
THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO TITUS 
INTRODUCTION 
AUTHOR: Paul, the Apostle.  
  
DATE: Uncertain. Probably A.D. 64-66, some time after he wrote First Timothy. The books of First 

Timothy and Titus seem to have been written while Paul was travelling and ministering between two 
Roman imprisonments. The date depends upon the answer to this question: Did Paul suffer one or two 
Roman imprisonments? The book of Acts mentions only one imprisonment and closes with Paul in prison 
in Rome. It says nothing about his death. As one discusses this question, one major thing needs to be kept 
in mind. Paul prayed fervently that God would release him from prison. And he asked others to pray 
fervently for his release (Phil. 1:25-26; Philemon 22). Did God answer his prayer as requested? No one 
knows for sure. However, several factors point rather decisively to his being released and later suffering a 
second imprisonment. 

1.  The Life and Movements of Paul. Paul says in Titus 1:5 that he had been to Crete on a mission 
tour. And in Titus 3:12 he says that he was spending the winter in Nicopolis. These events do not fit in 
with any of the accounts in Acts. The evidence seems to be that God answered his prayer and had him 
released from prison. 

2.  The Life and Movements of Paul's Companions. Note the following two examples, and there are 
others. In 1 Tim. 1:3 Paul says that he told Timothy to stay in Ephesus. But there is no record of this event 
in Scripture. Paul had made only two visits to Ephesus. One was a very short visit with little, if any, 
ministry. There is no mention whatsoever about Timothy (Acts 18:19-22). The second was his three year 
ministry in which Timothy had a part. But when it came time for Paul to move on, he sent Timothy and 
Erastus to Macedonia. He did not ask Timothy to stay in Ephesus. When then did Paul tell Timothy to 
stay in Ephesus? There just is no record of such a visit in Scripture. Thus all indications point to a third 
visit by Paul and Timothy—a visit after his first imprisonment and before an unrecorded second 
imprisonment. 

Again, in 2 Tim. 4:20 Paul writes, "Trophimus have I left at Miletum sick." Paul was in Miletum 
before his first Roman imprisonment, but he did not leave Trophimus there sick (Acts 20:17). Trophimus 
went on to Rome with Paul (Acts 21:29). When then was Trophimus left at Miletum sick? The only clear 
answer seems to be that Paul made another visit to Miletum—after his first imprisonment and right before 
a second unrecorded imprisonment. 

3.  The Time Sequence Between the Writing of the Prison Epistles and the Pastoral Epistles. The 
Prison Epistles (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon) were written while Paul was in prison 
in Rome. He says so in each epistle. Note the following example: Philemon 24 says that Demas is a 
follower of Christ, but 2 Tim. 4:10 says that he had deserted. The letter to Timothy was definitely written 
after the prison letter to Philemon. When? The evidence points toward a time after his first imprisonment 
and before a second unrecorded imprisonment. This seems to be the only clear explanation. 

As stated above, 1 Timothy and Titus seem to have been written right after Paul had been released 
from his first imprisonment in Rome and was travelling about ministering. At some point in those few 
years he was rearrested and imprisoned in Rome for a second time. During this second imprisonment he 
wrote Second Timothy before he was executed. His execution was probably between A.D. 65-68. 

  
TO WHOM WRITTEN: "To Titus, mine own son after the common faith" (Titus 1:4). These facts 

are known about Titus. 
⇒  He was a Gentile, a Greek (Galatians 2:3). 
⇒  He was led to Christ by Paul (Titus 1:4). 
⇒  His conversion was such a testimony that he was personally used as an example of 

God's work among the Gentiles before the Jerusalem Council (Galatians 2:12f). 



⇒  He became a missionary partner to Paul and served with Paul for the last fifteen years 
of Paul's life (2 Cor. 7:6-16; 2 Cor. 8:16f; 2 Cor. 2:13; 2 Cor. 7:6, 13; 2 Cor. 8:23; 2 Cor. 
12:18; 2 Tim. 4:10). 

⇒  He apparently served with Paul in Ephesus and was sent by Paul to Corinth: sent to 
deliver the Second Epistle to the Corinthians from Paul and to help the church straighten out 
the divisions within the church (2 Cor. 8:6). 

⇒  He was in charge of the churches on the island of Crete (Titus 1:5). Crete was one of 
the most difficult mission fields in the ancient world. Its people had one of the worst 
reputations imaginable—so much so that the very name Cretian was used as a byword, "to 
cretize." "To cretize" meant that a person was a cheat and a liar. The Cretians were "famed as 
a drunken, insolent, untrustworthy, lying, gluttonous people" (William Barclay. The Letters to 
Timothy, Titus, and Philemon, p.277). 

⇒  He was with Paul for a while when Paul was in prison in Rome (2 Tim. 4:10). 
⇒  The last word about Titus is that he was sent by Paul to Dalmatia or Yugoslavia to 

minister (2 Tim. 4:17) 
  
PURPOSE: Paul had three purposes for writing Titus. 
1.  To warn against false teachers. 
2.  To set in order the organization of the churches and the behavior of the believers (Titus 1:5). 
3.  To encourage Titus to proclaim the message of sound doctrine. 
  
SPECIAL FEATURES: 
1.  Titus is "A Pastoral Epistle." There are two other Pastoral Epistles: First and Second Timothy. 

They are called Pastoral Epistles because they deal primarily with the pastoral care, oversight, and 
organization of the church. They tell believers how they ought to behave in the house of God (1 Tim. 
3:15). Interestingly, the term pastoral has a long history. It was first used by Thomas Aquinas in A.D. 
1274. He called First Timothy "an epistle of pastoral rule" and 2 Timothy "an epistle of pastoral care." 
The term "Pastoral Epistles," however, began to be widely used only after D.N. Berdot (A.D. 1703) and 
Paul Anton (A.D. 1726) so described them (Donald Guthrie. The Pastoral Epistles, p.11). 

2.  Titus is "A Personal Epistle." It was written to a young disciple who was loved as a son. The epistle 
is filled with feelings of warmth and affection and filled with instructions that were to govern Titus' 
personal behavior. 

3.  Titus is "An Ecclesiastical Epistle." It was written to answer questions about church organization, 
doctrinal purity, and personal behavior. Two things were happening. First, the number and sizes of 
churches were growing rapidly, and second, the apostles were aging. In both cases the apostles were just 
unable to personally reach and instruct all the churches; therefore, they had to write if the churches were 
to be properly instructed. 

4.  Titus is "An Apologetic Epistle." It is a defense of the faith. The first rumblings and early 
development of false teaching had just begun to appear (Gnosticism. See Colossians, Introductory Notes, 
Purpose.) Therefore, Paul warns the believers and defends the truth against heretical and false teaching. 

  
GREETING, 1:1-4 
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Study 1:  THE MINISTRY OF GOD'S SERVANT 
Text:  Titus 1:1-4 
Aim:  To become a servant—a true servant—of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Memory Verse: 
"In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world 

began" (Titus 1:2). 
  



INTRODUCTION: 
How does the world define success?  How do you define it?  What does it even mean to be successful? 

It does not matter whether you are rich or poor, educated or uneducated, saved or lost—everyone wants to 
be successful.  There are many definitions of success.  For some, success is... 

•  making a lot of money 
•  getting a promotion at work 
•  making a lot of friends 
•  being needed by people 
•  becoming a community leader 
•  having degrees from the finest schools 
•  wearing the finest clothes 
•  driving the fanciest car 
•  owning the biggest house 

  
And on and on.  But the important question that demands our attention is this: How does God define 

success?  God's definition of success does not depend on the external things that impress the men of this 
world.  When God thinks of success, He is thinking of faithfulness.  True success is the believer doing the 
will of God.  Are you doing His will, faithfully?  You can look to the life of Paul and see a striking 
example of a man who was successful—a man who had a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and who 
faithfully served Him. 

Paul always declared his relationship to God and the Lord Jesus Christ when writing a letter. He 
wanted no question about who he was nor about what his purpose was. He was focused upon Christ and 
His glorious gospel that offered eternal life to men. From the first to the last, Paul was the servant of God 
and the messenger of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is the purpose of these introductory words to Titus: to 
declare that he is God's servant. This is an excellent passage on the ministry of God's servant. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  His great call (v.1). 
2.  His purpose: to stir believers (v.1). 
3.  His message: the hope of eternal life (v.2-3). 
4.  His reward: bearing sons in the faith (v.4). 

  
1.  HIS GREAT CALL (v. 1). 

  
God's true servant is called to be a slave of God and an apostle or messenger of Jesus Christ. Note two 

striking points.  
1.  Paul says that he was a slave of God. This is striking, for the last thing that a person wants to be is a 

slave to anybody. Yet this is exactly what Paul claimed. In fact, he proudly declared that he was the slave 
of God. What did Paul mean? 

a.  He meant that he was totally possessed by God. God had looked upon Paul and seen his 
degraded and needful condition; God had seen Paul in the slave-market of the world, held in 
bondage by sin and death, the trouble and trials of life. And God was moved with compassion 
toward Paul; therefore, God bought and purchased Paul. Paul was now the slave of God—
totally possessed by God. 

b.  He meant that his will belonged totally to God. He was completely subservient to God 
and owed total allegiance to the will of God. As Kenneth Wuest says, "His will was swallowed 
up in the sweet will of God."  

c.  He meant that he had the highest, most honored, and kingly profession in all the world. 
Men of God, the greatest men of history, have always been called "the servants of God." It was 
the highest title of honor. The believer's slavery to God is no cringing, cowardly, or shameful 



subjection. It is the position of honor—the honor that bestows upon a man the privileges and 
responsibilities of serving the King of kings and Lord of lords. 

⇒  Moses was the slave of God (Deut. 34:5; Psalm 105:26; Malachi 4:4). 
⇒  Joshua was the slave of God (Joshua 24:9). 
⇒  David was the slave of God (2 Samuel 3:18; Psalm 78:70). 
⇒  Paul was the slave of God (Romans 1:1; Phil. 1:1; Titus 1:1). 
⇒  James was the slave of God (James 1:1). 
⇒  Jude was the slave of God (Jude 1). 
⇒  The prophets were the slaves of God (Amos 3:7; Jeremiah 7:25). 
⇒  Christian believers are said to be the slaves of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:18; 1 Cor. 

7:22; Ephes. 6:6; Col. 4:12; 2 Tim. 2:24). 
  

APPLICATION: 
The great need today is for men and women to become slaves of the Lord Jesus Christ. We 

must become His slaves and do what He says. Then and only then will the world be reached with 
the glorious news of eternal life. Then and only then will the desperate needs of the world be 
met.  Imagine a family, a community, a city, a state, a nation, a world where everyone was a slave 
to God! There would be no desperate needs not being met—for everyone would love, care for, and 
minister to one another. 

  
"If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my 

servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour" (John 12:26; cp. 
Romans 12:1; 1 Cor. 15:58). 

  
2.  Paul says that he was an apostle of Jesus Christ. The word "apostle" means a person who is sent out 

or sent forth. An apostle is a representative, an ambassador, an envoy, a person who is sent out into one 
country to represent another country. Three things are true of the apostle: 

⇒  he belongs to the king or country who sends him out. 
⇒  he is commissioned to be sent out. 
⇒  he possesses all the authority and power of the person who sends him out. 

  
APPLICATION: 
The very same things are true of any servant of Christ: the servant is the representative, 

ambassador, envoy, and messenger of Jesus Christ and only of Jesus Christ. 
  

"The man who [shares]...the gospel of Christ or teaches the truth of Christ, if he is a 
truly dedicated soul, does not talk about his own opinions, or offer his own conclusions; he 
comes with the message of Christ and with the word of God. The true envoy of Christ has 
reached past the stage of perhapses and maybes and possiblys, and speaks with the accent 
of the certainty and the authority of one who knows."  

  
"Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 

should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that 
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you" (John 
15:16). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  To most people, slavery is an ugly, detestable word. Yet Paul counted it a privilege to 
be God's slave. How can you be God's slave in your day-to-day life and why should you be? 



2.  In the relationship between a slave and his master which aspect is the most appealing to 
you?  Why?  Which aspect is the least appealing?  Why? 

3.  What kinds of things would a modern-day apostle of Jesus Christ (a true representative, 
envoy, messenger of His) do in your community? 

  
2.  HIS PURPOSE: TO STIR BELIEVERS (v. 1). 

  
Note that believers are called "God's elect." They are the persons whom God has chosen to be His 

"holy and beloved" people. 
⇒  Believers have been elected to be holy. The word "holy" means separated or set apart. 

God called believers out of the world and away from the old life it offered, the old life of sin 
and death. He called believers to be separated and set apart unto Himself and the new life He 
offers, the new life of righteousness and eternity. 

⇒  Believers have been elected to be the beloved of God. God has called believers to turn 
away from the old life that showed hatred toward God, the old life that rejected, rebelled, 
ignored, denied, and was constantly cursing in the face of God. God has called believers to be 
the beloved of God, the persons who receive His love in Christ Jesus and who allow Him to 
shower His love upon them. 

Very simply stated, the elect of God, the holy and beloved of God, are those who have really believed 
and trusted Jesus Christ as their Savior. It is these persons, the believers, who really have faith in God and 
acknowledge the truth which leads to godliness.  

The point is this: the servant of God builds upon the faith of believers. He and they both believe in 
God and have committed their lives to the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, his whole purpose for existing is 
twofold. 

1.  The servant of God stirs believers to have more and more faith in God. He stirs them to build their 
faith—to increase it—to grow more and more in their trust of God and of Christ. He labors day and night 
to turn men to Christ and to stir them to trust Him. He knows that their only hope to overcome the sin and 
death of this world is to trust Christ; therefore, he does all he can—laboring day and night—to teach them 
to trust His death and resurrection to deliver them.  

  
"Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 

Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he 
hath sent" (John 6:28-29). 

  
2.  The servant of God stirs believers to acknowledge the truth; that is, he stirs them to grow in the 

knowledge of the truth: to study the truth; to learn it, and to practice it. Note why: because of godliness. 
Godliness is to be the end, the very reason why we are to learn the truth. We are to live godly lives. God 
wants His people to be godly, that is, to be like Him; to live like He lives. We shall be with Him 
eternally—living face to face with Him—conformed to His godly nature. Therefore, He wants us to live 
like Him now—to live godly, holy, and righteous lives. He wants us to show the world that He is real—
show them by letting His godliness live itself out in our lives. 

  
"Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 

filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God" (2 Cor. 7:1). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Many a game has been lost, not during the game, but during the times of practice.  The teams 

that practice hard and pay attention to their coach will stand a good chance of winning the 
game.  Everyone who has played a team sport in school can probably relate to this locker room 
challenge given during a break in the action. 

  



"Come on team!  You know the plays by heart.  We have been practicing for the big 
game for years.  Now is not the time to quit trying.  The thing that is keeping us out of the 
game is a lack of execution.  We've got to quit fumbling the ball!"   

The coach was really getting intense.  He knew in his heart that he had the best team on 
the field but they were not performing well at all.  He could see it coming all week 
long.  His players had taken a nonchalant attitude about practicing.  They felt all they had 
to do was show up on game day and the victory would be theirs for the taking.  Instead, 
they were caught off-guard and were being soundly beaten. 

  
What would happen if your pastor had the chance to give a pep-talk during half-time?  It might 

sound a little bit like this... 
  

"You believers are in something far more important than a simple game.  You are 
fighting to win in an arena where the opponent is strong.  In order to win, you must stick 
together as a team and not fumble away your life.  You can't trust the world to encourage 
you, not to embrace the truth—because the world will not.  Everyone of us has to 
encourage and  challenge one another.  Years ago, a football team was told to 'win one for 
the Gipper.'  You can go even further and pledge to win one for the Lord Jesus." 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How can you stir other believers to have more faith in God? 
2.  What is the real reason for learning the truth?  Do you make an honest effort to study 

the truth (God's Word), to learn it, to practice it? 
3.  In what ways can you show godliness in your life?  What barriers keep you from 

becoming more godly? 
  

3.  HIS MESSAGE: THE HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE (v. 2-3). 
  
Unbelievable! Too good to be true! Yet it is true. There is eternal life. The glorious message of God's 

servant is nothing less than the message of deliverance from death—of living forever and ever. Note four 
points. 

1.  First, the hope of eternal life has been promised by God Himself. There are two reasons. 
a.  God cannot lie. God cannot lie because of His perfect nature. Think about these facts for 

a moment. 
⇒  God's nature is perfect love and love does not lie. God loves perfectly; 

therefore, He always tells the truth. He has promised us eternal life because He loves 
us, because He is the God of love and truth; therefore, we shall receive eternal life. 
We shall live with Him forever and ever. 

⇒  God's nature is perfect morality and righteousness. Morality and righteousness 
do not lie. A moral and righteous person tells the truth. And just think: God is perfect; 
therefore, He is always moral and righteous. He can never be immoral by deceiving 
nor be unrighteous by lying. Therefore, we shall receive eternal life—live forever just 
as He has promised. 

⇒  God's nature is perfect truth. Once He speaks He has spoken, and it shall be so. 
His Word can never be anything but what has been spoken. Therefore, when God 
promised eternal life to those who believe, then all who believe shall live forever. 

b.  God gave the promise of eternal life before the world began. Eternal life was His very 
purpose for creating man. Therefore when He created man, He purposed that every person who 
believed in Him—who truly believed in Him—would live with Him eternally. God cannot lie; 
therefore, what He promised before the world began WILL BE. If we truly believe in God's 
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, we shall live forever and ever. 



  
"He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth 

and without iniquity, just and right is he" (Deut. 32:4). 
  
2.  Second, the hope of eternal life was revealed in God's Word—revealed through preaching. God has 

given man a record of His promise—a record of eternal life. Where? Where can man find this record? The 
glorious message of eternal life is in God's Word and in the preaching of God's Word. As long as the earth 
stands His Word will stand, and some believers will be preaching the glorious message of eternal life. 
Therefore, if a person wants to find the record of eternal life, he must not go to the records of men, but to 
the Word of God and to the preaching of that Word. 

  
"He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not 

God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. And 
this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that 
hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. These things have I 
written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God" (1 John 5:10-13). 

  
3.  Third, the hope of eternal life has been entrusted into the hands of Paul and to all other believers—

to all the servants and ministers of God. Note exactly what this verse says: God's Word and the preaching 
of God's Word have been committed to men by the commandment of God. God's Word and the preaching 
of His Word are not an option. God commands that we take care of His Word and that we preach it—all 
believers—all the servants and ministers of God. The message of eternal life is to be proclaimed. 

  
"According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust. 

And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, 
putting me into the ministry" (1 Tim. 1:11-12). 

  
4.  Fourth, the hope of eternal life has been promised by God our Savior. It is God the Father, as well 

as Christ, who loves and saves us. Therefore, we never have to die. God delivers us from sin, death, and 
judgment to come. The point to see is that God is not like He is sometimes pictured. 

⇒  God is not way off in space someplace, unconcerned and disinterested in the world and 
trials of men. Neither is God stern and severe, always looking over the shoulders of men just 
waiting to punish them when they go astray and do something wrong. God is not a hovering 
Judge, filled with anger and madness at men. God is love; God is our Savior and He longs to 
save us—to give us eternal life. 

  
"Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord 

JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation" (Isaiah 12:2). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Who gives you the assurance for eternal life?  When was this assurance given?  Why is 

this a significant point? 
2.  Why is God's Word such an important reference point regarding eternal life? 
3.  Why does God entrust the hope of eternal life to believers?  Have you been a good 

steward of this trust?  Why or why not? 
4.  God is very involved in our lives.  How does this make you feel when you have a 

problem? 
  

4.  HIS REWARD: BEARING SONS IN THE FAITH (v. 4). 
  



Titus was a spiritual son of Paul; that is, Paul had apparently led Titus to the Lord. (See Introduction, 
for discussion on Titus.) Note the phrase "common faith." Titus believed in the Lord Jesus Christ just as 
Paul did. His faith was common to Paul's; it was placed in the same Person—in the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
point is powerful: the common faith in Christ is the faith that brings eternal life to all believers. 

The point is this: a true servant of God will bear fruit; he will bear sons and daughters in the faith. This 
is part of their reward: to see others trust Christ Jesus as their Savior and grow in the grace, mercy, and 
peace of God and Christ. Note these terms. 

1.  Grace: you are saved by God's grace. Grace means the favor and kindness of God, but there is a 
uniqueness about God's favor and kindness. His favor and kindness are given despite the fact that it is 
undeserved and unmerited. God has done a thing unheard of among men: God has given His grace to 
men... 

•  despite their cursing Him. 
•  despite their rejecting Him. 
•  despite their rebelling against Him. 
•  despite their hostility toward Him. 
•  despite their denial of Him. 
•  despite their neglect of Him. 
•  despite their half-hearted commitment to Him. 
•  despite their worship of religion instead of Him. 
•  despite their false worship. 
•  despite their idolatrous worship. 
•  despite their trespasses. 
•  despite their sins. 

Grace is giving, but it is giving to people who do not deserve the gift. What is the gift that God has 
given? Jesus Christ. God has given His Son, Jesus Christ, to save men. He did not have to give His Son. 
God could have wiped man from the face of the earth. Man deserved it, but this is God's grace. God is full 
of mercy and love and kindness—by His very nature He is full of these glorious qualities. Therefore, God 
was bound to shower His grace upon man. God was bound to send His Son to save man. 

God is not off someplace in the distance, far removed from man, disinterested and unconcerned with 
man's sufferings and death. God is gracious, full of mercy, love, and kindness for man; therefore, He has 
reached out through His Son Jesus Christ to help man. How? 

⇒  By giving His Son to die for man. When Jesus Christ hung upon the cross, He was 
taking our sins upon Himself and bearing the punishment for our sins. We had committed high 
treason against God: rejected and rebelled against Him. The penalty for high treason is death; 
we are condemned to die. But Christ took our penalty and condemnation upon Himself. He 
died for us—in our place, in our stead, as our substitute. This is what Scripture means when it 
says that Christ died for us. 

  
"For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly" 

(Romans 5:6). 
  
2.  Mercy: it means to have feelings of pity, compassion, affection, kindness. It is a desire to succor; to 

tenderly draw unto oneself and to care for. Two things are essential in order to have mercy: seeing a need 
and being able to meet that need. God sees our need and feels for us (Ephes. 2:1-3). Therefore, He acts; 
He has mercy upon us... 

•  God withholds His judgment. 
•  God provides a way for us to be saved. 

  
Mercy arises from a heart of love: God has mercy upon us because He loves us. His mercy has been 

demonstrated in two great ways: 



⇒  God has withheld His judgment from us—withheld it even when we deserve it. 
⇒  God has provided a way for us to be saved through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
When Jesus Christ died, He died for our sins. He took our sins upon Himself and bore the judgment of 

sin for us. Therefore, if we trust Christ as our Savior, God does not count sin against us. Instead, He 
counts the righteousness of Christ for us. We become acceptable to God through the righteousness of 
Christ. The great mercy of God is... 

•  that He allowed Christ, His very own Son, to die for us. He actually allowed His own 
Son to bear the punishment of our sins for us. 

•  that he loves us so much that He will forgive our sins if we will only trust Christ. 
  
The point is this: it is absolutely necessary for both the minister and the disciple to know and possess 

the mercy of God and of Christ. A person who has not experienced the mercy of God does not know God. 
Of all people, the minister and disciple of Christ must know the mercy of God. 

3.  Peace: there is the peace of God and of Christ. Peace means to be bound, joined, and weaved 
together. It means to be assured, confident, and secure in the love and care of God. It means to have a 
sense, a consciousness, a knowledge that God will... 

  
•        

provide 
•        

guide 
•        

strengthen 
•        

sustain 
•        

deliver 

•        
encourage 

•        save 
•        give 

life, real life, 
both now and 
forever 

  
A person can experience true peace only as he comes to know Jesus Christ. Only Christ can bring 

peace to the human heart, the kind of peace that brings deliverance and assurance to the human soul. 
Again, it is an absolute essential for the minister and disciple of Christ to know the peace of God and 

Christ. How can the minister share the gospel of peace unless he has peace with God? The answer is 
obvious. 

  
"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth give I unto you. 

Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid" (John 14:27). 
  
While walking upon earth, a servant of God can have no greater reward than to see others receive 

Christ and grow spiritually. 
  

