law is not evil; it is 
good. 

  
"For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: but I see another law in my members, warring 

against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. O 
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" (Romans 7:22-24). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How does ignorance of the law cause a man to misjudge the true condition of his soul? Is ignorance an 
acceptable excuse for not knowing the truth? Why or why not? 

2.  Has the law caused you to come to God for deliverance from your sinful self? How can you make a 
difference to the lost souls who are ignorant of the law? 

  
5.  THE LAW REVEALS THE DECEITFULNESS OF SIN (v. 11). 

  
Note again: it is sin that takes the law and misuses it; it takes the law and deceives us. How? There are at least two 

ways. 
1.  Sin misuses the law and deceives a person by making him feel safe and secure. Sin, that is, self-righteousness, says 

obey the law and you shall live. But this is deception, for no man can keep the law perfectly. Down deep, the thinking and 



honest man knows he can never achieve perfection by keeping God's law; but his sin, his self-righteousness, drives him 
onward to try and try; thus he is forever deceived and doomed. The point is this: the law reveals the deceitfulness of sin or 
of self-righteousness. The law proves that man is not perfect, that he cannot live without sinning, that he sins continually 
and cannot keep from sinning. When a man honestly looks at the law, the law destroys the deceitfulness of sin. 

2.  Sin misuses the law and deceives a person by discouraging him, making him feel helpless and hopeless. Sin 
deceives men into thinking that the law has been given to bring life to man. Therefore, when a man continues to break the 
law, he is keenly aware that he is condemned and unable to achieve the righteousness of the law. He knows that he has 
displeased God, senses that he is unacceptable to God. Feelings of helplessness and hopelessness swarm over him; he 
becomes defeated, down and out. Sin simply takes the law and uses man's failure to discourage him. Sin uses the law, so 
to speak, to whip man; to make him feel unworthy, helpless, and hopeless; to drive him deeper and deeper into despair. 

  
"For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me" (Romans 7:11). 
"For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, 

living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another" (Titus 3:3). 
  
Now note: such an attitude toward the law is the attitude of sin. The law was never given to drive men to despair, and 

in truth, it cannot. It is sin within men that drives them to despair. Twisted minds and ungodly thoughts drive men into a 
state of hopelessness. The law was given to reveal sin to men, to take the sin that already exists and to reveal its shame 
and consequences to men. When the law was first given, man was already in a state of sin and death: he was sinning and 
he was dying. God gave the law to man because He loved man, because He knew that men needed to be pointed toward 
Christ, needed to be shown their terrible condition and desperate need for a Savior. Such is the glorious purpose of the 
law, a purpose which is far from being evil. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Do you ever take pride in your obedience to the law? Why is this attitude sinful, and why is it 
dangerous? How can you keep from being prideful? 

2.  Have you ever been so deep in sin or so addicted to a sin that you felt hopeless and helpless? That you 
were too unworthy to be forgiven or accepted by God? The law was not meant to discourage but to point 
toward a glorious hope. How can you turn despair into hope? 

  
6.  THE LAW REVEALS THE WAY OF GOD: HOLINESS, RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND GOODNESS (v. 

12). 
  
1.  The law is holy: set apart and full of purity, majesty, and glory—set apart in that it reveals God's nature and will—

set apart in that it exposes sin, all that is contrary to God's nature and will. The law is holy in that it is different and set 
apart from everything else on earth. The law is God's way of holiness, the way to live a life of holiness, the way that is so 
different and so set apart that no man can reach its purity. 

2.  The law is just: righteous, fair, impartial, equitable, straight. The law treats a man exactly as he should be treated; it 
shows no partiality to anyone. It also reveals how a man should treat others. The law is just in that it reveals exactly how a 
man should live. It shows him how to live in relation to God and his fellow man; it judges him fairly and impartially. 

3.  The law is good: it shows man how to live and tells him when he fails to live that way. It exposes his sin and 
demonstrates his desperate need for a Savior. The law tells man the truth about the nature of man in a most explicit way, 
and it points him toward the need for outside help in order to be saved. 

  
"The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise 

the simple" (Psalm 19:7). 
"But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully" (1 Tim. 1:8). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  God's law is holy, just, and good. If the law were of man, how would it be different?  
2.  What are some practical examples of the differences between God's law and man's laws? 
3.  Would you rather live under God's law or man's law? Why? 

  
7.  THE LAW SHOWS THAT SIN IS EXCEEDINGLY SINFUL AND THAT IT IS THE CAUSE OF 

DEATH (v. 13). 
  



Note three points. 
1.  The law is good; it is not the cause of death. "God forbid! Such is impossible!" 
2.  The law was given to expose sin and to make men deeply aware of its presence and consequences. Men needed to 

know just how appalling sin is. Men needed to know that sin... 
•  is the worst possible affront to God 
•  is the worst imaginable rebellion against God 
•  is against all that God represents 

  
The law proves that sin is against God: against all that He is, against all of His nature and will. Sin is selfish, 

destructive, dirty, ugly, and impure. The law is the very opposite. The law was given to show how exceedingly sinful sin 
is, to show just how terrible it is. Take any sin and stand it up against the law that prohibits it, and the great contrast is 
seen. For example, take murder and stand it beside the commandment "Thou shalt not kill." Look at the great contrast. 

⇒ The commandment protected man's life, but sin took his life away. 
⇒ The commandment protected man's presence with loved ones, but sin took his presence away. 
⇒ The commandment protected man's existence upon earth, but sin took his existence away. 
⇒ The commandment protected man's contribution to society, but sin took his contribution away. 
⇒ The commandment said that man could live, but sin said "no," and killed him. 

  
So it is with every sin, whether adultery, stealing, or taking God's name in vain. The law was given to make men think 

of their sinful state and condition, of their desperate need for deliverance and salvation. 
3.  The law was given to make men think about death, to make men aware that they die because they violate the will 

and nature of God. Men died before the law was ever given. They died because they did not live holy and righteous lives, 
did not live according to the nature and will of God. God gave the law so that sin and its condemnation of death would be 
exposed more than ever before. Men had to be shown that they were great sinners and that they died because they sinned. 
The law shows men clearer than ever before and in no uncertain terms... 

•  that they do sin 
•  that they are not perfect 
•  that they are condemned to die 

  
Therefore, they need a Savior who will deliver them from sin and its terrible consequence of death. The law shows 

man his desperate need to be saved from sin, death, and judgment. 
  

"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Romans 6:23). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
When does a man get desperate enough to seek a savior greater than himself? People who are willing to look 

into the mirror and admit their need for Jesus Christ will escape eternal judgment. 
  

Herbert was living the American dream: married to his high-school sweetheart, two beautiful children, 
a large home in a good neighborhood, two new cars, involved in the civic life of his community, and a 
member of the largest church in town. 

Like many men who live close to the edge, Herbert thought he could get away with anything. A 
wandering eye became his Achilles' heel, his weakness that betrayed him. Spotting an attractive co-worker, 
he did not take long to develop an affair. Herbert's dream life became a tragic nightmare. His adultery 
severely damaged his relationship with his faithful wife and his two children. After his sin was exposed, his 
employer no longer had use for a man who could not be trusted. 

Herbert was a crushed and broken man. Self-reliant for all his adult life, he quickly came to the end of 
his rope. Broken-hearted, he repented of his sin and asked God to forgive him. Fortunately for Herbert, 
God had given him a wife far more spiritual and loving than himself. Through the ministry of his church, 
they were able to get the needed counseling that put their marriage back on a solid foundation.  

After several difficult months, Herbert asked God this question: "Lord, why did you take such a risk on 
someone like me?" In that small, still voice in his heart, he heard this reply: "Herbert, I did not take a risk 
on you. There is no risk in My love. And you should know that you are not taking a risk when you trust Me 
to change you."  

  



As Herbert fell asleep that night, he meditated on this great truth: when he had come to the end of his rope, he 
found God right there, waiting for him with open arms. He was thankful for the law, God's short leash, that saved 
his life. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  It is sin that causes death, not the law. What things has sin killed in your life? What has the law helped 
preserve? 

2.  If the punishment for sin were not death, do you think you would try as hard to obey the law? Is death 
too severe a penalty for breaking the law? Why or why not? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
A day should not go by when you do not thank God for the law. Through the law, God shows you your desperate need 

for help. After Jesus Christ, the law is the best thing God has ever done for you. The law has a critical purpose in your 
life: 

  
1.  The law is not sin, that is, evil. 
2.  The law reveals the fact of sin. 
3.  The law gives sin the opportunity to be aroused and to work every kind of evil. 
4.  The law reveals the fact of condemnation and death. 
5.  The law reveals the deceitfulness of sin. 
6.  The law reveals the way of God: holiness, righteousness, and goodness. 
7.  The law shows that sin is exceedingly sinful and that it is the cause of death. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  

Study 3: THE CONFESSIONS OF A MAN'S STRUGGLING SOUL 
Text: Romans 7:14-25 
Aim: To acknowledge the great need of your soul: Jesus Christ. 
Memory Verse: 
"O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? I thank God through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law 
of sin" (Romans 7:24-25). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
Think for a moment. When are you most honest with yourself and with others? Are you more prone to be honest... 

•  when no one is around to see or hear you? 
•  when you are among trusted friends? 
•  when the truth is the only believable explanation? 
•  when you have been caught in a lie? 

  
No one is perfect, although there are many who live under the pressure of trying to be perfect. Living under such a 

false pretense is unscriptural as well as a recipe for disaster. A lot of people hide behind an air of bravado, trying to fool 
everyone. In reality, they fool no one, not even themselves. Everyone has problems. Everyone has struggles. Everyone 
wants to do good in some area of life while evil pulls at him in another area. As we will soon see, there is only one answer 
to this dilemma. 



This is a great passage of Scripture in that it portrays the struggling soul of the believer as he plows through life. It is a 
rare picture of the life of Paul, of what he sensed, learned, and experienced as he struggled to please God and to become 
conformed to the glorious image of the Lord Jesus. It is the confession of a man's soul as the man struggles through life. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  The law is spiritual (v.14). 
2.  Confession 1: he is carnal, given over and enslaved to sin (v.14-17). 
3.  Confession 2: he is void of any good thing (v.18-20). 
4.  Confession 3: he finds two laws or forces within (v.21-23). 
5.  Confession 4: he is a desperate, wretched man who needs a Deliverer (v.24). 
6.  Confession 5: the Deliverer is Jesus Christ (v.25). 

  
1.  THE LAW IS SPIRITUAL (v. 14). 

  
It is spiritual in at least three senses. 
1.  The law was given to man by the Spirit of God. The Greek word used is the very name of the Holy Spirit. The Holy 

Spirit is the source of the law. 
2.  The law is the expression of the will and nature of God. The law is spiritual because it describes the will of God and 

tells man just what God is like. The rules of the law reveal both the mind and nature of God. 
3.  The law is spiritual because of its purposes. Remember: 

⇒ The law reveals the fact of sin (Romans 7:7). 
⇒ The law gives sin the opportunity to be aroused and to work every kind of evil (Romans 7:8). 
⇒ The law reveals the fact of condemnation and death (Romans 7:9-10). 
⇒ The law reveals the deceitfulness of sin (Romans 7:11). 
⇒ The law reveals the way of God: holiness, righteousness, and goodness (Romans 7:12). 
⇒ The law shows that sin is exceedingly sinful, that it is the cause of death (Romans 7:13). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Bear in mind one clear fact: the law points out what is wrong but has no power to fix your problems. Have you 

ever thought, "How could the law be spiritual when all it does is make my flesh miserable?" What purpose does 
the law serve? 

  
David had just hired a new work crew to build a house in a very affluent neighborhood. No expense was 

to be spared. After the foundation was laid, the walls went up quickly. The new crew worked fast. "This is 
going to be a great job," David thought to himself. The more quickly they finished the job, the sooner he got 
paid. Before moving on to the next phase, David placed his plumbline on a wall and to his surprise, the 
wall was crooked. He checked another wall and found that it was crooked as well. In fact, every wall in the 
house was crooked. 

To the natural eye, the walls looked perfectly straight. But the plumbline testified to the truth: the walls 
were crooked. David's anger boiled over. He flung the plumbline across the lot. He glared at and fired 
each of his workers because of their sloppy, costly, and inexcusable work. Then, he got mad at himself for 
having hired them. 

  
The fault was not in the plumbline. It only showed David the problem. Just like the law: the law was not given 

to fix our lives, bent by the crookedness of sin; the law was given to reveal God's will for us, to reveal His nature, 
to reveal how He wants us to behave. The law is God's gift to the believer. It is a gift that shows us the problem so 
that we will be desperate enough to ask for help from the Carpenter from Nazareth. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Since the Holy Spirit is the source of the law, can it be anything but good? Why is this important to 
know when you struggle with the law? 

2.  Is there a difference between the law and the nature of God? Between the law and the will of God? 
Which are you to revere and respect: the law or God? Or both? 

  
2.  CONFESSION 1: HE IS CARNAL, GIVEN OVER AND ENSLAVED TO SIN (v. 14-17). 

  



The word "carnal" or "fleshly" means to be made of flesh; to consist of flesh; to have a body of flesh and blood. It 
means the flesh with which a man is born, the fleshly nature one inherits from his parents when he is born. 

The word carnal also means to be given up to the flesh, that is, to live a fleshly, sensual life; to be given over to animal 
appetites; to be controlled by one's sinful nature. 

Paul says that he is "sold under sin." He simply means that as a creature of flesh, that is, as a man, he is... 
•  enslaved to 

sin 
•  cannot free 

himself from being 
short of God's 
glory 

•  given over to 
sin 

•  cannot keep 
from sinning—not 
perfectly  

•  under sin's 
influence 

•  cannot erase 
sin's presence—not 
completely  

•  subject to sin •  cannot cast 
sin out of his life—
not totally  

•  capable of 
sinning 

•  cannot get rid 
of sin—not 
permanently  

•  guilty of 
sinning   

  
"His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his 

sins" (Proverbs 5:22). 
"Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of 

sin" (John 8:34). 
  
Paul makes three points about his being carnal and sold under sin. 
1.  He says that a carnal life is a helpless, unceasing struggle. 

a. "That which I do I allow not": the word "allow" means to recognize, to know, to perceive. A carnal man 
finds himself doing things, and he cannot understand why he is doing them. He fights and struggles against 
them, but before he knows it, he has sinned and come short. The sin was upon him before he even recognized 
and saw it. If he had known that the behavior was sin, he never would have done it, but he did not recognize it 
as coming short of God's glory and God's will for his life. 

b. "What I would, that do I not." Paul says that he wanted to do right and to please God as he walked 
throughout life day by day. He wanted to be conformed to the image of Christ, becoming all that God wanted 
him to be. But despite his desire and expectation, before he knew it, he found himself coming short of God's 
glory and will. 

c. "What I hate, that do I." Paul hated sin and hated coming short of God's glory. He struggled against 
failing and displeasing God; he hated everything that hurt and cut the heart of God, and he fought to erase it 
completely from his life. But no matter how much he hated and struggled against coming short, he still found 
himself failing.  

  
"For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary 

the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would" (Galatians 5:17). 
  
2.  A carnal life demonstrates that human nature and knowledge are inadequate. A carnal man fails to live for God as 

he should. No matter how much he tries to please God and to be conformed to the image of Christ, he comes short. 
Now note: it is the law that tells man that he comes short. The law tells him that despite all his efforts to please God, he 

is short and unacceptable to God. He may know the law and he may try to keep the law, but his desire to know and to seek 
God will not save him. His nature and knowledge are not enough; they fail. What he needs is a Savior, One outside his 
own flesh who can forgive his sins and impart eternal life to him. 

Note another fact: a carnal life proves the law is good. The word "consent" means to agree; to say the same thing; to 
speak right along with the law; to prove, demonstrate, and show that the law is right. The law proves and demonstrates 



that a man cannot live a perfectly righteous life. A carnal man proves the very same thing. He sins, finding himself doing 
exactly what the law says not to do and what he himself prefers not to do. 

The point is this: when a carnal man sins, the law points out his sin. The law tells the carnal man the truth: he is a 
sinner doomed to die. Knowing this, the carnal man is able to seek the Lord and His forgiveness. Therefore, the carnal 
man agrees with the law; the law is very good, for it tells him that he must seek the Savior and His forgiveness. He may 
not actually follow through and seek the Lord, but the law has at least fulfilled its function in showing the carnal man 
what he needs to do.  

  
"The way of peace they know not; and there is no judgment in their goings: they have made them 

crooked paths; whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace" (Isaiah 59:8). 
"Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is 

in them, because of the blindness of their heart" (Ephes. 4:18). 
  
3.  Paul's conclusion is that man has a sinful, depraved, and corrupt nature. What causes him to conclude this? As a 

man who was a genuine believer, he did not want to sin; he actually willed not to sin. However, he found that he could not 
keep from sinning. He continually came short of the glory of God, failing to be consistently conformed to the image of 
Christ. Why? 

⇒ Not because he failed to exercise his will 
⇒ Not because his mind was not focused upon Christ 
⇒ Not because he did not know God's will 
⇒ Not because he did not seek to do God's will 
⇒ Not because he did not call upon every faculty and power of his being 

  
Paul came short and failed because of sin that dwelled in him, because of sin within his flesh. The carnal man finds a 

principle, a law of sin within his flesh that tugs and pulls him to sin. He finds that no matter what he does, he sins... 
•  by living for himself before he lives for God and for others 
•  by putting himself before the laws concerning God and the laws concerning man  

  
(This refers to the Ten Commandments where the first four laws govern our relationship to God and the last six laws 

govern our relationship to man.) 
  
No matter what resources and faculties man uses and no matter how diligently he tries, he is unable to control sin and 

to keep from sinning. Sin is within his flesh; it dwells in him. In fact, man is corrupt and dies for this very reason. He was 
never made to be corruptible nor to die; he was not created with the seed of corruption that causes him to age and 
deteriorate and decay (Romans 5:12). The seed of corruption was planted in his flesh, in his body and life, when he 
sinned. The carnal life proves that man cannot keep from sinning, that man is diseased with the seed of corruption, the 
seed of a sinful and a depraved nature. 

  
"Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the 

miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled" (John 6:26). 
"Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but 

even their mind and conscience is defiled" (Titus 1:15). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Paul said he was a carnal man. What thoughts run through your mind when you think about a man who 

was such a spiritual giant but was still carnal? How does this effect how you feel about yourself? Why? 
2.  In practical terms, what does it mean to be "sold under sin"? 
3.  Why is it impossible for a carnal man to give his best for God? What do you need to do in order to give 

your best for God? 
4.  Why is it impossible for you to keep a perfect record of not sinning? What makes your situation 

different from that of an unbeliever? 
  

3.  CONFESSION 2: HE IS VOID OF ANY GOOD THING (v. 18-20). 
  
By "flesh" Paul means the human, sinful, depraved, and corrupt nature of man. Paul declares: there is no "good thing" 

in his flesh. This does not mean that he never did any good thing or work. It means that his flesh... 



•  is unable to please the goodness of God 
•  is unable to be as good as it should be 
•  is unable to be perfectly good 
•  is unable to conquer the tendency and push toward sin 
•  is unable to be conformed to the image of Christ 
•  is corrupted and short of God's glory 
•  is contaminated and diseased by sin 
•  is incapable of reaching God on its own and by itself 
•  is aging and deteriorating, dying and decaying 
•  is condemned to face the judgment of God 

  
1.  Note why Paul says his flesh is void of any good thing: he wills and resolves not to sin, but it is all to no avail, he 

still fails and comes short. Note that being willing to do good is ever present with him. The word "present" means that it is 
constantly before his face. He is always willing to do good and to please God. There is no lack of will in him. It is not the 
weakness of will nor of his resolve that causes him to come short of God's glory and will. How does he know this? 

⇒ Because what he wills to do, he fails to do 
⇒ Because the evil he tries not to do, he does 

  
2.  Paul's conclusion is the same as that of point one. He is void of any good thing because he has a sinful, depraved, 

and corrupt nature. He is held in spiritual bondage to sin. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Do you really believe there is no good thing in you? How can this be true? What is the distinction 

between being good and doing good? 
2.  If you accept that there is no good thing in you, does that mean you should quit trying? 
3.  How can you use this point (Romans 7:18-20) to help identify with an unbeliever and witness to him? 

  
4.  CONFESSION 3: HE FINDS TWO LAWS OR FORCES WITHIN (v. 21-23). 

  
Very simply, as soon as Paul wills to do good, he is immediately confronted... 

•  by a law of evil (Romans 7:21) 
•  by the law of sin (Romans 7:23) 

  
The law of sin and evil battles the law of the inward man (Romans 7:22), the law of his mind (Romans 7:23). 
1.  The law of evil or the law of sin means that sin is a law, a rule, a force, a principle, a disposition, an urge, a 

tendency, a pull, a tug, a corruption, a depravity within man's nature or inner being. It is called a law... 
•  because of its regularity; it rises up and rules all the time 
•  because of its permanent and controlling power 
•  because it is impossible to break its rule and to keep from sinning 
•  because it has captivated and enslaved the nature of man (Romans 7:14f) 
•  because it is not passive but active, constantly struggling to gain the ascendancy over the law of the mind 

  
Any man who allows the law of sin to rule in his life is a miserable and helpless victim of sin. 
2.  The law of the inward man or the law of the mind means... 

•  the divine nature of God implanted within the believer 
  

"Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust" 
(2 Peter 1:4). 

  
•  the "new man" created when a believer is born again 

  
"And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; and that ye put on the new man, which after God is 

created in righteousness and true holiness" (Ephes. 4:23-24). 
  



•  the abiding presence of Christ in the believer's life 
  

"I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you....At that day ye shall know that I am in my 
Father, and ye in me, and I in you" (John 14:18, 20). 

  
•  the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit 

  
"And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with 

you for ever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, 
neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you....But the 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you" (John 14:16-17, 
26). 

  
•  the "hidden man of the heart" 

  
"But let it [one's appearance] be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, 

even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price" (1 Peter 
3:4). 

  
Very simply stated, the law of the inward man is the law, rule, disposition, urge, tendency, pull, and tug of the Holy 

Spirit to please God and to delight in doing His will. 
The confession of Paul is striking. He declares that the law of sin wars against the law of his mind and that it gains the 

ascendancy. The law of sin captivates and enslaves him. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Have you ever resolved to do something 'just right' or to behave in a certain way, only to turn around 

and do just the opposite? Why did this happen? Was it because you didn't try? Didn't care? What should this 
shortcoming cause you to do? 

2.  How should you respond when you get that "pulled-apart" feeling? How do you respond when you get 
that "pulled-apart" feeling? 

  
5.  CONFESSION 4: HE IS A DESPERATE, WRETCHED MAN WHO NEEDS A DELIVERER (v. 24). 

  
There is a sense in which man is a walking civil war. He has the ability to see what is good, but he is unable to do it. 

He can see what is wrong, but he cannot keep from doing it. Paul says he was pulled in two directions, pulled so much 
that he was almost like two men in the same body. He knew the right, yet he did the wrong. He knew what was wrong, yet 
he was unable to stay away from it. 

There is no believer, no matter how advanced in holiness, who cannot use the same language used by the Apostle. 
There is a bondage, a power of sin, within the believer's nature that he cannot totally resist. True, he may and does 
struggle against the power, and he desires to be free from it; but despite all his efforts, he still finds himself under its 
influence. This is precisely the bondage of sin, of coming short of the glory of God. Too often he finds himself distrusting 
God, being hard of heart, loving the world and self, being too prideful, too cold, too slothful—disapproving what he 
knows to be right and approving what he hates. He groans under the weight of sin, of being short of God's glory and of 
failing to be conformed to the image of Christ. He aches to walk in humility and meekness and to be filled with the fruit of 
love, joy, and peace. But day by day, he finds the force of sin reasserting its power over him. He struggles and struggles 
against it, but he finds that he cannot find the power to free himself. The believer senses an utter helplessness, longing and 
desiring for God to free him. He is a slave looking and longing for liberty. As has been said, this conflict between the 
flesh and spirit "continues in us so long as we live, in some more, and in others less, according as the one or the other 
principle is the stronger."   

It is this consciousness that drives the believer to the awareness that deliverance is found only through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

  
"If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son 

of God afresh, and put him to an open shame" (Hebrews 6:6). 
  



QUESTIONS: 
1.  Note Paul's personal view of himself: "a desperate, wretched man who needs a Deliverer." This is the 

Apostle Paul, the man who wrote a large portion of the New Testament. What lessons can you draw from his 
gut-level honesty? 

2.  How serious is your need for Jesus Christ? Have you really acknowledged and confessed it? Why do 
some believers take Him for granted? How do you take Christ for granted? 

  
6.  CONFESSION 5: THE DELIVERER IS JESUS CHRIST (v. 25). 

  
This is an exclamation! Paul bursts forth with praise to God, for there is a glorious deliverance from sin! But note: the 

deliverance does not come through... 
•  some man-made law 
•  some man-possessed power 
•  some man-possessed ability 
•  some superior physical quality or faculty 
•  some great spiritual force 

  
1.  The deliverance comes through the great Deliverer Himself, Jesus Christ our Lord. He alone can deliver from sin. 

He is perfectly clear about this. 
  

"Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me" 
(John 14:6). 

  
Jesus Christ delivers the believer from sin in two ways. 

a. Jesus Christ justifies the believer. 
b. Jesus Christ places the believer under God's grace. 

2.  Paul's conclusion is that he serves the law of God with his mind, that is, with his renewed mind. The believer who 
truly knows that his deliverance is through Jesus Christ our Lord learns something. He learns that his mind is transformed 
and renewed by Jesus Christ; he learns that his mind is born again and experiences a new birth just as his "old man" does. 
He learns that his old mind becomes the new mind and that his "old man" becomes the "new man." 

  
"And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 

prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God" (Romans 12:2). 
  
Because of Jesus Christ, the believer takes his new mind and does all he can to serve the law of God. When he fails—

when his flesh caves in to sin—he knows that it is the law or force of sin that has caused it, not the law of his new mind. 
He knows that he is still flesh as well as spirit, that he is still indwelt by two laws, two forces that struggle for allegiance; 
therefore, he does all he can to focus his mind upon the law of God. He simply serves God—His will and His nature (that 
is, His law)—trying to please God in all that he does. He dedicates himself not to come short of God's glory but to be 
conformed to the image of Christ. He knows that he is delivered from the law (force) of sin through Jesus Christ; 
therefore, the believer keeps justification and God's grace ever before his face. The believer knows that when his flesh 
serves the law of sin by failing, he has open access into God's presence to ask forgiveness. Therefore, he "girds up the 
loins of his mind" and comes before God for forgiveness. And after receiving a fresh surge of God's forgiveness and 
grace, he starts all over again. The believer begins to sense the law of God with renewed fervor, the fervor of his renewed 
mind. 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Every person who has ever lived has tried at some point to overcome some sin using his own strength. But 

every person has also failed. Success comes only when we see our mortal limits and call upon the One who can 
make a difference. 

  
One day at a local restaurant, four friends met around a table in the corner. Over the years they had 

developed a good friendship and met to share what was going on in their lives. On this occasion, Jim 
confessed to his friends that he was having a struggle with his thought-life. "You guys need to pray for me. 
You would not believe some of the things that are going through my mind." Bill was the next one to confess 
a weakness. "I've put on 25 pounds in the last 3 months. I eat everything in sight. I just can't walk away 



from food. I need help." Fred was next. "I've been tempted to go back to drinking. The pull to have a drink 
has at times been almost irresistible. I don't know how much longer I can go before I give in. You guys are 
going to have to watch out for me." 

At this point, every man had confessed a weakness and great need for help. Everyone, that is, except 
Andy. Jim, Bill, and Fred recognized their needs and their shortcomings and were asking God for help. 
They were at His mercy. Then all eyes fell upon Andy who was squirming in his seat. But Andy, although he 
had some problems, did not want to be freed from them. In fact, he took pleasure in his vices. Andy is 
typical of those who would rather surrender to sin than fight its power. 

  
There are many who know right from wrong but do not accept the consequences of continuing to live in sin. 

Jim, Bill, and Fred are going to make it. They have gone to the only One who can set them free from sin's power, 
Jesus Christ. On the other hand, there will always be men like Andy who will search for their own way out of the 
maze of sin. They will look and fail, look and fail, finally surrendering and subjecting themselves to a life of sin. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Have you confessed that Jesus Christ is the Deliverer, the only Deliverer, from your sin? Are you living 
like you believe it? 

2.  In what ways does a carnal man try to deliver himself from trouble? When are you most tempted to 
ignore God's help and go your own way? 

3.  What role does your mind play in being delivered from sin? What is the best way to keep your mind 
spiritually sharp? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
The inward struggle you face between right and wrong and good and bad is not a problem unique to you. Everyone 

struggles with the problem. Will you always be trapped in a hopeless cycle of bondage and misery? No! Jesus Christ has 
come to set you free from the power of habitual sin. The challenge for you is to acknowledge your sinfulness and your 
need for deliverance, and then to set your mind on the resurrected Christ, the One who has the power to set you free. 
Remember: 

  
1.  The law is spiritual. 
2.  Confession 1: you are carnal, sold under sin. 
3.  Confession 2: you are void of any good thing. 
4.  Confession 3: you find two laws or forces within. 
5.  Confession 4: you are a desperate, wretched man who needs a Deliverer. 
6.  Confession 5: the Deliverer is Jesus Christ. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  

Study 2: THE WHOLE CREATION SHALL BE FREED FROM STRUGGLING AND 
SUFFERING 

Text: Romans 8:18-27 
Aim: To understand the role and purpose of suffering. 
Memory Verse: 
"Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we 

ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered" 
(Romans 8:27). 



  
INTRODUCTION: 
What do you need to help you get up, get started, and make it through another day? Some people need... 

•  an irritating alarm clock 
•  a cup of hot coffee 
•  a long, hot shower 

  
Then after that, the challenge is to make it through the rest of the day, and the day after that, and the day after that. 

⇒ They cannot wait until it's Friday. 
⇒ They stare at the clock as if their eyes could make the hands move faster. 
⇒ They endure one task after another and one ritual after another until it is time to start the day all over 

again. 
Such is the existence of the person who simply endures life.  
  
On the other hand, there are those who have discovered that the secret to life rests not in their own power, but in the 

power of the Holy Spirit of God. It is the Holy Spirit... 
•  who awakens them for a brand new day 
•  who causes them to live for the future, not just for the weekend 
•  who allows them to look at every circumstance, even the hard ones, as an opportunity for personal 

growth 
  
The mature Christian believer has come to learn that struggling and suffering are a part of life. It is a part of life that is 

not to be shunned but to be embraced. How can anyone live like this? There is only one way, the way of the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, God will preserve His people with a great hope. The man who has 
hope will always overcome any trial or tribulation. This is one of the most glorious promises in all of Scripture. God is 
going to free all creation from struggling and suffering. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  In this life (v.18). 
a. The believer suffers and struggles. 
b. The future glory will be worth the agony. 

2.  The creation suffers and struggles for deliverance from corruption (v.19-22). 
3.  The believer suffers and struggles for deliverance from corruption (v.23-27). 

  
1.  IN THIS LIFE THE BELIEVER SUFFERS AND STRUGGLES (v. 18). 

  
The word "suffering" here means all the forms of suffering which the believer experiences throughout life. It means... 

⇒ the suffering that comes from persecution 
⇒ the suffering that comes from the struggle of his spirit to overcome the flesh and the world 

  
Very simply, suffering means the struggle waged by our spirits to overcome all that is experienced in this life, all that 

is involved in the flesh and the world. It is the spiritual struggle discussed in Romans 5-8, and so descriptively illustrated 
in Romans 7.  It is the weight and agony of fighting to overcome... 

•  sin and 
corruption 

•  disease and 
pain 

•  abuse and 
persecution 

•  unregulated 
urges and desires 

•  weaknesses 
and shortcomings 

•  aging and 
loss 

• 
 deterioration and 
decay 

  
The genuine believer struggles against everything that keeps him from living abundantly and eternally. His sole 

passion is to bring everything under the control of Christ and to be conformed to the image of Christ. Therefore, he 



struggles to overcome the flesh and the world with their aging and corruption, sin and death. No matter what suffering is 
required, the believer bears it in order to overcome, gaining the victory of eternal life and its glory. 

Note that the believer is to suffer with Christ "in order that" he may be glorified with Christ (Romans 8:17). Suffering 
prepares the believer to participate in the glory of Christ. It is the necessary condition for exaltation. Suffering and 
struggling are a refining process through which the believer must pass (1 Peter 1:6-7). It refines the believer by forcing 
him to expand his trust in God more and more. Suffering drives a believer to cast himself more and more upon the care of 
God; therefore, the believer moves closer and closer to that perfect trust. Although he will never achieve perfect trust and 
care in God, he will come to know it when God transports him into the very Kingdom of Heaven itself. Suffering 
enlarges, purifies, expands, and ennobles the believer. It makes him more and more like what he will be when he actually 
lives face to face with God. This future glory transcends immeasurably the suffering and struggling of this present world.  

a. The future glory shall be revealed "in" us; it shall become part of our very nature and being. Glory shall 
radiate and shine forth from our resurrected bodies. 

  
"When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory" (Col. 

3:4). 
  

b. The future glory shall be an eternal weight of glory (just imagine such a weight, a weight beyond all 
measure, surpassing all measurements and calculations). 

  
"For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 

eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal" 
(2 Cor. 4:17-18). 

  
c. The future glory shall far exceed anything we have seen or heard or longed for in our hearts. 

  
"But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 

man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him" (1 Cor. 2:9). 
  

d. The future glory shall be so glorious it will reflect through us to others, making us ministers of glory. 
  

"They are the messengers of the churches, and the glory of Christ" (2 Cor. 8:23). 
  

e. The future glory shall make us just like Jesus in all that He is. 
  

"Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know 
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is" (1 John 3:2). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
When things are going well, we all tend to be a little bit nonchalant about life. Suffering, however, causes all of 

us to look deep inside and ask the hard questions of life. "What does my suffering mean? Why is this happening to 
me? What do I need to learn from my suffering?" Sometimes when we are placed in the grip of suffering, the 
answers to these questions become a little bit clearer. 

  
"When Jewish psychiatrist Victor Frankl was arrested by the Nazis in World War II, he was stripped of 

everything—property, family, possessions. He had spent years researching and writing a book on the 
importance of finding meaning in life—concepts that later would become known as logotherapy. When he 
arrived in Auschwitz, the infamous death camp, even his manuscript, which he had hidden in the lining of 
his coat, was taken away. 

"'I had to undergo and overcome the loss of my spiritual child,' Frankl writes. 'Now it seemed as if 
nothing and no one would survive me; neither a physical nor a spiritual child of my own! I found myself 
confronted with the question of whether under such circumstances my life was ultimately void of any 
meaning.' 

"He was still wrestling with that question a few days later when the Nazis forced the prisoners to give 
up their clothes. 



"'I had to surrender my clothes and in turn inherited the worn out rags of an inmate who had been sent 
to the gas chamber,' says Frankl. 'Instead of the many pages of my manuscript, I found in the pocket of the 
newly acquired coat a single page torn out of a Hebrew prayer book, which contained the main Jewish 
prayer, Shema Yisrael (Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one God. And you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.) 

"'How should I have interpreted such a coincidence other than as a challenge to live my thoughts 
instead of merely putting them on paper?' 

"Later, as Frankl reflected on his ordeal, he wrote in his book Man's Search for Meaning, 'There is 
nothing in the world that would so effectively help one to survive even the worst conditions, as the 
knowledge that there is a meaning in one's life....He who has a why to live for can bear almost any how.'"   

  
It is crucial for you to remember that while you are suffering, God has given you a great reason, a great 

purpose, and a great future. A great reason to live. A great purpose to share. A great future with Him. What 
suffering would be so great to cause you to give up this kind of hope? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What comfort does God offer you while you are suffering? 
2.  Why does God want you to suffer with Christ? Is it fair? Is it reasonable? 
3.  What would you say to a believer who thought he would be exempt from suffering when he became a 

Christian?  
4.  How often do you thank God for what awaits you in the future? 

  
2.  THE CREATION SUFFERS AND STRUGGLES FOR DELIVERANCE FROM CORRUPTION (v. 19-

22). 
  
The word "creation" refers to everything under man: animal, plant, and mineral. All creation is pictured as living and 

waiting expectantly for the day when the sons of God shall be glorified. The words "earnest expectation" mean to watch 
with the neck outstretched and the head erect. It is a persistent, unswerving expectation, an expectation that does not give 
up, but keeps looking until the event happens. Note three facts revealed about the universe in which man lives. 

1.  Creation is subject to corruption. This is clearly seen by men; and what men see is constantly confirmed by such 
authorities as the botanist, zoologist, geologist, and astronomers of the world. All of creation, whether mineral, plant, or 
animal, suffers just as men do. All creation suffers hurt, damage, loss, deterioration, erosion, death, and decay—all 
creation struggles for life. It is full of "vanity," that is, condemned to futility and frustration, unable to realize its purpose, 
subject to corruption. Note the two things said about creation in this verse (Romans 8:20). 

a. Creation was condemned to vanity—futility and frustration—by God because of man's sin. Creation did 
not willingly choose to be condemned to corruption. The world was made to be the home of man, the place 
where he lived. Therefore, when man sinned, his world was doomed to suffer the consequences of sin with him. 
Man's world was cursed right along with him. 

  
"Cursed is the earth for thy sake" (Genesis 3:17). 

  
APPLICATION: 
Just picture the enormous hurt, damage, and decay that take place every day in our world. Think about... 

•  the disease and savagery of the animal world 
•  the hurt and damage that so easily happens in the plant world 
•  the destruction and deterioration that takes place in the mineral world 

  
Think about the earthquakes, tornadoes, storms, floods, droughts, diseases, famines, attacks, and struggles for 

survival that take place. And these are only a few of the myriad happenings that show the corruption of the world. 
  

b. Creation has been subjected to corruption "in hope." The news of Scripture is glorious: the situation of the 
world is neither hopeless nor final. Creation has the same hope of redemption and of renovation as man. The 
world was made for man; therefore, all creation shall be ultimately delivered from corruption just as man shall 
be delivered from corruption. 

  



2.  Creation shall be delivered from corruption. This is the wonderful news of the glorious gospel. Note a most 
significant point: whatever happens to man is bound to happen to his world. Man is the summit of God's creation; 
therefore, all that is under man is intertwined, interwoven, and interrelated to him. Man and his world are one and the 
same; they are dependent upon each other. This is enormously significant: since man and his world are interrelated, it 
means that the world will experience whatever man experiences. When man fell, his world was bound to fall with him. 
But this is the glorious news as well. When man is liberated from corruption, his world shall be liberated as well. God had 
to subject man's world to man's fate, but God also had to subject man's world to man's hope. Creation will experience the 
glorious hope of living forever with man, of being completely and perfectly renovated. There will be a "new heavens and 
a new earth" (cp. Psalm 96:11-13; Psalm 98:7-9; Isaiah 11:6-9; Rev. 5:13). 

  
"But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a 

great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall 
be burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in 
all holy conversation and godliness, looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the 
heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, 
according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness" (2 Peter 
3:10-13). 

  
3.  Creation groans in labor for deliverance. Note that all creation suffers together: all creation is interrelated, 

intertwined, and interconnected. The whole universe is dependent upon its various parts for survival. The earth could not 
survive without the heavens, and the heavens would have no purpose apart from God's creation of man and his earth. This 
does not mean that man is to be egocentric or egotistical. It simply means that man and his earth are the focal point of 
God's unbelievable creation, of His eternal plan and purpose. Being the center of creation before God is not a truth to 
make man proud, but to make him humble—a truth to cause him to bow in worship and praise, appreciation and 
thankfulness. Being the summit of God's creation is not a gift of privilege, not presently, but of enormous responsibility. 

Note the words "groaneth and travaileth." The picture is that of a woman giving birth. Creation experiences birth 
pangs under its struggle to survive. And note: it has been experiencing the birth pangs until now, that is, from the fall of 
man up until this present moment. 

In conclusion, the whole scene of these four verses is that creation awaits a renovated world. Creation resents evil and 
struggles against decay and death. It fights for survival. It struggles against the bondage of being slaughtered or changed. 

The idea expressed is that creation awaits the Day of Redemption: anxiously, expectantly, longingly, and eagerly 
awaits for its deliverance from corruption. Creation moans and groans and cries for the unveiling of the Son of God. 

  
"Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 

righteousness" (2 Peter 3:13). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  In what ways have you observed creation's corruption? What does this tell you about people who 

worship nature (e.g. the spirits in trees, animals, stars, the sun, the moon, etc.)? 
2.  Considering what God has promised to do with creation, what is your responsibility to creation now? 
3.  Have you been as respectful and responsible toward all of God's creation as you should be? How can 

you be more so? 
  

3.  THE BELIEVER SUFFERS AND STRUGGLES FOR DELIVERANCE FROM CORRUPTION (v. 23-
27). 

  
Note four facts. 
1.  It is the first-fruit of the Holy Spirit that delivers and saves man. The term first-fruit means either the presence of 

the Holy Spirit or the fruit of the Holy Spirit: life, love, joy, peace (Galatians 5:22-23). When a believer is truly saved, he 
possesses the Holy Spirit and bears the fruit of the Spirit. He actually begins to live abundantly and eternally, and he 
experiences the fulness of God's Spirit: His love, joy, and peace. Experiencing these causes the believer to groan and 
ache... 

•  for the perfection of the Spirit's presence and fruit 
•  for the day of adoption, the day when he will actually move into the perfect presence of God 
•  for the redemption of his body 

  



The believer is stirred by the taste of the Spirit and of His first-fruits, stirred to groan for their perfection. He groans 
and aches to be delivered from the sufferings of this world and released into the glorious liberty of perfection with God. 

  
"It is sown a natural body: it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual 

body" (1 Cor. 15:44). 
  
2.  It is hope that delivers and saves man. Hope saves us, for it is hope that keeps us seeking after God and His 

redemption. We hope for redemption; therefore, "with patience we wait for it" (see A Closer Look # 1, Hope—Romans 
8:24-25 for discussion). 

3.  It is prayer and the Holy Spirit that delivers and saves a man. As the believer faces the sufferings of this life, he has 
the greatest resource imaginable: prayer. He has the right to approach God whenever needed and to ask God for the 
strength to walk through and to conquer the suffering. That is what prayer is all about. 

Two significant things are said about prayer. 
a. Believers do not know how to pray as they should. Note the word "we." Paul includes himself in this, 

which is to say no believer knows how to pray. By nature we are weak, lacking the power... 
•  for prolonged concentration 
•  to avoid distractions 
•  to stop all wandering thoughts 
•  to prevent emotional changes 
•  to govern varying affections 
•  to know what lies in the future, even one hour from now 
•  to know what is really best for us and our growth in any given situation 

  
b. The Holy Spirit helps our infirmities. It is true that He helps us in all our infirmities, but the point of the 

present passage deals only with prayer. Note: it is assumed that we are praying in this verse. The Spirit is not 
going to force us to pray. It is our responsibility to pray, to take the time to get alone and pray. When we do 
this, the Spirit begins to act both upon and for us. 

Note this also: the Spirit "helpeth our infirmities." Whatever our particular weakness is, it is that weakness 
which He helps. If we are truly sincere and are wrestling to pray, then the Spirit helps us to control 
concentration, distractions, wandering thoughts, emotional changes, and affections. How? As we struggle to 
pray by controlling our flesh and its weakness, the Holy Spirit takes our mind and emotions and... 

•  quiets and silences them 
•  stirs and excites them 
•  draws and pulls them 
•  directs and guides them 

  
He leads us to pray as we should, controlling and subjecting the flesh and concentrating upon the prayer. 
Note another fact: the Holy Spirit makes "intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered." 

Sometimes the struggles and sufferings of life become so heavy we just cannot bear them. At other times, 
matters of such importance grip our hearts to the extent that words are impossible. Emotions become too much 
for words. We become lost in the presence of God. Every genuine believer knows what it is to be speechless 
before God and left groaning in the Spirit. Every believer has experienced... 

  
•  God's unspeakable gift 

  
"Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift" (2 Cor. 9:15). 

  
•  joy unspeakable 

  
"Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 

rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory" (1 Peter 1:8). 
  

•  words which are unspeakable 
  

"How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not 
lawful for a man to utter" (2 Cor. 12:4). 



  
The point to note is that the Holy Spirit takes these great moments of prayer and helps us in our "groanings" 

before the Lord. We are not able to utter words; therefore, the Spirit intercedes for us with groanings that 
cannot be uttered. 

  
"Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 

perseverance and supplication for all saints" (Ephes. 6:18). 
  

APPLICATION: 
The believer's great need is to come before God—and to come often—in such intense prayer. 

  
"Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face continually" (1 Chron. 16:11). 
"Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you" 

(Matthew 7:7). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
There is a great gospel song that says, "No one ever cared for me like Jesus." But here Scripture is saying, "No 

one ever prayed for me like the Holy Spirit." How many times have you cried out to God but were at a loss for 
words? God plainly says there is hope even in those times: the Holy Spirit not only knows what needs to be said, 
He says it for you. Here is one man's story on bridging the language gap. 

  
One day Sue's television quit working properly. She called the repair shop to find out what to do. In 

trying to explain the problem, Sue was unable to clearly communicate the facts. All she knew was that her 
television was not working properly and needed fixing. 

When the repairman arrived, he took off the back of the television and said, "Maam, what you've got 
here is...[and rattled off a string of strange terms] I'm going to call the store to see if we have these parts in 
stock." And so the repairman called and talked with the parts manager. Sue overheard him say, "Do we 
have any 'blaah, blaah, blaah' in stock? Great! I'll pick up the parts and fix it this afternoon." 

In no time at all, Sue's television was as good as new. She had no idea what parts her television needed. 
It all sounded too technical for her. But she was glad that the repairman and the parts manager knew what 
they were talking about. Sue's need was taken care of because these two men knew the problem and what it 
would take to fix it. This is exactly what the Holy Spirit does for believers. When we do not know how to 
pray, He not only knows the problem, He has the unique ability to tell our Heavenly Father in a language 
that only He understands. 

  
The next time words fail you in prayer, remember that the Holy Spirit is right there with you—interceding in 

prayer for you. 
  
4.  It is God who delivers and saves a man. Note the three things said in this verse. 

a. God searches the hearts of us all. There is no exception. He knows exactly what is within our hearts. He 
can read and understand what our groanings and needs are. Not a need will be missed. 

  
"And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect 

heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the 
imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he 
will cast thee off for ever" (1 Chron. 28:9). 

  
b. God knows the mind of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit prays for us according to the will of God; 

therefore, God knows exactly what the Spirit is requesting for us. There is perfect agreement between the Holy 
Spirit and God the Father.  

  
"Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not 

speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to 
come" (John 16:13). 

  



c. God will answer our prayer and meet our need. He will deliver and save us, causing the very best thing to 
happen. 

  
"Whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you" (John 15:16). 
"And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 

called according to his purpose" (Romans 8:28). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What is your only true hope of being delivered from corruption? In what ways does man try to deliver 

himself? 
2.  The world hopes in a lot of things, things such as... 

•  man's wisdom 
•  man's wealth 
•  man's political power 
•  man's religious traditions 

When are you most tempted to place your hope in one of these things instead of in the Lord? How can you 
cultivate your hope in the Lord? 

3.  The Holy Spirit knows best how to pray for you. Can you think of a time when you sensed the Holy 
Spirit was praying for you? How are His prayers beneficial to you? 

  
A CLOSER LOOK # 1 
(8:24-25) Hope: assured expectation, confident knowledge, inward possession, spiritual surety. Note the statements of 

definition again, for they are packed full of meaning. The believer's hope cannot be defined as the world defines hope. The 
believer's hope is entirely different from the world's hope or desire or wish. The world desires and wishes for what it can 
see, and they may or may not be able to get what they long for. 

The believer's hope is entirely different in that it deals with spiritual things, and the believer will unquestionably get 
what he hopes for. The believer's hope is based on the inward experience and witness of God's Spirit. The believer knows 
that God's Spirit lives within him, and he actually experiences the things of the Spirit now. Granted, his experience is only 
a taste; the things of the Spirit are not yet perfected in his life, but they do exist, and they are present in his body. Man 
already possesses the things of God while in the flesh. His hope of salvation is a present experience—he is saved now—he 
already has a taste of salvation. Therefore, his hope is a sure hope. To the genuine believer, hope is the absolute assurance 
of things promised but not yet seen. 

He has absolute assurance because he already experiences the things of God. They are already an inward possession, a 
spiritual surety, an assured expectation, a confident knowledge. Note four facts about hope. 

1.  God has chosen for us to be saved by hope and not by sight. If we were saved by sight, we would not hope in God. 
If we could actually see and experience perfect redemption and salvation now, then there would be nothing more for 
which to hope. The result would be catastrophic: we would not be drawing close to God, believing and trusting Him, nor 
looking to Him to provide a perfect salvation for us. There would be no liberty and freedom between God and man, no 
love and trust established. There just would be no relationship and no fellowship between God and man, not based on a 
free moral love, trust, and belief. 

2.  God is after one thing: our being patient in hope, that is, our persevering in hope. Why? The more we hope for 
salvation and redemption, the closer we draw to God. And, above all else, God wants us to draw near Him: 
fellowshipping, believing, trusting, loving, and hoping in Him. 

3.  The path of hope is the only way God could choose for salvation. For only as a man hopes in God will he draw near 
to God. The more he hopes, the more he will trust, believe, love, and depend upon God. And this is exactly what God is 
after; it is His plan and purpose for man and his world.  

4.  The believer's hope is expressed in several glorious ways. Note that God Himself is called "the God of hope" 
(Romans 15:13). 

a. The hope of "the resurrection of the dead" (Acts 23:6). 
b. The hope of the promise (Acts 26:6-7). 
c. The hope of Israel (Acts 28:20). 
d. The hope that is the object of faith (Romans 4:18; cp. Acts 26:6-7). 
e. The hope of the glory of God (Romans 5:2; Col. 1:27; Titus 2:13). 
f. The hope that saves us (Romans 8:24). 
g. The hope that causes believers to endure afflictions (Romans 8:25; 1 Thes. 1:3). 
h. The hope of believers that comes through the Scripture (Romans 15:4). 



i. The hope which is a gift of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13). 
j. The hope that is one of the three essential traits of the believer (1 Cor. 13:13). 
k. The hope in Christ (1 Cor. 15:10; 1 Tim. 1:1). 
l. The hope of righteousness (Galatians 5:5). 
m. The hope of God's calling (Ephes. 1:18; Ephes. 4:4). 
n. The hope which the lost do not have (Ephes. 2:12). 
o. The hope of the gospel (Col. 1:23). 
p. The hope of salvation (1 Thes. 5:8). 
q. The "good hope" which God gives (2 Thes. 2:16). 
r. The hope of eternal life (Titus 1:2; Titus 3:7; cp. Acts 2:26). 
s. The "blessed hope" of the Lord's return (Titus 2:13). 
t. The hope that stirs diligence and gives full assurance (Hebrews 6:11). 
u. The hope set before believers (Hebrews 6:18). 
v. The hope which anchors the believer's soul (Hebrews 6:19). 
w. The hope that stirs belief (Hebrews 11:1). 
x. The "living hope" of the believer (1 Peter 1:3). 
y. The hope that stirs believers to purify themselves (1 John 3:3). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Think of a practical example of the world's concept of hope compared to God's hope. Why would man 
choose what the world offers? 

2.  When are you most filled with God's hope? When is hope lacking in your life? 
3.  How patient are you in hope? When are you most likely to lose your patience in God's plan? 
4.  Why is hope such a tremendous witnessing tool when sharing with the lost? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
Every person suffers. Eventually, we all suffer some pain or loss. Suffering is just as much a part of life as is breathing 

and eating. The bad news is that suffering is not a pleasant experience. Suffering hurts. But the good news is that you do 
not have to go through it alone. God has graciously offered the power of the Holy Spirit to help you make it through each 
day, every day. Remember, the next time you want to give up and quit: 

  
1.  In this life you will suffer and struggle, but the future glory will be worth the agony. 
2.  The creation suffers and struggles for deliverance from corruption. 
3.  The believer suffers and struggles for deliverance from corruption. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  

Study 3: GOD ASSURES DELIVERANCE (FREEDOM) THROUGH STRUGGLING AND 
SUFFERING 

Text: Romans 8:28-39 
Aim: To be assured of one great truth: God works all things out for good; He does it for those who truly 

love Him 
Memory Verse: 
"And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 

called according to his purpose" (Romans 8:28). 
  



INTRODUCTION: 
You might remember the tender words from this chorus: 

God is so good 
God is so good 
God is so good 
He's so good to me 

  
Do you believe in your mind that God is good? Do you believe in your heart, in the deepest recesses of your emotions, 

that God is good to YOU? There are many believers who feel that God is good... 
•  to those who do good works 
•  to those of a certain race or nation 
•  to those who are from a certain economic class 
•  to those who are from a certain church or denomination 
•  to those who go to church all the time 
•  to those who know how to pray with big words 
•  to anyone but themselves 

  
But what does the Bible have to say about God's goodness? Why is God good to people? It is not because people are 

good. It is not because people belong to a certain race or nation. It is not because a man is rich or poor. It is not because 
someone gets an award for perfect church attendance. It is not because someone speaks with great eloquence when he 
prays. And God is not good to everyone but you. The Bible teaches that God is good to those who are His own children, to 
those who belong to Him. 

What a tremendous blessing for the believer. We can know with absolute assurance that no matter what happens, God 
will work things out for good and will bring good into our lives. It is crucial that the believer have this knowledge and 
understanding down deep in his heart, for it will sustain him during the difficult days of life: God is good. God is so good 
to me. 

  
The glorious message of Romans is that God assures deliverance (freedom) from struggling and suffering—through 

Christ. This is the whole point of all that has been written before. Man desperately struggles against the pressures and 
forces both within himself and alien to himself. He struggles against the weight and discouragement of trials; against the 
pollution and corruption of life; against the relentless accusations and bombardments of conscience and law; against the 
pain and decay of his body; against the striking fear and hopelessness of an eternal judgment hereafter. He struggles 
against the unknown and against pain, hurt, sorrow, loneliness, alienation, aging, death, and hell (cp. Galatians 5:17). And 
somehow, through his suffering and struggle throughout life, he feels that his suffering and struggling are due to a wrong 
relationship with God. 

Therefore, man views his many problems as really being one supreme problem: how to get right with God. He feels 
sure if he can establish the right relationship with God, God will hereafter help him through his trials and take care of his 
future. 

This is the very message of Romans. Man needs to get right with God, for he is under the condemnation and wrath of 
God (Romans 1:18-3:20). Man needs a right relationship with God; he needs to be justified, that is, declared righteous by 
God (Romans 3:21-5:21). Man needs to be freed from the struggle of sin, for sin corrupts and leads to death (Romans 6:1-
23). Man needs to be freed from the bondage of law (spiritual legalism); for the law enslaves, accuses, condemns, and 
strikes hopelessness within the heart (Romans 7:1-25). 

  
"O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" (Romans 7:24). 
"I thank God [that] Jesus Christ our Lord" shall free me from struggling and suffering (Romans 7:25a; 

cp. Romans 8:1-39). 
  
All of the discussion in Romans 8 up to this point now moves to a climax. Those who love God and are called by Him 

will definitely be freed from the bondages and corruptions of this life; they will be ushered into glory. God assures this. 
Nothing, absolutely nothing, shall prevent God's settled plan and purpose from coming about in the life of the believer. 
God's settled plan and purpose for the universe shall be consummated. He has determined two supreme things (Romans 
8:29): 

⇒ Believers shall be conformed to the image of His dear Son (Romans 8:29). 
⇒ His Son shall have many brothers, among whom He is to be honored as the first (the most preeminent) 

Person (Romans 8:29). 



  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Assurance 1: God works things out for those who love Him (v.28). 
2.  Assurance 2: God has determined to fulfill His purpose for the believer (v.29). 
3.  Assurance 3: God has assured the glorification of the believer—once-for-all (v.30). 
4.  Assurance 4: God has acted for the believer, not against him (v.31-33). 
5.  Assurance 5: Christ does not condemn the believer (v.34). 
6.  Assurance 6: Christ delivers the believer through the severest circumstances (v.35-37). 
7.  Assurance 7: Christ delivers the believer through the most extreme experiences and forces (v.38-39). 

  
1.  ASSURANCE 1: GOD WORKS THINGS OUT FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM (v. 28). 

  
This is the first assurance of deliverance. What a comforting declaration! Scripture actually declares that "all things 

work together for good" for the believer. Think about it: nothing could assure the believer any more than God's working 
all things out for his good. Note four things. 

1.  The words "all things" go well beyond the great events of the world. God does control the events of the world, but 
He controls much more. He rules over "all things"—all the events and happenings that occur in the life of the believer. He 
works "all things" out for good in behalf of His dear child. 

2.  The words "work together" mean to create and eliminate, place and replace, connect and group, interrelate and 
intermingle, shape and forge, press and stretch, move and operate, control and guide, arrange and influence. The words 
"work together" are also present action which means that all things are continually working together for good. God is in 
control of the believer's life. Daily, moment by moment, God is arranging and rearranging all things for the believer's 
good. 

3.  The word "good" here means for the ultimate good. We cannot see the future; we cannot take a single event and see 
all the lines and ramifications that run from it. We cannot see all the things that result from one single event, much less see 
the results of every event. But God does; therefore, God takes all the events of our lives and works them out for our 
ultimate good. 

4.  There is, however, a limitation on this glorious promise, a limitation that desperately needs to be noted. God works 
all things out for good only for those who love God and are called according to His purpose. 

a. This fact is graphically seen in the Greek. The clause "to those who love God" is placed first in the 
sentence: "But we know that for those who love God all things work together for good." Scripture makes sure 
the point is not missed. God only looks after the affairs of the person who loves Him. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Think about it for a moment, for it is the only reasonable conclusion. If a man does not love God—does not 

place his life into the hands of God—how can God take care of Him? If the man turns his back and walks away 
from God, how can God look after him? God is not going to force His care upon any of us. He is not going to 
make mechanical robots out of us, forcing us to live at His beck and call. Such is not love; it is only mechanical 
behavior. What God wants is love that flows from a heart that chooses to love Him. The choice is ours: we either 
turn our lives over to Him in love, or we continue to take our lives into our own hands. 

  
b. Note the words, "called according to his purpose." The believer's deliverance is designed and planned by 

God. God calls him for the glorious purpose of being saved from the struggles and sufferings of this life. 
⇒ Note a significant fact. The believer's position and behavior are both involved in the call of God. 
⇒ Positionally, God chooses the believer by setting him apart through the Holy Spirit and through 

belief of the truth. 
  

"God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit 
and belief of the truth: whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory 
of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thes. 2:13-14). 

  
⇒ Behaviorally, God calls the believer to a life of purity and holiness. 

  
"For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness" (1 Thes. 4:7). 

  



The point is this: God delivers the person who is positioned in Christ and who lives a pure and holy life. The 
person who truly loves God and is living a godly life is the person who experiences all things being worked out 
for his good. It is the godly person who loves God who will be delivered from the struggling and suffering of 
this corrupt world. 

  
"There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who 

will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a 
way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it" (1 Cor. 10:13). 

"Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all" (Psalm 
34:19). 

  
APPLICATION: 
Contrast the carnal attitude of Jacob and the spiritual attitude of Paul. 

⇒ Jacob said, "All these things are against me" (Genesis 42:36). 
⇒ Paul said, "All things work together for good to them that love God" (Romans 8:28). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
How is it that God can take the bad things that happen to us and somehow, some way, bring good about? No 

man can do this, but God can and does because He has the whole picture in mind. 
  

Drew was a young child who loved to put puzzles together. One day Drew's father bought a puzzle in a 
box marked "Map of the United States"—that was all, just the words with no picture. At home, Drew 
opened the box and excitedly poured out the brightly colored, multi-shaped pieces. But he was stumped. He 
had no idea where to begin. In his mind, all he saw were a lot of pieces that made absolutely no sense. 
After several frustrating minutes, Drew said, "Dad, would you help me put this together? There must be 
something missing." His father got on the floor with him and within a few minutes the puzzle began to take 
shape. "Dad, how did you do this so quickly? How did you know which pieces went where?" 

"Son, you only saw the blank box and all the pieces. I've been fortunate enough to see the whole picture. 
I knew what our country looked like even before we started this puzzle." 

  
God, too, sees the whole picture. God is the only One who knows what our lives will look like even before we 

realize that life is a puzzle. It is not our responsibility to figure life out or even to put the pieces together. But we 
can be assured that God is able to put our lives together in a most wonderful way. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Do you really trust God to put all the pieces of your life together and work them out for good? How can 
you show your trust? 

2.  Think for a moment. What bad things in your life has God taken and used to bring about good? How has 
this been a testimony to those who are close to you? 

3.  What kind of person has God promised to deliver from the struggling and suffering of this world? How 
can you be sure you are this kind of person? 

  
2.  ASSURANCE 2: GOD HAS DETERMINED TO FULFILL HIS PURPOSE FOR THE BELIEVER (v. 

29). 
  
Note three significant points. 
1.  This passage is often abused and misused. It is not dealing so much with theology or philosophy but more with the 

spiritual experience of the Christian believer. If the pure logic of philosophy and theology are applied, then the passage 
says that God chooses some for heaven and others for a terrible hell. But this is simply not the meaning God intends for 
the passage. What God wants believers to do is to take heart, for He has assured their salvation. 

God knows the suffering that believers go through daily (cp. Romans 8:28-39). God "did foreknow" even before the 
foundation of the world (Romans 8:29). But no matter how great the suffering, no matter how great the opposition, no 
matter how great the struggle, God is going to complete His purpose for believers. God has "predestinated [believers] to 
be conformed to the image of His Son," and absolutely nothing can change that. Why? "That Christ might be the firstborn 
[have the preeminence] among many brethren" (Romans 8:29). 



God loves His Son in the most supreme way possible. God has ordained that His Son shall have many brothers 
(adopted brothers) who will love and serve Him as the first-born, that is, as the first Person or the most preeminent Person 
of the universe. God has ordained that Jesus Christ shall hold the highest rank and position: that He be the exalted Head of 
all creation and the One to whom all men look (cp. Col. 1:15, 18). Therefore, God is going to allow nothing to 
permanently defeat believers. God is going to allow no fallen child of His ever to remain down permanently. God is going 
to fulfill His purpose in every child of His, and nothing can stop His purpose. Jesus Christ, His Son, will have a multitude 
of brothers and sisters who worship and serve Him throughout eternity.  

2.  Believers will be conformed to the image of God's dear Son. The words "conformed to the image" mean both an 
inward and an outward likeness. 

a. "Conformed" means the very same form or likeness as Christ. Within our nature—our being, our 
person—we shall be made just like Christ. As He is perfect and eternal—without disease and pain, sin and 
death—so we shall be perfected just like Him. We shall be transformed into His very likeness.  

b. "Image" means a derived or a given likeness. The image of Christ is not something which believers merit 
or for which they work; it is not an image that comes from their own nature or character. No man can earn or 
produce the perfection and eternal life possessed by Christ. The image of Christ, His perfection and life, is a 
gift of God. To be conformed to the image of God's Son means... 

•  to become a partaker of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4) 
•  to be adopted as a son of God (Ephes. 1:5) 
•  to be holy and without blame before Him (Ephes. 1:4; Ephes. 4:24) 
•  to bear the image of the heavenly: which is an incorruptible, immortal body (1 Cor. 15:49-54; cp. 

1 Cor. 15:42-44) 
•  to have one's body fashioned (conformed) just like His glorious body (Phil. 3:21) 
•  to be changed (transformed) into the same image of the Lord (2 Cor. 3:18) 
•  to be recreated just like Him (1 John 3:2-3) 

  
3.  Note what it is that assures the believer's deliverance from the suffering and struggling of this world. It is two 

things. 
a. The foreknowledge of God. The word "foreknow" is used three different ways in Scripture. It means... 