"Go ye therefore, and teach [make disciples] all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world" (Matthew 28:19-20). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Only a foolish farmer would waste his time planting a crop that he knew would not bear 

fruit.  In the same line of thought, would a Christian be wise if he spent his time doing things that 
would not produce any disciples?  Of course not!  Unfortunately, the lack of fruit in the lives of 



some Christians is an indictment against them.  Here is the story of one man who caught a vision 
of how to produce fruit. 

  
Dick was a fairly young Christian, but his immaturity did not prevent him from getting 

excited about serving Christ.  In fact, he got real excited when an opportunity came for him 
to share his testimony.  He loved to tell the story of how God came into his life and saved 
him. 

Dick was discipled by a man who believed in the Biblical principle of 
multiplication.  Dick's spiritual mentor met with Dick for three months, every week, and 
encouraged him in the Christian life.  Dick was convinced that his experience was too 
precious to keep to himself.  So, Dick took what he had learned and sought out two other 
believers and discipled them, and he taught them to reach out and disciple others. And the 
most wonderful thing happened: the chain of reaching and discipling others for Christ 
marched on and on and continues even today. 

The fruit that the Bible talks about sometimes comes by the slow process of 
addition.  But the real key to spiritual growth is found in multiplication.  The challenge for 
the Christian believer is simple: your testimony will always make an impression—either 
positive or negative, either good or bad.  Is your testimony fruitful or fruitless? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What is the greatest challenge you face in attempting to bear fruit?  How can you 
overcome this challenge? 

2.  If a Christian is not bearing fruit, what does it tell you about his relationship with the 
Lord? 

3.  You are the fruit of someone's ministry.  What things did that person share with you that 
caused you to grow as a Christian? 

4.  When is it hardest to grant mercy to others?  Why?  How does this make you feel about 
what God did for you? 

5.  What things do men use to replace the peace of Christ?  Why are these things bound to 
fail? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
In your Christian life, you must become a servant—a true servant—of the Lord Jesus Christ. Your 

goal is to be involved in a fruitful and dynamic ministry, giving all the glory to God.  As His servant, you 
must keep in mind... 

  
1.  Your great call (Titus 1:1). 
2.  Your purpose: to stir believers (Titus 1:1). 
3.  Your message: the hope of eternal life (Titus 1:2-3). 
4.  Your reward: bearing sons in the faith (Titus 1:4). 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  



4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
 THE TRUE AND FALSE CHURCH OFFICIALS, 1:5-16 

»Front Matter  »Book Intro  »Detailed Outline 
Study 1:  THE TRUE ELDERS OR MINISTERS 
Text:  Titus 1:5-9 
Aim:  To follow God's guidelines, not our own, in serving God's people. 
Memory Verse: 
"Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound 

doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers [opposers, disputers]" (Titus 
1:9). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
Take a few moments and think about this question:  Of all the people who serve as leaders in your 

community, who do you trust the most?  Do you trust... 
•  your doctor? 
•  your banker? 
•  your pharmacist? 
•  your pastor? 
•  your mayor? 
•  your elders? 

  
All of these professions involve a great deal of responsibility, and they require a great deal of trust on 

our part.  When a person gets sick and needs care, trust is given to the doctor and pharmacist.  When a 
community needs political leadership, trust is given at the ballot box to elect the person we feel will do 
the best job.  When we deposit our hard-earned money in the bank, we trust the banker to take good care 
of what we give him.  Without trust, life is difficult—if not impossible—to live.  This is true in secular 
things.  But trust is especially critical in our spiritual lives.  This is the reason God holds the leaders of the 
church to such strict standards, standards that require a life of trustworthiness.  What requirements does 
God place upon these spiritual leaders?  What is it that makes a spiritual leader trustworthy? 

This passage is a strong picture of the office-holder in the church—just what the office-holder should 
be and do. It spells out in no uncertain terms the qualifications of the elder (bishop or minister, whatever 
the title is that he is known by). 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Paul's observation: two critical needs in the church (v.5). 
2.  The family qualifications of elders (v.6). 
3.  The personal qualifications of elders (v.7-8). 
4.  The preaching qualifications of elders (v.9). 

  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(1:5-9) Elders: note that the term "elder" and "bishop" are used interchangeably in this passage (Titus 

1:5, 7). The elder or bishop was probably the same office as the pastor-teacher or minister of a church. 
The gift of pastor-teacher refers to only one gift which is given to the same person (Ephes. 4:11). The 
focus of the gift is to pastor, oversee, and shepherd believers in the local church. The word elder was used 
to refer to the man, to his standing, to his years of faithfulness and service. The word bishop (overseer) 
and the gift pastor-teacher were used to refer to the man's duties and his work of overseeing and 
supervising the church. In comparison, a man today is often called minister, pastor, preacher, or reverend. 
Usually reverend is used to refer to the man personally and minister, pastor, or preacher is used to refer to 
the man's functions. 



The pastoral gift is the gift that is directly ascribed to the Lord Jesus. He called Himself the Good 
Shepherd (John 10:11, 14). Others called Him the Great Shepherd of the sheep (Hebrews 13:20), the 
Shepherd of men's souls (1 Peter 2:25), and the Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4). The pastoral gift is an 
ordained office; the elder is the basic office of the church. 

1.  Elders are called and set apart by the Holy Spirit (Acts 20:28; Acts 13:2). 
2.  Elders are ordained officers (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5). 
3.  Elders shepherd and oversee the flock of God (Acts 20:28-29; 1 Peter 5:2-3). 
4.  Elders are to guard and preach the Word (Titus 1:9). 
5.  Elders have a healing ministry through prayers and the anointing with oil (James 5:14). 
6.  Elders took a leading part in the decisions of the Jerusalem Council. They are identified along with 

the apostles as the chief authorities of the church (Acts 15:2; Acts 16:4). 
7.  Elders are the ones to whom Paul reports when returning from his third missionary journey, and 

they are the ones who advise him how to combat the Judaizers (Acts 21:18-25). 
8.  Elders are the ones to whom Paul delivers the offering that had been taken for the Jerusalem church 

during the great famine (Acts 11:30). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Who are the spiritual elders or leaders in your church?  In what ways do they need your 

prayers? 
2.  What responsibilities do the spiritual leaders in your church have? 
3.  What can you do to encourage the leaders in your church? 

  
1.  PAUL'S OBSERVATION: TWO CRITICAL NEEDS IN THE CHURCH (v. 5). 

  
Crete was an island in the Mediterranean Sea, an island with many cities. No doubt, Paul had led 

people to Christ all over the island in city after city, and had established churches in the cities in which 
the converts lived. However, he had left to carry on the work of evangelism, but he had left Titus behind 
to root and ground the church in Christ. Paul spells out two critical needs of the churches, two needs that 
exist in every church. 

1.  There was the need to set in order the things that are defective and left undone. This refers to all 
that Paul covers in the letter to Titus: 

⇒  How to set up true officials in the church and how to deal with false teachers (Titus 
1:5-16). 

⇒  How men and women in the church are to live and behave (Titus 2:1-3:11). 
  

APPLICATION: 
No matter the church, there are still some defects and some things to be done. Every church 

still has a long way to go before it reaches the full stature of what it should be before the Lord. But 
even more than this, tragically, too many churches have two serious defects and flaws: they are not 
adequately organized for ministry and they have allowed false teaching in their ranks. As a result, 
they are not reaching people for Christ and, in some cases, they are facing terrible division, splits, 
and destruction of their testimony. 

  
⇒  The point is this: the very need of a church is to set in order the things that are 

defective and left undone. A church must be constantly growing in Christ or else it 
begins to slip back and lose its message of eternal life for mankind. 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Would you consider your church to be growing in Christ?  Here is a story of a church that lost 

its vision. 
  



An evangelical church found itself shrinking in membership as its membership grew in 
age.  It did not take many years for the church to turn from a church that made a difference 
to a church that produced a ministry of indifference. 

The members of this congregation became satisfied with the way things were: they 
became complacent, lethargic, self-centered, and indifferent to the people around them and 
their city.  There were two or three families who really controlled the church and felt they 
were the holy guardians of the gate to the church.  Eventually, their pastor of ten years 
gave up and resigned.  

  
Your church should be setting things in order and reaching people for Christ, not allowing 

complacency and indifference to take control and diminish the fruitfulness of the ministry. 
  
2.  There was the need to ordain elders in every city. The term elder refers to the minister of the 

church. No church, no matter how small, should remain without a minister for too long. This was the 
concern of Paul for the churches in Crete, and it should be our concern. One of the two critical needs of a 
church is for committed ministers who love the Lord with all their heart. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What kinds of things has your church done in order to be better organized for ministry? 
2.  What things quench the spirit of the leaders in a church?  How can these things be 

overcome? 
3.  Do you think it is possible for a church to be strong without ministers who are 

committed to God?  Why or why not? 
  

2.  THE FAMILY QUALIFICATIONS OF ELDERS (v. 6). 
  
1.  The minister or elder must be blameless: above reproach, not open to attack; not able to be 

criticized by the enemy at all.  
  

"I would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple [harmless] concerning evil" 
(Romans 16:19). 

  
2.  The minister or elder must be "the husband of one wife." From the earliest times of church history, 

this qualification has been interpreted differently. Some have held... 
•  that the elder or minister must have a wife; he must be married to be a minister. 
•  that the elder or minister must never have more than one wife; he must never marry 

again, even if his wife died. This position holds that second marriages are completely 
forbidden. 

•  that the elder must not have more than one wife at a time. (Remember: polygamy was 
the common practice of society when the church was first born.) 

•  that an elder must live a life of strict morality, purity, and loyalty. 
  

APPLICATION: 
Every minister, believer, and church must go before the Lord and seek the meaning of this 

qualification for him or herself. But we must be honest and open to hear the Lord and then beg of 
Him the courage and discipline to do what He says. This is an absolute essential for all who are 
believers, for nothing is any more traumatic than the loss of a spouse through death or separation 
and divorce. And if there is ever a time when we must reach out and minister to our brothers and 
sisters, it is when they lose their spouses. 



The point is this: should a minister or elder be allowed to serve as a minister if he has had more 
than one wife, either through death or divorce? The Pulpit Commentary has an excellent comment 
on this point: 

  
"If we consider the general laxity in regard to marriage, and the facility of divorce, 

which prevailed among Jews and Romans at this time, it must have been a common thing 
for a man to have more than one woman living who had been his wife. And this [was] a 
distinct breach of the primeval law (Genesis 2:24), [and] would properly be a bar to any 
one being called to the 'office of a bishop'....It is utterly unsupported by any single passage 
in Scripture that a second marriage should disqualify a man for the sacred ministry. As 
regards the opinion of the early Church, it was not at all uniform, and amongst those who 
held that this passage absolutely prohibits second marriages in the case of a [bishop], it 
was merely a part of the asceticism of the day."  

  
"Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his heart turn not away: 

neither shall he greatly multiply to himself silver and gold" (Deut. 17:17). 
  
3.  The minister or elder must have faithful children. By faithful is meant believing in the Lord Jesus 

Christ and remaining faithful to Him. The minister's children are to be above reproach; they are not to be 
"loose in morals and conduct or unruly and disorderly" (Amplified New Testament). 

  
Oliver Greene gives an excellent picture of what Scripture is saying about the minister and his 

children: 
  

"What Paul is saying here is that an elder or bishop must have a well-governed family, a 
family which fully respects him, a family well trained in spiritual matters. If the family of a bishop 
were insubordinate and opposed to spiritual matters, or if members of the family were unbelievers 
or scoffers, that man could not be entrusted with the government of the church of the living God. 

"It is clearly set forth here that an elder or bishop must be a family man, with a wife and 
children who respect him to the fullest degree. His family must be spiritually minded; they must 
love the church and the things of God and cooperate with the head of the family in all things. If a 
man cannot rule his own house and lead his own family concerning spiritual matters, how could 
he direct the church? If he were a man who did not have the respect of his family, he could not 
hope to have the respect of the church."  

  
"Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. For they 

that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. But 
let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and 
for an helmet, the hope of salvation" (1 Thes. 5:6-8). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What does it mean to be blameless?  Do you think this is an unrealistic expectation of 
your leaders?  Of you?  Why? 

2.  Why do you think God wants a minister or elder to be the husband of one wife? 
3.  In what ways are children a reflection of what goes on in the home? 

  
3.  THE PERSONAL QUALIFICATIONS OF ELDERS (v. 7-8). 

  
Note the elder is here called bishop. The two words are used interchangeably. Note also the critical 

importance placed upon his being blameless; he must live a blameless life. The reason is clearly stated: he 
is the "steward of God." A steward is the person who is placed in charge of the household and estate of 



the owner. The bishop or minister is the steward of God's church and God's people. He does not own the 
church nor does he possess the people of the church. But he is in charge of their provision and education, 
of their nourishment and growth, of their behavior and duties. He must see that the household of God is 
cared for and looked after and that their energies and lives are directed to the will of the Master. Above all 
else, the steward must do the will of the Master, carry out His Word without any deviation whatsoever. 
This is what is meant by being "blameless as the steward of God." The steward exists solely for the 
Master—solely to see that the Word of God is done. He must be blameless when it comes to the will of 
God. 

1.  Note: there are some things—very important things—that the minister or steward of God must not 
do. 

a.  He must not be self-willed: self-pleasing, arrogant, haughty, or self-centered. It is a 
person who thinks too highly of himself, who looks at his own things and ignores or neglects 
the things of others. It is a person who is harsh to others; who criticizes, grumbles, and 
condemns others; who downs others and elevates himself in his own mind. 

  
"Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest 

in the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 18:4). 
  

b.  He must not be angry: a long-lasting anger; an anger that is deeply rooted and has been 
held for a long time; an anger against someone that a person just refuses to let go; the person 
refuses to forgive the other person. The minister or elder must not be quick tempered or hot-
headed, nor given over to long-lasting anger. 

  
"Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath" (Ephes. 

4:26). 
  

c.  He must not be given to wine, to drunkenness. Oliver B. Greene pointedly says:  
  

"All believers should abstain from strong drink in any form, but especially should a 
bishop observe this admonition. Concerning wine, Paul's instruction to a bishop is very 
clear. He is not to participate in such practice. Greek scholars tell us that the word used 
here implies 'sitting over wine,' habitually drinking wine, as the people did in that day—
even those who professed to be very religious. Not only for his own sake should a bishop 
abstain from the use of wine, but also for the sake of other believers."  

  
"It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby 

thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak" (Romans 14:21). 
  

d.  He must not be a striker, a person given over to violence.  He is not combative or 
violent, not contentious or quarrelsome, not a person who strikes out and contends with another 
person. The minister or elder must not be a person who strikes other people or who becomes 
easily upset, irritated, or aggravated with others. He uses neither hand nor tongue against 
anyone. On the contrary, he is kind, gentle, and longsuffering with others. 

  
"Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let 

each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but 
every man also on the things of others" (Phil. 2:3-4). 

  
e.  He must not be given over to the love of money or worldly possessions.  The minister or 

elder must be a person who has given all he is and has (money) to minister to people. He must 
not be a person who has entered the ministry as a profession or as a livelihood. He must be 



supported and given a livelihood by the church but he is not to be in the ministry in order to get 
a livelihood. He must not be a person who is out to get, but a person who is committed to 
giving. He must live by the gospel—God's people must support him so that he can preach the 
gospel—but he must be dead to the love of money and material possessions. He must give all 
that he is and has to the cause of Christ—to meet the dire needs of the desperate and dying 
men, women, and children of this earth. Remember: the following warnings were written to 
professing Christians. 

  
"For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they 

have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows" (1 
Tim. 6:10). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What dangers does a self-willed minister face? 
2.  What are some natural consequences of anger?  How can they be avoided?  How do you 

vent your own anger? 
3.  What attitude should a leader in your church have concerning the use of alcohol?  What 

should form their opinion? 
4.  If a church had an elder who was prone to violence, how would it affect the witness of 

that church? 
5.  Why does money have such power in the lives of so many people—believers and 

unbelievers alike?  How can you free yourself from its power? 
  
2.  Note: there are some very important things that the minister or steward of God must be. 

a.  He must be a lover of hospitality.  The minister or elder must be given to "hospitality": to 
have an open heart and home; "showing love or being a friend to the believers, especially 
strangers or foreigners" (Amplified New Testament). The minister helps and entertains as 
much as he can. He does not open his heart, home, time, or money to the things of the world; 
but he uses what resources he has to help and minister to people. 

  
"But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate" 

(Titus 1:8). 
  

b.  He must be a lover of good men: the Greek means a lover of good things as well as of 
good people. The minister of God loves good no matter where he finds it, in people or things. 
He loves the poor and the homeless, the weak and the suffering, as well as the wealthy and 
healthy. And the minister loves to do good things for everyone, no matter who they are—good 
things such as... 

•  expressing appreciation 
•  encouraging 
•  giving gifts 
•  helping when help is needed 
•  ministering and serving 
•  preaching and teaching the truth of God's Word 

  
Very simply stated, a minister loves good men and good things; therefore, he is always 

ministering. He is always involved in the lives of good people and always involved in doing 
good things for everyone he can. 

  



"A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved 
you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another" (John 13:34-35). 

  
c.  He must be sober or sober minded: to have a mind that is sound, sensible, controlled, 

disciplined, and chaste—a mind that has complete control over all sensual desires. Note: if the 
mind is controlled, a person's whole life—his body and behavior—is controlled. He lives a 
sober life. 

  
"Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. For they 

that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. But 
let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and 
for an helmet, the hope of salvation" (1 Thes. 5:6-8). 

  
d.  He must be just: honest, upright, fair, above board in his behavior and dealings with both 

God and man. There is no deception, lying, cheating, stealing, meanness, misbehavior, or 
irresponsibility whatsoever in the minister's dealings—none with men or with God. 

  
"Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to 

whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour" (Romans 13:7). 
  

e.  He must be holy: pure, clean, moral, unpolluted from the dirt and filth of sin. The 
minister or elder must be a person who is clean and pure before the eyes of God. 

  
"Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 

all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God" (2 Cor. 
7:1). 

  
f.  He is temperate or self-controlled in all things. He must have power over his body, mind, 

and life. He must be vigilant and watchful, controlling and guarding his behavior both when 
alone and when with others. He must control his eyes, ears, tongue, flesh, appetites, thoughts, 
hands, and feet—watching where he goes, what he does, says, thinks, eats, hears, looks at, and 
desires. 

  
"Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, 

but the flesh is weak" (Matthew 26:41). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Who do you know who displays a spirit of hospitality?  Is this trait to be limited just to 

the minister of the church? 
2.  Scripture says you are to be a "lover of good men."  Does this mean you are to shun bad 

men?  What does it mean? 
3.  How trustworthy is a spiritual leader who does not seem to be in control of his own 

life?  Have you learned how to be sober-minded?  How have you done this?  What 
improvements do you need to make in this area? 

4.  The Christian leader is as good as his word.  How is this lofty goal cultivated?  What 
things do you struggle with in the area of honesty? 

5.  In a society that promotes immorality as the norm, what are the greatest challenges a 
believer faces in attempting to stay pure?  What can you do to protect your own purity? 

6.  Is self-control something you have a choice about?  Or is it determined by your 
circumstances?  How can you increase your self-control? 



  
4.  THE PREACHING QUALIFICATIONS OF ELDERS (v. 9). 

  
1.  The bishop or minister must hold fast the faithful Word. What Word? Note what the verse says: the 

"sound doctrine" that he must preach, the "sound doctrine" or teaching of God's Word. The minister of 
God must take the Word of God and cling to it in the face of all temptation and opposition—no matter 
what men may say or claim. The minister of God is a minister of God; he is not called to be the minister 
of anyone else. Therefore, his mission is to cling to the Word of God. He is to hold fast to the pure Word 
of God; he is to be taught the "sound doctrine" of the Word. He is to be a person who has studied and 
studied the Word and is deeply rooted and grounded in the Word of God. His measurement is not how 
good a speaker he is, how charismatic and appealing; it is how well he has taught the Word of God. How 
much has he rooted his people in the doctrines of God's Word? 

  
"But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 

that believing ye might have life through his name" (John 20:31). 
  
2.  There is a strong reason why the bishop or minister must hold fast to the Word of God: he must be 

able to exhort and to convert those who oppose God and Christ. 
⇒  People need to be exhorted, that is, encouraged, to trust Christ and to follow Him. 
⇒  People need to be convicted, especially those who stand opposed to God and curse Him 

and refuse to surrender to Him. The word convict means: 
  

"To rebuke a man in such a way that he is compelled to see and to admit the error of 
his ways. Trench says that it means 'to rebuke another, with such an effectual wielding of 
the victorious arms of the truth, as to bring him, if not always to a confession, yet at least 
to a conviction of his sin'....Christian rebuke means far more than...merely speaking to 
him in such a way that he sees the error of his ways and accepts the truth. The aim of 
Christian rebuke is not to humiliate a man, but to enable him to see and recognize and 
admit the duty and the truth to which he has been either blind or disobedient."  

  
Note how the minister of God is to exhort and convict people: "by sound doctrine." And note the word 

"able": he is to be so grounded in God's Word that he is able to exhort and convict people out of God's 
Word. 

  
"Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear" (1 Tim. 5:20). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
How confident are you in your ability to share the Word of God with other people?  Suppose 

you won a ticket to be a contestant on a TV game show that we might call "Bible Bonanza."  Let's 
tune in and see how you might do.  Okay, now.  No help from the studio audience.  You are on 
your own. 

  
"Welcome to Bible Bonanza!  Please welcome your host I.M. Smart."  "Thank you, 

thank you, thank you!  Our finalist today is a member from your very own local 
church.  Let's give a big welcome to Mrs. Bea Wright." 

"Bea, you know the rules.  Give me the right answer to this question and you win (drum 
roll please) 10 million dollars!  All right Bea, are you ready?"  "Yes sir, Mr. Smart.  I've 
been preparing for your show for years.  I can't wait to start." 

"Then let's begin.  Bea, for 10 million dollars, give me book, chapter and verse for six 
essential doctrines of the Christian faith." 

"Uh, it sounds like a trick question to me.  Wait, I know!   



"Number 1: "Dress nice for church.  From the book of First Fashions, chapter two, 
page 17. 

"Number 2: Don't miss three Sunday School classes in a row.  I'm sorry, I can't 
remember where I read that. 

"Number 3: Be able to recite by heart John 3:15 'For God so loved'...or is it John 3:16, 
17...little John, John 3:18? 

  
HONK!  "I'm sorry Bea, your time is up.  You can forget that 10 million dollars but we 

have a consolation prize just for you.  Your very own alarm clock.  You need to wake up!" 
  

Are you prepared to share God's Word or is it time for a wake-up call? 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Why is it so important to have sound doctrine before you speak for Christ? 
2.  How good are you at ministering the Word of God?  What would enhance your ability 

to do this better? 
3.  Do you know the essential doctrines of Christianity?  Where are they found? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
Spiritual leadership is not to be taken lightly.  A church can only go as far as mature leaders will take 

them.  The Bible gives specific qualifications for those who lead the flock of God.  These major points 
function as a guideline for all of God's dear servants. 

  
1.  Paul's observation: two critical needs in the church. 
2.  The family qualifications of leaders. 
3.  The personal qualifications of leaders. 
4.  The preaching qualifications of leaders. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
 Study 2:  THE CONTRASTING FALSE TEACHERS 
Text:  Titus 1:10-16 
Aim:  To be alert—on guard—against the dangers of false teachers. 
Memory Verse: 
"Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is 

nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled" (Titus 1:15). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
"The Ten Most Wanted Men in America" are listed on posters in prominent public buildings (like the 

post office for example). Photographs of these criminals are shown in order to alert law-abiding citizens 
of their danger and to arouse the help of the public in locating these criminals. 



Now, think for a moment:  Would you want to invite one of these dangerous criminals into your 
home?  Of course not.  It would be a very foolish thing to do.  If you did happen to see one of these 
criminals, it would be your civic duty to report the information to the police. 

A false teacher is just as dangerous to the church as a criminal is to the community.  The zeal that is 
displayed when a person reports dangerous criminals to the police is rarely seen in churches when it 
comes to dealing with false teachers who are in God's house. 

In order to protect the church, God has posted a "Most Wanted" list.  The Christian believer has strict 
instructions to be on the lookout for these spiritual criminals.  What is to be our guideline?  This study 
gives a clear picture of false teachers, a picture that every believer and church should diligently study. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  They oppose the truth (v.10-12). 
2.  They must be rebuked (v.13-14). 
3.  They are impure—totally (v.15). 
4.  They make a profession that they know God, but their works deny God (v.16). 

  
1.  THEY OPPOSE THE TRUTH (v. 10-12). 

  
There were many false teachers throughout the churches of Crete, and there have been many down 

through the centuries. The church has always had to combat false teaching. Note: the false teachers come 
from within the churches, not from without. They were of the circumcision, that is... 

•  they were religionists (Titus 1:10). 
•  they professed God (Titus 1:16). 
•  they were subverting whole houses (Titus 1:11).  

  
Remember: the churches met in homes; they did not have buildings in which to meet. The point to see 

is that they opposed the truth. 
1.  They were unruly: undisciplined, rebellious, disloyal, insubordinate against God and the truth. They 

refused to submit to God, to the truth of the gospel and God's Word. 
  

"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 7:21). 

  
2.  They were vain talkers: empty talkers, saying and teaching things that amount to nothing and are 

worthless. Their teaching helped no one—not permanently and not eternally. Their teaching was not able 
to overcome sin and death—not able to bring true forgiveness of sin and eternal life to a person. 

  
"The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness: and the end of his talk is 

mischievous madness" (Eccles. 10:13). 
  
3.  They were deceivers: impostors, misleaders. They misled themselves and misled others away from 

the truth. They turned away from the truth and followed error; they followed a false belief. 
  

"For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles 
of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore 
it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; 
whose end shall be according to their works" (2 Cor. 11:13-15). 

  
4.  They were of the circumcision; that is, they were Jewish religionists. They professed Christ, but 

they refused to accept the all-sufficiency of Christ and His cross.  



⇒  They refused to accept that Christ died for their sins—actually bore the judgment and 
punishment for their transgressions against God. 

⇒  They refused to accept that God accepted them by faith and only by faith—that God 
took their faith and counted it as righteousness; that God required nothing more and nothing 
less than a person's total trust, the laying of the person's life into the hands of God, all the 
person is and has, his total being—and that is all that was needed to be saved. 

Very simply, the false teachers—the religionists—taught that man made himself acceptable... 
•  by doing the best he could. 
•  by being good and doing good. 
•  by being as religious as he could. 
•  by keeping the laws and rules of religion. 
•  by undergoing the basic ritual of religion (circumcision, baptism, confirmation, church 

membership, etc.). 
•  by observing and practicing the ceremonies and rules of religion. 
•  by being faithful in worship and stewardship. 

  
"For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish 

their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of 
God" (Romans 10:3). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Where are you most likely to find a false teacher?  Why? 
2.  What attitudes and teachings should alert you to someone being a false teacher? 
3.  Why are false teachers such a dangerous thing in the church? 

  
5.  They had mouths that needed to be silenced. Their false teaching needed to be stopped but not by 

physical force. The word "stopped" means to muzzle or bridle, but it should be by reason and argument 
not by physical force. False teachers must always be stopped. Their teaching is misleading and erroneous; 
therefore, their teaching must be restrained, stopped dead in its tracks. Their tongues must be silenced. 
False teachers must not be allowed to sow the seeds of their error. 

  
"For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of 

foolish men" (1 Peter 2:15). 
  
6.  They were subverting, that is, upsetting and disrupting, whole houses. They were turning some 

away from the truth and tearing families apart. In other cases they were overthrowing the faith of whole 
families. Whole families were following the false teaching and leaving the church. This was, of course, 
the objective of the false teachers: to secure a following for themselves by turning people away from the 
truth of Christ. 

  
"I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ 

unto another gospel: which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would 
pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed" (Galatians 
1:6-9). 

  
7.  They were teaching things that they should not teach (see pt.4 above). 
8.  They were seeking personal gain (filthy lucre). They had entered the church and religion and were 

teaching a false doctrine... 
•  to gain a livelihood or money. 



•  to gain recognition. 
•  to gain a following. 
•  to gain acceptance. 
•  to gain the satisfaction of being in a reputable profession. 

9.  They had a sorry reputation. They were professing religionists, but they were living no better than 
the rest of society. This is clearly seen by looking at three traits of Cretian society. 

a.  The false teachers were chronic liars. They were not living for Christ nor following the 
truth. They were just like Cretian society, living false lives and following lies. And they were 
teaching a false, lying doctrine—teaching it right inside the church, leading believers to follow 
their lies. 

b.  The false teachers were evil beasts. That is, they were savage and malicious in standing 
against the truth of Christ and of salvation by grace through faith. Just like wild beasts, they 
savagely attacked the church and its believers, attempting to consume them in their false 
teaching and doctrine. 

c.  The false teachers were idle gluttons. This does not mean that they were inactive and 
never industrious nor that they were fat and lazy. Some, no doubt, were just as some are in 
every society—lazy, gluttonous, slothful, too complacent to study the Word of God and to seek 
the truth. But in this context it means that... 

•  they were idle in dealing with the truth. They had nothing to do with the truth. 
They had turned away from it. When it came to Christ and the truth, they were idle 
and inactive. 

•  they were gluttons, that is, greedy and seeking to fill their lust for whatever they 
were after: recognition, a following, money, self-image. Honoring Christ, reaching 
people for Christ, and sharing the truth was not the focus of their lives. 

  
"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall 

depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 
speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron" (1 
Tim. 4:1-2). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Why do you think some churches do not silence false teachers?  How can they be 
silenced? 

2.  What are some of the motives and character traits of a false teacher?  What can true 
believers do to prevent them from having their way and getting a foothold in the church? 

  
2.  THEY MUST BE REBUKED (v. 13-14). 

  
The witness just given against society and false teachers is true. And remember: the false teachers 

were in the church, professing to be followers of Christ. But they were not following Christ—not fully 
and wholly. Therefore, they had to be sharply rebuked. The idea is that they had to be corrected with 
sternness and even in severity. This is understandable, for false teaching is one of the greatest sins and 
dangers facing believers. False teaching hurts the church and its believers as much as any sin, for it turns 
men away from God and Christ and destroys the church and its mission. But note a most significant point: 
there were two reasons why the false teachers and their followers were to be rebuked. 

1.  False teachers and their followers were to be rebuked so that they might become sound in the faith. 
  

"Here precisely is the wonderful thing....Paul does not say to Timothy: 'Leave them alone. They 
are hopeless and all men know it.' He says: 'They are bad and all men know it. Go and convert 
them.' There are few passages which so demonstrate the divine optimism of the Christian 



missionary and evangelist, who refuses to regard any man as hopeless. The greater the evil, the 
greater the challenge. It is the Christian conviction that there is no sin which is too great for the 
grace of Jesus Christ to encounter and to conquer."  

  
The false teachers were not sound in the faith; they were not standing with Christ nor for Christ. They 

were not following Christ nor teaching the Word of God in its purity and simplicity. They were in danger 
of being lost and condemned from the presence of God forever. In addition, they were leading others 
down the same false road. If the false teachers and their followers were not corrected, then more and more 
lives would be corrupted and destroyed. Therefore, the false teachers had to be dealt with; there was no 
choice. Confronting them with the truth of Christ and of the Word was their only hope. An attempt to root 
them in sound doctrine had to be made—both for Christ and their own eternal salvation. 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Are you a little afraid of speaking the truth (the Word of God) to a false teacher or one of his 

followers?  Just having the weapon of truth inside your heart will never intimidate a false 
teacher.  As a believer, you must be aggressive and fight for the truth—not just to win the 
argument but to win the soul! 

  
Steve had two goals in life: 1) get a good education; 2) get rich fast.   

  
Steve directed his goal for education to the medical field.  Over the course of time, he 

graduated at the head of his class and was soon practicing medicine in a large city.  With 
goal number one completed, his next task was to cash in and make a lot of money.  After 
doing some research, Steve chose to become a full-time abortionist.  Being a product of his 
culture, his view of life was cheap.  He saw his career as an economic opportunity not a 
moral issue.  It did not take long for Steve to start making money.  In fact, it seemed people 
were throwing their money at him for his services.  Feeling very satisfied with his career 
choice, Steve began to settle down and enjoy life. 

But his enjoyment was to be short-lived.  After performing hundreds of abortions, Steve 
had a chance encounter with Mary, another doctor in the community who was also a 
believer. Mary was greatly respected and even loved throughout the community because 
she was always reaching out and taking time to truly minister to people.  But when it came 
to Steve, she disagreed with his career choice.  But Mary felt if she could change the man, 
the man would change his career.  Her inclination was right.  Mary invited Steve and his 
wife to her house to look at a video on childbirth.  From conception to birth, the Christian 
perspective of life was shared.  Steve became very sober.  Light had pierced his darkened 
heart. 

"Mary, thank you for showing me this.  I had no idea there were real people in those 
wombs.  Will God ever forgive me for what I've done?" 

God did forgive Steve.  Steve became a strong Christian believer and a strong voice for 
the innocent lives he had once taken.  Why did Steve change?  Because someone was 
willing to rebuke him, but in such a way that allowed the light of God's truth to come into 
his heart. 

  
Today, the truth still sets people free.  Use it! 

  
2.  False teachers and their followers were to be rebuked so they might cease from their fables and 

man-made religious rules. Note: what false teachers follow are only fables and myths, imaginations 
within man's mind, man-made rules of religion. 

  



"And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them" 
(Ephes. 5:11). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How confident are you in using God's Word to oppose a false teacher?  How can you 
improve your skill in this area? 

2.  What should be your ultimate goal in rebuking a false teacher? 
3.  Why do some people follow false teachers?  How can you protect yourself from doing 

the same thing? 
  

3.  THEY ARE IMPURE—TOTALLY (v. 15). 
  
The basic question of life is this: How does a person become pure and righteous before God? Men try 

to become acceptable to God by works—by doing the works of religion, by doing good and being good. 
This is where so many of the laws, rules, rituals, and ceremonies of religion come from. They are merely 
man's desire to become acceptable to God. Man feels the way to become acceptable is to be religious and 
keep all the rules of religion. But note a critical fact: no religion and no man-made rule or work can save a 
man from sin and death. Everything that is made by man dies and decays—ends up just like he does, as 
nothing more than the dust of the ground. Man cannot do enough good nor do enough works to create a 
pure mind and conscience within himself, not a mind and conscience that has the absolute assurance of 
living forever. 

But note another fact: there is a way to become pure and righteous before God. How? By Jesus 
Christ—by believing in Jesus Christ... 

•  by trusting His purity and righteousness to cover us. 
•  by trusting His death and resurrection to cover us. 

  
When we believe that Jesus Christ died for us, God accepts the death of Christ for us. He forgives our 

transgressions and never charges them against us. We are free from sin in Christ; through our faith in 
Christ, God counts us pure and righteous. 

This is what the verse means. If we are pure in Christ, then all things are pure to us. We do not have to 
worry about doing things to become pure. We are pure—perfectly righteous and acceptable to God 
because we are in Christ. Our faith is in Christ to make us pure, not in religious rules.  

Therefore false teachers and their followers—in fact all unbelievers—lack the absolute assurance of 
forgiveness and of eternal life—of being acceptable to God. Their minds and consciences are defiled. No 
matter what their man-made religious rules are—rules governing food, discipline, do's and don'ts, 
washings, baptisms, ceremonies, rituals—they are all impure. They are only physical, material, and man-
made substances—all to perish after they are used. 

  
APPLICATION: 
"'Unto the pure all things are pure' does not mean that dope and alcoholic beverages which 

will dull the mind and destroy the body are pure. There is probably a direct teaching here 
concerning ceremonial meats and drinks among the Jews....Some foods were regarded as clean 
and could be eaten, while others were considered unclean and were therefore forbidden. What 
Paul is saying is that those distinctions ceased when Christ died and rose again: 'Christ is the end 
of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth' (Romans 10:4). In this Christian era, it is 
not what we eat or drink that saves us or damns us; it is 'What think ye of Christ? Whose Son is 
He?' 'As many as received Him, to THEM gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on His name: which were born...born of God' (John 1:12, 13). 

"In Paul's day, under the Law of Moses, a Jew dare not eat pork nor drink certain drinks; but 
in this day, meats and drinks neither save nor damn—although a child of God, led by the Spirit of 
God, will not eat or drink those things that will destroy the body. God puts His law in our hearts 



and leads us by His Spirit (Romans 8:14), and if we are led by the Spirit we will not fulfill the lust 
of the flesh. Truth makes free; and when we KNOW and obey the truth, we eat and drink those 
things that are wholesome, good, and profitable to body and soul. 

"A person who is a true child of God will not use this passage to attempt to prove that all 
things are right and lawful for the Christian. There are those who say that if you think something 
is not sin, then to you it is not sin; but such reasoning is not to be found in the Word of God. The 
Bible clearly teaches that we are to 'have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather reprove them' (Ephes. 5:11). 'Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him' (1 John 2:15). 'Abstain from all 
appearance of evil' (1 Thes. 5:22). 'Prove all things; hold fast that which is good' (1 Thes. 5:21). 
"Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God' (1 Cor. 
10:31). 

"The principle here involved is a pure, truly pious mind; and if we have such a mind we will 
not eat or drink those things that will destroy our testimony. The believing heart does not major on 
the distinction of food and drink, festivals, ceremonies, rites, holy days, holidays. These things 
have nothing to do with purity of heart and spirit, and the conscience of the believer is not to be 
burdened with nor enslaved by them. The heart of a believer is to be controlled by the Holy Spirit 
of God and by the laws of God laid down in the New Testament. We are not under the Law of 
Moses. We live by faith, not by sight. We live as the Holy Spirit leads us into the paths of 
righteousness."  

  
"Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God" (Matthew 5:8). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  In what ways do false teachers and unbelievers try to become acceptable to God? Can 
they ever reach their goal? 

2.  Even believers sin every day, many times. How can we ever be truly pure? 
  

4.  THEY MAKE A PROFESSION THAT THEY KNOW GOD, BUT THEIR WORKS 
DENY GOD (v. 16). 

  
The false teachers openly professed Christ, claimed to be Christians, and belonged to the churches. 

And note: they were preaching, teaching, and filling the pulpits and seats of instruction in the churches. 
But their works betrayed them. Their behavior clearly showed that they were hypocrites. They were not 
teaching the pure Word of God, not teaching the truth about Jesus Christ. Note the final terrible fact: by 
their works they were denying God and Christ. No matter what they professed and claimed, if they did not 
teach the pure Word of God and the pure truth about God and His Son, Jesus Christ, then they were 
denying God. 

⇒  They were being abominable: vile, detestable, and repulsive to both God and true 
believers. They were corrupting the truth, and corruption always sends up a foul smell. 

⇒  They were being disobedient: refusing to submit to God, to follow and teach the truth 
of Christ and of God's Word. 

⇒  They were reprobate: unfit, useless, and worthless; failing to meet the test of God. In 
God's eyes they were of no value. They were fit only to be rejected. 

  
"He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you 

hypocrites, as it is written. This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart 
is far from me" (Mark 7:6). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 



The loudest sermons ever preached are those that are lived not spoken.  A false teacher will do 
everything in his power to speak like a Christian, but his works will betray him. For example: 

  
Jerry worked in a clothing store during the week.  To a casual acquaintance, Jerry 

would come across as a dedicated Christian.  He was well-versed in sounding 
'religious.'  But there was a strange contradiction at work in Jerry.  If anyone wanted to 
know the latest store gossip, Jerry was your man.  If any backstabbing took place, Jerry 
was the source.  If you wanted to find Jerry, the first place to look was in the break 
room.  In other words, Jerry talked the talk but didn't walk the walk. 

One day a fellow employee, Rick, had come to the end of his rope.  Life had caved in on 
him and he was desperate for an answer.  Sensing an opportunity to help, Jerry 
approached Rick and said, "Brother, what you need is religion."  The broken man seethed 
in anger.  Speaking in a voice that cracked with rage, he said "I'd rather die and go to hell 
than become a Christian if you are the best example they've got!" 

  
Jerry's works had betrayed this broken man.  Jerry's life denied the very reality that this broken 

man needed: the truth about Christ and the glorious salvation and life He gives to a 
person.  Instead of accepting the Lord, Rick turned away—a choice based upon wrong 
information—and looked for answers in all the wrong places. 

Do your actions speak louder than your words?  Do they confirm or deny your profession in 
Christ? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What can you do to insure that your actions will back up your words? 
2.  Do you know anyone who says one thing then does the opposite?  Can a person like that 

be trusted? 
3.  What kinds of works betray false teachers? 
4.  What character traits does a false teacher possess? 
5.  In what ways does having a personal knowledge of God's Word keep you from being 

deceived by a false teacher? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
Today, if a false teacher came across your path, would you be able to identify him as a false 

teacher?  You have only two choices to make.  Using God's Word as the standard and test, the individual 
either meets the standard or he doesn't. Your duty as a believer is to be able to identify and expose false 
teachers.  Remember: 

  
1.  They oppose the truth. 
2.  They must be rebuked. 
3.  They are impure—totally. 
4.  They make a profession that they know God, but their works deny God. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 



  
4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  

 THE MESSAGE OF SOUND DOCTRINE, 2:1-3:11 
»Front Matter  »Book Intro  »Detailed Outline 

(Note:  Because of the length of this outline and commentary, you may wish to split this passage into 
two or three studies.) 

  
Study 1:  MESSAGE 1: THE BEHAVIOR OF BELIEVERS 
Text:  Titus 2:1-10 
Aim:  To know unquestionably what behavior God requires of you. 
Memory Verse: 
"But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine" (Titus 2:1). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
Every child has heard this phrase at least once from his or her parents:  "Now remember, mind your 

manners and do what you are told."  Before children go out in public, parents want to assure themselves 
that their children will not embarrass anyone (themselves, others, and especially the parents).  If a parent 
has done his job, his children will eventually grow up and know how to act, how to behave in public.  On 
the other hand, all of us have seen people in public who acted like they did not know how to behave.  We 
have seen grown-ups in public who... 

•        curse 
•        act 

childish 
•        are 

not kind 
•        talk 

loudly 
•        are 

proud, arrogant 

•        act 
hatefully 

•        are rude 
•        are self-

centered 
•        become 

drunk 

  
The Christian has no excuse to act like this at any time for any reason.  Our Heavenly Father has given 

us His Word, His guidelines, on how to behave. 
What is a believer to be like? How is a believer to live in the world? This passage discusses in clear 

and direct terms just what the behavior of believers is to be. And note: it discusses every age group and 
the important positions of the teacher, minister, and Christian workman. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  The source of good behavior: teach sound doctrine (v.1). 
2.  The behavior of aged men (v.2). 
3.  The behavior of aged women (v.3). 
4.  The behavior of young women (v.4-5). 
5.  The behavior of young men: To be sober minded (v.6). 
6.  The behavior of teachers and young ministers: To set a good example (v.7-8). 
7.  The behavior of Christian workmen (v.9-10). 

  
1.  THE SOURCE OF GOOD BEHAVIOR: TEACH SOUND DOCTRINE (v. 1). 

  
This point is in contrast to the false teachers just covered in the former passage (Titus 1:10-16). The 

word "sound" means wholesome and healthy. Therefore, sound doctrine means the doctrines and 
teachings of God's Word—the wholesome and healthy teachings of God's Word in contrast to the 



diseased teachings of false teachers. The teachings of false teachers will only implant a cancerous disease 
into the human heart and result in death and destruction. Therefore, the exhortation to Titus was urgent, 
and it is urgent to every minister of God. The health and destiny of God's people and of the church are at 
stake. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Preach and teach sound doctrine—the teachings of God's Word. Do not preach and teach your 

own ideas or opinions nor the latest fads of theology. Do not add anything to the Word of God nor 
take anything away from it. Take the teachings of God's Word in all their soundness and preach 
and teach them. 

  
"But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of 

men" (Matthew 15:9). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Strange as it may seem to some of us, not every Sunday school class is taught by a Christian 

believer.  A striking example of two worlds found their way under the roof of one particular 
church. 

  
Otis had one of the biggest Sunday School classes, drawing a wide variety of 

people.  There was standing room only in his class.  Why did the people come?  A lot of it 
had to do with his personality.  He was a very friendly and charming man who knew how 
to mix in humor at the right time.  Otis was a master of the punch line.  His topics for 
discussion came right out of the weekly newspaper.  His current events format was 
considered by many to be  more relevant than a book that was more than 2,000 years old 
(the Bible). 

At the other end of the educational wing, Marsha's class was the only Bible class 
offered by the church.  When her class began, those who attended where in the minority 
because they had a deep hunger to study the Bible.  Instead of just hearing Otis' opinions, 
they wanted to know God's opinion. 

Over the course of time and because of Marsha's faithfulness to teach even a few, the 
class outgrew its space and had to move to a bigger room.  In the final analysis, a lot of 
people went through Otis' class.  But few people were changed, really changed for 
Christ.  Real change, eternal change, took place in Marsha's class.  The lost were saved 
and believers grew in faith.  The reason?  Marsha's lessons came from the Book of Life—a 
Book that changes the reader. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Is sound doctrine really essential for the believer? Why? 
2.  Can a body of believers thrive and survive when they are not hearing sound doctrine? 
3.  What kinds of things happen to people who are teaching and hearing the Word of God 

regularly? 
  

2.  THE BEHAVIOR OF AGED MEN (v. 2). 
  
What are elderly men to be like in the world? How are they to live? Six traits are given. 
1.  Elderly men are to be sober: temperate and moderate. It is the opposite of over-indulgence in 

anything such as eating, drinking, recreation, or whatever. 
  

"Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober [controlled]" (1 
Thes. 5:6). 



  
2.  Elderly men are to be grave: serious, honorable, worthy, reverent, noble. It has to do with 

seriousness of purpose and life. It is the opposite of being flippant and shallow, non-purposeful and 
uncommitted. Elderly men are to be men of such strong purpose and behavior that they inspire reverence 
and awe. Elderly men are not to enter a second childhood and act like children. 

  
"But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be 

added unto you" (Matthew 6:33). 
  
3.  Elderly men are to be temperate: sober-minded, self-controlled, disciplined, able to curb desires 

and emotions. Elderly men are to have minds that are sound, sensible, and chaste—minds that have 
complete control over all sensual desires. Neither age nor retirement gives the elderly a right to live a life 
of license, neither in drink, eating, sex, recreation, travel, play nor in any other area of life. The elderly 
who really know the Lord are not to waste time and squander their life away. Too many people—
children, men, women—are destitute, poor, hurting, and dying from hunger, poor housing, loneliness, 
emptiness, and sin. They need to be ministered to. 

  
"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 

meekness, temperance: against such there is no law" (Galatians 5:22-23). 
  
4.  Elderly men must be sound (healthy) in the faith: this means to be strong in the Christian faith—in 

one's faith in Christ and in the Word of God and its promises. They are to love God and His Word more 
and more as the years pass, ever growing in faith. 

  
"Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 

Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he 
hath sent" (John 6:28-29). 

  
5.  Elderly men must be sound (healthy) in love. The kind of love which the believer is to have for all 

people is agape love, the great love of God Himself. The meaning of agape love is more clearly seen by 
contrasting it with the various kinds of love. There are essentially four kinds of love. Whereas the English 
language has only one word for love to describe all the affectionate experiences of men, the Greek 
language had a different word to describe each kind of love or affectionate experience. 

a.  There is passionate love or eros love. This is the physical love between sexes; the 
patriotic love of a person for his nation; the ambition of a person for power, wealth, or fame. 
Briefly stated, eros love is the base love of a man that arises from his own inner passion. 
Sometimes eros love is focused upon good and other times it is focused upon bad. It should be 
noted that eros love is never used in the New Testament. 

b.  There is affectionate love or storge love. This is the kind of love that exists between 
parent and child and between loyal citizens and a trustworthy ruler. Storge love is also not used 
in the New Testament. 

c.  There is an endearing love or phileo love. Phileo love is the love of a husband and wife 
for each other, of a brother for a brother, of a friend for the dearest of friends. It is the love that 
cherishes, that holds someone or something ever so dear to one's heart. 

d.  There is selfless and sacrificial love or agape love. Agape love is the love of the mind, of 
the reason, of the will. It is the love that goes so far... 

•  that it loves a person even if he does not deserve to be loved. 
•  that it actually loves the person who is utterly unworthy of being loved. 

  
6.  Elderly men must be sound in patience. Patience means endurance, fortitude, stedfastness, 

constancy, perseverance. The word is not passive; it is active. It is not the spirit that just sits back and puts 



up with the trials of life, taking whatever may come. Rather it is the spirit that stands up and faces life's 
trials, that actively goes about conquering and overcoming them. When trials confront a man who is truly 
justified, he is stirred to arise and face the trials head on. He immediately sets out to conquer and 
overcome them. He knows that God is allowing the trials in order to teach him more and more patience 
(endurance). 