•  to know something beforehand, ahead of time 
•  to know something intimately by loving, accepting, and approving it 
•  to elect, foreordain, and predetermine something 

  
The present passage is interpreted differently by different scholars. Note that the second and third meanings 

are much the same. When a person is loved and approved, selection or election is involved. The person 
becomes a very special or select person. 

Again, the point to see is not the pure logic of the theological or philosophical argument. This is not God's 
purpose in this passage. God's purpose is to assure the believer: the believer is going to be conformed to the 
image of Christ, and nothing can stop the glorious process. God foreknew the fact, saw it even before the world 
was ever founded. He has always loved and approved the believer, electing and ordaining him from the very 
beginning. 

  
"Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world" (Acts 15:18). 

  
b. The predestination of God. The word predestination means to destine or appoint before, to foreordain, to 

predetermine. The basic Greek word means to mark off or to set off the boundaries of something. The idea is a 
glorious picture of what God is doing for the believer. The boundary is marked and set off for the believer: the 
boundary of being conformed to the image of God's dear Son. The believer shall be made just like Christ, 
conformed to His very likeness and image. Nothing can stop God's purpose for the believer. It is predestinated, 
set, and marked off. The believer may struggle and suffer through the sin and shame of this world; he may even 
stumble and fall, become discouraged and downhearted. But if he is a genuine child of God, he will not be 
defeated, not totally. He will soon arise from his fall and begin to follow Christ again. He is predestinated to be 
a brother of Christ, to worship and serve Christ throughout all eternity. And Christ will not be disappointed. 
God loves His Son too much to allow Him to be disappointed by losing a single brother. Jesus Christ will have 
His joy fulfilled; He will see every brother of His face to face, conformed perfectly to His image. He will have 
the worship and service of every brother chosen to be His by God the Father. The believer's eternal destiny, that 



of being an adopted brother to the Lord Jesus Christ, is determined. The believer can rest assured of this 
glorious truth. God has predestinated him to be delivered from the suffering and struggling of this sinful world. 

  
"According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 

holy and without blame before him in love: having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by 
Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will" (Ephes. 1:4-5). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Where do you think you are right now in the process of being conformed to the likeness of Christ? 
•  I'm well on the way with the finish line in sight. 
•  I'm breathing heavy but feel good about my pace. 
•  I feel like I'm running in circles. 
•  I'm sorry. Did you mention a race? 

Are you satisfied with your progress? Could you be doing better? 
2.  To what purpose has God called you? How faithful have you been to that purpose? Could you be more 

faithful? 
3.  How would you explain the term "predestination" to a new believer or an unbeliever? Why is this such 

an important doctrine for every believer to understand? 
  

3.  ASSURANCE 3: GOD HAS ASSURED THE GLORIFICATION OF THE BELIEVER—ONCE-FOR-
ALL (v. 30). 

  
This is the third assurance of deliverance. It must be remembered throughout this passage that Scripture is talking 

about the genuine believer. A genuine believer is a person who sincerely believes in Jesus Christ and diligently seeks to 
please Him by living soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world (Titus 2:11-13). It is the genuine believer whose 
glorification is predestinated, set and assured forever and ever by God. The true believer can rest in this glorious truth, for 
God has done three wonderful things for him. God has called, justified, and glorified him. Note that all three steps are in 
the past tense; all three steps are something already accomplished. The believer's glorification has already taken place in 
the plan and mind of God. God already sees believers glorified; He already sees believers in His presence. It is assured 
and predestinated—already written down in the annals of heaven, never to be erased. 

Again, does this mean that some are destined to hell and some to heaven? No, a thousand times, no! This is not the 
purpose of this Scripture. God's purpose is to give enormous assurance to the true believer: he shall be delivered from the 
struggling and suffering of this sinful world. He is going to be freed—if he is a true believer—freed from all the sin and 
shame, failure and shortcoming, pain and death. He is going to be glorified right along with God's dear Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

1.  God has called the true believer. Some time ago the Spirit called and stirred the heart of the true believer to come to 
Christ. The believer responded to the call. Scripture definitely teaches that the believer had a choice. He could have 
chosen to respond or not to respond. (Cp. Rev. 22:17.) Thank God he responded and came to Christ. Therefore, the call 
was effective; the call worked. The believer did respond to Christ. 

  
"Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matthew 11:28). 

  
2.  God has justified the believer. Again, note the past tense. Justification has already taken place for the true believer. 

It is just as if he had never sinned. 
  

APPLICATION: 
The point is clear. If the believer has been truly called, if he has been truly saved, then his deliverance from 

struggling and suffering is assured. His deliverance is a past fact, and it is set eternally by God. No matter how 
deeply the believer senses his shortcoming and failure, his struggle with the sin and suffering of this world, he is a 
child of God. Every time he comes short or stumbles and falls, he needs to get up and begin all over again. He 
must not become discouraged and defeated, self-accusing and incriminating, feeling unworthy and undeserving, 
unwanted and rejected. Such a state of mind is one of the most useful strategies of the devil—a strategy which he 
uses to defeat believers by the multitudes. God has called the believer, so he must arise and begin to diligently 
follow Christ once again. Every believer who is walking about defeated—no matter how great his fall—should 
arise right now and turn back to Christ. This is our call, our duty. 

  



"And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. 6:11). 

  
Paul the apostle, who was a converted murderer, is a dynamic example of this victorious attitude, the very attitude 

needed so desperately by all believers. 
  

"Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3:13-14; cp. Job 17:9; Psalm 84:7; Proverbs 4:18; Hebrews 
12:4). 

  
3.  God has glorified the believer. This, too, is past tense: the glorification of the believer is an accomplished fact, a 

fact that has already taken place in God's mind and plan. God already sees and counts the believer as glorified in His 
presence for eternity. 

  
"For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 

which shall be revealed in us" (Romans 8:18). 
"For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 

weight of glory" (2 Cor. 4:17). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Do you believe every believer is called by God? If so, what role do you or did you play in responding to 

God's call of salvation? 
2.  As a believer, your justification has already taken place. Does this mean you can now do whatever you 

want to do with no consequences? Why or why not? 
  

4.  ASSURANCE 4: GOD HAS ACTED FOR THE BELIEVER NOT AGAINST HIM (v. 31-33). 
  
This is the fourth assurance of deliverance. This is the greatest truth in all the world. God did not have to act for man, 

but He did. God loves every man, no matter his condition or sin and shame. Therefore, believers can rest assured that 
nothing, absolutely nothing, shall ever separate them from the plan and purpose of God. God's love is absolute. It is 
perfect. And God shall have His perfect love expressed by completing His perfect plan and purpose for each life. The 
believer can have absolute assurance that God will work all things out for his good, even things that fail and are painful to 
the heart. God shall deliver the believer from the struggling and suffering of this world. The true believer shall be 
conformed to the image of Christ and glorified with Him (Romans 8:29-30). 

The point is this: God Himself is the believer's assurance. God Himself has acted for the believer; He has done 
everything necessary and then more: "If God be for us, who can be against us?" 

1.  God is our Savior. It was God who "spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all" (Romans 8:32). The 
words "spared not" mean that God did not hold back or refrain from giving up His Son; He did not refuse or even hesitate 
to give up His Son. The picture is that of God's weighing man's eternal separation from Him against the sacrifice of His 
Son. He had a choice to make, and He made it; He deliberately chose to sacrifice His Son for us. God knew exactly what 
He was doing. He wanted man delivered from this struggling and suffering world, and there was only one way for man to 
be saved: 

⇒ Someone had to bear man's penalty for transgression and sin; the penalty was the judgment of death. 
  
Therefore, God handed His own Son over to die for us—in our behalf, in our stead, in our place, as our substitute. God 

spared not His own Son; He delivered Christ Jesus up for us all. What a glorious, marvelous, wonderful love! And just 
how wonderful His love is can be clearly seen in this: it was while we were sinners, acting and rebelling against God, that 
He gave His Son to die for us. 

  
"But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" 

(Romans 5:8). 
"For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly" (Romans 5:6). 

  
2.  God is our Provider. Since God has done such a great and glorious thing, "how shall He not also give us all 

things?" Giving His own Son for us was the greatest gift in all the world; therefore, He is bound to give us everything 



else. Nothing could ever cost God anything close to the price He has paid in giving up His Son; therefore, God shall give 
us everything else. Note three points. 

a. God's provision includes spiritual, eternal, and material gifts. 
⇒ The spiritual provision is the fruit of the Spirit. 

  
"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 

meekness, temperance: against such there is no law" (Galatians 5:22-23). 
  

⇒ The eternal provision is deliverance from the struggling and suffering of this sinful world. It is 
the gift of eternal life, of living gloriously conformed to the image of His dear Son, Jesus Christ. 

  
"That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 

toward us through Christ Jesus" (Ephes. 2:7). 
  

⇒ The material gifts are the necessities of life. 
  

"Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed?...But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you" (Matthew 6:31, 33). 

  
b. The provision is freely given. God's gift of His Son was freely given; therefore, all that God provides for 

man is freely given. No man can merit or earn God's provision. God provides and meets the need of the believer 
because He loves the believer.  

  
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of 

works, lest any man should boast" (Ephes. 2:8-9). 
  

c. The provision of God comes through Christ and through Him alone. Note the words "with Him." It is with 
Christ that God gives us all things. If we are with Christ, then all things are given to us. We shall be delivered 
from struggling and suffering. Believers can rest assured of this. No matter how much we struggle and suffer 
through the sin and shame of this world, God will see us through it all. He is going to conform us to the 
glorious image of His Son. 

  
"Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to 

thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living 
water" (John 4:10). 

  
3.  God is our Justifier. This is the most glorious truth: God does not charge us with sin. In fact, He does not lay 

anything to our charge; He justifies. Remember: it is just as if we had never sinned. 
Note the question: Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is God; only God can charge us with sin and 

shame. But note: if we have truly trusted Jesus Christ as our Savior, if we are God's elect, He does not charge us with sin. 
He justifies us. He forgives our sin and counts us righteous in Christ Jesus. If we are God's children, no one can charge us 
with anything; no one can doom us to be... 

•  a failure 
•  a detriment 
•  a shame 
•  an 

embarrassment 
•  hopeless 
•  helpless 

•  defeated 
•  lost 
•  unusable 
•  unworthy 
•  of no value

  
Man is not our judge; therefore, man cannot judge these things to be true of us—only God can. God is our Judge, and 

this is the glorious truth: God does not judge His elect. He does not lay sin and shame against His children; He justifies 
His children. No matter how much we have struggled and suffered through the sin and shame of this world, God delivers 
us. No matter how far we have fallen, no matter how discouraged we have become, if we are truly God's children, He 
picks us up and justifies us in Christ Jesus, continuing to conform us to the image of His dear Son. God does not leave us 



down and defeated, nor does He go around charging us with sin and shame. God justifies us and continues His work of 
forgiveness and grace in our lives. 

  
"Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? be not deceived: neither 

fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And 
such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. 6:9-11). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Could God have given any better proof of His love for you than to sacrifice His own Son? Put yourself 
in a position of having to make a great sacrifice. Could you give up the one being you love more than anything 
or anyone in the world? Does this make you better appreciate God's sacrifice? 

2.  God is our Provider. Why, then, do so many men refuse to acknowledge and accept His provision of 
spiritual, eternal, and material gifts? How can you be sure you are receiving all that God has to offer? 

3.  Why is it better for God, rather than your fellow man, to be your judge ? 
  

5.  ASSURANCE 5: CHRIST DOES NOT CONDEMN THE BELIEVER (v. 34). 
  
This is the fifth assurance of deliverance. Note how direct and forceful the question is: "Who is he that condemneth?" 

It is Christ; only Christ can condemn us for our sin and shame. But the glorious news is that Christ does not condemn us. 
On the contrary, the very opposite is true. Christ does four wonderful things for us. 

1.  Christ has died for us. Christ is our glorious Savior. We deserve to be condemned by God and put to death for sin. 
Our sins are a shame, for sin is rebellion against God. But we do not have to face condemnation. Christ has already paid 
the penalty for sin. Christ has already been condemned and executed for our transgression against God. This is the 
glorious love of Christ. He has already died for us: in our place, in our stead, as our substitute. Therefore when we 
sincerely come to Christ, He does not condemn us; He loves us and forgives our sin and shame. This is the very purpose 
of His death—to free us from sin, from its penalty and condemnation. 

  
"Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 

righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed" (1 Peter 2:24). 
  
2.  Christ has risen from the dead for us. Christ is our risen Lord. His resurrection does two marvelous things for the 

believer. 
a. The resurrection of the Lord proves that God was perfectly satisfied with the death of Jesus Christ. What 

Christ did—His dying for our sins—was acceptable to God; therefore, God has accepted Jesus' death for us. 
  

"And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead" (Romans 1:4). 

  
b. The resurrection of the Lord gives the believer a new life, making the believer a new creature and a new 

man. 
  

"Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life" (Romans 6:4). 

  
3.  Christ has been exalted for us. He is our exalted Lord. He sits face to face with God at His right hand. This gives 

two assurances to the believer. 
a. The believer shall also be exalted into the presence of God. Just as Christ lives face to face with God, the 

believer shall also live face to face with God throughout all eternity. 
  

"Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: knowing that Christ 
being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. For in that he 
died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God" (Romans 6:8-10). 

  



b. The Lord Jesus Christ is exalted as the Sovereign and majestic Lord of the universe. He is the Ruler who 
reigns and rules over all, who possesses all might and power, who is full of all wisdom and truth. He is the One 
who is going to destroy and utterly eliminate sin and evil in the world. He is the One who is going to establish a 
kingdom of righteousness and justice, love and truth in the new heavens and earth.  

  
"Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right 

hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come" (Ephes. 1:20-21). 

  
Note: it is Jesus Christ (and not another) who rules and reigns over the universe. This stirs enormous 

assurance in the hearts of genuine believers. Why? Because Jesus Christ has demonstrated His glorious love 
and care for the world. He not only can, but He will look after us and work all things out for good until He 
returns (Romans 8:28). The control of evil in the world and our lives is under His care. He is working all things 
out for good to those of us who truly love Him and are called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28). 

  
"But even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more value 

than many sparrows" (Luke 12:7). 
  
4.  Christ makes intercession for us before the throne of God. He is our great Intercessor, our Mediator and Advocate 

who stands between God and man. It is Christ Jesus who brings us to God and who makes redemption, the forgiveness of 
our sins, possible (Ephes. 1:7).  

⇒ It is His advocacy, the advocacy of His death and resurrection for us, that forgives our sins. 
  

"My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins: and not 
for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world" (1 John 2:1-2). 

  
⇒ It is His intercession, the intercession of His death and resurrection for us, that saves us. 

  
"Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification" (Romans 4:25). 

  
⇒ It is His presence in heaven and His plea, the plea of His death and resurrection for us, that opens the 

door of heaven to us. 
  

"For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the 
true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us" (Hebrews 9:24). 

  
The point is this. The believer has the greatest assurance imaginable: he shall be delivered from the struggling and 

suffering of this world. No matter the sin and shame of his life, if he truly comes to Christ, he is not condemned. He is not 
judged for sin, no matter how terrible or how far he has fallen. If he will only come to Christ, Christ will deliver him. 
Christ will not leave him down and discouraged and defeated. Christ will not even scold or reproach him. Christ will 
receive His dear child with open arms. 

  
"In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 

grace" (Ephes. 1:7). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Have you ever willingly taken the blame for something you did not do? Why did you do it? This is what 

Christ did for you. How can you thank Him for His great sacrifice? 
2.  Jesus Christ makes intercession for you before the throne of God. What does this mean? What kind of 

assurance should this give you when you are suffering? Do you think Christ can ever pray a prayer for you that 
your Heavenly Father will not answer? Why or why not? 

  
6.  ASSURANCE 6: CHRIST DELIVERS THE BELIEVER THROUGH THE SEVEREST 

CIRCUMSTANCES (v. 35-37). 
  



This is the sixth assurance of deliverance, and it is the most wonderful assurance imaginable. "Who [or what] can 
separate us from the love of God?" Too many people, even believers, feel that God does not love them, that He just could 
not love them. They feel unworthy of His love, for they come too short, are too disobedient, and fail too often. How could 
God possibly love them when they go against His will so much? The results of such feelings are... 

•  a sense of unworthiness 
•  a downing of oneself 
•  a sense of discouragement 
•  an accusing of oneself 
•  a low self-esteem 
•  a defeated life 

  
Note a crucial point: such feelings totally contradict Scripture. Look at the verse: "Who [or what] can separate us from 

the love of Christ?" There is no circumstance, no situation, no event that can cause Christ to turn away from us. No matter 
how terrible or severe the situation, it cannot separate the true believer from the love of Christ. Christ loves the believer 
regardless of the circumstance, and He longs to be reconciled to the believer. No more severe circumstance can be 
imagined than the ones given: 

⇒ Tribulation: to undergo struggles, trials, temptation, suffering, or affliction. 
⇒ Distress: to suffer anguish, trouble, strain, agony; not knowing which way to turn or what to do. 
⇒ Persecution: to be abused, mocked, ridiculed, shamed, mistreated, ignored, neglected, harassed, 

attacked, or injured. 
⇒ Famine: to have no food, to be starving and to have no way to secure food. 
⇒ Nakedness: to be stripped of all clothes and earthly comforts; to be bare, having all earthly possessions 

taken away. 
⇒ Peril: to be exposed to the most severe risks; to be confronted with the most terrible dangers to one's 

body, mind, soul, property, family, and loved ones. 
⇒ Sword: to be killed; to suffer martyrdom. 

  
Just imagine a person's experiencing all this. What would his thoughts be? Would he feel that he had been forsaken by 

God? In the midst of so much dark trouble, would he believe that God loved him? 
Scripture declares loudly and clearly that God does love him. There is absolutely nothing—no matter how dark and 

depressing, no matter how severe—that can separate the believer from the love of Christ. Circumstances are not evidence 
that God does not love us. God loves us no matter what the circumstances may be. 

But believers must always remember: they are going to suffer while they are in this world. In fact, the world is going to 
count them as sheep for the slaughter, rejecting and persecuting them (Psalm 44:22). The world is going to persecute 
believers as long as believers continue to live for Christ. Their lives of godliness convict the world, and the world rejects 
godliness. 

However, note what is said. No matter the circumstances, we are more than conquerors through Christ who has loved 
us (Romans 8:37). No matter the circumstances and their severity, Christ will carry us through all, strengthening and 
encouraging us. We cannot lose, no matter the severity of the situation. Christ loves us and is going to look after and take 
care of us. The believer can rest assured; Christ protects him from the severest circumstances:  

⇒ Christ meets all the material necessities of life. 
  

"Therefore, take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed?...But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto you" (Matthew 6:31, 33). 

  
⇒ Christ gives us rest. 

  
"Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matthew 

11:28). 
  

⇒ Christ gives us peace. 
  

"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid" (John 14:27). 



  
⇒ Christ provides an escape from temptation. 

  
"There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who 

will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a 
way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it" (1 Cor. 10:13). 

  
⇒ Christ comforts us through all trials. 

  
"Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of 

all comfort; who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are 
in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God" (2 Cor. 1:3-4). 

  
⇒ Christ supplies all our needs. 

  
"I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me" (Phil. 4:13). 

  
⇒ Christ delivers us through persecution. 

  
"For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied 

and faint in your minds" (Hebrews 12:3). 
  

⇒ Christ delivers us into His very presence, giving us eternal life if we are martyred. 
  

"And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me [transport, take me] 
unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever" (2 Tim. 4:18). 

  
⇒ Christ cares for us no matter the situation. 

  
"Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you" (1 Peter 5:7). 

  
⇒ Christ enables us to overcome the world. 

  
"For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh 

the world, even our faith" (1 John 5:4). 
  

⇒ Christ shows Himself strong in our behalf. 
  

"For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show himself strong in 
the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him" (2 Chron. 16:9). 

  
⇒ Christ delivers us from fear. 

  
"Fear thou not; For I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; 

yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness" (Isaiah 41:10). 
  

⇒ Christ sustains and supports the aged believer. 
  

"And even to your old age I am he; and even to hoar [gray] hairs will I carry you: I have made, 
and I will bear; even I will carry, and will deliver you" (Isaiah 46:4). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  As a true believer, can you do anything or go through anything that would cause Christ to reject or turn 
away from you? 



2.  We often are tempted to equate our trials with being punished by God. This is just not true. God loves 
His people. When have you felt as if God were punishing you by allowing suffering into your life? What has 
Christ promised to do for you when the circumstances become overwhelming? 

3.  What is the most difficult thing you have ever had to endure? How did Christ work in your life to assure 
you of His faithfulness? 

  
7.  CHRIST DELIVERS THE BELIEVER THROUGH THE MOST EXTREME EXPERIENCES AND 

FORCES (v. 38-39). 
  
This is the seventh assurance of deliverance. There is nothing in the universe that can separate the believer from the 

love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. The believer can be fully persuaded of this glorious fact. Just consider the 
experiences and forces mentioned by Scripture: 

⇒ Not death: confronting death and leaving this world cannot separate us from Christ and His love (John 
5:24). 

⇒ Not life: no trial or pleasure or comfort of life, not any person nor any thing in this life can separate us 
from Christ and His love. 

⇒ Not angels, principalities, or powers: no heavenly or spiritual creature, no being from any other 
dimension can separate us from Christ and His love. 

⇒ Not anything present or anything to come: neither present events, beings, or things, nor future events, 
beings, or things can cut us off from Christ and His love. 

⇒ Not height or depth: nothing from outer space nor from the depths of the earth can separate us from 
Christ and His love. 

  
Note the grand finale: if there be any creature other than the ones named, that creature cannot separate us from "the 

love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
  

"The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he 
will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing" (Zeph. 3:17). 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16).  

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
It is important for every believer to remember that no matter what comes his way, God is in control of the 

situation; God is still going to take care of us. 
  

"The story has been told of a believer, Frederick Nolan, who was fleeing from his enemies during a time 
of persecution in North Africa. Pursued by them over hill and valley with no place to hide, he fell exhausted 
into a wayside cave, expecting his enemies to find him soon. 

"Awaiting his death, he saw a spider weaving a web. Within minutes, the little bug had woven a 
beautiful web across the mouth of the cave. The pursuers arrived and wondered if Nolan was hiding there, 
but on seeing the unbroken and unmangled piece of art, thought it impossible for him to have entered the 
cave without dismantling the web. And so they went on. Having escaped, Nolan burst out and exclaimed: 

"'Where God is, a spider's web is like a wall, 
"'Where God is not, a wall is like a spider's web.'"   

  
There is no need to wonder how God will take care of you; just be assured that He will. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  God has placed you firmly in His hand. But do you sometimes feel as if you are falling out of control? 
How can you overcome this fear? 

2.  A familiar saying is this: God will not allow anything to come into your life without first passing 
through His hand of love and care. What is the worst thing that could happen to you? What has God promised 
you, even in your worst circumstance? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  



God is good, and if you are His child, He is good to you. In a world full of suffering and agony, God has given you, the 
believer, great assurance that He has everything under control. How has He done this? 

  
Assurance 1: God works things out for those who love Him. 
Assurance 2: God has determined to fulfill His purpose for the believer. 
Assurance 3: God has assured the glorification of the believer—once-for-all. 
Assurance 4: God has acted for the believer not against him. 
Assurance 5: Christ does not condemn the believer. 
Assurance 6: Christ delivers the believer through the severest circumstances. 
Assurance 7: Christ delivers the believer through the most extreme experiences and forces. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  

Study 1: THE PRIVILEGES OF ISRAEL AND THEIR TRAGIC FAILURE 
Text: Romans 9:1-5 
Aim: To sense a heavy burden for the lost, especially for those whom you love the most (family and 

friends). 
Memory Verse: 
"For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to 

the flesh" (Romans 9:3). 
  
SECTION OVERVIEW: (9:1-11:36) 
The change from Romans 8, from deliverance and redemption, is abrupt and striking. Romans 9-11 have to do with the 

place of the Jews in world history. The church faces this bewildering problem because the Jews were God's chosen people 
with a unique and special place in God's purposes. However, when God sent His Son into the world, the Jews rejected 
Him. How can this tragic and terrible paradox be explained? Why would God's people choose to reject and crucify God's 
very own Son? This is the problem Paul begins to deal with in the next three chapters. Two things need to be noted 
throughout this section. 

First, the Jews were the special chosen people of God. Paul never questioned this. The Jews had a very special place in 
God's plan for the salvation of man down through human history.  

Second, the real chosen people, the real Israel, always lay in a righteous remnant (a small group of believers who 
genuinely kept the faith, who really believed in the coming Messiah or Savior), not in the whole nation (cp. Romans 9:25-
27). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
When everything is on the line, and the difference between success and failure rests on you, can your... 

•  family and close friends depend on you? 
•  fellow believers depend on you? 
•  co-workers depend on you? 
•  teammates depend on you? 

  
One of the most striking stories that came out of the 1996 Summer Olympic Games was when Kerri Strug, a young 

American gymnast, helped her team win the gold medal. With the competition on the line, she attempted her first vault 
and suffered a serious ankle injury. Knowing that her ankle was injured did not keep her from continuing on with the 
competition. Instead, she bravely ran down the ramp a second time and performed an almost perfect vault. After landing 
on her injured ankle, she maintained her composure long enough to satisfy the judges. Then, she collapsed in pain. 



Sometimes in order for others to win, it requires a personal sacrifice on our part. But society teaches us to look out for 
"#1." In so doing we might feel good, but we often neglect the needs of others. It is even easy for a Christian believer to 
be comfortable and complacent in his or her own salvation, sensing no burden, no willingness to sacrifice for the lost. But 
in this life, there is a whole lot more at stake than a gold, silver, or bronze medal. At stake is a crown, the very crown of 
life. Are you willing to sacrifice, to help the lost receive their crown? 

  
Paul bears his heart in this passage, revealing a deep evangelistic fervor for his people, the Jews. It is a rare glimpse of 

the burning compassion that every servant of God should possess for his own loved ones and kinsmen. 
  
OUTLINE: 

1.  A man's great love for his people (v.1-3). 
2.  A man's great respect for his people (v.4-5). 

  
1.  A MAN'S GREAT LOVE FOR HIS PEOPLE (v. 1-3). 

  
This is the picture of a man's great love and concern for his people, a love and concern for their salvation. 
1.  Paul pleads for his people to trust him. The Jews had called Paul a false prophet and a liar. Why? Because he was 

now proclaiming God's love and salvation for all men instead of just for the Jews. Man no longer had to become a 
proselyte of Jewish religion in order to know God (cp. Romans 10:12-13). To the traditional Jew, Paul was a heretic. He 
was a man who was to be utterly distrusted. They hated and despised him, wanting to kill him and do away with his 
message. 

2.  Note how distressed Paul's heart is. Despite the rejection and ill treatment from the Jews, Paul still loved his 
kinsmen, and he sensed a deep urgency for them to grasp the truth. Their salvation was of such concern that he swore his 
concern by three things: Christ, his conscience, and the Holy Spirit. Paul was forcibly saying, "I am not lying... 

• "I say the truth in Christ... 
• "my conscience also bears me witness... 
• "my conscience bears witness in the Holy Spirit... 

  
"I do have a great concern and love for my kinsmen. But my concern is not that their sinful ways be approved, but that 

they come to know the truth; for without the truth, they will be lost and doomed." 
Just how deeply Paul's heart was distressed over his kinsmen is clearly seen in the description of his heart. 

⇒ "I have great heaviness": pain, grief, mourning. 
⇒ "I have...continual sorrow": intense pain, anguish, torment. And note: it is continuous and unceasing. 

Paul was always bearing pain for the salvation of his kinsmen. The depth of Paul's love and concern is 
graphically seen in what he said. 

3.  Paul is the picture of a man who had an unbelievable willingness to be sacrificed for his people. He was willing to 
be accursed, that is, separated from Christ, if it would save his people. He was willing to swap his salvation for their doom 
if it would lead to their salvation. Paul felt the deepest emotion, love, and concern for his people. 

Note: the words of Paul must not be stretched too far. Paul was speaking from an evangelistic fervor not from a 
theological view. He was immersed in emotion, just as so many of God's people become over loved ones who are lost. 
Many have been so immersed in emotion that they have offered to swap their salvation for a loved one. Sometimes the 
Spirit of God works in the hearts of God's people to strain and suffer through intense prayer for the salvation of lost souls, 
and sometimes the strain and intensity of prayer is so deep that a believer could wish one extreme (his own salvation) for 
the other extreme (the salvation of loved ones). 

  
APPLICATION: 
The point is forceful: God's people should be willing to suffer the ultimate pain for the salvation of souls. 

  
"Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay 

down our lives for the brethren" (1 John 3:16). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Do you really believe that unsaved men, women, boys, and girls will go to hell if they die without Christ? In the 

busyness of our lives, there is a great temptation to "get used to the idea" of people's dying and going to hell. But it 
is up to the believer to do everything in his power to provide a bridge to the lost—even if it costs something. Dr. 
James Kennedy reminds us of a time where a father gave up his son in order that others might live. 



  
"Back in the days of the Great Depression a Missouri man named John Griffith was the controller of a 

great railroad drawbridge across the Mississippi River. One day in the summer of 1937 he decided to take 
his eight-year-old son, Greg, with him to work. At noon, John Griffith put the bridge up to allow ships to 
pass and sat on the observation deck with his son to eat lunch. Time passed by quickly. Suddenly he was 
startled by the shrieking of a train whistle in the distance. He quickly looked at his watch and noticed it was 
1:07—the Memphis Express, with four hundred passengers on board, was roaring toward the raised 
bridge! He leaped from the observation deck and ran back to the control tower. Just before throwing the 
master lever he glanced down for any ships below. There a sight caught his eye that caused his heart to 
leap poundingly into his throat. Greg had slipped from the observation deck and had fallen into the 
massive gears that operate the bridge. His left leg was caught in the cogs of the two main gears! 
Desperately John's mind whirled to devise a rescue plan. But as soon as he thought of a possibility he knew 
there was no way it could be done. 

"Again, with alarming closeness, the train whistle shrieked in the air. He could hear the clicking of the 
locomotive wheels over the tracks. That was his son down there—yet there were four hundred passengers 
on the train. John knew what he had to do, so he buried his head in his left arm and pushed the master 
switch forward. That great massive bridge lowered into place just as the Memphis Express began to roar 
across the river. When John Griffith lifted his head with his face smeared with tears, he looked into the 
passing windows of the train. There were businessmen casually reading their afternoon papers, finely 
dressed ladies in the dining car sipping coffee, and children pushing long spoons into their dishes of ice 
cream. No one looked at the control house, and no one looked at the great gear box. With wrenching 
agony, John Griffith cried out at the steel train: 'I sacrificed my son for you people! Don't you care?' The 
train rushed by, but nobody heard the father's words, which recalled Lamentations 1:12: 'Is it nothing to 
you, all who pass by?'"   

  
There are few men who could have done what John Griffith felt he had to do. It would be a fair guess that none 

of us could have sacrificed our own child for anyone, much less to those who were so indifferent to our great act of 
love and sacrifice. But God did. Our loving heavenly Father allowed His dear Son to be placed in the throes of sin 
and death. At the cross is where sin and death met to claim Jesus Christ in order that we might not die but have 
eternal life. His willing sacrifice provided for us a bridge over certain damnation and eternal separation from God.  

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  When is the last time you pleaded with a lost person to accept Christ? How does the possibility of being 
rejected affect the passion with which you share the gospel? 

2.  When you share the gospel, how convinced are you about... 
•  its power to save the lost? 
•  its ability to change the habits of sinners? 
•  its real need in today's modern society? 

3.  What sacrifices would you be willing to make in order to see the lost members of your family come to 
Christ? 

  
2.  A MAN'S GREAT RESPECT FOR HIS PEOPLE (v. 3-5). 

  
Paul had just declared his great love for Israel; now he assures them of his respect. He did not deny their place in the 

plan and purposes of God. He knew they were a greatly privileged people, a people who had been highly favored by God.  
  
The Jews were Israelites. Their very name, Israel, meant a prince with God or one who rules with God or one who 

contends with God. And their name had been given them from the very founding of their nation. It had come from Jacob, 
whose name had been changed by God to Israel. The name was later adopted by the descendants of Jacob (Genesis 32:28; 
Genesis 4:7; John 1:47). 

  
APPLICATION: 
In the providence of God, believers have been highly privileged just as Israel was. Believers have been given 

the name of God's own Son, Christian, which means a follower or a disciple of Jesus Christ. What we must guard 
against is bringing shame to the Lord's name. Too many profess His name but do not really follow Him. 

  



"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 7:21). 

"This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their 
heart is far from me" (Matthew 15:8; cp. Isaiah 29:13). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What obligations does bearing the name "Christian" have upon you? 
2.  How can you overcome the negative concept so many people have associated with being a Christian? 

  
The Jews had the privilege of being adopted by God. They were chosen in a very special sense to be the children of 

God. 
  

"You are the children of the Lord your God" (Deut. 14:1). 
"Israel is my son, even my firstborn" (Exodus 4:22). 

  
Note a crucial point: this does not mean that the whole nation of Israel was saved. Not all citizens of Israel believed 

God, and being adopted into God's family has always been by genuine faith. In order to be a true child of God, it has 
always been necessary for a person to believe in God, entrusting his whole being into God's keeping. (Cp. Romans 9:6-8, 
27, 29; Romans 2:28-29; Romans 4:13.) 

  
APPLICATION: 
The word "adoption" means to place as a son. The picture of adoption is a beautiful picture of what God does 

for the Christian believer. In the ancient world, the family was based on a Roman law called "patria potestas," the 
father's power. The law gave the father absolute authority over his children so long as the father lived. He could 
work, enslave, sell, and if he wished, pronounce the death penalty. Regardless of the child's adult age, the father 
held all power over personal and property rights. 

Therefore, adoption was a serious matter. Yet, adoption was a common practice to ensure that a family would 
not become extinct by having no male children. And when a child was adopted, three legal steps were taken. 

1) The adopted son was adopted permanently. He could not be adopted today and disinherited tomorrow. 
He became a son of the father—forever. He was eternally secure as a son. 

2) The adopted son immediately had all the rights of a legitimate son in the new family. 
3) The adopted son completely lost all rights in his old family. The adopted son was looked upon as a new 

person—so new that old debts and obligations connected with his former family were canceled and abolished 
as if they never existed. 

  
The Bible says several things about the believer's adoption as a son of God. 
1.  The believer's adoption establishes a new relationship with God—forever. He is eternally secure as a child of God. 

But the new relationship is established only when a person comes to Christ through faith (Galatians 3:26; Galatians 4:4-5). 
2.  The believer's adoption establishes a new relationship with God as father. The believer has all the rights and 

privileges of a genuine son of God (Romans 8:16-17; 1 John 3:1-2). 
3.  The believer's adoption establishes a new dynamic experience with God as father, a moment-by-moment access into 

His very presence (Romans 8:14, 16; Galatians 4:6). 
4.  The believer's adoption gives him a very special relationship with other children of God—a family relationship that 

binds him with others in an unparalleled spiritual union. 
5.  The believer's adoption makes him a new person. The believer has been taken out from under the authority and 

power of the world and its sin. The believer is placed as a son into the family and authority of God. The old life with all 
of its debts and obligations is canceled and wiped out (2 Cor. 5:17; Galatians 3:23-27; 2 Peter 1:4). 

6.  The believer's adoption is to be fully realized in the future at the return of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:19; Ephes. 1:14; 
1 Thes. 4:14-17; 1 John 3:2). 

7.  The believer's adoption and its joy will be shared by all creation on a cosmic scale (Romans 8:21). There is to be a 
new heavens and earth (2 Peter 3:12-14; Rev. 21:1-7). 

  
"For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 

whereby we cry, Abba, Father" (Romans 8:15). 
  

QUESTIONS: 



1.  Have you ever really thought of yourself as being adopted by God? What more could anyone offer you 
than what God has offered? 

2.  God has offered you total security as His adopted child. If you are feeling insecure, who or what needs 
to be changed? 

3.  Once God has adopted you into His family, what kind of relationship are you to have with His other 
adopted children? Is this relationship all that it can be right now? What can you do to improve it? 

  
The Jews had the privilege of the glory of God, that is, the Shekinah Glory. The Shekinah Glory was the brilliant 

light which descended into the midst of God's people when God was visiting His people. It symbolized God's glorious 
presence and was revealed in the form of a cloud. The cloud of God's glory and presence was revealed in two very special 
ways. 

1.  It was the glorious presence of God in the cloud that led Israel through the wilderness wanderings. 
  

"And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a 
pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night" (Exodus 13:21). 

  
2.  It was the glorious presence of God in the cloud that filled the tabernacle and came to rest over the ark. 
  

"Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle" 
(Exodus 40:34). 

  
APPLICATION: 
Believers have seen "the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. 4:6); believers are the light of the 

world (Matthew 5:14). This means two significant things. 
1) It is a terrible thing to possess the light and the glory of God and not to share it with those in darkness. 

  
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 

which is in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). 
  

2) It is a terrible thing to be in darkness and to see light off in the distance and not follow after it. There is 
absolutely no excuse for seeing the glory of God and failing to follow it. 

  
"While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light" (John 12:36). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Can you remember a time when you regretted not shedding God's light in a situation? What was the 
outcome? What could you have done differently? 

2.  Can you remember a time when you saw the light (the right way) but did not follow it? What was the 
outcome? What could you have done differently? 

  
The Jews had the privilege of the covenants. A covenant is an agreement made between two parties, a contract 

drawn up between two or more people, a special relationship set up and established between persons. Note the plural is 
used: covenants. God made several covenants with Israel. There was... 

•  the covenant with Noah after the flood (Genesis 9:9f) 
•  the covenant with Abraham (Genesis 12:1f; Genesis 15:18; Genesis 17:4f) 
•  the covenant of law made at Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:5; Exodus 24:8; Exodus 34:10; Deut. 29:1f) 
•  the covenant with David (2 Sam. 7:16) 
•  the covenant of grace (Hebrews 8:8-13) 

  
The point to note is the great love of God. He did not reach out for man only once and then leave man to his doom. 

God reached out to man time and again. God sought man at every opportunity, seeking to establish a relationship with 
him. 

  
"Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee" 

(Jeremiah 31:3). 
  



QUESTIONS: 
1.  What covenants has God made with you? Has He ever broken any of them?  
2.  What covenants have you made with God? Have you ever broken any of them? Do you need to be more 

sincere when you make a promise to God? To anyone? 
  
The Jews had the privilege of the law. They had not only the Ten Commandments given to Moses on Mount Sinai, 

but they also had the whole law of God. By law is simply meant the will of God written down. Through the centuries, God 
simply had Moses and His messengers write out His will so that man would always know exactly how to live. 

  
APPLICATION: 
One of the great tragedies of human life is for a person to know that something is right and not do it. Yet, this is 

the daily occurrence of man. It may be a simple matter of consuming something that damages his body or the more 
serious matter of cursing God's name. No matter what the transgression is, man stands guilty. He is inexcusable, 
for he has the law of God, and he has had God's law for centuries. Man knows how to live in love and justice. No 
greater indictment could exist than the charge: "There is none righteous, no, not one" (Romans 3:10; cp. Romans 
3:9-18). 

  
"And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to 

his will, shall be beaten with many stripes" (Luke 12:47). 
"Cursed be he that doeth the work of the LORD deceitfully [negligently]" (Jeremiah 48:10). 

  
The Jews had the privilege of true worship and of the true service of God. They had... 

•  the true temple 
•  the true ordinances of God 
•  the true priests, prophets, and messengers of God 
•  the true approach to God 

  
The Jews had been given every opportunity and privilege to approach God, and even more, to understand and grasp the 

person of God Himself. The Jews were greatly privileged. While other people stumbled and wandered about in the 
darkness of false worship, creating gods within their own imaginations, the Jews had access to God Himself, access to the 
only true and living God. They had the opportunity to establish a personal relationship with God. 

  
APPLICATION: 
What an indictment! To have the opportunity to know God personally, but to turn one's back and walk away. 

However, there is an even greater offense than this. How much greater is the offense when a person knows the true 
approach to God and does not share it. 

Believers know the truth; they know the way to God. Therefore, they must share the glorious message of the 
only living and true God. Note two significant facts. 

1) Many know the truth; they know the true approach to God, yet they refuse to enter His presence. The 
tragic fact is this: God does not close the door to them; they shut the door upon themselves. 

  
"For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes 

have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with 
their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them" (Acts 28:27). 

  
2) The blood of the lost is upon the hands of the believer. Why? Because the way to God and the means to 

proclaim the message to the world has existed for some time. Yet, we have failed to go into the world and 
share the life-saving news. There is no one to blame but us. Note the severe warning of God to His people: 

  
"But if the watchman see the sword come, and blow not the trumpet, and the people be not 

warned; if the sword come, and take any person from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; 
but his blood will I require at the watchman's hand. So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a 
watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them 
from me. When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to 
warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require 
at thine hand" (Ezekiel 33:6-8). 



  
The only way for us to be freed from the judgment is to share the message of God and warn men. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How many days go by without your showing a lost person the way to God? 
2.  Can God really hold you accountable for a person's not hearing about Him? Why? What more can God 

say to make you take His charge more seriously? 
  
The Jews had the promises of God. God had shared with them all of His blessings and He had given them the hope 

for which a man's soul craves. He had shared with them the plan and destiny for which He had created man. When man 
sinned and turned away from God, it was to the Jews whom God gave... 

•  the promise of the Savior (See Luke 3:24-31; John 1:45 for most of the prophecies concerning the first 
coming of Jesus Christ.) 

•  the promise of the world as an inheritance (cp. Acts 13:23, 32-33) 
•  all the glorious promises stretching from Genesis to Revelation 

  
APPLICATION: 
Three things are essential when dealing with the promises of God, three things which so many within Israel 

failed to do. 
1) We must not stagger at the promises of God. 

  
"He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory 

to God" (Romans 4:20). 
"But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he 

is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him" (Hebrews 11:6). 
  

2) We must fear lest we come short of His promises. 
  

"Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should 
seem to come short of it" (Hebrews 4:1). 

  
3) We must steadfastly look for the promise of the new heavens and earth. 

  
"Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 

and saying, Where is the promise of His coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue 
as they were from the beginning of the creation....But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. Seeing then that all 
these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and 
godliness, looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on 
fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless, we, according to 
his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness" (2 Peter 3:3-4, 
10-13). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Living the Christian life is fairly easy if everything is going our way. But add a little stress, a little hardship, a 

little bit of despair, and we quickly find ourselves at a mental fork in the road: to rest in the promises of God or to 
go our own way. God's promises are for you, even when He seems to be so far away. 

  
"It is not difficult to sing when all is going well. But often God gives a special song to one of his hurting 

children during the night times of their life. Believers find new joys in their nights of sorrow and despair, 
and they discover a greater closeness with their Lord during times of deep need. The apostle John wrote 
the book of Revelation while on the barren island of Patmos; John Bunyan completed the classic Pilgrim's 
Progress while in the Bedford jail; Beethoven composed his immortal 9th Symphony while totally deaf; and 
Fanny Crosby once remarked, 'If I had not lost my sight, I could never have written all the hymns God gave 
me.' 



"Charles Weigle's song, 'No One Ever Cared For Me Like Jesus,' was the product of one of the darkest 
periods of his life. Weigle spent most of his life as an itinerant evangelist and gospel songwriter. One day 
after returning home from an evangelistic crusade, he found a note left by his wife of many years. The note 
said she had had enough of an evangelist's life. She was leaving him. Weigle later said that he became so 
despondent during the next several years that there were even times when he contemplated suicide. There 
was the terrible despair that no one really cared for him anymore. Gradually his spiritual faith was 
restored, and he once again became active in the Christian ministry. Soon he felt compelled to write a song 
that would be a summary of his past tragic experience. From a heart that had been broken came these 
choice words that God gave to Charles Weigle: 

No one ever cared for me like Jesus; there's no other friend so kind as He; 
No one else could take the sin and darkness from me— 
O how much He cared for me!"   

  
And even in your darkest moments, God has promised to care for you. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What is the greatest promise God has given you? 
2.  What promises has God made that He has failed to keep? 
3.  Do you truly rest in the promises of God? Do you know what all His promises are? How can you learn 

more about His promises? 
  
The Jews had the privilege of the fathers and their heritage. Their ancestors had been the primary recipients of the 

promises between God and man. They had the tradition and the history. Why did Jesus Christ come to the Jewish nation 
and come to earth as a Jew? Very simply stated, the Jews were God's special people. They had been born by a special act 
of God. It all started long, long ago. God had wanted four things. 

1.  He wanted a people who would love Him supremely and give Him their first loyalty. (Cp. Genesis 17:7; Isaiah 
43:10.) 

2.  He wanted a people who would witness to all other nations that He and He alone was the one true and living God. 
(Cp. Genesis 12:3; Genesis 22:18; Acts 13:26, 47.) 

3.  He wanted a people through whom He could send the promised Seed, the Savior and Messiah, Jesus Christ, to all 
men everywhere. (Cp. Genesis 3:15; Genesis 17:7; Genesis 22:18; Galatians 3:16; John 4:22.) 

4.  He wanted a people through whom He could send His written Word, the Holy Bible, and preserve it for all 
generations. (Cp. Romans 9:4-5; 1 Peter 2:10-12.) 

  
APPLICATION: 
It is a sad thing for a person to have a godly heritage (parents, friends, teachers, schooling, etc.) and go astray. 

The Bible is full of examples. 
⇒ There were the two who began denying the resurrection (2 Tim. 2:16-19). 
⇒ There was Demas, who turned back to the world (2 Tim. 4:10). 
⇒ There was Judas, who forsook Christ (Matthew 26:14-16). 

  
"For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the 

heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word 
of God, and the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them again 
unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an 
open shame" (Hebrews 6:4-6). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Some people look at their godly heritage and feel it will make them acceptable to God. Is a godly 
heritage a free ticket into heaven? Why or why not? 

2.  Other people accept the godly life and then turn their back on it. Have you ever known someone who 
did this? What does Scripture say is their fate? 

  
The Jews had the privilege of the Messiah's coming from their roots. This was the most glorious privilege of the 

Jews. It involved being the very people... 
•  through whom God was to send His Son 



•  through whom God was to bless the world 
  
Note that Paul declares both the humanity and the deity of Jesus Christ. He came in the "flesh," but He "is over all, 

God blessed forever." 
  

APPLICATION: 
A person's attitude and response toward Jesus Christ determine his eternal destiny. 

  
"Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father 

which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father 
which is in heaven" (Matthew 10:32-33). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  By bearing the name "Christian," you have made a claim to be of Christ or like Christ. When are you the 
most aware of being a Christian? Is it... 

•  when you are around other believers?  
•  when a strong temptation is sent your way? 
•  when you go to church? 
•  when you sin and need God's forgiveness? 
•  when you are being persecuted for your faith or beliefs? 
•  when you meet with God in prayer and you study His Word? 
•  when you get into a predicament and need a miracle from God? 

2.  Your attitude and response toward Christ determine your eternal destiny. Are you satisfied that your 
attitude is what it should be? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
The only way to get a burning passion for the souls of the lost is not... 

•  by attending a seminar on evangelism 
•  by reading all of the latest "how to" books on evangelism 
•  by memorizing a way to share the gospel 

  
The only way that you will ever have a deep desire for the salvation of your lost family and friends is to have your 

heart broken by God. As He breaks your heart, it will drive you to prayer. As God breaks your heart, you will know His 
heart for the lost. As God breaks your heart, you will never get used to the idea of seeing people go to hell. Like the 
apostle Paul, you will have a deep burden for the lost: Paul was marked by... 

  
1.  A man's great love for his people. 
2.  A man's great respect for his people. 
  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  

Study 2: The True Israel or Children of God 
Text: Romans 9:6-13 
Aim: To gain a true understanding of your relationship to God. 
Memory Verse: 



"In this the children of God are manifest (obvious), and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth 
not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother" (1 John 3:10). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
It has been said that life is nothing more than a glorified beauty contest that chooses between the ugly and the 

beautiful. Think about it for a moment. What controls your choice when you select between... 
•  a colorful flower or a plain plant? 
•  an attractive person or an homely person? 
•  a rich and famous person or a poor person down on his luck? 
•  a well-dressed person or a person dressed in outdated and ill-fitting clothing? 

  
To be perfectly honest, all of us have been trained or geared to favor what looks the best. Thankfully, God has not 

bound Himself to this kind of thinking. If He chose what was the best, none of us would stand a chance of being saved. 
On what basis does God offer salvation to man? If you are a true believer, why on earth did He save you? This is a 
startling passage, a passage that should awaken many a person to his true relationship with God. In no uncertain terms, 
this passage declares just who the children of God are. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  God's Word, His promise, has not failed (v.6). 
2.  They (the children of God) are not members of a particular race or institution (v.6). 
3.  They (the children of God) are not of any particular parentage or heritage (v.7). 
4.  They (the children of God) are the believers of God's promise (v.7-13). 

  
1.  GOD'S WORD, HIS PROMISE, HAS NOT FAILED (v. 6). 

  
God made a glorious promise to Abraham, a promise that had two major points. If Abraham would follow God... 

•  then God would give him a seed, a son through whom a great nation would be born. He would become 
the father of a great host of people. 

•  then God would cause all nations to be blessed through his seed. 
  
Scripture says that Abraham did exactly as God said. He believed God with all his heart and followed God, not 

knowing where God would lead him (Hebrews 11:8.  Think how this is true of every follower of God.) 
  
Note a significant point: all the promises in Scripture are based upon this single promise to Abraham; that is, if the 

promise made to Abraham is voided and done away with, then all the promises of God's Word are invalid. God's Word 
and His promises will have failed. In light of this, there are two things that make some people think the Word of God has 
failed. 

1.  Israel rejected God's Son, Jesus Christ, when God sent Him to earth. Ever since that day, very few Jews have turned 
and followed Christ. Where is the nation that God promised Abraham? 

2.  The Gentiles are the ones who are following God through His Son Jesus Christ, not the Jews. Therefore, it looks as 
though God has turned from Israel to the Gentiles. 

These two facts cannot be denied. They are facts of history. How, then, can God's Word and promise to Abraham ever 
be fulfilled? Have God's Word and promise failed? Is God's Word now invalid? 

Forcefully, Paul declares that God's Word has not failed. God's Word and the promises of it are effective and still 
valid. God is fulfilling His promise to Abraham: a nation is being born to Abraham, a nation which is the true Israel and 
the true children of God. 

  
"The Word of God shall stand forever" (Isaiah 40:8). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
In a world where promises are easily made and just as easily broken, the believer can have the firm assurance 

that God's promises are everlasting. He is true to His Word! 
  

"Daddy, will you play with me?" is the universal cry of children everywhere. And David's son was no 
exception. David heard this cry from his own son just about every day. A hard-working man, David would 



leave the house early and get home late in the day. Understandably, the last thing David felt like doing was 
going back outside to play catch with his son. Most fathers would have just made an excuse, but not David. 

He remembered his own childhood, especially the times he played alone. His father was a very busy 
man who seldom took time to play. David would ask him again and again, but to no avail. "Son, we'll play 
tomorrow" was usually the answer. However well-intentioned, tomorrow never came. And eventually 
David learned not to even bother asking. 

When David's own son was born, he determined he would not make the same mistake his father had 
made with him. He made up his mind that he would make the time to play with his son. 

As the darkness came at the end of one particular day, David threw the ball to his son one more time. 
After catching the ball, the young boy ran up to his father and said, "Daddy, do you know what I wish? 
When I grow up and have my own little boy, we want you to be on our team!" 

  
This father's promise reached not only to his own son, but also to his future grandson and beyond. In the same 

sense, God's promise to Abraham touched even the sons of Abraham (including you). It is a promise that is not 
inhibited by generations or time. Your Father has promised to spend time with you. Are you willing to spend time 
with Him? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  When is the last time you failed to keep a promise you made? What impact did that failure have on 
others? What value do you place on the fact that God has never broken a promise He has made? 

2.  What is the most precious promise God has given you? Why? 
  

2.  THEY (THE CHILDREN OF GOD) ARE NOT MEMBERS OF A PARTICULAR RACE OR 
INSTITUTION (v. 6). 

  
"They are not all Israel, which are of Israel." Many Jews believed they were children of God because they were... 

•  born in the nation of Israel as an Israelite 
•  reared in the Jewish religion 

  
The Jewish people reverenced God and His law and were known as a God-fearing and religious people. Therefore, a 

Jew felt he was a child of God by being a citizen of Israel and a circumcised member of Judaism. Many Jews felt that 
God's promise to Abraham meant that every citizen of the nation of Israel was a child of God as long as he was 
circumcised and more or less practiced the religion of Judaism. 

  
APPLICATION 1: 
The same thoughts have always prevailed among people of the world. Many believe they are Christians 

because they are citizens of a so-called Christian nation or Christian institution. They think they are acceptable to 
God because they profess belief in God and have been baptized, becoming a full-fledged member of some church. 
Such, of course, is just not so. A person does not become a child of God by being... 

•  a citizen of a particular nation, no matter what nation it is nor how good and benevolent the nation 
is 

•  a member of a particular religion or institution, no matter how true and godly the religion or 
institution may be 

  
APPLICATION 2: 
Being a citizen of a Christian nation or being a member of a great church does not make a person a child of 

God. It is not an earthly nation nor a material church that makes a person acceptable to God. 
  

"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name: which were born, not of blood [heritage], nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God" (John 1:12-13). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  It was Billy Graham who once said "just because you were born in a garage does not make you a car." A 
lot of people wrongly believe they are saved by being born in a certain country. Why can your earthly 
citizenship not save you? What is the only way a man can be saved? 



2.  What effect does the color of your skin have upon your salvation? The language you speak? Your 
economic status? Your denominational affiliation? The faith of your parents and grandparents? The church in 
which you are a member? 

  
3.  THEY (THE TRUE CHILDREN OF GOD) ARE NOT OF ANY PARTICULAR PARENTAGE OR 

HERITAGE (v. 7). 
  
"Neither because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children." As stated, many Jews felt they were children of 

God because they were children of Abraham, one of the great servants of God (cp. Matthew 3:9; John 8:38-39). They 
rested... 

•  in the godliness of Abraham, feeling that his godliness would cover them 
•  in the promises made to Abraham, thinking that the promises made to him would include them 

  
Many Jews believed that they were children of God because of their godly heritage. They trusted in the fact that their 

parents and so many others in their roots (genealogies) worshipped the God of Judaism. They considered themselves to be 
children of godly forefathers; therefore, they professed to believe in God no matter what kind of lives they lived. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Throughout the centuries, many have trusted their godly heritage to save them. Too many are trusting godliness 

to rub off on them—to rub off from... 
•  their 

godly parents 
•  their 

godly brothers 
and sisters 

•  their 
godly minister 

•  their 
godly spouse 

•  their 
godly friends 

•  their 
godly 
co-workers 

  
Few think that God will really reject them. They think that in the final analysis God will accept them. They 

think that enough godliness will rub off on them from some godly heritage, person, or institution for God to accept 
them. 

  
"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 

doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 7:21). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  It is an easy thing to place your trust in some godly person, hoping to "ride their coat-tails" all the way 

to heaven. If someone were placing their trust in you, what would you tell them? 
2.  Why is it impossible for someone to become a child of God through someone else's godliness? 

  
4.  THEY (THE CHILDREN OF GOD) ARE THE BELIEVERS OF GOD'S PROMISE (v. 7-13). 

  
Note two proofs. 
1.  There is the proof of Scripture, of God's Word and promise to Abraham: "In Isaac shall thy seed be called" 

(Romans 9:7; cp. Genesis 21:12). When God gave this promise to Abraham, Abraham had two sons, Ishmael and Isaac. 
Ishmael had been born through a slave-girl, Hagar. For decades Abraham's wife, Sarah, had been unable to bear a child. 
Sometime after her child-bearing years had passed, Sarah insisted Abraham attempt to have a son for her through her 
personal slave Hagar. It was from this physical union that Ishmael was born. However, it was only a few years later that 
God appeared to Abraham, telling him that Sarah was to bear the child of promise, the very child whom God had 
promised to Abraham when He first called Abraham (cp. Genesis 18:1f). 

The point is twofold. 
a. The children of the flesh are not the children of God's promise. The birth of Ishmael was due to man's 

effort. He was born because Sarah and Abraham were trying to secure the "promise" by their own works. 
Ishmael was entirely the product of natural, human, carnal, and fleshly plans. Abraham and Sarah were trying 
to bring about the promise of God by their own efforts and works. God had absolutely nothing to do with 
Ishmael's birth. 



  
APPLICATION: 
Ishmael represents all who seek the promise of God—that is, to become children of God—by their own fleshly 

works and efforts. 
  

"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name: which were born, not of blood [heritage], nor of the will of the flesh [sexual 
desire], nor of the will of man [a human father], but of God" (John 1:12-13). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
How many times have we missed God's best for us because of a lack of patience or a disregard for His Word? 

God's promises are always reliable—but only if we believe them. 
  

"The story has been told of a man who was crossing a desert in the days of the pioneers. He ran into 
trouble and was dying of thirst when he spotted a pump near an abandoned shack. He had no water to 
prime the pump, but he noticed a jug of water near the pump with a note attached. It read: 'There is just 
enough water in this jug to prime the pump, but not if you drink some first. This well has never gone dry, 
even in the worst of times. Pour the water in the top of the pump and pump the handle quickly. After you 
have had a drink, refill this jug for the next man who comes along.' 

"What would the man dying of thirst do? To follow the instructions and prime the pump without first 
taking a drink would be an exercise of the kind of belief the Bible speaks of. Biblical belief requires that 
one stake his life on the truth of the promise. If the man follows the instructions, he takes the chance of 
pouring out all the water and getting none to drink if the pump fails. So he must trust that the message is 
right. He must act in belief, without first receiving, and must trust in the truth of the promise."   

  
When it comes to God's promises, do you trust Him enough to wait on Him? Or do you do things your way? 

  
b. The children of the promise are counted for the seed. Isaac was the child whom God had promised to 

Abraham (Romans 9:8-9). This means three things. 
⇒ The promised child is the "seed" through whom the promise was to be fulfilled. 
⇒ The promised child was born miraculously by the grace of God. Abraham and Sarah were about 

one hundred years old, well beyond child-bearing years, when Isaac was born (Romans 4:19). 
⇒ The child of promise was born through faith (Hebrews 11:11). 

  
APPLICATION: 
A person becomes a child of God through faith in the promises of God. A child of the promise is a person who 

believes the promise of God, a person who... 
•  does not seek to secure the promise by his own efforts and works 
•  follows through on his belief, waiting upon God to fulfill His promise 

  
"For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have 

been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise" 
(Galatians 3:26-29). 

  
2.  There is the proof of Scripture, of God's Word and promise to Rebecca: "The elder shall serve the younger" 

(Genesis 25:23). (See A Closer Look # 1, 2—Romans 9:10-13 for discussion.) 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Can you think of a time when you had to wait on God for a promise to be fulfilled? Did He keep His 

promise? 
2.  Why are men so impatient with God? How can you train yourself to be more patient? To claim God's 

promises and live by them? 
3.  What is the most difficult of God's promises for you to believe? Why? Which promise is the easiest to 

believe? Why? 



  
A CLOSER LOOK # 1 
(9:10-13) Election—Predestination—God, Grace of—Jacob—Esau: a striking and decisive proof of God's election 

is seen in the choice of Jacob over Esau. Also, a striking proof that salvation is solely by the grace of God and not by the 
works and goodness of men is seen in the two sons. Note three facts. 

1.  The promise to Rebecca was given before Jacob and Esau were born. Jacob's character, behavior, ability, works, 
and parents had nothing to do with God's choosing him. God and God alone chose Jacob to be the child of promise. 
Jacob's choice was not by his own personal efforts, but by the grace of God. 

2.  The promise was by election, not because of "any good or evil" of the children (Romans 9:11). Unquestionably, 
when we accept Scripture for what it says, our minds stagger at this argument. But there is one great truth that must 
always be remembered: neither Jacob nor Esau deserved mercy. Neither one deserved being chosen by God for anything. 
No man deserves mercy or purpose from God. God does not have mercy on a man because a man deserves or merits 
mercy nor because a man wills or runs after God (cp. John 1:12; Romans 9:16). God has mercy upon a man because He is 
a merciful God. 

3.  Election, being children of the promise, is not of works but of God who calls men to salvation. The point is this. 
Paul is using the two children to get across the same point he stressed with Isaac: a true child of God is not a person who... 

•  belongs to a particular race or institution 
•  belongs to a particular family or heritage 
•  works to secure the promise through his own plans and efforts 

  
God is merciful and He is love—absolutely so. Therefore, God has predestined a line of people to receive His promise 

of glory. Back in antiquity God chose Jacob, showing His mercy to Jacob. He chose Jacob to continue the line through 
whom He could send the Savior into the world and through whom He could fulfill all the promises of God to man. The 
fact that God chose Jacob for the line does not mean in any sense of the word that He condemned Esau to hell. 

  
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 

not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Using simple terms, how would you describe the concept of election to a new believer? 
2.  If God has elected you for salvation, what role do you play in the process? 

  
A CLOSER LOOK # 2 
(9:11-13) God—Purpose—Predestination: "Esau I hated." This does not mean to hate in the sense of despising. It is 

merely a deliberate decision on the part of God for Jacob to be the child of promise instead of Esau. There is no personal 
feeling involved. Esau had done no wrong to merit God's disapproval. Neither had Jacob done any good to merit God's 
approval. It is merely the right of God to choose Jacob over Esau. It is critical to note that God was always choosing the 
younger son over the oldest son throughout the Old Testament. He did so for a specific purpose: God was illustrating that 
man was to receive His promises by grace. Man's law and efforts gave the inheritance to the oldest son; therefore, God 
chose the younger son over the oldest. God overruled man's law and efforts by giving the promise and inheritance to the 
younger son, for the younger son was not appointed by men to receive it nor did he deserve it. He received the promise 
and the inheritance only by the mercy and grace of God. Note this also: God's choice of Jacob was not a question of 
personal salvation but of God's purpose being settled before they were born (cp. Malachi 1:2-3.  Also cp. Genesis 29:33; 
Matthew 6:24; Luke 14:26; John 12:25.) 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What practical or personal comparison can you make to relate to God's choice of Jacob over Esau? Did 
Jacob deserve to be chosen?  

2.  What did you do that caused God to reach down and save your soul? Did you deserve it? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
One of life's greatest mysteries is this: God did not save you on the basis of your earthly citizenship nor the color of 

your skin. He did not save you because of a godly parent or friend. Salvation was not given because of anything you did 
nor anything you had to offer God. God sent Jesus Christ to save you because He wanted to call you His son or daughter. 
It was a sovereign choice made by a sovereign God for an eternal purpose? 



  
1.  God's Word, His promise, has not failed. 
2.  The children of God are not members of a particular race or institution. 
3.  The children of God are not of any particular parentage or heritage. 
4.  The children of God are the believers of God's promise. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  

Study 3: THE REJECTION OF ISRAEL: GOD'S RIGHT TO SHOW MERCY AND JUSTICE AS 
HE WILLS 

Text: Romans 9:14-33 
Aim: To gain a better understanding of God's sovereignty. 
Memory Verse: 
"As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever 

believeth on him shall not be ashamed" (Romans 9:33). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
When was the last time you got into an argument with God...and won? It is silly, but men argue with God every day. 

Over the course of time men have accused God... 
•  of not being fair ("How could a loving God ever send someone to hell?") 
•  of holding back His love ("If God really loved me, He would never have allowed this to happen to me.") 
•  of being out of control ("Where is God when nations are at war?") 
•  of being out of touch with modern society ("Times have changed since Bible days. It is unrealistic to 

judge men based on ancient, outdated laws.") 
  
Make no mistake about it: God is in control of our world. Despite God's being blamed for many of man's problems, 

Scripture is painfully true: the problem is not with God. The problem is with man and his sin. This passage discusses two 
major questions: Is God righteous (Romans 9:14-24), and why has Israel been rejected by God as His primary mission 
force to the world (Romans 9:25-33)? 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Is God righteous, that is, just (v.14)? 
2.  God has the right to be merciful and just (v.15-18). 
3.  God has the right to do as He wills (v.19-21). 
4.  God has the right to put up with evil (unbelieving) men in order to share His glory with some (believing) 

men (v.22-24). 
5.  God has identified the chosen people long ago in prophecy (v.25-33). 