⇒  He learns to be patient with people no matter what they do. 
⇒  He learns to be patient in trials no matter how severe they are. 

  
"For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might 

receive the promise" (Hebrews 10:36). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What is the opposite of soberness?  What is an example of something a non-sober 

person would likely do? 
2.  How do you feel when you see an older man who does not act his age?  Why would he 

behave this way? 
3.  What can a person do to have self-control?  Is this God's will for all His children?  In 

what ways do you struggle with self-control? 
4.  What are some natural results of a person studying the Scriptures over the course of a 

lifetime? 
5.  What is the greatest challenge you face in making God's love real in your life?  Why? 
6.  All of us tend to want patience now!  What is the ultimate goal of patience? 

  
3.  THE BEHAVIOR OF AGED WOMEN (v. 3). 

  
What are elderly women to be like in the world? How are they to live? 
1.  Elderly women are to be holy: reverent, devout, different and set apart in purity of behavior and 

thought. They are to live and move about in a spirit of holiness and be focused upon sacred things. 
Matthew Henry says that elderly women are to keep "a pious [holy] decency and decorum in clothing and 
gesture, in looks and speech, and in all their deportment [behavior]."  

  
"As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your 

ignorance: but as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation; because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy" (1 Peter 1:14-16). 

  
2.  Elderly women are not to be false accusers: slanderers, talebearers, gossipers, persons who talk 

about others, stirring up mischief and disturbance. This is so terrible a sin that the devil himself is called 
the slanderer. 

  
"If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth 

his own heart, this man's religion is vain" (James 1:26). 
  
3.  Elderly women are not to be given over to much wine. 
4.  Elderly women are to be teachers of good things: this refers to their ministry within their own 

home. Elderly women are to live such godly lives that they teach by their very example and testimony 
within the home. Note: they are to teach the young women how to live for Christ in a sinful and 
corruptible world. 

  
"That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their 

children" (Titus 2:4). 
  



QUESTIONS: 
1.  Do you think in today's world an older woman can live a holy life?  What special 

challenges does she face? 
2.  How can an older woman protect herself from becoming a slanderer? 
3.  What treasures would an older woman who is a true believer have, treasures that she 

could share with a younger woman?  Are these treasures squandered or used in your church? 
  

4.  THE BEHAVIOR OF YOUNG WOMEN (v. 4-5). 
  
What are younger women to be like in the world? How are they to behave as they walk day by day? 

Eight traits are given. 
1.  Young women are to be sober (see Titus 2:2 for discussion). 
2.  Young women are to love their husbands. Note: this particular command is to young women, which 

means that her marriage is a young marriage. The only way a young married couple can become united 
and bound together and have the kind of life they desire is by loving each other. Therefore, the young 
wife must love her husband... 

•  with a selfless and unselfish love. 
•  with a giving and sacrificial love. 
•  with a quiet and peaceable love. 
•  with a love of the will as well as of the heart. 
•  with a love of commitment as well as of affection. 

The word used here for love actually stresses affection, care, tenderness, warmth, and feelings. The 
young wife is to have affection for her husband. 

  
APPLICATION: 
A young wife may live in a mansion and have the finest furnishings—she may be the most 

beautiful woman in the world and have the very best wardrobe—she may have a husband who 
loves her ever so dearly—but if she does not love her husband, they are both unhappy and often 
miserable. A young woman is to learn to love her husband. Christ can help her and teach her to 
love him. 

  
"Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if a man would 

give all the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned" (Song 8:7). 
  
3.  Young women are to love their children. There is no greater call or task on earth than that of being 

a mother. William Barclay points this out in descriptive language: 
  

"It is the simple fact that there is no greater task and responsibility and privilege in this world 
than to make a home....In the last analysis there can be no greater career than the career of 
homemaking. How many a man, who has set his mark upon the world, has been enabled to do so 
simply because there was someone at home who cared for him and loved him and tended him. It is 
infinitely more important that a mother should be at home to put her children to bed and to hear 
them say their prayers than that she should attend all the public and Church meetings in the 
world. 

"It has been said that consecration is that which makes drudgery divine; and there is no place 
where consecration can be more necessarily and beautifully shown than within the four walls of 
the place which we call home. The world can do without its committee meetings; it cannot do 
without its homes; and a home is not a home when the mistress of the home is absent from it."  

  



Despite the great call and privilege of motherhood, there are two problems about this command that 
must be covered—the problems of child abuse and of putting profession before children. Oliver Greene 
states it well: 

  
"This verse seems unnecessary—and yet it is very important. Most animals will fight and die to 

protect their young, but some men and women are so totally depraved that they lose all respect 
and love for their own flesh and blood—their children [cp. child abuse]. The aged saints are to 
teach the younger women to love their children. Any precious mother with a baby in the home has 
a full time job twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. No other person will ever love your 
child as you love it if you are a true mother. No other person can train and discipline that child as 
you will if you are a true mother. No person can take the place of a mother; therefore, mothers 
should love their children above fame, fortune, beauty, houses, or social prestige. Children should 
come first in the heart of a mother; and she should forsake all except her husband to give her love, 
time, and attention to her children. The best friend any child will ever have on the face of this 
earth is a godly, consecrated mother who loves him."  

  
"Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth" 

(1 Tim. 2:4). 
  
4.  Young women are to be discreet: this is the same Greek word translated temperate in Titus 2:2. 

Simply stated, young women are not to live a life of license within the home or out in public: partying, 
drinking, overeating, indulging in any sense of the word. They are to curb their desires and emotions. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Why does God require such a demanding commitment of the young woman toward her 
husband?  If she obeys God, what blessings will come her way? 

2.  What is the world's view of motherhood?  How does it conflict with that of Scripture? 
3.  In what way can a young woman remain discreet?  How will this go against the world's 

expectations for her? 
  
5.  Young women are to be chaste: pure morally and sexually; to be pure in thought and act. 
  

"But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath 
committed adultery with her already in his heart" (Matthew 5:28). 

  
6.  Young women are to be keepers or workers at home: homemakers. No better exposition of this 

command could be given than that written by Oliver Greene: 
  

"This does not mean that the wife is never to go out of the home, never to take part in any 
outside interests; but she is not to neglect the duties of the home in order to participate in things 
outside the home. In other words, she is not to be better known outside the home than in the home, 
by her own husband and family. She is to be diligent at home—not lazy or slothful, not 
unconcerned about the home and the things pertaining thereto—but to give her best to the home, 
seeing that things are in order and that the home is kept as becomes a Christian. Young wives are 
not to omit their own duties and become 'busybodies' in others' affairs....Christianity puts the right 
kind of pride in the heart—and a woman who is a believer should take pride in her home, which is 
her castle. She should keep that home clean, neat, and presentable. A young married woman with 
a baby and a home, if she does her duty, has a full time job. 

"Dear ladies should never forget that God made woman to make this world a sweeter, brighter, 
happier place in which to live. Adam was lonely; his life was empty. He found not a helpmate as 
he named the animals. Therefore, God removed a rib from Adam's side and made Eve and gave 



her to Adam to be his helpmate. God did not give Eve to Adam for his slave. Wives are not to be 
chattels or slaves. They are to love and esteem their husband, their children, love their home and 
be diligent in that field. A young woman who is not willing to make a home for her husband and 
her family should stay single. 

"Husbands are commanded to love their wives as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself 
for it; and in like manner, wives are commanded to be in subjection to their own husbands, 
because the husband is the head of the wife even as Jesus is the head of the Church (Ephes. 
5:25ff). Therefore, Christianity is the patron of domestic virtues....There can never be a great 
local church without great Christian families; and there will never be a great Christian family 
without Christian fathers and mothers—not only Christian in word, but in deed and in truth. Great 
homes make great churches; great homes and great churches make great nations. A Christian 
home is a place of contentment—a place of peace; and when domestic duties are neglected, the 
home suffers severely. Regardless of how much a mother may do outside the home, whatever self-
denial and zeal she may contribute to outside interests, and regardless of how much good she may 
accomplish outside the home, if she neglects her home she has brought reproach upon 
Christianity. The duty of a Christian mother is first to her home, and these other interests must be 
secondary."  

  
"Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbor's house; lest he be weary of thee, and so 

hate thee" (Proverbs 25:17). 
  
7.  Young women are to be good: of the highest quality and character; virtuous through and through; 

kind, good-natured and caring. There is no vice, no dirt or pollution in her life; she is pure and clean, of 
the highest character. She is not an idle person, going from house to house being a gossiper and 
busybody. She is purposeful, moving in and among people doing good, showing care and kindness, 
helping people wherever she can (cp. 1 Tim. 5:13). 

  
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). 
  
8.  Young women are to be obedient to their own husbands. There is to be a partnership and order 

between men and women. Neither is independent of the other. Both are from the other, and the 
relationship that exists between them has come from God. 

  
"Nevertheless neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman without the 

man, in the Lord. For as the woman is of the man, even so is the man also by the woman; but 
all things of God" (1 Cor. 11:11-12). 

  
There is neither male nor female in God's eyes. He sees both men and women as one, each as 

significant as the other. 
  

"There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:28). 

  
a.  When God talks about man being the head of the woman, He is not talking about ability 

or worth, competence or value, brilliance or advantage. God is talking about function and order 
within an organization. Every organization has to have a head for it to be operated in an 
efficient and orderly manner. There are no greater organizations than God's universe, His 
church, and His Christian family.  Within God's order of things there is a partnership, but every 
partnership must have a head, and God has ordained that man is the head of the partnership. 



b.  The great pattern for the wife to follow is Christ and the church. Christ is the head of the 
church. This simply means that Christ has authority over the church. So long as the church 
lives by this rule, the church experiences love and joy and peace—orderliness—and it is able to 
carry out its function and mission on earth to the fullest. So it is with the husband; he is the 
head of the family, the ultimate authority in the family. The wife is to be submissive to that 
authority just as the church is to be submissive to Christ. So long as she and the rest of the 
family live by this rule, the family experiences love, joy, and peace—orderliness—and it 
fulfills its function and purpose on earth. This, of course, assumes that the husband is fulfilling 
his part in the family. As in any organization, each member must do his part for the 
organization to be orderly and accomplish its purpose. 

c.  The husband is the savior of the body just as Christ is the Savior of the church. Christ is 
the great Protector and Comforter of the church. So the husband is to be the protector and 
comforter of the wife. By nature, that is, by the constitution and build of the body, the husband 
is stronger than the wife. Therefore, in God's order of things, he is to be the main protector and 
comforter of the wife. These two functions are two of the great benefits which the wife receives 
from a loving husband who is faithful to the Lord. 

  
"Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not 

the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation [behavior, 
conduct] of the wives" (1 Peter 3:1). 

  
Note why young women must live and behave as God says: that the Word of God will not be 

blasphemed, that is, dishonored, reproached and slandered. The young woman who professes Christ but 
does not live for Him brings reproach upon God's Word. How? It stirs the world to think within their 
minds:  

  
"There must be no power in the Word of God, no power to change lives—no power to give 

love, joy, peace, and hope. There must be no advantage to believing Christ and to trusting the 
promises of God's Word. The promises mean nothing to this hypocritical young woman—not 
enough to stir her to follow Christ. Therefore, there must be nothing to this thing called 
Christianity. The promises of the Word of God must be meaningless and powerless. They have 
made no difference in her life." 

  
But note: this is not true. The Word of God is alive and powerful; it does change lives (Hebrews 4:12). 

The problem is with some wives: they just... 
•  do not spend time in genuine study of God's Word, learning how they are to live. 
•  do not spend time in genuine prayer, asking God to help them to live victorious lives 

over the temptations and trials of this life. 
•  do not discipline their lives nor control their tongues as the Word of God demands. 

The result is, of course, the charge of hypocrisy, and the Word of God is reproached and slandered. 
  

APPLICATION: 
What an indictment against a young lady: being a hypocrite and being the cause for the Word 

of God being blasphemed. 
  

"Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest 
thou God? For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you" 
(Romans 2:23-24). 

  
QUESTIONS: 



1.  What can a young woman do to remain pure?  What special challenges does she face in 
today's world? 

2.  What is a "homemaker"?  Why is this a place of great honor? 
3.  What are some qualities of young woman you know who are good? 
4.  How does Scripture describe God's order for the home?  Why are roles so important to 

God?  What happens when those roles are not being fulfilled by the right people? 
  

5.  THE BEHAVIOR OF YOUNG MEN (v. 6). 
  
Note that only one exhortation is specifically directed to young men. This is not because they are more 

saintly and need fewer instructions (smile, young men), nor because they are less important and merit less 
attention and space in God's Word. Remember: Timothy was a young man, so what is said to him in the 
next two verses applies to young men as well. All young men are included in the exhortations to Timothy. 

  
The specific exhortation to young men is to be sober-minded: temperate, controlled, disciplined, 

restrained; curbing emotions, passions, and desires. It means to have a mind that is sound, sensible, and 
focused upon pure and clean thoughts and meaningful things. It means to control one's mind and life and 
to keep them focused upon the purpose, meaning, and significance of life. It means to control everything 
in life. This is critical for young men. Three reasons tell us why. 

1.  The bodies of young men are becoming more and more sexually alive as they move on toward 
middle age. Attraction and passion increases and stirs the young man to pay attention to the opposite sex. 
This is normal and natural; it is the way God has chosen to cause young men and women to become 
attracted to each other and to marry and carry on the human race. But always remember this: this is the 
very reason for this exhortation. Young men must control themselves. They must be men—real men—
noble and honorable, disciplined and controlled, keeping themselves pure for the sake of their family and 
for Christ and His church. Passion can engulf a young man and drown him and his family if he is married.  

2.  The young men are discovering themselves and searching for and finding their place in society. 
Three of the biggest decisions ever made have to be made when a man is young: 

⇒  the decision of leaving home: when to leave home and take on the total responsibility 
for oneself and perhaps a family. 

⇒  the decision of marriage: who and when to marry and to take on a family. 
⇒  the decision of employment or profession: what work to do in life. 

  
Youth—up until middle age—is usually a seeking and an unsure time for young men, a time when 

they have to fight to secure their place in the world. This is the reason for the charge: young men must 
control themselves. 

⇒  The urge to attack, run over, bypass, neglect, ignore, and abuse people in order to move 
ahead must be controlled. 

⇒  The urge to back off, fall into line, go along, and compromise must be controlled. 
Young men are not to lose their vitality and energy, ambition, and dreams. They are to seek to 
move ahead and to make the greatest contribution they can both for society and Christ. But 
they are to stay under control and not do it in a rampaging, passionate, and inconsiderate way. 

3.  Young men are full of vision and dreams and energy, but they lack experience. The result is that 
they often become reckless and inconsiderate and unfeeling. And they often make mistakes. This is the 
reason for this charge: young men must be adventuresome and must pursue their dreams with all the 
energy they have, but they must be sober-minded, self-controlled, and disciplined as they move forward 
in life. 

  
"Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober [controlled]" (1 

Thes. 5:6). 



  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Who helps you to control your thought life?  Whether you are old or young, man or woman, all 

of us are often at the mercy of thoughts that are planted by the devil.  The thought is not where the 
sin lies—that is temptation.  The sin comes when that thought is entertained and kept in the secret 
closet of the heart. 

  
Two young Christian men saw a need for accountability to someone.  They both loved 

the Lord and their families.  So they agreed to meet once a week and ask each other these 
hard questions.  Before they met each week, these five questions kept them on their 
spiritual best behavior: 

1.  Describe your relationship to God this past week. 
2.  What did you wrestle with in your thought life? 
3.  Are you in the center of God's will? 
4.  Are your relationships growing? 
5.  Have you been fully truthful in answering the first four questions? 

  
Was their accountability to each other a waste of time?  Was it really an act of 

weakness?  Looking at it from a Scriptural standpoint, they proved to be very smart and 
courageous men who knew their weaknesses.  It takes a brave man to look another man in the eye 
and not only ask the hard questions but answer them as well. To whom are you accountable? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Apply these five accountability questions to your own life: 
a)  Describe your relationship to God this past week. 
b)  What did you wrestle with in your thought life? 
c)  Are you in the center of God's will? 
d)  Are your relationships growing? 
e)  Have you been fully truthful in answering the first four questions? 

2.  Why is it so important for the Christian believer to control his mind? 
3.  What traps do most young Christian men face?  How can they guard themselves? 

  
6.  THE BEHAVIOR OF TEACHERS AND YOUNG MINISTERS (v. 7-8). 

  
Remember: these two verses can be made a continuation of the charge to young men (Titus 2:6). What 

are young ministers or teachers to be like in the world? How are they to behave? Five traits are given. 
1.  Young ministers and teachers are to be a pattern of good works. The word "pattern" literally means 

to make an impression with a die, to mold or form, to strike an impression. Therefore, it means that the 
young minister and teacher must be a model example of good works. This can be forcefully stated in 
several ways: 

⇒  He must live what he preaches. 
⇒  His behavior must match his teaching. 
⇒  His life must not tear down what his words build up. 
⇒  His deeds must show the light which he proclaims. 
⇒  His example must be his first concern; his instruction must be his second concern. 

Teaching others is a necessity, but being an example to others is an absolute essential. Words mean 
nothing without the behavior to back up the words. When people see a life that is strong and full of love, 
joy, peace, and righteousness, they are far more likely to receive Christ and to live righteous lives 
themselves. 

  



APPLICATION: 
People have a right to expect the minister and teacher to live what they preach and teach. The 

great tragedy is that too few live what they profess. Too few pray—really pray—and too few 
really study the Scriptures devotionally, and even fewer consistently witness and share Christ with 
the lost. The great cry of God is for ministers and teachers who will live like they should and who 
will be a pattern, a dynamic example of good works. This is the only way laymen will ever 
become the witnesses for Christ that they should. 

  
"Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it 

be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden 
under foot of men" (Matthew 5:13). 

  
2.  Young ministers and teachers are to be a pattern in doctrine and teaching. As stated above, living 

for Christ and being a dynamic pattern of good works is always to precede preaching and teaching, but 
preaching and teaching are important as well. In fact, if a person is truly living for Christ, he will preach 
and teach; he will share Christ. But note this: how a person preaches and teaches is critical. There is a 
right way and a wrong way to preach and teach. 

a.  Young ministers and teachers are to be uncorrupted; that is, they are to have pure 
motives and teach a pure doctrine. The young minister or teacher faces enormous temptations 
in his preaching and teaching, especially the temptation to impress people and win their 
approval and favor. How does this happen? By thinking about preaching and teaching in order 
to show one's... 

•        
teaching 
ability 

•        
charisma 

•        
education 

•        
authority 

•        
intelligence 

•        
insight 

•        
mastery of the 
language 

•        
knowledge 

  
There is one other temptation that professional ministers and teachers in particular face, a 

temptation that must be guarded against at all times. That is the temptation to use the ministry 
as a means of livelihood. There is the temptation to hold back on the message of God, on what 
should be done, lest the people disapprove and one's livelihood be affected. 

The ministers and teachers of God must be uncorrupted; they must have pure motives every 
time they walk into the pulpit and classroom. They must preach and teach only for the purpose 
of reaching and ministering to people. They must not deviate from preaching the pure doctrine 
of God's Word; they must be true to the Holy Scripture (cp. 2 Tim. 3:16). 

b.  Young ministers and teachers are to preach and teach with gravity and sincerity, that is, 
with dignity and seriousness. This does not mean that a preacher or teacher... 

•  is above others. 
•  is more important than others. 
•  is more highly privileged than others. 
•  is to be elevated in the minds of others. 
•  is to hold position over others. 

Dignity does not mean a sense of privilege, but a sense of responsibility. The minister and 
teacher of God must be aware that he is duty-bound to proclaim the message of God to a lost 
and dying world. To preach and teach with gravity, dignity and seriousness means... 



•  to esteem the message of God's Word with the highest regard. 
•  to have the strictest regard for the truth of God's Word. 
•  to be honest and above reproach in proclaiming God's Word. 

  
Note that the focus is not the preacher or teacher. It is the doctrine and message of God's 

Word. The preacher and teacher proclaims it with gravity, dignity, and seriousness. 
c.  Young ministers and teachers are to preach and teach with "sound words." The word 

sound means healthy and whole. The message must be true to God's Word, for only God's 
Word can make people sound, healthy, and whole. 

Note the two results of living for Christ and of preaching and teaching for Christ. 
⇒  The preacher and teacher cannot be condemned. Others may accuse him, but 

the accusation will be false and God will know the truth. 
⇒  Opponents to the preacher or teacher will be put to shame by their gossip and 

accusations. If the preacher or teacher suffers, he will suffer because of the evil doing 
of others, not because he has done evil. 

  
"If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a 

good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good 
doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained" (1 Tim. 4:6). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  You are an example in everything you do—either a good example or a bad one. In what 
ways can you be a better example? 

2.  What motivates you to be an example for others to follow? 
3.  In sharing the gospel, how important is it to keep your motives pure?  How can you be 

assured of remaining pure? 
4.  In evil, corrupt, and immoral societies, what encouragement does Titus 2:8 give the 

believer to share the true gospel? Shouldn't this make all of us more bold in witnessing? 
  

7.  THE BEHAVIOR OF CHRISTIAN WORKMEN (v. 9-10). 
  
The Christian workman refers to an employee, a servant, a slave. There were millions and millions of 

slaves in the Roman Empire during the days of Paul, perhaps over sixty million. The gospel was bound to 
reach many of these, and the churches all over the Empire were bound to be filled with slaves. For this 
reason, the New Testament has much to say to slaves (1 Cor. 7:21-22; Col. 3:22; Col. 4:1; 1 Tim. 6:1-2; 
Titus 2:9-10; 1 Peter 2:18-25 and the whole book of Philemon are written to a slave). However, slavery is 
never directly attacked by the New Testament. If it had been, there probably would have been so much 
bloodshed the scene would have been unimaginable! The slave owners and government would have... 

•  attacked the church, its preachers and believers, seeking to destroy such a doctrine. 
•  imprisoned and executed any who refused to be silent about such a doctrine. 
•  reacted and killed all the slaves who professed Christ. 

  
Note five instructions governing the behavior of Christian workmen. 
1.  The Christian workman is to be obedient. He is to follow the instruction of the person over him. 

Note: he is to obey "in all things." In the workplace there is to be no instruction that is not to be obeyed. 
This, of course, does not mean he is to obey orders that are contrary to the teaching of the Lord and 
damaging to His people and creation. However, it does mean that the Christian workman is to do what he 
is told to do when he has been given the privilege of a job, the privilege... 

•  to earn a livelihood and provide for himself and his family. 
•  to serve humanity through providing some needed product or service. 



•  to earn enough to help meet the desperate needs of the world and to carry the gospel to 
the world. 

  
The attitude of the Christian workman is that the energy and effort he puts into his job is important to 

the Lord.  
2.  The Christian workman is to go beyond the call of duty: he is to actually please his master in all 

things. This includes such things as... 
•  attitude: he has an attitude of appreciation for the job and for the livelihood it provides 

him. 
•  spirit: he shows commitment and loyalty, eagerness and diligence in his work. 
•  thoughts: he thinks about his work, how to improve and be more efficient. 
•  talk and words: he builds up the company and the work it does. 
•  relationships: he seeks to build good relations with all fellow employees and 

management. 
•  work and labor: he is on time and gives a full day of labor plus some. He actually seeks 

to increase his own productivity and that of the whole workplace. He helps the company when 
extra effort or hours are needed and goes well beyond what is required. 

  
3.  The Christian workman does not answer back, talk back, or contradict his manager (master). He 

recognizes the need for orderliness and for levels of supervision in order to get the job done. Therefore, he 
follows the instructions of those above him in order to get the job done. 

4.  The Christian workman does not steal. The Greek word actually stresses the stealing of small, petty 
items. How many have stooped to stealing, to doing what so many in the world do. How many feel that 
they are not getting what is due them, therefore, they are justified in taking a little here and a little there. 
The Christian workman is not to steal—not ever. 

5.  The Christian workman is to show all fidelity, that is, trustworthiness, loyalty, and faithfulness. The 
manager (master) is to know that he can depend upon the Christian workman in all that he does. 

6.  The Christian workman is to adorn the doctrine of God in all things. What a beautiful, descriptive 
way to state this truth! The Christian workman is to dress himself with the teachings of God so that 
wherever he walks or moves, the teachings of God are clearly seen. Therefore, everyone in the workplace 
who looks at him sees that he is adorned and dressed in the teachings of God. 

  
APPLICATION: 
William Barclay makes a point that every Christian workman needs to note: 

  
"It may well be that the man who takes his Christianity to his work with him will run 

into trouble; but, if he sticks to it, he will end by winning the respect of all men. 
"E.F. Brown tells of a thing which happened in India. 'A Christian servant in India was 

once sent by his master with a verbal message which he knew to be untrue. He refused to 
deliver it. Though his master was very angry at the time, he respected the servant all the 
more afterwards and knew that he could always trust him in his own matters.' 

"The truth is that in the end the world comes to see that the Christian workman is the 
only workman worth having. In one sense, it is hard to be a Christian at our work; in 
another sense, if we would try it, it is much easier than we think, for there is not a master 
under the sun who is not desperately looking for workmen on whose loyalty and efficiency 
he can rely."  

  
"Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no 

work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou 
goest" (Eccles. 9:10). 



  
ILLUSTRATION: 
One of the greatest opportunities God gives His people is in the workplace.  Our jobs provide 

the forum to present the claims of Christianity in a very graphic way—through our very lives. 
  

The pressure to conform to the "rules of the game" pressed on Randy's mind.  Randy 
was a businessman who owned a paint and body shop.  A lot of his business came from 
winning state and federal bids.  If he did not win any bids, he would soon be out of 
business. 

On one particular day, Randy bid on a contract that would have provided plenty of cash 
to operate his business.  Much to his disappointment, he lost the bid by several thousand 
dollars to a company in another state.  As he re-studied his bid, something just did not add 
up.  He felt that the company that won the bid must have used the wrong specifications or 
done some misfiguring, and if so, they were going to take a huge loss.  Randy took the risk 
of being misunderstood and called the sales representative who won the bid.  "I've looked 
at my figures and the job specifications.  Are you sure your bid is right?"  The sales 
representative had met Randy at a trade show a few years earlier and had been impressed 
by his character.  While other men were cutting corners with the truth, Randy had always 
been very up-front with him.  As he checked back over his figures, his heart sank into his 
stomach.  "Randy, thank you for watching out for me.  This would have ruined my 
business.  There is still time for me to call and cancel my bid." 

  
Randy could have done several things.  He could have... 

•  ignored the terrible mistake of his competitor. 
•  taken advantage of the situation for his own gain. 
•  ridiculed his competitor. 

  
But Randy did the right thing.  Being a competitor did not excuse him from doing what was 

right—even in the workplace.  What set of rules do you follow in the workplace? 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What basic principle is to govern the behavior of Christian workmen? 
2.  How is it possible to be submissive and honest in such a competitive and self-serving 

atmosphere at work? 
3.  What kind of witness do you have where you work?  Are you an encouragement—a 

dynamic testimony—to your employer?  How can you continue to sharpen your witness at 
work? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
God has placed great expectations on all true believers.  You are not your own.  You belong to 

Christ.  You have no right to follow the world's creed of "If it feels good, do it."  Instead, the Word of 
God is to govern your behavior.  In it you find... 

  
1.  The source of good behavior: teach sound doctrine. 
2.  The behavior of aged men. 
3.  The behavior of aged women. 
4.  The behavior of young women. 
5.  The behavior of young men. 
6.  The behavior of teachers and young ministers. 
7.  The behavior of Christian workmen. 



  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
 Study 2:  MESSAGE 2: THE GRACE OF GOD 
Text:  Titus 2:11-15 
Aim:  To grasp just how amazing God's grace truly is. 
Memory Verse: 
"For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men" (Titus 

2:11). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
How amazing is God's grace to you? 
All of you have probably had at least one flat tire on your car.  It is very deflating to your plans when 

you have to change your flat.  These kinds of thoughts probably flood your mind: "I haven't got time for 
this...I'm going to be late...Why me Lord?...How far can I drive on this thing?"  But driving your car with 
a flat tire will cause further damage to your wheel.  And so you spend the needed time to change your 
tire.  However, as you open your trunk, you quickly realize that the spare tire is just as flat as the one on 
your car.  You are unprepared, helpless, stranded.  There you sit—unable to help yourself. 

As other cars race by, you wonder how long you will have to sit until help comes.  Finally, a police car 
pulls up behind you and the policeman offers his help.  He is prepared for just such emergencies, and 
before long your tire is changed and you are on your way again. 

At times, the Christian life can go through a similar setback.  You can be rolling along fine in life and 
suddenly things go wrong; you find yourself unprepared and helpless.  Does that mean you cannot 
recover?  No, but when you cannot help yourself, you need the help of someone else to continue on your 
way.  What keeps you going?  It is the grace of God.   

What is the work of the grace of God? How does God's grace work in the life of the believer? This is 
the subject of this great study: the grace of God in the life of the believer. Note five significant points. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  The grace of God brings salvation (v.11). 
2.  The grace of God teaches us how to live (v.12). 
3.  The grace of God teaches us to look for the return of the great God, our Savior Jesus Christ 

(v.13). 
4.  The grace of God is demonstrated in the death of Christ (v.14). 
5.  The grace of God is a message to be proclaimed through preaching, encouraging, and 

rebuking (v.15). 
  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(2:11-15) Grace: is probably the most meaningful word in the language of men. The Bible means 

something far more than men mean by grace. To men the word "grace" means three things. 
1.  Grace is that something, that quality within a thing that is beautiful or joyful. It may be the 

fragrance of a flower, the rich green of the grass, the beauty of a lovely person. 



2.  Grace is anything that has loveliness. It may be a thought, an act, a word, a person. 
3.  Grace is a gift, a favor that someone might extend to a friend. The favor is always freely done, 

expecting nothing in return, and the favor is always done for a friend. 
However, when the early Christians looked at what God had done for men, they had to add a deeper 

and much richer meaning to the word grace. For God had saved sinners, those who had acted against 
Him. Therefore, grace became the favor of God showered upon men—men who did not deserve His 
favor. Grace became the kindness and love that God freely gives to His enemies—men who are... 

•  "without strength" (Romans 5:6). 
•  "ungodly" (Romans 5:6). 
•  "sinners" (Romans 5:8). 
•  "enemies" (Romans 5:10). 

No other word so expresses the depth and richness of the heart and mind of God. This is the distinctive 
difference between God's grace and man's grace. Whereas man sometimes does favors for his friends and 
thereby can be said to be gracious, God has done a thing unheard of among men: He has given His very 
own Son to die for His enemies (Romans 5:8-10). (See John 21:15-17; Ephes. 2:8-10.) 

a.  God's grace is not earned. It is something completely undeserved and unmerited. 
  

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God: not of works, lest any man should boast" (Ephes. 2:8-9). 

  
b.  God's grace is the free gift of God. God extends His grace toward man. 

  
"Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus" (Romans 3:24). 
  

c.  God's grace is the only way man can be saved. 
  

"If through the offence of one [Adam] many be dead, much more the grace of 
God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto 
many" (Romans 5:15). 

  
4.  Grace means all the favors and gifts of God. It means all the good and perfect gifts of God, all the 

good and beneficial things He gives us and does for us, whether physical, material, or spiritual (James 
1:17). 

  
"In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 

riches of his grace" (Ephes. 1:7). 
  

1.  THE GRACE OF GOD BRINGS SALVATION (v. 11). 
  
What does the grace of God mean? Among men grace means the favor and blessing that one person 

bestows upon another person. But God's grace means something far more. God's grace is the grace that 
brings salvation to man. God's grace is Jesus Christ, the gift of the Savior to the world. God's grace, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, saves the person... 

•  who is in rebellion against God. 
•  who curses God. 
•  who stands against God. 
•  who opposes God. 
•  who sins against God. 
•  who lives contrary to God. 



•  who lives an ungodly life. 
•  who is lonely. 
•  who is empty. 
•  who is without strength. 
•  who has any lack or need. 
•  who is without purpose and meaning. 

  
God's grace, the Lord Jesus Christ, reaches down to those who have rejected God: who are doing their 

own thing and living like they want; it reaches down to those who ignore and neglect God and pay little 
attention to what God says. 

The point is this: God's grace, the gift of His Son to the world, is not deserved. God's grace is not 
merited. No person deserves the favor of salvation that is in Christ. There are three reasons why we do not 
deserve God's grace. 

1.  We come short of God's glory in that we sin. God does not sin or go contrary to His law, but we do. 
We sin and transgress God's law. God never acts against the His glory and nature, but we do. We do all 
kinds of things against the glory of God's nature; we often shame and curse, neglect and ignore, abuse and 
reject Him. God dwells in the glory of His perfection; we live in the shame of corruption. Stated as simply 
as possible: we come short, ever so short, of God's glory. 

  
"For all have sinned, and come short of God's glory" (Romans 3:23). 

  
2.  We come short of God's glory in that we die. God does not die, but we do. The glory of God's 

nature is that He lives forever, but not us. The shame of our nature is that we die; we do not live forever. 
We have to go through the terrible and agonizing and painful experience of death. We come ever so short 
of God's eternal glory. 

  
"For the wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23). 

  
3.  We come short of God's glory in that we have violated the laws of heaven and are doomed to the 

prison and judgment of hell. When we die, we do not cease to exist. We exist forever. The very fact that 
we come short of God's glory makes us short of heaven. We are not perfect; therefore, we are not fit to 
live in a perfect place, that is, in heaven. We are doomed and judged to live outside heaven, away from 
God's presence in a place called hell. And we must always remember why: if we choose to live without 
God in this present world, then we condemn ourselves to live without God in the next world. If we reject 
the privilege of living with God in this world, then we reject the right to live with God in heaven. 

  
"And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear 

him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell" (Matthew 10:28). 
  
But this is the glorious news. God's grace, the Lord Jesus Christ, has brought salvation to us. God's 

grace, the gift of His own dear Son, saves us from sin, death, and hell. We do not deserve it, but God 
loves us beyond imagination. He has given His very own Son for us—to save us. He did it because He is 
gracious. His very nature is the embodiment of grace, of favoring and blessing those who do not deserve 
it. And note: His salvation is for all men—no matter who they are nor what they have done. The person 
may be a murderer such as Paul or an adulterer such as David, but God's grace is sufficient to cover any 
and all sins. God will save any person. His grace, the Lord Jesus Christ who brings salvation, is now 
available to all men. All men can now be saved—saved from sin, death, and hell—no matter who they 
are. 

  



"And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved" (Acts 2:21). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How can you deserve the grace of God?  In what ways have you tried?  Why has every 
attempt to earn God's favor and approval ended in failure? 

2.  Why do you not deserve God's grace? 
3.  How does trusting Christ make God's grace real to you? 

  
2.  THE GRACE OF GOD TEACHES US HOW TO LIVE (v. 12-13). 

  
Grace teaches us to do three things. 
1.  God's grace, the Lord Jesus Christ, teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, that is, to 

reject, renounce, give up, and have nothing to do with ungodliness and worldly lusts. 
a.  Ungodliness: anything that is not like God, not holy, righteous or pure; anything that 

does not honor God by word or deed, that does not show reverence and worship toward God; 
anything that does not obey God, that violates God's commandments and goes against His will, 
that does not honor and praise Him. 

  
"Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless 

and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for 
murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, for whoremongers, 
for them that defile themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured 
persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine" (1 Tim. 
1:9-10). 

  
b.  Worldly lusts: all the desires of this world that are not fit for heaven and could not be 

presented to God; all the desires that push us away from God; all the desires and lusts of the 
world that stir us... 

•  to look when we should not look. 
•  to do when we should not do. 
•  to get more when we should give more. 
•  to be selfish and vicious when we should be sacrificial and kind. 
•  to be sensual and immoral when we should be disciplined and pure. 
•  to seek the recognition of men when we should seek the recognition of God. 

  
c.  Worldly lusts are those desires that crave the possessions of this world, that attach us to 

this world, and that will remain in this world when we leave it. We will go away and move on, 
but they will be left behind. 

d.  Worldly lusts are the desires that crave the sensual and selfish pleasures of this world, the 
very things that we would never want God to see. 

  
The grace of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, teaches us to deny worldly lusts and to give up and turn away 

from everything that we cannot take with us and present to God when we meet Him face to face. 
  

"For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or 
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" (Matthew 16:26). 

  
2.  God's grace, the Lord Jesus Christ, teaches us to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present 

world. 



a.  Soberly: self-controlled, temperate, and disciplined. It is restraining desires, lusts, and 
appetites. It is never giving in to excess—to the lust for more and more. It is controlling 
everything and using it for its proper purpose: 

⇒  It is controlling the desire for sex and using it for marriage. 
⇒  It is controlling the desire for food and using it for health. 
⇒  It is controlling the desire for material things and using it to meet both the 

needs of one's own family and the desperate needs of the world. 
  

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law" 
(Galatians 5:22-23). 

  
b.  Righteously: doing right, treating others like we should, doing good to them, giving them 

their due share. What an indictment! How selfish we are in our hoarding and banking while a 
world dies from starvation, disease, war, evil, and sin. Every person is due his share. We are to 
live righteously, giving and seeing to it that every man is treated rightly, that every man 
receives his due share. If they are well-off physically and materially, we are to treat them 
righteously, just like we would want to be treated. If they are needy, poor, destitute, hungry, 
diseased, lonely, bed-ridden, and sinful, we are to do right toward them and meet their needs. 
They are to receive their due share of this earth just as we are. 

  
"Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the 

glory and praise of God" (Phil. 1:11). 
  

c.  Godly: to be like God; to live as God would live on this earth; to live in the 
consciousness that the believer's body is the very temple of God. It is living just like God says 
to live, obeying Him in all things. 

  
"But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, 

godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness" (1 Tim. 6:11). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Do you think it is possible to live a godly life without the grace of God?  Why or why 

not? 
2.  What kinds of things do you have to guard against—to avoid, to stay away from—in 

your daily life? 
3.  Have you ever failed to treat others with respect and dignity?  What can you do to 

improve in this area of your life? 
  

3.  THE GRACE OF GOD TEACHES US TO LOOK FOR THE RETURN OF THE 
GREAT GOD, OUR SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST (v. 13). 

  
This is a great verse on the coming again of the Lord Jesus Christ. The blessed hope and appearing of 

our Lord Jesus Christ are not two different things; the blessed hope is the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He shall appear in all the glory and majesty of His Being. What will be so blessed about His 
return? The word "blessed" means to be filled with happiness, prosperity, richness, benefits, the highest 
good—all the great and glorious benefits imaginable. Therefore, the blessed hope of the Lord's return is to 
be filled with all that you can imagine and more... 

•  all the happiness imaginable and more. 
•  all the prosperity imaginable and more. 



•  all the richness imaginable and more. 
•  all the benefits imaginable and more. 

  
If you can imagine the highest good and all the richness of life possible, the appearing of the glory of 

the Lord Jesus Christ will be that and more—much more.  
1.  The return of Jesus Christ will mean a glorious union: we shall see Christ for the first time and be 

united with Him forever (John 14:3). 
  

"Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord" (1 Thes. 4:17). 

  
2.  The return of Jesus Christ will mean a glorious reunion: the dead in Christ shall arise and we who 

live shall be reunited with our loved ones and friends forever. 
  

"The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: and if 
children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with 
him, that we may be also glorified together" (Romans 8:16-17). 

  
3.  The return of Jesus Christ will mean a glorious transformation of body: we shall receive our new 

incorruptible and eternal bodies. 
  

"So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in 
incorruption: it is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised 
in power: it is sown a natural body: it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and 
there is a spiritual body" (1 Cor. 15:42-44). 

  
4.  The return of Jesus Christ will mean a glorious life of happiness: we shall receive perfect joy and 

freedom from trials, pain, suffering, evil, and death. 
  

"Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath 
ears to hear, let him hear" (Matthew 13:43). 

  
5.  The return of Jesus Christ will mean a glorious remaking of the heavens and earth: we shall receive 

a perfect world of love, joy, and peace. 
  

"Because the creature [creation] itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God" (Romans 8:21). 

  
6.  The return of Jesus Christ will mean a glorious reward. 
  

"Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that 
love his appearing" (2 Tim. 4:8). 

  
7.  The return of Jesus Christ will mean an eternity of ruling and reigning: we shall receive the position 

and responsibility of serving Christ through all eternity. 
  

"And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as 
his work shall be" (Rev. 22:12). 

  
8.  The return of Jesus Christ will mean a glorious dwelling place and mansion. 



  
"In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 

prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also" (John 14:2-3). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
How eager are you for the return of Christ?  Is it just a passing thought or are you like this little 

child? 
  

Mary idolized her older brother Johnny.  He always took time with her and made her 
feel special.  But she was only five years old and Johnny was twenty.  One day Johnny put 
her on his lap and said, "Mary, I've got to go and work at a job that is a long way from 
home.  I'll be gone for a long time, but I promise I'll come home again.  One day I'll walk 
right down the sidewalk and grab hold of you as  soon as I see you.  Don't forget to watch 
for me." 

After a good cry, they hugged and then Johnny turned and walked away.  Mary peered 
with her nose to her window until he disappeared.  As the months went by, she made it a 
regular habit to press her nose on her window and strained to look for Johnny. 

Mary did not get much encouragement from some of her family: "Johnny won't come 
back for a long, long time.  Why don't you go play and have fun?"  "Because he promised 
me he would come back," Mary would say with all the conviction a five year old could 
produce. 

Through the weeks and months, Mary remained faithful to keep her eyes open, looking 
for the return of her dear brother.  And then it happened on a day just like any other 
day.  Mary's nose was pressed to the window as she fixed her eyes down the road that ran 
in front of her house.  As she stared through the window, a tiny speck caught her 
attention.  As the speck grew larger, she could see it was Johnny!  He was not walking, he 
was running to the house.  Johnny wanted to see Mary as much as she wanted to see 
him.  After grabbing her in his arms he asked, "Have you been watching for me like I asked 
you to?" 

  
That is the same question Jesus will ask His children, "Have you been watching for My return 

like I asked you to do?" 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Why is it so important for you to keep the promised return of Christ in the fore-front of 

your mind? 
2.  In what ways does the promise of His return affect the way you spend your time?  What 

adjustments do you need to make today? 
3.  How confident are you of Christ's promised return?  How can you keep this promise 

alive in your heart? 
  

4.  THE GRACE OF GOD IS DEMONSTRATED IN THE DEATH OF CHRIST (v. 14). 
  
What does this mean? It means that Jesus Christ died for us. The word "for" means that He died in our 

behalf, for our sake, in our place, as our substitute. It means that Jesus Christ took our sins upon Himself 
and paid the penalty for them. He bore the verdict, the condemnation, and the punishment of our sins for 
us. 

Jesus Christ died for us as our substitute, and because He died for us we never have to die. This is 
what Scripture means when it says that Jesus Christ gave Himself for us. This is how God demonstrated 
His grace to the world: He gave His Son to die for the sins of men. 



  
"But God commendeth [demonstrated] his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). 
  
But note a most critical point: why Jesus Christ died for us. He died for us for three critical reasons. 
1.  Christ died to redeem us from all iniquity. We are guilty of iniquity, that is, of what has just been 

covered—ungodliness and worldly lusts, lawlessness, disobeying and transgressing the law of God. We 
are sinners—short of God's glory—and we cannot keep from sinning and being short of God's glory. We 
have been kidnapped, captured, and captivated by lawlessness and imperfection. Therefore, we need to be 
redeemed, that is, set free and delivered. The ransom needs to be paid so that we can be delivered and set 
free. This is why Jesus Christ gave Himself for us: to redeem us. The death of Jesus Christ was our 
ransom. His death sets us free from sin. How? God accepts His death for our death. When we believe that 
Christ died for us—really believe—God accepts our belief as the death of Jesus Christ. God takes our 
belief and counts it as the death of Jesus Christ. This means that we have already died, that we actually 
died with Christ when He died. God identifies us with Christ, with His death. Therefore, we are set free 
from sin and its penalty. We are delivered from the penalty of sin which is death. By faith in Jesus Christ 
we are redeemed, that is, set free from sin and death. 

  
"Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus" 

(Romans 3:24). 
  
2.  Christ died so that He might have a peculiar people, a very special people as His own possession. 

This is seen in the word "peculiar." The word means set apart, possessed over and above, especially 
selected and reserved for. When a person really grasps what Jesus Christ has done for him, that person 
can only surrender all he is and has to Christ. The person wants to follow and serve Christ, to do all that 
Christ says. The person separates himself from the world, sets his life apart to follow Christ. Christ then 
takes the person and by the power of the Holy Spirit sets the person apart to be His own very special 
possession. Through the death of Jesus Christ, the believer becomes the very special possession of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
"But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 

that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light" (1 Peter 2:9). 

  
3.  Christ died to stir good works. Again, when a person really grasps what Jesus Christ has done for 

him, the person is stirred to give his life to Christ—to do all he can to serve Christ and to tell everyone in 
the world that the Savior has come to save men. The believer works and works, doing all the good he can 
to reach everyone he can with the glorious message of redemption. 

  
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Is it even possible to grasp all God has done for you?  The grace of God becomes even clearer 

when you realize how low Christ stooped to save you. 
  

A farmer named Buck wanted to know how to get to heaven.  He had heard different 
things from different people, but he wanted to know for sure. On one of his trips to town, 
Buck stopped by to see his friend Larry, the mechanic, whose Christian witness was known 
to almost everyone.  "Larry, tell me what I need to do to get to heaven."  Larry welcomed 
the opportunity to answer the farmer's question. 



"Buck, if you fell into a deep, dark pit, broke your legs ,and were unable to get out, 
what kind of help would you need?"  It didn't take Buck long to respond.  "I'd want 
somebody to come down and get me out."  "Exactly" said Larry.  "If a person came by who 
went strictly by the law, he would yell down something like this: 'You have no business 
being in this pit.  You should have kept your eyes open and watched where you were 
walking. You fell in by yourself, so figure out how to get out by yourself.  Work and work 
and eventually you will make it.  If you ever get out, I hope you'll learn your lesson.'  And 
he would politely excuse himself and walk on.  If someone came by who believed you have 
to work your way to heaven, he would yell down, 'If you can climb up half way, I'll help 
pull you the rest of the way up.'  Buck, what good are either of these men to you?"  "Why, 
none at all" said Buck.  "They haven't done me a bit of good." 

"Buck, I'll tell you exactly what you need.  You need a man who will not condemn you 
for being in the pit.  You need a man who will not force you to climb out by yourself.  You 
need a man who will go down into the pit and lift you out.  That man is Jesus Christ.  Only 
Christ can save you.  He has gone down into the pit of your sinful heart and pulled you 
out.  He willingly died in your place.  That is the kind of help you need.  That is the kind of 
Savior you need. 

  
God's grace runs deep.  No matter how dark the pit, no matter how deep the sin, Christ has 

demonstrated His grace with His sacrifice on the cross.  His grace is at work even today for those 
who have fallen into the pit of sin.  If you are in that pit, do not cry out for the legalist or for the 
one who makes you work your way out.  Instead, cry out for the One who can lift you out—the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
"I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. He 

brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a 
rock, and established my goings. And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even 
praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD" (Psalm 
40:1-3). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Think for a moment.  Why did Jesus Christ die for you? 
2.  What is the relationship between His dying for you and your living for Him?  In what 

ways can you live for Him? 
3.  In what ways does man attempt to save himself?  Why are these bound to fail? 

  
5.  THE GRACE OF GOD IS A MESSAGE TO BE PROCLAIMED THROUGH 

PREACHING, ENCOURAGING, AND REBUKING (v. 15). 
  
Grace is to be proclaimed in three ways. 
1.  We are to speak forth the grace of God: preach, teach, and bear witness to it. There is no argument 

about the grace of God, about the Lord Jesus Christ; God does love the world. He has sent His Son into 
the world. Therefore, we are to speak forth the message of His grace—of the Lord Jesus Christ—utilizing 
every method of speech there is, and we are to do it day by day. 

  
"Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life" (Acts 5:20). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Scripture clearly instructs the believer to proclaim the grace of God.  Grace cannot be 

accurately proclaimed if the proclaimer has never experienced God's grace.  Listen carefully to 
this story. 