  
1.  IS GOD RIGHTEOUS, THAT IS, JUST (v. 14)? 

  
Paul's question is shocking: Is there unrighteousness with God? Remember what it was that caused this question. God 

went against all the laws of men in the ancient world, the laws governing the inheritance left to children. According to 
man's law, the oldest son was to receive the inheritance; however, in dealing with Isaac's children, God announced that the 
oldest son, Esau, would serve the younger son, Jacob. Jacob was God's choice to inherit the promise made to Abraham 
and Isaac, and note: God chose Jacob even before the children were born (Romans 9:10-13). 

The question is this: Can God elect men, favor and disfavor men, and still be righteous and just? Can God choose and 
reject men even before they are born and still be righteous and just? Is there unrighteousness with God? 



God forbid! It could never be! It is utterly impossible for God to be unrighteous and unjust. Glance quickly at the five 
points of the outline, and the answer to the question is immediately seen. 

  
2.  GOD HAS THE RIGHT TO BE MERCIFUL AND JUST (v. 15-18). 

  
1.  God shows mercy as He wills. He has mercy and compassion upon whom He wills. Therefore, if God chooses to 

show mercy to men, He has the right to do so even when men do not deserve it. Again, if God chooses to show 
compassion to men, He has the right to do so even when men do not deserve it. 

Note when it was that God spoke these words to Moses (Exodus 33:19). Israel had just been worshipping the golden 
calf, committing the most serious offense, that of idolatry; and Moses had just interceded for Israel, asking God to forgive 
their sin (Exodus 32:32). The people did not deserve God's forgiveness. They deserved annihilation in the face of God's 
holiness. A quick glance at the idolatrous and licentious event will show why. The event demonstrates just how depraved 
the heart of men can be (Exodus 32:1-6). God answered Moses by saying He would not destroy the people, but He would 
have mercy and compassion. He is God; therefore, if He chooses to be merciful He can be merciful. 

  
"I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have 

compassion" (Romans 9:15). 
  
Now note: God had mercy and compassion upon Israel not because they... 

•  willed to receive His mercy (human resolve) 
•  ran after God (human works, effort, energy) 
•  deserved God's mercy 

  
Israel received the forgiveness and mercy of God because God desired and intended to be merciful to them. The point 

is clear: God is not unrighteous if He has mercy upon men. Men do not deserve mercy; they deserve judgment. Therefore, 
when God gives the unrighteous a gift, it is not unjust or unrighteous; it is merciful and compassionate.  

2.  God shows justice as He wills. The historical event of Pharaoh is an example. Note five points: 
a. Scripture says that God "raised up" Pharaoh. This means that God allowed Pharaoh to appear, brought 

him forth upon the scene of world history. We must always remember the teaching of Scripture: 
  

"There is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God" (Romans 13:1). 
  

b. Pharaoh was evil, very evil. He was an unbeliever: a harsh, stubborn, and obstinate man who stood 
against and cursed God as though face to face. Scripture declares that God does not tempt men with evil (James 
1:13). Therefore, Pharaoh would have been evil, stubborn, harsh, and unbelieving even if he had been a small 
town vendor in southern Egypt. God did not make Pharaoh sinful and evil. Pharaoh would have been sinful and 
evil no matter where he had lived. 

c. Pharaoh had a unique opportunity; he had something many never receive: Pharaoh heard the truth from 
one of God's greatest servants, Moses. He had opportunity after opportunity to repent, but he refused. Scripture 
says time and again that Pharaoh himself hardened his heart (Exodus 8:15, 32; Exodus 9:34). 

d. Scripture also says that God hardened Pharaoh's heart (Exodus 4:21; Exodus 7:3; Exodus 9:12; Exodus 
10:20, 27; Exodus 11:10). What does this mean? On the basis of Scripture... 

•  it does not mean that God caused Pharaoh to sin and to be stubborn. God never tempts men to sin 
(James 1:13). 

•  it means that God judged Pharaoh the same as He judges all men. Pharaoh hardened his heart; 
therefore, he was judged and condemned to have a hardened heart. Pharaoh "sowed" a hardened heart; 
therefore, he "reaped" a hardened heart (Galatians 6:7-8); Pharaoh "measured" out a hardened heart; 
therefore, he was "measured" out a hardened heart (Matthew 7:2). 

  
Very simply stated, God's law and nature of justice, of judicial equity, took effect upon Pharaoh just as it 

does upon all men. Pharaoh reaped exactly what he sowed. 
e. God overruled Pharaoh's evil and used it for the good of His people (Romans 8:28). God used Pharaoh's 

evil to demonstrate His own sovereign power and to declare the name of God throughout all the earth. 
The point is this: Pharaoh was a very sinful and evil man; therefore, God demonstrated His justice in 

Pharaoh. God acted righteously toward Pharaoh. Just as men execute justice upon evil men, God executed 
justice upon Pharaoh because of his evil. God is God; therefore, He has the right to execute justice as He wills. 



The conclusion is clearly stated: 
  

"Therefore hath...[God] mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth" 
(Romans 9:18). 

  
APPLICATION: 
A man desperately needs to do two things. 

1) A man needs to seek the face of God for mercy. 
  

"Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto 
the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon" 
(Isaiah 55:7). 

  
2) A man needs to guard ever so diligently against becoming hard toward God. 

  
"Harden not your heart, as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness" 

(Psalm 95:8). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  None of us deserve the mercy of God. But why do some men have trouble accepting God's mercy upon 

certain types of sinners who have lived the most deviant lifestyles? 
•  murderers 
•  prostitutes 
•  child abusers 
•  and on and on 

2.  How can you become more merciful and less judgmental toward others who do not deserve it? 
3.  Can God's justice ever be unjust? Why do so many people see the bad things that happen to them as 

coming from God? How can you get across to an unbeliever what God's full justice will mean if he rejects 
God? 

  
3.  GOD HAS THE RIGHT TO DO AS HE WILLS (v. 19-21). 

  
Men object to God's sovereignty, to His right to run the world as He wills. The reason men object to God's right to rule 

and reign is clearly stated: men want the right to determine their own fate, to live as they wish while on earth and still be 
assured of a good life in the next world. They do not want God or anyone else determining their fate. It is this spirit of 
self-centeredness and pride that causes men to object to God's sovereignty. Note how the present objection is worded. If 
God has mercy upon some and hardens others... 

•  why does He find fault and blame the sinner? Is God not choosing to forgive some and choosing not to 
forgive others? 

  
Paul gives three answers to this objection, answers that establish the sovereignty of God beyond question. Note that the 

third answer is set off by itself as a major point because of its significance to the whole subject (pt.4, Romans 9:22-24). 
1.  Man has no right to reply against God, no right to accuse God of being unrighteous and unjust. Any man who 

replies against God has too low a view of God and too high a view of man. How can a creature who has been formed by 
God say to God, "Why have You made me like this?" How can a creature question God, a creature... 

•  who owes his life, all that he is and has, to God? 
•  who is so frail and so easily subject to destruction? 
•  who knows so little of the universe and its truth? 
•  who is so morally undisciplined and sinful? 
•  who is so limited to the material world and the physical dimension of being? 
•  who lives only for a few short years? 

  
How can man dare question the Supreme Being who made the universe and all that is therein? Who is man that he 

thinks he can accuse the God of the universe with being unrighteous and unjust? Who does man think he is in accusing 
God with being immoral and with showing partiality and favoritism? 



The point is this: God is God; therefore, He can do as He wills. As God, He sees the overall view; therefore, He knows 
what should be done and He does it. Man is foolish to question God and charge Him with wickedness, with being 
unrighteous and unjust. In fact, when man questions and charges God, man only shows... 

•  how finite and foolish he really is 
•  how wicked and depraved he really is 

  
2.  God's right over man is as the potter's right over clay. Now note a crucial point that must not be missed if we are to 

correctly understand this passage. 
•  The clay referred to here already exists. This passage is not dealing with God's creation of the clay, but 

with God's government and rule over creation. Again, God is not creating the clay here; He is taking a lump 
that He has already created and is now using it for His purposes. 

  
Paul is not speaking of God's creating some men to be sinners. God does not purpose or design to condemn men to 

hell. The fact is, God wills no man to perish; He longs for every man to be saved (2 Peter 3:9). What, then, is this verse 
saying? 

Very simply, God uses the clay as He finds it. He takes the clay (man) and molds it, using it for His purposes. All men 
are sinful, being born into a sinful and depraved world. God knows the hearts of all men even when they are born. He 
knows a heart is subject to be an honorable vessel or to be a dishonorable vessel. 

⇒ All hearts that are subject to honor, God takes and molds into vessels of honor. 
⇒ All hearts that are subject to dishonor, God takes and molds into vessels of dishonor. 

  
God is God; therefore, He knows the heart of every man. He knows if the heart is subject to be tender, loving, and 

responsive to Him. If the heart is responsive to the things of God, then God gets the gospel to that person and quickens it 
to the person's heart, saving him and beginning the process of making him a vessel of honor. 

God also knows if a person's heart is subject to hardness, selfishness, and rejection of God. This person is made into a 
vessel of dishonor; that is, God uses even the sinner and his rejection to His glory. How the sinner's rejection is used to 
glorify God is seen in the next major point (see note, pt.4— Romans 9:22). 

The point is this: God has the right to make and use both honorable and dishonorable men to work all things out for 
good. He has the right to use both good and evil men to work out His purposes, purposes which are always good. His right 
is no different than the potter's. 

  
"And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 

according to his purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image 
of his Son, that he might be the first born among many brethren" (Romans 8:28-29). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Have you ever wondered why God [the Creator] allows unbelievers [the created] to "talk back" to Him? Some 

people act like bullies, daring the God of the universe to knock the chip off of their shoulder. God is patient, but 
one day in the future God will also judge those who are His enemies. 

  
"When the infidel Robert G. Ingersoll was delivering his lectures against Christ and the Bible, his 

oratorical ability usually assured him of a large crowd. One night after an inflammatory speech in which 
he severely attacked man's faith in the Savior, he dramatically took out his watch and said, 'I'll give God a 
chance to prove that He exists and is almighty. I challenge Him to strike me dead within 5 minutes!' First 
there was silence, then people became uneasy. Some left the hall, unable to take the nervous strain of the 
occasion, and one woman fainted. At the end of the allocated time, the atheist exclaimed derisively, 'See! 
There is no God. I am still very much alive!'  

"After the lecture a young fellow said to a Christian lady, 'Well, Ingersoll certainly proved something 
tonight!' Her reply was memorable. 'Yes, he did,' she said. 'He demonstrated that even the most defiant 
sinner cannot exhaust the patience of the Lord in just 5 minutes!' Another man added, 'As I was coming 
downtown today, a belligerent little fellow came running out of an alley, daring me to hit him. Do you 
suppose I actually struck him, just because he challenged me to do so? In the same way, our Lord will not 
strike everyone dead who defies Him. We should be thankful that in this age He is still operating in grace 
and desires to show His love rather than His wrath.'"   

  
Remember, God has a right to judge or to forgive...when He wishes. 



  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  If a man convinces himself that God is not sovereign, not in charge, he gives himself permission to live 
as he pleases. When are you most prone to ignore God's authority in your life? 

2.  What does God owe you... 
•  if you go to church almost every Sunday? 
•  if you never break any traffic laws? 
•  if you never kill anyone? 

3.  What right does man have to tell God how to run His universe? What suggestions do you offer to God? 
Do you tell Him... 

•  to stop the suffering in your life? 
•  to make you independently wealthy? 
•  to give you everything you want? 
•  to wink at your sin? 
•  to answer your prayers now!? 

  
4.  GOD HAS THE RIGHT TO PUT UP WITH EVIL (UNBELIEVING) MEN IN ORDER TO SHARE 

HIS GLORY WITH SOME (BELIEVING) MEN (v. 22-24). 
  
The outline gives an overview of what is said. 
God is willing to suffer (tolerate, put up with, endure) evil men for a long time. Why? Why does God not go ahead and 

do away with evil and with evil men? There is one very powerful reason: God is fulfilling His purpose in the world. 
⇒ God is making known the riches of His glory upon believers, the subjects of mercy. 
⇒ God is preparing still others for glory (cp. 2 Peter 3:9). 
⇒ The ones being prepared for glory include both Jews and Gentiles. (Note how even this fact points 

toward God showing no partiality toward any people or person, Jew or Gentile. God does not pick some for sin 
and hell and some for righteousness and heaven.) 

  
Several significant things need to be noted in these verses. 
1.  Note the difference between the word "fitted" and the word "prepared." The vessels of wrath are "fitted" for 

destruction, but the vessels of mercy are "prepared" for glory. The agent that "fitted" the vessels for wrath is not identified. 
Scripture simply says that they are "fitted" for destruction. This allows the interpretation that they fitted themselves for 
destruction; whereas God is said to prepare the vessels of mercy for glory. A different word entirely is used. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Scripture is clear about this fact. Men do fit themselves for wrath; God does not tempt or lead men into sin 

(James 1:13). The very opposite is true. God saves men and wants all men to be saved, and He prepares all those 
who come to Him for glory. 

  
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: 
but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God" (John 3:16-18). 

  
2.  Note the whole passage has to do with proving that God is just and righteous. If God actually created men to be 

sinful so that He could condemn them to wrath, He would not be righteous and just. Even in our finite world, to make 
something evil is considered unrighteous and unjust. How much more is this so in the infinite world of heaven? God just 
does not fit men to wrath; men fit themselves to wrath. 

3.  The whole world is sinful and depraved. "There is none righteous, no not one" (Romans 3:10). "All have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23.  Cp. Romans 10:9-18 for a descriptive picture of man's sinful condition.) 
God knows the heart of every man, even before he is born. He even knows who will be saved and who will not be saved. 
Why, then, does He not stop the world instead of letting it go on, when He knows some men are going to doom 
themselves? There is one primary reason: if God stopped the world then there would be... 

•  no more vessels of mercy, no more believers 
•  no more believers to be brought and offered as brothers and sisters to Christ (Romans 8:29) 



•  no more people upon whom God could demonstrate His glorious mercy and love (Romans 9:23; Ephes. 
2:7) 

  
Note what Scripture says, for it clearly states why God does not end the world and keep any more evil men from being 

doomed: God is willing to put up with evil men in order to shower "the riches of His glory" upon those who believe on 
His Son (Romans 9:23; cp. Romans 9:33). God has only one Son, and He loves His Son so much that He wants Him to be 
glorified and honored beyond imagination. 

4.  The one thing to be remembered is this: there is nothing inconsistent with God's showing mercy to some while 
condemning others. God punishes the wicked only for their sins. Human experience as well as the Bible prove beyond 
doubt that all men are sinful. None deserve mercy. No man deserves to be chosen by God for anything. Therefore, there is 
no injustice done to a wicked man if God chooses to show mercy to another. One thing will happen, however. The vessel 
of mercy, the man to whom mercy is shown, will fall upon his face in utter adoration and praise; and he will become a 
willing servant, willingly owned and possessed by his Savior (Romans 9:22-23; cp. Romans 11:33-36). 

  
APPLICATION: 
When we truly realize that God has had mercy upon us, it should cause us to fall upon our faces before Him. He 

has loved us, truly loved us to the point of forgiving our sins through the Lord Jesus Christ. Seeing His love for us 
should break us in humble adoration and worship. It is the love of Christ for us that constrains us to love God. 

  
"For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were 

all dead: and that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but 
unto him which died for them, and rose again" (2 Cor. 5:14-15). 

  
5.  Another point brought out in this passage is this: the "riches of God's glory" are more clearly seen in the lives of the 

chosen because of the wickedness of all others. The highest good is said to be accomplished in both the wicked and the 
chosen vessels. The glory of God's love is much more clearly seen by the contrast of a fallen and depraved universe 
(Romans 9:22-23). 

6.  Still another point to be kept foremost in mind is this: there is nothing inconsistent or unjust if God looks at two 
undeserving men and chooses to have mercy upon one and not the other. There is no injustice done to a wicked man if 
God chooses to forgive another man and not forgive him.  

Some people say this: there must be something in a man or something done by a man to cause God to choose him. But 
this just is not so, for that implies that man earns salvation. Such says that salvation is by works, and this is totally against 
the teaching of Scripture. Salvation is by God's grace alone; it is "not of works lest any man should boast" (Ephes. 2:8-9). 
Therefore, as is taught by this passage, God chooses the vessels of mercy out of the depth of His own justice and mercy. 

The mind staggers at this whole passage. We can only ponder it and stand in amazement at the depth of the riches both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  

  
"How unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of 

the Lord?" (Romans 11:33-34). 
"Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and 

ever" (1 Tim. 1:17). 
  
We will understand God's providence and our freedom of choice in the Day of Redemption. Until then, we can only 

accept the doctrine as two parallel lines that will find their union and explanation in Him. In that day, He will explain 
them to us face to face. (What a glorious day that will be!) 

A final point of paramount importance is the conclusion drawn in Romans 9:25-33.  Paul's point is to give weight to 
this fact: God has judged the rejection of Israel as a nation by choosing persons from the Gentile nations as well. God's 
people are persons from all nations who pursue His righteousness as found in Christ. The conclusion of the whole passage 
is, "whosoever believes on him [Christ] shall not be ashamed" (Romans 10:11). This conclusion, that the one who 
believes is the one truly saved, gives balance to the whole argument. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Do you ever tire of God's patience with evil men? How about His patience with you? Do you wish He 
would treat you as you deserved? 

2.  The whole world is sinful and depraved. What is God's purpose for not destroying the world today? 
What is your specific role in God's purpose? 



3.  How vibrant is God's glory in your life? What can you do to show more of God's glory? 
  

5.  GOD HAS IDENTIFIED THE CHOSEN PEOPLE LONG AGO IN PROPHECY (v. 25-33). 
  
"Salvation is of the Jews" (John 4:22). Israel was the chosen people of God, chosen to be God's witnesses to carry the 

message of salvation to the world. However, Israel failed, keeping the message to itself and excluding all other peoples. 
Israel even took the lead in killing God's Son, Jesus Christ. This is the whole point of these verses, to point out how the 
chosen people of God come from all nations of the earth. This fact is clearly seen even in the Jewish prophets. "The 
chosen" are identified in six different statements which are irrefutable to the open and honest mind. 

1.  The chosen people of God are from other nations as well as from Israel. The Jewish prophet Hosea predicted this 
fact. Note the three things Hosea said about the Gentiles. The Gentiles... 

• will be called God's people. They are the very ones who were not called God's "people" (Hosea 2:23). 
• will be called beloved. They are the very ones who were not called beloved (Hosea 2:23). 
•  were in a place where it was said that they were not God's people. The Gentiles were in the very place 

where they were to be called the children of God (Hosea 1:10). 
  

APPLICATION: 
History has always proven that the Gentiles are as morally depraved and self-righteous as people can be. But 

despite all, God in His glorious mercy has thrown open the door of salvation to the Gentiles as well as to the Jews. 
No matter how self-righteous or morally evil a person has been, God reaches out to that person. Neither the most 
depraved corruption nor the most humanistic self-righteousness can keep God from forgiving a person if that 
person truly believes in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 9:33). 

  
"To him [Jesus Christ] give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth 

in him shall receive remission of sins" (Acts 10:43). 
"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every 

one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek" (Romans 1:16). 
  
2.  The chosen are the small remnant of Israel. The great prophet Isaiah predicted this. 

a. Isaiah predicted that only a few among Israel would truly believe and love God supremely. The nation 
would be a great people whose numbers would be as the sand of the sea, but only a remnant would be saved 
(Romans 9:27). Note that God would have to fulfill His Word by cutting short His dealings with Israel. That is, 
so many in Israel would be so sinful, they would be a threat to destroying everyone. Therefore, God would have 
to cut His work short in dealing with Israel in order to assure a remnant of believers, fulfilling His word to 
Abraham (cp. Isaiah 10:22-23). 

b. Isaiah also predicted that God would leave a seed of believers in Israel (Isaiah 1:9). Note that Israel's 
wickedness is compared to Sodom and Gomorrha. Israel has suffered a fate just as terrible as Sodom and 
Gomorrha, perhaps worse because the nation's sufferings have been the epitome of severity down through the 
centuries. But note: God has saved a remnant through it all. There are Jews who have trusted God's Son, Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth (cp. Romans 11:27-29). 

  
"I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of 

Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin....But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to 
myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal" (Romans 11:1, 4). 

  
3.  The chosen are the pursuers of righteousness by faith. Note the contrast between this point and the next. The most 

unlikely thing happened. 
⇒ The Gentiles who have always been so base and self-righteous have all of a sudden turned to God for 

righteousness, the righteousness of faith. 
⇒ The Jews who have always been so God-centered and religious have missed God's righteousness, the 

righteousness of faith in Christ. 
  

"He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is 
written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me" (Mark 7:6). 

  



4.  The chosen are not pursuers of righteousness by the works of the law—as Israel was (Romans 9:31-32). Note that 
this begins to answer why God had to turn away from Israel as the primary mission force of His grace. Israel was zealous 
to secure righteousness, but failed because she sought righteousness by the law. 

  
"Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 

have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity" (Matthew 7:22-23). 

  
5.  The chosen are not those who stumble over the Stone, Christ Himself, as Israel has done (cp. Isaiah 8:14; Isaiah 

28:16). 
  

"Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which 
the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, and a stone of stumbling, and a rock of 
offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed" 
(1 Peter 2:7-8). 

  
6.  The chosen are the persons who believe in Christ. 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
It is comforting to know that God's power to save is not limited to how good we are or how attractive we might 

look. The same God who calls the lost choir member to salvation can also reach down into the depravity of 
humanity and rescue the perishing. 

  
"[Evangelist] Luis Palau tells of a woman in Peru whose life was radically transformed by the power of 

Christ. Rosario was her name. She was a terrorist, a brute of a woman who was an expert in several 
martial arts. In her terrorist activities she had killed twelve policemen. When Luis conducted a crusade in 
Lima, she learned of it and, being incensed at the message of the gospel, made her way to the stadium to 
kill Luis. 

"Inside the stadium, as she contemplated how to get to him, she began to listen to the message he 
preached on hell. She fell under conviction for her sins and embraced Christ as her Savior. Ten years later, 
Luis met this convert for the first time. She had by then assisted in the planting of five churches; was a 
vibrant, active witness and worker in the church; and had founded an orphanage that houses over one 
thousand children."   

  
Heaven will be filled with converted sinners who do not stumble over the Cornerstone, the Lord Jesus Christ. Is 

He your stepping stone or stumblingblock? 
  

"That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life" (John 3:15). 
"Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were 

dead, yet shall he live" (John 11:25). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Do you know who the chosen people of God are? Can you explain this to an unbeliever? 
2.  In simplest terms, what qualifies a person to be called "the chosen"? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
In the final analysis, God is right—always! No matter what you may think, feel, or suspect, God is never wrong. 

Before you get into a situation where you try to rationalize or argue with God, remember these important points that the 
apostle Paul has highlighted: 

  
1.  God is righteous, that is, just (Romans 9:14). 
2.  God has the right to be merciful and just (Romans 9:15-18). 
3.  God has the right to do as He wills (Romans 9:19-21). 
4.  God has the right to put up with evil (unbelieving) men in order to share His glory with some (believing) 

men (Romans 9:22-24). 



5.  God has identified the chosen long ago in prophecy (Romans 9:25-33). 
  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  

Study 4: THE TRAGIC MISTAKE OF ISRAEL: MISSING GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS 
Text: Romans 10:1-11 
Aim: To make absolutely sure of one thing: that you have experienced the true righteousness of God. 
Memory Verse: 
"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 

hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved" (Romans 10:9). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 

⇒ Have you ever headed out on a trip in the wrong direction?  
⇒ Have you ever missed your exit on the interstate and kept right on going? 
⇒ Have you ever turned left when you should have turned right or north when you should have turned 

south? 
  
People make honest mistakes every day while traveling.  But no matter how sincere they are, if they are headed in the 

wrong direction, they will not reach their desired destination.  Missing a turn while driving is one thing.  Missing an 
opportunity to have a relationship with God Himself is something altogether different.   

This passage has two powerful points. It shows the tragic mistake of Israel, and it proclaims the great danger of 
missing God's righteousness. It is an excellent study on God's righteousness. It shows man exactly what has to be done in 
order to receive utopia upon earth, exactly what has to be done to make all things right. It reveals how a man can receive 
righteousness and be saved from death and judgment to live forever. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  There was Paul's desire and Israel's mistake (v.1-3). 
2.  God's righteousness is Jesus Christ (v.4). 
3.  God's righteousness is opposed to man's righteousness, to man's way for reaching God (v.5). 
4.  God's righteousness does not have to seek out a Messiah or a Deliverer (utopia) (v.6-7) 
5.  God's righteousness and salvation are right before a person (v.8-10). 
6.  God's righteousness and salvation deliver a person from shame (v.11). 

  
1.  THERE WAS PAUL'S DESIRE AND ISRAEL'S MISTAKE (v. 1-3). 

  
Paul had a burning desire for Israel's salvation. He loved his people and loved them deeply. 

⇒ The word "desire" means longing, willing, yearning, craving. He craved and yearned to see the salvation 
of his people. If he saw their salvation, his desire would be fulfilled. 

⇒ Note that Paul prayed for Israel's salvation. They could be saved; their rejection of Christ was not 
hopeless. The door of salvation is open to all men, the Jew as well as the Gentile. 

  
APPLICATION: 
The fact that Paul prayed for the salvation of the Jews is a lesson to all believers. We too need to be praying for 

the salvation of the Jews. Why? Because so much of the world's heritage that is good and decent has come from 
the Jews: 

⇒ 
morality 

⇒ the prophets 
⇒ the Son of 



⇒ law 
⇒ the 

Bible 

God, Jesus Christ 
⇒ the true 

religion 
  

"Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews" (John 
4:22). 

  
Now note Israel's great mistake: they had a zeal for God, but it was not based on complete knowledge. 

⇒ The Jews had a great deal of knowledge about God (Romans 2:17f). 
⇒ But the Jews did not have a complete knowledge of God, not full and perfect. They did not have an 

experiential knowledge of the truth. 
  
The point is, the Jews knew some things about God, but their knowledge was only partial. What they knew was 

incomplete; it was not enough. As a result they did not know God personally. 
Why did Israel have an incomplete and imperfect knowledge of God? There are three reasons. 
1.  Israel was ignorant of God's righteousness. They failed to understand... 

•  God's true nature: His holiness and perfection and the utter necessity to be perfect in order to be 
acceptable to Him, to be given the right to live in His presence. 

•  man's true nature: his sin and desperate need for perfect righteousness in order to be acceptable to God, 
to be given the right to live in God's presence. 

•  God's love: His love in sending His Son to save man by providing a perfect righteousness for him. 
  
Very simply, Israel was ignorant of God's method of justification, ignorant as to how a man really becomes acceptable 

to God. 
  

"Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is 
in them, because of the blindness of their heart" (Ephes. 4:18). 

  
2.  Israel went about establishing its own way of righteousness. They sought to make themselves acceptable to God 

through... 
•  rituals 
•  ceremonies 
•  laws 
•  works 

  
They sought to save themselves by being as religious as they could. They felt God would never reject them if they did 

their best. Therefore, they drew up every rule and regulation they could to make themselves religiously good and 
acceptable, and they worked and worked to follow the rules and regulations. They sought to build their own way and route 
to God. 

  
"He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This 

people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me" (Mark 7:6). 
  
3.  Israel refused to submit themselves to the righteousness of God. Very simply, they refused to accept Jesus Christ 

who is God's righteousness. 
  

APPLICATION: 
Note a crucial point: zeal and sincerity are not enough in seeking God. No person or group of people could be 

any more zealous or sincere in seeking God than the Jews. But something else is always needed; zeal and sincerity 
always require one other ingredient: complete knowledge. Zeal and sincerity by themselves cannot reach a 
destination. A person can be as zealous and sincere as possible and still be on the wrong road, never reaching his 
destination. To reach his destination, he must know and travel the right road. 

  
"Who [God] will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there 

is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus" (1 Tim. 2:4-5). 
  



ILLUSTRATION: 
There are many people who sincerely believe that if they do good works they will gain God's acceptance.  But 

those people will miss heaven because they have no knowledge of the true character of a holy God. 
  

"Noah's message from the steps going up to the Ark was not, 'Something good is going to happen to 
you!' 

"Amos was not confronted by the high priest of Israel for proclaiming, 'Confession is possession!' 
"Jeremiah was not put into the pit for preaching, 'I'm O.K., you're O.K.!' 
"Daniel was not put into the lion's den for telling people, 'Possibility thinking will move mountains!' 
"John the Baptist was not forced to preach in the wilderness and eventually beheaded because He 

preached, 'Smile, God loves you!' 
"The two prophets of the tribulation will not be killed for preaching, 'God is in his heaven and all is 

right with the world!' 
"Instead, what was the message of all these men of God?  Simple, one word: 'Repent!'"   

  
No one can force or fake or talk his way into heaven.  The only way is God's way—through His Son, Jesus 

Christ. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  How deep is your burden for family members who do not know Christ?  Do you pray for them regularly, 

with great fervor? 
2.  Why do some believers ignore the serious condition of the lost people around them?  What do you need 

to do to ensure that your heart will not become hardened toward the lost? 
3.  Why is zeal or sincerity not enough to save the lost from their sins?  How is zeal displayed by those who 

are committed to false religions and cults? 
4.  How can you tell if someone really knows Christ personally? 

  
2.  GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS IS JESUS CHRIST (v. 4). 

  
Jesus Christ is the One who puts an end to man's having to seek righteousness through the law. Man no longer has to 

work and work to be acceptable to God, to work and work knowing full well that he is coming up ever so short of God's 
glory and demand. Man no longer has to live under the enslaving power of sin, under its guilt and shame and punishment. 
Man no longer has to live under the weight and pressure of failing, of being ever so unworthy and hopeless, lonely and 
alienated. Man can now be set free and know full well that he is acceptable to God. Man can now have a heart that swells 
with assurance and confidence, the perfect knowledge that he is God's and God is his. Man can know that he is accepted 
as righteous before God. How? Through the righteousness of Jesus Christ. "Christ is the end of the law for righteousness 
to every one that believeth." This means at least three things. 

1.  Christ ended the law in that He is the object toward which the law pointed. All the ceremonies, sacrifices, offerings, 
and purifications led to and pointed toward Christ. 

⇒ The law was a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ. 
  

"Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by 
faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster" (Galatians 3:24-25). 

  
Very simply, the law was never intended to be the way to become righteous and acceptable to God. The law was given 

to point to and lead men to Christ, who is the righteousness of God. 
⇒ The law was but a shadow of the real substance that was to come. 

  
"[The law and its ceremonies] are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ" (Col. 

2:17; cp. Hebrews 9:9). 
  
2.  Christ ended the law in that He fulfilled and completed the law perfectly. He lived under the law, keeping it 

perfectly. He was sinless, obeying every rule and requirement of the law. By fulfilling the law, Jesus Christ has become... 
•  the Ideal Man 
•  the Perfect Man 
•  the Representative Man 



  
"For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 

righteousness of God in him" (2 Cor. 5:21). 
  
3.  Christ ended the law in that he destroyed the penalty and condemnation of the law against man. Christ took the sin 

of man upon Himself to bear the condemnation for man. Christ died for man; He bore the execution of being separated 
from God for man. 

  
"Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it 

out of the way, nailing it to his cross" (Col. 2:14). 
  
However, note a critical point: Christ ends the law for righteousness only for those who believe. A man is justified, that 

is, counted righteous, by God, only if he truly believes that Jesus Christ is the righteousness of God. 
  

APPLICATION: 
Jesus Christ is the righteousness of God. The law finds its perfection in Jesus Christ. He is the very 

embodiment of all that God wants man to be. Therefore, man should no longer look to the law for his 
righteousness. Man should no longer look to the law as the way to reach God and to secure God's favor. Man 
should now look to Jesus Christ and approach God through Jesus Christ. 

  
"For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth" (Romans 10:4). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  If Christ had not paid the penalty for your sin, what would you (and everyone else) be facing at death? 
2.  Do you show your appreciation to God for His great sacrifice for you?  What is the best way you can 

show your thankfulness? 
  

3.  GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS IS OPPOSED TO MAN'S RIGHTEOUSNESS, TO MAN'S WAY FOR 
REACHING GOD (v. 5). 

  
Man tries to reach God by law and works, by simply doing the very best he can. However, there is a terrible flaw in 

this approach. Moses was the first to point out the flaw: the man who lives by the law must keep the law, and keep it 
perfectly (cp. Lev. 18:5). 

  
"The man which doeth those things shall live by them" (Romans 10:5). 
"For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one 

that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them" (Galatians 3:10). 
  
The point is this. There are only two ways to become righteous. A person can become righteous... 

•  by keeping the law perfectly, by never sinning in act, word, or thought (if a person could keep the law 
perfectly—never sinning even once—he could be declared righteous) 

•  by trusting in the righteousness of a Person who has lived a sinless life and who stands before us as the 
Ideal Man, the Ideal Man who can represent us before God 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  If you could become righteous by being obedient to the law, would you ever achieve 
righteousness?  Why or why not? 

2.  What is the ultimate satisfaction or reward for obeying the law? Of believing and obeying Christ? 
3.  Is it easier to obey the law or Christ?  Why do so many men continue to choose the harder road? 

  
4.  GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS DOES NOT HAVE TO SEEK OUT A MESSIAH OR A DELIVERER 

(UTOPIA) (v. 6-7). 
  
Note the contrast between heaven and the deep or abyss. This is a picture of the summit and the pit, of the very best 

and the very worst. Men search... 
•  for the height of heaven: for life and joy and pleasure, for the very best, for their utopia 



•  for the answer to death and hell: for the release and freedom from death and the sense of judgment—for 
their utopia 

  
Another way to say the same thing is this: men search for righteousness, that is, for everything to be right. If they can 

achieve righteousness and make everything right, then they will have their utopia.  
The point is this. Man's search for life or for utopia is really a search for a deliverer who can do two things: ascend into 

heaven to bring utopia down to earth and descend into the depths to conquer sin, death, and hell (cp. Deut. 30:11-13.  Cp. 
Psalm 139:6-9; Proverbs 24:7; Amos 9:2.) Men are really searching for a true Messiah, for Christ Himself. 

  
APPLICATION: 
A person does not have to scale heaven nor fathom the deep to be saved. If he did, he would be lost eternally, 

for no man can penetrate heaven to secure righteousness or go into the depths to conquer death and hell. No man 
can work hard enough to climb up into heaven or labor enough to conquer death and hell. No man or combination 
of men can penetrate the spiritual world and dimension or transform man into a perfect being so that he never has 
to die and face judgment. Righteousness—man being right and perfect—is beyond the grasp of man's efforts. 

  
"Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? Who hath gathered the wind in his fists? Who 

hath bound the waters in a garment? Who hath established all the ends of the earth? What is his 
name, and what is his son's name, if thou canst tell?" (Proverbs 30:4). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Since righteousness is found only in Jesus Christ, what is the hardest thing a person has to do in order to 
be saved, to become righteous? 

2.  How can you share the simplicity of God's plan for becoming righteous with an unbeliever? 
  

5.  GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS AND SALVATION ARE RIGHT BEFORE A PERSON (v. 8-10) (cp. Deut. 
30:14) 

  
Jesus Christ is the Deliverer who has ascended into heaven and brought utopia down to man, and He is the Savior who 

has descended into the depths to conquer death and hell (Romans 10:9).  
  

"Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 
(Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? He that 
descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things)" (Ephes. 4:8-
10). 

  
Since Christ has come, the gospel does not require man to scale the heavens nor to fathom the great abyss. Such 

requirements would be impossible. The gospel only demands faith and open confession that Christ has done both. Why 
would God commission His Son to go to such limits for man? Simply because God loves man that much (John 3:16; 
Romans 5:8). 

The means to have all that a man desires—righteousness, salvation, and utopia—are found within man's mouth and 
heart. Man has to do three simple things to be counted righteous and acceptable by God. He has to do three simple things 
to be saved from sin, death, and hell, and to receive utopia: 

1.  Man must confess with his mouth the Lord Jesus. He must confess that Jesus Christ is the Lord from heaven (cp. 
Romans 10:6.) 

  
"And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man 

which is in heaven" (John 3:13). 
  
2.  Man must believe that God raised Jesus from the dead. He must believe that Jesus Christ... 

•  died for man 
•  was raised up from the dead because He perfectly satisfied God's demand for justice 

  
God's holiness and justice were perfectly satisfied with the death of Jesus Christ. God was perfectly satisfied with 

Christ taking man's sin upon Himself and bearing the punishment of sin for man. 
  



"Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification" (Romans 4:25). 
  
3.  Man must believe with the heart and then confess with the mouth. A man believes unto righteousness; that is, a man 

believes in Jesus Christ, and God takes that man's faith and counts it as righteousness. Then the man confesses Christ to 
salvation; that is, he is saved by openly confessing Christ. No man can deny God's Son and expect God to save him. 

  
"Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in 

heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven" 
(Matthew 10:32-33). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  A lot of men profess Christ but do not confess Christ.  What is the difference?  Why is confession 
necessary? 

2.  Is it asking too much of a person to believe that God actually raised Jesus Christ from the dead?  Why or 
why not?  What is so important about believing it? 

  
6.  GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS AND SALVATION DELIVER A PERSON FROM SHAME (v. 11) (cp. 

Isaiah 28:16). 
  
Note two points. 
1.  Whoever believes in Christ is saved. The gospel is available to all, both Jew and Gentile. The gospel is the message 

of God's righteousness and salvation to the whole world. The gospel is universal. 
  

"In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come 
unto me, and drink" (John 7:37). 

"Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; 
yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price" (Isaiah 55:1). 

  
2.  The true believer is not ashamed.  

a. He is not ashamed to face God, for he is covered with the righteousness of Christ. 
  

"But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts 
thereof" (Romans 13:14). 

  
b. He is not ashamed to confess Christ before men. He readily confesses the glorious life and assurance God 

has given him in Christ Jesus the Lord. 
  

"But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth" (Acts 1:8). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
If you are a Christian believer, you have no reason to be ashamed of living for Christ before men.  A lack of 

confidence in the power of the gospel will keep you from experiencing the victorious Christian life. 
  

"On July 15, 1986, Roger Clemens, the sizzling right-hander for the Boston Red Sox, started his first 
All-Star Game.  In the second inning he came to bat, something he hadn't done in years because of the 
American League's designated-hitter rule [pitchers were not usually allowed to bat].  He took a few 
uncertain practice swings and then looked out at his forbidding opponent, Dwight Gooden, who the 
previous year had won the Cy Young award. 

"Gooden wound up and threw a white-hot fastball past Clemens.  With an embarrassed smile on his 
face, Clemens stepped out of the [batter's] box and asked catcher Gary Carter, 'Is that what my pitches 
look like?' 

"'You bet it is!' replied Carter.  Although Clemens quickly struck out, he went on to pitch three perfect 
innings and be named the game's most valuable player.  From that day on, he later said, with a fresh 
reminder of how overpowering a good fastball is, he pitched with far greater boldness. 



"Sometimes we forget the Holy Spirit within us and how powerful our witness can be.  The gospel has 
supernatural power—when we speak it in confidence."   

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Can you explain in simple terms how the righteousness of Christ covers you in God's eyes?  Why is it 
critical to grasp this concept? 

2.  Why are so many believers ashamed to share their faith?  What can you do to increase your boldness in 
witnessing for Christ? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
Every man without exception has sinned and come short of God's perfection.  Mankind has turned from a relationship 

with God to a life poisoned by depravity, a life filled with sin.  But thankfully, God has made a way for us to keep from 
missing God's righteousness.  The way is the righteousness of Christ. 

  
1.  There was Paul's desire and Israel's mistake. 
2.  God's righteousness is Jesus Christ. 
3.  God's righteousness is opposed to man's righteousness, to man's way for reaching God. 
4.  God's righteousness does not have to seek out a Messiah or a Deliverer (utopia). 
5.  God's righteousness and salvation are right before a person. 
6.  God's righteousness and salvation deliver a person from shame. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  

Study 5: THE GOSPEL (RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH) IS NOT FOR ISRAEL ALONE—IT IS 
UNIVERSAL 

Text: Romans 10:12-21 
Aim: To be an effective witness to this fact: the gospel is meant for all people and needed by all people. 
Memory Verse: 
"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Romans 10:13). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
The great majority of parents with more than one child will tell you this: "My kids are as different as night and 

day."  And yet the same parents would testify (or should) that they love their children equally.  Through most of the 
children's growing years, the parents are giving of themselves willingly and selflessly—to all children equally.  Yet a 
certain number of the children will choose to rebel and disobey while their siblings are enjoying peaceful and happy 
relationships with their parents.  What is the difference?  The same things are offered to every individual—but some 
accept and some reject.  Some children, just like the Jews who rejected Christ, think their own way is better than what has 
been offered.  And just like the Jews, their choice is harmful and potentially fatal. 

Author Max Lucado speaks honestly and to the point when he says... 
  

"If there are a thousand steps between us and God, He will take all but one.  He will leave the final one for 
us.  The choice is ours."   

  
God loves the whole world and every person in it.  His love is not limited to any one nation or people or type of 

person.  The gospel is universal; it is for the whole world. 
  



OUTLINE: 
1.  Proof 1: the Lord treats all men just alike (v.12). 
2.  Proof 2: all men are saved by the same promise (v.13). 
3.  Proof 3: the world cannot be saved apart from the gospel (v.14-15). 
4.  Proof 4: Scripture says the gospel is universal (v.16-17). 
5.  Proof 5: Israel's disobedience proves the gospel is universal (v.18-21). 

  
1.  PROOF 1: THE LORD TREATS ALL MEN JUST ALIKE (v. 12). 

  
1.  There is no distinction between men, not in God's eyes. All men are related to God in the very same way. In God's 

eyes, all men... 
•  are His creatures 
•  are sinful and alienated from Him 
•  are loved by Him 
•  are saved only through the righteousness provided by His Son 

  
God does not save one man a certain way and another man some other way; neither does God reject a man because he 

is a Jew or a Greek. God does not show partiality; He has no favorites. No person is favored over another person in being 
saved or condemned. 

  
"But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such 

things" (Romans 2:2). 
"Is it fit to say to a king, Thou art wicked? and to princes, Ye are ungodly? How much less to him that 

accepteth not the persons of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor? For they all are the work 
of his hands" (Job 34:18-19). 

  
2.  The Lord God is "rich to all that call upon Him." Scripture clearly declares: 
  

"The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth" 
(Exodus 34:6; cp. 2 Chron. 30:9; Psalm 103:8; Psalm 116:5; Psalm 145:8; Joel 2:13). 

  
The Lord God is rich in mercy and grace and in all else that is good and beneficial. He is so generous and so wealthy 

that every good gift and every perfect gift that exists in the world has flowed from His mercy and grace (James 1:17). 
Note two significant points. 

a. God has enough supply to richly bless all who call upon Him. There is no limit to the riches of His grace. 
  

"In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of his grace" (Ephes. 1:7). 

"But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come he 
might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus" 
(Ephes. 2:4-7). 

  
b. A man must call upon God to receive the riches of God's mercy and grace. (See note— Romans 10:13 for 

discussion.) 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Why does God refuse to play favorites?  What would be the danger if He did play favorites? 
2.  Do you think God loves you more than someone who is practicing gross sin?  Considering the sin in 

your own life, are you not glad that God is impartial? 
3.  Verse 12 tells us that God is rich to all who call upon Him.  Does this necessarily mean 

materially?  Which of God's blessings are most valuable to you as a believer?  Do you ever miss out on God's 
blessings because you do not call on Him? 

  
2.  PROOF 2: ALL MEN ARE SAVED BY THE SAME PROMISE (v. 13). 



  
Note that this promise was foretold in the Old Testament (Joel 2:32). This verse is one of the great promises of God. 

God loves every person, no matter his nationality or race. God is not willing that any person should perish; He wants 
every person to be saved (2 Peter 3:9). In fact, God promises salvation to every man if the man will do just one thing: 
"Call upon the name of the Lord." Note what God says. 

1.  "Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." The word "whosoever" means anyone and 
everyone, no matter who they are. 

⇒ It means any person, any nationality, any race, any color. 
⇒ It means any person from any environment, condition, background, country, government, or family. 
⇒ It means any person, whether immoral or moral, unjust or just, bad or good, poor or wealthy, mean or 

nice, lonely or befriended, unpopular or popular, deformed or attractive, diseased or healthy, needful or 
without need. 

  
"Whosoever" means that any person can be saved no matter who he is. No matter how terrible a person and his 

circumstances may be, he can be saved. He may be in the depths of the inner city or in the depths of the jungle, and he 
may be enslaved by the most terrible spirit of sin and evil imaginable—God can still save him.  

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Do you really believe that "whosoever" means any person?  Too many people try to complicate the issue by 

adding to the interpretation of Scripture.  The gospel is so simple, yet so profound.  So available, yet so 
unacceptable by so many. 

  
"A leading manufacturing company developed a new cake mix that required only water to be 

added.  Tests were run, surveys were made, and the cake mix was found to be of superior quality to the 
other mixes available.  It tasted good, it was easy to use, and it made a moist, tender cake.  The company 
spent large sums of money on an advertising campaign and then released the cake mix to the general 
market.  But few people bought the new cake mix. 

"The company then spent more money on a survey to find out why the cake mix didn't sell.  Based on the 
results of this survey, the company recalled the mix, reworked the formula, and released the revised cake 
mix.  The new cake mix required that one add not only water, but also an egg.  It sold like hot cakes and is 
now a leading product in the field.  You see, the first cake mix was just too simple to be believable.  People 
would not accept it.  The same is true of salvation by grace."   

  
God's words are simple and clear: "Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 

saved."  Nothing more. Nothing less. 
  

"Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that 
begat loveth him also that is begotten of him" (1 John 5:1). 

  
2. "Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." To "call upon the name of the Lord" means at 

least two things. 
a. It means that a person calls upon the name of Lord Jesus Christ: he reaches out; he takes action; he 

believes Jesus Christ can and will save him. It means that the person looks upon and believes that Jesus Christ 
is the Savior of the world, that He is the Son of God who came to earth to save men. Very simply, it means that 
a person believes the message of John 3:16. 

  
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 
  

b. It means that a person calls Jesus Christ Lord, that he looks upon Jesus as the Lord God of the universe 
and upon himself as His servant. It means that a person surrenders and dedicates himself to serve Jesus Christ 
throughout life—in everything and through everything, no matter the cost. To "call upon the name of the Lord" 
means total surrender and dedication of all one is and has. 

  
"And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 

cross daily, and follow me" (Luke 9:23). 



  
3. "Whosoever shall call...shall be saved"—delivered, made whole, preserved. From what does man need to be saved 

and delivered and preserved? From being lost, from sin,  from enemies and dangers, from aging and wasting away (both 
physically and mentally), from deterioration and decay, from death and hell. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  God excludes no person from His offer of salvation.  Is there any person with whom you would not be 
willing to share the gospel?  What lesson should this teach you about prejudice? 

2.  Why is it important to call upon the name of the Lord? 
3.  Exactly what is it that God has saved you from? 

  
3.  PROOF 3: THE WORLD CANNOT BE SAVED APART FROM THE GOSPEL (v. 14-15). 

  
Remember what has just been said: "Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." "Whosoever" 

refers to the whole world. But note the critical point: a person has to "call" in order to be saved. A person cannot "call 
upon the name of the Lord" unless he has heard about the Lord. Therefore, the gospel has to be carried to the whole world. 
This is the point of the present two verses. 

1.  The world cannot call or believe or hear without a preacher. To prove the point, Scripture reverses the order of what 
actually happens. 

a. How can a person call on Jesus Christ if he has not believed in Him? It is impossible. Even in dealing 
with secular purposes, a person has to really believe in the purpose before he will give his life to it. Imagine 
giving all one is and has! No person is going to do that unless he really believes in something. The same is true 
in dealing with the Lord. No person is going to call upon the Lord to save him, nor is any person going to 
surrender and dedicate all he is and has to the Lord, unless he truly believes in the Lord. 

b. How can a person believe in Christ if he has not heard about Christ? How can a person know that Jesus 
Christ came to earth to die for his sins and that Jesus Christ arose from the dead conquering death so that he 
might live eternally? Is a person born with the knowledge about Jesus Christ? 

⇒ Picture the native in the depths of the jungle. Does he know that God's Son died for his sins? 
Was he born with knowledge of Jesus Christ? The answer is obvious: No! The native in the depths of 
the jungle has to hear before he can believe and call upon the Lord to save him. 

⇒ Picture the man in the depths of the inner city, the city dweller who has never been exposed to 
the gospel, who has interest only in the things of the city and the world. Does he know that God's Son 
died for his sins? The answer is obvious: No! Not if he has never heard. The city dweller has to hear 
before he can believe and call upon the Lord to save him. 

⇒ Picture the religionist in the depths of religion, the religionist who has never been exposed to the 
clear-cut presentation of the gospel, who has only heard about the life of Jesus and the form, 
ceremony, and ritual of religion. Does the religionist know that God's Son died to set him free from 
sin, death, and hell so that he might not serve sin any more? The answer is obvious: No! Not if he has 
never heard a clear-cut presentation of the gospel. Even the religionist has to hear before he can truly 
believe and truly call upon the Lord to save him. (What an indictment and warning to Christian 
ministers and teachers—a warning to present the gospel in simple, clear-cut terms.) 

c. How can a person hear without a preacher? How can a person hear that Jesus Christ died for him if a 
preacher or some Christian does not tell him? To hear anything requires a person who either speaks or writes. 
To receive communication requires a communicator. To hear a message requires a messenger. The message of 
the Lord Jesus Christ must be carried to the world, but in order to be carried, a messenger is needed. Christian 
believers must preach the message if people are to hear the message. 

2.  Now note that the basis of missions and evangelism is the preacher or witness himself. In the present context the 
word "preacher" means any believer who bears witness to the Lord Jesus Christ. It takes a preacher to proclaim the 
message of the Lord Jesus so that people can hear and believe and call upon Him. However, note what this verse says: the 
preacher cannot preach unless he is sent. 

a. God is the One who sends forth preachers and witnesses of the Lord Jesus Christ. God is the One who 
commissions, qualifies, and instructs the preachers and witnesses of the gospel. 

  
"Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring 

forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my 
name, he may give it you" (John 15:16). 



  
b. Christian believers, as well as God, have a part in sending forth laborers. We are to pray for laborers 

(Matthew 9:37). 
⇒ We are to go forth ourselves. 

  
"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world" (Matthew 
28:19-20). 

  
⇒ We are to pray for laborers. 

  
"Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are 

few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his 
harvest" (Matthew 9:37-38). 

  
c. We are to give to meet the needs of the world. 

  
"But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels 

of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?" (1 John 3:17). 
  
3.  The gospel is the message of peace and "glad tidings of good things." Note three points. 

a. The message of the gospel is peace. 
  

"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid" (John 14:27). 

  
b. The message of the gospel is "glad tidings of good things." 

  
"I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly" (John 

10:10). 
  

c. The feet of the preacher and witness are beautiful; that is, they are a welcome sight to the world. The 
world desperately needs the message of peace and the glad tidings of good things. 

  
"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 

publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, 
Thy God reigneth!" (Isaiah 52:7). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Why is it so critically important for the gospel to be preached to every person, in every place? 
2.  What is your specific role in sharing the gospel with the world?  How effective have you been in 

fulfilling your role?  Could you do more? 
3.  How faithful have you been to pray for those who labor for Christ?  What difference would it make in 

your church if everyone were committed to praying for world evangelization?  Does God expect intercessory 
prayer for those who do His work? 

4.  The message of the gospel is peace and glad tidings of good things.  Is this how you present the 
gospel?  Do you bear a positive testimony that your message is truly "good news"? 

  
4.  PROOF 4: SCRIPTURE SAYS THE GOSPEL IS UNIVERSAL (v. 16-17). 

  
Isaiah says that many Jews did not "believe the report [message] of God" (cp. Isaiah 53:1). Therefore, they prove that 

salvation is not by race, heritage, tradition, religion, institution, nor works established by the Jewish nation or any other 
people. 

Note a second thing: Isaiah used the phrase, "believing our report." Isaiah was saying that believing the message is the 
way of salvation. The message was to stir faith. 



  
There are three steps involved in faith. 
1.  The step of hearing. A man must be willing to listen to the message of Christ. 
  

"But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear" (Matthew 13:16). 
  
2.  The step of mental assent. A man must agree that the message is true, that the facts of the case are thus and so. But 

this is not enough. Mere agreement does not lead to action. Many a person knows that something is true, but he does not 
change his behavior to match his knowledge. For example, a man knows that eating too much harms his body, but he may 
continue to eat too much. He is a double-minded man: he agrees to the truth and knows the truth, but he does nothing 
about it. This man still does not have faith, not the kind of faith that the Bible talks about. 

  
"Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his 

creatures" (James 1:18). 
  
3.  The step of commitment. A man must make a personal commitment to the truth. When the New Testament speaks 

of faith, it speaks of commitment. A man hears the truth, agrees that it is true, and does something about it. He commits 
and yields his life to the truth. The truth becomes a part of his very being, a part of his behavior and life.  

  
Saving faith is believing in the name of Jesus Christ and committing your life to Him. It is trusting Jesus Christ, 

completely putting your trust in Him, who He is and what He has done. It is casting your life into His hands, believing He 
will take care of your past (sins), present (looking after), and future (delivering from death unto life eternal). 

  
"That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life" (John 3:15). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What lessons can you learn from the mistakes of the Jews, from their unbelief?  How are you to pray for 
the Jew who has not accepted Jesus Christ as the Messiah? 

2.  Many people have heard the gospel but still reject its message.  What excuses have you heard from 
unbelievers?  What excuses did you have before you came to Christ? 

3.  How would you explain the difference between mental assent (just acknowledging something is true) 
and "saving faith" to an unbeliever? 

  
A CLOSER LOOK # 1 
(10:16) Faith—Obedience: note that the gospel is to be obeyed. Obedience and belief are synonymous terms when 

dealing with the gospel. A person who truly believes in Jesus Christ will obey Him. There is no such thing... 
•  as true belief without obedience 
•  as truly believing in Jesus Christ and not following Him 
•  as truly believing Jesus Christ has forgiven your sin and continuing to live in sin 
•  as truly believing the gospel and living like the world 

  
"Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 

unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty" (2 Cor. 6:17-18). 

"And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey 
him" (Hebrews 5:9). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  It was William Shakespeare who said that life is a stage.  Claiming to be a believer places you on a 
stage.  Those who observe you often make up their minds about Christianity—to accept it or to reject it—
based upon your behavior.  As non-Christians look at you, do they see... 

•  a believer whose actions speak louder than words? 
•  a believer who is faithful to serve his Lord? 
•  a believer whose lifestyle is different from the rest of the world? 
•  a believer who really cares about the needs of people—spiritual, emotional, and physical needs? 

2.  What is the impact of claiming to be a Christian and then refusing to obey the Lord? 



  
5.  PROOF 5: ISRAEL'S DISOBEDIENCE PROVES THE GOSPEL IS UNIVERSAL (v. 18-21). 

  
Why did Israel not obey the gospel? 
1.  Israel's disobedience was not because they did not hear the Word of God (Romans 10:18). The very opposite is true. 

Israel was the very custodian of the Scriptures, the very people whom God had chosen to bring salvation to the world. No 
matter where the Jewish people were scattered, they had the Word of God and heard it. (Note that Paul quotes Psalm 19:4 
as Scriptural proof of what he says.) 

2.  Israel's disobedience was not because the people did not know the truth (Romans 10:19). They knew the truth, and 
they had a dynamic example and demonstration of the truth. They had the example of the Gentiles who turned to the 
gospel in great numbers. 

Note how Scripture words this: "I will provoke you to jealousy." Israel had the stirrings of jealousy and envy to help 
them turn to the gospel. They heard and knew. Their disobedience to the gospel was not because they were ignorant of the 
gospel. The gospel was actually lived out before their faces in the person of Jesus Christ and in the Gentiles turning to 
Christ for salvation. (Again, Paul supports his point from the Old Testament, Deut. 32:21; Isaiah 65:1.) 

3.  Israel's rejection was because they were a disobedient and obstinate people. Note how good God had been to Israel. 
a. God "stretched forth His hands": inviting; offering forgiveness, peace, and reconciliation; pleading and 

begging for Israel to return to Him. 
b. God pleaded "all day long": being patient, longsuffering, and forbearing; waiting until the last moment to 

turn away. 
  

"Come, and let us return unto the Lord: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, 
and he will bind us up" (Hosea 6:1). 

  
Nevertheless, Israel refused and rejected God's gracious invitations. Israel chose to remain disobedient and obstinate. 

They closed their minds despite the clear evidence and refused to consider the truth of Christ as the true Savior of the 
world. 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
God is not at fault when a man or a nation rejects the offer of salvation.  Instead, the fault lies solely with sinful 

men who refuse to heed and obey the Word of God. 
  

"An unbeliever once ridiculed the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ by saying, 'If Jesus Christ is able 
to save to the uttermost, why is it that there are so many unbelievers?'  The Christian to whom he was 
speaking stopped a very dirty little boy who was passing by and turning to the unbeliever said, 'Can you 
blame soap and water for the filth of this boy?'  It was available to all, but only those who accept it 
experience its regeneration power."   

  
Unfortunately, Israel is not alone in its disobedience. Throughout the generations, men have heard the truth 

proclaimed and still rejected it.  But they have no one to blame but themselves. 
  

"But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin" (Hebrews 3:13). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Why does anyone who has heard the Word of God and knows the truth fail to obey God?  Is any excuse 
acceptable?  How is Israel's failure a warning to you? 

2.  Do you ever push God to the limit with your disobedience—whether it be sins of commission or sins of 
omission? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
The gospel is for everyone.  The glorious love of God has not been reserved for only a select group of people.  Just 

think about it for a moment: If God saved you, He can save anyone, can't He? 
  

Proof 1: the Lord treats all men just alike. 



Proof 2: all men are saved by the same promise. 
Proof 3: the world cannot be saved apart from the gospel. 
Proof 4: Scripture says the gospel is universal. 
Proof 5: Israel's disobedience proves the gospel is universal. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  

Study 6: THE CALLOUS ON ISRAEL'S HEART IS NOT TOTAL—THERE IS A REMNANT 
Text: Romans 11:1-10 
Aim: To gain the most comforting assurance: you are a part of God's true remnant, one of His true 

believers and followers. 
Memory Verse: 
"Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace" 

(Romans 11:5). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
What would your life be like... 

•  if you were ignored by everyone around you? 
•  if your morals were seen by the public as "outdated convictions"? 
•  if right were called prudish and wrong were called acceptable and lawful? 
•  if your values were judged as being "politically incorrect"? 
•  if respect for God was removed by evil men from every visible domain (like schools, media, government, 

etc.)? 
•  if you felt like you were the only one who was trying to follow God? 

  
If you have felt any of these, your experience is common with believers from every generation.  But throughout the 

ages, one thing has remained true:  God will always have a witness—a people called by Him and committed to Him.  In 
spite of what you feel or have personally experienced, God remains faithful to His glorious promises...all of them! 

  
There is a glorious hope both for Israel and for the world. God's promises are always fulfilled. The callous on Israel's 

heart is not total—there is a remnant, a small group of believers who have remained true to the faith, who have believed 
in the promise of the Messiah and Savior. The callous on any people's heart is not total—there can be a remnant. God will 
have His witnesses among all people. People everywhere can be saved if they will turn to God's Son, Jesus Christ. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Israel was disobedient (v.1). 
2.  Proof 1: Paul himself was part of the remnant (v.1). 
3.  Proof 2: God's foreknowledge guarantees a remnant (v.2). 
4.  Proof 3: Elijah foresaw the remnant (v.2-4). 
5.  Proof 4: there is a remnant at this present time—a strong assertion (v.5). 
6.  Proof 5: God's grace assures a remnant (v.6-10). 

  
1.  ISRAEL WAS DISOBEDIENT (v. 1). 

  
Israel was disobedient to God, gripped by an obstinate unbelief (cp. Romans 10:21). The nation as a whole did not 

believe or obey God. They even rejected God's own Son (John 1:11). How can this fact be reconciled with the fact that 
Israel is God's people? Note that even in this verse they are called "His people" (Romans 11:1). 



⇒ God had given birth to Israel through Abraham and had made some great promises to the nation through 
Abraham. 

⇒ "In Isaac shall thy seed be called" (Romans 11:7). 
⇒ God had even promised that He would never cast off His people: "For the LORD will not cast off his 

people, neither will he forsake his inheritance" (Psalm 94:14). 
  
In light of this, is it not inconsistent and is it not denying God's Word to teach that Israel is not saved, that Israel is no 

longer the people of God? To ask the question as Paul asked: "Has God cast away His people?" The words "cast away" 
mean to push away, to thrust away, to repel, to repudiate. The idea is to utterly, totally, and finally cast away. Has God 
utterly cast away the Jews? Paul shouts: "God forbid." It is impossible! It must never be! It can never be! God has not 
broken and violated His Word to Israel. But God's promises to Israel did not mean that all Jews were locked in to salvation 
no matter how sinful and disobedient they were. It did not mean that an unbelieving and disobedient Jew was acceptable 
to God simply because he had been born a Jew. God's promises were intended for those who believed and obeyed Him. 
The people who believed and obeyed Him have always been "His people." Paul gives five proofs to show that God has not 
rejected every Jew. God accepts and fulfills His promises to all those who believe and obey Him. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Some people feel they will be saved because of their heritage, because they have a godly parent or 
spouse or someone else close.  But what does the example of Israel show about this? 

2.  Who are the only ones who can legitimately claim God's promises? 
  

2.  PROOF 1: PAUL HIMSELF WAS PART OF THE REMNANT (v. 1). 
  
God had not totally rejected Israel. There was a remnant of godly and obedient believers in Israel. Paul himself is proof 

of the glorious fact. 
1.  Paul was a pure Jew, a true descendant of Abraham, not a mere proselyte; and he was of the elite, of the 

Benjaminite aristocracy.  
2.  Paul was part of the remnant of God. He was claiming to be a true child of God, a true son of Abraham, one of the 

sons whom God had not cast away. Therefore, he himself was proof that God had not cast away His people. (Cp. Acts 
9:1-19; Acts 22:1-6; Acts 26:12-18 for Paul's conversion.) 

  
"And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for 

thee to kick against the pricks. And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? 
And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do" (Acts 
9:5-6). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Paul claimed to be a part of God's remnant.  Was his claim legitimate? 
2.  Does your family heritage have a part in keeping you out of God's kingdom?  Does it have a part in 

getting you into God's kingdom? 
  

3.  PROOF 2: GOD'S FOREKNOWLEDGE GUARANTEES A REMNANT (v. 2). 
  
Very simply stated, God Himself guarantees a remnant; He saves those whom He foreknows. Remember, this is not 

saying that God chooses some for heaven and others for a terrible hell. What God wants believers to do is to take heart, 
for He has assured their salvation. God is going to complete His purpose for believers: "That Christ might be the firstborn 
[have the preeminence] among many brethren" (Romans 8:29). 

  
"For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 

might be the firstborn among many brethren" (Romans 8:29). 
"Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto 

obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied" (1 Peter 
1:2). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 



How can a believer have assurance, real assurance, that God will not save him today and lose him 
tomorrow?  What circumstances would cause God to change his mind about you? 

  
"The story is told of an elderly grandfather who was very wealthy.  Because he was going deaf, he 

decided to buy a hearing aid.  Two weeks later he stopped at the store where he had bought it and told the 
manager he could now pick up conversation quite easily, even in the next room.  'Your relatives must be 
happy to know that you can hear so much better,' beamed the delighted proprietor.' 

"'Oh, I haven't told them yet,' the man chuckled.  'I've just been sitting around listening—and you know 
what?  I've changed my will twice!' 

"God is not like a dear old grandfather who hears only when we speak clearly and directly to him.  He 
always hears us.  And his attitude toward us is not changed by what he hears, because we stand before him 
by grace."   

  
God has guaranteed a remnant.  God has guaranteed to keep what He saved before time began.  Have you taken 

the right steps toward being a part of His holy remnant? 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Why is a proper understanding of God's foreknowledge important in understanding your salvation? 
2.  Does God's guarantee of a remnant give you license to live as you please after you have been saved? 
3.  How would you explain God's foreknowledge to someone who worried about the future? 

  
4.  PROOF 3: ELIJAH FORESAW THE REMNANT (v. 2-4). 

  
This is proof from the very highest authority among men, the authority of Scripture itself. From the very beginning, 

Scripture clearly says that not all Israel was saved, but only a remnant truly followed God. This is clearly seen in Elijah's 
experience (1 Kings 19:9-18). His day was a terrible day of sin and apostasy, and he himself was being marked for death 
because he refused to stop his preaching of righteousness. In a moment of extreme pressure and uncertainty, he cried out 
to God in prayer wondering if he was the only godly person left in Israel. God assured Elijah by telling him there were 
still seven thousand godly believers in the nation. The point is this: in Elijah's day the vast majority of people were as they 
are today—disobedient and disloyal to God, rejecting and denying God, controlling their own lives and following after the 
man-made, humanistic gods of this earth. But there was a remnant, a few who were loyal and obedient to God. There were 
only seven thousand; nevertheless, there was a remnant, a few who were trusting God to fulfill His promises to them. 

  
APPLICATION 1: 
Note two revealing facts: 

⇒ Many stray away from God and reject Him—many within a nation, a state, a city, a 
neighborhood, a family, a religious body! 

⇒ God always has His few, His promised remnant, who do obey and remain loyal to Him! 
  

"Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us" (Hebrews 12:1). 

  
APPLICATION 2: 
Note how the image of a nation is determined by the life-style of the majority. The wickedness of the majority 

in Israel overshadowed the godliness of the few. Even Elijah, the great prophet of God, was unaware of the seven 
thousand godly scattered throughout the nation. Yet they were there. God will never leave Himself without a 
witness, nor will He ever leave His people without fellow laborers throughout the world. We may not know about 
each other, but we can rest assured there are other witnesses scattered around, witnesses who are bearing testimony 
for the Lord Jesus. God has His remnant, His faithful few. 

  
"Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people" (Proverbs 14:34). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  As a Christian believer, there are times when you might feel all alone in this world.  When you feel this 
way, what are some specific things you need to do? 



2.  When the evil and depravity of this world get to you, how can the Scriptures bring you comfort? 
  
A CLOSER LOOK # 1 
(11:2) Israel, Remnant: Elijah foresaw the remnant in 1 Kings 19:9-18.  Other prophets also saw the remnant: Isaiah 

(Isaiah 1:9; Isaiah 4:3; Isaiah 11:16; Isaiah 37:4), Jeremiah (Jeremiah 6:9; Jeremiah 23:3; Jeremiah 3:7), Ezekiel (Ezekiel 
14:14, 20, 22), Amos (Amos 9:8-12), Micah (Micah 2:12; Micah 5:3), Zephaniah (Zeph. 2:9; Zeph. 3:12-13). 

  
5.  PROOF 4: THERE IS A REMNANT AT THIS PRESENT TIME—A STRONG ASSERTION (v. 5). 

  
"There is a remnant." There is no question about the fact. Note why: because of the "election of grace." What does this 

mean? If there were a remnant in Israel in the day of Elijah, there is bound to be a remnant of believers today. Why? 
Because of grace: the grace of God in Jesus Christ has now come to earth, and the Spirit of God is actively at work 
making God's grace known. 

  
"For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying 

ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; looking 
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works" (Titus 2:11-14). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  In a world that is under a cloud of darkness, full of sin, and given over to perversity, what proof could 
you offer that there is truly a remnant of people who love God? 

2.  Can the world ever be so evil that God would not be able to find a remnant?  Why or why not? 
  

6.  PROOF 5: GOD'S GRACE ASSURES A REMNANT (v. 6-10). 
  
A person is not saved because he merits or works for salvation. No man deserves God's grace. No one deserves being 

chosen by God for anything. God does not bestow His grace upon a man because a man deserves or earns grace. A man 
does not secure God's acceptance because he wills or runs after God (John 1:12). God has mercy upon a man because He 
is a gracious God. If a man were saved because of works, then salvation... 

•  would not be by grace (of God) but by works (of man) 
•  would remove grace (God) from the picture and put works (man) in the forefront 

  
Very simply, God would no longer be necessary, for man would be saving himself. If by some figment of the 

imagination and scientific work man could save himself by figuring out how to live eternally, then God Himself would 
not be needed. In fact, neither grace nor works would be necessary, for man would have reached perfection. The absurdity 
of such a possibility is clearly seen. 

The point is this: it is God's grace that saves men. Therefore, God will see to it that there is always a remnant of 
believers in Israel. The vast majority of Jews stumbled and fell at the snare of works (Romans 11:6), but the callous on 
Israel's heart is not total. There is a remnant. Note two points. 

1.  The vast majority of Israel did not obtain righteousness, but the chosen few did. 
⇒ Most sought after righteousness, but they failed to secure it because they sought it by works. 
⇒ However, the elect have obtained righteousness. That is, the saved can know that they are accepted as 

righteous before God. How? Through the righteousness of Jesus Christ. "Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth." 

  
2.  Israel is accused and condemned by Scripture of three terrible things. 

⇒ Of being drowsy and condemned to drowsiness (Isaiah 29:10; Isaiah 6:9). 
⇒ Of being worthy of judgment and condemned to judgment (Psalm 69:22). 
⇒ Of being blind and condemned to blindness (Psalm 69:23). 

  
The picture is that of men's sitting and feasting comfortably at a banquet table. They are at ease, secure, and possessed 

with a sense of safety. In fact, they are so comfortable that their safety becomes their ruin. The enemy sneaks upon them 
unaware. 



Note this: God is said to be the One who made Israel drowsy and blind and worthy of judgment. This is Scripture's 
way of stressing what can be called the judicial blindness and rejection of men (see A Closer Look # 2—Romans 11:7-10 
for discussion). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Let us state this fact again:  it is the grace of God that saves a person.  It is not a person's own works, religious 

traditions, or family heritage that save him.  Every generation is full of people who try and try to gain eternal life 
outside of grace.  Anyone who tries to "break into heaven" will be treated like a thief. 

  
"A Quaker had a bundle of hides stolen from his warehouse.  He wondered what steps he should take to 

prevent a repetition of such an act.  Instead of putting the machinery of the law in motion, he placed the 
following ad in the newspapers: 'Whoever stole a quantity of hides on the 5th of this month is hereby 
informed that the owner has a sincere wish to be his friend.  If poverty tempted him to take this step, the 
owner will keep the whole transaction secret and will gladly help him to obtain money by means more 
likely to bring him peace of mind.' 

"A few nights later, when the family was about to retire to rest, a man knocked at the door of the 
Quaker's house, carrying with him a bundle of skins.  'I have brought them back,' he said.  'It is the first 
time I ever stole anything, and I have felt very bad about it.'  'Let it be the last, friend.' said the 
Quaker.  'The secret still lies between ourselves.' 

"He spoke to the man faithfully and affectionately about the folly of dishonesty and of the claims of the 
gospel.  He also took him into his employment, and the man became a changed character, living an 
exemplary life from then on."   

  
Man does not deserve to be forgiven or saved, but God is gracious and gives man what he does not deserve! 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  In what ways does modern man attempt to save himself?  Why is he doomed to failure? 
2.  What does Paul accuse Israel of doing wrong in these verses?  Why should Israel's failures be a stern 

warning to every unbeliever? 
  
A CLOSER LOOK # 2 
(11:7-10) Judgment—Judicial Blindness and Rejection—Spiritual Abandonment: note the words "were blinded" 

and "God hath given them the spirit of slumber" (cp. Isaiah 39:10; Isaiah 6:9; Psalm 69:22-23). The idea is that God is the 
One who blinded Israel. However, Scripture clearly says that God does not tempt people, much less cause them to sin 
(James 1:13). What does this mean then? It means at least two things. 

1.  The unbeliever's rejection is wilful, always deliberate. The unbeliever does see and hear, yet he refuses to really 
open his eyes and ears. He refuses to understand. But why does a person act so illogically by rebelling and refusing to 
understand? Christ answers this question by saying, "This people's heart is waxed gross" (Matthew 13:15). The Greek is 
"this people's heart has grown fat [overweight]." Being fat indicates sensuality and senselessness. To eat and eat, adding 
weight upon weight, is living after the flesh; and living after the flesh makes no sense at all. Christ is therefore saying that 
the unbeliever has become so sensual and senseless that he rebels and refuses to understand the gospel of God.  

⇒ His sensuality is due to worldliness and the lust for the things of the world. 
  

"For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit 
the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God" (Romans 8:5-8). 

  
⇒ His senselessness is due to being deceived by the evil one. 

  
"But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: in whom the god of this world hath 

blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine unto them" (2 Cor. 4:3-4). 

  



2.  The unbeliever experiences a judicial blindness and rejection by God. A person who deliberately chooses to be 
blind to the gospel and to reject Christ is given over to a just punishment. God offers His love and salvation of eternal life 
to a man, but a man has to choose to receive God's offer. 

⇒ Man's unbelief is allowed to roam in the sphere of unbelief and to become obstinate unbelief—if the 
man continues to blind himself to the truth. God will not violate the will of a man. 

⇒ Man's sin is allowed to roam in the sphere of sin and to become constant sin—if the man continues to 
blind himself to the truth. God does not violate the will of a man. 

  
A person's rejection leads to judicial blindness and to being rejected by God. 
  

"For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be 
measured to you again" (Matthew 7:2). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Why is God not to be blamed for a person's spiritual blindness?   
2.  What causes an unbeliever to be spiritually blind? 
3.  How can a spiritually blind man gain his sight? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
Heaven will not be an empty place.  God's people will be there with Him and will live with Him forever.  No one but 

God knows the number.  But the important thing for you to settle today is this:  Will you be in that number?  God will 
have a remnant.  The proof is in the Scriptures. 

  
1.  Israel was disobedient. 
2.  Proof 1: Paul himself was part of the remnant. 
3.  Proof 2: God's foreknowledge guarantees a remnant. 
4.  Proof 3: Elijah foresaw the remnant. 
5.  Proof 4: there is a remnant at this present time—a strong assertion. 
6.  Proof 5: God's grace assures a remnant. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  

Study 7: THE CALLOUS ON ISRAEL'S HEART IS NOT FINAL—THERE IS TO BE A 
RESTORATION 

Text: Romans 11:11-16 
Aim: To be aware of your role in reaching people for Christ. 
Memory Verse: 
"I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall 

salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy" (Romans 11:11). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
If you could sit on God's throne for one day and have the opportunity to rule the world, what would you do with... 

•  those who have made it a habit to mock your faith in God? 
•  those who have repeatedly rejected the claims of Christ? 
•  those who have not changed—in spite of your fervent prayers for them? 
•  those who use religion as an excuse to live as they please? 



•  those who continue to be vulgar, crude, and insulting toward the things of God? 
•  those who live evil and wicked lives? 

  
Now, quickly snap back to reality—and thank God you do not have to make any of these decisions—it is up to God 

alone!  We must always remember one clear fact: where we are quick to lose hope and give up on people, God is very 
patient with men.  The grace of God allows those who have once rejected Him to come to Him, forgiven and restored.  In 
fact, the overall theme of the Bible shows that God is a God of restoration. 

  
The callous on a man's heart does not have to be final. Every man can repent and turn to Christ and be restored to God. 

This is the message of this passage. The callous on Israel's heart is not final. There is to be a restoration of Israel. Many in 
Israel are going to return to God and accept the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Proof 1: God has overruled Israel's stumbling over Christ (v.11-12). 
2.  Proof 2: Paul tries to stir the Jews to be saved (v.13-15). 
3.  Proof 3: the forefathers, that is, the patriarchs, give a heritage of holiness (v.16). 

  
1.  PROOF 1: GOD HAS OVERRULED ISRAEL'S STUMBLING OVER CHRIST (v. 11-12). 

  
⇒ Israel has stumbled over Christ. 
⇒ Has Israel stumbled that they should fall? 

  
The contrast between stumbling and falling is devastating. The idea is that of a permanent and final fall—spiritually. Is 

Israel's problem with Christ permanent and final? Will Israel never accept God's Son, Jesus Christ, as the true Messiah? Is 
the spiritual fall of Israel to be forever? 

Paul's response is forceful: God forbid! Perish the thought! Let it never be! Such a thing is impossible in God's plan for 
the world. God has overruled Israel's stumble over Christ in three glorious ways. 

1.  God has opened the door of salvation to the whole world. The Lord's messengers went to Israel first, but Israel did 
not want to hear that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, the Son of God Himself. Very few received the gospel. In fact, so many 
rejected the message that it can be said that Israel, the nation as a whole, has stumbled over Christ. Israel, the Jews... 

•  have shut their eyes, lest they should see Christ (Romans 11:8) 
•  have closed their ears, lest they should hear Christ (Romans 11:8) 
•  have set themselves to bitterly oppose Christ (1 Thes. 2:15-16) 

  
God had no other choice but to do the logical thing. The glorious message of His love and of His Son was at stake; 

therefore, God sent His messengers throughout the world (the Gentile world) in search of any person who would receive 
the message of His Son. God did what the Jews had always failed to do: God threw open the door of salvation to the 
whole world. 

  
"Then saith he to his [God's] servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not 

worthy. Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage" (Matthew 
22:8-9). 

  
APPLICATION 1: 
Note two provoking thoughts. 

1) Think how wonderful it would have been if the Jews had accepted Jesus Christ and had become God's 
missionary force to carry the message of Christ to the world! Would the world have been reached by now? It 
has been two thousand years since Christ came to earth, and the world still has not been reached with the 
gospel. If the Jews had accepted Christ, would the task now be complete? How many more people would have 
been saved? 

2) Think how wonderful it would be if more of us (the Gentiles) would accept Christ! If we would dedicate 
our lives more sacrificially to carrying God's message of salvation to the world, how many more people would 
be saved and delivered from death? 

  
APPLICATION 2: 



Note how God "worked all things out for good." He took Israel's rejection of His Son and enriched the world. 
Why? Because God has determined that His Son Jesus Christ shall have many brothers who will worship and 
serve Him throughout all eternity. Therefore, if a people rejects the message of His Son, God will work it out to 
send the message to another people. (Cp. Romans 8:28-29.) 

  
2.  God stirs the Jews to be restored. God has not forsaken the Jews. The door of salvation is open to them as well as to 

the Gentiles. The Jews can look at true Christian believers and see the holiness, love, joy, and peace of their lives; and the 
Jews can be stirred to receive Christ. In fact, this is the very point of the present passage. God sees to it that some Jews are 
"provoked," that is, stirred to receive Christ and the glorious life of salvation which He offers. 

  
"Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 

Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. And when he is come, he will 
reprove the world [both Jew and Gentile] of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they 
believe not on me; of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; of judgment, because 
the prince of this world is judged" (John 16:7-11). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  God will always find someone to be His messenger.  Has God ever had to use someone else to share His 
Word with the lost because you refused to obey Him?  How can you become more useful to God? 

2.  Note that it is God who stirs people to receive Christ.  How did this "stirring" happen in your life?  In 
what way can your testimony encourage a lost friend to accept Christ? 

  
3.  God assures the glorious restoration of Israel and a rich period for the whole earth. Note the sharp contrast... 

•  between "fall" and "riches" 
•  between "diminishing" and "riches" 

  
The word "diminishing" means loss, defeat, injury. It means that Israel became impoverished spiritually. Israel was 

spiritually injured and defeated; the Jewish people lost the blessings of salvation. Now... 
•  if the spiritual fall of Israel led to the riches of salvation being carried to the world... 
•  if the spiritual diminishing of Israel led to the riches of salvation being carried to the Gentiles... 

...how much more shall the fulness (the restoration of Israel) bring the blessings of God to earth? 
Note the word "fulness," which means completion or that which is filled. The idea is that the day is coming when 

God's plan and purpose for Israel will be completed and perfectly fulfilled. That day, the day of Israel's restoration, will 
cause even a greater blessing to spread out across the world. 

  
APPLICATION: 
The spread of the gospel has had an enormous impact upon the world.  

⇒ It has liberated millions from sin and shame. 
⇒ It has saved millions from death and hell. 
⇒ It has assured millions of life eternal with God. 
⇒ It has liberated women and children from slavery. 
⇒ It has proclaimed morality and purity world-wide. 
⇒ It has stirred justice and the enactment of just laws among men. 

  
However, when Israel is restored and large numbers of Jews begin to turn to Christ, then the world will experience 

unprecedented blessings from the hand of God. God promises such blessings to the world. 
The point is clear: God has overruled and is going to continue overruling Israel's stumble and fall over Christ. 

⇒ More and more Gentiles are going to be saved. The uttermost part of the earth is going to hear the 
gospel. 

  
"And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; 

and then shall the end come" (Matthew 24:14). 
  

⇒ More and more Jews are going to be stirred to accept Christ and to be restored to God. 
⇒ A glorious restoration of Israel is going to take place. Jews by the teeming thousands are going to turn to 

Christ someday out in the future. So many will turn to Christ that it can be said that the nation Israel has been 



restored. And when that day comes, the whole earth will be greatly blessed, blessed more fully than ever 
before. 

  
"For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in 

your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be 
come in. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob" (Romans 11:25-26). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
One of the worst things we can do is make false assumptions.  There are many people who believe that God 

will forever punish Israel for rejecting the call to be His chosen people.  Before you make a wrong assumption, 
look closely at the facts. 

  
"A traveler, between flights at an airport, went to a lounge and bought a small package of 

cookies.  Then she sat down and began reading a newspaper.  Gradually, she became aware of a rustling 
noise.  From behind her paper, she was flabbergasted to see a neatly dressed man helping himself to her 
cookies.  Not wanting to make a scene, she leaned over and took a cookie herself. 

"A minute or two passed, and then came more rustling.  He was helping himself to another cookie!  By 
this time, they had come to the end of the package, but she was so angry she didn't dare allow herself to say 
anything.  Then, as if to add insult to injury, the man broke the remaining cookie in two, pushed half across 
to her, and ate the other half and left. 

"Still fuming some time later when her flight was announced, the woman opened her handbag to get her 
ticket.  To her shock and embarrassment, there she found her pack of unopened cookies! 

"How wrong our assumptions can be."   
  

QUESTIONS: 
According to Scripture, God has promised to restore the Jewish people.  In what way does this great promise 

assure you of God's... 
•  great power? 
•  great love? 
•  great sovereignty? 
•  great ability to work in the hearts of a stubborn people? 

  
2.  PROOF 2: PAUL TRIES TO STIR THE JEWS TO BE SAVED (v. 13-15). 

  
Paul was God's primary minister to the Gentiles in the first century. Paul magnified the ministry and gloried in God's 

call, and he stressed the fact every chance he could. Why? Paul had two purposes. 
1.  He wanted to arouse the Jews to envy; that is, he wanted to stir them to look at Christ and to see what Christ had 

done for the Gentiles. He wanted to stir men to look at the lives of believers, to see the wonderful change Christ had 
brought about. Thereby, Paul hoped that some Jews would be saved. 

2.  Paul wanted to hasten the day of Israel's restoration. He knew there was to be a restoration; therefore, he knew that 
every time he was able to reach a Jew for Christ, the callous on Israel's heart would soften a little more. The more he 
could soften the callous, the sooner the restoration would take place. Note the question of Paul: 

  
"If the casting away [that is, the rejection] of Israel led to the reconciliation of the world [to God], what 

shall the receiving [the restoration] of them be, but life from the dead?"  
  

a. The reconciliation of the world has a twofold meaning. It means... 
•  that all men, both Jew and Gentile, can now be reconciled to God, can now have peace with God 

and possess the peace of God 
  

"For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life" (Romans 5:10). 

  
•  that all men, both Jew and Gentile, can now be reconciled to each other 

  



"And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the 
enmity thereby" (Ephes. 2:16). 

  
b. Paul believed strongly in the restoration of Israel. The very fact that he asked the question indicates his 

belief. He firmly expected Israel to be restored, and he expected their restoration to bring such a great revival to 
earth that it would be like the world's moving to "life from the dead." 

c. The phrase "life from the dead" is interpreted several ways. 
⇒ Some Bible scholars say it refers to the resurrection of the dead, to the climax of human history 

when Jesus Christ shall return to deliver the whole creation from corruption, to rule and reign over the 
world (cp. Romans 8:21). This, of course, would mean that believers are not resurrected until the 
restoration of the Jews to God. 

⇒ Other scholars say it is merely figurative language. When the Jews are restored, it will be like 
resurrection, like gaining life from the dead. 

  
Whatever the interpretation, the restoration of Israel will be a most glorious event, an event so magnificent 

that it will be like a true resurrection. It will lead to a new world, a world of righteousness that will benefit all 
involved. The scene is that the most glorious blessings will be poured out upon the whole world and everyone 
in it. 

  
"And I will give them a heart to know me, that I am the LORD: and they shall be my people, and 

I will be their God: for they shall return unto me with their whole heart" (Jeremiah 24:7). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Paul was God's primary minister to the Gentiles in the first century.  To whom has God called you?  Is 

it... 
•  to your family? 
•  to your friends? 
•  to your fellow workers? 
•  to those who are of another race, language, or culture? 

2.  Do you have any obligation to witness to the Jews, or should it be left to God alone to work in their 
hearts? 

  
3.  PROOF 3: THE FOREFATHERS, THAT IS, THE PATRIARCHS, GIVE A HERITAGE OF 

HOLINESS (v. 16). 
  
This is an extremely important verse in dealing with the restoration of Israel. God gives two pictures to show that 

Israel can never be totally or finally rejected. Both pictures have to do with the first-fruits. 
⇒ The Jew always dedicated the first fruit of his harvest to God. He gave the first part to God, and by 

giving the first part, the man was saying to God that he was dedicating all of his food to God. It was not 
necessary to offer every mouthful to God. The offering of the first part sanctified the whole. 

⇒ The second picture is that of a little tree's being planted and the sapling's being offered to God. Every 
branch thereafter was looked upon as being sacred to God. It was not necessary to dedicate each branch 
separately. 

  
What Paul is saying is that the root, the first part, refers to the patriarchs, that is, the fathers of Israel. Israel, by merit of 

its patriarchs, its fathers, holds a very special place in God's heart. The whole nation benefits from the dedicated lives of 
Abraham and the other godly fathers. The whole nation (masses of them) will be restored and saved, brought back to God 
because of the godliness of the forefathers and because of God's promise to the forefathers (cp. Romans 11:25). 

Note this: to call Israel a holy nation does not mean that the Jewish people live holy lives in the sight of God. Scripture 
is not talking about practical, day-to-day holiness. There have been few Jews—just as there have always been few 
Gentiles—who have lived holy lives. But Israel was initially chosen by God to be His witness upon earth: chosen to be 
His federal nation or His representative nation to bear testimony for Him. The first fathers of the nation believed God and 
lived lives of faith, and a few Jews have continued to follow God down through the generations of every century. God 
very clearly says that because of the holiness of these few, He cares for the nation as a whole—for the whole lump. What 
this means is this: because of the holy lives of the few, God looks with favor upon the nation. It does not mean that He 
saves everyone in the nation; but rather, He blesses the nation, all those who live around the followers of God. Those who 



live holy lives bring godly blessings upon all who surround them and who succeed from them. Many of Israel will be 
blessed by God and restored because of the nation's godly patriarchs. 

  
APPLICATION 1: 
Note the influence of godly parents, forefathers, and nations upon children and succeeding generations. It is 

important for every parent and generation to live godly lives. 
  

"The LORD God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, 
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means 
clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's 
children, unto the third and to the fourth generation" (Exodus 34:6-7; cp. Lev. 14:18). 

  
APPLICATION 2: 
Note the influence of godly men upon nations. 

  
"And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation. These are the words which thou 

shalt speak unto the children of Israel" (Exodus 19:6). 
"They are beloved for their father's sakes" (Romans 11:28). 
"And because he loved thy fathers, therefore he chose their seed after them, and brought thee out 

in his sight with his mighty power out of Egypt" (Deut. 4:37). 
  

However, we must always remember that the people of a nation can be restored to God only through 
repentance, only by turning from sin back to God. 

  
"If they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of their fathers, with their trespass which 

they trespassed against me, and that also they have walked contrary unto me; and that I also have 
walked contrary unto them, and have brought them into the land of their enemies; if then their 
uncircumcised hearts be humbled, and they then accept of the punishment of their iniquity: then will 
I remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my covenant with Isaac, and also my covenant with 
Abraham will I remember; and I will remember the land" (Lev. 26:40-42). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
No true believer has ever regretted living a life of commitment to personal holiness.  Material things will come 

and go during this life, but not spiritual things.  A spiritual investment will last into eternity.  We must never allow 
insignificant things to stand in the way of bringing the lost to Christ. 

  
"A farmer had an only son whose conversion was the subject of daily thought and prayer.  The time of 

the camp meeting came before it was possible to finish the seeding.  When the opening day came the farmer 
hitched up the wagon and invited the family to go to the meeting.  'But, Dad,' said the boy, 'you aren't going 
to leave the field unseeded?  It will never be in as good form again this season.' 

"'The field will have to take its chances,' replied the father.  'The meeting has first place.'  The son was 
soundly converted.  Less than a year later he lay dying, and as the father bent over him the boy's arms went 
around his neck, and, with shining face, he drew him close.  'Oh, Dad,' he whispered, 'I'm so glad you let 
the field wait.'"   

  
What kind of heritage are you creating for your loved ones?  One they will be ashamed of or one they will be 

thankful for? 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What advantages are given to the child who grows up in a home with godly parents? 
2.  Can you think of any godly leaders who have led their nations toward godliness?  What was the 

impact?  What would happen to your nation if more believers were totally committed to doing God's will?  To 
your community?  To your family? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  



The great hope of the gospel, the good news, is that men can repent of their evil hearts.  When you get discouraged 
about sharing the life-changing message of Jesus Christ, be patient and remember: God has already given you convincing 
proof that men can be changed. 

  
Proof 1: God has overruled Israel's stumbling over Christ. 
Proof 2: Paul tries to stir the Jews to be saved. 
Proof 3: the forefathers, that is, the patriarchs, give a heritage of holiness. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  

Study 8: THE CALLOUS ON ISRAEL'S HEART IS A WARNING TO OTHER NATIONS 
Text: Romans 11:17-24 
Aim: To be aroused more and more against complacency; to become more and more alert in following 

God 
Memory Verse: 
"Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, 

goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off" (Romans 11:22). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
One of the great traps every believer faces is taking people, things, and even God for granted. 

⇒ A marriage will quickly become stale when romance is replaced by routine. 
⇒ A job will be put at risk if productivity is replaced by passivity. 
⇒ Faith will become lukewarm if commitment is replaced by convenience. 

  
The Bible is very clear about God's commitment to those who are truly His. But do you ever take God for granted? 

There are some people who feel as if God "owes" them because of... 
•  their good deeds 
•  their godly parents and spouses 
•  their religious acts and traditions 

  
God owes no man anything—not ever. We are forever in God's debt. How do we prove our love for God? We must 

keep a tender and spiritually sensitive heart and never—no never—take God and His glorious salvation for granted. 
  
People can harden their hearts against God. People can become so callous against God that the conviction of the Holy 

Spirit is never felt. Hardness of heart can doom people to an eternity of separation from God. The callous on Israel's heart 
is a warning to all people everywhere, a warning to the nations of the world. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  A parable of the olive tree (v.17). 
2.  Warning 1: do not be arrogant (v.18). 
3.  Warning 2: fear complacency and unbelief (v.19-21). 
4.  Warning 3: take a sharp look at the goodness and severity of God (v.22). 
5.  Warning 4: be alert, for the restoration is a probable event (v.23-24). 

  
1.  A PARABLE OF THE OLIVE TREE (v. 17). 

  



The olive tree was the most useful, productive, and valuable tree in Israel; therefore, it was precious to the economy 
and welfare of the nation. Because of this, the nation's relationship to God was sometimes pictured as an olive tree (cp. 
Psalm 52:8; Jeremiah 11:16; Hosea 14:6). 

Now note the exact picture given. The natural branches refer to Israel, and the wild olive branches refer to Gentile 
believers. The olive tree refers to God and a right relationship with Him. 

1.  Some natural branches were broken off the olive tree and rejected. Some Jews did not and do not believe in Christ; 
therefore, they are not attached to God. They do not have a right relationship with God. But note: only some of the 
branches were broken off. Some Jews did accept Christ as the Messiah and did maintain a right relationship with God. 

  
"Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing 

forth the fruits thereof" (Matthew 21:43). 
  
2.  Some wild olive branches were grafted into the tree. Note that the words "and thou" or "you" are singular. Paul is 

not speaking to Gentiles as a whole but to the individual Gentile. Note two things. 
a. The Gentile believer is said to have been a wild olive branch. The word "wild" means that the Gentile was 

not part of the olive tree (God); he was outside and estranged and alienated from the olive tree (God). 
Therefore, he was... 

•  part of the wilderness and desert and uncultivated world 
•  growing loose and uncontrolled 
•  useless and worthless 
•  uncared for and unprotected 
•  insect-infested, sour, and inferior 

  
b. The Gentile believer is now said to have been grafted into the olive tree. He is now attached to God, that 

is, in a right relationship with God; therefore, he now partakes of the root and fatness of the olive tree. Very 
simply, this means that the believer is fed and nourished by God. 

  
APPLICATION: 
The glorious privilege of being nourished by God becomes as much the right of the Gentile as it is of the Jews.  

  
"And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice" 

(Genesis 22:18). 
"All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the Lord: and all the kindreds of the 

nations shall worship before thee" (Psalm 22:27). 
"And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as 

many as were ordained to eternal life believed" (Acts 13:48). 
  

c. Note the words "with them." The Gentile believer is grafted into the olive tree with the natural branches. 
This is important to note, for it means there is only one family of God, not two. Both the natural branches and 
the wild branches are part of the same olive tree. The only difference is that the natural branches were the first 
branches that grew on the olive tree. The wild branches had to be brought or grafted into the tree. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Note that some natural branches are broken off because they did not bear fruit. 

  
"If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and 

cast them into the fire, and they are burned" (John 15:6). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Throughout Scripture, God uses pictures to help us better understand what He is saying to us. As a 

Christian believer, whether Jew or Gentile, where do you fit into this picture? 
2.  Is your place on the tree (with God) a guaranteed one or is it subject to change? What is your role in 

assuring that you will never be cut off from the tree (from God)? 
  

2.  WARNING 1: DO NOT BE ARROGANT (v. 18). 
  



The Gentile believer must not be arrogant and prideful over the Jews. The idea is that... 
•  we must not treat them as inferior beings because they deny Christ 
•  we must not insult and ridicule them because they differ from us as Christian believers 
•  we must not trample them underfoot because they refuse to believe and be like us 
•  we must not boast that we know the truth about the Messiah and they do not 
•  we must not glory in our knowledge of Christ, conveying the idea that we are better than the Jews 

  
The Gentile believer has no right to elevate himself over the Jews nor over anyone else. The reason is clearly seen. We 

were once wild branches, very wild. We did not bear the root (Judaism); the root bore us (Christianity). If it had not been 
for Judaism, there would be no Christianity. If it had not been for Jewish believers, there would be no Christian believers. 
If Peter and Paul and the others had not surrendered their lives to preach Christ, then the message of Christ would never 
have reached us. We must never forget that "salvation is of the Jews" (John 4:22). 

  
APPLICATION 1: 
Every Gentile believer owes a debt to Jewish people. We must carry the gospel to the Jews even as some of the 

earliest Christian Jews brought the gospel to us. 
  

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek" (Romans 1:16). 

  
APPLICATION 2: 
All boasting and arrogance, pride and conceit against the Jews is wrong. It is wrong to elevate ourselves above 

others; in fact, it is even wrong to think that we are better or higher than anyone else. 
  

"For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to 
every man the measure of faith" (Romans 12:3). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Some people believe that their social position, economic status, or spirituality makes them more important than 

their fellow man. But as Scripture says: 
  

"Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall" (Proverbs 16:18). 
  

"A minister, a Boy Scout, and a computer expert were the only passengers on a small plane. The pilot 
came back to the cabin and said that the plane was going down but there were only three parachutes and 
four people. The pilot added, 'I should have one of the parachutes because I have a wife and three small 
children.' So he took one and jumped. 

"The computer whiz said, 'I should have one of the parachutes because I am the smartest man in the 
world and everyone needs me.' So he took one and jumped. 

"The minister turned to the Boy Scout and with a sad smile said, 'You are young and I have lived a rich 
life, so you take the remaining parachute, and I'll go down with the plane.' 

"The Boy Scout said, 'Relax, Reverend, the smartest man in the world just picked up my knapsack and 
jumped out!'"   

  
As you walk through this life, make sure the baggage you are carrying is humility and not pride! 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  There is often a temptation to become proud of your salvation. What elements of pride do you struggle 
with? 

2.  It has been said that all the ground at the foot of the cross is level. There is absolutely no spiritual 
hierarchy among fallen sinners. In light of this, what should your attitude be toward... 

•  the Jew? 
•  the Muslim? 
•  the Buddhist? 
•  the secular humanist? 



  
3.  WARNING 2: FEAR COMPLACENCY AND UNBELIEF (v. 19-21). 

  
There is the danger of Gentile believers thinking... 

•  they are more acceptable to God because they have replaced the Jews as the true followers of God 
•  they are safe and secure in Christianity because Christianity is the religion that acknowledges God's Son 

  
However, we must always remember what this Scripture is saying: Israel was not rejected by God so that we, the 

Gentiles, might be saved. Israel was rejected by God because of unbelief. God did not and does not reject one people in 
order to save another people. God reaches out to every nation of people, longing for all to be grafted into (to be a part of) 
Him. 

God accepts a person because the person believes in His Son Jesus Christ. The Jews did not believe; some Gentiles did 
believe. A Gentile believer stands attached to the olive tree by faith, not because of any goodness or merit or value within 
himself. 

Now note: the Gentile believer must guard against complacency, against feeling safe and secure and more acceptable 
because he stands in Christianity, the religion that acknowledges God's Son. The Gentile believer must not be high-
minded, but rather fear. He must fear, for God is less likely to spare the unnatural branches than He was the natural 
branches. The warning is strong: "Take heed lest He also spare thee not" (Romans 11:21). 

  
APPLICATION: 
If God did not spare the Jews because of their unbelief, how much more will He not spare us. The Jews were 

the natural branches; we are the unnatural branches. 
⇒ The Jews had the godly heritage; we had the wild, ungodly heritage. 
⇒ The Jews had the fathers, the followers of the only living and true God; we had heathen, 

polytheistic fathers, fathers who created humanistic gods to suit their own fancies. 
⇒ The Jews had the Word of God and the Savior; we had neither. 
⇒ The Jews had the prophets of God; we had the false humanistic priests of the world. 

  
In light of this and of so much more depravity, we must guard against self-complacency and conceit. We must 

walk in humility and in the fear of God, fearing unbelief lest we too be broken off (Romans 11:17). 
  

"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life: but the wrath of God abideth on him" (John 3:36). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  On what basis did God save you from your sins? Why does He treat all sinners the same? 
2.  In what areas of your life do you struggle with complacency? 

  
4.  WARNING 3: TAKE A SHARP LOOK AT THE GOODNESS AND SEVERITY OF GOD (v. 22). 

  
The Gentile believer must take a sharp look at the goodness and severity of God. 
1.  The severity of God is seen in the spiritual fall of Israel. In this sense, the word "severity" means abrupt, sharp, 

rough, cut off. The Jews had committed the very sins the Gentiles are being warned about in this passage. 
•  The Jews had developed an attitude of arrogance and boasting toward other people, refusing to carry the 

Word of God to them. 
•  The Jews had felt high-minded and complacent, feeling safe and secure, thinking themselves to be more 

acceptable to God than other people. 
  
In addition to these gross sins, the Jews had rejected God's prophets down through the centuries until they eventually 

killed God's very own Son. In one brief word, their sin was unbelief. The vast majority of the Jews never did believe God, 
not to the point that they loved God supremely. As a result, the judgment and severity of God fell upon them. 

  
"You only have I known of all the families of the earth: therefore I will punish you for all your 

iniquities" (Amos 3:2). 
  



2.  The goodness of God is seen in the grafting in and acceptance of the Gentiles by God. But note the stress of this 
point: the goodness of God is given only to those who continue in God's goodness. A person who knows about the love of 
God must walk and live in God's goodness. The word "continue" means to remain, be steadfast, abide, persevere, endure. 
The idea is both position and relationship. The believer... 

•  is positioned in the goodness of God 
•  is related to the goodness of God 

  
It is the picture of a person who is remaining and abiding in the house of God's goodness. A Gentile believer must 

continue and abide, endure and persevere in the goodness of God, or else he too will be cut off just as the Jews were cut 
off (Romans 11:17). 

  
"Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the 

goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?" (Romans 2:4). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  When you picture God, do you see Him as... 

•  a benevolent grandfather type? 
•  a deity who is out of touch with the world's problems? 
•  an insane tyrant who rules with an unforgiving iron fist? 
•  a holy and righteous God who grants both mercy and judgment? 

What is the only way to get an accurate view of God's true nature and character? 
2.  No person or nation of people is above committing the same sins as Israel: unbelief, complacency, and 

pride. What can you do to keep yourself from repeating their mistakes? 
3.  What does it mean to continue in God's goodness? What are some things in your life that could prevent 

you from doing this? 
  

5.  WARNING 4: BE ALERT, FOR THE RESTORATION IS A PROBABLE EVENT (v. 23-24). 
  
The Gentile believer must know that Israel's restoration is a probable event. 
1.  The restoration of Israel is conditional. Note the word "if"—"if they abide not still in unbelief." Genuine belief is 

the condition for salvation. A person has to turn from his unbelief to belief in order to be grafted in and accepted by God. 
No person comes to God unless he believes in His Son Jesus Christ. 

  
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 

not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 
  
2.  God is able to graft the Jews back into the olive tree. Two things are meant by this. 

a. God is able because of His enormous love. God loves everyone and will forgive any person for anything 
if that person will turn from his life of sin and unbelief. God will accept any person who approaches Him 
through His Son Jesus Christ. 

  
"Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the 

remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy" (Micah 
7:18). 

  
b. God is able because of His enormous knowledge and power. God is God; therefore, He has unlimited 

knowledge and power. He knows when a man's heart is subject to Him and moving toward Him. He knows just 
when to move upon a person's heart, and He can arrange circumstances that will cause the person to turn to 
Him. Therefore, when the time comes, He has the power to stir Jewish hearts to turn to Him in large numbers. 
The valley of dry bones can be resurrected by the power of God (Ezekiel 37:1f). 

  
"Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus 

Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began" 
(Romans 16:25). 

"For with God nothing shall be impossible" (Luke 1:37). 
  



ILLUSTRATION: 
We often forget what kind of God we need to save us. We need a God who is able to save and who wants to 

save. We need a God who is all-knowing and all-powerful. 
  

"Some years ago in a little western town, a crowd of men gathered about a store window through which 
they saw a large American eagle. It was fastened by one of its feet to a chain which was secured at the 
other end by a ring in the floor. Held captive this way for some months, it had become seemingly indifferent 
to its condition. While the men were looking at the huge bird, a tall, young mountaineer pushed his way 
through the crowd and entered the store. He asked the proprietor [owner] what he would take for the 
eagle, and the owner said, 'Two dollars.' 

"When the young man took the money from his pocket and paid the price, the keeper of the store 
unfastened the chain and handed the eagle to his new owner. Followed by the crowd, he carried the great 
bird down the street until he came to a signboard, and on top of this, he placed the one-time child of the 
skies. But the great bird remained motionless and the crowd was disappointed. It had been bound so long 
to this earth that it did not seem to care to fly any longer. 

"Suddenly, high above the mountain, the sun struck its eyes, and the eagle seemed to remember that it 
was an eagle and that its home was up yonder among the crags and the cliffs. It lifted first one foot and 
then the other. With a shriek and a bound, it flew away, and higher and higher it ascended until it was lost 
in the face of the sun. The crowd cheered."   

  
In the same way, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has set His people free. As He offers us a glimpse of 

Himself and of Heaven, we have no other choice but to leave behind our chains and soar with Him. 
  
3.  The grafting in of the natural branches (the Jews) is much more likely than the calling of the Gentiles was. Note the 

words "much more." Paul is confident that God is not only able, but God will graft the Jews back into the olive tree. Paul 
proclaims that the Jews will turn to Christ and be restored into a right relationship with God. 

  
"Esaias also crieth concerning Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the 

sea, a remnant shall be saved" (Romans 9:27). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Israel's restoration is conditional. What is that specific condition? Is that condition any different than 

what is required of you? 
2.  Why is God willing to graft the Jews back into the olive tree? What does this tell you about the character 

of God? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
A careful study of Scripture reveals a very telling fact: no man, Jew or Gentile, is ever to take his salvation for granted. 

The challenge for every believer is to live each day with a spirit of gratitude to the Lord. Why? Because salvation is much 
too precious and costly a gift to abuse by ignoring the One who willingly gave up His life for us. A life committed to 
Christ is a life that testifies to the truth, acknowledging Christ as Lord, Judge, and Savior. Paul reminds us of this very 
thing in the parable of the olive tree: 

  
Warning 1: do not be arrogant. 
Warning 2: fear complacency and unbelief. 
Warning 3: take a sharp look at the goodness and severity of God. 
Warning 4: be alert, for the restoration is a probable event. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  



3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  

Study 9: THE RESTORATION OF ISRAEL AND ITS SURETY 
Text: Romans 11:25-36 
Aim: To gain one unshakable assurance: God has a firm grip on your life 
Memory Verse: 
"O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his 

judgments, and his ways past finding out!" (Romans 11:33). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
You might be familiar with the old spiritual, "He's Got the Whole World In His Hands."  The title reminds us of this 

great fact: God is in complete control of our lives.  A small child feels very secure in a large crowd of people if his hand is 
in the firm grip of his parent.  The size of the crowd nor the place where they are does not matter to the child—if his hand 
is in the right place.  In like fashion, there is no better feeling than for you to know that God will never lose His grip on 
your life.  Even when... 

•  you fall into sin for a period of time 
•  the political boundaries of nations change 
•  world leaders are rushing nations into climactic wars 
•  the carnality of the world becomes even more blatant, deceiving the naive 
•  all hope seems to be forever lost 

  
In spite of all of these and endless other circumstances, God is sovereign and good, and He remains firmly positioned 

upon His throne.  From His throne, God will rule and reign, fulfilling His will—all of His will—to the most minute detail. 
  
Israel's history is a surety. God loves man with an infinite love, and God's love is unchangeable. Therefore, any person 

can be restored to God if the person will call upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, asking Christ to save him. This is 
clearly seen in the history of Israel. Israel's restoration is a surety, and as such, Israel stands as a prime example of the 
unchangeable love of God toward man. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Surety 1: God's great revelation about the Jews (v.25-26). 
2.  Surety 2: God's promise in Scripture—God's Deliverer, Jesus Christ, shall turn Israel (v.26-27). 
3.  Surety 3: God's pleasure with Israel's forefathers (v.28-29). 
4.  Surety 4: the believer's mercy and witness to the Jews (v.30-31). 
5.  Surety 5: God's holiness and mercy (v.32). 
6.  Surety 6: God's glorious plan for the world (v.33-36). 

  
1.  SURETY 1: GOD'S GREAT REVELATION ABOUT THE JEWS (v. 25-26). 

  
The revelation comes from Paul. Note three significant facts. 
1.  The revelation had been an unknown mystery until Paul. The word "mystery" in the Bible is not used as most men 

use the word, as something mysterious or difficult to understand. A Biblical mystery means that... 
•  something that was unknown is now revealed 
•  something that was hidden is now made known 
•  something that was a secret is now told 

  
The future of Israel is now revealed and made known to men. Note exactly why God revealed the future of Israel: so 

we would not be ignorant of Israel's future; so we would not be wise in our own conceits or imaginations. This last reason 
can mean two things. 

⇒ Gentiles become guilty of looking down upon the Jews because the Jews are so different from the rest of 
us. They have rejected Jesus Christ and are opposed to Christianity to such a degree that they remain almost 
exclusively among themselves. Gentiles face the danger of becoming puffed up, of thinking that they are more 
acceptable to God because they look with favor upon Jesus Christ and are more open in professing Him. There 
is the danger of being prideful and arrogant, of lording it over the Jews. 



⇒ A Gentile, especially a Gentile believer, can begin to think that his idea of Israel's destiny is the correct 
idea and that he and the followers of his position are the persons who have a full understanding of the truth. 
All other understandings are incorrect. There is the danger of becoming "wise in [our] own conceits." 

  
2.  Israel's blindness is only partial, only "in part." There were Jewish believers who followed Christ in His day and 

there have been Jewish believers who have followed Christ down through the centuries. The blindness and hardness of 
Israel to the gospel is not total; it is only partial. Granted, just as Scripture says, so many Jews have rejected and still do 
reject Christ that it is as though all Israel as a nation has stumbled and fallen over Him (cp. Romans 11:8-9). However, 
there have been and always will be some Jews who believe. Israel's blindness is only partial. 

  
3.  Israel's blindness is only temporary. Two statements clearly show this. 

a. Israel's blindness is only "until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in." Just what "the fulness of the 
Gentiles" means is open to different interpretations, but it does not change what is to happen to Israel. It only 
affects when the blindness is to be removed from Israel. Israel's blindness is to continue only until the fulness of 
the Gentiles comes. Now what does this event mean? The fulness of the Gentiles can mean... 

•  a certain number of Gentile converts are to be saved, to fill up the "cut off branches of Israel" 
(Romans 11:17-21). 

•  the end of the Gentile age, a time when the emphasis of salvation will no longer be upon the 
Gentiles but upon the Jews. 

•  the end of the Gentile age, a time when God will rapture the church (all believers) and cause a 
revival among the Jews who will then become the primary witnesses for Him. 

  
The point is worth repeating. No matter what the phrase "the fulness of the Gentiles" means, it does not 

change the event of Israel's revival. The blindness of Israel will be removed. 
b. "All Israel shall be saved." The fact could be stated no clearer: 

⇒ Israel's blindness is only temporary. 
⇒ The restoration of Israel is a surety. 
⇒ Israel shall experience a revival. 
⇒ Israel shall turn to God's Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
APPLICATION: 
There is hope for every person. Note two critical facts: 

1) A person's blindness to the Lord Jesus Christ is only partial. As long as a person is alive, he can still turn 
to Christ. 

2) A person's blindness is temporary only if the person turns to the Lord Jesus Christ. Unless a person 
believes and commits his life to Christ, his blindness becomes permanent, and he is lost forever. 

  
"And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather 

than light, because their deeds were evil" (John 3:19). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Paul says that Israel's blindness is only partial.  How should this impact your perception of Jews? 
3.  At what point is it acceptable to stop witnessing to lost souls, whether Jew or Gentile?  Are you ready to 

give up on somebody?  (Think where you might be if someone had given up on you!) 
  
A CLOSER LOOK # 1 
(11:25-26) Israel, Restoration: there are many reasons for taking this passage at its face value, that is, as a prediction 

of the Jewish people's conversion as a nation. 
1.  The whole context favors this view. The conversion of the Jews as a probable event has been described in the 

plainest and simplest of terms. 
2.  The nation was rejected, not as individuals but as a community or nation. Therefore, it is only natural to say that 

when God speaks of a restoration, He is speaking not only of individuals' being restored, but of the community or nation 
as being restored (Romans 11:11, 15). 

3.  Paul speaks of a great event, something that will attract universal attention. 
4.  Paul says this is a "mystery." The gradual conversion of a few Jews would be no mystery. When speaking of the 

mystery of the Gentiles (Ephes. 1:9; Ephes. 3:4), Paul is speaking of the Gentiles as a community being admitted into the 



church of God. Therefore, it is only natural to assume that when Paul speaks of the mystery of the Jews, he is speaking of 
a great event, of a great movement of Jews toward Christ. 

5.  The words "all Israel" (Romans 11:26) cannot mean the spiritual Israel. Such an interpretation would do violence to 
the use of the word "Israel" throughout this whole context. It simply means Israel as a nation, as a community of people. 
This is also clear from the warnings that are given throughout this passage to both Gentile and Jew. 

However, "all Israel" looks at the nation en masse. It does not necessarily have to mean every single individual. Note a 
very significant fact: when the nation became hardened, Scripture speaks of the nation, that is, of all Israel, being rejected. 
However, not every single person was rejected. There were a few individuals who still believed and who comprised a 
remnant (cp. Romans 11:1-10). Every single individual was not lost, so the same is probably true when the nation is 
restored. There will be a large number of Jews who will become open and tender to the gospel, but not necessarily every 
individual. In one simple statement: Israel will be open to the gospel just as the Gentiles are open to the gospel. Many 
Jews will begin to be saved just as many Gentiles are now saved. 

  
"That then the LORD thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, and will return 

and gather thee from all the nations, whither the LORD thy God hath scattered thee" (Deut. 30:3). 
"And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come which 

were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the 
LORD in the holy mount at Jerusalem" (Isaiah 27:13). 

"I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I will surely gather the remnant of Israel" (Micah 2:12). 
  

2.  SURETY 2: GOD'S PROMISE IN SCRIPTURE—GOD'S DELIVERER, JESUS CHRIST, SHALL 
TURN ISRAEL (v. 26-27). 

  
Scripture gives a glimpse into the future of Israel's restoration in this verse, but note that it is only a glimpse. Just how 

Israel will be restored is not discussed in this passage. Only two major things are given. 
1.  Some great manifestation of Christ the Deliverer will cause Israel to turn to the gospel. 
  

"For I say unto you [Israel], Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord" (Matthew 23:39). 

"But their minds [Israel] were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same veil untaken away in the 
reading of the old testament; which veil is done away in Christ. But even unto this day, when Moses is read, 
the veil is upon their heart. Nevertheless when it [Israel] shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken away" 
(2 Cor. 3:14-16). 

  
2.  The great Deliverer, Jesus Christ, will do two things for Israel. 

a. Jesus Christ will turn away ungodliness from Israel (cp. Isaiah 27:9). 
b. Jesus Christ will fulfill God's covenant with Israel: He will take away their sins (cp. Isaiah 59:21; Isaiah 

27:9). 
  

"Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Jesus Christ will do for Israel what He has done for anyone who has ever placed his faith in the work of Christ. 

When a person believes in Christ, God promises through Christ to forgive his sins and place within his heart a 
desire to live a godly life.  This defines what a Christian is: one who has believed in Jesus Christ.  It is a promise 
that must be claimed by every man in order to be saved.  Sadly, there are many who do not know what it means to 
be a Christian. 

  
"A small boy sat in church with his mother and listened to a sermon entitled 'What is a 

Christian?'  Every time the minister asked the question, he banged his fist on the pulpit for emphasis. 
"The tension produced by the sermon built up in the boy and he finally whispered to his mother, 'Mama, 

do you know?  Do you know what a Christian is?' 
"'Yes, dear,' she replied.  'Now sit still and be quiet.' 



"Finally, as the minister was winding up the sermon, he again thundered, 'What is a Christian?' and 
banged especially hard on the pulpit.  This time it was too much for the little boy, so he jumped up and 
cried out, 'Tell him, Momma, tell him!'"   

  
Being a Christian does not mean... 

•  doing good deeds for the poor 
•  going to every church service 
•  knowing all the religious terms 
•  being better than other people 
•  not cursing, not drinking, not robbing a bank 

  
None of these has anything to do with becoming a Christian.  Becoming a Christian is believing in Christ and 

trusting Him to forgive your sins.  Have you trusted in Christ?  Are you a Christian? 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  All of God's promises, like the restoration of Israel, are found in the Bible.  How ambitious are you 

when it comes to claiming God's promises for your life?  Which of His promises do you claim the most?  The 
least? 

2.  The promise of Christ to restore Israel should be an exciting thing for Christian believers?  Why?  Do 
you understand and pray for it like you should? 

  
3.  SURETY 3: GOD'S PLEASURE WITH ISRAEL'S FOREFATHERS (v. 28-29). 

  
1.  The statement "they [the Jews] are enemies for your sakes" sounds as though God predestinated Israel's rejection. 

However, God does not cause sin (James 1:13-14); God does not cause people to reject His Son and His will. What the 
statement means is this: the word "enemy" has both an active and passive meaning. It means either hostile or hated by, 
and it means either hating or being hated. It is possible that in this particular passage it is to be read both ways. The Jews 
were hostile to God; they had refused the offer of God's righteousness in Jesus Christ, and they had refused to be the 
missionary force for God's Son. Therefore, they had aroused God's displeasure. They hated God; consequently, God was 
displeased with them. 

Note that God did what He had to do. He turned to the Gentiles. Israel had refused to be the missionary force for God's 
Son, so God had to turn to the Gentiles. Among the Gentiles, God found a receptive people. The Gentiles accepted the 
offer of God's righteousness in Jesus Christ, and they have become the missionary force for Christ to the world. It is 
critical to remember something, however: this does not mean that every Gentile is saved. Most are not, but a fair number 
of them have accepted and still do accept Jesus Christ. We must remember this: in this passage God is speaking nationally 
not individually. 

⇒ A few Jews do accept Christ as the Messiah, but the number is small. The number is so small that God 
can say that Israel as a nation has rejected Christ. 

⇒ A far greater number of Gentiles accept Christ as their Savior. However, as is clearly evidenced by the 
unholy lives of most Gentiles, the majority reject Him.  But the number is large enough for God to say that the 
Gentiles as a community do accept His offer of salvation in Christ. 

  
APPLICATION: 
The point is that God is speaking nationally not individually. And we must remember this, for it is absolutely 

essential that every individual make a personal decision to receive Christ and follow Him by living a pure life. 
  

"For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 
looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works" (Titus 2:11-14). 

  
2.  The statement "they [the Jews] are beloved for the fathers' sakes" shows that God still loves Israel. As a people, 

they are still very precious to Him. How can this be when they have been so hostile to God's Son, Jesus Christ, and toward 
the missionary force of God's Son? There are two reasons why God still loves Israel: 



a. The forefathers of Israel were a godly people, a people of unusual faith in God. There were people such as 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, Deborah, Ruth, Elijah—the list could go on and on. As Scripture says: 

  
"And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of 

Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: who through faith 
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, 
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to 
life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better 
resurrection: and others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and 
imprisonment: they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: 
they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (of whom 
the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of 
the earth" (Hebrews 11:32-38). 

  
Such godly men and women knew God—knew Him personally and intimately—and God would never 

forget a people who loved Him so greatly. Keep this in mind as well: godly people are a praying people, a 
people who pray for their families and neighbors, for their nation and world. And God hears and answers the 
prayers of His people. God would never turn His back upon Israel for this reason alone. 

b. There is a second reason why God still loves Israel: God Himself is unchangeable in His gifts and calling. 
God called and promised some very special gifts to the forefathers of Israel, and God is unchangeable; 
therefore... 

•  every purpose for which God called Israel shall be fulfilled in the lives of many Jews 
•  every gift God promised Israel shall be given to many Jews 

  
The point is striking. God does not change His mind. He is constant, immutable, unchangeable. He shall 

perfectly fulfill His calling and gifts to Israel. 
  

"The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations" (Psalm 
33:11). 

"But thou art the same, and thy years shall have no end" (Psalm 102:27). 
"Thy name, O LORD, endureth for ever; and thy memorial, O LORD, throughout all 

generations" (Psalm 135:13). 
"For I am the LORD, I change not" (Malachi 3:6). 
"Thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail" (Hebrews 1:12). 
"Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever" (Hebrews 13:8). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What does it mean that the Jews "are enemies for your sakes"?  How did God use the Jews' rejection of 
Christ to bring about a blessing to you? 

2.  How can you know for sure that God still loves Israel?  What does this tell you about God's 
character?  How can you use this scenario to witness to an unbeliever? 

  
4.  SURETY 4: THE BELIEVER'S MERCY AND WITNESS TO THE JEWS (v. 30-31). 

  
These two verses are speaking historically. Very simply, history shall be repeated. 

⇒ In times past—before Christ ever came—the Gentiles did not know and obey God, but the Jews did. 
⇒ Eventually the Jews rejected God, which is ultimately seen in their killing God's Son, Jesus Christ. 

They, too, failed to believe (obey God). 
⇒ Therefore, God turned to the Gentiles.  

  
Now note: if we came to know God through the unbelief of the Jews, how much more shall the Jews be shown mercy 

through the mercy of the Gentiles! 
The point seems to be this: we truly know the mercy of God through Jesus Christ our Lord; therefore, we want the 

world to experience the same mercy and forgiveness of sins. In particular, we feel indebted to the Jews, the people 
through whom God gave us His Word, His Son, and His promises. Therefore, Scripture predicts that the evangelistic 



efforts to reach the Jews will someday bear fruit. The Jews will be reached by the mercy of God; they shall believe and 
obey Jesus Christ as Lord. The Jews shall be restored into the favor of God. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Every believer who knows the mercy of God should share the mercy of God. God hates exclusiveness, 

prejudice, partiality. The world desperately needs the gospel, the Jew as well as the Gentile, and God demands that 
His mercy be shared with the world. 

  
"Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I 

you" (John 20:21). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  God will show you how to be merciful to Jews whom you know personally.  Are you open and available 

to His leading?  How would you go about sharing Christ with a Jew? 
2.  Has your own salvation caused you to reach out with a passion to the lost?  If not, why not? Who needs 

to be added to your prayer list today? 
  

5.  SURETY 5: GOD'S HOLINESS AND MERCY (v. 32). 
  
The word "concluded" means to shut up in a place, to close up, to lock up. This is an unusual idea: God has taken men, 

both Jews and Gentiles, and shut them up to unbelief or disobedience. This is the judicial judgment of God. It is the 
picture of God's using sin and events for good. God takes sin and works it out for the good of the world. Man has chosen 
sin, choosing to go his own way in life, so God allows man to do his own thing. God locks man up in his own world of 
selfishness, allowing man to roam around in his world of sin. Why? So that man's true nature of sinfulness will be clearly 
seen, thereby causing the honest and thinking man to seek God. God will have mercy upon all, both Jew and Gentile; but 
before men can come to God, they must confess two things:  

⇒ that they are sinful and dying creatures in desperate need of God. 
⇒ that God exists, that He will have mercy upon the person who diligently seeks Him. 

  
Now note: all men, both Jew and Gentile, are shut up in their world of sin. Why? That God may have mercy upon 

both. The holiness and love of God assure that the Jews will be saved and restored to the mercy of God. All that is needed 
is for the Jews to begin seeking God. God will have mercy upon any who genuinely seek Him. 

  
"But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and 

that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him" (Hebrews 11:6). 
"Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant 

of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy" (Micah 7:18). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  In what ways have you personally seen God take sin and work it out for good? 
2.  How have God's holiness and mercy worked in your own life? 

  
6.  SURETY 6: GOD'S GLORIOUS PLAN FOR THE WORLD (v. 33-36). 

  
Note four points. 
1.  God's glorious plan for the world involves four great acts of God. 

a. His infinite wisdom and knowledge: knowing how to do everything perfectly; knowing how to create and 
arrange, order and govern everything so that all things work out perfectly. Note how God's wisdom and 
knowledge are said to be deep and rich: "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God." God's wisdom and knowledge are so deep and rich... 

•  that angels desire to look into them (1 Peter 1:13) 
•  that they are infinite (Ephes. 3:18) 
•  that they are too wonderful for man (Psalm 139:6.  This one verse alone shows just how great 

God's mercy is toward us.) 
•  that they include thoughts more numerous than the grains of sand in the world (Psalm 139:17-18) 

  



b. His infinite judgments and ways: His judgment in planning and deciding everything, and His ways in 
executing His purposes and decisions. Note that His judgments and ways are said to be unsearchable and past 
finding out. 

⇒ Secret things belong to God (Deut. 29:29). 
⇒ God is glorified by His infinite judgments and ways (Proverbs 25:2). 
⇒ The great things of God are unsearchable and without number (Job 5:9; Job 9:10). 
⇒ Man cannot discover God by searching (Job 11:7). 
⇒ There is no searching of God's understanding (Isaiah 40:28). 

  
2.  No man can grasp God's plan. No man can know the mind of the Lord; no man can be a counsellor to God. Look at 

two significant points. 
a. No man can grasp God's plan. Scripture makes this abundantly clear. 

  
"[Jesus Christ] who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach 

unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting" (1 Tim. 
6:16). 

  
b. Believers do, however, have the mind of Christ. This does not mean that believers understand God and 

His ways perfectly, but it does mean that God reveals Himself and the truth to believers—enough of Himself 
and His ways to save them from sin, death, judgment, and hell. 

  
"For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of 

Christ" (1 Cor. 2:16). 
"Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might 

know the things that are freely given to us of God" (1 Cor. 2:12). 
  
3.  No man can earn God's gift. Notice two facts about this verse. 

a. No man can put God in debt to him. No man can give anything to God and claim that God owes him 
something in return. God owes man nothing. Man has rejected and rebelled against following God, choosing to 
go his own way. Man is committing high treason against God. Man does not deserve nor can he earn any favor 
from God. If man is to receive a favor from God, God has to freely give the favor. 

  
"Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy 

name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess 
unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity" (Matthew 7:22-23). 

  
b. Man's depravity should silence his boasting. It does not, but it should. 

  
4.  God alone is the source, the means, and the end of all things. Therefore, God is to be glorified forever and ever. 

⇒ All things are of God: all things were created by and find their source in God. 
⇒ All things are through God: all things come through His wisdom and knowledge, His judgments and 

ways. 
⇒ All things are to God: all things exist for God, for His goodness and pleasure. 

  
"Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all 

things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created" (Rev. 4:11). 
"All thy works shall praise thee, O LORD; and thy saints shall bless thee" (Psalm 145:10). 
"For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which 

are God's" (1 Cor. 6:20). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
What a glorious conclusion to this section of Romans:  God alone is the source, the channel, and the end of all 

things.  If you faithfully believe this and live it out in your everyday life, then you will be a powerful testimony to 
God's glorious plan for man. 

  



"One Sunday on their way home from church, a little girl turned to her mother and said, 'Mommy, the 
preacher's sermon this morning confused me.  The mother said, 'Oh?  Why is that?'  The little girl replied, 
'Well, he said that God is bigger than we are.  Is that true?'  The mother replied, 'Yes, that's true, 
honey.'  "And he also said that God lives in us?  Is that true Mommy?'  Again the mother replied, 
'Yes.'  'Well,' said the little girl, 'if God is bigger than us and he lives in us, wouldn't He show through?'"   

  
Out of the mouths of babes come some of the most profound statements of life!  If you are allowing God to take 

control of your life, it will shine forth in a way that is impossible to hide! 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  When are you most aware that God is still in control of the world's events?  When are you least 

aware?  What makes the difference? 
2.  Oftentimes, we are prone to give God a little advice on how or why something should be done.  Does 

God need our counsel?  Why is it impossible for man to fully grasp God's plan? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
There are a lot of things in this world that are not sure any more.  Nations, leaders, the economy, morals, character, and 

values seem to come and go with the winds of popular opinion.  But through it all, one thing has remained stable, strong, 
and sure:  God.  God is in complete control of this world, ruling in the lives and events of every man who has ever 
lived.  How can you be completely sure that God is in control?  He has said so. 

  
Surety 1: God's great revelation about the Jews. 
Surety 2: God's promise in Scripture—God's Deliverer, Jesus Christ, shall turn Israel. 
Surety 3: God's pleasure with Israel's forefathers. 
Surety 4: the believer's mercy and witness to the Jews. 
Surety 5: God's holiness and mercy. 
Surety 6: God's glorious plan for the world. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES: 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The thing that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Prayer of Commitment: (put your commitment down on paper). 
  