  
The setting is a modern-day ranch.  The wealthy father and his two sons, Pete and 

Ernie, were well-known in the county in which they lived. 
Like a lot of wealthy boys, Pete and Ernie took their father's wealth for granted.  They 

were young adults who longed for the day when Dad would set them up in their own 
business.  With a good investment from Dad, they could enjoy the good life—without 
having to keep Dad's rules. 

Pete was the bold brother.  One day he decided to approach his father and state his 
case.  "Dad, I'm ready to go it alone.  I really need to spread my wings and fly.  I know I'm 
in your will, but I don't want to wait until you die to get my start in business.  I want it 
now." 

Pete's father agreed to his son's request and gave him the money he demanded.  Pete 
wasted no time enjoying his inheritance.  He gave no thought to how he spent his 
money.  Before long, Pete crashed in a heap of financial ruin.  After he had wasted his last 
dime in a terrible investment, Pete decided to declare bankruptcy.  He had nothing to show 
for the time and money he had spent.  He thought about going home for awhile as a hired 
hand.  As he thought about going home, he tried to anticipate his father's response: "See!  I 
told you so.  You wanted to do things your own way.  You've made your bed—now sleep in 
it!"  His brother Ernie was the pious one.  Pete could just hear him say, "Pete, eat your 
heart out.  You are broke and I'm rich.  I might consider giving you a job at minimum 
wage." 

Despite the response he imagined receiving, he decided to go back home and take his 
chances.  As Pete walked down the long, straight drive to his father's ranch, he noticed a 
man running toward him.  He soon recognized the man as his Dad. 

Before Pete had a chance to figure what was going on, his father cried out, 
"Pete!  Welcome home.  I've really missed you." "Dad, did you hear what 
happened?"  "Son, I know all about it.  Anybody can make a mistake," said Pete's father in 
comforting tones.  "Dad, I need a job.  I'll take anything you've got." 

The father laughed with joy.  "I'll tell you what I've got for you.  A job you'll be proud of 
and a beautiful new horse.  I want you to have it.  And you've got to be hungry.  Let me tell 
the cook to prepare the biggest cow on the ranch.  We're going to have a party!" 

Pete was taken aback.  "Dad, I don't understand.  I don't deserve any of 
this.  Why?"  "Because I thought I had lost you forever.  I've always loved you and I always 
will.  Welcome home!"  From that moment on, Pete became a much-sought-after speaker to 
those who needed to hear his story of grace. 

What kind of brand did the father's ranch have?  It was grace.  And unless God's grace 
has branded your heart, you'll never be able to share it with others. 

  
Have you been branded by God's grace? 

  
2.  We are to exhort people in the grace of God. The word exhort means to encourage. People are 

lonely, empty, without purpose, discouraged, distressed, and without hope. They need to hear the glorious 
message of God's grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ, and they need to hear about the wonderful life God 
gives us now and eternally—all through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
"Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 

longsuffering and doctrine" (2 Tim. 4:2). 
  
3.  We are to rebuke people in the grace of God. There is no excuse for men rejecting the grace of God 

in their sin. God has done too much for us in Christ Jesus His Son. A man is a fool to reject eternal life, 



the glorious redemption and hope that Christ gives. Men need to be told the truth, rebuked and put under 
conviction by our rebuking them in the grace of God. 

  
"Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he 

repent, forgive him" (Luke 17:3). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  In what ways can you proclaim the grace of God to others? 
2.  How can you rebuke someone for rejecting God's grace without being judgmental? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
Once you realize all God's grace has done for you, it is even more important that you share that 

knowledge with others.  Can you tell someone just how amazing God's grace is?  God's grace will 
become a reality to them just as it did you once they understand: 

  
1.  The grace of God brings salvation. 
2.  The grace of God teaches you how to live. 
3.  The grace of God teaches you to look for the return of the great God, your Savior Jesus 

Christ. 
4.  The grace of God is demonstrated in the death of Christ. 
5.  The grace of God is a message to be proclaimed. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
 Study 3:  MESSAGE 3: THE CIVIC DUTIES OF A BELIEVER 
Text:  Titus 3:1-2 
Aim:  To become a positive and godly influence in your community. 
Memory Verse: 
"Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to 

be ready to every good work" (Titus 3:1). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
Can you as a Christian believer make a difference in your community?  And if so, what difference can 

you make?  Instead of withdrawing from your culture, you are to impact it.  After all, you are called the 
salt of the earth [that which preserves] and the light of the world [that which shows the way].  Listen for a 
moment to these ancient words which contrast the Christian faith with other false religions. 

  
"Christians are not differentiated from other people by country, language, or customs; you see, 

they do not live in cities of their own, or speak some strange dialect...They follow local customs in 
clothing, food, and the other aspects of life.  But at the same time, they demonstrate to us the 
unusual form of their own citizenship. 



"They live in their own native lands, but as aliens...They marry and have children just like 
everyone else, but they do not kill unwanted babies.  They offer a shared table, but not a shared 
bed...They obey the appointed laws and go beyond the laws in their own lives. 

"They love everyone, but are persecuted by all.  They are put to death and gain life.  They are 
poor and yet make many rich...They are marked and bless in return.  They are treated 
outrageously and behave respectfully to others. 

"When they do good, they are punished as evildoers; when punished, they rejoice as if being 
given new life.  They are attacked...as aliens and are persecuted by...[the world]; yet those who 
hate them cannot give any reason for their hostility."  

  
The thrust of this passage is not the rulers of government and their behavior; the thrust is the believer 

and his duty to the state. Usually the believer can do little about how the authorities in government 
conduct their affairs, but the believer can do a great deal about his behavior as a citizen within the state. 
And God is very, very clear about the believer's behavior. Keep in mind that such terrible leaders as the 
emperor Nero were ruling when God led Paul to give these instructions to Titus and the believers on the 
island of Crete. Six duties of the Christian citizen are clearly spelled out. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  He is to obey the laws (v.1). 
2.  He is to do good works (v.1). 
3.  He is not to speak evil (v.2). 
4.  He is not to be belligerent or hostile (v.2). 
5.  He is to be gentle (v.2). 
6.  He is to be meek (v.2). 

  
1.  HE IS TO OBEY THE LAWS (v. 1). 

  
Note the double command: "to be subject" and "to obey." This is strong; God expects believers to keep 

the command. All civil authority is to be obeyed, the laws of your local community as well as the laws of 
your state and nation. Why is this so important? The reason is self-evident; it is perfectly clear: without 
law and the keeping of the law society would be in utter chaos. 

⇒  Lawlessness would run wild. 
⇒  No one would be safe to walk the streets. 
⇒  People would have to live behind closed doors. 
⇒  Abuse, attacks, murder, and war would be a constant threat. 
⇒  No property would be safe. 
⇒  There would be no public roads, transportation, water, sewage, or electrical systems, 

for there would be no law to collect taxes. And even if there was, no one would honor it. 
⇒  There would be no military police or fire protection for the same reason. 

  
Without law and the keeping of the law there can be no society and no community, no life together, no 

bond to tie people together. Law, rulers and their authority, are an utter necessity to keep people from 
becoming wild beasts in a jungle of unrestrained selfishness and lawlessness. 

Chaos is not God's will for the world; law and order are God's will. God wills men to live in a world of 
love, joy, and peace—a world of perfect law and order. Therefore, the believer is to set the example: he is 
to obey the rulers and the laws of his community and nation. He is to show how loving and joyful, 
peaceful and wonderful life can be if people will obey God and obey the civil authorities of this world. 

  
"Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the 

powers that be are ordained of God" (Romans 13:1). 



  
ILLUSTRATION: 
What would your community be like if the civil laws were not enforced?  It is not hard to 

imagine the chaos that would develop...the pain that would be experienced...if you were above the 
laws.  God has a very good reason why His children are to obey the laws of their 
community.  Timothy Munyon writes: 

  
"While living in Florida, I had several friends who worked cleaning rooms at a 

nationally known inn located directly on the white sands of the Gulf of Mexico.  They spent 
their work breaks running barefoot in the sand.  The problem was the inn required all 
employees to wear shoes at all times while working.  I noticed the employees responded in 
one of two ways. 

"The majority thought the rule restricted their freedom.  The rooms had shag carpeting, 
delightful to the bare toes, and just a few steps away lay the beach.  To them the rule to 
wear shoes was nothing more than employer harassment. 

"But a minority of the employees looked at the rule differently.  Sometimes late night 
parties would...[leave] small pieces of broken glass.  Occasionally a stickpin would be 
found hidden in the deep shag piles.  Some knew the pain of skinning bare toes on the steel 
bed frame while making a bed.  This minority saw the rule as protection, not restriction."  

  
And so it is with believers.  Those who choose to disobey the laws will suffer the pain and 

consequences.  Those who choose to abide by the laws will enjoy God's protection and 
approval.  To rebel against the laws of your community [those laws that do not contradict God's 
law] is to rebel against God Himself. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Since your ultimate authority is God, do you really need to obey the laws enforced by 
the world? 

2.  What is to be your response to the laws of the land? 
3.  What laws would a believer have a difficult time obeying?  How should you handle a 

law that is contrary to God's teaching? 
  

2.  HE IS TO DO GOOD WORKS (v. 1). 
  
He is to work and serve within his community for the good of all citizens, and he is to work and serve 

diligently. The word "ready" means to be willing; to be prepared; to jump and be the first to diligently 
serve the community. And note: it is "every good work" that he is to be ready to do. Good works do not 
refer only to church work; it refers to the day by day employment of people and to the volunteer and 
service needs of a community. Every community is filled with needs, the needs of the lonely, poor, shut 
in, elderly, orphaned, homeless, sick—an innumerable list of needs that cry out for community attention. 
It is the duty of Christian citizens to take the lead in reaching out to meet these needs. The Christian 
citizen is to be ready and diligent, taking the lead in every good work within the community and nation. 
Keep in mind that a person's employment, his day to day job, is a major work that contributes to society. 
No matter how mundane, routine, and unimportant a person may feel his work is, it is not. It is very 
significant, for it contributes and helps to meet the needs of his fellow citizens and community. 

  
"And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all 

sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work" (2 Cor. 9:8). 
  

QUESTIONS: 



1.  What opportunities do you have in your community to do good works?  Have you 
placed a high priority on doing any of these? 

2.  In what ways does the Lord use your job as a blessing to others? 
3.  What ministries does your church do to reach out to your community? 

  
3.  HE IS NOT TO SPEAK EVIL (v. 2). 

  
No citizen is to be slandered, verbally abused, or torn down. God's ideal for society is this: all citizens 

working together to build up and enrich the lives of each other, their community, and their nation. If a 
person, ruler or citizen, is working to build us up, why would we speak evil of him? We know that in day 
to day practical living, we live in an evil world where some citizens are selfish and greedy, while others 
commit some terrible and atrocious acts. It is this that causes chaos in society. 

But note: the Christian citizen is not to speak evil against any citizen, not even an evil ruler. The 
answer to reaching evil people is not cursing, reviling, slandering, criticizing, or tearing them down. 
Verbal abuse only causes more evil—active retaliation. The only answer to reaching an evil citizen is to 
reach out to him in kindness, trying to lead him to change and live the way he should as a contributing 
citizen to the community. But note this: reaching out to evil people and not speaking evil against them 
does not mean that we do not use firm, strong, and warning words. We are never to give license to evil 
nor to indulge the selfish and sinful acts of people.  We are to speak with authority and strength against 
evil and untruth. We are to warn, and the community is to back up the warning with just control, even if it 
means imprisonment. 

The point is this: there is no place in a just society for citizens speaking evil against each other. 
Cursing, reviling, slandering, and railing at each other is not the way to help those in rebellion against 
God, government, and man. The way to help is to reach out with kindness; and then if kindness fails, to 
reach out with strong, authoritative warnings—and then back up the warning. There is never a place for 
evil speaking. Christian citizens are to take the lead in speaking kind and strong words, words that warn 
against selfish and evil behavior. 

  
APPLICATION: 
What an indictment against society! Even more, what a terrible indictment against those who 

speak evil against others within the church! 
  

"Whoso privily [secretly] slandereth his neighbour, him will I cut off: him that 
hath a high look and a proud heart will not I suffer" (Psalm 101:5). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How careful are you at guarding your tongue?  Are you more prone to edify or criticize 
others?  Why? 

2.  In what circumstances would you be likely to speak evil of someone?  Why is it 
important not to speak evil of others? 

3.  God can use your words to bless instead of curse.  But how can you speak kindly about 
someone who has really done some wrong or evil act? 

  
4.  HE IS NOT TO BE BELLIGERENT OR HOSTILE (v. 2). 

  
The Christian is not to be a fighting, contentious person; not to be a person who is always walking 

around looking for an argument or fight; not to be a person who walks around with a chip on his shoulder 
looking for some controversy or argument; not to be so opinionated and stubborn that everyone else is 
always wrong; not to be a person who is always criticizing or talking about others, stirring up trouble, 
disturbing feelings, and causing division. The Christian citizen is to be the very opposite: meek and 
peaceful. This, of course, does not mean that the Christian citizen does not speak up for what is right; he 



does. And he is strong in his stand, refusing to give in to the license and indulgence of evil. But he seeks 
peace where it is possible, and he seeks to lead others to be peaceable. 

  
"Strive not with a man without cause, if he have done thee no harm" (Proverbs 3:30). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How do you think God wants you to respond if someone is picking a fight with you or 
trying to stir up trouble? 

2.  Most of us exhibit the traits of a brawler sometime or another. What is the key to 
overcoming these bad qualities? 

  
5.  HE IS TO BE GENTLE (v. 2). 

  
The word gentle is difficult to translate into English. It is translated as forbearance, reasonableness, 

consideration, agreeableness, courtesy, patience, or softness. It means that there is something better than 
mere justice—a gracious gentleness. Christian citizens are to be gentle and forbearing in dealing with 
other citizens. 

  
APPLICATION: 
The last thing that we must do is to criticize, condemn, censor, neglect, and ignore citizens. We 

must reach out to the people of the world with the gospel, and we must treat them with a loving 
gentleness. We must be gentle, having absolutely nothing to do with harshness. Too many of us 
are harsh and critical or neglectful and withdrawn. Too many of us are wrapped in the cloak of 
religion having nothing to do with reaching out to the lost. The desperate need of the hour is for us 
to reach out with the gospel in a spirit of love and gentleness. 

  
"Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel 

against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye" (Col. 3:13). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What qualities would you find in a Christian citizen who was gentle?  Are any of these 

qualities in you?  Which ones do you need to cultivate? 
2.  Would you consider yourself to be an approachable person?  Do the lost and needy feel 

they can come to you for help—spiritual or otherwise?  Why or why not? 
3.  Have you failed to be gentle today?  What can you do to become more gentle? 

  
6.  HE IS TO BE MEEK (v. 2). 

  
The word meek means to be gentle, tender, humble, mild, considerate, but strongly so. Meekness has 

the strength to control and discipline, and it does so at the right time. 
a.  Meekness has a humble state of mind. But this does not mean the person is weak, 

cowardly, and bowing. The meek person simply loves people and loves peace; therefore, he 
walks humbly among men regardless of their status and circumstance in life. Associating with 
the poor and lowly of this earth does not bother the meek person. He desires to be a friend to 
all and to help all as much as possible. 

b.  Meekness has a strong state of mind. It looks at situations and wants justice and right to 
be done. It is not a weak mind that ignores and neglects evil and wrong-doing, abuse and 
suffering. 

⇒  If someone is suffering, meekness steps in and does what it can to help. 
⇒  If evil is being done, meekness does what it can to stop and correct it. 



⇒  If evil is running rampant and indulging itself, meekness actually strikes out in 
anger. However, note a crucial point: the anger is always at the right time and against 
the right thing. 

c.  Meekness has strong self-control. The meek person controls his spirit and mind. He 
controls the lusts of his flesh. He does not give way to ill-temper, retaliation, passion, 
indulgence, or license. The meek person dies to himself, to what his flesh would like to do, and 
he does the right thing—exactly what God wants done. 

  
In summary, the meek man walks in a humble, tender, but strong state of mind; he denies himself, 

giving utmost consideration to others. He shows a control and righteous anger against injustice and evil. 
A meek man forgets self and lives for others because of what Christ has done for him. 

⇒  God is meek. 
  

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law" (Galatians 5:22-23). 

  
⇒  Jesus Christ was meek. 

  
"Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and 

ye shall find rest unto your souls" (Matthew 11:29). 
  

⇒  Believers are to be meek. 
  

"Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such 
an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted" 
(Galatians 6:1). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
Some people think of themselves as God's gift to the world.  A meek person is not this way at 

all.  Listen carefully to this story about an American general. 
  

"General Grant was stricken with a fatal illness.  As he approached the end of his life, 
he felt his need of the Saviour and His sustaining presence.  He called for a 
minister.  Simply the minister presented the gospel to him.  'General,' he said, 'God in love 
sent the Saviour to seek and to save that which was lost.  If you will sincerely call upon 
Him from your heart, you will receive from Him mercy and abundant pardon!' 

"When the minister knelt and prayed, God opened the heart of the general and he was 
joyfully converted.  God cleansed his heart from sin.  The minister was elated.  'God's 
kingdom has gained a great acquisition in your conversion, General,' said the minister. 

"Immediately General Grant protested, saying, 'God does not need great men, but great 
men need God!  There is just one thing that I now greatly desire since Christ's great peace 
has come to me...'  'What's that, General?' asked the minister.  'I would like to live one year 
more so that I might tell others of this wonderful gift of God's love!'"  

  
What a display of meekness from such a great leader! How much more should we be meek! 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  How do you know if you are a meek Christian?  What can you do to be more meek? 
2.  The world views meekness as a character flaw.  How can you overcome this faulty 

view? 



3.  How does a biblical understanding of meekness help you to be meek? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
As a believer, you are a citizen of heaven, but you are also a citizen of this earth. While here on earth, 

you are to be a model citizen. God has given you a unique opportunity to make a difference in your 
community.  God's instructions to you are: 

  
1.  To obey the laws. 
2.  To do good works. 
3.  Not to speak evil. 
4.  Not to be belligerent or hostile. 
5.  To be gentle. 
6.  To be meek. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
 Study 4:  MESSAGE 4: LIFE WITHOUT GOD 
Text:  Titus 3:3 
Aim:  To arouse your memory: What life was like before Christ saved you. 
Memory Verse: 
"For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers 

lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another" (Titus 
3:3). 

  
INTRODUCTION: 
What do you look like first thing in the morning?  If you are like most people, you probably look 

pretty rough.  As you stare into the bathroom mirror (if you dare), you see your hair disheveled, maybe 
even dirty. Your eyes may be puffy or bloodshot. Your face lacks color and energy. In short, before you 
meet the public, your mission is to change what you see into what you want to be seen. 

Before Christ came into our lives, we looked pretty rough. We were living a life just like what is 
described here before we accepted Christ. This does not necessarily mean we were actively involved in 
every sin included in the list, but we are all guilty of at least some of these sins. And being guilty, we 
stand before God imperfect and short of His glory. Therefore, we need to be saved through the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This Scripture is a terrible picture of what life is like without God. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Man is foolish, disobedient, and deceived (v.3). 
2.  Man is a slave of lust and pleasure (v.3). 
3.  Man lives in malice and envy (v.3). 
4.  Man is full of hate (v.3). 

  
1.  MAN IS FOOLISH, DISOBEDIENT, AND DECEIVED (v. 3). 



  
1.  The word foolish means to be thoughtless, dull, senseless, and without understanding in spiritual 

matters; to be ignorant of God and unwise in dealing with God. 
Note that men sometimes call each other fools, using the word as a term of reproach. But believers are 

forbidden to call other persons fools; God wants no person reproached. But this is not the way the word is 
being used in the present passage. Scripture is simply saying that a person who denies, ignores, or 
neglects God is acting foolishly, very unwisely. 

⇒  He is thoughtless: not applying his thoughts to God, not thinking through the truth 
about God. 

⇒  He is dull: not being sharp in his thoughts about God. He is being sleepy-minded, slow, 
and sluggish toward God. 

⇒  He is senseless: not using good common sense about God. He is acting contrary to 
good common sense. He is deficient in his thoughts about God. 

⇒  He is without understanding: he does not grasp or comprehend God; he does not have 
the right ideas or thoughts about God. 

⇒  He is ignorant of God: he does not know God. He has not learned God—has not looked 
at, thought about, studied, nor met, walked and fellowshipped with God. 

⇒  He is unwise: he is acting contrary to wisdom; he is acting dangerously and foolishly. 
  
Scripture is as clear as it can be: the person who walks upon earth without God is foolish. And 

remember: we were one time foolish—all of us—every believer. We walked upon earth most unwisely, 
thinking little if any about God, ignoring and neglecting Him; and some of us even denied Him. 

But thanks be to God our Savior. He has saved us, and He will save any person no matter how foolish 
and ignorant of God he is. No matter how foolish and far away from God a person is, God will save him 
if he will just call upon the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
"The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are they, and have done 

abominable iniquity: there is none that doeth good" (Psalm 53:1). 
"See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise" (Ephes. 5:15). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
What conclusion would you draw about someone who took late-night walks down dangerous 

alleys—all alone?  You would rightly conclude that they were foolish.  Whenever anyone attempts 
to walk in this world without God, he is just as foolish. 

  
The story is told of a young man who was very rich.  He prided himself in being current 

on the latest social fads.  One such fad was a group following a man who challenged them 
to live life free from the lusts of the world. 

The young man made it a personal priority to meet the leader and inquire about 
joining.  After he asked a few questions, the leader said "Fine.  We'd love to have you join 
us.  We will expect your membership dues at once." 

"Membership dues?  Sure.  How much should I write my check for?" the rich young 
man asked.  The answer shocked him.  "If you want to join our group, go and sell all that 
you have and give the proceeds to the poor."  "You're kidding, aren't you?" the young man 
wished aloud.  His face dropped and he walked away.  Some who were there that day 
overheard him say "I don't need to join his group.  I can make it on my own." 

  
Every community and generation has its share of rich young rulers who choose to go it alone 

without Christ. Every one of them, without exception, are fools. 
  



Only God can turn a fool into a follower.  Which one are you? 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What things blind men from wanting to walk with God? 
2.  What traits does a foolish person possess? 
3.  How did God turn you, a former fool, into a follower? 

  
2.  The word disobedient means to refuse to obey by not doing what one should; to rebel against and to 

reject instruction; to refuse to be persuaded; to be obstinate against authority. Note a most significant fact: 
the charge is that man is disobedient in general; that is, he disobeys all authority: 

⇒  He disobeys parents, civil authorities, civil laws, and the natural laws of nature—
polluting and misusing everything about him. 

⇒  He disobeys the laws of personal duty as he walks day by day at home, in the 
workplace, and throughout his community. 

⇒  Most tragic of all, in fact the cause of all other disobedience, is that he disobeys God 
and His Word, the very Person who can save him and who has laid down the commandment 
of life for man. 

Man just comes short, disobeying all the laws and duties of life—not all the time, but sometimes. By 
nature, when a person wants something that is forbidden, he is drawn to go after it despite the fact that it 
is wrong and disobedient. He is simply drawn to disobey the law of God or the law of the land and the 
restriction of the parent. 

The point is this: all of us—every believer and every unbeliever—have walked in disobedience. We 
have all disobeyed authority; we have all been lawless and transgressed authority ranging from parents to 
God. We have come short—far short—of what we should have done. 

But thanks be to God our Savior, for He has provided the way for us to be forgiven. Our guilt and 
punishment for having broken the law of God and man can be completely removed from us. How? 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ. No matter how disobedient we have been—no matter how lawless we 
have been—God our Savior will forgive our transgressions. He will forgive them if we genuinely believe 
that His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, paid the punishment of our transgression when He died upon the 
cross. 

  
"Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him 

unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: and the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon 
a rock. And every one that heareth these sayings of mind, and doeth them not, shall be 
likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: and the rain descended, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the 
fall of it" (Matthew 7:24-27). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Once you become a Christian believer, can you still be disobedient? How? 
2.  Since you are saved, does it matter if you are disobedient? Why or why not? 
3.  What helps you to be obedient? 
4.  God has provided a way for the believer to be redeemed from a life of disobedience. 

What is the believer's responsibility in this? 
  
3.  The word deceived means to be misled and led astray. It means to be seduced away from God and 

the truth and from what is right. Man is so easily led astray that Scripture pictures him as a wandering and 
lost sheep. He is a sheep that must be sought after, found, and saved or else he will be destroyed by the 
wilderness of the world—destroyed because he was deceived and led away from the eternal pasture of 
God. Scripture teaches that man is seduced and led astray by several things. 