  
THE BELIEVER AND HIS DAILY BEHAVIOR, 12:1-15:13 

»Front Matter  »Book Intro  »Detailed Outline 
Study 1: THE BELIEVER AND GOD 
Text: Romans 12:1-2 
Aim: To make a pledge of total devotion to God in everything you do. 
Memory Verse: 
"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God" (Romans 12:1-2). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
Every person is devoted to something in this life. Some people are devoted to things that are not tangible such as fame 

or physical beauty; others are devoted to material possessions such as cars, houses, or wealth. 



A lot of time, money, and energy are invested in acquiring all of these things. And none of these things are bad in and 
of themselves when they are kept in the proper balance. But they are not eternal, not lasting. They fade away, even as we 
fade away. Because of this, we should focus upon the eternal and lasting. But what is eternal and lasting? What should we 
focus our devotion upon? 

God: the believer is to be devoted to God. Everything the believer is and has is to be dedicated to the worship and 
service of God. Anything less than total devotion is short of God's glory: it is sin. Therefore, when discussing the 
believer's relationship to God, Scripture is strong in its exhortation. Without equivocation, Scripture urges total devotion. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Be totally devoted (v.1). 
2.  Present your bodies to God (v.1). 
3.  Be not conformed to this world (v.2). 
4.  Be transformed (v.2). 

  
1.  BE TOTALLY DEVOTED (v. 1). 

  
The word "therefore" launches a new subject for discussion. It connects what is about to be said with what has been 

said previously, which is this: 
⇒ The world desperately needs to get right with God (Romans 1:18-3:20). 
⇒ The way for the world to get right with God is now clearly revealed through God's Son, the Lord Jesus 

Christ. The way is justification: believing in the Lord Jesus Christ and having God count one's faith as 
righteousness (Romans 3:21-5:21). 

⇒ The believer in Christ can now be sanctified, that is, set apart to God and set free from sin to life eternal 
by the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Holy Spirit (Romans 6:1-8:39). 

⇒ The believer or the church, not Israel, is now God's choice to carry the gospel of His Son to the whole 
world (Romans 9:1-11:36). 

  
This is the glorious message of how much God loves us and of what God has done for us. This is what is meant by "the 

mercies of God." The mercies of God are overflowing; they are beyond anything any person could ever desire. Just think 
about what God has done for us. God has... 

•  met our desperate need to get right with Him. 
•  provided the power to be set free from the terrible bondages of this life. 
•  given the most glorious purpose to life: that of proclaiming the news of God's Son, of how to be set free 

from sin and death and how to live eternally. 
  
Therefore, in light of the mercies of God, of all this that God has done for us, we must devote ourselves to God. We 

must dedicate and commit ourselves to Him. 
  
Note the words "I beseech you"—implore you, urge you, beg you—devote yourselves to God. Note a significant point: 

what is about to be said is not being said to the world, that is, to the lost. It is being directed to brothers in Christ: "I 
beseech you therefore, brethren." Devotion to God is strongly urged. The believer is to do the things covered in the next 
three points of the outline. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Why do you need the mercies of God? 
2.  Think over this past week. In what ways has God been merciful to you? 
3.  Are you completely devoted to God? What would change in your life if you were completely devoted? 

What is stopping you from giving yourself totally to God? 
  

2.  PRESENT YOUR BODIES TO GOD (v. 1). 
  
The importance of the human body cannot be overstated. The one thing upon earth that is abused more than anything 

else is man's body. Man abuses, neglects, and ignores his body... 
•  by overeating 
•  by being lazy 
•  by being too active 



•  by fighting and killing 
•  by partaking of harmful substances 
•  by caring for the external and abusing the internal 
•  by getting too much or too little rest 
•  by indulging in unhealthy fads 

  
The list could go on and on, but just the mention of these few sins clearly strikes the point home. If there is an 

exhortation in Scripture that must be heeded by Christian believers, it is the exhortation of these two verses. 
1.  The way the believer is to present his body to God is as a living sacrifice. Note three facts. 

a. God is vitally interested in the believer's body, not only in his spirit. This is clearly seen by contrasting the 
world's view of the body with God's view (see A CLOSER LOOK, Body—Romans 12:1 for discussion). 

b. The believer is to present his body to God. The dedication... 
•  is not to be made to self: living as one wishes; doing one's own thing. 
•  is not to be made to others: living for family, wife, husband, child, parent, mistress, companion, 

sexual partner, or employer. 
•  is not to be to something else: houses, lands, property, money, cars, possessions, profession, 

recreation, retirement, luxury, power, recognition, fame. 
The body is to be offered to God and to God alone.  
c. Note the believer's offering of his body is to be sacrificial. This is the picture of Old Testament believers 

taking animals and offering them to God as sacrifices. The believer is to make the same kind of sacrificial 
offering to God, but note the profound difference: the believer's offering is not to be the sacrifice of an animal's 
flesh and blood but of his own body. What does this mean? At least four things: 

• A living sacrifice means a constant, continuous sacrifice, not just an occasional dedication of 
one's body. A person does not sacrifice his body to God today and then take it back into his own hands 
and do his own thing tomorrow. A living sacrifice keeps on living for God. 

• A living sacrifice means the sacrifice of a person's body wherever he is. A particular place is not 
needed nor required. 

• A living sacrifice means that the body sacrifices its own desires and lives for God. The body lives 
a holy, righteous, pure, clean, and moral life for God. The body does not pollute, dirty, nor 
contaminate itself with the sins and corruptions of the world: not the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes nor the pride of life. The believer's body is dedicated to live as God commands. 

• A living sacrifice means that the body serves God, giving itself to the work of proclaiming God's 
love and ministering to a world reeling in desperate needs. The body sacrifices its own selfish 
ambitions to serve God and Him alone.  

  
In summary, the believer is to dedicate his body to God as a living sacrifice while in the home, church, 

school, office, place of recreation, or elsewhere. Sacrificing to God is not something that is transacted in a 
church but in every act of the human body. The world, that is, the whole universe, is the sanctuary of God; and 
the believer's body is the temple of God. Therefore, every act of the believer's body is to be an act of service to 
God. 

  
"For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which 

are God's" (1 Cor. 6:20). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  In what ways have you sinned against your body in the past? How can you prevent this from happening 

in the future? 
2.  In practical terms, how can you really present your body to God? Why is this so hard for many believers 

to do? 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Why are our bodies so important to God? Because our bodies belong to Him.  

  
Bob McAlister, who used to be on the staff of the governor of South Carolina, served as a volunteer with 

Prison Fellowship. Once when visiting Death Row, "he saw a stomach-churning sight in a cell occupied by 
Ronald 'Rusty' Woomer.  



"'Rusty, his face the color of chalk, was sitting on the floor—motionless,' Bob wrote. 'Crawling 
aimlessly like so many drunks, dozens of roaches covered the wall and floor. But what froze my soul were 
the roaches crawling on the man—his lap, his shoulders—and such was his despair that he did not flick 
them off.' 

"This 35-year-old murderer of four innocent people, who was facing the inevitability of the electric 
chair, had sunk to the depths of hopelessness. Bob wasn't sure how to react to this depressing scene. 
Finally, he pleaded: 'Rusty, just say the name Jesus.' Slowly and painfully, with all the effort he could 
muster, the nearly comatose inmate whispered the name of the Savior of the world. 

"And then Bob began to explain to him how Jesus is the God of hope. It was clear that Rusty was paying 
attention. At the end, when Bob asked if he wanted to accept Christ's offer of forgiveness, Rusty nodded. 
Through his tears, he prayed: 'Jesus, I've hurt a lot of people. Ain't no way that I deserve You to hear me, 
but I'm tired and I'm sick and I'm lonely. My mama's died and she's in heaven with You, and I never got to 
tell her bye. Please forgive me, Jesus, for everything I've done. I don't know much about You, but I'm 
willing to learn, and I thank You for listening to me.' 

"Bob returned the following week: 'I walked up to his cell; it was spotless,' he recalled. 'Gone were the 
dirt and roaches and porno magazines. The walls were scrubbed, the bed was made, the scent of 
disinfectant hung in the air.' Rusty himself was smiling and enthusiastic. 'Bob, I spent all weekend cleaning 
out my cell because I figured that's what Jesus wanted me to do.'"   

  
Your filth may not be as extreme as this prisoner's was, but God expects you to clean up every area of your life 

just as this man did! 
  
2.  The reasons why the believer is to present his body to God are twofold. 

a. The dedication of the body to God is acceptable to God. The word means well-pleasing, approving, and 
extremely satisfying. God accepts and joys and rejoices over a body that is dedicated and living for Him. 

  
APPLICATION: 
This is the very thing for which believers should seek: to be acceptable and well-pleasing to God. Our bodies 

should be so dedicated—so pure and holy and clean, so committed and involved in helping people—that God's 
heart is flooded with joy and rejoicing. But note: if the believer's body is not causing God's heart to joy and rejoice, 
it is causing Him to feel pain and anguish. 

  
"Wherefore we labour, that whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him" (2 Cor. 5:9). 

  
b. The dedication of the body to God is the believer's reasonable service. 

⇒ The word "reasonable" means rational, intelligent, logical. It is an act of the mind, thinking and 
figuring out what and how to do something. 

⇒ The word "service" means worship, ministry.  
  

The idea is that the believer is to use his mind in dedicating his body to the service of God. He is to study the 
Scriptures, intelligently thinking about how to best serve God as he walks through life day by day. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Note how this indicates a worship time in God's Word and in prayer every day. The believer must constantly be 

seeking to know what is and is not allowed for his body; therefore, rational and intelligent study and decisions 
must be made through communion with the LORD. (What an enormous difference from the way most of us conduct 
our lives and treat our bodies in this life!) 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1 Do you think God is pleased with the dedication of your body to Him? Is He rejoicing or crying over the 
condition of the sacrifice of your body to Him? 

2.  What can you do to enhance your worship time in personal Bible study and prayer? 
  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
(12:1) Body: the world's view of the human body differs radically from God's view. This is clearly seen by contrasting 

the two views. 



1.  Some persons treat the body as though it were all that mattered in this world. They believe the body—its physical, 
mental, and social development—is what life is all about. Therefore, they declare that man must take care of his body to 
the ultimate degree, developing and getting the most out of it. They view the body as the very purpose for the existence of 
man, the reason lying behind the evolutionary process of man's being. (Note: this view is most often held by the 
humanistic, the disciplined, and the stoics of society; however, there are few persons who hold to a pure view of the 
human body. Most persons cross this view with the next view so as to live as they choose when they choose.) 

2.  Other persons treat the body as though it mattered little. It is reasonably or moderately important, but not of 
supreme importance. The supreme significance in life is the spirit of living and getting the most out of life. The attitude is 
"care for the body, yes, but be reasonable about its care. The body is not going to last forever, so do not let its care 
interfere with the enjoyment and pleasure of life. Eat, drink, and be merry—just do not kill yourself." (Note: this view is 
most often held by the carnal, the undisciplined, and the Epicureans of society. However, remember the statement above: 
there are few persons who hold to a pure view of either position.) 

3.  God's view of the human body differs radically from man's view. God's view of the body is higher and more 
supreme than man's view. Scripture reveals several significant things about the human body. 

a. When God created man, He created him in His own image (Genesis 1:27). That image rested in the 
human body. An image is only a shadow. It is like the picture on a stamp: the picture is not the person; it is only 
an image of the person. However, it is an image, and it is a likeness. Just what is meant by the "image" may be 
disputed, but the arguments do not matter. Whatever the image is... 

•  it was given to man by God. 
•  it was a part of man, of his being, of his person, of his body. 

  
b. When God sent His Son into the world, He chose to send Him in a human body. 

  
"Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took 

part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil; and deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage" 
(Hebrews 2:14-15). 

  
c. When God's Son was put to death and His body buried, God raised His body up from the grave and took 

His resurrected body into the spiritual world.  
d. Scripture teaches that the body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, that the body actually houses the presence 

of God's Spirit. 
  

"What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are God's" (1 Cor. 6:19-20). 

  
e. Scripture teaches that the body has been created to exist eternally and that the body of man will actually 

be resurrected from the dust of the ground and recreated into a perfect body (1 Cor. 15:1-58; 1 Thes. 4:14-18). 
f. Scripture teaches that the body is to be cared for to the ultimate degree, being developed and disciplined to 

the fullest. 
⇒ The ultimate degree of physical discipline. 

  
"Neither yield ye your members [bodily parts] as instruments of unrighteousness unto 

sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead [perfection], and 
your members as instruments of righteousness unto God" (Romans 6:13). 

  
⇒ The ultimate degree of mental discipline. 

  
"Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 

knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ" 
(2 Cor. 10:5). 

  
⇒ The ultimate degree of social discipline. 

  
"Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself" (Matthew 22:39). 



"Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them" (Matthew 7:12). 
  

g. Scripture teaches that the body is to enjoy life to the fullest. 
  

"I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly" (John 
10:10). 

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance: against such there is no law" (Galatians 5:22-23). 

  
In summary, Scripture teaches that the human body is of supreme importance to God; therefore, man should take care 

of his body as well as is humanly possible. The body does not exist for this life alone; it has a far more supreme purpose 
than to exist for only a few years and then cease to be. The body of man has been created by God to be resurrected and to 
live eternally.  

  
"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 

holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service" (Romans 12:1). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  In what way does man place more emphasis on the body than God does? In what way does God place 

more emphasis on the body than man?  
2.  What can you do to achieve the proper balance? 

  
3.  DO NOT BE CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD (v. 2). 

  
1.  The word "conformed" comes from the root word schema which means fashion, the outward form, the appearance 

of a man. It is the appearance of a person that changes from day-to-day and year to year. A man dresses differently for 
work than he does for an evening out. A man looks different as a young man than he does as an older man. His schema, 
his fashion, or his outward appearance differs. 

2.  The word "world" in the simplest of terms refers to the world itself and everything in it, for it is all corruptible. The 
world, including the heavens and earth and all therein, is aging, deteriorating, and dying. It will all pass away. The world 
is not perfect: not in being, order, morality, or justice. 

3.  The believer is not to be conformed to this world. Now note something: the world, the very fashion and appearance 
of the world... 

•  seems to be lasting, permanent, and unending 
•  seems to offer the very best of everything: pleasure, enjoyment, happiness, fulfillment, satisfaction, 

completeness 
  
However, the fashion and appearance of the world is a lie, a mask, a masquerade. Even the very spirit of the world has 

within it the seed of corruption. The seed of corruption is seen in the acts of the world and its nature, in the terrible spirit 
of... 

• 
 selfishness 

•  greed 
•  anger 
•  cursing 
•  hatred 
• 

 bitterness 
• 

 ungodliness 

•  savagery  
•  division 
•  war 
• 

 deceitfulness 
•  suffering 
•  conflict 
• 

 ignorance 

•  disorder 
• 

 deterioration 
•  decay  
•  sickness 
•  disease 
•  death 
•  pride 

  
Note two significant facts, facts that desperately need to be heeded by those in the world as well as by believers. 

a. The world itself and everything in it will pass away. 
  

"The fashion of this world passeth away" (1 Cor. 7:31). 



"While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the 
things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal" (2 Cor. 4:18). 

  
b. The believer is not to conform, that is, fashion himself, after the world... 

•  not to follow the fellowship of the world 
  

"Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the LORD, and touch 
not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be 
my sons and daughters, saith the LORD Almighty" (2 Cor. 6:17-18). 

  
•  not to follow the fashions and lusts of the world 

  
"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, 

the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world" (1 John 2:15-
16). 

  
•  not to follow the course of this world 

  
"Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the 

prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience" 
(Ephes. 2:2). 

  
•  not to follow the god of this world, Satan 

  
"In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the 

light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them" 
(2 Cor. 4:4). 

  
•  not to follow the leaders of this world 

  
"Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this 

world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: but we speak the wisdom of 
God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our 
glory: which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not 
have crucified the LORD of glory" (1 Cor. 2:6-8). 

  
•  not to follow the false security of the world 

  
"For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 

and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and knew not until the 
flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be" 
(Matthew 24:38-39). 

  
•  not to follow after the deceitful riches of this world 

  
"He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of 

this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he become unfruitful" 
(Matthew 13:22). 

  
•  not to live for the pleasures of this world 

  
"Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, 

as in a day of slaughter" (James 5:5). 
  

•  not to follow the crowds of the world 



  
"Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil" (Exodus 23:2). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What special challenges do you face in resisting the pull of the world? 
2.  What practical things can you do in order not to be conformed to this world? 

  
4.  BE TRANSFORMED (v. 2). 

  
The Greek root of the word transformed is morphe. Morphe means the real being of a man. It is the very nature and 

essence, the inseparable part, the unchanging shape of a man. The man in evening clothes looks different than he does in 
work clothes, but he is still the same man inwardly. The elderly man is the same man inwardly that he was as a young 
man. 

What the Bible is saying is clearly evident: the believer must undergo a radical change within his inner being in order 
to escape the world and its doom. The believer must be transformed and changed inwardly. His real self—his very nature, 
essence, personality, inner being—must be changed. 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Real change in a believer's life occurs within the heart. It can easily be said that any change on the inside will 

become evident to those around us. John Brokhoff writes: 
  

Three little girls were talking about their dads. One said, "My father is a doctor, and he practices 
medicine." Another said, "My dad's an attorney, and he practices law." The third said, "My father is a 
Christian, but he doesn't practice anymore." 

There are a lot of dads [and a lot of other people too] like that today.  
  

A Christian's transformation begins on the inside, not with an empty profession of faith. 
  
1.  How is a man transformed within his inner person? The Bible declares as simply as can be stated, "by the renewing 

of your mind." The believer's mind is to be renewed, which means to be made new, readjusted, changed, turned around, 
regenerated. 

a. The mind of man has been affected by sin. It desperately needs to be renewed. The mind is far from 
perfect. It is basically worldly, that is... 

•  selfish 
•  self-

centered 
•  self-

seeking 

•  centered 
on this world 

•  centered 
on the flesh 

•  centered 
on this life 

  
Scripture is clear about the corruption of a person's mind. The human mind has been tragically corrupted by 

man's selfishness and sin.  
⇒ A person's mind has become vain, empty, and futile in its imaginations. 

  
"Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but 

became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened" (Romans 1:21). 
  

⇒ A person's mind has become reprobate. 
  

"And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient" (Romans 1:28). 

  
⇒ A person's mind has become carnal and full of enmity against God. 

  
"Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 

indeed can be" (Romans 8:7). 



  
⇒ A person's mind has become blinded by Satan lest it believe the glorious gospel of Christ. 

  
"In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of 

the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them" (2 Cor. 4:4). 
  

⇒ A person's mind has become focused upon earthly things. 
  

"For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the 
enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is 
in their shame, who mind earthly things" (Phil. 3:18-19). 

  
⇒ A person's mind has become alienated from God and an enemy to God. 

  
"And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath 

he reconciled" (Col. 1:21). 
  

⇒ A person's mind has become fleshly. 
  

"Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, 
intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind" (Col. 2:18). 

  
⇒ A person's mind has become defiled. 

  
"Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing 

pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled" (Titus 1:15). 
  

b. The mind is renewed by the presence and the image of Christ in the life of the believer. When a person 
receives the Lord Jesus Christ as His LORD, the person is spiritually... 

•  born again (John 3:3-8; 1 Peter 1:23) 
•  made into a new man (Ephes. 4:24; Col. 3:10) 
•  made into a new creature (2 Cor. 5:17) 
•  given the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16; cp. 1 Cor. 2:9-15) 
•  changed into the image of Christ (2 Cor. 3:18; cp. Romans 8:29; 1 Cor. 15:49; Col. 3:10; 1 John 

3:2) 
  

What this means is a most wonderful truth, and it is easily seen. When a person receives Jesus Christ into 
his life, he receives the mind and the image of Christ as well. Christ places His mind into the believer's mind; 
that is, Christ changes the believer's mind to focus upon God. In addition, He stamps His image upon the 
person. Whereas the believer's mind and image were previously centered upon the world, they are now centered 
upon spiritual matters. The believer's mind and image are renewed, changed, turned around, and regenerated to 
focus upon God. However, it is critical to remember that only Christ can renew the human mind and image. 
Only Christ can implant the mind and image of Christ within a person. Only Christ can give His thoughts and 
the spirit to live out His thoughts to a person. 

c. The believer is to live a transformed life; that is, he is to walk day by day renewing his mind more and 
more. He is to allow the Spirit of Christ (the Holy Spirit) to focus his mind more and more upon God and 
spiritual things.  

⇒ The believer is to love the LORD with all his mind. 
  

"Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind" (Matthew 22:37). 

  
⇒ The believer is to keep his mind upon spiritual things not carnal things. 

  



"For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after 
the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace" (Romans 8:5-6). 

  
⇒ The believer is to cast down imaginations and every thought that interrupts his knowledge of 

God, captivating every thought for Christ. 
  

"For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (for the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 
casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ" (2 Cor. 10:3-5). 

  
⇒ The believer is not to let his mind be corrupted. 

  
"But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your 

minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ" (2 Cor. 11:3). 
  

⇒ The believer is not to fulfill the desires of the flesh and of the mind. 
  

"Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, 
even as others" (Ephes. 2:3). 

  
⇒ The believer is not to walk as the world walks, in the vanity of his mind. 

  
"This I say therefore, and testify in the LORD, that ye henceforth walk not as other 

Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind" (Ephes. 4:17). 
  

⇒ The believer is to let the mind of Christ be in him by walking humbly before God and men. 
  

"Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:5). 
  

⇒ The believer is to think only upon things of praise and virtue. 
  

"Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things" 
(Phil. 4:8). 

  
⇒ The believer is to live by the laws of God which God has put into his mind. 

  
"For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith 

the LORD; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to 
them a God, and they shall be to me a people" (Hebrews 8:10). 

  
⇒ The believer is to arm himself with the same mind as Christ in bearing suffering. 

  
"Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with 

the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin" (1 Peter 4:1). 
  
2.  The reason why the believer is to be transformed is extremely significant. The believer must prove the will of God. 

The word "prove" means both to find and to follow God's will. This is certainly understandable. If a person's mind is not 
renewed and focused upon God... 

•  how can the person ever find or discover or know the will of God? 
•  how can the person ever follow or obey or do the will of God? 

  



The only conceivable way a person can ever find and follow God's will is to focus and keep his mind upon God and 
upon the things of God. 

Note also how the will of God is described. Meditating upon the threefold description stirs a person to crave after 
God's will. God's will is said to be... 

•  good: beneficial, rich, bountiful, suitable, moral 
•  acceptable: pleasing, satisfactory, welcomed 
•  perfect: without error or mistake, flawless, complete, absolute, free from any need, short of nothing, 

completely fulfilled 
  
In summary, victory over the world is gained by the believer renewing his mind more and more. The believer must... 

•  focus His mind upon living and moving and having his being in God 
•  learn to concentrate upon God and the things of God 
•  mentally practice the presence of God 

  
Very practically, the believer must do exactly what Scripture says. Note the clarity of the life-changing instruction in 

this passage. What an enormous impact can be made upon lives when they actually follow the Word of God as stated 
here: 

  
"Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 

whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be 
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things" (Phil. 4:8). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  In practical terms, how is a person's mind transformed by the LORD? 
2.  What are some of the wonderful things that happen to the person who receives Christ into his or her 

life? 
3.  What is the greatest change you have observed in your own life since you became a believer? 

  
4.  What does it mean to "prove" the will of God? Why is this such an important part of the believer's life? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
Devotion to the LORD is not just encouraged; it is required of the believer. It is the kind of requirement that will not 

come easy to the faint of heart. Our lives must be marked by...  
  

•  a strong determination  
•  an unwavering commitment  
•  a strict focus on the LORD  

  
How is this done? By adhering to the clear points of this Scripture:  
  

1.  Be totally devoted. 
2.  Present your bodies to God. 
3.  Be not conformed to this world. 
4.  Be transformed. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment: 



  
Study 2: THE BELIEVER AND HIMSELF 
Text: Romans 12:3-8 
Aim: To take an inventory of what is really inside your heart. 

Memory Verse: 
"For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself 

more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the 
measure of faith" (Romans 12:3). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
After looking at the subject of the believer and God, the believer needs to look at the subject of himself. He needs to 

see what the exhortation of God is to him personally. There is a phrase from a popular old song, "Getting to know you, 
getting to know all about you" that captures the essence of this lesson: getting to know yourself. This is easier said than 
done. We live in a world of masks and illusions. In fact, we often do such a good job of hiding what is in our hearts that 
we even fool ourselves. 

One of the hardest tasks given to us is to study ourselves, stripped of any layers that hide our thoughts and attitudes. 
Why is it so difficult to look inside? One word describes our dilemma: Pride. 

⇒ Pride blinds us from seeing clearly. 
⇒ Pride distracts us from assuming responsibility for our faults. 
⇒ Pride dulls us to sinful habits, keeping us in bondage. 

  
We can never get a clear look inside our heart until we overcome pride. In this portion of Scripture, God directs two 

forceful charges to the believer personally. 
  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Think highly of yourself, but not too highly (v.3-5). 
2.  Use the gifts God has given (v.6-8). 

  
1.  THINK HIGHLY OF YOURSELF, BUT NOT TOO HIGHLY (v. 3-5). 

  
The believer is to think highly of himself, but not too highly. The exhortation is directed to "every man that is among 

you." Every believer needs to work at humility. Too many become conceited, prideful, and arrogant. They become puffed 
up with their own... 

• 
 importance 

•  looks 
• 

 popularity 
• 

 positions 

•  abilities 
• 

 performance 
•  wealth 
• 

 possessions 

• 
 opinions 

• 
 education 

• 
 goodness 

•  titles 
  
There are many who esteem themselves too highly and who think of themselves as better than others. God stands 

against such puffed up attitudes. 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Many people struggle with puffed up attitudes because of their perceived value of self-importance. But it only 

takes a little pin to burst the bubble of pride. 
  

A brand new professional was excited about his new office. As he sat behind his red mahogany 
executive desk, he thought to himself "I've made it now. I've finally arrived...I'm really important.…" As his 
mind wandered, he was interrupted by a knock on his door. "Ah hah," he thought to himself, "my first 
client." "Yes, come in!" he yelled to the client at the door. In order to look important and overly busy, he 
quickly put his phone up to his mouth and started an intense conversation. "Mr. Rockefeller, I need to know 
your final answer now. Are you committing to the business deal of a lifetime? Can we close the sale 
today?...Great! Let me call you right back." After he hung the phone up, he greeted the new client warmly, 



"Hi there, how can I help you today?" The client just shook his head and said, "I'm here to hook up your 
phone." 

  
Have you ever miscalculated your own importance? 

  
1.  Think of yourself, but think soberly. The word means to be balanced, sane, in one's right mind. Therefore, the 

exhortation is to think of yourself wisely and accurately, making a sane and well-balanced evaluation of yourself and your 
abilities, not an insane, imbalanced judgment. Note how strong this is: thinking too highly of yourself is an insane 
thought. Thinking that you are more important than someone else is insane behavior. Every person is important to God; 
every person is meaningful and significant to God's kingdom, no matter who the person is. 

2.  The reasons why we are to walk humbly before others are clearly spelled out. 
a. What we are and what we have has come from God. It is God who has "dealt to every man the measure of 

faith." The word "faith" in the context of these verses means a working faith. It includes both... 
•  the gifts and abilities God gives to a person 
•  the faith and drive or confidence to use the gifts 

  
Very simply, a working faith is the ability and drive within a person to get to it and to serve God, to make 

his contribution to life and society. Another way to say the same thing is this: the measure of faith (Romans 
12:3) and the proportion of faith (Romans 12:6) mean the spiritual gift and power which God gives to each 
believer for his special task on earth. Very simply, everything a person is and has comes from God. Nothing 
comes from man himself. Therefore, no person has reason to think too highly of himself. 

  
"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, 

with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning" (James 1:17). 
  

Note another fact as well: what we have received from God is only a measure. No person has a full measure 
of anything. No person is perfected in any area. We all age, deteriorate, and decay. We all have to move aside 
eventually for others, no matter what our abilities and contributions. We have no reason to think too highly of 
ourselves. 

  
"But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ" (Ephes. 

4:7). 
  

b. God gifts every person, not just one person nor just a few persons. Note that God deals to every man a 
measure of faith. No person or persons have a monopoly on any gift or ability. Every single believer has been 
gifted by God; not a single believer has been omitted by God. One believer is as important to God as any other 
believer, no matter who the believer may be. There is no room for pride and arrogance in the Kingdom of God, 
no place for thinking that one is more important than others. Such thoughts are insane. 

c. Genuine believers are one body in Christ. This is the most beautiful picture of the body of Christ in 
Scripture, and because of its effectiveness, it is often used (cp. 1 Cor. 10:17; 1 Cor. 10:12:12f; 1 Cor. 10:12:27; 
Ephes. 1:22-23; Ephes. 2:16; Ephes. 4:4, 15-16; Ephes. 5:22f; Col. 1:18, 24).  

  
"For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: So we, 

being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another" (Romans 12:4-5).  
  

Believers can be compared to the human body. The human body has many parts or members, and no two 
members have the same function. So it is with believers. Believers are many, yet they are one body in Christ. 
Every single believer has a distinct function to fulfill in the world, yet he is a member of all other believers. It 
should be noted that the believer's union is not organizational. It is not the same kind of unity that exists in a 
civic or social club, which is a unity based upon such things as friendship, preference, neighborhood, 
profession, human need, opinion, or organization. The union between genuine believers is born of the Spirit of 
God, of a true spiritual birth and union. It is a union that is in constant and intimate fellowship with God and 
that draws its life, purpose, meaning, and significance from God. The union between genuine believers is a 
union that is quickened and made alive by a common Spirit, a Spirit that truly lives, the Holy Spirit of God 
Himself. 



The point is clearly stated: all members do not have the same office or function. God has set the believer in 
the world for a specific purpose, and God has gifted the believer with whatever measure of faith is needed to 
fulfill his function. The believer is a member or a part of the whole body, with each member having his task to 
perform. There is no room for self-elevation, pride, or arrogance—no room for thinking too highly of oneself. 
The believer does not stand alone in the world. Every believer has a measure of faith to do his task, and every 
member is needed to get the task done. Therefore, no believer has the right to think of himself more highly than 
any other believer. Every single believer is important to the body of Christ. Every believer is needed to 
complete, fulfill, and perfect the body. The body becomes handicapped without the active functioning of every 
member. Every member is very important. 

The point is this: believers are to evaluate and know themselves well. They are to know who they are and 
the gifts that God has given them. They are to evaluate the measure of faith God has given, and they are to be 
honest and accurate in their evaluation. They are not to overevaluate nor to under-evaluate. A believer's 
judgment about himself must be accurate and wise in order to accomplish his task upon earth. 

  
APPLICATION 1: 
Only as we know ourselves—accurately, honestly, and truthfully—can we make the contribution we should to 

our families, jobs, society, church, and the world. Only as we serve to our full capacity can we fulfill our task on 
earth. 

⇒ If we think too highly of ourselves, we attempt too much and end up failing. 
⇒ If we think too little of ourselves, we never do as much as we could do nor make the contributions that 

we could have made. 
  

"Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 
better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of 
others" (Phil. 2:3-4). 

  
APPLICATION 2: 
God gifts the believer with a certain measure of spiritual gifts; therefore, the believer is to use whatever 

measure of faith he has in order to use his gifts for God. However, the believer should always be praying for more 
and more faith. 

  
"LORD, increase our faith" (Luke 17:5). 
"LORD, I believe; help thou mine unbelief" (Mark 9:24). 
"So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 10:17). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What are some things that can cause pride in your life? What practical things can you do to check the 
growth of pride? 

2.  God has given each believer a measure of faith and spiritual gifts. Is your measure… 
•  lying around unused? 
•  occasionally used? 
•  used only under pressure? 
•  always in use and open to more? 

3.  The Body of Christ is made up of all believers, with each believer being vital to the life of the Body. 
Are you being responsible to do your part in keeping the body alive and functioning? 

  
2.  USE THE GIFTS GOD HAS GIVEN YOU (v. 6-8). 

  
The believer is to use the gifts God has given him. The word "gift" means the very special ability given to the believer 

by God. Note that the gift is from God; it is not a natural talent. The believer could not have attained nor secured the 
ability himself. It is a spiritual gift; that is, it is given by the Spirit of God for spiritual purposes. It is given to the believer 
so that he can fulfill his task on earth. 

Note also that the gifts are said to be given "according to the grace that is given to us." This means that the gifts are 
given after we come to know the grace of God. This is part of our heritage in Christ, the glorious privilege... 

•  of being given a very special task upon earth 
•  of being given purpose and meaning and significance in life 



•  of being given a very special gift or gifts to fulfill our task on earth 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Each believer has been given one or more spiritual gifts for a very specific reason: to glorify God by 

ministering to people. God invites each one of us to reach out in His name. Larry Gilbert writes: 
  

In the courtyard of a quaint little church in a French village stood a beautiful marble statue of Jesus 
with His hands outstretched. One day during the war, a bomb struck near the statue and mutilated it. After 
the battle was over and the enemy had passed through, the citizens of the village decided to find the pieces 
of their beloved statue and reconstruct it. 

Though the statue was not a work of art by Michelangelo or Bernini, it was part of their lives, and they 
loved it. Patiently they gathered the broken pieces and reassembled it. Even the scars on the body added to 
its beauty, but there was one problem. They were not able to find the hands of the statue. 

"A Christ without hands is no Christ at all," someone said sadly. "What's a LORD without hands. We 
need a new statue." Then someone else came along with another idea, and it prevailed. A brass plaque was 
attached to the base of the statue, saying, "I have no hands but your hands." 

  
Years later someone saw that inscription and wrote the following lines: 

  
"I have no hands but your hands to do my work today. 
I have no feet but your feet to lead men on the way.  
I have no tongue but your tongue to tell men how I died. 
I have no help but your help to bring men to God's side." 

  
Spiritual gifts are God's provision for the Holy Spirit to minister to people, through people.  

  
Now, what are the gifts? Several are singled out in this passage. 
1.  There is the gift of prophecy. In the Old Testament the gift of prophecy was the gift to proclaim and explain the will 

of God. The proclamation dealt with past, present, and future events. However, in the New Testament, the gift of 
prophecy changes dramatically. The prophet is seldom seen predicting the future. Instead, he is seen proclaiming what has 
taken place in the Lord Jesus Christ and what has been revealed by Christ concerning future events. His function is to 
edify, exhort, and comfort. The Scripture is clear about this. 

  
"He that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification and exhortation and comfort" (1 Cor. 14:3). 

  
The prophet is the man who proclaims and explains the Word of God... 

•  the living Word, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself 
•  the written Word, the Holy Scripture 

  
Having said this, it should be noted that prophecy is the gift of speaking under the inspiration of God's Spirit. It 

includes both prediction and proclamation, and neither one should be minimized despite the abuse of the gift. 
There is no question, the gift to predict events has been abused to the point of the ridiculous. However, the abuse of a 

gift does not eliminate the gift: the Spirit of God does sometimes give believers a glimpse into coming events in order to 
prepare and strengthen them to face the events. 

However, the major function of prophecy is clearly stated by Scripture, and the fact should be learned by all believers: 
  

"He that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification and exhortation and comfort" (1 Cor. 14:3). 
  

APPLICATION: 
Note a crucial point: a prophet of the Lord Jesus Christ must first know Him before he can proclaim the good 

news about Jesus Christ. How can a man tell the world about someone when he does not know the person himself? 
  
2.  There is the gift of ministry. The word is often used of a servant or of a person who serves and ministers to others in 

the most practical ways. Therefore, the meaning would be the very special ability to serve, minister, aid, help, and assist 
others—to assist them in such a way that they are built up and truly helped. It is the most practical of gifts. Most of us 
know a few people who are always willing to help and who are unusually gifted in helping others when help is needed. 



All of us can help, and all of us can develop our willingness and ability to help, but there are some believers who are 
unusually gifted with the very special gift of ministry. 

  
"As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the 

household of faith" (Galatians 6:10). 
  
3.  There is the gift of teaching. Teaching is the ability to explain, root, and ground people in the truth. The Word of 

God not only needs to be proclaimed by the prophet, but it must also be explained by the teacher. People must be guided 
and rooted in all the truths of the Word day by day, week by week, and year by year. This is the teacher's task. 

  
APPLICATION: 
How desperately the church needs good, solid teaching. People are walking out the back door of the church 

almost as fast as they are coming in the front door, all because they are not rooted and grounded in Christ. 
  

"And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after 
that miracles, then gifts of healing, helps, governments, diversities of tongues" (1 Cor. 12:28). 

  
4.  There is the gift of exhortation. This is the very special ability to excite, motivate, advise, encourage, comfort, and 

warn people. The dominant factor would be the motivation and encouragement of people, the ability to stir people to make 
a decision for Christ and to grow in Him. It is the gift that arouses people to get up and get busy fulfilling their task for the 
LORD. 

  
"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 

doctrine" (2 Tim. 4:2). 
  
5.  There is the gift of giving. This simply means the giving of one's earthly possessions such as money, clothing, and 

food. Note that in listing this particular gift, Scripture adds a point: it tells how the person is to give. He is to give with 
"simplicity." The word has several ideas. It means... 

•  to give with sincerity  
•  to give with singleness of heart and without show 
•  to give liberally and generously 

  
The point is this: God gives some persons the special gift to make money in order to have plenty to help others and to 

spread the gospel around the world. These persons... 
•  must give and give generously. God gave them the gift of making money in order to have enough to 

fulfill the will of God for the world. Therefore, they must give liberally. 
•  must not hoard and bank and misuse their gift of wealth 
•  must not give grudgingly and complainingly about having to give 
•  must not give to attract attention or to heap honor upon themselves 
•  must not give to boost their own egos and pride 

  
"But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth" (Matthew 

6:3). 
  
6.  There is the gift of ruling. This means the ability of leadership, authority, administration, government. Note that this 

person is to lead with diligence: with haste, zeal, desire, and concentrated attention. There is no room for laziness, 
complacency, and irresponsibility in the Kingdom of God and His church. The leaders are the ones who are to blaze the 
path for the flock of God, and they are to do it with zeal, hard work, and iron determination. 

  
"Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the LORD" (Romans 12:11). 

  
7.  There is the gift of mercy. This is a person who is full of forgiveness and compassion, pity and kindness toward 

others. Note that the merciful person is to show mercy with a cheerful heart. The word means kind, cheerful, joyful. The 
person with the gift of mercy... 

•  is not to forgive grudgingly 
•  is not to hesitate in forgiving others 



•  is not to show mercy in an annoyed spirit 
•  is not to show mercy in a spirit of criticism and rebuke toward the person who needs help. (This often 

happens when the person is down and out because of unemployment, lack of education, or some other 
unfortunate circumstance.) 

  
The believer who has the spirit of mercy is to do all he can to lift up the person needing help. 
  

"Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy" (Matthew 5:7). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What is the difference between a spiritual gift and a natural talent? 
2.  Think of people who have been gifted with each of the gifts mentioned above. How do they add to the 

Body of Christ? 
3.  Have you tapped in to your specific spiritual gift(s)? Are you using it or them for God's glory? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
When you look in the mirror of life, what kind of reflection do you see? Is it a reflection that is distorted by pride or 

the reflection of a life lived in God's Word? The only way to get to know yourself is to see yourself in the light of God's 
Word: you must heed the teaching of Scripture. 

  
1.  Think highly of yourself, but not too highly. 
2.  Use the gifts God has given you. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  

Study 3: THE BELIEVER AND OTHER BELIEVERS 
Text: Romans 12:9-13 
Aim: To fully understand your duty, your responsibility to other believers. 

Memory Verse: 
"Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another" 

(Romans 12:10). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
Have you ever had to do a job but lacked the correct tools? There are certain home projects that can only be done with 

a drill. There are certain repair jobs that can only be done with a pair of pliers. Any home handyman can testify that a job 
goes more smoothly when the right tools are available. Can the same be true of the believer's effort to relate to other 
believers? Note this simple story: 

  
When we bought our new television set, the neighbors gathered on Saturday to help us put up the antenna. 

Since we had only the simplest tools, we weren't making much progress...until a man who was new on the block 
appeared with an elaborate tool box, with everything we needed to get the antenna up in record time. As we stood 
around congratulating ourselves on this piece of good luck, we asked our new neighbor what he made with such 
fancy tools. Looking at us all, he smiled and answered, Friends, mostly.  

  
How should the believer relate to other believers? How should he treat believers and behave toward them? This subject 

is of vital concern to Christ. 



  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Love sincerely—without hypocrisy (v.9-10). 
2.  Serve the LORD (v.11). 
3.  Conquer trials (v.12). 
4.  Meet needs unselfishly (v.13). 

  
1.  LOVE SINCERELY—WITHOUT HYPOCRISY (v. 9-10). 

  
The word "dissimilation" means without hypocrisy, without playacting. It means that a person does not just say, "I love 

you," but he actually loves. He sincerely loves; he honestly and truthfully loves. The love being spoken about is love for 
all men and not only for believers. The believer must never pretend, be hypocritical, playact, or have an ulterior motive 
when dealing with others. He must show love and respect, interest and attention, care and concern; but he must not show 
it from an impure motive: 

⇒ to seek gain 
⇒ to gain an 

advantage 
⇒ to gain position 
⇒ to gain attention 

⇒ to fulfill a duty 
⇒ to push self 

forward 
⇒ to court favor 
⇒ to boost self 

  
The believer must love others with a pure and sincere love, being completely free of selfish motives. He must love 

others for themselves because they are fellow human beings who have the same emotional and spiritual needs he has, 
needs which can only find their fulfillment in Christ. He must love them because God loves them and because they 
desperately need to know that Jesus Christ has come to earth to reveal God's love to all men. The believer's dealings with 
all men must be in love: a sincere love, a love without hypocrisy and double-dealing. 

  
"Giving no offence in anything...by love unfeigned [genuine]" (2 Cor. 6:3, 6). 
"Prove the sincerity of your love" (2 Cor. 8:8). 

  
There are four very practical ways the believer is to demonstrate his love for other men. Remember that the love being 

commanded is love for all men, for the lost as well as for other believers. 
1.  The believer is to love by hating evil. The word "abhor" is strong, very strong. It means to hate with intense feeling, 

to loathe, to look upon with horror. Love desires the very best for people; therefore, love hates evil, for evil destroys 
human life. The believer stands against evil, doing all he can to fight... 

•  hunger and poverty 
•  hurt and pain 
•  drunkenness and drugs 
•  cursing and bitterness 
•  suggestive and enticing dress 
•  unjust and improper behavior 
•  hoarding and divisiveness 
•  disease and suffering 
•  ignorance and godless education 
•  family divisiveness and divorce 
•  off-colored and dirty talk 
•  immorality and destructive sex 
•  selfishness and greed 
•  corruption and death 

  
The list could go on and on. The point is that the believer must love, and he shows his love by hating and fighting 

against that which is evil. 
  

"Abhor that which is evil" (Romans 12:9). 
"Abstain from all appearance of evil" (1 Thes. 5:22). 

  



2.  The believer is to love by cleaving to that which is good. The word "cleave" means to join or fasten together, to 
attach, to cement or glue together. The believer is to desire only the very best—all the good possible—for people. He is to 
cleave to the good and to work for everyone to know and experience the good. The believer shows that he truly loves 
people by holding fast and working for the good. 

  
"But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be 

great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil" (Luke 
6:35). 

"For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men" 
(1 Peter 2:15). 

  
3.  The believer is to love by loving his brothers in Christ, by being kind and affectionate toward them. The word 

"affectionate" means the love existing between family members. This charge is dealing with the Christian family, the 
brothers and sisters within the church. We are to love each other by being kind and affectionate. We are a family of 
children who have actually been adopted by God as His sons and daughters (2 Cor. 6:17-18; Galatians 4:4-6; Romans 
8:16-17). Therefore, the believer is to live as a family member with his brothers and sisters; he is to live being both kind 
and affectionate. Note: there is no dissension or divisiveness in love. The church is to live in love, and living in love is 
peace. 

  
"A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love 

one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another" (John 13:34-
35). 

  
4.  The believer is to love by giving preference to other believers. The word "honor" means to reverence, respect, 

esteem. The word "preferring" means to go before, to lead, to set an example. The charge is clear: the believer is to take 
the lead in esteeming and expressing respect for others. Imagine a church full of believers with each taking the lead in 
esteeming and honoring the other. What a picture of true love and care, of real warmth and tenderness, of great strength 
and manliness. 

  
APPLICATION: 
How needed this exhortation is in the church and among believers! How many are hurt—how many have 

launched out to stir up trouble—how much divisiveness has been caused because a brother or sister was... 
•  overlooked 
•  not 

honored 
•  not 

esteemed 
•  not 

thanked 
•  not 

recognized 

•  not given a 
position 

•  not given a 
right 

•  not given a 
place 

•  not shown 
appreciation 

  
"For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of 

himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to 
every man the measure of faith" (Romans 12:3). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What kind of damage can a hypocritical love cause another person? How can a believer avoid being 
insincere in this way? 

2.  How are love and hate interrelated for the believer? Are you doing your part to hate evil? To show 
contempt for it? What are some positive ways you can take a stand against evil? 

3.  Why is the charge to "cleave to that which is good" such an important aspect of showing love? 
4.  What is the most loving thing another believer has done for you? Did this encourage you to do good 

toward others? 
  

2.  SERVE THE LORD (v. 11). 



  
The charge is threefold. 
  
1.  Do not lag in zeal; do not be slothful in business. The word "slothful" means to be lazy, slow-moving, sluggish, 

lethargic, complacent, hesitating, delaying. The word "busyness" means diligence, zeal, earnestness. The exhortation is 
clear: the believer must... 

•  not be lazy or slow-moving in zeal 
•  not be sluggish or lethargic in diligence 
•  not be hesitating or delaying in earnestness 

  
The believer must not approach life in a lackadaisical, easy-going, slow-moving fashion. The world is reeling in pain, 

with millions starving and suffering due to man's selfishness, sin, hoarding, disease, war, death—and the list could go on 
and on. The believer must not give in to sluggishness and complacency. He must serve the LORD with all diligence, zeal, 
and earnestness. He must be enthusiastic in his service. 

  
"Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is 

good, that he may have to give to him that needeth" (Ephes. 4:28). 
  
2.  Be fervent in spirit. The Greek word "fervent" means hot, boiling, set aflame. The believer's spirit is to be hot, that 

is, boiling and flaming for Christ. The believer must have a holy zeal for Christ. He must be aflame in his service for 
Christ. Why? The world is reeling under the weight of desperate need and dying without Christ, being doomed to an 
eternity separated from God. 

  
"Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the 

church" (1 Cor. 14:12). 
  
3.  Serve the LORD. The idea is that we are to be focusing upon the LORD in all we do. It is Him whom we serve. We 

live in order to serve Him; that is, our very purpose for being on earth is to minister for Him and His kingdom. 
  

"And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the LORD, and not unto men; knowing that of the LORD ye 
shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the LORD Christ" (Col. 3:23-24). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Too many people—believers included—allow someone else to do the work or service they themselves should 

be doing. As the following comic story points out, it can become a way of life. 
  

A farmer was sitting on the porch of his house when a stranger came by and asked, "How's things?" 
"Tolerable," came the reply. He continued, "Two weeks ago a tornado came along and knocked down all 
the trees I would have had to chop down for this winter's firewood. Then last week lightning struck the 
brush I had planned to burn to clear the fields for planting." 

The stranger responded, "That's remarkable, what are you doing now?" The farmer answered, "Waiting 
on an earthquake to come along and shake the taters out of the ground."   

  
The charge of God is clear: we are to serve with zeal—not be served. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What is the root cause of slothfulness? Why is it especially important for a believer not to be slothful or 
lazy? 

2.  How does a believer become fervent in spirit? What kind of impact does a person who is fervent in spirit 
have upon the LORD's service? 

  
3.  CONQUER TRIALS (v. 12). 

  
While on earth the believer will face all kinds of problems, difficulties, trials, tribulations, ordeals, sufferings, and pain. 

Nevertheless, the believer has an overcoming resource. He can conquer the trials of life by doing three critical things. 



1.  The believer is to rejoice in hope. His hope is God—God's presence, concern, and care. The believer knows that 
God will do one of two things: either remove the trial or deliver him through the trial. The believer knows he does not 
have to face trials alone, that no situation is hopeless. The believer is the eternal optimist: his hope is in the eternal God. 
Therefore, he not only hopes in the delivering power of God, he joys and rejoices in the hope God has given him. 

  
"Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, 

in this present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus 2:12-13). 

  
2.  The believer is to endure trials. The word "patient" means to endure, remain, persevere, abide, bear up bravely. The 

believer actually experiences a surge of fortitude from Christ when trials confront him. 
  

"I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me" (Phil. 4:13). 
  
3.  The believer is to continue in prayer. The phrase "continuing instant" means to give constant attention to; to be 

devoted and attentive to; to give unceasing care to; to wait steadfastly upon; to persevere. Very simply, the believer 
overcomes trials by giving constant attention to God and waiting upon His delivering power. The believer stays in 
constant communion with his LORD, depending upon Him to supply the strength to walk through the trials of daily living. 

  
"Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: for every 

one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened" 
(Matthew 7:7-8; cp. Matthew 7:9-11). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  The world is full of overwhelming situations and troublesome circumstances. As a believer, what is to 
be your response to difficult trials? 

2.  Why is patience during trials such an important need in a believer's life? 
  

4.  MEET NEEDS UNSELFISHLY (v. 13). 
  
Two very simple demands are made of believers. 
1.  The believer is to give generously, to share with those in need. He is to "distribute," that is, to give and share, in 

order to meet their needs. 
  

"But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and 
Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem. It hath pleased them 
verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, 
their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things" (Romans 15:25-27). 

  
2.  The believer is to be given to hospitality. He is to open the door of his home to believers who are in need. 

⇒ The bishop or minister must be given to hospitality. 
  

"A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, 
given to hospitality, apt to teach" (1 Tim. 3:2). 

  
⇒ All believers must open their door—even to strangers in need. 

  
"Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares" 

(Hebrews 13:2). 
  

⇒ All believers must use hospitality as a means to minister and use it without grumbling. 
  

"Use hospitality one to another without grudging" (1 Peter 4:9). 
  

⇒ Widows in particular are to use hospitality as a means to minister. 
  



"Well reported of for good works; if she have brought up children, if she have lodged strangers, 
if she have washed the saints' feet, if she have relieved the afflicted, if she have diligently followed 
every good work" (1 Tim. 5:10). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
How far open does your front door swing when the need for hospitality presents itself? It has been joked that 

the definition of hospitality is the skill of making your guests feel at home while secretly wishing that they were at 
home—their own home! There are few greater opportunities for Christian service given to the believer than to 
share the warmth of his or her home. 

  
A Chicago businessman called his wife to get her okay for him to bring home a visiting foreigner as a 

guest for dinner that night. At the time, the wife had three children in school and one preschooler, so there 
were plenty of important things to do besides entertaining strangers. But she consented and the meal came 
off without a hitch. The foreigner, an important Spanish official, never forgot that meal. 

Years later, some friends of that family went to Spain as missionaries. Their work was brought to a 
standstill, however, by government regulations. When the Spanish official got word that the missionaries 
were friends of that hospitable Chicago couple, he used his influence to clear away the restrictions. There 
is a church today in that province of Spain, due in part to that one meal!  

  
Just think of the future possibilities that your open door can do for the cause of Christ! 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Who is the most generous person you know? Does the amount of a person's wealth have anything to do 
with being generous? Why or why not? 

2.  Why do you think God considers hospitality to be such an important part of a believer's life? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
How should the believer relate to other believers? How should he treat believers and behave toward them? Do you 

have the right tools to get the job done—the task of rightly relating to other believers? The clear points from Scripture 
spell out what God expects from each believer: 

  
1.  Love sincerely—without hypocrisy. 
2.  Serve the LORD. 
3.  Conquer trials. 
4.  Meet needs unselfishly. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  

Study 4: THE BELIEVER AND UNBELIEVERS 
Text: Romans 12:14-21 
Aim: To develop the traits that will strengthen your testimony before unbelievers. 

Memory Verse: 
"If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men" (Romans 12:18). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
What impact does your Christian witness have upon those around you…  



⇒ your family member who is lost, without Christ? 
⇒ your fellow employee who is lost, bound for hell? 
⇒ your neighbor who is lost, forever separated from God's presence? 

  
The believer is expected to conduct himself in the most noble fashion when dealing with the world of unbelievers. God 

expects His follower to control himself and to gain complete victory over his flesh. He expects the believer to give a 
strong testimony to the love of God, to demonstrate the love and forgiveness of God for all men. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Bless those who persecute you (v.14). 
2.  Show genuine interest in the experiences of men (v.15). 
3.  Seek harmony and associate with the lowly (v.16). 
4.  Live above reproach (v.17). 
5.  Live at peace with all (v.18). 
6.  Give no place to revenge (v.19-21). 

  
1.  BLESS THOSE WHO PERSECUTE YOU (v. 14). 

  
The word "bless" means to speak well of. Therefore, the believer is charged to do something that could be most 

difficult: to speak well of those who persecute him. Picture how difficult this is when you are verbally or physically 
attacked: mistreated, insulted, by-passed, overlooked, slandered, cursed, abused, injured. You are to bless the person who 
attacks you; you are to bless your persecutor whether he is your... 

•  next door 
neighbor 

•  family member 
•  fellow worker 
•  classmate 
•  employee 
•  employer 

•  friend 
•  fellow 

committee member
•  fellow church 

member 

  
What does it mean to bless and to speak well of? 
1.  It means to speak well to our persecutors. We do not react against them by cursing, speaking harshly, or striking out 

at them. We do not try to hurt them either verbally or physically. On the contrary, we seek to find something that is 
commendable about them and we commend them for it. 

  
"Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are 

thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing" (1 Peter 3:9). 
  
2.  It means to speak well about our persecutors. When speaking to others, we do not criticize or pass judgment on the 

persecutor, but we mention some commendable trait. We praise some "good thing" about the person; we do not tear him 
down. 

3.  It means to pray for our persecutors. We must do as Jesus said and did. 
  

"But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you" (Matthew 5:44). 

  
APPLICATION: 
Think of the impact upon persecutors when an attitude of love and blessing is demonstrated toward them. Every 

persecutor is not won to Christ, but every persecutor has had a strong witness borne to him that can be used by the 
Holy Spirit in the persecutor's quiet and thoughtful moments. And some persecutors are won to Christ. This is 
what God is after. 

  
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 
  
4.  It means to do good to our persecutors. 



  
"But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you" (Luke 6:27). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Think of the person who has hurt you the most. Can you bring yourself to speak well to him or her? Can 
this act of grace be done in your own strength? 

2.  A spirit of gossip and slander can trap you if you fail to obey this command to bless your persecutors. 
What steps must you take to have a right heart toward your persecutors?  

3.  Do you keep a written prayer list for other people? If you do, is there anyone on your list who has 
persecuted you? What advantages are to be gained if you pray for them? 

  
2.  SHOW GENUINE INTEREST IN THE EXPERIENCES OF MEN (v. 15). 

  
Two particular acts are mentioned. 
1.  We are to rejoice with them that rejoice. This does not mean that we are to participate in the partying affairs of the 

world. Far from it, God calls the believer to separation (2 Cor. 6:17-18). What it means is that we are to rejoice with our 
neighbors and friends and acquaintances when something good happens to them. We are to join them in their moment of 
joy: 

•  a new baby 
•  some 

achievement 
•  some 

promotion 

•  some new 
purchase 

•  some 
recognition 

•  some honor 
  
Whatever the moment of joy is, we are to rejoice with them. However, this charge is not as easy as it sounds on the 

surface, for it often goes against the grain of human nature. Too often it is human nature... 
•  to envy others' success 
•  to feel disappointment 
•  to act indifferent 
•  to be judgmental 

  
Sometimes we have a difficult time in rejoicing over another person's success. This is the reason for this charge to the 

believer. The believer is to feel and act differently than the world acts. The believer is to conquer his nature: he is to feel 
joy over the success of others and to show his joy by congratulating and joining them in their moments of joy. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Note that this is the very behavior of God. God rejoices in the prosperity of His people. 

  
"Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my righteous cause: yea, let them say 

continually, Let the LORD be magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servant" (Psalm 
35:27). 

  
2.  We are to weep with them that weep. This, of course, refers to our friends and fellow men who are facing some trial 

or loss, some moment of suffering. It may be a personal pain or business loss, a family hurt or sorrow or suffering. No 
matter what it is that causes the weeping, the Christian believer is to draw near the person and feel with him. The 
noteworthy trait of the believer is empathy, the fact that he is touched by the infirmities of men. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Note that this, too, is a trait of God. 

  
"For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but 

was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne 
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need" (Hebrews 4:15-16). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 



It is only when we care, really feel with other people who are suffering, that our credibility will be received as 
authentic, real. Charles Stanley tells the story of a farmer who had some puppies he needed to sell: 

  
He painted a sign advertising the pups and set about nailing it to a post on the edge of his yard. As he 

was driving the last nail into the post, he felt a tug on his overalls. He looked down into the eyes of a little 
boy.  

"Mister," he said. "I want to buy one of your puppies." 
"Well," said the farmer, as he wiped the sweat off the back of his neck, "these puppies come from fine 

parents and cost a good deal of money." 
The boy dropped his head for a moment. Then reaching deep into his pocket, he pulled out a handful of 

change and held it up to the farmer. "I've got thirty-nine cents. Is that enough to take a look?" 
"Sure," said the farmer. And with that he let out a whistle. "Here, Dolly!" he called. Out from the 

doghouse ran Dolly followed by four little balls of fur. The little boy pressed his face against the chainlink 
fence. His eyes danced with delight.  

As the dogs made their way to the fence, the little boy noticed something else stirring in the doghouse. 
Slowly another little ball appeared; this one noticeably smaller. In a somewhat awkward manner the little 
puppy began hobbling toward the others, doing its best to catch up. This was clearly the runt of the litter.  

"I want that one," said the boy pointing to the runt.  
The farmer knelt down at the boy's side and said, Son, you don't want that puppy. He will never be able 

to run and play with you like these other dogs would. 
With that the little boy stepped back from the fence, reached down, and began rolling up the leg of his 

trousers. In doing so, he revealed a steel brace running down both sides of his leg and attaching itself to a 
specially made shoe. Looking back up at the farmer, he said, 'You see, sir, I don't run too well myself, and 
he will need someone who understands."   

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What are some things you need to overcome to experience the pain and joy of others? 
2.  What practical things can you do to rejoice with those who are rejoicing? 
3.  How sensitive is your heart when people around you are hurting? 

_____I'm tough as nails, showing no emotion. 
_____I'm concerned, but don't want to appear to be weak. 
_____I don't have time to get involved in others' problems.  
_____I don't want to be associated with the wrong people. 
_____I'm heartbroken when I see others in pain. 

  
3.  SEEK HARMONY AND ASSOCIATE WITH THE LOWLY (v. 16). 

  
Three very specific instructions are given. 
1.  The believer is to "be of the same mind" toward others. This refers primarily to our attitude and behavior toward 

others and their lot in life. The believer is to strive to get into the very minds of other men and to understand them. He is to 
strive to understand their lives: 

⇒ their person and being 
⇒ their lot and condition in life 
⇒ their status and position 
⇒ their needs and feelings 

  
The believer is to understand the other person to such a degree that he can completely identify with and feel with the 

person. It is to be said that the believer is "of the same mind" as the other person. Just think of the enormous impact such 
love and empathy would have upon the world in bringing peace and unity, in meeting the desperate needs of so many. 
How can the believer demonstrate such love and empathy? The next two points clearly answer the question. 

  
"Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, 

and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment" (1 Cor. 1:10). 

  



2.  The believer is not to mind high things, but to condescend to men of low estate. "High things" refers to seeking the 
things of preeminence, honor, prestige, and recognition. It means keeping one's mind upon... 

•  high society 
•  high positions 
•  affluence 

  
The believer is not to be snobbish, not to allow his mind to roam around in the high things of this world. On the 

contrary, he is to condescend to men of low estate. He is to look upon the poor and lowly and to give his life to meeting 
their needs. The believer is not to be above the lowly of this world. He is not to neglect, ignore, separate, criticize, or 
despise the lowly. He is to condescend and give himself to walking among them and helping them. He is to be friendly 
and kind, loving and gracious in helping to meet the needs of a desperate world. 

  
"But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, 

as he that doth serve" (Luke 22:26). 
"He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, 

and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?" (Micah 6:8). 
  
3.  The believer is not to be wise in his own conceits. He is not to have too high an opinion of himself, as though he is 

above and better than the lowly. Of course, many do feel above and better than others, and they choose the most foolish of 
things to give them superior feelings, for example, clothes. 

What is it that makes people conceited, that makes them feel above or better than others? While we stir our thoughts, 
just note how weak and shabby these things are (and yet people base their lives upon such weak things). People feel above 
and better than others because of... 

•  clothes 
•  social 

group 
•  position 

•  cars 
•  job 
• 

 recognition 

• 
 school 

• 
 honor 

• 
 wealth 

  
The list could go on and on, but note how weak a foundation each of these provides to human life. Not just any one of 

them, but all of them could disappear or collapse overnight. The believer is not to walk through life as a conceited fool, 
thinking himself above and better than other persons. He is to walk humbly, knowing that he is a man just like all other 
men. He is of inestimable value, yes, but of no more value than any other man—even those who have little of this world's 
vanishing possessions. 

  
Note another fact that needs to be considered. The pride of intellect or fancied superiority is probably the worst pride 

there is. It is more insidious and more injurious than any other pride. It leads to a contempt of the opinions of others and 
an extreme reliance on self (Col. 1:18; 3 John 9). 

The attitude which the gospel requires is that of a little child: simple, trusting, and humble (Proverbs 3:7; Isaiah 5:21; 
Romans 11:25). 

  
"For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself 

more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the 
measure of faith" (Romans 12:3). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Why is it so important to communicate to people on their own level? Does this make you a better or 
lesser man? 

2.  How does "spiritual snobbery" turn people against the Christian life? How can you avoid being a part of 
this? 

3.  What things can cause conceit in a person's life? What practical steps can you take to keep from 
becoming conceited? 

  
4.  LIVE ABOVE REPROACH (v. 17). 

  



Two behaviors in particular are mentioned. 
1.  The believer is not to react; he is not to return evil for evil to anyone. In the world and in the course of behavior 

between men, everyone is mistreated and reacted against at one time or another. Therefore, the believer suffers evil and 
mistreatment just as everyone else does. However, the genuine believer also suffers evil and mistreatment because he is a 
follower of Jesus Christ. As a follower of Christ... 

•  the believer is living a life of righteousness and purity, honesty and truthfulness; and such behavior is 
often opposed by the world. Therefore, the worldly person often opposes and abuses the believer. 

•  the believer is bearing testimony to the corruption of the world and to man's need to escape the 
corruption by turning to Jesus Christ and His righteousness. Again, the worldly person often opposes the 
message of Jesus Christ and His righteousness. 

  
The point is this: the believer is not to react against a person who mistreats and does evil against him. There are at least 

two reasons why he is not to react. 
a. Reaction will most likely lose the friendship of the person and lose all hope of ever reaching the person 

for Jesus Christ. The evil-doer will be able to say, "A Christian did that to me." The believer will have made 
Christ an unappealing Savior. On the other hand, if the believer returns good for evil, he opens the door for 
eventual friendship and bears testimony to the love of God for all men, even for those who do evil. 

b. Reaction is not the way of God or of Christ. 
  

"But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
turn to him the other also....That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he 
maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust" 
(Matthew 5:39, 45). 

  
2.  The believer is to demonstrate or provide good behavior in the sight of all men. The Greek word "provide" means to 

think before acting. The idea is this: when someone does evil against the believer, the believer is to think before he acts. 
He is to think and pray through his behavior. Why? So that he can respond in the right and proper way. The believer needs 
to do what is right and noble, and the only way to do it is to think the situation through. 

Note another point, a critical point. Scripture clearly tells the believer why he is to respond this way: so that his honest 
and noble response is seen by men. In essence, the believer is to love by turning the other cheek to the evil-doer in "the 
sight of all men." A strong testimony of God's love will then be seen by men. 

  
"Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law" 

(Romans 13:8). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  A believer's reputation is a most precious commodity. What special challenges do you face in order to 

keep your life above reproach? 
2.  When are you most tempted to react in the flesh and pay back the person who has hurt you? 
3.  God's Word tells us to think first and then act. Is this a natural talent or a learned skill? How can you 

become better at this? 
  

5.  LIVE AT PEACE WITH ALL (v. 18). 
  
God's Word tells us to live at peace with all people; however, there are two qualifications. 

⇒ If it is possible, the believer is to live at peace with all men. However, it is not always possible. Some 
persons are troublemakers: grumblers, complainers, dissenters, splitters, fighters, ego-hunters, self-centered 
leaders, image-seekers, power-builders, warmongers. Some persons have no interest in living at peace with the 
believer. 

⇒ As much as possible, the believer is to live at peace with all men. The believer is to work for as much 
peace as possible. Some level of harmony and accord can be achieved at least some of the time. The believer is 
never to give up, not as long as there is hope for some degree of peace. He is to achieve as much peace as 
possible.  

  
Now note two significant points that need to be carefully considered and thought through by every believer. 



1.  The cause of conflict must not arise from a believer. He is to try everything possible to bring about peace and to 
keep peace (Romans 12:20; cp. Matthew 5:39-41). However, this may be impossible because of the wickedness of others 
or because the control of peace is not within his hands. It is possible that some will not live peaceably. They continue to 
indulge every whim and live a life of repugnant license. Such living often threatens the peace and security, preservation 
and life of oneself and family and friends. 

2.  What is it that determines whether a believer is to turn the "other cheek" or to defend himself? For example, Jesus 
spent His life combating evil and wrong, and He did not always turn the other cheek (John 18:22-23); neither did Paul 
(Acts 23:2-3). Paul encouraged the believer not to give license to anyone, and he was strict in the command. For example, 
he said that if a man did not work because of laziness, he should not eat (2 Thes. 3:7, 10). 

The governing principle for the believer is clear: "be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good" (Romans 
12:21). There are times when an attacker, if allowed to continue in his attack, is encouraged in his evil nature of 
indulgence and license. If allowed to continue, his evil overcomes the believer—either within, through bitterness and 
revenge, or without, through domination. Thus, a believer is not to sacrifice truth in order to preserve peace. Evil is not to 
be allowed to overcome truth. 

  
"Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify 

another" (Romans 14:19). 
"Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the LORD" (Hebrews 12:14). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Have there been times when achieving peace with another person proved impossible? If peace is not 
possible, what is your responsibility as a believer to that person? 

2.  What are some of the benefits that comes to the believer who strives to live at peace with all people? 
  

6.  GIVE NO PLACE TO REVENGE (v. 19-21). 
  
There are three reasons for this charge. 
1.  Vengeance belongs to God. Note the words, "Dearly beloved." The exhortation is definitely directed to believers. It 

would be a wonderful thing if all men practiced and lived by this rule, but the world never has and never will live free of 
vengeance. However, the beloved of God are given no choice. Any person who follows God is to leave vengeance up to 
God. The right to judge and to execute vengeance is God's and God's alone. However, Scripture is clear: God will repay—
God will execute vengeance. The day of His wrath is coming and it will be inescapable. 

  
"And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the LORD Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his 

mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thes. 1:7-8). 

"For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the LORD. And 
again, The LORD shall judge his people" (Hebrews 10:30). 

  
2.  Treating an enemy with kindness will affect him greatly. By doing good the believer heaps "coals of fire" on his 

enemy's head. This means at least two things. 
a. Kindness will shame and cause anguish for an enemy. In his lonely moments, his thoughts will focus 

upon his evil treatment of believers and cause him to think and wonder about God. There is some chance the 
enemy might repent and be converted. 

  
"If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink: 

for thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the LORD shall reward thee" (Proverbs 25:21-
22). 

  
b. Kindness will store up wrath against the evil-doer in the day of judgment. If an evil-doer represses his 

thoughts of God and hardens himself more and more, continuing in his wicked treatment of God's people, then 
he stores up more and more wrath against himself in the terrible day of judgment. 

  
"But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of 

wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God" (Romans 2:5). 
  



3.  Vengeance makes evil victorious. If the believer takes vengeance, then he allows evil to conquer him, and this he 
must never do. The believer is to conquer evil, never allowing evil to conquer him. Note how he conquers evil: by doing 
good. He overcomes evil by doing what he should do, in particular by doing good toward those who mistreat and abuse 
him. 

  
"But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to 

him the other also. And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak 
also. And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain" (Matthew 5:39-41). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
The LORD's instruction to the believer regarding vengeance is clear. But the world plays by a different set of 

rules. Here is a funny story that illustrates the point. 
  

A story is told about a truck driver who stopped in at a 24-hour truck stop to get a bite to eat. After 
getting his hot meal from the waitress, a couple of "tough-guy" motorcyclists came into the place and made 
their presence known to everybody. Drunk and looking for a fight, the bikers spotted the truck driver and 
started to call him names. Then, laughing, they dumped his plate on the floor.  

To the surprise of everyone, the trucker smiled and calmly got out of his chair. After leaving a generous 
tip on the table and paying his bill, the man exited the restaurant. The waitress stood watching out the 
window as the eighteen-wheeler drove off into the night.  

The bikers howled with laughter and exclaimed, "What a chicken! He's a poor excuse for a man!" 
"The waitress smiled back at the bikers, "I don't know about that, but he's an even poorer driver. He just 

rolled over those motorcycles in the parking lot!"  
  

Tempted as we may be to seek revenge, we must always leave that business to God. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Why is personal revenge never an effective option for the believer? How can you avoid the trap of 

behaving as the world does? 
2.  What could happen to your enemy if you treat him kindly? What would the opposite approach achieve? 
3.  What does it mean "to heap burning coals of fire" upon your enemy's head? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
God has charged each one of us to make a difference in the lives of the lost. He has given us a blueprint—both in His 

Word and His life—for setting a dynamic testimony before unbelievers. Remember His charge: 
  

1.  Bless those who persecute you. 
2.  Show genuine interest in the experiences of men. 
3.  Seek harmony and associate with the lowly. 
4.  Live above reproach. 
5.  Live at peace with all. 
6.  Give no place to revenge. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  

Study 5: THE BELIEVER AND THE STATE 



Text: Romans 13:1-7 
Aim: To understand how you are to relate to civil authorities  

Memory Verse: 
"Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers 

that be are ordained of God" (Romans 13:1). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
Is it possible to have a dual citizenship? Is it possible to be loyal to two different kingdoms? Note this example: 
  

One of the terms used often during the 1992 Summer Olympics by television sports commentators was dual 
citizenship. 

One athlete with dual citizenship was a swimmer named Martin Zubero. He was born in the United States, 
where he had lived nearly all his life. He attended the University of Florida and trained for competition in the U.S. 
However, he was swimming under the colors of Spain. Why? His father is a Spanish citizen and so Martin is too. 
At the Olympics, he chose to represent his father's nation, to which he felt greater allegiance.  

Christians, too, have dual citizenship. We are citizens of this world, no matter what nation we live in, and as 
followers of Christ we are also citizens of heaven. We have all the rights and privileges that accompany being a 
child of God. He is not only our heavenly Father but our King, and our first loyalty must be to His kingdom.  

  
What is the relationship between the believer and the state? The question has been debated down through the centuries. 

Which is supreme, the church or the state? God pulls no punches in dealing with this issue, and what He has to say to the 
genuine believer is startling to some persons. Simply stated, God expects the genuine believer to live as a testimony of 
righteousness (doing what is right) while a citizen of this earth. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Be subject to civil authorities (v.1). 
2.  Government is ordained by God (v.1-2). 
3.  Government is ordained to promote good and restrain evil (v.3-5). 
4.  Government is ordained to provide benefits through taxes (v.6-7). 

  
1.  BE SUBJECT TO CIVIL AUTHORITIES (v. 1). 

  
It does not matter how the civil authorities were appointed or by whom. It may have been by a senate, an army, or the 

people. The authority, whether just or unjust, whether legitimate or illegitimate, is to be obeyed. 
However, the sphere of authority is to be noted. The government has authority only within the civil realm. The 

authority of the government does not extend beyond its position. For example, when Paul commands wives to obey their 
husbands, they are required to obey them as husbands, not as masters or as kings. Children are to obey their parents as 
parents, not as sovereigns. So it is in the case of government leaders. 

When the laws of civil government conflict with the explicit commandments of God, then Christians must say, "We 
ought to obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29). When a ruler claims divine rights, Christian believers must answer "no," 
for the ruler is going beyond the civil authority delegated to him by God. The ruler is trespassing on territory which is not 
his. But the Christian believer is to say "yes" to all civil matters not conflicting with the commandments of God. Scripture 
gives several reasons for this. (See 1 Tim. 2:2; Titus 3:1; 1 Peter 2:13-17.) 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What are some of the obvious differences between the civil realm and the spiritual realm? 
2.  Can you think of some specific examples, just when is it permissible not to obey civil rulers? 

  
2.  GOVERNMENT IS ORDAINED BY GOD (v. 1-2). 

  
The existence, the authority, the position, and the offices of government are ordained by God. It is God's will that 

government exist and that persons have the authority to rule within the state. There are three institutions ordained by God: 
the family, the church, and the government. All three exist because God set them up as the means by which men are to 
relate to each other and to Him as God. God has ordained... 

•  that the family exist as the means by which family members share together and that the office of parents 
rules within the family. 



•  that the church exist as the means by which people share with God and that the office of church leaders 
exercises authority within the church. 

•  that the government exist as the means by which citizens relate to each other and that the office of 
government officials exercises authority within the state. 

  
The institutions and their authority are ordained by God, and men are responsible for how they carry out their 

functions. Each of the three institutions has leaders who are faithful and do an excellent job, and each has leaders who are 
totally disobedient to God and do a terrible job. This includes the men who hold authority within various levels of 
government as well as men serving on various levels in the other two institutions. The fact to remember is that 
government is ordained by God, and rulers are answerable to Him: they will give an account to God. 

  
"It is an abomination to kings to commit wickedness: for the throne is established by righteousness" 

(Proverbs 16:12). 
  
However, the thrust of this passage is not the rulers of government; the thrust is the believer and his duty to the state. 

Usually the believer can do little about how the authorities in government conduct their affairs, but the believer can do a 
great deal about his behavior as a citizen within the state; and God is very, very clear about the believer's behavior. Keep 
in mind that the infamous Nero was ruling as the emperor when God led Paul to give these instructions. 

1.  The believer is not to resist the government because resistance equals resisting the ordinance of God. Note three 
points. 

a. Christianity must not become confused with a political movement nor with a national government. Christ 
has nothing to do with insurrection, rebellion, or civil disobedience. Christians are not to be identified with 
murder and assassination; nor are they to be known as terrorists. They are not to wreak havoc upon people nor 
wreck communities. 

b. There is one exception to resisting government that is allowed the believer. When rulers begin to exercise 
personal and immoral mastery over human life, then the believer is to obey God and not man. The believer is 
always to follow after righteousness, that is, after morality and justice. However, note a crucial point: the 
morality and justice pursued must be the morality and justice of Scripture and not of man's making. 

c. World leaders are in the hands of God and are playing their part under His sovereign administration. This 
is a great comfort to the heart of the Christian believer (although it may not be to the unbeliever), for it means 
that God is working in the affairs of world leaders. He holds the world in His hands. He is taking the failure and 
evil of nations and leaders and working "all things out for good to those who love Him and are called according 
to His purpose" (Romans 8:28). 

2.  The believer who resists the authorities will be condemned. The word "damnation" means judgment. The idea is 
that the disobedient believer will have to face the judgment of God if he disobeys the just laws of government. Some 
commentators think this refers to the judgment of the civil authorities. There is no question, if the believer is caught 
breaking the laws of the state, he will be punished. However, the civil authorities may never catch the believer; but God 
knows every law broken by the believer, and by resisting the laws of the state, the believer has broken the law of God. 
Therefore, the believer stands guilty before God, and he shall be judged by God. 

  
"Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the LORD's sake: whether it be to the king, as 

supreme; or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the 
praise of them that do well" (1 Peter 2:13-14). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What role did God play in giving you the government you have today? 
2.  If an evil or corrupt person is in control of your government, did God place him or her in power? Why 

would God allow this to happen? 
3.  If you refuse to obey the just laws of civil government, what will God allow to happen to you? 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Many have argued the point that "if only our leaders were Christians," every problem would vanish. It is easy to 

forget that it is God who ordains leaders—all of them. It is our great responsibility to submit and serve under God's 
authority, even when the way is difficult. Sometimes the best illustrations come right out of the Bible. 

  



Daniel was a gifted young man from a well-to-do family. Thus, he was guaranteed a life of education, 
wealth, and political fame. But Daniel's world changed when a foreign power (Babylon) conquered his 
country, kidnapping him and other young men for their own benefit. In captivity, Daniel found himself 
surrounded with temptation. It would have been easy to compromise what his parents had taught him in 
order to get along and to seek favor with his captors. But Daniel refused to yield or to reject his faith in 
God. 

In time, the leader who had conquered Daniel's country had a unique need that only Daniel could 
meet—the ability to interpret dreams—and so the king sought his help. Did Daniel refuse to give aid and 
comfort to the enemy, to this ungodly leader? No. Daniel allowed the LORD to use his gifts to contribute to 
the needs of the government. As the story goes, God used Daniel in a way that transformed both the 
government and its leaders. (See Daniel 1-6) 

  
When you find it hard to obey the government under which you live, are you willing to trust God to use you 

and become a modern-day Daniel? 
  

3.  GOVERNMENT IS ORDAINED TO PROMOTE GOOD AND RESTRAIN EVIL (v. 3-5). 
  
Note three points. 
1.  Rulers are not ordained to be a restraint upon good works but upon evil. Civil authorities and laws exist to restrain 

evil; therefore, any believer who breaks the law can expect to be punished by the state. For this reason, the believer 
should... 

•  fear the state enough to obey its laws 
•  do that which is good and lawful 

  
By fearing the state and doing that which is good and lawful, the believer has the praise of the state. The idea is that 

the believer contributes to the good of the state, building up righteousness and truth, living in peace as a citizen of the 
state. 

  
"Thou shalt not revile the gods [God, R.S.V.], nor curse the ruler of thy people" (Exodus 22:28). 
"And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription? They say unto him, Caesar's. Then 

saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things 
that are God's" (Matthew 22:20-21). 

  
APPLICATION: 
Note that civil government and law are a restraint upon evil. The power of evil and corruption is so strong that 

when men are without law, they go on a rampage of selfishness and sin. History and the breakdown of law within 
communities, cities, societies, and even families provide ample evidence. When law does not exist or when law is 
not enforced, evil runs rampant. Society desperately needs to heed this fact. 

  
"Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and disobedient, 

for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of 
mothers, for manslayers, for whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for 
menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other that is contrary to sound 
doctrine" (1 Tim. 1:9-10). 

  
2.  Rulers are the ministers of God for good: to maintain the welfare of the citizens. Note that the civil authority rules 

for the citizens' good. This verse is merely reviewing what has already been said in the preceding three verses. 
a. The office of ruler is ordained by God for good; it is for the welfare and the good of the citizens. 

  
"The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that ruleth over men must be just, 

ruling in the fear of God" (2 Samuel 23:3). 
"The king that faithfully judgeth the poor, his throne shall be established for ever" (Proverbs 

29:14). 
  

b. The believer is to fear breaking the laws of the state because the civil authority exists to maintain order by 
punishing evil-doers or lawbreakers. 



  
"Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the LORD's sake: whether it be to the king, as 

supreme; or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and 
for the praise of them that do well" (1 Peter 2:13-14). 

  
3.  The believer is to obey the state for conscience' sake as well as out of fear of punishment. There are two reasons for 

obeying civil laws: 
⇒ for wrath's sake, that is, fearing the punishment of the state 
⇒ for conscience' sake, that is, fearing the punishment of God 

  
There are two ways in which conscience is involved. First, the Christian believer is told that God ordains government 

and that to resist government equals resisting God's ordinance. Therefore, the believer has a principle to govern his 
conscience: to abuse his citizenship is to resist God's will and to violate his conscience. 

Second, conscience determines a man's state of being. A restful conscience brings peace to a man; a disturbed 
conscience brings restlessness and pain. The man in rebellion against his government disturbs his conscience and lives 
under the restless fear of being caught and punished. 

  
"And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward 

men" (Acts 24:16). 
"Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live honestly" (Hebrews 

13:18). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What unique role does government have in maintaining law and order? What kind of society would you 

live in if the government did not have the authority to maintain law and order? 
2.  Is it ever permissible for you to rebel against civil government? If so, be sure to back up your answer 

with Scripture. 
  

4.  GOVERNMENT IS ORDAINED TO PROVIDE BENEFITS THROUGH TAXES (v. 6-7). 
  
Note three points. 
1.  Rulers are God's ministers who are appointed for this "very thing"; that is, God appoints rulers as ministers to 

minister to the people. The rulers are to minister by providing certain benefits for the citizens. 
a. The government provides justice, protection, and services for its citizens. It is the acceptance of the law 

by the people that keeps the strong from dominating the weak. It keeps life from becoming the law of the 
jungle. It is also the state that often provides services such as roads, public transportation, and electricity. 

b. The government keeps the world from diving into chaos. Whatever peace is known within a country, it is 
known through the government that exists. It is not perfect peace, but usually within its boundaries there is a 
semblance of peace. Therefore, man is to work for worldwide peace through the framework of government. 

2.  The believer is, therefore, to pay taxes. Every citizen is obligated to the government for the benefits which he 
receives from the state. Certain benefits come from the cooperative effort of people within a state. A man could not 
receive these benefits acting as an individual. These benefits and privileges are his because the government has brought 
them about. Therefore, the man is obligated to the state to pay his share. 

  
"And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute money came to Peter, and said, 

Doth not your master pay tribute?...Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and 
cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt 
find a piece of money: that take, and give unto them for me and thee" (Matthew 17:24, 27). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
We might not be excited about paying taxes to the government, but we need to remember that paying taxes was 

not man's idea but God's. Humorist Jimmy Edmondson, who played the role of a man called Professor Backwards, 
offers his wit: 

  



What gets me is that estimated tax return. You have to guess how much you are gonna make. You have 
to fill it out, fix it up, sign it, send it in. I sent mine in last week. I didn't sign it. If I have to guess how much 
I'm gonna make, let them guess who sent it.  

  
While a little humor might be appropriate to dull the pain momentarily, obedience to God is no laughing matter. 

(And to anyone who has missed paying his taxes, he knows the government doesn't take it lightly either!) The 
bottom line is: payment of taxes is ordained of God. 

  
3.  The believer is not only to pay taxes, but he is to pay whatever is due to every man. The word "pay" means to fulfill 

or to complete. The believer is to fulfill his obligations no matter what they are.  
⇒ If a nation is due tribute (taxes), he is to pay his tribute. 
⇒ If a civil authority is due custom (taxes), he is to pay his custom. 
⇒ If an authority or person is due fear or reverence, he is to fear or reverence the authority or person. 
⇒ If an authority or person is due honor, he is to honor the authority or person. 

  
Very simply, the believer is to live above reproach before all men, and this includes being a good citizen of his 

government. 
  

"By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted: but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked" 
(Proverbs 11:11). 

"Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people" (Proverbs 14:34). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Paying taxes (especially large amounts) is rarely thought about as doing something good. Why has God 

required the believer to pay his or her fair share of taxes?  
2.  In what way is paying your taxes related to your Christian witness? If you see taxes as a necessary evil, 

how can you change your attitude? 
  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
(13:6) Tribute—Taxes: this was a difficult command. For most believers, the command caused anything but pleasure, 

for the taxes levied by the Roman government against its conquered nations were heavy to bear. 
1.  There was the income tax: one percent of a man's income. 
2.  There was the ground tax: a man had to pay one-tenth or one-fifth of the crops produced by his ground. He could 

make payment in money or in the actual crops harvested. 
3.  There was a poll tax: paid by everyone between the ages of twelve or fourteen and sixty-five. It amounted to about 

one day's wage. 
There were also local taxes that had to be paid. There were import and export taxes, and there were custom duties 

including taxes for using main roads, crossing bridges, entering markets and harbors, transferring animals, and driving 
carts or wagons. 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
God has required the believer to maintain a dual citizenship: one earthly and one heavenly. And God requires the 

believer to be not just a citizen, but a solid citizen, a citizen living a righteous life before God and his fellow man. 
Scripture makes it perfectly clear how believers are to respond to civil authorities. Believers are to… 

  
1.  Be subject to civil authorities. 
2.  Recognize that government is ordained by God. 
3.  Recognize that government is ordained to promote good and restrain evil. 
4.  Recognize that government is ordained to provide benefits through taxes. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  



2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment: 
  

Study 6: THE BELIEVER AND HIS FELLOW CITIZENS (PART I) 
Text: Romans 13:8-9 
Aim: To see the relationship between love for others and obedience to God. 

Memory Verse: 
"Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law" 

(Romans 13:8). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
In today's society, many people have reworked the Ten Commandments into the Ten Suggestions. They have 

reinterpreted God's eternal law according to their own desires and whims. On the other end of the spectrum, some people 
live by laws that God never dreamed of imposing upon mankind. But what is God's way for us? Do we need to own a 
library of legal books to know what to think, say, and do? Of course not. 

The commandments of God to believers are clear and forceful—especially when dealing with one's neighbors, that is, 
with the fellow citizens of the world. God's laws are few, but they are striking. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Love is the basic law (v.8). 
2.  Love forbids adultery (v.9). 
3.  Love forbids killing (v.9). 
4.  Love forbids stealing (v.9). 

  
1.  LOVE IS THE BASIC LAW (v. 8). 

  
It is amazing to think that all the laws of human life can be summed up into one law, yet they can. The one law that 

embraces all others is love. Scripture clearly declares:  
  

"Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law" 
(Romans 13:8). 

  
Note two significant points. 
1.  The believer is to owe no man anything. At first glance, the verse seems to be saying that the believer is not to 

borrow and become indebted to any man. In light of what has just been taught this is true, and it is both God's will and a 
must for Christian believers to practice. A believer is to set the example in paying men honor when honor is due as well as 
in paying debts when debts are due (Romans 13:7).  

How does this commandment work out in day-to-day practice? Does this commandment mean that a believer should 
never borrow money or purchase things on an installment plan, for example, a house or a car? There are, of course, 
different interpretations as to how this commandment should be related to various societies and monetary practices. 
However, three things can be clearly stated that should be diligently practiced by all believers. 

a. Nothing should ever be purchased by a believer that is not really needed. The money should be used to 
meet the needs of a world that is reeling under the weight of starving, diseased, and dying masses every day. 

b. Nothing should ever be purchased unless a believer can meet the obligation of paying for it. 
c. If the believer has to purchase and make periodic payments on an expensive item such as a car or house, 

he must be able to make his payments or else not purchase the item. In reality, he does not owe the money until 
the payment is due, but he does owe it when it is due. If he does not pay when it is due, he is definitely 
disobeying God. 

The point is this: a believer is to owe no man anything. The reason is clearly seen. The people of the world live for the 
world and its money and possessions. It is all they have; therefore, they judge men by how much they have. It does not 
matter who the person is, Christian or non-Christian, he is judged by how well-off he is financially. If a believer is not 
prompt in paying what he owes and in meeting his obligations, he is considered unethical and dishonest, a crook and a 
thief. And he is, for he has taken something that belongs to someone else. Moreover, he has deceived and lied to the man 



from whom he bought the item. He convinced the man that he could and would pay, and now he is not paying what he 
owes. 

Very simply, a Christian believer must always pay his debts and fulfill his obligations. He must never owe any man 
anything lest he damage the name of Christ and push men further away from the Kingdom of God because of his bad 
testimony. The believer must live above reproach, and one of the most significant ways he can live above reproach is to 
owe no man anything—to pay his debts and fulfill his obligations promptly. 

  
"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the 

platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess" (Matthew 23:25). 
"Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to 

whom fear; honour to whom honour" (Romans 13:7). 
  
2.  The believer is to owe no man anything but love. Love will do more to win men to Jesus Christ and to bring about 

the ideal society than any other virtue. As this verse says, love fulfills the law. Therefore, if everyone will love one 
another, then everyone will be fulfilling the law; and the ideal society and life for which we all long will become a reality. 
This is clearly seen in this passage; in fact, it is the major thrust of these verses. God is telling believers to love one 
another in order to demonstrate what society can be. The world and society can live in love if they will turn to Him. 
However, if believers continue to live owing debts they cannot or will not pay and committing the sins about to be 
discussed, then believers are no different from the world. They prove to be men of false profession. Believers become 
nothing more than hypocrites. For this reason believers must obey God:  

  
"Owe no man anything, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law" 

(Romans 13:8). 
  
Just how love fulfills the law is the subject of the following points. Note that the laws mentioned are the laws dealing 

with man's behavior toward his neighbor, all of which are taken from the Ten Commandments. Love fulfills the 
commandments of God. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  The believer is to owe no man anything. How can you personally do your part to keep this charge and to 
teach it to your circle of influence? 

2.  Why does God place such a strong emphasis upon love as a cure for society's problems? Can you think 
of some of society's ills that would be resolved by love? What impact should this have on your desire to reach 
others for Christ? 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Love goes a long way toward making life meaningful and enjoyable from day-to-day. Furthermore, we have a 

duty to love—always. Hugh Duncan reminds us: 
  

In "One Inch from the Fence," Wes Seeliger writes: "I have spent long hours in the [hospital] intensive 
care room…watching with anguished people…listening to urgent questions: Will my husband make it? Will 
my child walk again? How do you live without your companion of thirty years?" 

The intensive care waiting room is different from any other place in the world. And the people who wait 
are different. They can't do enough for each other. No one is rude. The distinctions of race and class melt 
away. A person is a father first, a black man second. The garbage man loves his wife as much as the 
university professor loves his, and everyone understands this. Each person pulls for everyone else. 

In the intensive care waiting room, the world changes. Vanity and pretense vanish. The universe is 
focused on the doctor's next report. If only it will show improvement. Everyone knows that loving someone 
else is what life is all about. 

Could we learn to love like that if we realized that every day of life is a day in the waiting room.  
  

God has given us specific instructions on what we are to do: 
  

"This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I 
command you" (John 15:12-14). 



  
2.  LOVE FORBIDS ADULTERY (v. 9). 

  
"Thou shalt not commit adultery" (Exodus 20:14; Deut. 5:18). Note two significant points. 
1.  In the context of the Ten Commandments, adultery refers to all forms of sexual immorality. This would include sex 

before marriage, homosexuality, and all other sexual deviations. 
2.  Love forbids adultery, that is, any sex outside the marriage bond. How can love forbid a loving act? Is not sex an 

act of love, an act of mutual sharing that enriches life? Scripture says: 
⇒ Yes, if it is experienced within a true marriage, that is, a marriage that is truly spiritually united by God. 
⇒ No, if it is experienced outside a true marriage, outside a couple who have been truly bound together by 

God. 
  
Scripture is pointed and clear about this fact. Note closely what Scripture says: 
  

"Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication 
sinneth against his own body" (1 Cor. 6:18). 

  
How is sexual immorality a sin against the human body? How is a person's body affected by immorality? There are at 

least five ways: 
1.  Sexual immorality destroys a person's rationality and intelligence. This is a critical point that is clearly seen by the 

honest and thinking person. Men and women are rational creatures. They can study and learn and know what is happening 
when a man and woman have sex. Sex is the means of procreation, that is, of having children and carrying on the human 
race. Now note: it is through the act of sex that a person's innermost being, his or her genes and nature, flow into another 
person and produce another life. That is, sex involves the most private and intimate part of a person—a person's very 
genes and nature. Therefore, by its very nature, sex is the most private and intimate act of a person. From this fact alone, a 
rational creature knows that sex is bound to require some privacy, some limitation. But there is much more to think about 
that tells us just how private and limited sex should be. 

Consider having and bearing children. By nature, a woman cannot have a child by herself. It requires a man as well as 
a woman. One man and one woman have a child, and to have the child requires... 

•  the most private parts of their two bodies 
•  the most intimate act of their two bodies 

  
Therefore, while rearing the child, rational and moral creatures know that the man and woman are meant to be each 

other's. Why? The man and woman have put their very nature and genes into the child, and the child has their nature and 
genes; therefore... 

•  they are the ones who should rear the child 
•  they are bound together, their genes and nature, within the body of the child 

  
No closer bond or relationship, no greater love or trust or hope exists than the union of the three—the man, the woman, 

and the child. The man has given the woman his very nature, and the woman has willingly received his nature and given 
both his and her nature to the child. The three are bound together in a most unique relationship, no matter how much it 
may be ignored, denied, or abused. But also note this: men and women are set off from other species by their rationality. 
This is one of the features that makes man's sexual relationship different from the relationship between animals. They can 
know who they are and what is happening to them when other animals do not. Men and women can know that their 
relationship is not just animalistic. Therefore, when they have immoral relationships, they ignore, neglect, violate, abuse, 
and damage their minds. They do what they know should not be done. As God says: 

  
"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 

hold the truth in unrighteousness; because that which may be known of God is manifest in them [the 
minds]; for God hath showed it unto them" (Romans 1:18-19). 

  
2.  Sexual immorality destroys a person's body in that it lowers his body to the level of an animal. It is simply the 

wrong view of a man. It views man as a beast, ignoring man's spirit. It declares that life is to be lived on the level of 
passion and instinct, ignoring the life of the spirit. 

3.  Sexual immorality destroys a person's body in that it corrupts the most intimate temple of the Holy Spirit. Scripture 
declares that the human body was made to be the temple of the Holy Spirit. God created man to be His child. Man is spirit 



as well as body, and when a man truly believes in Christ, Christ is said to enter and to dwell within the man's body. 
Therefore, when a man commits sexual immorality, he destroys his body; that is, he violates, misuses, and abuses the 
temple of God. 

4.  Sexual immorality destroys a person's body in that it uses the human body only as an object or tool to satisfy urges 
and passions. It keeps a human body from reaching its fullest potential. It ignores the satisfaction and peace and 
fulfillment and development of both the spirit and mind that come from a union brought about by God. 

5.  Sexual immorality destroys a person's body in that it creates all sorts of emotional and spiritual problems for the 
persons involved. Having sex outside marriage creates guilt and negative thoughts within a person whether admitted or 
not. After an illicit act, when the person is alone with his thoughts, he thinks about his life and senses lack and need. No 
matter who the person is and no matter how long the person has been engaged in sexual misbehavior, there are times 
when the person thinks about his or her life and the need for something more meaningful. God sees that we all have these 
thoughts. They are a safeguard to try and turn us back to Him. Sexual misconduct eats away at our emotions and thoughts 
and spirits until we are destroyed, unless we repent and turn to God. 

Now, the thrust of the point is this: love forbids sexual immorality. A person who really loves someone would never 
destroy the body of that person, would never cause such problems for the one loved. 

  
"Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: but I say unto you, 

That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his 
heart" (Matthew 5:27-28). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Adultery is so rampant in today's culture. How has this happened and what can you do to protect 
yourself from the lure of immorality? 

2.  Does loving someone protect you entirely from committing adultery? Why or why not? What is your 
ultimate protection? 

  
3.  LOVE FORBIDS KILLING (v. 9). 

  
"Thou shalt not kill." The law against murder is the sixth commandment (Exodus 20:13; Deut. 5:17). God gave the 

commandment to protect human life. Life is to be respected and cherished; no life is to be taken—not one's own life nor 
the life of anyone else. Civilized societies have always considered murder to be a serious crime worthy of judgment. 
However, note what Scripture says: 

  
"Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be 

in danger of the judgment: but I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause 
shall be in danger of the judgment" (Matthew 5:21-22). 

"Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer" (1 John 3:15). 
  
Christ says that anger and hate are equal to murder. Therefore, the answer to solving the problem of murder and killing 

is to get rid of anger and hate. How? Scripture has the answer. Look at... 
•  Romans 13:8: "He that loveth another hath fulfilled the law." 
•  Romans 13:9: "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." 
•  Romans 13:10: "Love worketh no ill to his neighbor." 
•  Romans 13:10: "Love is the fulfilling of the law." 

  
Love is the answer to anger, hate, and killing. It is the duty of men to love one another: God expects and demands it. 

But how? It is not enough to simply say that men must love each other. Words alone will not get rid of the anger, hate, 
and killing in the world. How can men be turned from their anger and hate to love? The answer is found in the example of 
God's people, in those who follow God and are already loving others. 

⇒ God's people must demonstrate love before the world more clearly and forcefully than ever before. 
⇒ God's people must proclaim love to the world more than ever before—explaining just how a man can 

have his heart changed from hate to love. 
  
Very simply stated, Christian believers must demonstrate what it is to love and proclaim how a person can have his 

heart changed from anger and hate to love. There are four steps in securing a changed heart and in learning how to love. 



1.  A person must come to know God and be born of God through His Son, Jesus Christ. The Bible clearly says that 
true love is possible only if a person is born of God. 

  
"Beloved, let us love one other: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth 

God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. In this was manifested the love of God toward us, 
because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if 
God so loved us, we ought also to love one another" (1 John 4:7-11). 

  
2.  A person must think upon and understand the love of God. When a person truly comes to know the love of God, he 

will then love others. In fact, if he does not love others, the Bible says that he does not know the love of God. Therefore, 
the answer to changing a person's heart from anger and hate is to share the love of God with him. 

  
"Hereby perceive [know] we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay 

down our lives for the brethren" (1 John 3:16). 
  
3.  A person must seek the gift of love from the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit of God can stir men to love one another if 

they will seek Him. 
  

"The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us" (Romans 5:5). 
"But the fruit of the Spirit is love" (Galatians 5:22). 

  
4.  A person must diligently seek to obey the very special commandment of the LORD Jesus. 
  

"A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love 
one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another" (John 13:34-
35). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  If anger and hate are equal to murder, then how must we as believers live before others? 
2.  What impact does a believer's failure to love others have upon the lost? Upon other believers? 
3.  What practical things can you do to change a person's heart from hate to love? Your own heart? 
4.  Is it possible to truly love a person and then murder that person, whether physically or emotionally? 

Have you allowed the gift of love from the Holy Spirit to take root in your heart? 
  

4.  LOVE FORBIDS STEALING (v. 9). 
  
"Thou shalt not steal" (Exodus 20:15; Deut. 5:19). In the Bible the word "steal" means to cheat, to take wrongfully 

from another person, either legally or illegally. Note that the laws of men are not the determining rule governing whether 
a person is stealing or not. This is what is so often misunderstood about stealing. 

⇒ Men can sometimes use the law to steal. 
⇒ Men can take from others without ever breaking a law. 
⇒ Men can secure too much of something, well beyond what they need—something that rightfully belongs 

to others. 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Love forbids stealing anything. But stealing is a habit that is hard to break, as this humorous story shows.  

  
A man with a nagging secret couldn't keep it any longer. In the confessional he admitted that for years 

he had been stealing building supplies from the lumberyard where he worked. 
"What did you take?" his parish priest asked. 
"Enough to build my own home and enough for my son's house. And houses for our two daughters. And 

our cottage at the lake." 
"This is very serious," the priest said. "I shall have to think of a far-reaching penance. Have you ever 

done a retreat?" 
"No, Father, I haven't," the man replied. "But if you can get me the plans, I can get the lumber."   



  
Very simply stated, the Bible teaches that stealing is the taking of anything that rightfully belongs to others. There are 

at least three forms of stealing. 
1.  A person steals by taking something that is actually possessed or personally owned by another person. If he owns it 

and we take it, then we are guilty of stealing. It may be something as simple as a pencil from the office or an answer to a 
test from a fellow student, or it may be something as complex as embezzlement of funds through bookkeeping procedures. 
If we take something, we have broken God's commandment and stand guilty as thieves. 

  
"Not purloining [stealing], but showing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our 

Saviour in all things" (Titus 2:10). 
"But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief" (1 Peter 4:15). 

  
2.  A person steals by hoarding and banking more than he needs. Keeping back is stealing. It is... 

•  keeping what is not needed for one's own needs 
•  keeping back what is desperately needed by others 
•  taking away what nature and the earth have provided to meet the needs of the human population 
•  hoarding the knowledge and gifts and blessings that God gave to be used for the welfare of a desperate 

world filled with so many who are less privileged and less gifted 
  
We may call it by whatever name we wish, but to God it is stealing. God has put within the earth enough resources to 

meet the needs of His people, and He has given men both the ability and command to subdue and have dominion over the 
earth. Look closely at His command: 

  
"And God blessed them [man and woman], and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 

replenish the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth" (Genesis 1:28). 

  
Man is to subdue and take dominion over the earth. Men are commanded by God to develop the technology to explore 

the universe, to control nature, to feed, clothe, house, and give health to people. Note what God is not saying: that only 
some are to have the benefits and blessings of the earth. God is saying this: men are to love one another and to share the 
blessings of the earth together. When men use their God-given abilities to make money and produce goods and then begin 
to keep back and hoard, they are stealing; they are keeping for themselves what rightfully belongs to others. Therefore, 
they will suffer catastrophic loss in the next world. They will suffer total devastation (Luke 12:20; Luke 16:22-23). Why? 
Because they did not love enough to do what they and their particular talents were put on earth to do: provide for those 
who were less gifted and less fortunate. 

  
"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 

break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also" (Matthew 6:19-21). 

  
3.  A person steals by living extravagantly, beyond what he needs. There are some who give to meet the crying needs 

of the world, yet they do not live sacrificially. They keep plenty for themselves, indulging their flesh... 
•  in 

clothing 
•  in food 
•  in 

jewelry 
•  in 

housing 

•  in 
transportation 

•  in recreation 
•  in possessions 
•  in property 

  
Many within industrialized nations are guilty of selfishness despite a tenderness and concern for the needy in the 

world. However, concern and some giving are not enough to fulfill the demand of God that we share and meet the needs 
throughout the world. Every day that we awaken and arise out of bed, the world is reeling under the weight of masses... 

•  who are hungry and starving to death 
•  who are without drinking water 



•  who are without adequate clothing 
•  who are diseased and without medicine 
•  who have no roof over their heads 
•  who have no one to teach them 

  
There is no question, the means to help meet the needs of the world exist today. The lack is not manpower and 

resources; the lack is sacrificial commitment to give the resources and to go and become personally involved. The 
extravagant and indulgent are stealing from the needy, and the gifted are not meeting the needs of the less gifted. The 
scene is tragic, for God put the gifted upon earth to sacrificially meet the needs of the less gifted. But instead of meeting 
their needs, the gifted are living in excessive comfort and pleasure, indulging the whims of their flesh. 

  
"Go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and 

follow me" (Matthew 19:21). 
  
What is the answer? Love—loving people enough to stop stealing from them. However, we must always remember 

that words alone are not enough. Just telling a person not to steal will not keep him from stealing. Some very practical 
steps must be taken. 

a. A person must follow Christ by giving all he is and has to the poor. This is unequivocally proclaimed by 
Christ time and again. 

  
"So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 

disciple" (Luke 14:33). 
"He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with 

increase: this is also vanity" (Eccles. 5:10). 
  

b. A person must stop playing the fool and lay up treasure in heaven; he must remember that his soul can be 
required of him this very night. 

  
"And he [the rich man] said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and 

there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods 
laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, 
this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast 
provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God" (Luke 12:18-21). 

  
c. A person must keep the truth before his mind: a selfish, indulgent life that neglects and ignores the poor 

will send him to hell. 
  

"There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day: and there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, 
full of sores, and desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover 
the dogs came and licked his sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the 
angels into Abraham's bosom [heaven]: the rich man also died, and was buried; and in hell he lift up 
his eyes, being in torments" (Luke 16:19-23). 

  
d. A person must give all that he has and not try to cheat God. 

  
"But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, and kept back part 

of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles' 
feet. But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep 
back part of the price of the land? Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, 
was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied 
unto men, but unto God. And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and 
great fear came on all them that heard these things" (Acts 5:1-5). 

  
e. A person must work at his job as though he serves the LORD Jesus. In fact, the Bible says that he is 

working for the LORD Jesus. 



  
"Servants [employees], obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, 

as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God: and whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to 
the LORD, and not unto men; knowing that of the LORD ye shall receive the reward of the 
inheritance: for ye serve the LORD Christ" (Col. 3:22-24). 

  
f. A person must work to make more than he needs so that he can earn enough to help others. 

  
"Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing 

which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth" (Ephes. 4:28). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Stealing is prevalent in society. For many people, stealing has been redefined in order to ease their 

conscience. Do you consider the following examples to be stealing? [Answer yes or no and explain your 
answer.] 

_____Not paying your fair share of taxes? 
_____Using a neighbor's tool and forgetting to return it? 
_____Taking more than your allotted break time at work? 
_____Not tithing 10% of your income to God? 
_____Seeing another person in need and ignoring it? 
_____Hoarding something that you will never need? 

2.  Unfortunately, we are all guilty of stealing something, sometime, somewhere. But how does true love 
work to keep you from stealing? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
Without the force of love operating in our lives, we are all prone to fall into grievous sins against God, against our 

neighbors, and against ourselves. God's love is the answer; it is the very thing that protects us, that keeps us from 
committing adultery and murder and from stealing. It is imperative that we keep the basic law of love before our eyes 
always. 

  
1.  The basic law. 
2.  Love forbids adultery. 
3.  Love forbids killing. 
4.  Love forbids stealing. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment: 
  

Study 7: THE BELIEVER AND HIS FELLOW CITIZENS (PART II) 
Text: Romans 13:9-10 
Aim: To live each day allowing God's love to govern your every action. 

Memory Verse: 
"Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law" (Romans 13:10). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 



As believers, we have been given no greater challenge than to love one another. Like most things that are simple 
directives, we tend to add layers of complication and come to conclusions that are a perversion of Scripture. John Blattner 
says that one of his favorite stories is a tradition about the apostle John: 

  
It seems that John was on one of his missionary journeys, revisiting a small group of Christians he had helped 

establish. Needless to say, they were excited. This was John, after all, perhaps Jesus' closest friend, a witness to the 
resurrection and a powerful theologian and spiritual writer. The Christians eagerly awaited his teaching.  

  
When the time came, John rose and silently looked about him. Then he spoke. "Little children," he said, "love 

one another." Then he sat down.  
The Christians were confused, and then a little miffed. They had waited so long, with such anticipation—for 

THIS? "Love one another"? Kid stuff! They'd heard it a million times. They expected more than this from the great 
apostle.  

Finally, one of them dared to speak. "Brother," he said timidly, "might you not be able to offer something a 
bit...well, a bit deeper?" 

"My children," John is said to have replied, "the command of the LORD is that we love one another. It is all I 
have to offer. It doesn't get any deeper than that."   

  
The most important lesson to be learned is the simplest one too: we must love one another. Truly, it does not get any 

deeper than this great truth. We continue our study by exploring the impact a believer has upon his fellow citizens. 
  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Love forbids a false witness (v.9). 
2.  Love forbids covetousness (v.9). 
3.  Love sums up all the commandments (v.9). 
4.  Love works no wrong to a neighbor (v.10). 

  
1.  LOVE FORBIDS A FALSE WITNESS (v. 9). 

  
"Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor" (Exodus 20:16; Deut. 5:20). When most people look at this 

commandment, they think of a courtroom scene and think that lying against someone in court is what is being forbidden. 
This is true: bearing false witness does mean that we must not lie against a person standing trial for some crime. We must 
tell the truth when witnessing for or against someone. But bearing false witness means far more than just not lying about 
someone in court. Bearing false witness means any kind of lying, and there are several kinds that need to be diligently 
guarded against. 

1.  There is slander: thinking something bad about a person and sharing it; misrepresenting something about someone; 
tearing down the reputation and life of a person by spreading bad news about him or her. 

  
"Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour, him will I cut off: him that hath an high look and a proud 

heart will not I suffer" (Psalm 101:5). 
  
2.  There is rumor or gossip or tale-bearing: spreading little or big, idle or active tales, whether imagined or real; 

spreading the evil news that one has imagined in his mind or has heard. 
  

"And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers 
also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought not" (1 Tim. 5:13). 

"Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth" (Proverbs 
26:20). 

  
3.  There are suggestive hints: arousing a bad impression about someone; stirring the idea that something might 

possibly be true; planting in the mind the possibility of something improper or indecent. 
  

"Thou shalt not raise a false report: put not thine hand with the wicked to be an unrighteous witness" 
(Exodus 23:1). 

  



4.  There is deception: thinking or wanting something to be true, then accepting it as true and sharing it; tricking 
oneself and others into thinking something is true; defrauding oneself and others by accepting bad news as true when the 
truth is really not known; causing oneself and others to believe bad news. 

  
"He that speaketh truth showeth forth righteousness: but a false witness deceit" (Proverbs 12:17). 

  
5.  There are charges and criticism: accusations made against a person to a third party; sharing the faults and failures 

of a person with someone other than the person himself; talking about the weaknesses and failures of a person with 
someone else; condemning, blaming, and censoring a person with others. 

  
"Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against 

you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so 
persecuted they the prophets which were before you" (Matthew 5:11-12). 

  
6.  There is exaggeration and blown-up flattery: stretching the truth about a person; excessively praising someone; 

falsely representing someone; painting a false picture of a person. 
  

"Let me not, I pray you, accept any man's person; neither let me give flattering titles unto man" (Job 
32:21). 

  
In light of what a false witness is, it looks like God has left no room for us to discuss bad news with others. This is the 

very point God is after: we should not discuss bad news about another person, for it is impossible to discuss bad news 
about someone and not bear some false witness. To some degree bad news is always... 

•  blown up and added to 
•  twisted and distorted 
•  misunderstood and incomplete 

  
Therefore, when sin or failure or bad news is known, God expects the person to be loved and comforted. God expects 

the person to be led to repentance and restored. God does not expect the person to be torn down by false witnesses. 
  
There are four facts to note about bearing a false witness. 
1.  False witness is usually shared with loved ones and good friends, with people we know can be trusted. Therefore, 

we always feel that our loved ones and friends can be trusted with the bad news. However, what is overlooked is that our 
loved ones and friends have good friends who can also be trusted. And so the bad news is spread further and further 
afield, with more and more damage and hurt being done to the cause of Christ. God knows this is the way people are; this 
is the reason He forbids His people to share failure, whether true or untrue, except in dealing with the actual person 
involved in the issue. 

2.  Bearing tales about a person, true or untrue, always hurts the person. The person being talked about has a heart just 
like we do: a heart that is subject to being cut and hurt and suffering pain. Therefore, when tales are shared, we are 
eventually going to cause pain and hurt, sometimes a great deal of pain to the person and his loved ones. (Imagine how 
God feels about this.) 

  
"All that hate me whisper together against me: against me do they devise my hurt" (Psalm 41:7). 

  
3.  The person who bears tales, giving false witness, shall be judged by God, no matter who he is. 
  

"Being filled with all unrighteousness...deceit...whisperers, backbiters....Who knowing the judgment of 
God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in 
them that do them" (Romans 1:29-30, 32). 

  
4.  If a person truly loves, he will not bear false witness before anyone. He will deal with the person himself, seeking to 

restore him to the faith. Note: love does not deal with a person in harshness, downgrading him, but in love and tenderness 
and in strength, being guided by the Holy Spirit of God. 

  



"Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law 
of Christ" (Galatians 6:1-2). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  According to God's Word, how should a believer handle bad news? 
2.  If you have wronged someone in the past through slander, deceit, gossip, or outright lies, what 

obligation do you have to that person now? To God? To yourself? 
3.  How does love affect the person who is tempted to lie, to bear a false witness? 

  
2.  LOVE FORBIDS COVETOUSNESS (v. 9). 

  
"Thou shalt not covet" (Exodus 20:17; Deut. 5:21). The word "covet" means to crave and desire. A person can desire 

both good and bad things; the word can be used in both a good and bad sense (cp. 1 Cor. 14:1 for the good sense). In the 
present context, the believer is not to covet in an evil sense. If he loves his neighbors and fellow citizens, he will not 
covet. Note two points. 

1.  The commandment condemns not only the act of sin, but the desire to sin. The desire is what covetousness is; 
craving or desiring something is what covetousness means. It precedes the act. Therefore, this commandment strikes at the 
very heart of what a man is deep within himself. It exposes the innermost being of man, showing him that the cravings of 
his heart are evil. Why do we say this? Because desiring and craving are natural. It is a fact of human nature that we crave 
the things that others have. We might not wish to steal their possessions, but we crave to have possessions like they have. 
As said, such desire is natural, but note: God is saying that we are not to covet what our neighbors have. To covet is evil. 
Why? Because it causes us to focus our attention, energy, and efforts—our lives—upon securing more and more. We 
neglect God and the needs of a world reeling under the weight of starving and dying masses. Love focuses upon sharing 
and helping people, not upon craving things. There is a world of difference in centering one's life upon people instead of 
things. 

The point is this: the commandment "thou shalt not covet" exposes the human heart. It shows us that we are depraved, 
basically sinful, and that we need a Savior. We desperately need Someone who can change our hearts and turn them 
toward God and the needs of our fellow citizens—the lost and dying masses of the world. 

2.  Note the kinds of things we are forbidden to covet. The tenth commandment is clear: "Thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbor's..." 

•  house: personal provisions 
•  wife: companion and love 
•  manservant or maidservent: employee, position, employment, authority 
•  ox and colt: possessions, property, wealth 

  
And, if this list does not include all that our neighbors have, God adds: "Thou shalt not covet...anything that is thy 

neighbor's." Look at the commandment as a whole. 
  

"Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his manservant, 
nor his maidservent, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbor's" (Exodus 20:17). 

  
A believer who loves his neighbor and fellow citizens will not covet what they have. Instead of desiring their 

possessions, he will be focusing upon blessing them and building them up. He will encourage them to know the LORD and 
to surrender their lives to the great task of meeting the needs of a lost and dying world. 

  
"And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the 

abundance of the things which he possesseth" (Luke 12:15). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Take care: coveting will cause you to want things you never dreamed of getting!  

  
"In his short story 'The Window,' author G. W. Target tells of two seriously-ill men who occupied the 

same hospital room. The man by the window was propped up for an hour each day to drain fluid from his 
lungs. The other man spent his entire time on his back. The two men enjoyed each other's company and 
talked for hours about all different types of subjects. During the hour that one man sat up in his bed, he 



would describe all of the things he saw to his bedfast roommate. Each day great detail would be given to 
the activities going on outside. He described the park with its lovely lake and grand old trees. He would tell 
of children playing and lovers walking through the park outside their window. One day, a beautiful parade 
went by. Even though he couldn't hear the music, the man on his back could see it all in his mind as his 
roommate gave exquisite details. But it seemed unfair. Although he enjoyed listening to his friend describe 
the sights, he began to crave the view himself. His desire for the bed by the window grew into a consuming 
thought. It even kept him awake at night. Then, in the darkness of one sleepless night, his roommate began 
to cough. He was choking on the fluid in his lungs, and desperately groping for the button to call for help. 
The covetous roommate could have pushed his own button to summon a nurse, but instead, he watched the 
old man die. The following morning the nurse discovered the man's death. The standard procedure was 
carried out, and the body was removed. The surviving man then asked to switch beds so he could see out 
the window. At last, he would have what he felt he deserved. Painfully and slowly he struggled to prop 
himself up for this first look at the park. To his chagrin, the window looked out to a blank wall. Fulfillment 
in life is never achieved with the venom of covetousness."   

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What kind of damage can the sin of covetousness do to an individual? To society? Does the end result 
ever justify the means? 

2.  How can you guard your own heart from being overcome by greed? 
  

3.  LOVE SUMS UP ALL THE COMMANDMENTS (v. 9). 
  
Love sums up all the commandments, no matter what the commandment is. The royal commandment is "Thou shalt 

love thy neighbor as thyself." We are supposed to love ourselves, but we are not to love only ourselves. God expects us to 
love our neighbors as ourselves. 

  
APPLICATION: 
True love is a gift of God. A man can know true love only as he comes to know the love of God. Faith arises 

from the heart of man, but love is deposited or given to man by God. It is shed abroad in the heart by God. Apart 
from God, man loves only those who love him; he either opposes or withdraws from those who hate him. A man 
can only love (agape love) his neighbors, friends, and enemies through the love of God. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  According to Scripture, why is it important to love yourself? Why is it important for you to move 
beyond loving yourself to loving others also? 

2.  Why is it impossible to keep God's commandments without having His love? 
  

4.  LOVE WORKS NO WRONG TO A NEIGHBOR (v. 10). 
  
To work evil against a person does not mean just the doing or the carrying out of evil against a person. Working evil 

means... 
•  thinking evil 
•  wishing and hoping evil 
•  planning and devising evil 
•  practicing and doing evil 
•  withholding good 

  
Note the last fact, for it is often overlooked, but Scripture clearly states that withholding good from a person is evil. 
  

"Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it. Say not 
unto thy neighbor, Go, and come again, and tomorrow I will give; when thou hast it by thee. Devise not evil 
against thy neighbor, seeing he dwelleth securely by thee" (Proverbs 3:27-29). 

  
A person who loves will not work evil, but on the contrary, he will work good. He will love his fellow citizens, the 

neighbors of his world. What does it mean to love? Scripture spells out some very practical acts which are involved in 
love. 



⇒ Love suffereth long (endures long, is patient). 
⇒ Love is kind. 
⇒ Love envies not (is not jealous). 
⇒ Love vaunts not itself (brags not, boasts not). 
⇒ Love is not puffed up (is not vainglorious, arrogant, prideful). 
⇒ Love does not behave itself unseemly (unbecomingly, rudely, indecently, unmannerly). 
⇒ Love seeks not her own (is not selfish, self-seeking, insisting on one's rights and way). 
⇒ Love is not easily provoked (is not touchy, angry, fretful, resentful). 
⇒ Love thinks no evil (harbors no evil thought, takes no account of a wrong done it). 
⇒ Love rejoices not in iniquity (in wrong, sin, evil, injustice), but rejoices in the truth (in justice, in 

righteousness). 
⇒ Love bears all things. 
⇒ Love believes all things (exercises faith in everything, under all circumstances). 
⇒ Love endures all things (never weakens; has the power to endure). 

  
The call to believers is to love their neighbors—all the citizens of the world. God's love is to be demonstrated to the 

world through us. The world is to be given the opportunity of seeing God's love in action so that they, too, will become 
worshippers of Him through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. The commandment is clear: 

  
"Owe no man anything, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law....Thou 

shalt love thy neighbor as thyself" (Romans 13:8-9). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
God's love is always at work building people up, not tearing them down. Even though character assassination is 

a popular spectator sport in our culture, God insists that we live by a different set of rules. 
  

In his book I Was Wrong former PTL president and television personality Jim Bakker, who was sent to 
prison for fraud, writes: 

"Not long after my release from prison, I joined Franklin Graham and his family at his parents' old log 
mountain home for dinner. Ruth Graham (Billy's wife) had prepared a full-course dinner. We talked and 
laughed and enjoyed a casual meal together like family. 

"During our conversation, Ruth asked me a question that required an address. I reached into my back 
pocket and pulled out an envelope. My wallet had been taken when I went to prison. I had not owned a 
wallet for over four-and-a-half years. 

"As I fumbled through the envelope, Ruth asked tenderly, 'Don't you have a wallet, Jim?' 
"'This is my wallet,' I replied. 
"Ruth left the room, returning with one of Billy's wallets. 'Here is a brand-new wallet Billy has never 

used. I want you to have it,' she said. 
"I still carry that wallet to this day. Over the years I have met thousands of wonderful Christian men 

and women, but never anyone more humble, gracious, and in a word, 'real' than Ruth Graham and her 
family." 

  
Kindness does not have to be extravagant to mean a great deal to people.  

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  It is a hard command to obey, but believers must not "work evil" against any person. What does this 
mean in practical terms? 

2.  Is the love of God shining through your life to others? Do others know you are a Christian by your love 
or would they be surprised to hear it? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
As believers, we have been given no greater challenge than to love one another. The challenge is issued every day of 

our lives. Each one of us is given the clear choice: to love with God's love or to withhold the very thing that works for 
good every time. The Scripture and outline remind us that... 

  



1.  Love forbids a false witness. 
2.  Love forbids covetousness. 
3.  Love sums up all the commandments. 
4.  Love works no wrong to a neighbor. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  

Study 8: THE BELIEVER AND THE THREAT OF TIME 
Text: Romans 13:11-14 
Aim: To gain new insight on the great need to value time—all of it. 

Memory Verse: 
"And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation 

nearer than when we believed" (Romans 13:11). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
Life is like an hourglass filled with sand that silently spills from one chamber to another. One minute all of life is 

before you and the next you are asking, "Where did the time go?" Time is something we often take for granted, thinking 
there will always be enough time later to do the important things before we die. Unfortunately, the halls of history tell a 
different story. 

⇒ Parents run out of time in raising their children: they are often too busy to play with them, too focused 
on making money to provide things instead of providing what their children really need most of all—their 
time. 

⇒ Students run out of time before projects or assignments are due: they are too busy with friends, have too 
many activities, are too tired to concentrate, and wake up to the fact too late to pass the course. 

⇒ Unbelievers run out of time before death greets them: they are too blinded to trust in Christ, too selfish 
to open their hearts, too confident in their own immortality and end up facing eternity cut off from the love and 
care of God. 

  
No one knows when his or her time is up; thus, it is imperative to make the most of the time we have. Time that is 

spent can never be used again. 
  
Time is a critically important element. Without time, man no longer exists. He is no more. The one thing he does not 

want is to run out of time. Therefore, it is critical for every man to know the threat of time. 
  
OUTLINE: 

1.  The believer is to know the time (v.11). 
2.  It is time to awaken out of sleep (v.11-12). 
3.  It is time to cast off the works of darkness and to put on the armor of light (v.12). 
4.  It is time to walk straight (v.13). 
5.  It is time to put on the Lord Jesus Christ and to make no provision for the flesh (v.14). 

  
1.  THE BELIEVER IS TO KNOW THE TIME (v. 11). 

  
The word "knowing" means to make sure that you know; do not dare miss knowing. The word "time" means the 

critical period, the strategic or special period of time. 
What strategic or critical period of time is meant? What is the period of human history that we must not overlook? 

⇒ The day of "our salvation," the day which is nearer than when we first believed. 



⇒ The day which is at hand, the day when we shall meet the Lord Jesus Christ face-to-face. 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
It is important to be aware of the time, not losing our focus, not becoming slack, not forgetting how fleeting 

time can be. 
  

A man had a checkup and then went in to see his doctor to get the results. The doctor said he had bad 
news and worse news for him, which did he want to hear first? The man was [at a loss] and said he'd 
rather hear the bad news first. The doctor said, "The bad news is that you only have twenty-four hours to 
live." 

At this the man jumped up, totally flabbergasted and distraught. He paced the doctor's office and 
complained, "Twenty-four hours to live? I can't possibly get my affairs in order that quickly. I can't believe 
this, it is incredible! What could be worse news than this?" 

The doctor said, "The worse news is that I was supposed to tell you this yesterday but I forgot."   
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Fortunately for believers, God has given fair warning about what to expect. What are you, the believer, 

to know according to this verse (Romans 13:11)? 
2.  How aware are you of the importance of living each day for the LORD? What practical things can you do 

to make the most of each day? 
  

2.  IT IS TIME TO AWAKEN OUT OF SLEEP (v. 11-12). 
  
Too many believers are slumbering and paying no attention to what is going on in the world; too many are not 

watching; too many are not observing the signs of the time. Too many are complacent and slothful, lazily passing through 
life with little commitment to serving Christ. Too few are meeting the needs of the suffering and dying masses of the 
world. It is time to awaken out of sleep—the sleep of false security; the sleep of slothfulness, complacency, and neglect; 
the sleep of indifference—time to be aroused and stirred, to get up and move and act—now—before it is too late. The 
exhortation is strong, and there are two reasons for its forcefulness.  

1.  Our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The word "salvation" is being used in a future sense, referring 
to the glorious day when we will be fully saved. It is the day when our salvation will be consummated, when we will be 
delivered from this present evil world and perfected forever to live in the presence of God. The point is dramatic: awaken 
out of sleep—arouse yourself—get up—pay attention: 

⇒ Look at the 
world situation 

⇒ Look at 
yourself 

⇒ Look at life, 
its uncertainty 

⇒ Look at the 
signs 

⇒ Look at your 
body, its condition 

⇒ Look at the 
time 

  
The day of salvation, the day of our redemption, is nearer than when we believed. 
  

"And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption 
draweth nigh" (Luke 21:28). 

  
2.  Judgment is at hand. The night is far spent; the day is at hand. What day? The day when we will meet God face-to-

face, either through death or through the return of the LORD Jesus. Time is fleeting, passing ever so rapidly—so prepare. 
  

"Prepare to meet thy God" (Amos 4:12). 
"Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make His paths straight" (Matthew 3:3). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
There are far too many of us who drift to sleep when we should be awake. There is no telling what we will miss 

if we succumb to drowsiness. 
  



Chuck was in church because his wife wanted him there with her and the children. He liked his late-
night television on Saturday, so when Sunday morning rolled around he was usually very sleepy. On one 
particular Sunday morning, he was groggier than usual. He wasn't sure why—maybe it was the mellow 
sounds from the choir or the soothing, monotone voice of the pastor. Whatever it was, Chuck nodded off 
and began to snore quietly. His wife nudged him and whispered in his ear, 'Chuck, the pastor wants you to 
lead the closing prayer." With a start, Chuck jumped to his feet and began to pray…until he saw the pastor 
and the congregation staring at him with wide eyes. After all, it was not time to close the service just yet! 
After the giggles died down, Chuck sat down, feeling more alert—and more embarrassed—than he had 
ever been before.  

  
Believers will be much more than embarrassed if they do not prepare for the day when they will meet God face-

to-face.  
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What kinds of things can prevent the believer from slumbering, from ignoring the signs of the time? 
2.  Scripture says that the salvation of the believer is "nearer" than when he believed. How does this 

concept of salvation relate to being saved, being born again, making a profession of faith? 
3.  What changes do you need to make in your life before you meet the LORD face-to-face? 

  
3.  IT IS TIME TO CAST OFF THE WORKS OF DARKNESS AND TO PUT ON THE ARMOUR OF 

LIGHT (v. 12). 
  
1.  The works of darkness are the works which men do under the cover of darkness and want to keep secret. They are 

sins... 
•  that men want to keep secret 
•  that men know are unacceptable 
•  that men know would cause hurt 
•  that men are ashamed of 
•  that men fear the results of 
•  that men know would do great damage 

  
"And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than 

light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the 
light, lest his deeds should be reproved" (John 3:19-20). 

  
2.  The armor of light differs entirely from the clothing of darkness. Note: the picture is that of clothing oneself. The 

believer is to strip off whatever dark sins and works he has wrapped around himself, and he is to cast them away. Once he 
has stripped himself, the question arises: What is the believer to put on? He is not exhorted merely to put on the clothes of 
light; he is told to put on the armor of light. The believer is to be clothed with the heavy shield and protective armor of 
light—a shield and protection so full of splendor and glory and brilliance that it cannot be penetrated by the works of 
darkness. What is this armor of light?  

a. It is the armor of righteousness (2 Cor. 6:7). 
  

"But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God....by the word of truth, by the 
power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left" (2 Cor. 6:4, 7). 

  
b. It is the armor of God (see Ephes. 6:10-20). 

⇒ the belt of truth 
⇒ the breastplate of righteousness 
⇒ the sandals of the gospel 
⇒ the shield of faith 
⇒ the helmet of salvation 
⇒ the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God 
⇒ the supernatural resource of the soldier: prayer 

  



"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the LORD, and in the power of his might. Put on the 
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil" (Ephes. 
6:10-11). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Are believers exempt from works of darkness? If not, what is the first step that must be taken by the 
believer (or unbeliever) to be rid of these works? Why is this such a hard thing to do? 