⇒  Man is seduced and led astray by immoral and seductive persons. 
  

"Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the 
poison of asps is under their lips" (Romans 3:13). 

  
⇒  Man is seduced and led astray by false teaching and false systems of religion. 

  
"And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 

For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many" 
(Matthew 24:4-5). 

  
⇒  Man is seduced and led astray by self. 

  
"For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth 

himself" (Galatians 6:3). 
  

⇒  Man is seduced and led astray by Satan. 
  

"Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth 
in him. When he speaketh a lie [deception], he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, 
and the father of it" (John 8:44). 

  
⇒  Man is seduced and led astray by evil, immoral, and unjust governments and states. 

  
"Woe to the bloody city! it is all full of lies and robbery; the prey departeth not" 

(Nahum 3:1). 
  

⇒  Man is seduced and led astray by sin. 
  

"That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is 
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts" (Ephes. 4:22). 

  
Remember the point of this verse: once we were all deceived. All of us had been led astray from God. 

But thanks be to God our Savior. He has found us and saved us, and He will find and save any person 
who will turn toward Him and call out for Him. God our Savior is searching for every person, not willing 
that any should perish. In fact, God is with the person at all times. All the person has to do is turn to God 
and call upon Him, and God will save him. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  In what ways are unbelievers deceived? Believers? 
2.  How can you protect yourself from deception? 
3.  Is the devil to blame for all deceptions? If not, who is? 

  
2.  MAN IS A SLAVE OF LUST AND PLEASURE (v. 3). 

  
1.  The word lusts means passionate cravings, desires, and urges; it means to have a yearning passion 

for.  
2.  The word pleasures can mean either good or bad pleasures. In the present context it means bad 

pleasures, desiring and indulging in worldly amusements and worldly delights.  



Every person knows what it is to have the flesh lusting after the pleasures and delights of this world, to 
have it yearning and yearning to lay hold of the pleasures and delights... 

•  of having more and more 
•  of having bigger and better 
•  of partying 
•  of lusting 
•  of intoxicating drugs 
•  of having power 
•  of exercising authority 
•  of indulging in food 
•  of having recognition 
•  of having money 
•  of owning property 
•  of having possessions 
•  of getting attention 
•  of attaining position 
•  of displaying fashion 

  
Man is enslaved by the things of the world, things that damage his body—that make him greedy and 

selfish—that destroy his spirit and doom him to destruction. 
But thanks be to God our Savior. He has saved us and delivered us from the enslavements of this 

world, the enslavements of lust and pleasure that destroy our bodies and souls. The wonderful news is that 
any person can be delivered from the destructive lusts and pleasures of this world. How? Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. If a person will turn away from the destructive lusts and pleasures and turn to Christ, 
God will deliver him. God will give him the power to conquer the lusts and enslavements of this world. 

  
"And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and 

are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection" 
(Luke 8:14). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What kinds of lusts do you struggle with?  What is the secret to overcoming these lusts? 
2.  What happens to the believer when he is set free from lusts and pleasures?  Have you 

experienced this kind of freedom? 
3.  When God frees you from lusts and pleasures, what must you do to remain free? 

  
3.  MAN LIVES IN MALICE AND ENVY (v. 3). 

  
1.  The word malice means evil disposition or evil in nature. It is a spirit full of evil and malice and 

injury, a character that is as evil as it can be. It is a person who always looks for the worst in other people 
and always passes on the worst about them. It is the person who so often ruins other people in reputation, 
body, mind, and spirit. It is a person so full of evil that he is always ruining others either by word or 
violence. There are some people who would not actively strike and harm a person, but everyone has 
experienced feelings against another person. The feelings arise from some argument or difference within 
the family, with a neighbor, or at work, school, or play. And the feelings were strong, so strong that one 
could care less if something bad happened to the person. And most people have even had feelings... 

•  that wished something bad upon others. 
•  that downgraded and tore down others. 

  



Tragically, these feelings even occur within families. People hold malice within their hearts; they 
could care less if something bad happened to others. But thanks be to God our Savior. He has provided 
forgiveness for this terrible sin—both forgiveness and deliverance. And He will forgive and deliver any 
person who turns away from his malice and bitterness against others and turns to Him. 

  
"But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication 

out of your mouth" (Col. 3:8). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Have you ever had malice in your heart? What types of things cause a person to feel 

such strong emotions? 
2.  Why is malice such a lethal tool?  How can it be rendered powerless? 
3.  Has anything happened this past week where malice surfaced in your heart?  How do 

you take control of these situations? 
  
2.  The word envy means that a person covets what someone else has, covets it so much that he wants 

it even if it has to be taken away from the other person. He may even wish that the other person did not 
have it or had not received it. We may look at people and envy their... 

•        
money 

•        
position 

•        
looks 

•        
possessions 

•        
popularity 

•        
clothes 

•        
social status 

•        
recognition 

•        
authority 

  
The results of envy are terrible; envy takes a terrible toll upon the life and body of a person. 

⇒  A person who envies does not have peace or happiness. He is dissatisfied with what he 
is and has, and is always wanting more and more of what others have. 

⇒  In addition to this, envy often drives a person into crime and lawlessness in order to get 
what he craves. 

⇒  On top of this, envy often leads to physical problems such as headaches, high blood 
pressure, and ulcers. 

⇒  Envy also causes emotional problems ranging from mild neurosis of depression to 
psychotic behavior. 

  
But thanks to be to God our Savior. He saves and delivers us from envy. Through Christ He gives us 

life, real life, and He satisfies our hearts and lives with pleasures forevermore (Psalm 16:11). 
  

"Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is 
not puffed up" (1 Cor. 13:4). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  In what ways can envy manifest itself in your life? 
2.  Why does envy ruin relationships? How can you guard your heart from envy? 

  
4.  MAN IS FULL OF HATE (v. 3). 

  
1.  A person without God is hateful; that is, he is worthy of being hated. This is the only time this 

terrible word is used in the Bible. It means to be worthy of being hated and counted as detestable. This is 
strong language, to think that we are worthy of being hated. What does this mean?  



⇒  It means the selfish, greedy, covetous nature of man is worthy of being hated—the 
nature that lies, steals, cheats, banks, and hoards while millions of others are dying from 
hunger, thirst, disease, cold, heat, sin, evil, and from the lack of the gospel which could save 
the whole world. 

⇒  It means the carnal and immoral nature of man is worthy of hatred—the nature that 
commits fornication and adultery, destroying homes and bodies through broken trusts, disease, 
and emotional and mental traumas—from which many never recover. 

The list could go on and on, but the point is clear: the behavior of man is very often worthy of being 
hated. But thanks be to God, for He has saved and transformed our hateful nature. He has taken our 
unloving nature and made new men out of us. And He will do it for any person who turns from living a 
selfish and worldly life and turns to Christ. God will transform any person who trusts and follows His 
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  
"These six things doth the LORD hate; yea, seven are an abomination unto him: a proud 

look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that deviseth wicked 
imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, a false witness that speaketh lies, and 
he that soweth discord among brethren" (Proverbs 6:16-19). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  If you were created in God's image, how can the Bible say you are worthy of being 
hated? 

2.  Many believers still have a difficult time forgiving themselves for their lifestyles before 
Christ saved them.  What comfort can you give them? 

3.  What attitude are you to have toward God, who loved you just as you were? 
  
2.  A person without God is the citizen of a world of hate, a world in which people hate one another—

a tragic and terrible fact, but a fact nevertheless. 
⇒  Race hates race 
⇒  Nation hates nation 
⇒  Employees hate employers 
⇒  Brothers hate brothers 
⇒  Wives hate husbands 
⇒  Children hate parents 

And on and on. No matter the race, color, creed, class, position, or standing—hate fills the human 
heart and consumes both man and his world. The result is the worst imaginable world, a world that is ever 
so beautiful yet is defiled by a human nature and behavior that defies all human explanation—a human 
nature that chooses to live in a world of... 

•        
war 

•        
murder 

•        
abuse 

•        
fighting 

•        
division 

•        
divorce 

•        
rape 

•        
theft 

•        
argument 

•        
lying 

•        
deception 

•        
slavery 

  
But thanks be to God our Savior. He has saved us and provided an escape for us through His Son, the 

Lord Jesus Christ. We can be delivered from the hatred of the world and receive a life of love, joy, and 
peace—a life that will go on and on forever. 

  



"Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins" (Proverbs 10:12). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
A person who is hateful will by definition do hateful things.  A person who is full of hate and 

refuses to become yielded to Christ is like a bomb waiting to explode.  In a 1994 article, "Wars' 
Lethal Leftovers Threaten Europeans," Associated Press reporter Christopher Burns wrote: 

  
"The bombs of World War II are still killing in Europe. They turn up—and sometimes 

blow up—at construction sites, in fishing nets, or on beaches fifty years after the guns fell 
silent.  'Hundreds of tons of explosives are recovered every year in France alone. Thirteen 
old bombs exploded in France last year, killing twelve people and wounding eleven,' the 
Interior Ministry said. 

"'I've lost two of my colleagues,' said Yvon Bouvet, who heads a government team in 
the...region that defuses explosives from both World War I and II....'Unexploded bombs 
become more dangerous with time,' Bouvet said. 'With the corrosion inside, the weapon 
becomes more unstable, the detonator can be exposed.'"  

  
Hatred is a lit fuse that will detonate every sin in the human heart.  There is only one person 

who can safely deactivate this deadly bomb called hate.  It is Jesus Christ Himself.  Christ threw 
His life on sin and embraced its lethal effects. 

  
"For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made 

the righteousness of God in him" (2 Cor. 5:21). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Is the most hateful person beyond the love and forgiveness of Christ?  Do you know a 

hateful person who needs His touch?  Will you commit to pray for him? 
2.  What role can your church play in opposing hate in your community?  What role can 

you play? 
3.  How can you protect yourself from feelings of hatred toward others? 

  
SUMMARY: 
  
Just as it is rarely a pleasant sight to look in the mirror first thing in the morning, it is rarely a pleasant 

thought to think of your life before Christ.  Titus 3:3 is a stark reminder of what life is like without God. 
  

1.  Man is foolish, disobedient, and deceived. 
2.  Man is a slave of lust and pleasure. 
3.  Man lives in malice and envy. 
4.  Man is full of hate. 

  
The hope for the believer is that through the work of the cross, Jesus Christ makes you acceptable to 

God and presentable to the public.  God loves you and wants the lost of the world to see what you have in 
Christ and yearn for the same thing. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 



  
3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 

  
4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  

 Study 5:  MESSAGE 5: LIFE WITH GOD—SALVATION 
Text:  Titus 3:4-7 
Aim:  To gain a thorough understanding and assurance of God's salvation. 
Memory Verse: 
"That being justified by His grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of 

eternal life" (Titus 3:7). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
Think for a moment.  When do you most feel the need for a miracle in your life?  Is it... 

•  when you are sick and no help seems available? 
•  when you are going through some personal crisis? 
•  when you are facing financial disaster? 
•  when you are out of work and need a job? 
•  when you have lost a loved one and can't handle the grief? 
•  when you feel overwhelmed because of circumstances? 

  
No matter who you are or where you live, the miracle-working power of God is at work in some 

way.  Have you ever experienced His healing power?  Have your material needs ever been met in a 
miraculous way?  Have you ever seen His protection over your life?  Through every generation, God has 
proven faithful in meeting the needs of His children.  But God has done so much more than just work 
miracles in the physical realm.  The greatest miracle of all was when He sent His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to save us from our sins. 

The salvation of your soul is the most miraculous thing that can be imagined.  If God can do 
something this glorious, can you trust Him to do the less difficult things that come your way in life? 

This is one of the greatest summaries on salvation in all Scripture. It is a message that must be 
preached if people are going to be reached for Christ and if believers are going to be grounded in sound 
doctrine. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Salvation comes from God (v.4-5). 
2.  Salvation is a regeneration and a renewing by God's Spirit (v.5). 
3.  Salvation comes through Jesus Christ our Savior (v.6-7). 

  
1.  SALVATION COMES FROM GOD (v. 4-5). 

  
God is the Author of salvation. God is not as most people imagine Him. 

⇒  Some people imagine God to be far off in space someplace with little if any concern or 
interest in the affairs and lives of men. They feel God is almost untouchable. They sometimes 
worship and pray, yet nothing seems to happen. They still suffer and the affairs of the world 
keep on as they always have. There is little if any indication that God is really active in their 
lives and in the world, so if He exists, He must be far off and not too interested in the world. 
This is the view of many people about God. 

⇒  Others imagine God to be some Supreme Being who hovers over people watching their 
every move. They see God as the Supreme Judge who is always on the lookout for those who 
do wrong and who is ready to jump on them and condemn them unless they keep the laws and 
rules of God. 



⇒  Some people imagine God to be somewhat like a loving and indulgent grandfather. 
They see God as the Supreme Being of the universe whose basic nature is love. In fact, they 
feel He is so loving that He understands a little sin here and there. Therefore, He will indulge 
and forgive a life of worldliness and some indiscretion here and there and accept all. He will 
accept a person who does some good. (Note: few people—very, very few—ever think that 
God will actually reject them, not in the final analysis.) 

  
Note what this verse says. God is not far off in outer space, disinterested in man; He is not the loving, 

indulgent grandfather of the human race; He is not some Supreme Judge hovering over men to punish 
them when they do wrong. God is our Savior. He is vitally concerned with us, so concerned that His very 
name is God our Savior. He has saved us from the sin and evil and the suffering and death of this world 
and from the condemnation of the next world. Imagine! God our Savior has saved us and given us life 
eternal; we shall live forever and ever, never dying and never being separated from God—not at all—not 
even for one minute. Note two significant points. 

1.  Salvation comes from God's kindness. Kindness is so deep within God that it is of His very nature. 
God is so good and kind that He could do nothing else but save us. He had to meet our need; He had to 
save us from sin, death, and condemnation. Why? Because He is good, gracious, and kind; He had to 
extend His kindness out toward man by saving him. 

  
"Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness [kindness] and forbearance and 

longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?" (Romans 
2:4). 

  
2.  Salvation comes from God's love. This means that God's love reached out toward man, that God has 

a deep-seated affection for man and has showered His affection upon man by saving him. The word has 
the idea of compassion in it. God loves man so much that His affection and compassion are stirred to save 
man, to handle the sin and death problems for man, providing an escape from condemnation. 

  
"But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 

for us" (Romans 5:8). 
  
3.  Salvation does not come by good works. Men cannot earn righteousness by good works. No person 

can be good enough or do enough good to make God accept him. This is the great fallacy of most people 
and most religions. They think they can secure God's approval by being good and doing good. But this is 
the great fallacy: 

⇒  Man cannot do enough good to make himself perfect. 
⇒  Man is already imperfect, so he can never be perfect. Imperfection can never become 

perfection. 
What man fails to see is that God is perfect, and being perfect, He cannot accept anything imperfect. 

Therefore, no matter how many works of righteousness man does—no matter how much good he does—
man is not saved by his own efforts. He cannot earn, win, or merit salvation, not by any self-righteousness 
or personal goodness that he might attain. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Everything about man passes away and dies. No matter what it is, everything man knows and 

possesses—even his own body—ages, decays, and passes away. Therefore, righteousness or 
goodness based within man dies and passes away with him. If man is to be saved, then someone 
outside himself and his world—someone with the power to penetrate and save this world—has to 
come to earth and snatch man out of its corruption and save him. The point is this: if man is ever 
to be saved, he will not be saved by self-righteousness nor by anything else that concerns self. 



Man can only be saved by some force much greater than himself, some force that is living and 
personal and kind and loving enough to save him. That force, of course, is God Himself. 

  
"Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 

name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful 
works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity" (Matthew 7:22-23). 

  
4.  Salvation comes from God's mercy. The word means feelings of pity, compassion, and kindness. It 

is a desire to succor, to tenderly draw unto oneself and to care for. Two things are essential in order to 
have mercy: seeing a need and being able to meet that need. God sees our need for salvation; He sees that 
we need to be saved from sin, death, and condemnation. Therefore, God acts; He has mercy upon us and 
provides the way for us to be saved. 

  
"But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we 

were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved)" (Ephes. 
2:4-5). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
It has been said that grace is getting what we do not deserve and mercy is not getting what we 

do deserve.  Because we are sinners, we deserve to face the full force of the law—hell, separation 
from God, spiritual death for eternity.  But God chose instead to be merciful to man and give him 
the opportunity to be saved.  Such is the case in the following account. 

  
"Quite a few years ago, Governor Neff of the State of Texas received an invitation to 

speak at one of the penitentiaries in that state.  He spoke to the assembled prisoners, and 
afterward said that he would be around for a while to listen to anything any of the convicts 
might wish to tell him.  He would take as much time as they wanted, and anything they 
would tell him would be kept in confidence. 

"The convicts began to come, one at a time.  One after another told him a story of how 
they had been unjustly sentenced, were innocent, and wished to get out.  Finally one man 
came through who said to him, 'Governor Neff, I do not want to take much of your time.  I 
only want to say that I really did what they convicted me of .  But I have been here a 
number of years.  I believe I have paid my debt to society, and that, if I were to be released, 
I would be able to live an upright life and show myself worthy of your mercy.' 

"This was the man whom Governor Neff pardoned."  
  
This man was guilty; he deserved to be punished.  But he acknowledged his crime, humbled himself, 

and asked forgiveness of the Governor.  That is exactly what sinful man must do with the Almighty 
God.  He knows our sin.  We deserve His wrath and punishment.  But if we will just confess our sin, 
humble ourselves, and ask forgiveness, God will be merciful and offer us salvation! 

  
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 

in him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  How do you imagine God to be?  Distant?  Impersonal?  A 

tyrant?  Powerless?  Indulgent?  What causes people to have a warped view of God?  How can 
you get an accurate view of who God really is? 

2.  You are saved by God's kindness, love, and mercy. Do you deserve any of it?  Why or 
why not? 



3.  Why do some people place their trust in their own good works and in things other than 
God?  Why are these things bound to fail? 

  
2.  SALVATION IS A REGENERATION & A RENEWING BY GOD'S SPIRIT (v. 5). 

  
1.  The word regeneration means to be given a new life, a new birth; to be renewed or revived; to be 

spiritually reborn or converted. Salvation is a spiritual rebirth; it is a person being born again by the Spirit 
of God. 

Note that the new birth is so radical a change in a person's life that it is described as a "washing" which 
means a bath, a complete immersion. Salvation is so dramatic it is just like the washing away of the old 
life and the receiving of a new life. All that concerns a person's old life is washed away, all the... 

•        sin and 
evil 

•        
corruption and 
injustice 

•        
selfishness and 
greed 

•        guilt and 
doubt 

•        dirt and 
immorality 

•        
pollution and 
worldliness 

•        failure 
and shortcoming 

  
The Spirit of God cleanses a person—immerses the person in the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ. 
  

"In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of his grace" (Ephes. 1:7). 

  
The Spirit of God through the blood of Christ washes away the old life and gives the believer a new 

life. The Spirit of God regenerates a person, saving him from his old life, giving him a rebirth, spiritually 
creating him into a new person. 

  
"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 

them that believe on his name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God" (John 1:12-13). 

  
2.  The word renewing means to make new again; to revive again; to make new spiritually; to begin all 

over again; to adjust again. Salvation is the Holy Spirit adjusting a person and renewing him all over 
again. It is the Spirit of God taking a person, readjusting his life and reviving him spiritually. Note that 
the renewing is done by the Spirit of God just as regeneration is. 

  
The point is a most wonderful truth. The Holy Spirit not only regenerates a person, giving him a new 

birth and a new life; but He does much, much more. He renews and revives a person day by day. Every 
day of a person's life is a renewal and a revival—by the Spirit of God. Not a single day needs to be... 

•        dull 
•        

routine 
•        

drudgery 
•        

aimless 

•        without 
purpose or 
meaning 

•        
complacent 



  
When a person is truly saved, the Holy Spirit renews and revives him day by day. He stirs and 

energizes the person to follow Jesus more and more closely and to serve Him more and more faithfully. 
  

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not 
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God" (Romans 12:1-2). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  All true believers have been regenerated.  Is the experience the same for everyone? Is 
regeneration meant to be a dramatic change?  Why or why not? 

2.  What is your role and what is Christ's role in regeneration? 
3.  What is the difference between regeneration and renewal?  Why are both important to 

you? 
  
A CLOSER LOOK: 
  
(3:5) New Birth: the New Testament teaching on the new birth is rich and full. 
1.  The new birth is a necessity. A person will never see (John 3:3) nor ever enter (John 3:5) the 

Kingdom of God unless he is born again (John 3:7). 
2.  The new birth is a spiritual birth, the birth of a new power and spirit in life. It is not reformation of 

the old nature (Romans 6:6). It is the actual creation of a new birth within—spiritually (John 3:5-6; cp. 
John 1:12-13; 2 Cor. 5:17; Ephes. 2:10; Ephes. 4:24). A person is spiritually born again: 

a.  By water, even the Spirit (John 3:5). 
b.  By the will of God (James 1:18). 
c.  By incorruptible seed, even by the Word of God (1 Peter 1:23). 
d.  By God from above (1 Peter 1:3). The word again in the phrase "born again" also means 

above. (Cp. John 1:12-13.) 
e.  By Christ, who gives both the power and right to be born again (John 1:12-13). 

3.  The new birth is a definite experience, a real experience. A person experiences the new birth: 
a.  By believing that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God (1 John 5:1; cp. John 3:14-15). 
b.  By the gospel as it is shared by believers (1 Cor. 4:15; Philemon 10). 
c.  By the Word of God (1 Peter 1:23) or by the Word of Truth (James 1:18). 

4.  The new birth is a changed life, a totally new life. A person proves that he is born again: 
a.  By doing righteous acts (1 John 2:29; cp. Ephes. 2:10; Ephes. 4:24). 
b.  By not practicing sin (1 John 3:9; 1 John 5:18). 
c.  By loving other believers (1 John 4:7). 
d.  By overcoming the world (1 John 5:4). 
e.  By keeping himself (1 John 5:18). 
f.  By possessing the divine seed or nature (1 John 3:9; 1 Peter 1:23; 2 Peter 1:14; cp. Col. 

1:27). 
  

3.  SALVATION COMES THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR SAVIOR (v. 6-7). 
  
Jesus Christ has done three wonderful things for us. 
1.  Jesus Christ is the One who pours out the Holy Spirit so richly upon us. As stated in Titus 3:5, it is 

the Holy Spirit who regenerates us and revives us day by day. But we would not have the Holy Spirit 
apart from Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the One who gives us the Holy Spirit. Note this: 



⇒  It is a man's head that stirs and arouses his spirit to flow through his body and get to the 
work at hand. So it is with Christ the Head of the church. Christ arouses His Spirit to flow 
through His body of believers which is His church. 

  
When a person believes in Jesus Christ, Christ puts His Spirit into the new believer. Christ pours out 

His Spirit richly and abundantly upon the person. The result is both regeneration (a new birth) and a daily 
renewing or revival (stirred to follow Christ and to serve Him more and more). 

  
APPLICATION: 
The essential power in the life of a believer is the power of the Holy Spirit. It is He and He 

alone who imparts life to the believer (regeneration) and who arouses the believer to serve Christ 
day by day (renewal). All the behavior of a believer and all the words of a believer and all the 
worship of a believer are powerless without the power of the Holy Spirit. It does not matter how 
high his position, how appealing his profession, how attractive his appearance, how consistent his 
worship—his life is powerless without the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. He is totally 
unacceptable to God, both he and his religious work. 

  
"It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak 

unto you, they are spirit, and they are life" (John 6:63). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  How can you receive the Holy Spirit in your life? 
2.  Once you receive the Holy Spirit, is He there to stay?  In what ways can the Holy Spirit 

help you from day to day?  Do you have power to match that of the Holy Spirit? 
3.  Do you ever realize you are trying to do something without the power of the Holy 

Spirit?  How can you become more aware of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit? 
  
2.  Jesus Christ is the One who justifies us. In simple terms justification means that God takes the 

believer's faith and counts it as righteousness (Romans 4:3; cp. Genesis 15:6; see Romans 4:1-3; Romans 
4:1-25; Romans 5:1. Also see John 12:32.) 