2.  Practically speaking, what does it mean for you to "put on the armor of light"? 
  

4.  IT IS TIME TO WALK STRAIGHT (v. 13). 
  
The word "honestly" means properly, honorably, decently, nobly. The believer is to walk and live a life of honesty, 

decency, and nobility before God. He is to walk at all times as he does in the day, not hiding nor trying to hide anything. 
Scripture gives six sins in particular that the believer is to cast off and turn from—forever. 

1.  Rioting: revelling, carousing, partying, feasting, intemperance, debauchery, unrestrained revelry and indulgence, 
giving license to basic urges. 

  
"Now the works of the flesh are manifest....envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of 

the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God" (Galatians 5:19, 21). 

  
2.  Drunkenness: taking intoxicating drink or drugs to affect the senses and faculties; becoming intoxicated for the 

purpose of lust or pleasure; seeking to be tipsy or intoxicated; seeking to loosen moral restraint for the sake of bodily 
pleasure. 

  
"And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and 

drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares" (Luke 21:34). 
  
3.  Chambering: sexual immorality, adultery, fornication (premarital sex). 
  

"And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward 
another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of 
their error which was meet" (Romans 1:27). 

  
4.  Wantonness: sensuality, loose living, licentiousness, debauchery; homosexuality, lasciviousness, living a wild, 

partying, and immoral life. It is excess lust, unbridled lust that consumes one's thoughts and behavior through... 
•  looks and dress 
•  films and 

pictures 
•  dances and 

parties 
•  suggestions 

and gestures 

•  books and 
pamphlets 

•  songs and 
music 

•  talk and 
jokes 

•  touch and 
behavior 

  
"Ye [the rich] have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your 

hearts, as in a day of slaughter" (James 5:5). 
  
5.  Strife: contention, quarreling, arguing, striving. It is the craving deep within a person that wants recognition, honor, 

position, and authority. It is a spirit that is in constant competition with others, that will push one forward... 
•  by putting 

others down 
•  by bypassing 

others 
•  by ignoring 

others 

•  by holding 
others back 

•  by blaming 
others 

•  by 
neglecting others 



  
"Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 

better than themselves" (Phil. 2:3). 
  
6.  Envying: jealousy that begrudges others. It looks upon the position, recognition, and success of others with a jealous 

eye. It regrets the success of others. 
  

"Charity [love] suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed 
up" (1 Cor. 13:4). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How can the believer who walks honestly before the LORD reach others with his testimony? 
2.  What is it that makes a person honest? What kinds of things tug at you that seek to compromise your 

honesty?  
3.  Are you honest... 

_____In your business relationships, not cheating anyone? 
_____In your friendships, able to speak the truth in love? 
_____In your Christian witness, living what you profess? 
_____In your thought life, focused upon the things that are pure? 

4.  Habitual sin in the life of a believer acts like a spiritual cancer. Sin must be cut out or cast off. What 
practical advice would you give to a believer who wanted to be free from any habitual sin? 

  
5.  IT IS TIME TO PUT ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AND TO MAKE NO PROVISION FOR THE 

FLESH (v. 14). 
  
Note two points. 
1.  We are to put on the Lord Jesus Christ. Again, the picture is that of clothing ourselves. We are to clothe ourselves 

with Jesus Christ and His righteousness. We are to be as closely bound to Him and His righteousness as we are to our 
clothes. This means two things. 

a. Jesus Christ becomes our clothing. As our clothing He... 
•  touches 

us 
•  protects 

us 
•  warms 

us 

•  covers 
us 

•  hides us 

b. We are wrapped up in Jesus Christ. Being in Him means that we live, move, and have our being in Him: 
in His life and thoughts and behavior. Therefore, we must... 

•  look only at that upon which He would look. 
•  listen only to that to which He would listen. 
•  talk only as He would talk. 
•  touch only what He would touch. 
•  eat and drink only what He would eat and drink. 
•  think only that upon which He would think. 

  
"And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true 

holiness" (Ephes. 4:24). 
  
2.  We must not make provision for the flesh. The idea is that we do not give in to the flesh and its lusts; we do not 

indulge or give license to the flesh. We do not fulfill the lusts of the flesh. 
  

"And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one 
of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell" (Matthew 5:29). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  From day to day, how can you "put on" the Lord Jesus Christ? 



2.  What is the logical outcome if you make provision for the flesh, for the sinful nature? What safeguards 
do you need to have in place to resist sin's temptation? 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
(13:14) Believer—Clothing, Spiritual—Put on: Scripture lists seven things that the believer is to put on or with 

which he is to clothe himself. 
1.  The believer is to put on and be endued (clothed) with the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49). 
2.  The believer is to put on and be clothed with the Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 13:14; Galatians 3:27). 
3.  The believer is to put on and be clothed with immortality (1 Cor. 15:53-54; 2 Cor. 5:3). 
4.  The believer is to put on and be clothed with the new man (Ephes. 4:24; Col. 3:10). 
5.  The believer is to put on and be clothed with the nature of God (Col. 3:12). 
6.  The believer is to put on and be clothed with the armor of light and of God (Romans 13:14; Ephes. 6:11f). 
7.  The believer is to put on and be clothed with love (Col. 3:14). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Choose a few quiet moments in your day to take an honest look at your spiritual wardrobe. Is it filled 

with worldly fashions like pride, greed, selfishness, anger? Or are you wearing the spiritual clothing that God 
wants you to wear? 

2.  How would your witness for Christ be impacted if you made a conscious decision to put on Christ every 
day? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
Time is a priceless commodity—it must never be wasted. As discussed, no one knows when his or her time is up; thus, 

it is imperative to make the most of the time we have been granted. Time that is spent can never be used again. 
The fresh challenge is before us: to spend our time wisely. We are reminded of this urgent message: 
  

1.  The believer is to know the time. 
2.  It is time to awaken out of sleep. 
3.  It is time to cast off the works of darkness and to put on the armor of light. 
4.  It is time to walk straight. 
5.  It is time to put on the Lord Jesus Christ and to make no provision for the flesh. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  

Study 9: THE STRONG BELIEVER AND THE WEAK BELIEVER: QUESTIONABLE 
FUNCTIONS AND BEHAVIOR—CHRISTIAN LIBERTY 

Text: Romans 14:1-23 
Aim: To put away all pretense and accept others—just as they are. 

Memory Verse: 
"For whether we live, we live unto the LORD; and whether we die, we die unto the LORD: whether 

we live therefore, or die, we are the LORD's" (Romans 14:8). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
The issue of Christian liberty vs. license is always confronting the believer and the church. What can a believer do and 

not do socially and personally? Can he... 
•  drink socially? 



•  attend films, and if so, are any unacceptable? 
•  watch television, and if so, are all programs acceptable? 
•  gamble, and what is considered gambling? 
•  dance, and is there any form of dance unacceptable? 
•  listen to loud and suggestive music or lyrics? 
•  attend athletic contests on Sunday? 

  
There are a host of social and recreational functions that are sometimes questioned by the believer who is truly seeking 

to please the LORD in all that he does. This passage deals with the principles that are to guide the believer as he faces 
these issues. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Receive the weak brother (v.1-2). 
2.  Do not despise and judge (criticize) others (v.3-4). 
3.  Be fully persuaded of right and wrong behavior (v.5-6). 
4.  Watch out—watch what you do (v.7-9). 
5.  Leave the judgment up to God (v.10-12). 
6.  Judge only one thing: that you not be a stumbling block to others (v.13-15). 
7.  Give no occasion for criticism (v.16-18). 
8.  Pursue things that bring peace and edification (v.19). 
9.  Do not destroy or ruin the work of God in another person's life: it is sin to do so (v.20). 
10.  Do nothing to cause a brother to stumble (v.21). 
11.  Watch and do not condemn yourself (v.22-23). 

  
1.  RECEIVE THE WEAK BROTHER (v. 1-2). 

  
The word "receive" means to welcome, to accept, to take to oneself. However, there is a significant fact about the word 

that must be noted. It means... 
•  to receive a weak person just as God graciously receives men. 
•  to take a weak person to oneself just as God graciously takes men to Himself. 

  
The believer is to "receive" the weak brother just as God receives him. The exhortation is both forceful and tender, 

demanding and hopeful. It is forceful and demanding in that it gives the believer the opportunity to act as God acts, and it 
gives the weak believer great hope in being cared for and looked after. Now, note two instructions about receiving the 
weak brother. 

1.  The weak brother is to be received without criticism and argument over his weaknesses. There is to be no doubt and 
no disputing in receiving him. He is to be received with open arms just as God receives men. 

  
"We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves" (Romans 

15:1). 
"To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might 

by all means save some" (1 Cor. 9:22). 
  
2.  There are differences between Christians as to how they should live—about what is and is not allowed by God. For 

example, one Christian believes he can eat anything, whereas another Christian believes he must be a vegetarian. The 
Roman church was apparently dealing with this very problem. The Jews from their earliest history had a long list of laws 
governing food (cp. Leviticus 11:1f), so there was probably some division within the church between the Jewish and 
Gentile converts as to just how closely these laws should be observed, if indeed at all. The point, however, is not limited 
to rules governing food. The Scripture is applicable to all the rules, scruples, taboos, and restrictions of behavior which 
some believers and churches say should regulate our lives. However, having said this, it is absolutely critical to note two 
facts. 

a. This passage is not dealing with the clear commandments of God; it is dealing with those behaviors about 
which there are clear differences of opinions among men. There is no dispute about the commandments of God 
in Scripture: they are to be obeyed. In fact, Christian maturity is measured by our obedience to Christ.  

  



"He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth 
me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him" (John 14:21). 

  
b. The person who is a vegetarian, that is, who governs his life by strict rules, is called the "weak" brother. 

Why would the keeping of strict rules cause a believer to be called a "weak" Christian? (See A Closer Look, 
Christian Liberty—Romans 14:2 for discussion.) 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What kinds of feelings arise in your heart when you are forced to relate to a "weak brother"? 
_____I feel some pride...glad that I'm not like him. 
_____I tend to become impatient, not knowing why he cannot see things from my perspective. 
_____I have genuine empathy for this person. 

2.  Why is it hard for some believers to accept a person who has a clear difference of opinion from their 
own? How can this be remedied? 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
(14:2) Christian Liberty: both the weak Christian believer and the strong Christian believer thought the other was 

weak. This is important to see, for both are subject to criticizing and condemning the other (Romans 14:3f). 
Paul faced the issue of Christian liberty often; therefore, he is an excellent example to consider in discussing this issue. 

Paul was willing to become all things to all men when principle was not at stake, but when principle was at stake, he 
would concede nothing. 

For example, Paul had Timothy circumcised, conforming to the law of Moses; however, here in Romans he exhorts 
believers to ignore outward observances and to resist them to the utmost. In another instance, he would not allow Titus to 
be circumcised—under any circumstance (Galatians 2:3-5); and he warned the Galatians that if they were circumcised, 
Christ would profit them nothing. They would be renouncing their salvation. What is the difference? 

When rules and observance are made the means of salvation, they become a fatal heresy and in the case of Titus and 
the Galatians, this is what was happening. Rules and observances are contrary to God's method of saving men. There is all 
the difference in the world between a man who approaches God by means of rules and the man who approaches God by 
means of Christ. The first man believes he is saved by his works, that is, by the morality of keeping rules; whereas the 
second man believes he is saved by Christ and Christ alone.  

The problem of the weak brother is that he is just a little bit mixed up as to how day-to-day cleanliness comes. He feels 
a tinge of conscience to observe some rule in order to keep his life clean. He feels that he keeps the favor of God by doing 
extra works. He simply has not matured to the point of understanding that even his day-to-day cleanliness comes from the 
righteousness of Christ. 

  
There are essentially two reasons why the strict or judgmental man is weak in the faith. 
1.  He still believes in the necessity of works. Down deep within his heart he still believes that he can gain some favor 

from God by doing certain things and abstaining from others—things that are not taught in the Bible, that are reasoned out 
by himself and others as commendable and beneficial. To some degree he is still trying to gain and to maintain a right 
relationship with God by his own works. He has not fully accepted the way of God's grace and love. He has not yet 
understood that he is accepted in the righteousness of Christ and in His righteousness alone. He has not yet understood—
not fully—that he is short, and always will be short, of God's glory, unable to do any work or act perfectly. He has not 
grasped that he must trust the love of God to count him righteous in Christ every day. He is not completely liberated from 
a belief in works and self-righteousness. 

2.  He does not know the meaning of Christian liberty. He sees Christianity as a thing of rules and regulations, and he 
governs his life by these rules and observances. In many cases even the thought of Christian liberty frightens him. 

Now, having said this, it is of utmost importance that a believer keep in mind his duty as a Christian (see notes—  
Romans 6:1-2;  Romans 6:14-15). There are commands and prohibitions given in the Bible about which there are no 
questions. A believer absolutely must obey them. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Are you ever tempted to gain favor from God by doing good deeds or by not doing certain things?  
2.  What advice would you give to the person who really struggles in this area of Christian liberty? 

  
2.  DO NOT DESPISE AND JUDGE (CRITICIZE) OTHERS (v. 3-4). 

  



As the strong believer and the weak believer associate together, both are subject to serious sin. 
⇒ The believer who understands his liberty in Christ is subject to despising the weaker brother. The word 

despise means to look down upon, to hold in contempt, to treat as meaningless and utterly wrong. 
⇒ The weak believer, the believer who feels he must observe some extra rules, is subject to judging, to 

criticizing, to censoring. 
  
Three reasons are given for not despising and judging one another, three reasons that stand as a warning to believers. 
1.  God Himself has received the strong believer. The believer who walks in the liberty of Christ and does not live a 

strict life has been accepted by God, no matter what the more legalistic believer may think. There may be some man-made 
religious rules that he does not observe, but he has trusted Christ, and he obeys the Word of God. Therefore, he is not to 
be criticized and judged, but he is to be accepted into the fellowship of the more legalistic believer. 

2.  No one has the right to judge the LORD's servant. Note: both believers belong to the LORD; both are the servants of 
the LORD. Therefore, the LORD alone has the right to judge them. Believers do not have the right to play God and to judge 
each other. They have no right to condemn and pass judgment upon each other's behavior and works, for they do not 
belong to each other. They each belong to Christ; therefore, He alone determines whether or not they stand or fall and are 
accepted or rejected. 

3.  God shall hold up the believer. There is no question about the matter: the believer will be held up, for God is able to 
make him stand. 

  
"Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the 

day of Jesus Christ" (Phil. 1:6). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Criticism is a bad habit that can slowly take over any of us who are not on guard.  

  
[There was a] conscientious wife who tried very hard to please her ultracritical husband, but failed 

regularly. He always seemed the most cantankerous at breakfast. If the eggs were scrambled, he wanted 
them poached; if they were poached, he wanted them scrambled. One morning, with what she thought was 
a stroke of genius, the wife poached one egg and scrambled the other and placed the plate before him. 
Anxiously she awaited what surely this time would be his unqualified approval. He peered down at the 
plate and snorted, "Can't you do anything right, woman? You've scrambled the wrong one!"   

  
More often than not, our criticism of others is off base. But in any case, God's command to us is clear: we are 

not to judge or criticize one another. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  The charge never to despise and judge another believer is easier said than done. How can you avoid 

falling into this trap? 
2.  There are a lot of people who want to play God but can never measure up to His standard of perfection. 

Why is any person unable to judge another person "perfectly"? 
  

3.  BE FULLY PERSUADED OF RIGHT AND WRONG BEHAVIOR (v. 5-6). 
  
The Jews had made a maze of rules governing the Sabbath and special holy days. 
  

"But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak 
and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? Ye observe days, and months, and 
times, and years" (Galatians 4:9-10). 

  
Once more, this issue was apparently a hotly debated one between the Jewish and Gentile believers in the Roman 

church. But again, the issue is much broader than the mere observances of holy days; it involves all the man-made 
restrictions laid upon men by legalistic believers and churches. In saying this, however, it bears repeating: Scripture is not 
talking about the commandments found throughout the Bible. The commandments and instructions of Scripture are to be 
kept. The present passage is dealing with the legalistic tendencies of men, the rules and regulations which some men put 
forth as commendable and beneficial to practice. 



Another fact needs to be mentioned as well. Paul is not suggesting that the LORD's Day is not important. He is not 
suggesting that it is all right to ignore, neglect, or abuse the LORD's Day. Far from it. What he is attacking is an attitude 
that substitutes a Christian day for Christianity. The LORD's Day is very important to God, for it is the day set aside for the 
worship of His Son and for the rest and relaxation of His followers. However, the believer is not to worship the day, but 
worship the LORD of all days. 

The point is this. Whatever the believer does, he must be fully persuaded that it is right and not wrong. Note two 
points. 

1.  The believer is to be fully persuaded in his own mind when dealing with questionable matters. The believer is to 
make the decision for himself; no one else is to decide for him. But note: 

⇒ He must make sure the matter is questionable, that it is not already covered by some command in the 
Scripture. 

⇒ He must be honest and intelligent in deciding if the behavior is right. 
⇒ He must not violate his conscience at all, not in the least. 
⇒ He must be absolutely sure to do no wrong. 

  
2.  The believer is to live as he sees and understands God's will. The point is very simply stated: one man dedicates 

every day to the LORD and sees every day as the LORD's; the other man dedicates every day to the LORD, but he believes 
Sundays and holy days are more special and meaningful and should be especially set aside for God. Note that the same 
attitudes prevail toward food: one man gives thanks to God and eats everything; another man gives thanks and eats only 
vegetation. The point to note is that... 

•  both men dedicate every day to the LORD and worship the LORD every day. They differ only in that one 
man sets aside some days for an extended celebration to God. 

•  both men thank God for their food. They differ only in what they are eating. 
  
Now note the crucial factor: the hearts of both men are focused upon God. Both men are dedicating their lives to 

worship and serve God and both are thanking God for what they have. Their hearts are right with God. The differences 
between them are external and concern material things: days and food. Therefore, both are acceptable to God. Both are 
fully persuaded that what they are doing is right before God. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Are there areas of acceptable Christian behavior where you differ with other believers? What is your 
responsibility with regard to those differences: 

⇒ to the other believer? 
⇒ to God? 
⇒ to yourself? 

2.  What is to be your attitude toward those who differ with you? 
  

4.  WATCH OUT—WATCH WHAT YOU DO (v. 7-9). 
  
There are two supreme reasons why the believer must watch what he does. 
1.  The believer belongs to Christ in both life and death. 

⇒ He does not live to himself: he does not do as he wills, follow his own desires, do his own thing, give in 
to his urges and passions. 

⇒ He does not die to himself: take his death into his own hands or expect to handle death by himself. 
  
The believer does not live for himself; he lives for Christ. He has committed both his life and his death into the hands 

of Christ, surrendering all he is. While he lives, he is the LORD's, and when he dies, he is the LORD's. The LORD's 
dominion does not extend only to this life, but to the other life as well. No matter where the believer is or what he is 
doing, he is the LORD's. The believer has placed his life and death into the care and keeping of the LORD, the Master and 
God of his life. Therefore, the believer watches closely what he does, making sure that he pleases his LORD, for his 
welfare is under the LORD's care. 

  
"For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto him" (Luke 20:38). 

  



2.  The believer has been purchased by the LORD's death and resurrection. Christ died, bearing the sin of the believer 
upon Himself, so that the believer could be freed from the coming judgment upon sin. The believer has faith in the death 
of Christ. He believes that... 

•  when Christ died, he symbolically died with Christ. 
•  when Christ hung upon the cross, he symbolically hung upon the cross with Christ. How? By faith. God 

loves man so much that when a man truly believes in the death of Christ for his sins, God will take that man's 
faith and count it as the death of Christ, as the believer having died with Christ. It is the same with the 
resurrection of Christ. When a man truly believes in Christ, God counts the man's belief as the resurrection of 
Christ. The man is identified with Christ in the resurrection of Christ, and he is given a new life that is both 
abundant and eternal. 

  
The point is this: it was for this purpose that Christ died and arose—that He might be the LORD both of the living and 

the dead. He is the LORD of all believers whether they are living on this earth or deceased and passed on into heaven. The 
true believer has been purchased by the death and resurrection of the LORD Jesus. The believer does not belong to himself: 
he cannot act selfishly and sinfully in making decisions about behavior. He must obey and please the LORD, for the LORD 
has purchased the right to the believer's life and death. 

  
"For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye 

also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our LORD" (Romans 
6:10-11). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  In your day-to-day life, how conscious are you that you belong to Christ, that you are to live for Him 
and not for yourself? 

2.  How can you become more surrendered to Christ? Are you willing to do whatever is needed to become 
totally His? 

  
5.  LEAVE THE JUDGMENT UP TO GOD (v. 10-12). 

  
⇒ Why do you judge and criticize your brother? 
⇒ Why do you despise and look down upon your brother? 

  
The questions are forceful and disturbing because so many believers stand guilty before God of doing these things.  
Note the word "brother." The person being criticized and judged is a brother, and what he is doing is coming from a 

sincere conviction that it is either God's will or acceptable to God (Romans 14:5-6). Why then do you set yourself up as 
God and criticize and judge him? Watch out! For "we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ" (Romans 14:10). 
Everyone of us will be judged by Christ, not by each other. 

a. Every knee will bow to Christ, not to each other. Every tongue will confess to God, not to each other. 
None of us are God; therefore, we absolutely have no right to be judging and criticizing each other. God alone 
is the judge of men. 

  
"Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is LORD, to the glory of God 
the Father" (Phil. 2:9-11). 

  
b. Everyone will give an account of himself to God. We are not going to be called to give an account of 

others. Each one will be held accountable for himself only.  
  

"And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats" (Matthew 25:32). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  We are all guilty of judging others at times—even fellow believers. Why is it particularly wrong for you 
to judge another believer? 



2.  How can you develop a less judgmental and critical spirit toward others? What impact will this have on 
you? Those around you? The LORD? 

  
6.  JUDGE ONLY ONE THING: THAT YOU NOT BE A STUMBLING BLOCK TO OTHERS (v. 13-15). 

  
Judge but one thing—if you are a stumbling block to a brother. The word "stumbling block" means an obstacle placed 

in the way of someone. The words "occasion to fall" mean a trap, a snare, something that causes a person to stumble and 
fall. It has reference in particular to leading or causing someone to sin. The exhortation is strong: believers are not to be 
criticizing and judging each other; they are to be judging themselves. Every believer is constantly to be looking at his own 
life, making sure... 

•  that he is not putting a stumbling block in his brother's path to God, not even a single obstacle or 
hindrance of any kind. 

•  that he is not doing a single thing that will cause his brother to stumble or fall into sin. 
  
If a believer is constantly looking at his own life and guarding against becoming a stumbling block, he does not have 

time to judge and talk about his brother. There are three very practical behaviors that will keep us from putting stumbling 
blocks in our brother's walk toward God. 

1.  First, we must watch for the things that our brothers think are unclean. And, very simply, if some behavior or 
activity is thought to be unclean, we are not to do it. Scripture gives us a great principle in these three verses, a principle 
that could revolutionize the behavior of believers and much of society if we would just do what God says. 

Note the words, "there is nothing unclean of itself." The immediate situation of the early church was dealing with 
eating certain foods and keeping special holy days. However, the fact is applicable to the questionable functions faced by 
every generation of believers. In its pure and natural form, all of God's creation is acceptable to God. It is what man does 
with things that makes them impure. 

⇒ The grape is pure, but man takes it and, through excess, makes an intoxicating drink out of it that 
damages the human body and leads to immoral behavior. 

⇒ Fellowship is pure; but man takes it and turns it into a loose, partying atmosphere that leads to exposure 
of the human body, suggestive thoughts and conversation, and immoral behavior. 

⇒ Vegetation and forest plants are pure, but man takes them and makes all kinds of harmful and 
intoxicating drugs, drinks, and foods that harm the human body and lead to immoral and unjust behavior. 

  
The point is this: because of what man does with the things and activities of the earth, believers must watch the things 

that men make unclean and the things that other believers think are unclean. We must not do anything that would cause a 
brother to stumble. 

  
"But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak" 

(1 Cor. 8:9). 
  
2.  Second, we must walk in love toward our brother. Note: 

⇒ We are to do nothing that would grieve a brother. Imagine! We are not to cause "grief" for him—not to 
cause any kind of misery or disturbance whatsoever for him. (What an impact this would make upon churches 
and the world if we would live out this commandment!) 

⇒ We are to do nothing that would destroy a brother. This is a forceful command: "Destroy not him." The 
words mean to hurt and wound to the point of ruining. Such behavior is absolutely forbidden of the Christian 
believer. We are to do absolutely nothing that would devastate or tear down our brother.  

  
APPLICATION: 
Imagine the judgment coming upon some people because of their own judging and criticizing, grumbling and 

divisiveness, and bad habits and behavior such as excessive drinking and partying. Look at the very nature of 
others who are constantly causing problems, being stumbling blocks for both young and old alike. 

  
"We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 

Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification" (Romans 15:1-2). 
  



3.  Third, we must keep in mind that Christ died for our brother. This is the clear reason we must not grieve, much less 
destroy, our brother: Christ died for him. The argument is forceful: if Christ loved him enough to die for him, then we 
must love him enough to give up a few personal preferences or desires and activities. 

  
"And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?" (1 Cor. 8:11). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  In what ways does a stumbling block hinder a person's spiritual growth? Has anyone ever been a 
stumbling block to you spiritually? How did you (or should you) react or respond? 

2.  What are some practical things you can do to guard against being a stumbling block to others? 
  

7.  GIVE NO REASON FOR CRITICISM (v. 16-18). 
  
Christian liberty can be abused. A believer may be free to eat and drink some things and be free to go and participate in 

certain activities, but if it offends others, he should not do either. Why? Because his behavior would be considered evil. 
Two facts are to be kept in mind by believers when they are considering questionable things. 

1.  The Kingdom of God is to be the believer's concern, not pleasure. Note: the Kingdom of God is not eating and 
drinking; that is, it is not concerned with external matters but instead with the heart. It is not a sin to abstain from food and 
drink and questionable activities; therefore, the believer must readily stay away from anything that will grieve or cause 
others to stumble. The Kingdom of God is... 

•  righteousness: being and doing what is right; establishing and maintaining the highest possible good with 
God and man. 

•  peace: being in a right relationship with both God and man and maintaining that relationship; working 
for the highest possible good between God and man. 

•  joy: experiencing the fulfillment and happiness of a right relationship with God and man and bearing the 
fruit of that relationship. 

The point is this: the believer is to be concerned with people and their relationships with God and with himself, not 
with the right to eat and drink and socialize. His primary purpose in life is to reach men and build them up, not to grieve 
men and cause them to stumble. 

2.  The believer who puts the spiritual welfare of other people before his own desires pleases both God and men. Note 
a crucial point: this is the person who is acceptable to Christ, the person who is a genuine believer. On the other hand, a 
man who professes to know God makes a questionable profession... 

•  if he does not love God enough to do what God says. 
•  if he does not love his brother and fellow man enough to keep from grieving and causing them to 

stumble. 
  

"Not every one that saith unto me, LORD, LORD, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 7:21). 

  
Note another fact: the believer who seeks the welfare of his brothers will be acceptable to men. 
  

"For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the LORD commendeth" (2 Cor. 10:18). 
"A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favor rather than silver and gold" 

(Proverbs 22:1). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  How can a believer maintain the proper balance between being free to do what he wants and not 

offending a weaker believer (or a believer with different beliefs)? 
2.  Self-denial is not the normal tendency of man. What is the key thing that has helped you place the 

spiritual welfare of others before your own desires? How can you continue to grow in this area and be a 
witness to others? 

  
8.  PURSUE THINGS THAT BRING PEACE AND EDIFICATION (v. 19). 

  
The very purpose for believers being on earth is to bring peace to men and to build them up. Why? Because men must 

secure peace with God and with each other to receive eternal life. They must be built up in Christ. And believers have the 



message both of peace and of growth; therefore, the believers themselves must follow after only those things which will 
make peace and edify men. 

  
"Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the LORD" (Hebrews 12:14). 
"Let all things be done unto edifying" (1 Cor. 14:26). 

  
QUESTION: 

In your day-to-day life, what things can you do that will bring peace and edification to other believers? 
  

9.  DO NOT DESTROY OR RUIN THE WORK OF GOD IN ANOTHER PERSON'S LIFE: IT IS SIN TO 
DO SO (v. 20). 

  
A person's spiritual life, whether child or adult, is far more important than having the right to eat and drink certain 

things and to attend and participate in certain social and recreational activities. 
  

"But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a 
millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea" (Matthew 18:6). 

  
QUESTION: 

Few things are worse than a person quenching the Spirit or quenching the work of God in another person's 
life. What are the far-reaching consequences for the person who destroys the work of God in another? For the 
person whose work is destroyed? 

  
10.  DO NOTHING TO CAUSE A BROTHER TO STUMBLE (v. 21). 

  
Note how clearly Scripture speaks: food, wine—nothing—is worth causing a brother, child or adult, to stumble. What 

is right for one may be the downfall of another, for men do influence children and other adults. The fact is not debatable. 
The weak person, whether child or adult, may do something... 

•  because everyone else is doing it 
•  because he does not wish to go against the crowd 
•  because he simply does not wish to be different 
•  because he does not wish to be criticized or ridiculed or unpopular 
•  because he is weaker in stamina or will-power 
•  because he looks up to and idolizes his friends or parents 

  
"I have showed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to 

remember the words of the LORD Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive" 
(Acts 20:35). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Is there anything that you desire (a habit, hobby, food, money, possession, pleasure) that would cause a 
weaker believer to stumble?  

2.  In light of question one, what is your responsibility to the weaker believer? 
  

11.  WATCH AND DO NOT CONDEMN YOURSELF (v. 22-23). 
  
There are three ways a believer can keep from condemning himself. 
1.  By keeping his faith. Faith refers here to the belief that a person can do a certain thing and that it is acceptable to 

God. If a believer feels free to do a certain thing, then he can do it, but it is to be done in private before God. It is not to be 
paraded publicly and done before men. It is to be eaten or drunk or done only in private. Doing the thing privately and 
offering it up to God with thanksgiving are the only ways it is acceptable. If it cannot be offered up to God with 
thanksgiving, then it should not be done. 

2.  By not going against his conscience. The believer must not condemn himself in what he does and allows in his life 
and home. (Remember: the children and the wife or husband are being influenced by what the believer does.) 



3.  By acting on faith, from a conviction that God approves the activity. If there is any question, note how clearly and 
forcibly Scripture speaks: "Whatsoever is not of faith is sin." If a believer cannot eat, drink, and do the thing in faith—
knowing it is acceptable to God—then doing it is sin. 

  
"But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and 

that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him" (Hebrews 11:6). 
"Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin" (James 4:17). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Many believers have faith, but they fail to act on it or ignore faith altogether.  

  
"The mighty Niagara River plummets some 180 feet at the American and Horseshoe Falls. Before the 

falls, there are violent, turbulent rapids. Farther upstream, however, where the river's current flows more 
gently, boats are able to navigate. Just before the Welland River empties into the Niagara, a pedestrian 
walkway spans the river. Posted on this bridge's pylons is a warning sign for all boaters: DO YOU HAVE 
AN ANCHOR? followed by, DO YOU KNOW HOW TO USE IT? 

"Faith, like an anchor, is something we need to have and use to avoid spiritual cataclysm [disaster]."   
  

Jesus Christ is our Anchor, the Author and Finisher of our faith. Failure to cling to Him, to act in faith, is more 
harmful to the believer than not using an anchor above the Niagara Falls! 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Are there things that you believe are acceptable to God, yet you feel guilty doing them? How can you 
keep from condemning yourself? Should you do them at all? 

2.  How can you know whether or not something is acceptable to God? What role does your conscience 
play in keeping you from condemning yourself? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
Jesus Christ has called us to a life of liberty, a life of freedom found only in living for Him. But it is imperative that 

believers know how Christ expects them to live among other believers who might think and act differently than they do. 
Remember the main points of this lesson: 

  
1.  Receive the weak brother. 
2.  Do not despise and judge (criticize) others. 
3.  Be fully persuaded of right and wrong behavior. 
4.  Watch out—watch what you do. 
5.  Leave the judgment up to God. 
6.  Judge only one thing: that you not be a stumbling block to others. 
7.  Give no occasion for criticism. 
8.  Pursue things that bring peace and edification. 
9.  Do not destroy or ruin the work of God in another person's life: it is sin to do so. 
10.  Do nothing to cause a brother to stumble. 
11.  Watch and do not condemn yourself. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  



Study 10: THE MARKS OF A STRONG FELLOWSHIP WITHIN THE CHURCH 
Text: Romans 15:1-13 
Aim: To learn your part in building a strong Christian fellowship. 

Memory Verse: 
"We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves" 

(Romans 15:1). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
One of the great blessings of this life is to be a part of the church, some local body of believers. This is especially true 

if the fellowship of the church is a strong one. But a strong fellowship of believers within a local church does not just 
happen by itself. It requires the active participation of each member. 

  
A weary traveler arrived at the French village of Doubs on Sunday evening at twilight, and found people 

hurrying through the streets to church, each carrying a bronze lamp. A villager explained: "We have no other way 
of lighting the church. In 1550 when the church was built, the mayor of the village decided that each member 
should bring his own lamp. Everyone goes there to make it brighter, for he knows that if he stays away, the church 
will be darker and the service sadder." 

When he entered the church, the traveler saw that on every pew was a place to hang the lighted lamp; and as 
the church gradually filled, the cumulative effect of the multitude of lighted lamps was startling. The whole 
building was illuminated with a soft radiance, indescribably beautiful and impressive."   

  
This passage is a continuation of the former chapter. It clearly pinpoints the marks of a strong church. Once studying 

this passage, a believer can never claim he did not know his duty within the church. Every believer's part in building and 
making the church strong is clearly spelled out. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Mark 1: the strong bear the weaknesses of the weak (v.1-3). 
2.  Mark 2: everyone studies the Scriptures (v.4). 
3.  Mark 3: everyone works for harmony (v.5-6). 
4.  Mark 4: everyone accepts one another without discrimination (v.7-12). 
5.  Mark 5: everyone is filled by the God of hope (v.13). 

  
1.  MARK ONE: THE STRONG BEAR THE WEAKNESSES OF THE WEAK (v. 1-3). 

  
The weak believers are described in Romans 14.  They are... 

•  those who judge, grumble, complain, murmur, and criticize (cp. Romans 14:2-3, 10, 13). 
•  those who still trust in a legalistic behavior, a "do" and "don't" behavior (Romans 14:1, 14-15). 
•  those who disobey God's Word and go against the explicit commands of God (Romans 14:10-12, 16-23). 

  
The word "bear" does not mean to bear in the sense of putting up with and forbearing with an attitude of begrudging. It 

means to bear the weak along, to support them, to carry them along as a father or mother would carry a child—in love and 
tenderness, understanding and care.  

1.  How can such an attitude ever prevail in the church? Scripture clearly gives the answer: "Let every one of us please 
his neighbor." It is that simple: let us not please ourselves, but let us please our neighbor—let us live for his good and 
edification. No matter what we may wish... 

•  the place we may want to go, 
•  the drink we may want to drink, 
•  the food we may want to eat, 
•  the film we may want to see, 
•  the thing we may want to buy, 

  
...if it is going to be a stumbling block to our brother, we do not do it. We please, help, support, and live for the good of 

our brothers and sisters so that they might be edified and built up in the faith. 
2.  The believer has the greatest pattern in all the world for denying self and living for his neighbor: Jesus Christ 

Himself. "For even Christ pleased not himself." 



⇒ The reproaches that were cast against God—the cursing, dishonor, unbelief, denial, hostility, all the 
shame and rebellion against God—cut the heart of Christ. Therefore, Christ set out to bear the reproaches 
against God: He came to earth and bore the sin of the reproaches, making it possible for all persons to praise 
God instead of reproaching His glorious name. The zeal to remove all the dishonor cast against God consumed 
Christ and fell upon Him. (Cp. Psalm 69:19-20.) 

Note the point: Christ did not live to please Himself. He did not pray, "Father, remove this cup of sacrifice and denial 
from me—no matter what." He prayed: "O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I 
will, but as thou wilt" (Matthew 26:39). Jesus Christ is the believer's pattern for pleasing others instead of self. 

  
"Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God, thought it not 

robbery to be equal with God: but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross" (Phil. 2:5-8). 

  
APPLICATION 1: 
What a glorious spirit would prevail in the church if this were really practiced as Scripture says: by "everyone 

of us." 
  

"I have showed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to 
remember the words of the LORD Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 
20:35). 

  
APPLICATION 2: 
Note how life-changing this point really is. The serious believer no longer asks simply if questionable behavior 

is right and moral, but if is it good for his brother. Will this thing edify and build up his brother? 
  

"And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these" 
(Mark 12:30-31). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  As a believer, you are either strong or weak. Is your faith strong enough to bear the weak, to carry the 
weak along with you?  

2.  What must happen in the heart of a strong believer in order to help a weaker brother? Are you willing to 
make the sacrifice? 

  
2.  MARK TWO: EVERYONE STUDIES THE SCRIPTURES (v. 4). 

  
This is a great verse on the purpose of the Holy Scriptures. In very simple terms, it tells us why God gave us the Bible. 
1.  The Scriptures were written for our learning: instruction, direction, and guidance. 
  

"But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
ye might have life through his name" (John 20:31). 

"All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness" (2 Tim. 3:16). 

"These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that 
ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God" (1 John 5:13). 

  
2.  The Scriptures were written to stir three things within believers. 

a. Patience: endurance, fortitude, steadfastness, constancy, perseverance. The word is not passive; it is 
active. It is not the spirit that just sits back and puts up with the trials of life, taking whatever may come. 
Rather, it is the spirit that stands up and faces life's trials, that actively goes about conquering and overcoming 
them. 

  



"For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the 
promise" (Hebrews 10:36).  

  
b. Comfort: encouragement, consolation, solace, help, exhortation, supplication. Whatever is needed to 

comfort the believer, the Scripture gives him. 
  

"If ye love me, keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever" (John 14:15-16). 

  
c. Hope: to expect with confidence; to anticipate knowing; to look and long for with surety; to desire with 

assurance; to rely on with certainty; to trust with the guarantee; to believe with the knowledge. 
  

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek" (Romans 1:16). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
There are many excuses for not reading the Bible. Among the most common are: "I don't know where to begin" 

or "I don't have the time" or "It's too hard to understand." These are all concerns that can easily be resolved. James 
Hewett offers the following insights: 

  
How much time does it take to read from Genesis to Revelation? If you would read the Bible at standard 

pulpit speed (slow enough to be heard and understood) the reading time would be seventy-one hours. If you 
would break that down into minutes and divide it into 365 days you could read the entire Bible, cover to 
cover, in only twelve minutes a day. Is this really too much time to spend reading about God? 

  
Hewett goes on to illustrate... 

  
A clergyman took a seat in a dining car on a train traveling along the Hudson River. Opposite him was 

an atheist who, seeing his clerical collar, started a discussion. "I see you are a clergyman." "Yes," came 
the reply. "I am a minister of the gospel." "I suppose you believe the Bible." The clergyman, orthodox in his 
views, responded, "I certainly do believe the Bible to be the Word of God." "But aren't there things in the 
Bible you can't explain?" 

With humility the minister answered, "Yes, there are places in the Bible too hard for me to understand." 
With an air of triumph as though he had cornered the preacher, the atheist asked, "Well, what do you do 
then?" Unruffled, the clergyman went on eating his dinner—which happened to be Hudson shad, a tasty 
fish but noted for its bony structure. Looking up, he said, "Sir, I do just the same as when eating this shad. 
When I come to the bones, I put them to the side of the plate and go on enjoying my lunch. I leave the bones 
for some fool to choke on."   

  
The Scriptures were written to help us not hinder us. But we must make time to read the Scriptures  in order to 

benefit from them. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  How have you benefited from reading God's Word? What kind of relationship would you have with the 

LORD without His Word to guide you? 
2.  What is your role in building a strong church with regards to Scripture? 

  
3.  MARK THREE: EVERYONE WORKS FOR HARMONY (v. 5-6). 

  
When there are so many differences and assorted ideas among people, believers must constantly be striving to be of 

one mind. 
1.  How can a church—a church with so many diverse personalities—achieve harmonious feelings and one mind? 

Note: these two verses are a prayer of Paul. He has just said that the endurance and comfort necessary to live for God 
comes from the Scriptures. Now he says they come from God. In fact, he says that God is the God of patience (endurance) 
and consolation (comfort). Therefore, the believer secures his strength or endurance and comfort from both the Scriptures 
and God. If he wishes to endure to the end, he must study the Scriptures and pray, asking God to give him... 



•  the strength and endurance 
•  the comfort and consolation 

  
Now, note the point. If we know the endurance and comfort of God, then we are bearing the weaknesses of each other; 

we are constantly supporting and helping and caring for each other. We are living in harmony and being of one mind. 
2.  The pattern of endurance, consolation, and harmonious feelings with God and man was Christ Jesus. 

⇒ He was faithful to God, remaining ever so close to Him and fulfilling His ministry to the ultimate 
degree. 

⇒ He experienced the comfort and the consolation of God, possessing an unbroken relationship with God. 
⇒ He never held any ill feelings toward God or God's people. He was of one mind with God and was 

always working to bring every person into harmony with God. 
  
The believer could have no greater pattern than the pattern of Christ Himself. Christ was always working to bring men 

together with God so that they could have the endurance and comfort to live through all the trials and sufferings of life. 
3.  The purpose for harmony between believers and within the church is striking: that we might glorify God—all of us 

together—with one mind and one mouth. God longs for our worship and praise. It is the very reason He created us and 
saved us. Note a significant point: a divided church cannot worship God. This is exactly what is being said. A church has 
to be of one mind and mouth to worship God. If a people are not of one mind and mouth, God is not glorified; He is not 
worshipped. 

The point is clear. Every one of us must work for the harmony of the church so that we may be of one mind and fulfill 
the very purpose for our existence: to glorify God. 

  
"Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, 

and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment" (1 Cor. 1:10). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What is the source of harmony for the Christian believer?  
2.  What are some of the benefits that harmony brings to a body of believers? 

  
4.  MARK FOUR: EVERYONE ACCEPTS ONE ANOTHER WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION (v. 7-12). 

  
There is no discrimination whatsoever in a strong church. The word "receive" means to take to oneself; to receive a 

person as a friend; to treat as a close friend with extreme care and kindness. Believers are to receive one another and be 
closely bound together, living in a spirit of unity and oneness. 

1.  The believer has the greatest pattern imaginable: Christ Himself. Christ received us, and note why: that God may be 
glorified. Therefore, believers must receive each other so that God may be glorified through their lives and church. Just 
look at how far Christ went. 

a. Christ received the Jews and ministered to them. He did it for the truth of God: to confirm and fulfill the 
promises made to the Jewish nation. Think how discriminating, prejudicial, and judgmental the Jews were; yet 
Christ came to them and received and ministered to them. Why? For the truth of God—to fulfill the truth of the 
Word and the praise of God. 

b. Christ received the Gentiles and ministered to them. He came to bring them the mercy of God, that they 
might praise God for His mercy. Remember He received and ministered to the Gentiles when they were living 
the most shameful and indulgent lifestyle imaginable (cp. Romans 1:18-32). 

2.  The Scripture proves the point. Scripture foretold... 
•  that the Gentiles would have the gospel preached to them (Romans 15:9; cp. Psalm 18:49) 
•  that the Gentiles would rejoice with God's people (Romans 15:10; cp. Deut. 32:43) 
•  that the Gentiles would praise God and trust Christ as their Savior and LORD (Romans 15:11; cp. Isaiah 

11:1, 10) 
  
Believers are to receive one another even as Christ has received us. No person is too prejudicial or critical, too weak or 

base for us to receive. The point is that Christ received and ministered to the most prejudicial and judgmental (the Jews), 
sinful and base (the Gentiles) people in the world; therefore, believers can receive one another. No one is too far gone to 
be rejected and cast away.  

⇒ We are to receive each other, as Christ also received us.  



  
"Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria [a despised people] had 

received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John" (Acts 8:14). 
  

⇒ We are to receive each other for the glory of God. 
  

"For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which 
are God's" (1 Cor. 6:20). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Jesus Christ gave us a clear example of how to receive or welcome people. What practical lessons from 
Christ's example can you apply to your own life? 

2.  What can the local church do in response to the needs of social outcasts? What can you personally do to 
help? 

  
5.  MARK FIVE: EVERYONE IS FILLED BY THE GOD OF HOPE (v. 13). 

  
God is the "God of hope"... 

•  the Author of our hope 
•  the Foundation of our hope 
•  the Builder of our hope 
•  the Finisher of our hope 

  
Note that this is a prayer. The three things mentioned cannot be possessed apart from God, and we can possess them 

only as He gives them to us. 
1.  There is joy: an inner gladness; a deep-seated pleasure. It is a depth of assurance and confidence that ignites a 

cheerful heart. It is a cheerful heart that leads to cheerful behavior. 
  

"And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in 
themselves" (John 17:13). 

  
2.  There is peace. Note that peace comes through believing. No man has peace apart from God. The meaning of peace 

with God is striking. Peace with God does not mean escapism, a quiet atmosphere, the absence of trouble, the control of 
situations by positive thinking, the denial of problems, the ability to keep from facing reality. Peace with God means the 
sense and knowledge... 

•  that one has restored his relationship with God 
•  that one is no longer alienated and separated from God 
•  that one is now reconciled with God 
•  that one is now accepted by God 
•  that one is freed from the wrath and judgment of God 
•  that one is freed from the fear of God's wrath and judgment 
•  that one is now pleasing God 
•  that one is at peace with God 

  
"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let 

not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid" (John 14:27). 
  
3.  There is hope. Note that hope is expectation, anticipation, looking and longing for, desiring, relying upon, and 

trusting. But it is also confidence, knowledge, surety, assurance, certainty, and a guarantee. 
  

"For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope 
for?" (Romans 8:24). 

"For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the 
gospel" (Col. 1:5). 

  



Again note: these great qualities come only through the power of the Holy Spirit. God and God alone is the source of 
the things that give life (cp. Galatians 5:22-23; Romans 5:1.) 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Because God is the God of hope, even sickness and death cannot quench the spirit of a strong believer. 

  
In 1997 the journal of the American Heart Association reported on some remarkable research. 

According to the Chicago Tribune, Susan Everson of the Human Population Laboratory of the Public 
Health Institute in Berkeley, California, found that people who experienced high levels of despair had a 20 
percent greater occurrence of atherosclerosis [sic]—the narrowing of their arteries—than did optimistic 
people. "This is the same magnitude of increased risk that one sees in comparing a pack-a-day smoker to a 
non-smoker," said Everson. In other words, despair can be as bad for you as smoking a pack a day! 

That is just one more reason why God calls us to choose hope and faith. The Christian life contributes 
to good health, for God gives us a legitimate basis for hope.  

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  When has the God of hope been the most real to you? 
2.  Where does an unbeliever seek to find love, joy, peace, and hope? Why does the unbeliever's source 

always lead to disappointment? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
The strength of the local church can be measured by the strength of its members. Each one of us has a personal 

responsibility to help make our local fellowship of believers a strong body. It is the duty of every believer to bring all he 
or she is—the talents, gifts, love, knowledge, acceptance that come only from knowing God—to the local church. There 
are five qualities, five marks that spell out a strong fellowship: 

  
1.  Mark 1: the strong bear the weaknesses of the weak. 
2.  Mark 2: everyone studies the Scriptures. 
3.  Mark 3: everyone works for harmony. 
4.  Mark 4: everyone accepts one another without discrimination. 
5.  Mark 5: everyone is filled by the God of hope. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  
THE MESSENGER OF GOD AND HIS PLANS, 15:14-16:27 

»Front Matter  »Book Intro  »Detailed Outline 
Study 1: THE MESSENGER OF GOD AND HIS MINISTRY (PART I) 
Text: Romans 15:14-21 
Aim: To make your witness—your life—more effective for the cause of Christ. 

Memory Verse: 
"Yea, so have I strived to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build upon 

another man's foundation" (Romans 15:20). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
Think for a moment: What is the most important thing you have ever done for another person?  

•  Contributed money to an individual or to a worthy cause? 



•  Taught another person to read and write? 
•  Saved another person's life? 
•  Explained the gospel to a lost person? 

  
Life is full of worthwhile opportunities. But if we are not careful, our lives can pass by without making an impact for 

Christ. In the light of eternity, will your life make a difference? There is no better time than the present to make a fresh 
commitment, a commitment of service to God and to your fellow man. 

This is one of the most descriptive passages dealing with the minister of God. It forcefully reveals what it was that 
made Paul such a great minister of God. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  He was gracious in dealing with people (v.14). 
2.  He was bold in reminding people about the truths of the gospel (v.15). 
3.  He was called to minister the gospel of God (v.16). 
4.  He gloried in and talked about the things that pertained to God (v.17-19). 
5.  He strived to preach for Christ in pioneer areas (v.20-21). 

  
1.  HE WAS GRACIOUS IN DEALING WITH PEOPLE (v. 14). 

  
Note two significant points. 
  
1.  Paul called the members of the Roman congregation brothers (Romans 15:15, 16). Paul did not look upon himself 

as being superior to the Roman congregation. He did not see himself... 
•  as being better 
•  as being more spiritual 
•  as being more intellectual 
•  as being more educated 

  
Paul never looked upon himself as being superior to other believers in any sense of the word. Note also: Paul was not 

nagging, harping, or badgering the Roman congregation. On the contrary, he was addressing the congregation in a most 
gracious spirit, treating them as his equal before God. Paul called the members brothers, not sons and daughters. 

2.  Paul acknowledged the commendable qualities of the Roman congregation. He mentioned three qualities or traits in 
particular. 

a. The believers were "full of goodness": full of kindness and helpfulness, virtue and excellence, peace and 
conciliation, inner depth and richness. 

  
"And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the 

fulness of God" (Ephes. 3:19). 
  

b. The believers were filled "with all knowledge": spiritual insight and perception; knowledge of Christ, 
God, the Holy Spirit, and the spiritual need of man and his world; spiritual truth. 

  
"Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. If any man will do 

his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself" (John 
7:16-17). 

  
c. The believers were able "to admonish" one another: to put in mind, to implant the truth into the mind, to 

guide and correct and instruct. 
  

"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the LORD" (Col. 3:16). 

  
APPLICATION: 
Remember that Paul had never visited the Roman church. He had only met a few of the Roman believers in his 

travels over the Mediterranean world. What he knew about the Roman believers was only what he had heard about 



them. Therefore, his writing to them is comparable to a visiting preacher. Note his gracious spirit and attitude 
toward other believers and congregations. Every minister can learn from this soft, tender spirit of Paul. 

  
"Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom 

of heaven" (Matthew 18:4). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  The Apostle Paul had a good grasp on what it meant to be humble before others. Can you walk in that 

same spirit of humility in this modern age? Are you aiming for that goal? 
2.  Do you support and encourage other believers on a regular basis? How can you make that practice a 

regular pattern in your life? 
  

2.  HE WAS BOLD IN REMINDING PEOPLE (v. 15). 
  
The believer or minister of God is bold in reminding people of the great truths of the gospel. Glance at the overall 

outline of Romans, and you quickly see how Paul has covered the great truths of the Christian faith. This is the task of the 
believer, the minister of God. The minister must proclaim the truths of the gospel—to preach the gospel is the very reason 
for his call. He exists for no other purpose. 

  
"And I thank Christ Jesus our LORD, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me 

into the ministry" (1 Tim. 1:12). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
A believer must understand the gospel in order to share it. But his life must also back it up. 

  
A smalltown newspaper carried as a regular feature the sermon of a local minister. In preparing one of 

the weekly editions, the typesetter mistakenly inserted an "l" for the letter "h" in the word "charity." The 
text therefore read, "Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not clarity, I am 
become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal." This error suggests a deeper truth: without charity (or 
love as the word may also be translated) there is no clarity in the message we seek to convey to a needy 
world."   

  
Do you love the lost enough to share the gospel with them? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  It is your responsibility as a believer to know the great truths of the gospel—at least enough to talk 
about them. Are you comfortable in communicating the gospel message to others? Do you need to pray for 
boldness in this area? 

2.  In what way can you help others share their faith, to be bold in witnessing? 
  

3.  HE WAS CALLED TO MINISTER THE GOSPEL OF GOD (v. 16). 
  
This is a beautiful passage describing the nature of the Christian ministry. The Christian ministry is seen as a priestly 

ministry. However, we must always remember that the ministry is not an office to make atonement for sin, nor to offer a 
sacrifice of appeasement to God. It is a ministry of preaching the gospel under the influence of the Holy Spirit. The 
purpose of the ministry is this: to bring men to the point where they will offer themselves as living sacrifices, holy, 
acceptable to God (cp. Romans 12:1-2). A minister's only priesthood is the preaching of the gospel, and his only offering 
is the offering of redeemed and sanctified men to God. He is not a mediator between God and men; he does not offer 
propitiatory sacrifices. He is only an instrument which God uses to share the gospel of salvation with men. He is a priest 
only in the sense that he serves the gospel of God to men and brings men to God through the gospel of God. 

Note what the "offering" was that God wanted Paul to make: the offering of the Gentiles, of human lives. God wanted 
Paul to bring people to Him. This is the task of ministers: to offer the lives of men, women, boys, and girls to God. 

  
"Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth 

fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give 
it you" (John 15:16). 



  
Note: the offering that God wants from ministers, the only offering that is "acceptable," is the offering of human lives. 

The word acceptable is significant. If ministers bring any other offering, it is unacceptable. God is not after buildings, 
programs, money, equipment, or anything else. God is after the lives of people. 

The word acceptable means something else as well. It means that the offering of a human life is acceptable only if the 
person is brought... 

•  by "the gospel of God" and is "sanctified [set apart to God] by the Holy Spirit." 
  
The good news of God's Son, Jesus Christ, has to be proclaimed and accepted for a person to be acceptable to God. 

The only person set apart to God by the Holy Spirit is the person who comes to God in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ. 
  

"Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me" 
(John 14:6). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Are you comfortable in presenting the gospel to people? What role does the Holy Spirit play when a 
believer shares the gospel? Where does your responsibility start and end? 

2.  What is the only way a person becomes acceptable to God? Have you personally made that commitment 
of self? 

  
4.  HE GLORIED IN AND TALKED ABOUT THE THINGS THAT PERTAINED TO GOD (v. 17-19). 

  
Note four facts. 
1.  Paul talked about and gloried in Jesus Christ alone. There is a legitimate boasting, a justified glorying for the 

minister. However, it is critical to note where. The minister's boasting... 
•  is not in material things such as buildings, programs, membership, and numbers 
•  is not in fleshly things such as position, charisma, fluency of speech, education, and titles 

  
Paul demonstrated this fact clearly, for he did not talk about himself nor about what he had done. He talked only about 

the things that pertained to God, only about the things brought about through Jesus Christ. 
  

"That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the LORD" (1 Cor. 1:31). 
"My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad" (Psalm 34:2). 

  
2.  Paul talked about and gloried in the obedience of converts. Note that the Gentile converts were wrought by Christ, 

not by Paul. Christ used Paul's "words and deeds" to reach the converts, but it was Christ who worked in their hearts to 
convict and convert them. 

The point is this: Paul talked about and shared the glorious news of converts, but he was careful... 
•  to give all the credit to Christ 
•  to make no claims that were not true ("I will not dare to speak of...things which Christ hath not 

wrought.") 
  

"He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?" (Micah 6:8). 

  
3.  Paul talked about and gloried in the mighty signs and wonders wrought by the Holy Spirit. This is a term used in 

Scripture to refer to the wonderful miracles produced by God—miracles which could be done only by God. Apparently, 
Paul had an extensive ministry of both evangelism and healing among people. But note the emphasis: it was all brought 
about by the "power of the Spirit of God." It was the Holy Spirit who did the miracles. (Cp. Acts 13:11; Acts 14:3, 10; 
Acts 16:18; Acts 19:11; Acts 20:10; Acts 28:5, 8.) 

  
"But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto 

me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth" (Acts 
1:8). 

  



4.  Paul talked about and gloried in the fact that he had been given the privilege to preach the gospel all around: "from 
Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum" (most recently called Yugoslavia or Serbia). Note that God had used Paul to 
preach throughout the world, but note the emphasis: "I have fully preached the gospel of Christ." It was the gospel of 
Christ that God wanted the world to hear and receive, not the gospel of Paul. Paul was only the instrument that God used. 
Paul talked about the gospel of Christ penetrating and reaching the world. 

  
"And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God" (Acts 9:20). 
"But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness" 

(1 Cor. 1:23). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Under some circumstances, it is all right for a believer to boast. Do you use that advantage to further the 

cause of Christ? 
2.  What have you seen God do during this week that makes you feel like boasting? 

  
5.  HE STRIVED TO PREACH FOR CHRIST IN PIONEER AREAS (v. 20-21). 

  
Note two striking points. 
  
1.  Paul strived to reach those who had never heard about Christ. His one ambition was to carry the gospel to those to 

whom no other preacher had gone. God had called him to be an apostle, a missionary evangelist, not to pastor and to build 
upon the ministry of other men. 

⇒ Too many in the world had never heard about Christ. 
⇒ Too many were still doomed to die without ever having heard. 
⇒ Too many were to spend eternity apart from God. 

  
Why? Simply because they had never heard. There were not enough ministers going into the pioneer areas and staying 

with the people long enough to root and grow them in the LORD.  
2.  Paul strived to fulfill God's call to him by reaching the Gentiles, for God had called him to reach the pioneer areas 

(Acts 9:15; Acts 22:14-15; Acts 26:15-18). Note: Scripture predicts that the gospel is to be carried to those "who have not 
heard" (Isaiah 52:15). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Have you ever wondered what happens to people who never hear about God's love? Have you ever considered 

the terrible judgment upon those who never respond to Christ's invitation for eternal life? A modern-day Paul both 
wondered and considered these questions. His conclusions changed his life. 

  
"Go into all the world and make disciples." John took these challenging words to heart. Growing up as 

a missionary kid near the mighty Amazon River, John felt right at home with the Indian people. Many of the 
primitive Indians who had befriended him as a child became believers as John grew into young adulthood. 
As the years went quickly by, John left the jungle to study in Canada, vowing to return one day to the 
people he loved so dearly. While most young men his age took the road of comfort and luxury, John was 
convicted that he must do more. While others pursued what they wanted to do, John stayed focused upon 
what God wanted him to do—to return to the jungles of South America and equip others to share the 
gospel. 

When John returned to the jungle he found in his Indian friends a spiritual hunger and a keen 
awareness that the Great Commission was not just a "white missionary thing." The Indians soberly shared 
their hearts with John: "As we study God's Word, we are concerned about the tribes who live in the depths 
of the Amazon that have no gospel witness. If they die without hearing, all of them will be lost to the devil."  

John was struck by their conviction. These friends were willing to risk their lives for a greater 
purpose—to bring God's light to dark hearts. The fruit of John's ministry was about to be multiplied. His 
Indian friends were willing to take the baton of God's saving gospel and run into places John could never 
go. 

  
Not all of us are called to serve in the Amazon Jungle, but all of us are called to support those who do serve in 

such exotic places. 



  
APPLICATION: 
Paul was the first of God's chosen vessels to carry the message to those who had never heard. Tragically, there 

are still multitudes who have not heard the gospel of Christ, who are dying and will spend eternity apart from 
God—all because we have not carried the gospel to them. 

⇒ Who will be the "Pauls" of today? 
⇒ Who has the courage to go to the pioneer areas today? 
⇒ Who will reach those who have never even had the opportunity to hear? 

  
"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Ghost" (Matthew 28:19). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Every believer has a responsibility to the lost of the world—no matter how far away or inaccessible they 

might be—but not every believer can carry the message. Has God given you a burden for those who have 
never heard the gospel?  

2.  What practical things can you do to reach lost souls? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
There is no better time than the present to make a fresh commitment of service to God and to your fellow man. What is 

the key to becoming a more effective witness for Christ? The life of Paul illustrates how this is to be done: 
  

1.  He was gracious in dealing with people. 
2.  He was bold in reminding people about the truths of the gospel. 
3.  He was called to minister the gospel of God. 
4.  He gloried in and talked about the things that pertained to God. 
5.  He strived to preach for Christ in pioneer areas. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  

Study 2: THE MESSENGER OF GOD AND HIS MINISTRY (PART II) 
Text: Romans 15:22-33 
Aim: To focus upon the traits that will sharpen your witness. 

Memory Verse: 
"Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye 

strive together with me in your prayers to God for me" (Romans 15:30). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
If you are a Christian believer then you possess the greatest treasure of all—the treasure of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

This is a treasure that should never be withheld from those who need God's love. Unfortunately, there are some people 
who do not know how to give away the Good News. 

  
Luigi Tarisio was found dead one morning with scarce a comfort in his home, but with 246 exquisite violins, 

which he had been collecting all his life, crammed into an attic, the best in the bottom drawer of an old rickety 
bureau. In his very devotion to the violin, he had robbed the world of all that music all the time he treasured them; 
others before him had done the same, so that when the greatest of his collection, a Stradivarius, was first played it 



had had 147 speechless years. Yet, how many of Christ's people are like old Tarisio? In our very love of the church 
we fail to give the glad tidings to the world; in our zeal for the truth we forget to publish it. When shall we all 
learn that the Good News needs not just to be cherished, but needs to be told? All people need to hear it.  

  
This passage is a remarkable description of the ministry of God's messenger. The messenger may be a preacher, a 

teacher, or a witnessing believer—it matters not—the principles of ministry are the same for all. 
  
OUTLINE: 

1.  He did a thorough job where he was (v.22-23). 
2.  He had a worldwide vision (v.24). 
3.  He did not forget immediate needs as he made worldwide plans (v.25-27). 
4.  He served in the gospel of Christ—in the fullness of the blessing of the gospel (v.28-29). 
5.  He begged for much prayer in behalf of his ministry (v.30-32). 
6.  He set the example of intercessory prayer (v.33). 

  
1.  HE DID A THOROUGH JOB WHERE HE WAS (v. 22-23). 

  
Paul sets a dynamic example for every minister and teacher of the gospel to stay where he is and complete the job God 

had called him to do—despite the enormity of the task and great difficulties. 
Paul stayed where he was and completed his ministry despite the desire to move on. God had called him to evangelize 

and minister throughout the region from Jerusalem to Illyricum, the country formerly known as Yugoslavia. Note how 
Paul longed to reach Spain and Rome for Christ, but he stayed in his present ministry because of the enormous problems 
and needs of the churches. (A quick glance at the overall outlines of the Epistles Paul wrote will give a review of some of 
the problems.) In addition to the problems within the churches, think of the opposition and personal attacks against Paul 
himself. Yet Paul held to the task at hand, working ever so diligently trying to straighten out the problems within the 
churches and to meet their desperate need to grow in Christ. Note the words "having no more place in these parts." Paul 
was saying that he had now completed his task and finished his work. He had fought a good fight and finished his course. 
He had "fully preached the gospel of Christ" (Romans 15:19). Therefore, he could now move on. 

  
APPLICATION: 
What a convicting example Paul is to so many ministers who long to flee instead of facing the problems and 

meeting the needs of God's people. 
  

"Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes 
above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes 
save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a 
day I have been in the deep; in journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by 
mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in 
perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; in weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in 
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are without, that 
which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches" (2 Cor. 11:23-28). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  One of the most difficult things to do is to be faithful where you are, especially when there is a desire to 
move on to other opportunities. What is the most important lesson you can learn when faced with this kind of 
situation? 

2.  Are there any problems that can be solved by running away from them? Why or why not? What is the 
first step to resolving a problem of any kind? 

  
2.  HE HAD A WORLDWIDE VISION (v. 24). 

  
1.  Paul had a worldwide vision. He longed and ached to reach the outer limits of the world. In the days of Paul, the 

western borders of Spain were considered the outposts of the civilized world. Paul knew that if he could personally 
evangelize the outposts of western Europe, the gospel would spread out into the uncivilized world. 

  
APPLICATION: 



Every minister should be consumed with the passion to reach every man, woman, and child with the gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ who has died for them. 

  
"[Christ] whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we 

may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: whereunto I also labour, striving according to his 
working, which worketh in me mightily" (Col. 1:28-29). 

  
2.  Paul had a strong expectation: to have the help, fellowship, and support of other believers in his attempt to reach the 

world. When he visited the Roman church, he expected... 
•  to be filled with the company and fellowship and help of the believers. 
•  to be financially supported in his mission to Spain ("sent on my way"). 

  
APPLICATION: 
In the great task of reaching the world for Christ, there are those who go forth to preach the gospel, and there 

are those who prayerfully and financially support the preachers. Both are absolutely essential. 
  

"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the LORD shall be saved. How then shall they call on 
him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not 
heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? and how shall they preach, except they be sent? 
as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad 
tidings of good things!" (Romans 10:13-15). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Scripture and world history record both the high and the low points of world evangelization. Here is an example 

of one of the low moments in missions; one that the church still regrets. Bob Weiner writes... 
  

Recent events in Russia remind me of another historic moment, when the leader of another super power 
wrote these words to Christians: "Send me 100 men skilled in your religion...and I shall be baptized, and 
then all my barons and great men, and then their subjects. And so there will be more Christians here than 
there are in your parts." 

Those words were written by Kublai Khan, ruler of China, the largest empire in history, to Marco Polo 
in the year 1266.  The emperor's heart had been touched by the news of Christ's death for the world's sins, 
and he wanted his whole empire to be evangelized!  

How did the church respond to this incredible chance? After many years, only two missionaries came 
forward who were willing to endure the hardships necessary to bring the good news of Christ to the 
Chinese Mongolian empire. And even then they turned their back halfway into their appointment before 
reaching their destination. They left behind the legacy of the greatest missed opportunity in history.  

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Every believer has a role to play in worldwide missions. Do you know what your role is? If not, how can 
you find out? 

2.  What opportunities are available through your church or community to reach out to the world with the 
gospel? 

  
3.  HE DID NOT FORGET IMMEDIATE NEEDS AS HE MADE WORLDWIDE PLANS (v. 25-27). 

  
As much as Paul longed to preach the gospel in Rome and Spain, there was a more immediate need pressing in upon 

him—a need of enormous proportion. Saints of God all throughout Judaea were suffering from deep poverty. No doubt 
some of them had lost their jobs because of their witness for Christ, and the land had apparently suffered a famine of some 
sort. Whatever the cause, many of God's people were hungry, unclothed, and unsheltered. They needed help, and it was 
the minister's (Paul's) task to help them. For this reason, Paul had taken a special offering from all the churches in 
Macedonia and Achaia to help the poor saints in Jerusalem. Note how strongly Paul felt about saints helping one another 
when they were in need. He said that the Gentile churches were debtors to the poor saints at Jerusalem. Why? Because it 
was from the Jerusalem believers that the gospel had spread. Since they had ministered the spiritual gift of salvation to the 
Gentile churches, the Gentile churches were now in debt to help the Jerusalem believers in their physical need. 



Our task is always to meet the needs (true needs) of local saints before we move out to meet the needs of those in other 
nations. If we do not meet the needs of our brothers who live next door, how can we expect God to bless us in trying to 
meet the needs of those in other countries? 

  
"I have showed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the 

words of the LORD Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20:35). 
  

APPLICATION: 
Believers are debtors to help other believers throughout the world when they face critical needs. Why? Because 

genuine believers are ministering to each other through their daily prayers and other spiritual gifts. Genuine 
believers are the recipients of each other's prayers and gifts as they minister to each other daily through the 
presence and power of God's Spirit. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Is it possible to be so focused on helping those in far-away places that you ignore the needs of those 
close by? How can you remain sensitive to the people in your own family, church, community, state, and so 
on? 

2.  Do you know any believers who are in desperate financial need? In what ways can you help a believer 
who... 

•  has lost a job? 
•  has little money for food or clothing? 
•  has no shelter? 

  
4.  HE SERVED IN THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST—IN THE FULLNESS OF THE BLESSINGS OF THE 

GOSPEL (v. 28-29). 
  
Note two significant points. 
  
1.  Paul kept his worldwide vision even in the face of the pressing needs of the Jerusalem believers. He intended to 

evangelize Rome and Spain, and he would not let the desperate plight of the present need—as critical as it was—deter his 
worldwide vision. 

  
APPLICATION: 
What a lesson for us! How long ago would the world have been reached for Christ if we had kept the world 

before our faces despite the pressing needs of our present situations? 
  

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, 
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world" (Matthew 28:19-20). 

  
2.  It is the "gospel of Christ" and the blessing of it that Paul served. There is no other message or truth that can meet 

the desperate need of man for life—life that is both abundant and eternal. Paul knew this; therefore, he was gripped with 
the burning zeal to proclaim Christ. 

  
"I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. So, as much 

as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also" (Romans 1:14-15). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What is the most important thing you can do to keep a vision alive in your heart? 
2.  The gospel is the world's only hope for meeting man's desperate needs. Does your life bear testimony to 

this fact? Can you do more to show your zeal for Christ? 
  

5.  HE BEGGED FOR MUCH PRAYER IN BEHALF OF HIS MINISTRY (v. 30-32). 
  



Note: he does not request prayer for selfish reasons, but for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul's one ambition in 
life was for Jesus Christ to be praised, worshipped, and served by all men. It was for Christ's sake—for the cause of Christ 
and His kingdom—that Paul wanted people praying for him. Paul needed prayer in three areas in particular. 

1.  He needed deliverance from unbelievers. Unbelievers were constantly rejecting, ridiculing, mocking, abusing, 
threatening, and persecuting him—even while he was sharing the glorious news of eternal life with them. 

  
APPLICATION: 
The fact that men reject the glorious truth of eternal life is shocking to some people. However, we must keep in 

mind why men react against the gospel. They are unwilling to give their lives to Jesus Christ as LORD: to sacrifice 
all they are and have to serve Him and to meet the desperate needs of a world reeling under the weight of 
starvation, disease, sin, and suffering. 

  
2.  He needed prayer that his ministry would be accepted by the saints. Unfortunately and tragically, too many 

believers do not accept the ministry of all of God's servants. The servant may be a lay teacher or a professional preacher—
it does not matter—too many ministers are opposed and rejected by believers for selfish and sinful reasons. Paul was 
constantly being opposed by carnal believers. He desperately needed prayer: prayer that the believers to whom he 
ministered would understand his call and ministry and understand why God had placed him with them. The churches to 
whom he ministered needed to receive his spiritual gifts and to grow under his ministry. 

3.  He needed prayer that he might be allowed to carry out his worldwide vision and be refreshed by believers where 
he was called to go. 

  
"Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 

perseverance and supplication for all saints" (Ephes. 6:18). 
"Pray without ceasing" (1 Thes. 5:17). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Without a doubt, everyone of us who is serving the LORD needs the prayers of other believers. In fact, it is 

foolish not to covet their prayers. Steve Winger illustrates this point as he shares about the final exam in his logic 
course. 

  
To help us on our test, the professor told us we could bring as much information to the exam as we 

could fit on a piece of notebook paper. Most students crammed as many facts as possible on their 8-1/2 x 
11 inch sheet of paper. 

But one student walked into class, put a piece of notebook paper on the floor, and had an advanced 
logic student stand on the paper. The advanced logic student told him everything he needed to know. He 
was the only student to receive an A.  

  
When you are serving the LORD, who is standing in the gap for you? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Who has you on their prayer list? Have you asked them to pray for you? Have you offered specific 
requests? 

2.  How often do you solicit prayer from other believers before you minister for Christ? 
_____Never 
_____Sometimes 
_____Often 
_____Always 

  
6.  HE SET THE EXAMPLE OF INTERCESSORY PRAYER (v. 33). 

  
This is striking: while in the midst of requesting prayer, Paul broke out into prayer for the Roman believers. The prayer 

was only one request, but it was forceful and meaningful: "Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen." Note these 
facts: 

⇒ What every man needs is peace: peace within and peace without. 
⇒ Peace comes from God: if men want true peace, they must seek it in God. 
⇒ God is the God of peace: peace is of His very nature. 



⇒ If man could make only one request in life, the request should be to receive the God of peace. This is the 
one request Paul made for the Roman believers. Peace does not come from a genie in a bottle nor from the 
sorceries and sciences of this world. Peace comes only from the Creator of the world, from the God of peace 
Himself. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What best describes your intercessory prayer life? 
_____I pray only when I'm reminded about it. 
_____I pray spontaneously, whenever I think of it. 
_____I have planned sessions of prayer, using a specific prayer list. 

2.  How do you think Paul became a great prayer warrior? What will it take for you to be able to pray like 
Paul? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
No matter who we are, we have to be witnesses for Christ. Some of us find this easier to do than others; nevertheless, 

we have too great a treasure to keep it to ourselves. The Scripture and outline remind us of Paul's example: 
  

1.  He did a thorough job where he was. 
2.  He had a worldwide vision. 
3.  He did not forget immediate needs as he made worldwide plans. 
4.  He served in the gospel of Christ—in the fullness of the blessing of the gospel. 
5.  He begged for much prayer in behalf of his ministry. 
6.  He set the example of intercessory prayer. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  

Study 3: THE MESSENGER'S COMMENDATIONS: ONE OF GOD'S HALLS OF FAME 
Text: Romans 16:1-16 
Aim: To strive for those traits that make a person great in God's sight. 

Memory Verse: 
"And I thank Christ Jesus our LORD, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting 

me into the ministry" (1 Tim. 1:12). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
Every serious athlete desires to have a career that will be recognized one day as worthy of being voted into the Sports 

Hall of Fame. After all the work, the practices, the struggles, the pain, the disappointments, and the victories, induction 
into the Hall of Fame makes every experience worth it all. A lifetime of achievement is put on display for the world to 
see. But as noble as this honor is, it can never compare to God's Hall of Fame. 

This Scripture is one of God's Halls of Fame. It gives a list of some of the believers in the Roman church and their 
outstanding Christian traits. Each name stands as a challenge to every believer to follow the LORD more closely than ever 
before. Throughout the passage note the emphasis upon a warm, tender heart. A local church should be a friendly, 
welcoming church—an open, gracious church. There should be no strangers in the LORD's church. The church should 
guard against becoming a closed society, a body of cliques, shut up only to themselves. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Phebe: a Christian sister who deserved to be welcomed and befriended (v.1-2). 



2.  Priscilla and Aquila: a hospitable couple, who opened their hearts and home—even at the risk of death (v.3-
4). 

3.  Epenetus: a courageous first convert (v.5). 
4.  Mary: a lady who labored much (v.6). 
5.  Andronicus and Junia: early converts imprisoned with Paul (v.7). 
6.  Amplias: one beloved (v.8). 
7.  Urbane: a fellow worker (v.9). 
8.  Stachys: one beloved (v.9). 
9.  Apelles: one tried and proven (v.10). 
10.  Aristobulus' household: slaves serving a true Master (v.10). 
11.  Herodion: a relative of Paul (v.11). 
12.  Narcissus' household: enslaved "in the LORD" (v.11). 
13.  Tryphena and Tryphosa: two ladies who labored much (v.12). 
14.  Persis: a beloved believer who worked hard (v.12). 
15.  Rufus: a saintly man (v.13). 
16.  Rufus' mother: a mother to God's servants (v.13). 
17.  The unknown servants: unknown but faithful in the fellowship of the church (v.14-16). 

  
1.  PHEBE: A CHRISTIAN SISTER WHO DESERVED TO BE WELCOMED AND BEFRIENDED (v. 1-

2). 
  
Note these facts about Phebe. 
1.  The name Phebe is one of the names of the goddess Diana; therefore, Phebe was probably a convert from a heathen 

religion. 
2.  Paul calls her "our sister," meaning a sister in the faith of Christ. She was a woman beloved by Paul and the 

believers of her church, highly esteemed as a genuine sister of the faith. 
3.  Phebe was a servant of the church at Cenchrea, which was the seaport of Corinth. Note the word "servant." It is the 

same as the word for deacon or deaconess. Does this mean that Phebe held the official office of a deacon in the early 
church? Note closely what the Scripture says and it seems to be saying that she did: "Phebe our sister, which is a servant 
(deaconess) of the church." The words "of the church" modify servant or deaconess. Phebe was a servant or a deaconess 
of the church which is at Cenchrea. Paul is not saying she is a servant of the LORD to all of God's people in general. She 
was, of course, just as all believers are. But this is not what Paul is saying. He is very clear about the matter: she is an 
official "servant [deaconess] of the church which is at Cenchrea." 

The separation of the sexes in that day would almost necessitate some official office of women to minister to the 
women of the church. This would be especially true in the area of ministry where women would be alone, for example, in 
visiting and caring for the sick and in distributing food and clothing among the needful. 

4.  Phebe deserved to be welcomed and befriended in the LORD. There are two reasons for this. 
a. Believers are always to welcome and befriend other believers. The church is not an exclusive club nor a 

society of cliques. It is to be a welcoming center for all strangers and neighbors, whether saint or sinner. 
b. Phebe had been a "succourer" of many, including Paul himself. The word succourer means one who 

protects, helps, looks after, and provides for people. Phebe was a woman who ministered to the needs of many. 
Apparently, she helped and looked after the welfare of any who had need. 

  
APPLICATION: 
The great lessons to be learned from Phebe are twofold: 

⇒ We should be servants of the church. 
⇒ We should be constantly ministering to all who are in need. 

  
"I was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to the lame" (Job 29:15). 
"She stretcheth our her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the 

needy" (Proverbs 31:20). 
"The LORD GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to 

speak a word in season to him that is weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he 
wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned" (Isaiah 50:4). 

  
QUESTIONS: 



1.  Who are the "Phebes" in your church? How would your church be different if these women were not 
serving? 

2.  Within your church, where are the opportunities to minister as Phebe did? Are you doing your part to 
open the door to strangers and newcomers? 

  
2.  PRISCILLA AND AQUILA: A HOSPITABLE COUPLE, WHO OPENED THEIR HEARTS AND 

HOME—EVEN AT THE RISK OF DEATH (v. 3-4). 
  
Priscilla and Aquila were close companions of Paul. They were originally residents of Rome. But the Roman emperor, 

Claudius, had the Jews banished from Rome in A.D. 52.  Priscilla and Aquila moved to Corinth. They were the couple 
who opened their home to Paul when he first entered Corinth. They were also the couple who went into business with 
Paul as tent-makers. They later traveled with Paul to Ephesus where they settled (Acts 18:18). The chief characteristics of 
this couple were their open hearts and their open home. Wherever we find them, we find that their home was the center 
for Christian worship and fellowship. 

1.  They received the young preacher, Apollos, into their home to instruct him in the faith (Acts 18:24-26). 
2.  They had a church meeting in their home in Ephesus (1 Cor. 16:19). 
3.  They had another church meeting in their home in Rome (Romans 16:13). 
4.  Paul called them "my helpers [fellow workers] in Christ Jesus" (Romans 16:3), and he explained what he meant. 

They risked their lives in order to save him. This probably refers to the attacks made upon Paul and the church in Corinth 
(Acts 18:6, 12-17) or to some other severe persecution that took place in Ephesus (1 Cor. 15:32; cp. 2 Cor. 1:8). In either 
case, this godly couple, Priscilla and Aquila, risked their lives in order to save the life of one of God's dear servants, Paul 
himself. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Note several lessons. 

1) A believer should have an open home and show forth a testimony of hospitality. 
  

"Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality" (Romans 12:13). 
"Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares" 

(Hebrews 13:2). 
  

2) A believer should be a helper or a fellow worker and laborer in the ministry of Christ Jesus. 
  

"Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; pray 
ye therefore the LORD of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest" (Matthew 
9:37-38). 

  
3) A believer should humble and sacrifice himself for the sake of other believers. 

  
"For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall 

find it" (Matthew 16:25). 
"Let no man seek his own, but every man another's wealth [welfare]" (1 Cor. 10:24). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
True hospitality is an effort of love. An open heart will always show a visitor the way to an open door. A closed 

heart will slam shut the door of hospitality. 
  

Bob had invited his boss, Mr. Andrews, to his home for dinner with his family. Bob was a little bit 
nervous as was Shelly, his wife. As she prepared the meal, Shelly was talking to herself: "Why are we doing 
this? It's so hot in the kitchen. I wish Bob's boss weren't coming tonight." Jason, her youngest child, was 
taking all of this in.  

Bob was intent on showing off his family to his boss. As they gathered together around the table, Bob 
said to little Jason, "Jason, will you please say grace for us?" Jason was a little bit shy and blushed, 
saying, "But Dad, I don't know what to say." Shelly squeezed Jason's hand and said, "Honey just talk to 
God like I do." Jason swallowed and said, "LORD, I'm nervous…I'm hot…I wish Bob's boss wasn't coming 
tonight…amen." 



  
Open or shut: Which way will the door of your home swing? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Married couples who serve Christ together are a great blessing to the church. What are some ways that 
couples can make an impact on newcomers or unbelievers in your church or community? 

2.  If you are married, have you prayed about how God might use you and your spouse as a team to 
minister to people? Is your home as open as it should be for ministry? 

3.  What kind of impact can a home that practices hospitality have upon a community or church? 
  

3.  EPENETUS: A COURAGEOUS FIRST CONVERT (v. 5). 
  
Epenetus was probably a member of the household of Stephanas whose house is said to have been the first fruits of 

Achaia (1 Cor. 16:15). It took raw courage to be the first convert to Christ in the midst of a pagan society. Just imagine the 
changed life, the surrendering of himself to Jesus as LORD, and the giving of all he was and had to the LORD's cause. Just 
imagine the attitude and reactions of his neighbors, friends, and fellow workers: the possible questioning, 
misunderstanding, ridicule, mockery, withdrawal, isolation. Epenetus was unquestionably a man of remarkable courage. 

  
"Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in 

heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven" 
(Matthew 10:32-33). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Every group—whether family, tribe, society, or nation—has to have its first convert. Do you have the 
courage to introduce Christ to a new group?  

2.  What advice would you give a new convert who was intimidated by peer pressure? How can you use 
this passage of Scripture to encourage a new believer? 

  
4.  MARY: A LADY WHO LABORED MUCH (v. 6). 

  
Note that Mary was a member of the Roman church. Paul had never been to the Roman church; therefore, Mary had 

ministered to him and his fellow workers someplace else. In fact, she had ministered so much to his corps of workers that 
Paul commends her for this labor rather than for her ministry to the church. We have no idea what she did for Paul's team, 
but whatever it was, it was an effective ministry that required much diligent labor. 

  
"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 

LORD, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the LORD" (1 Cor. 15:58). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Does ministry always have to be something religious to be worthwhile? What are some ways you can 

labor for the Lord outside the church? 
2.  Is your ministry limited to work within the church? Have you asked God to show you other ways in 

which you can minister? 
  

5.  ANDRONICUS AND JUNIA: EARLY CONVERTS IMPRISONED WITH PAUL (v. 7). 
  
Andronicus and Junia were perhaps man and wife. The facts given about them are interesting, for they reveal that Paul 

had some relatives who were also believers. 
1.  They were "kinsmen," that is, relatives of Paul. 
2.  They were imprisoned with Paul at some point in his ministry. This indicates... 

•  that they were genuine believers willing to stand up for their faith 
•  that they were a part of Paul's mission team, at least for some time 

3.  They were known and highly esteemed by the apostles of Christ. 
4.  They were believers before Paul. This means they were among the very earliest believers, having been converted 

before Stephen's martyrdom (Acts 7:54-60). 
  



APPLICATION 1: 
Did these relatives of Paul have an impact upon Paul's conversion? Were they witnessing to him during his 

days of soul-searching and reaction against the early church? Was the fact that some of his family were becoming 
Christians arousing bitterness in Paul? Was this part of the reason for his flaming vengeance against Christianity? 
Whatever the case, we should always be witnessing to our family and relatives. 

  
"And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 

faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also" (2 Tim. 2:2). 
  

APPLICATION 2: 
We must be willing to stand up for Christ and to bear testimony for Him, even if it means imprisonment and 

death. 
  

"Consider what I say; and the LORD give thee understanding in all things. Remember that Jesus 
Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel" (2 Tim. 2:7-8). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Do you have family members who are not saved? Do they know you are a Christian? Have you 
witnessed to them?  

2.  Has your lifestyle made a positive impact on unsaved family members or do they even notice a 
difference? 

3.  What is one practical thing you can do to gain more confidence, more boldness when sharing your faith 
with family? 

  
6.  AMPLIAS: ONE BELOVED (v. 8). 

  
This believer simply has the testimony of being beloved. But note, he is "beloved" by a minister of the gospel; and he 

is greatly loved, for he is called "my beloved." The fact that God has his name recorded as "beloved" in the Holy Scripture 
indicates that he was a man of remarkable love, a man who greatly loved others and who was greatly loved by others. 

  
"A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love 

one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another" (John 13:34-
35). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Why should all believers desire to be called beloved by fellow believers? 
2.  What must you do or what qualities must you possess in order to have a testimony of being greatly 

loved?  
  

7.  URBANE: A FELLOW WORKER (v. 9) 
  
This believer was a helper, that is, a fellow worker in the ministry. Three things in particular are noteworthy. 
1.  He was a man who worked side by side with God's minister, Paul.  
2.  He was a man of unusual diligence. The very fact that he would be laboring with Paul and would be mentioned as a 

fellow worker by Paul indicates this. 
3.  He was a man of unusual faithfulness who was loyal to Christ wherever he traveled. Remember: he met Paul while 

on a trip away from Rome. He could have been a tradesman or a salesman; nevertheless, whatever his reason for traveling, 
he did not become entangled again with the world, joining the crowd in its worldliness. He was faithful in serving and 
witnessing for his LORD wherever he was. 

  
"Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the LORD, and touch not the unclean 

thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the 
LORD Almighty" (2 Cor. 6:17-18). 

  
QUESTIONS: 



1.  What are some logical benefits you can gain from working closely with a strong believer? Do you put 
yourself in positions where you can grow and learn from others in your Christian walk? 

2.  What can you do to become a more diligent worker for Christ? 
  

8.  STACHYS: ONE BELOVED (v. 9). 
  
This believer is also called "my beloved" by Paul. He was a believer who was characterized by the greatest of all traits 

and qualities: love. 
  

APPLICATION: 
Imagine the strength of a man whose character is said to be so strong that his dominant feature is love. 

  
"Charity [love] suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not 

puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no 
evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things" (1 Cor. 13:4-7). 

  
QUESTION: 

Do you know someone whose dominant feature is love? How has that person's life challenged your 
Christian faith? 

  
9.  APELLES: ONE TRIED AND PROVEN (v. 10). 

  
Apparently, Apelles had undergone some extreme suffering and had stood against it, proving his loyalty beyond 

question. Note: the trial and suffering had been so severe that it had made a lasting impression upon Paul and is mentioned 
in Scripture. 

  
APPLICATION: 
So far as we know, Apelles was a lay believer. The fact that he was tested so fiercely and proven shows that 

God will meet our need in the midst of suffering—if we will do but one thing: be faithful and loyal. We are to 
stand fast against suffering, trusting the presence of God's Spirit to carry us through the trial. 

  
"There hath no temptation [trial] taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, 

who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation [trial] also 
make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it" (1 Cor. 10:13). 

  
QUESTION: 
Suffering is not necessarily a private experience for the believer or anyone else. How you respond to your own 

suffering is a witness to others—either a good witness or a bad witness. Under what circumstances has your 
suffering been a positive witness to other people? 

  
10.  ARISTOBULUS' HOUSEHOLD: SLAVES SERVING A TRUE MASTER (v. 10). 

  
The believers being greeted in this statement were slaves who were now serving the true Master, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Aristobulus was the name of Herod the Great's grandson. This could possibly be a reference to his slaves. The two names 
surrounding Aristobulus' name would indicate this. Apelles is the Greek name that a Jewish slave would take when 
enslaved, and Herodion is a name that would be commonly used by a person of Herod's household. At any rate, the charge 
is to the slaves of some master, probably of royal rank. Since coming to know Christ, they were first and foremost 
enslaved by Christ, the true Royal Master. 

  
"With good will doing service, as to the LORD, and not to men: knowing that whatsoever good thing any 

man doeth, the same shall he receive of the LORD, whether he be bond or free" (Ephes. 6:7-8). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Who or what enslaved you before you became a slave of Christ?  
2.  Have your priorities changed since becoming a believer?  



3.  Would others know who your master is by your love and your life? 
  

11.  HERODION: A RELATIVE OF PAUL (v. 11). 
  
This man was another relative of Paul who was a believer (cp. Romans 16:7). There is no reason for translating 

kinsman as fellow-countryman instead of relative. Others who are mentioned were Jews, but they are not called kinsmen 
by Paul. What effect did this relative have upon Paul's conversion? Again the answer is unknown, but the fact that we 
should be witnessing to our relatives is driven home to our hearts and minds. 

  
"For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard" (Acts 4:20). 
"We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we 

also believe, and therefore speak" (2 Cor. 4:13). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Which one of your relatives has made the greatest impact upon your spiritual life? 
2.  If you are the first Christian in your family, are you doing all you can to reach the others for Christ? 

  
12.  NARCISSUS' HOUSEHOLD: ENSLAVED "IN THE LORD" (v. 11). 

  
Note: not all of the household were believers. Paul greets only those who were believers. The phrase "in the LORD" is 

in contrast to the phrase "in the world" (cp. 1 John 2:15-16). It is probably a deliberate wording to contrast the difference 
between the laboring slaves and their wealthy master. Narcissus was probably the wealthy secretary to the Emperor 
Claudius. He determined the appointments of the Emperor and amassed a great fortune from kickbacks.  

The fact to note is this: these believers were so enslaved by Christ that they stood up for Him even in the midst of a 
divided household. Nothing can pose any more of a temptation and threat to one's faith than one's own household when it 
is filled with unbelievers. The indication is that these believers within this household were faithful to Christ, so loyal that 
their commitment to Christ merited being recorded in Scripture. 

  
"Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 

cross, and follow me" (Matthew 16:24). 
  

QUESTION: 
Within your family (or workplace or school), are you strong enough in your faith to take a stand for the LORD? 

How can you grow stronger and stronger day by day? 
  

13.  TRYPHENA AND TRYPHOSA: TWO LADIES WHO LABORED MUCH (v. 12). 
  
The name Tryphena means dainty and the name Tryphosa means delicate. The word "labor" means to work to the 

point of exhaustion, toiling to the point of collapse. The point is that the two dainty and delicate ladies were working like 
horses for the LORD and His church (cp. Romans 15:6, 12b). 

  
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is 

in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). 
"And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works" (Hebrews 10:24). 

  
QUESTIONS: 
We are all gifted in different ways, but we are all responsible to use our gifts—whether singing, teaching, 

visiting, keeping the nursery, or otherwise—for the LORD. Do you diligently and consistently labor for the LORD 
with a heart of love? 

  
14.  PERSIS: A BELOVED BELIEVER WHO WORKED HARD (v. 12). 

  
Note that two traits are recorded in God's Hall of Fame about Persis:  

⇒ He was beloved: a man of such love and ministry that the believers looked upon him as the "beloved 
Persis." 

⇒ He labored ever so diligently for his LORD: witnessing, ministering, and helping in every way he could. 



  
"In all things showing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine showing uncorruptness, 

gravity, sincerity, sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may 
be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you" (Titus 2:7-8). 

  
QUESTION: 
What is the connection between working hard for the LORD and being greatly loved? Can one of these become 

a reality without the other? Why or why not? 
  

15.  RUFUS: A SAINTLY MAN (v. 13). 
  
Note the word chosen. Paul does not say that Rufus was chosen by the LORD, but in the LORD. The emphasis is not 

election, but tenderness, preciousness, warmth—an intimate relationship. Rufus was a man who lived ever so close to 
Christ. He had a deep, personal relationship and communion with Christ. He was known as a saintly man—a man who 
was totally set apart unto the LORD. Note that Rufus was probably the son of Simon the Cyrenian who carried the cross 
for Jesus. Our imaginations can easily picture the family of Simon along side the road watching their husband and father 
carry the cross for Jesus up the hill of Calvary. The impact of the crucifixion would forever change their lives and lead to 
their conversion. 

  
"But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the LORD, are changed into the same 

image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the LORD" (2 Cor. 3:18). 
  

QUESTION: 
Do you know someone who has a very close, intimate walk with the LORD? What does this person do that you 

need to embrace in your own relationship with God? 
  

16.  RUFUS' MOTHER: A MOTHER TO GOD'S SERVANTS (v. 13). 
  
Note: Paul calls her his mother, not literally, but in the LORD. On several occasions, perhaps many occasions, she had 

cared for Paul just as a mother cares for her son. When Paul needed a mother's comfort and care, presence and love, 
sharing and advice—he went to the mother of Rufus if she was close by. 

  
APPLICATION: 
How many mothers live so close to the LORD that another believer would go to them for a mother's comfort and 

love and advice? 
  

"For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and 
sister, and mother" (Matthew 12:50). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  If you have a spiritual mother, how did that relationship develop? What qualities made her a person you 
could turn to for comfort and love and advice? 

2.  Are you a spiritual mother (or father) to someone else? Are you striving to attain those qualities that 
would put you in that position? 

  
17.  THE UNKNOWN SERVANTS: UNKNOWN BUT FAITHFUL IN THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE 

CHURCH (v. 14-16). 
  

⇒ Note the words: "and the brethren which are with them" (Romans 16:16). 
⇒ Note also the words: "and all the saints which are with them" (Romans 16:17). 

  
Apparently two different groups or congregations are being greeted. The stress is upon the unity and faithfulness and 

fellowship of the believers. Not all believers are leaders, nor would all believers be counted worthy of a Hall of Fame 
while on this earth. But in heaven the situation will be different. God will look upon the heart, and every person will be 
written in the Book of Life, God's eternal Hall of Fame. Only two conditions exist for a person to be written therein: 

⇒ Receiving Jesus Christ as Savior and LORD. 



  
"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them 

that believe on his name" (John 1:12). 
"Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 

come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me" (Rev. 3:20). 
  

⇒ Being faithful to the LORD and to the fellowship of His people (His true church). 
  

"Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching" (Hebrews 10:25). 

"And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed 
away....And there shall in no wise enter into any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life" (Rev. 21:1, 27). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
No matter how difficult life is here on earth, no matter where God calls us to serve, we must be faithful. 

  
After the tragic bombing of a marine base in Beirut in October 1983, the steadfastness of one young 

soldier moved and heartened the American people back home. He had been critically wounded in the 
explosion of the revamped hotel where he and his fellow marines had been staying. Many of his buddies 
had been killed. He was covered with bandages and a jungle of tubes was attached to his body. He could 
not speak. Yet when he was visited by General Paul X. Kelly, Commandant of the Marine Corps, he 
indicated he wanted to write something. Painfully he wrote the words "semper fi," a shortened form of the 
U.S. Marine Corps motto, Semper Fidelis. It means, "Always faithful."   

  
Always faithful—that is what the LORD is to us. Are you always faithful to Him?  

  
QUESTION: 
The church is filled with people who do not stand out, but who love the LORD and are faithful to Him. Are you 

counted among the faithful? In what area can you be even more faithful this week? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
This Hall of Fame is made up of a cast of various personalities. In the world's eyes, none of these inductees would be 

noteworthy. But in God's perspective, these are the kinds of people who rise to the occasion by displaying a life of faith. A 
careful study of these inductees will give every believer a passion to join them in God's Great Hall of Fame. They were... 

  
1.  Phebe: a Christian sister who deserved to be welcomed and befriended. 
2.  Priscilla and Aquila: a hospitable couple who opened their hearts and their home—even at the risk of death. 
3.  Epenetus: a courageous first convert. 
4.  Mary: a lady who labored much. 
5.  Andronicus and Junia: early converts imprisoned with Paul. 
6.  Amplias: one beloved. 
7.  Urbane: a fellow worker. 
8.  Stachys: one beloved. 
9.  Apelles: one tried and proven.  
10.  Aristobulus' household: slaves serving a true Master.  
11.  Herodion: a relative of Paul.  
12.  Narcissus' household: enslaved "in the LORD."  
13.  Tryphena and Tryphosa: two ladies who labored much. 
14.  Persis: a beloved believer who worked hard. 
15.  Rufus: a saintly man. 
16.  Rufus' mother: a mother to God's servants. 
17.  The unknown servants: unknown but faithful in the fellowship of the church. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 



(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  

Study 4: THE MESSENGER'S FINAL WARNING: MARK DIVISIVE PEOPLE 
Text: Romans 16:17-20 
Aim: To be alert to the entrapments and deceit of divisive people. 

Memory Verse: 
"Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the 

doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them" (Romans 16:17). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
In a perfect world, there would be perfect churches, made up of people who were of the same mind. Each member 

would be working with others in harmony for the purpose of honoring Christ and making His name known in the 
community. However, this is not the reality of the modern church. Infiltrated among many of our churches today are 
people who are divisive, putting their own wishes and desires ahead of the good of the church. What are we to do with 
these troublemakers? 

  
Three churches—Baptist, Methodist, and Presbyterian—worked together to sponsor a community-wide revival. 

After the revival had concluded, the three pastors were discussing the results with one another. The Methodist 
minister said, "The revival worked great for us. We gained four families as new members of our congregation." 
The Baptist preacher said, "We did even better than that. We gained six new families as members...." The 
Presbyterian pastor said, "Well, we did even better than that! We got rid of ten of our biggest troublemakers!"   

  
Divisiveness and evil are always a threat to the local church. The reason can be simply stated: people have problems, 

even believers. The fact that we live in a corrupt and depraved world means that people become disgruntled, disappointed, 
unhappy, selfish, sinful, and in some cases evil. Even the strongest believers become contaminated with corruption by 
having to live in the very air of a sinful world. It is because of this that Paul warns the church and its believers: mark 
divisive people, for they are a constant threat to the church. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Mark divisive people and avoid them (v.17-18). 
2.  Mark what is good and untainted with evil (v.19-20). 

  
1.  MARK DIVISIVE PEOPLE AND AVOID THEM (v. 17-18). 

  
Note: this warning abruptly cuts into Paul's greeting to the Roman church. Paul is greeting various believers in the 

church whom he has met on his travels throughout the world. All of a sudden, he interrupts his greeting and issues a 
severe warning. The abrupt interruption is not an afterthought; it is the final exhortation needed by a strong church—an 
exhortation against an event that is bound to happen: the seeping in of divisive people. A divisive person is a person 
who... 

• 
 grumbles 

• 
 complains 

• 
 criticizes 

• 
 murmurs 

•  gossips 

•  is argumentative 
•  causes strife 
•  acts out of pride, 

ambition, or selfishness 
•  is unloving 
•  teaches a different 

doctrine 



  
The most effective way for Satan to get a foothold into a strong church is to quietly and insidiously move a divisive 

person into some teaching or leadership position where he can influence immature believers. Paul knew this, so he left the 
warning until the end of his letter. It is a warning that must be heeded by a strong church if the church is to keep its 
witness for the LORD. 

There are three reasons why a divisive person must be marked and avoided. 
1.  A divisive person causes division and lays stumbling blocks in the way of growth. Note exactly what is said: a 

divisive person acts "contrary to the doctrine which [believers] have learned." He causes "divisions and offenses." 
⇒ The word "division" means standing apart, being separate, causing cleavage. 
⇒ The word "offenses" means laying a stumbling block in someone's way or causing someone to fall. 

  
a. The divisive person acts "contrary to the doctrine which [believers] have learned." The doctrine of God 

and of Christ is simply stated: 
  

"And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and 
love one another, as he gave us commandment" (1 John 3:23). 

  
Genuine believers have trusted God's Son. They have accepted Christ as their LORD, giving all they are and 

have to Him; and they do love one another, having committed their lives to carry the doctrine of Christ to the 
world. 

However, this is not true with a divisive person. He acts contrary to the teaching of God and of Christ. He 
opposes... 

•  the LORDship of Christ 
•  the doctrine of Christ 
•  the love of believers 
•  the mission of reaching the world with the gospel: the glorious news of life in Christ, life that is 

both abundant and eternal 
  

b. Avoid a divisive person because of the terrible devastation he or she can be to the strength of a church. 
The word "avoid" means to shun, to turn away from, to keep away from, to remove oneself from. Get away 
from and have absolutely nothing to do with the divisive person. 

c. "Mark" the divisive person. The word "mark" means to keep one's eye on, to look at, to observe, to focus 
upon, to contemplate, to scrutinize. Note: it is the divisive person himself who is to be avoided and turned away 
from, not just his sin. We are not to have anything to do with a divisive person... 

•  for we give the appearance of approving what he is doing 
•  for we run the risk of being influenced and stumbling over what he says and does 

  
"Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but 

woe to that man by whom the offence cometh!" (Matthew 18:7). 
  
2.  A divisive person does not serve Christ, but his own desires, his own belly. The word "belly" means the stomach 

and its physical appetites. A divisive person is gripped by... 
•  selfish 

desires 
•  base 

ambition 
•  personal 

urges 

•  physical appetites 
•  wanting his own 

way 
•  getting what he 

wants 

  
Note: Scripture clearly says that divisive persons do not serve Christ. They call themselves Christians, but their LORD 

is not Christ. They are not committed to His honor and glory and mission but to themselves—to getting and doing what 
they want. The divisive person is still given over to the things of this carnal, sensual, and secular world. 

  
"For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the 

enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their 
shame, who mind earthly things" (Phil. 3:18-19). 



  
3.  A divisive person uses talk and flattering words to deceive. He uses smooth, persuasive, and convincing words to 

lead people to take sides with him. He may even talk and act in a godly manner, showing interest and concern for those 
whom he wants to convince. But note what Scripture says: the motive of the divisive person is to deceive. He wants 
others... 

•  to think as he thinks 
•  to believe as he believes 
•  to walk as he walks 
•  to live as he lives 
•  to follow as he follows 
•  to talk as he talks 

  
The result of his divisiveness is tragic: he deceives the simple, that is, the unsuspecting, the innocent, the immature, the 

carnal, the new-born believers. 
  

"For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision 
[religionists]: whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought 
not, for filthy lucre's sake" (Titus 1:10-11). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
When we allow divisive elements to flourish in the church, bad habits become the rule instead of the exception. 

  
A pastor came home one day to find his daughter arguing with her friends in the bedroom. From the 

front hallway he could hear them yelling and calling each other names, so he quickly made his way up the 
stairs.  

"What's going on in here?" he asked as he entered the room.  
His five-year-old looked up at him and smiled. "It's okay, Daddy. We're just playing church!"   

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Left unchecked, what kind of harm can a divisive person bring to a church? Is there a sure way to 
recognize such a person? 

2.  How can you keep a divisive person from getting a foothold in your church? 
  

2.  MARK WHAT IS GOOD AND UNTAINTED WITH EVIL (v. 19-20). 
  
A strong church such as the Roman church must constantly be marking and focusing upon what is good and untainted 

with evil. If a strong church fails to know and to do good, it will be penetrated by evil (divisiveness) and it will become a 
weak church. Therefore, a strong church must always, with the utmost diligence, be looking for what is good and 
untainted with evil. Three reasons are given for this charge. 

1.  A strong church is obedient to the Lord Jesus Christ, doing exactly as He commands. This is the very reason for its 
strength. The believers have been... 

a. Living soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world. 
  

"Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Titus 2:12-13). 

  
b. Ministering to the needs of people even as He ministered. 

  
"Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a 

ransom for many" (Matthew 20:28). 
  

c. Witnessing to all, far and wide, fulfilling Christ's mission. 
  

"And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature" 
(Mark 16:15). 



  
The result of such a dynamic obedience is a strong testimony that is spread among all men. People know where to go 

when they need help: they know where the obedient believers are who are truly following the LORD. 
2.  A strong church must be wise to know what is good. Believers must be wise... 

•  to search for what is good and untainted with evil 
•  to know what is good and untainted with evil 

  
On the other hand, believers are to be simple concerning what is evil. The word "simple" means unmixed, 

unadulterated, pure, innocent, without any mixture of evil. The idea is that the believers of a strong church must 
constantly mark, focus, and concentrate upon what is good in order to keep the bad out of its fellowship. The way to keep 
evil out of a church is to focus upon the good. The way to demonstrate spiritual wisdom is to concentrate upon the good; 
then evil will be recognized for what it is, and it will be rejected. 

The point is this: a strong church must not only avoid evil (Romans 16:17), it must not allow evil to penetrate its 
fellowship. It must not allow a divisive person to stir up the "simple" (unsuspecting and innocent) believers of the church. 

3.  A strong church will soon be given victory over Satan. The meaning of "soon" does not mean shortly, but quickly or 
swiftly. The idea is not that God is coming soon to destroy Satan, but when God acts to deliver His people from evil and 
divisiveness, Satan will be quickly defeated. His work against God's consecrated people (a strong church) will last only 
for a moment. The "God of Peace" will restore peace swiftly and quickly to the fellowship of a strong people. But note: 
the defeat of Satan and divisive persons is conditional. A strong church must do what has been said: mark and focus upon 
what is good and untainted with evil. God will bless a church that is obedient, concentrating upon Christ and His mission. 

Note another fact: God is going to bruise Satan under the believers' feet. It is the feet of the believers that God uses to 
bruise Satan. When genuine believers of a strong church do what God says, then God will act to deliver His people from 
evil and divisiveness. 

  
"Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: 

and nothing shall by any means hurt you" (Luke 10:19). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
A strong church is mobilized, organized for God's great purpose and glory. The church should be setting the 

standard for unity. Bruce Shelley makes a valid observation. 
  

In one of my favorite Peanuts cartoons, Lucy demands that Linus change TV channels and then 
threatens him with her fist if he doesn't.  

"What makes you think you can walk right in here and take over?" asks Linus.  
"These five fingers," says Lucy. "Individually they're nothing but when I curl them together like this into 

a single unit, they form a weapon that is terrible to behold." 
"Which channel do you want?" asks Linus.  
Turning away, he looks at his fingers and says, "Why can't you guys get organized like that?"   

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How can you personally become more sensitive to what is good and untainted with evil? 
2.  In what ways can God use you to bruise Satan in your community? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
Divisiveness and evil are always a threat to the local church. Does this mean that we are to give up and refuse to be 

diligent against divisiveness and evil? Absolutely not! It is our task, our great responsibility, to stay alert and sober as we 
push against the tide of worldliness. God's Word is very clear on how we are to do this as a church: 

  
1.  Mark divisive people and avoid them. 
2.  Mark what is good and untainted with evil. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 



  
2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 

  
3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 

  
4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  

  
Study 5: THE MESSENGER'S COMPANIONS 
Text: Romans 16:21-24 
Aim: To make a genuine effort to surround yourself with godly people. 

Memory Verse: 
"And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 

men, who shall be able to teach others also" (2 Tim. 2:2). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
Think for a moment: Using weather terms, how would you describe your most intimate circle of friends? 

⇒ Are they "fair-weather friends"—when times get tough, you cannot count on them to be there for you? 
⇒ Are they "stormy"—often moody, not certain what they are thinking or what they are going to do at any 

time? 
⇒ Are they "windy"—blowing in and out of your life on a regular basis? 
⇒ Are they "sunny"—warming you with their companionship and commitment? 

  
With what kind of people do you surround yourself? This is a question that must be seriously considered if you are to 

become a strong believer. It is important for every minister and believer to have close associates who know and are 
faithful to the LORD. Through their strength and faithfulness, you become stronger and stronger. This passage gives a 
glimpse into the lives of a few of Paul's associates. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Timothy: a right-hand man, a fellow worker (v.21). 
2.  Lucius, Jason, Sosipater: relatives who were believers (v.21). 
3.  Tertius: a humble helper (v.22). 
4.  Gaius: a man of hospitality (v.23). 
5.  Erastus: a civil servant, the city treasurer (v.23). 
6.  Quartus: a Christian brother (v.23). 

  
1.  TIMOTHY: A RIGHT-HAND MAN, A FELLOW WORKER (v. 21). 

  
There is a great deal of information on Timothy throughout the New Testament. There are even two letters included in 

the New Testament which bear his name. The letters were written to Timothy by Paul himself (see 1 and 2 Timothy). Note 
two facts mentioned about Timothy, facts that should speak to our hearts. 

1.  His name, Timothy, means one who honors God. Both his mother and grandmother were faithful believers who 
reared Timothy in the Scriptures (2 Tim. 1:5; 2 Tim. 3:15). Apparently when Timothy was born, his mother had dedicated 
him to the LORD after the pattern of the Old Testament believers. She gave him his name knowing perfectly well what it 
meant. Her hope and prayer was that Christ would take her child and use him to bring honor to God's name. 

  
APPLICATION: 
What a dynamic example for parents! We should all commit our children to Christ, rearing them in the 

Scriptures and constantly praying for Christ to use them to bring honor to God's name. 
  

"And thou shalt teach them [God's Word] diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up" (Deut. 6:7). 

"Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it" 
(Proverbs 22:6). 

  



2.  Timothy is called Paul's "fellow worker." Paul places Timothy on an equal par with himself. Paul sees Timothy's 
call and ministry as being as important as his own. This says several significant things. 

a. Timothy's mind—his thoughts, imaginations, concepts, ideas, purposes, plans, concerns—was consumed 
with the very same things as Paul's mind: Christ and His mission and reaching and caring for people. 

  
"Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 

God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ" (2 Cor. 10:5). 
  

b. Timothy was faithful in ministering right along with other ministers of the gospel, doing exactly what 
God had called him to do. Note that he was second to Paul, that is, Paul's assistant. However, this did not bother 
Timothy, for Timothy knew something: it was God, not man, who had called him to be second and to serve as 
the assistant. Therefore, he was faithful, always serving his LORD and helping the chief minister. 

  
"For this cause have I sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved son, and faithful in the LORD, 

who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every where in 
every church" (1 Cor. 4:17). 

"Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at 
Philippi, with the bishops and deacons" (Phil. 1:1). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Timothy's name literally means "one who honors God." If your name gained meaning from what you 
did for God, what would it mean: 

_____One who seeks his own will? 
_____One who seeks the honor of men? 
_____One who seeks to honor God? 

If you are not pleased with your answer, how can you go about changing things? 
2.  What do you think made Timothy such an excellent assistant to Paul? What can you learn from his 

example? 
  

2.  LUCIUS, JASON, SOSIPATER: RELATIVES WHO WERE BELIEVERS (v. 21). 
  
These men were apparently relatives of Paul. It should be noted, however, that the word "kinsmen" is thought by some 

to mean fellow countrymen. This is unlikely, for Paul often mentions others who are fellow Jews and he does not refer to 
them as kinsmen. Apparently, Paul had a family tree like most of us have, with branches running out with aunts and 
uncles and their children who are our cousins. Just who these men were we cannot be sure, but note what is said in this 
passage. 

1.  They were relatives of Paul who had trusted Christ as their Savior and surrendered to His LORDship. Who was 
converted first, Paul or his three relatives? We do not know, but this much is known. Genuine believers pray, and they 
pray diligently for relatives, believing it is their responsibility to reach their own families first. For this reason, Paul's 
family saw quite a few of its members give their lives to Christ (cp. Romans 16:7). 

  
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is 

in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). 
  
2.  They were serving the LORD with Paul. Any person serving with Paul was bound to be sincerely committed to 

Christ, for if any man has ever been totally committed to Christ, it was Paul. Without question, these three men had given 
all they were and had to the LORD. They were bound to be gripped with the needs of masses suffering under the weight of 
starvation, disease, poverty, sin, and death. Undoubtedly they sensed the urgent need to get the gospel of salvation to 
them. The very fact that they were serving with Paul tells us that this was the heartbeat of their lives. 

  
"And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross 

daily, and follow me" (Luke 9:23). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What plan do you have for sharing the gospel with unsaved relatives? If none, when do you plan to start 

and how? 



2.  Which member of your family has been most receptive to your witness and why? In what way can you 
help others to be bold in their witness? 

  
3.  TERTIUS: A HUMBLE HELPER (v. 22). 

  
Note two significant facts about Tertius. 
1.  He helped Paul in a most significant but humble way. Apparently he was not a preacher, but he served as the 

personal secretary to Paul, writing this letter to the Romans for Paul. 
  

APPLICATION: 
The need for dedicated people who are gifted in handling details is desperately needed in the service of Christ! 

Very little if anything can be done effectively without what may be called the Service Ministries. May God stir and 
arouse men and women to give their lives as Tertius did: to reach out in the service ministries of the LORD. 

  
2.  He personally knew the LORD and was bold in proclaiming his testimony. Glance at the verse again: "I Tertius, who 

wrote this epistle, salute you in the LORD" (Romans 16:22) Paul does not send the greeting for Tertius; Tertius takes it 
upon himself to send his own greeting. He is a fellow believer with the Roman Christians, and he wants to greet them in 
the name of Christ, proclaiming his own faith and his own ministry in the LORD. Men of the world may consider him and 
his work as secretary of little importance. But he does not: his faith and ministry are the most important things in the 
world to him. Therefore, he proclaims that he too is "in the LORD" and that he is the secretary who wrote the letter for 
Paul. 

  
APPLICATION 1: 
Just imagine how few letters, books, articles, and papers would be written for Christ without the dear saintly 

servants who labor so diligently as the secretaries for God's ministers. Think about all the service ministries and 
how much would never get done without the commitment of God's detail servants. 

  
"But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as the younger; and he that is 

chief, as he that doth serve" (Luke 22:26). 
  

APPLICATION 2: 
Something we must always remember and proclaim is this: no work and no service done for God is small. Men 

may rank work and labor, but God does not. God ranks and judges only faithfulness. 
  

"He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least 
is unjust also in much" (Luke 16:10). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  There is no such thing as an insignificant work for God. What are some tasks that look small or are 
behind the scenes that assist in spreading the gospel? 

2.  Are you open to God's leading as a humble helper? Have you prayed about what God may have you do? 
  

4.  GAIUS: A MAN OF HOSPITALITY (v. 23). 
  
This believer was a man of unusual hospitality. Apparently Gaius was a wealthy man who had a home large enough to 

entertain the whole church and to house God's servants over a long period of time. The point to note is this: he was 
faithful in using his money, wealth, and estate for the LORD. 

  
"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 

break through and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal" (Matthew 6:19-20). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
The act of hospitality is one of the most tangible, visible ways we can help those in need. 

  



Mother Teresa was an icon of servanthood [a woman given to great acts of hospitality].On one 
occasion she was brought face to face with a man who had a rare and horrendous case of terminal cancer. 
One of the workers had vomited from the stench and could no longer continue. Mother Teresa then stepped 
in and kindly took over. The patient was mystified. "How can you stand the smell?" asked the patient. 
Mother Teresa replied, "It's nothing compared to the pain you must feel." Servanthood begins when we 
move beyond our own comfort to relief [relieve] the discomfort of another.  

  
Is your hospitality limited to what is comfortable—or does it extend to whatever is needed? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  God is the ultimate owner of all that you possess. Are you using what He has given you to help those in 
need or to further the cause of Christ? 

2.  What is the most important job a steward or manager has to do? Are you faithful in taking care of what 
God has entrusted to you? 

3.  What is the key thing that helps you develop hospitality in your life? 
  

5.  ERASTUS: A CIVIL SERVANT, THE CITY TREASURER (v. 23). 
  
This believer was a civil servant, the treasurer of the great city of Corinth. This tells us that he was... 

•  a man highly respected both among believers and the world. 
•  a man of extreme dependability who could be greatly trusted to look after his responsibility. 
•  a man of courage who stood up for his convictions and did not let political office nor friends and 

associates in high places keep him from confessing Christ. 
  
It is interesting to note that Erastus was apparently called to preach the gospel, and eventually he resigned or was 

removed from political office. He is seen on a mission tour with Timothy (Acts 19:22) and is mentioned as still being 
faithful in the latter months of Paul's life (2 Tim. 4:20). 

  
"Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in 

heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven" 
(Matthew 10:32-33). 

"Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess 
before the angels of God" (Luke 12:8). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
The earth is the LORD's. By His own sovereign choice, He has placed His people in key positions all over the 

world. God places us where He chooses in order that we might serve Him and others. 
  

Late one night a salesman drove into a strange city and tried to get a room in a hotel. The clerk 
informed him that there was no vacancy. Disappointed, he started to leave the lobby when a dignified 
gentleman offered to share his room with him. Gratefully the traveler accepted his kindness. Just before 
retiring, the man who had shown such hospitality, knelt and prayed aloud. In his petition he referred to the 
stranger by name and asked God to bless him. Upon awakening the next morning, he told his guest it was 
his habit to read the Bible and commune with God at the beginning of each day, and he asked if he would 
like to join him. The Holy Spirit had been speaking to the heart of this salesman, and when his host tactfully 
confronted him with the claims of Christ, he gladly received the Savior. As the two were ready to part, they 
exchanged business cards. The new believer was amazed to read, "William Jennings Bryan, Secretary of 
State." This high government official was an ambassador of Heaven who had not failed to represent his 
King, the LORD Jesus.  

  
No matter what position we hold in life, our primary duty is to be available—and faithful—to God. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Godly people are needed at every level of society, especially in the realm of government. What 
advantages does a community have where godly believers serve in political office? 



2.  How involved are you in politics? Do you take part in elections and other opportunities offered to 
citizens? If you ignore these, do you have a right to complain? Why or why not? 

3.  Do you regularly pray for the leaders who govern you? Make a list of government officials who need 
your prayers. How can your prayer make a difference? 

  
6.  QUARTUS: A CHRISTIAN BROTHER (v. 23). 

  
This believer is very simply called "a brother." This is significant, for it means... 

•  that he had made a genuine commitment to Christ and that he was serving mankind as a servant of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

•  that he had a brotherly heart and love, helping and standing with other believers as a brother in the LORD. 
  

"This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you" (John 15:12). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  When a person receives Christ, he or she automatically becomes a part of a much larger family. What 

can you do to be a contributing member of your family?  
2.  What practical things can you do to better know the other brothers and sisters in Christ? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
It is important for every minister and believer to have close associates who know and are faithful to the LORD. There is 

no greater resource available than to surround yourself with Spirit-filled believers. Just imagine the benefit of having 
godly wisdom, counsel, encouragement, and character being poured into your life on a regular basis. The strength of 
associates greatly affects the witness of the minister and believer. This passage gives a glimpse into the lives of a few of 
Paul's associates. 

  
1.  Timothy: a right-hand man, a fellow worker. 
2.  Lucius, Jason, Sosipater: relatives who were believers. 
3.  Tertius: a humble helper. 
4.  Gaius: a man of hospitality. 
5.  Erastus: a civil servant, the city treasurer. 
6.  Quartus: a Christian brother. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  

Study 6: THE MESSENGER'S BENEDICTION: GOD IS ABLE TO ESTABLISH YOU 
Text: Romans 16:25-27 
Aim: To fix your hope upon this great truth: God is able to establish you. 

Memory Verse: 
"Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus 

Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began" 
(Romans 16:25). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 



How would you best describe your life at the moment: sinking sand, solid ground, or somewhere in between? Many of 
us slip and slide in life, rarely coming to a balanced walk with Christ. Why is this so? Why do so many believers settle for 
a life of instability? 

God is never lacking in the resources we need. No matter our circumstances, God is able to take care of our every 
need. This great truth is often misplaced when we take our eyes off the Provider and place them on ourselves. Instead of 
turning to God to keep us straight, we veer off the path, lose our bearings, and go lacking. 

  
The Amazon River is the largest river in the world. The mouth is 90 miles across. There is enough water 

to exceed the combined flow of the Yangtze, Mississippi, and Nile Rivers. So much water comes from the 
Amazon that they can detect its currents 200 miles out in the Atlantic Ocean. One irony of ancient 
navigation is that sailors in ancient times died for lack of water...caught in windless waters of the South 
Atlantic. They were adrift, helpless, dying of thirst. Sometimes other ships from South America who knew 
the area would come alongside and call out, "What is your problem?" And they would exclaim, "Can you 
spare us some water? Our sailors are dying of thirst!" And from the other ship would come the cry, "Just 
lower your buckets. You are in the mouth of the mighty Amazon River...."  

  
The clear teaching of this Scripture is that God is able to establish the believer. The word "establish" means to 

strengthen, secure, make stable, set fast, and make firm. The one thing men long for is to be secure, strong, and 
established firmly in life. God is able to fulfill this longing. God is able to establish and strengthen man and to give him a 
strong life.  

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Established by the gospel (v.25). 
2.  Established by the preaching of Christ (v.25). 
3.  Established by God's revelation of the mystery (v.25-26). 
4.  The benediction (v.27). 

  
1.  ESTABLISHED BY THE GOSPEL (v. 25). 

  
Note a significant point. Paul calls the gospel, "my gospel." He does not mean that he possesses the gospel, nor that he 

is the author and creator of it. He does not mean that he has formulated a man-made gospel that men are to follow. He 
simply means that he is a preacher of God's gospel, and God uses the gospel which he and other preachers proclaim to 
strengthen believers. God is the Sovereign Majesty of the universe who possesses the message of the glorious gospel. God 
is the Author and Creator of the message, not Paul nor any other preacher. But note: Paul and other preachers are 
ambassadors; they are the representatives of God who carry forth the gospel of God. The preacher of the gospel stands 
before the world with God's message. He has the right and the authority to proclaim the gospel, and the gospel proclaimed 
comes forth from his voice. In this sense, it is his message—his gospel—that God uses to establish and strengthen 
believers. 

  
"Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's 

stead, be ye reconciled to God" (2 Cor. 5:20). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Have you shared the gospel with others enough to call it your gospel? Are you confident in standing 

before an unbeliever and verbalizing its message? What will it take to make you more confident, more bold in 
telling others the good news? 

2.  What is the best way for you to personalize the gospel, to make it your own? 
  

2.  ESTABLISHED BY THE PREACHING OF CHRIST (v. 25). 
  
The preaching of Jesus Christ can mean either the message preached by Jesus Christ Himself or the message about 

Jesus Christ which is preached by others. Both meanings make sense, and both are certainly true, for the message of 
salvation preached by Christ and by His followers is the same. 

  
"How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the LORD, 

and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him" (Hebrews 2:3). 



  
APPLICATION: 
Christ and Christ alone should be the focal point of our preaching. Instead of trying to be a great preacher, we 

should attempt to preach a Great Savior. 
  

"For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the 
cross of Christ should be made of none effect. For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God" (1 Cor. 1:17-18). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
It is important that we do not divert from the main message, preaching Jesus Christ in a way that is crystal 

clear. Ray Comfort tells this story: 
  

A pastor, while speaking to his congregation, noticed that a young girl on the front row sat wide-eyed, 
and seemed to be hanging on to every word he said. This greatly encouraged him. If he could hold the 
attention of a small child, how much more would the adults be absorbing what he had to say!  

After the service, he approached the girl and said, "Young lady, I noticed you were listening carefully to 
every word I said." She looked at him and said, "Do you realize you used the word 'the' 242 times?" 

Sometimes people hear what we have to say, but they miss the message we are trying to get across.  
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Do you make prayer a vital part of your witnessing, your teaching, your preaching? How does prayer 

pave the way for the LORD to work? 
2.  When you speak to others about Christ, do you speak with authority, boldness, knowledge, discernment? 

How can you gain confidence in each of these areas? 
  

3.  ESTABLISHED BY GOD'S REVELATION OF THE MYSTERY (v. 25-26). 
  
Note three points. 
1.  The mystery of the gospel had been a secret since the world began. The word "mystery" does not mean something 

obscure and difficult to understand nor something that has to be searched out and solved by men. It simply means... 
•  some truth that was not previously known 
•  some truth that could not be discovered by human reason 
•  some truth that had to be revealed by God if it was ever to be known 

  
The gospel could never have been known by man. It is not a creation of man's mind, of his rationalizations, concepts, 

thoughts, and ideas as to how man is to become reconciled to God. Man could never and can never figure out how to 
become acceptable to God. No man in this physical world could ever penetrate the spiritual world, no matter what some 
have claimed. Jesus said so: 

  
"And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man 

which is in heaven" (John 3:13). 
  
The spiritual world and the message of the spiritual world have always been a mystery, and they would have remained 

a mystery if God had not acted and revealed the spiritual world and dimension to man. 
2.  The mystery of the gospel is now revealed by the commandment of God in the prophetic Scriptures. God wants the 

world to know the gospel; therefore, He has commanded that it be revealed and proclaimed to the world. But note the 
crucial point: it is revealed by the prophetic Scriptures. This is extremely important, for it tells us exactly where we are to 
find out about God and His message to the world. We do not discover God by natural reasoning: God reveals Himself to 
us. 

  
APPLICATION: 
There are two questions that desperately need to be studied by everyone. 

1) Since God has revealed how men are to become acceptable to Him, why do men continue to create their 
own ideas about how to reach God? Why do men continue to think they will be acceptable to God if they can 



just do enough good to pacify God? Why do most men continue to think that God will never reject them, that 
they are not evil enough to be unacceptable to God? 

2) Since God has revealed the gospel in the prophetic Scriptures, why do men not rush to the Scriptures to 
find the truth? Why do men not search the Scriptures daily to find out what God has revealed? 

  
"([The gospel of God] which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,) 

concerning his Son Jesus Christ our LORD, which was made of the seed of David according to the 
flesh; and declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead" (Romans 1:2-4). 

  
3.  The mystery of the gospel is revealed for a purpose: to lead all nations to be obedient to the faith. Very simply, God 

wants from us what any person wants from others: love and trust. We all want others... 
•  to love us and to care about us 
•  to trust us and have confidence in us 

  
"Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus 

answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent" 
(John 6:28-29). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  As a believer, you know where the mystery of the gospel is revealed. Have you taken the time to search 
out the Scriptures for yourself? If not, what are you waiting for? 

2.  Since you have the key to unlock the mystery for unbelievers, what is your responsibility to them? To 
God? To yourself? 

  
4.  THE BENEDICTION (v. 27). 

  
The benediction is a glorious declaration of praise.  
  

⇒ God is the God of the gospel; therefore, He is the only wise God. As the only wise God and as the 
Author of the gospel, He is due praise forever. 

⇒ But note the simple and clear fact that is proclaimed again and again by Romans: God can be 
approached and praised only through Jesus Christ. 

  
"Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves, and know that this 

is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world" (John 4:42). 
"Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but 

by me" (John 14:6). 
"Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among 

men, whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
God has called each one of us to a life of praise, a life that is given completely over to Him. 

  
An elderly gentleman at a midweek meeting offered this prayer: "O LORD, we will praise Thee; we will 

praise Thee with an instrument of ten strings!" People wondered what he meant, but understood when he 
continued, "We will praise Thee with our two eyes by looking only unto Thee. We will exalt Thee with our 
two ears by listening only to Thy voice. We will extol Thee with our two hands by working in Thy service. 
We will honor Thee with our own two feet by walking in the way of Thy statutes. We will magnify Thee with 
our tongue by bearing testimony to Thy loving kindness. We will worship Thee with our heart by loving 
only Thee. We thank Thee for this instrument, LORD; keep it in tune. Play upon it as Thou wilt and ring out 
the melodies of Thy grace! May its harmonies always express Thy glory!"   

  
What more can be added? Praise the LORD! 

  
QUESTIONS: 



1.  This is the sum of the great Book of Romans: everything begins and ends with God. How does this great 
truth help you praise God during times of despair, temptation, great suffering, testing, persecution? 

2.  If you are having trouble praising God in your life right now, where or to whom can you turn for help?  
3.  Is there someone in your life who needs encouragement today? How can you use this passage of 

Scripture to lift up someone else? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
The clear teaching of this lesson is that God is able to establish the believer. The one thing people long for is to be 

secure, strong, and firmly established in life. God is able to fulfill this longing. God is able to establish and strengthen a 
person and to give him or her a strong life. A quick review of the outline will reinforce this great truth to your heart. 

  
1.  The believer is established by the gospel. 
2.  The believer is established by the preaching of Christ. 
3.  The believer is established by God's revelation of the mystery. 
4.  The believer is to praise God in all things. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
  
  
  