When a person really believes that Jesus Christ is his Savior, God takes that person's faith and counts 
it for righteousness (Romans 4:3, 5, 9, 11, 22, 24). The person is not righteous; he has no righteousness of 
his own. He is still imperfect, still sinful, still corruptible, still short of God's glory as a sinful human 
being. But he does believe that Jesus Christ is his Savior. Such belief honors God's Son (whom God loves 
very much), and because it honors God's Son, God accepts that person's faith for righteousness. God 
counts that person's faith as righteousness. Therefore, that person becomes acceptable to God. Why is 
God willing to do this? 

a.  God is willing to justify man because He loves man that much. God loves man so much 
that He sent His Son into the world and sacrificed Him in order to justify man (John 3:16; 
Romans 5:8). 

b.  God is willing to justify man because of what His Son Jesus Christ has done for man.  
⇒  Jesus Christ has secured the Ideal righteousness for man. He came to earth to 

live a sinless and perfect life. As Man, He never broke the law of God; He never went 
contrary to the will of God, not even once. Therefore, He stood before God and before 
the world as the Ideal Man, the Perfect Man, the Representative Man, the Perfect 
Righteousness that could stand for the righteousness of every man. 

⇒  Jesus Christ came into the world to die for man. As the Ideal Man, He could 
take all the sins of the world upon Himself and die for every man. His death could 
stand for every man. He exchanged places with man by becoming the sinner (2 Cor. 
5:19). He bore the wrath of God against sin, bearing the condemnation for every man. 



Again, He was able to do this because He was the Ideal Man, and as the Ideal Man 
His death could stand for the death of every man. 

⇒  Jesus Christ came into the world to arise from the dead and thereby to conquer 
death for man. As the Ideal Man, His resurrection and exaltation into the presence of 
God could stand for every man's desperate need to conquer death and be acceptable to 
God. His resurrected life could stand for the resurrected life of the believer. 

  
Now, as stated above, when a man believes in Jesus Christ—really believes—God takes 

that man's belief and... 
⇒  counts it as the righteousness (perfection) of Christ. The man is counted as 

righteous in Christ. 
⇒  counts it as the death of Christ. The man is counted as already having died in 

Christ. 
⇒  counts it as the resurrection of Christ. The man is counted as already having 

been resurrected in Christ. 
  

Very simply, God loves His Son Jesus Christ so much that He honors any man who honors 
His Son by believing in Him. He honors the man by taking the man's faith and counting 
(crediting) it as righteousness and by giving him the glorious privilege of living with Christ 
forever in the presence of God. 

  
"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ" (Romans 5:1). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Have you trusted Jesus Christ to forgive your sins?  Imagine, if you will, that you are on 

location at the bank: "Heaven's Savings & Loan." 
  

Several businessmen were at the bank to turn in their worthless currency.  One by one, 
each man had come to realize that his trust in currency had been misplaced.  And now 
each one, without exception, was bankrupt. 

The Banker had scheduled an interview with each businessman.  Sitting in a chair 
across from his desk, the Banker asked Jim, "What did you place your trust in?"  With his 
head bowed low, Jim replied, "In my family connections.  My grandparents were active 
church-goers."  The Banker gave Jim an envelope and said, "This will take care of you." 

Bill was the next businessman to meet with the Banker.  "Bill, what did you place your 
trust in?"  "In my education.  I spent a lot of money to get the best education money could 
buy."  Even as Bill spoke these words, a gnawing feeling came over him.  It was a feeling 
of great emptiness.  Like he did with Jim, the Banker gave Bill an envelope and assured 
him, "This will take care of you." 

Fred was the next businessman in line.  Like the others, he took his seat and slumped in 
a heap of sorrow.  Tenderly, the Banker said, "Fred, in what did you place your 
trust?"  Shaking his head slowly, Fred explained "Sir, I thought that just being good 
enough would get me through life.  But I just couldn't do it!"  The Banker gave Fred an 
envelope and said, "Here, this will take care of you." 

As Jim, Bill, and Fred opened their envelopes, they each saw a nail that had what 
appeared to be blood stains on it.  With each nail, these instructions were included: 

  
Take this nail and that which you trust 
And exchange them both for life, you must 



I have paid the price that you might live 
Your trust in Me is what you must give 

  
We are no different than Jim, Bill, or Fred.  Every one of us was spiritually 

bankrupt.  Thankfully, Jesus Christ saw our desperate condition and chose to help us.  Our 
righteousness... 

•  could not be gained by our Christian heritage 
•  could not be gained by becoming better educated 
•  could not be gained by being good enough 

  
No, it took something much more powerful and lasting.  It took a loving God who gave His 

Son to die for us.  And it takes us believing that God's Son did die for us, that He justifies us, 
counts us righteous.  Have you made your appointment with the Heavenly Banker to exchange 
your worthless currency? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Before Christ saved you, where were you placing your trust? 
2.  Are you still carrying the burden, trying to become acceptable on your own? Or have 

you trusted Jesus to take away your sins?  All of them? 
  
3.  Jesus Christ makes us heirs of eternal life. Scripture actually says that we are "joint heirs" with 

Christ. This is an astounding truth and promise. We shall inherit all that Christ is and has. We shall be 
given the glorious privilege of sharing in all things with the Son of God Himself. 

However note this: to be a joint-heir with Christ does not mean that believers are equal heirs in the 
sense that they will receive an equal amount of the inheritance with Christ. Rather, it means that believers 
are fellow-heirs with Christ; that is, believers will share in the inheritance of Christ; they will share 
Christ's inheritance with Him. 

Being a fellow-heir with Christ means at least three glorious things: it means that we shall share in the 
nature, position, and responsibility of Christ. The following chart shows this with a quick glance. 

  
FELLOW HEIRS BY NATURE 

  
Christ is the Son of God, the very being and energy of life and perfection. Therefore, we share 

in the inheritance of His nature. We receive... 
  

•  the adoption as children of God (Galatians 4:4-7; 1 John 3:1). 
•  the sinless nature of being blameless (Phil. 2:15). 
•  eternal life (John 1:4; John 10:10; John 17:2-3; John 3:16; 1 Tim. 6:19). 
•  an enduring substance (Hebrews 10:34). 
•  a glorious body (Phil. 3:21; 1 Cor. 15:42-44). 
•  eternal glory and honor and peace (Romans 2:10). 
•  eternal rest and peace (Hebrews 4:9; Rev. 14:13). 
•  an incorruptible body (1 Cor. 9:25). 
•  a righteous being (2 Tim. 4:8). 

  
FELLOW HEIRS BY POSITION 

  
Christ is the exalted Lord, the Sovereign Majesty of the universe, the King of kings and Lord 

of lords. Therefore, we share in the inheritance of His position. We receive... 
  



•  the position of exalted beings (Rev. 7:9-12). 
•  a citizenship in the Kingdom of God (James 2:5; Matthew 25:34). 
•  enormous treasures in heaven (Matthew 19:21; Luke 12:33). 
•  unsearchable riches (Ephes. 3:8). 
•  the right to surround the throne of God (Rev. 7:9-13; Rev. 20:4). 
•  the position of a king (Rev. 1:5; Rev. 5:10). 
•  the position of a priest (Rev. 1:5; Rev. 5:10; Rev. 20:6). 
•  the position of glory (1 Peter 5:4). 

  
FELLOW HEIRS BY RESPONSIBILITY 

  
Christ is the Sovereign Majesty of the Universe, the One who is ordained to rule and oversee 

all. Therefore, we share in the inheritance of His responsibility. We receive... 
  

•  the rulership over many things (Matthew 25:23). 
•  the right to rule and hold authority (Luke 12:42-44; Luke 22:28-29). 
•  eternal responsibility and joy (Matthew 25:21, 23). 
•  rule and authority over cities (Luke 19:17, 19). 
•  thrones and the privilege of reigning forever (Rev. 20:4; Rev. 22:5). 

  
These passages will give some idea of what Scripture teaches when it speaks of the believer being a 

fellow-heir with Christ. There are an innumerable number of Scriptures that could be added to these. As 
Paul declares: 

  
"Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 

which God hath prepared for them that love him" (1 Cor. 2:9). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What does it mean to you personally that you are a joint heir with Christ?  
2.  Considering all God has promised you for the future, how can you be a better steward 

of what God has given you now? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
Have you experienced the greatest miracle of all—Christ coming into your heart and saving you from 

your sins? The great song writer John Peterson reminds us of this very thing: 
  
"It took a miracle to put the stars in place, 
It took a miracle to hang the world in space; 
"But when He saved my soul, Cleansed and made me whole,  
It took a miracle of love and grace."  
  
Salvation is a miracle that will last through all eternity—and it is the only miracle available to every 

person, without exception—that is, those who choose to receive it.  Because of its importance, you must 
tell others about it: 

  
1.  Salvation comes from God. 
2.  Salvation is a regeneration and a renewing by God's Spirit. 
3.  Salvation comes only through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

  



Truly, salvation is a miracle.  Have you personally experienced the miracle of salvation? 
  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
 Study 6:  MESSAGE 6: THE WARNING TO BELIEVERS 
Text:  Titus 3:8-11 
Aim:  To pay strict attention to God's warnings about behavior. 
Memory Verse: 
"But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about 

the law; for they are unprofitable and vain" (Titus 3:9). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
In order to legally drive a car, you must first do two important things. 

⇒  First, you have to take a written test on the rules of the road. 
⇒  Second, you must apply the written rules you know to the open road, driving with an 

examiner by your side. 
  
The role of the examiner is to see how well you apply what you know with what you are doing.  Many 

of us have known the rules but did not get our driver's license because we did not pass the most important 
test—the driving test. 

The Christian life can be compared to taking a driving test.  Most of us know some things about the 
Bible and the Christian life, but we have a hard time passing the actual test of living the Christian 
life.  Many a believer has lost control and run off the proper course because he did not apply what he 
knew to real life experiences.  What is the answer to improving your spiritual driving?  It is to obey what 
God reveals to us from His Word. 

This study is a critical message, a message that believers must heed. It gives three warnings to 
believers. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Warning 1: do good works and keep on doing them (v.8). 
2.  Warning 2: turn away from foolish and controversial discussion and from false trusts (v.9). 
3.  Warning 3: reject a heretic (v.10-11). 

  
1.  WARNING 1: DO GOOD WORKS AND KEEP ON DOING THEM (v. 8). 

  
The word maintain in Titus 3:8 means to set before; to give attention to; to be forward, eager, and 

diligent in doing good works. It means... 
•  to keep on doing good works. 
•  to sustain good works. 
•  to persevere in doing good works. 
•  to carry on good works. 

  



It has the idea of persevering in good works even in the midst of opposition or danger. The necessity 
of doing good works is also brought out by the word "careful." The word means... 

•  to think upon good works. 
•  to consider good works. 
•  to give careful attention to good works. 
•  to focus upon good works. 

  
The idea is that the very thoughts of a person's mind are to be centered and focused upon doing good 

works. Good works are to be the very concentration and primary purpose of a person's life. But note: this 
is not all. The necessity of doing good works is brought out by another factor. Believers—ministers and 
laymen alike—must insist that believers persevere in doing good works. 

Note one other point: good works are good and profitable to men. Good works alone will build the 
kind of society and world for which the human heart longs: a world of love, joy, and peace. But remember 
what Scripture says: we are not saved by our works of righteousness; we are saved by the mercy and 
grace of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 

  
"To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the 

word of God be not blasphemed. Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded" (Titus 2:5-
6). 

  
However we must never forget this: God saves us to do good works. Good works are the purpose for 

which He saves us. 
  

"For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them" (Ephes. 2:10). 

  
The whole point of this verse is to stress the absolute necessity for maintaining good works. The very 

proof that we are saved is that we are maintaining good works. If we are not living righteous and pure 
lives, encouraging others to trust Christ as their Savior and to live righteously, then Scripture declares that 
we are not genuinely saved. The warning to believers is clear: they must do good works and keep on 
doing them. 

  
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father which is in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
Every church needs believers who stir up others to do good works. So many good programs 

run out of energy when the newness wears off. The key to survival is not just getting the job done, 
but training others to take over when you are gone. 

  
Jane did not let the grass grow under her feet.  Whenever she heard about a legitimate 

need within her department at work, or some occasion to be celebrated, she took it upon 
herself to do something about it.  Whether it meant pitching in and helping someone at 
work, cooking a meal, organizing a baby shower, taking someone to the doctor, or just 
lending her shoulder to cry on, Jane was there.  But Jane went a step further.  Although 
she knew people at work counted on her to take charge of these situations, Jane always 
involved other people.  She never did a good deed that she did not invite someone else to 
join her or help her.  Why?  Was Jane incapable of doing these projects, no matter how big 
or small, by herself?  Not at all.  Jane was perfectly capable.  And sometimes it might have 
been easier to do it by herself.  But Jane knew that she would not always be there.  One 



day she might be out sick and there would be a need.  Or one day she might relocate to 
another city, and so on.  Jane knew it was just as important for her to involve and train 
others in her ministry of helping others as it was for her to be faithful.  It has been said that 
the first job anyone should do in any profession is to begin training your 
replacement.  Whether you leave because of promotion, sickness, transfer, or death, if you 
have left your position with no one to take over, you have failed. 

  
Good programs and good people do not have to die out.  If you seek God's will for your life, 

He will reveal what good works He wants you to do.  Then it is up to you to do the good work and 
make others a part of your ministry.  Your encouragement will stir up other believers to do good 
works also. 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  During the course of a day, how much time do you spend thinking about and focusing 
upon good works?  How much time do you actually spend doing good works? 

2.  As a believer, is it possible that God does not have any work for you to do?  Why or 
why not? 

3.  With so many other things to do, is it reasonable for God to expect you to do good 
works? 

4.  Why is it so important to encourage and involve other believers in the ministry of good 
works? 

  
2.  WARNING 2: TURN AWAY FROM FOOLISH AND CONTROVERSIAL 

DISCUSSION AND FROM FALSE TRUSTS (v. 9). 
  
Very simply, three things are pictured in this verse. 
1.  There were some who were spending their time sitting and discussing foolish, useless, and stupid 

questions—discussions that accomplished nothing for the cause of Christ nor for the welfare of humanity. 
William Barclay has a very descriptive discussion of this point that we all need to heed: 

  
"It has been said that there is a danger that a man may think himself religious because he 

discusses religious questions. There is a kind of discussion group which argues simply for the sake 
of arguing. There is a kind of group which will argue for hours about theological questions. It is 
much easier to discuss theological questions than it is to be kind and considerate and helpful at 
home, or efficient and diligent and honest at work. There is no virtue in sitting discussing deep 
theological questions when the simple tasks of the Christian life are waiting to be done. It is 
indeed true that such discussion can be nothing other than an evasion of Christian duties. 

"Paul was quite certain that the real task of the Christian lay in Christian action. That is by no 
means to say that there is no place for Christian discussions; but it is to say that the discussion 
which does not end in action is very largely wasted time."  

  
2.  There were some who were wasting time on genealogies, that is, on their roots and heritage. They 

felt they were acceptable to God because they had good parents and forefathers. They even felt the more 
outstanding they could show their roots to be, the more outstanding they would be in the eyes of society 
and God. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Note two significant lessons. 

1)  There are many persons who feel they are acceptable to God because their parents, 
wife, husband, children, or family are godly. Others feel their friendship with some minister or 



godly friend will rub off on them. They just think that God would never reject them because 
they are close to a godly person. 

2)  Many persons, even preachers and teachers, stress the godly heritage of Christianity and 
the great doctrines of the Christian faith. They think they are acceptable to God because they 
profess the doctrines and godly heritage of Christianity, because they are involved in religion 
and in the worship of God. But the great tragedy is this: some are relying upon their profession 
of Christianity to save them instead of relying upon Christ; some are depending upon their 
belief in the great heritage and doctrines of Christianity to save them instead of depending 
upon Christ Himself. They just do not know Christ personally; they have not established a 
personal relationship with Christ. 

  
3.  There were those who were arguing and striving over the law, that is, over the Old Testament 

Scriptures. The false teachers of Paul's day were just like the false teachers of today and down through the 
centuries. They professed Christ but Christ was not enough to save them. It took both the law and Christ 
to save them. To be saved a person had to believe in Christ, yes, but he also had to undergo the basic 
ritual of the law (circumcision, baptism, church membership, confirmation, etc.) and commit his life to 
keeping the law of God, including thousands of rules surrounding the law. 

Paul is saying that believers, including preachers and teachers, should not become embroiled in the 
controversies of Scripture. They are "unprofitable and vain," useless and empty—of no value whatsoever. 
Christ is all that is needed. He and His Word are to be proclaimed and controversies turned away from. 
The proclamation of Christ and His Word is to be the occupation of the believer, the very purpose for the 
believer's existence. 

  
APPLICATION: 
Arguing over Christ and the Bible does not reach and build people up; proclaiming Christ and 

His Word is the only activity that reaches and builds people up. 
  

"Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which minister questions, 
rather than godly edifying which is in faith: so do" (1 Tim. 1:4). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
How much energy do you waste arguing about the Bible?  It is one thing to defend the gospel, 

quite another to defend your opinion.  Listen carefully to this. 
  

"A familiar Mother Goose rhyme goes: 
  

'Pussy cat, Pussy cat, where have you been? 
I've been to London to visit the queen. 
Pussy cat, Pussy cat, what did you there? 
I frightened a little mouse under the chair.' 

  
Like that cat, Christians sometimes settle for petty involvements, trivial pursuits—

chasing mice—when we have the opportunity to spend time with royalty, with the King!" 
[or with His subjects].  

  
Are you chasing mice or men? 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What kinds of questions would you consider to be useless or stupid? 
2.  Why do some people put so much confidence in their religious heritage? 



3.  What dangers are there when using the Bible as a tool to win your arguments? In what 
way should the Bible be used? 

4.  When Christians are consumed with arguing to prove their point, what happens to the 
relationships involved?  Is God edified?  The other Christian?  Self?  What kind of testimony 
does the arguing bear? 

  
3.  WARNING 3: REJECT A HERETIC (v. 10-11). 

  
A heretic is a person who chooses what he wishes to believe. He rejects all authority no matter what it 

is: God, Christ, the Word of God, the church, other men. He and he alone is his authority; he and he alone 
determines truth—what is and what is not truth. 

Note that this heretic is in the church; he associates with believers. This is the picture of most heretics. 
Few reject all the teachings of Christ and the Bible. Most heretics remain in the church, holding to some 
basic teachings but rejecting those doctrines they do not like. The Scripture is clear: believers are to reach 
out to the heretic or false teacher. He is not to be lambasted, rejected, or expelled from the church. An 
attempt is to be made to reach him for Christ. In fact, two strong attempts are to be made to reach him. He 
is to be shown love and care. He is to be admonished to repent and confess the truth of Christ and His 
Word. But note: there is a limit. On the third try, if he does not repent he is to be rejected, that is, expelled 
from the church. He is not to be allowed to lead other believers astray. 

The heretic is "subverted": which means he is twisted or turned out and away from the truth of Christ 
and His Word. Note that the heretic sins. The idea is that he sins greatly. Therefore, he condemns himself. 
He has chosen the path of unbelief, and he will be condemned for his unbelief. 

  
"He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned 

already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God" (John 
3:18). 

  
APPLICATION: 
The point is clear to the thinking and honest believer, and honesty is as necessary as the 

willingness to think about the issue. A person who uses the scissors of self-opinion and cuts up 
Christ and the Word of God, casting away some of the teachings concerning God and His Word, is 
considered a heretic by the Bible. It does not matter who he is—preacher, teacher, or layman—this 
is the person called a heretic by the Bible. If he turns or twists himself out of the truth of Christ 
and Scripture, he is a heretic. Therefore, he is to be approached in love and admonished on two 
specific occasions. If he rejects the two admonitions, he should be approached a third time, and 
then rejected if he still refuses to repent. He should be rejected and expelled even if he is a 
minister and teacher in the church. 

  
A striking and tragic question is this—a question that God will surely answer in that great and 

terrible day of judgment: How many millions of people have been led astray within our churches 
by false teachers, those whom the Bible calls heretics—those who have turned away from the truth 
of Christ and His Word? 

  
"But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of 

men" (Matthew 15:9). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 
There is no worse perversion than when someone knowingly twists the Scriptures in order to 

frame his opinion as right.  Here is one example of how it is done. 
  



Ben was a teacher who had mastered the art of diving into the Scriptures.  His method 
for lesson preparation was simple:  "Get my opinion on paper and then find a Bible verse 
that will back me up."  As Ben taught, he would prove his opinion by showing how the 
Bible agreed with him.   

One day a class member confronted Ben and said, "Ben, how on earth did you come up 
with that one?  Don't you know that you've got to keep each verse in its proper context?  It 
is your responsibility to teach what the Bible says—not what you think it says about your 
opinion." 

  
Confronting heretics is not an easy task, but God commands us to reject them, to take a stand 

against those who teach contrary to the Word of God. 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Are you comfortable confronting someone who is misusing the Bible?  What can you 

do to be bolder in this area? 
2.  What is your responsibility if you become aware of a heretic in your church? 
3.  Is it easier for a heretic to teach in a church that has a high regard for Scripture?  Why 

or why not? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
How well do you know God's Word?  Well enough to pass the test and succeed in the Christian 

life?  Well enough to stay out of trouble?  God has offered you the best guide available—His Word.  If 
you heed His warnings, He will keep you from harm. 

  
1.  Warning 1: do good works and keep on doing them. 
2.  Warning 2: turn away from foolish and controversial discussions and from false trusts. 
3.  Warning 3: reject a heretic. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 
  

1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 
  

2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 
  

3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 
  

4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  
 THE CONCLUDING REMARKS, 3:12-15 

»Front Matter  »Book Intro  »Detailed Outline 
Study 1:  SOME COMMITTED CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS 
Text:  Titus 3:12-15 
Aim:  To pattern your life after strong Christian believers. 
Memory Verse: 
"And let ours also learn to maintain good works for necessary uses, that they be not 

unfruitful" (Titus 3:14). 
  
INTRODUCTION: 
One of the most impressive parts of a wedding service is when the bride and groom make their vows, 

agreeing to love each other "until death do us part."  Is that kind of vow to be taken seriously in today's 



culture?  Yes.  God expects us to honor our vows to each other.  Promises are not made to be broken; they 
are to be kept, kept even when it is inconvenient to us. 

  
Robertson McQuilkin made such a vow to his wife Muriel.  The circumstances of life had been 

very good to the McQuilkin's.  After a fruitful time as a missionary to Japan, McQuilkin accepted 
a call to become president of Columbia Bible College and Seminary.  Under his leadership, the 
school grew and became very successful.  At the pinnacle of success, McQuilkin resigned at the 
age of 57 to care for Muriel who had contracted Alzheimer's—an incurable disease.  Much of the 
Christian world was in shock.  How could this man who could do so much for so many quit his 
job, leave his ministry?  Unmoved by pleas to reconsider his decision, McQuilkin stated that he 
had promised to care for his wife in sickness and in health...'until death do us part.'  It was 
integrity that moved McQuilkin to pledge his love to his wife when they were first married.  It was 
that same integrity that caused him to remain committed to those vows. 

  
How committed are you?  Commitment is seen in anyone who does not allow circumstances to 

frustrate and annul a promise that has been made to others and to God.  This is the close of Paul's letter to 
Titus.  As usual Paul closes his letter by sharing his plans and sending greetings to various 
believers.  Hence, the close of Paul's letters always gives us a glimpse of some of the early believers. This 
present passage mentions several committed believers who stand as dynamic examples of what 
commitment is all about. 

  
OUTLINE: 

1.  Artemas: an unknown but committed minister (v.12). 
2.  Tychicus: a dedicated minister (v.12). 
3.  Titus: a disciple with unusual strength (v.12). 
4.  Zenas: a committed layman (v.13). 
5.  Apollos: the evangelist whose witness was needed (v.13). 
6.  All believers: a people needing to learn good works (v.14). 
7.  Fellow workers: servants of God and their support to other believers (v.15). 

  
1.  ARTEMAS: AN UNKNOWN BUT COMMITTED MINISTER (v. 12). 

  
This is the only time Artemas is mentioned in the Bible. Note these facts: 

⇒  He was a companion of Paul. 
⇒  He was a fellow minister serving under Paul, a humble minister willing to serve in 

second place. His call was to serve Christ, and he served Christ no matter where he was 
placed—even under other ministers. 

⇒  He was a committed minister, a minister who was willing to serve on a foreign field 
among a very difficult people. 

⇒  He was apparently a strong minister, for he was being sent to serve in Crete, a most 
difficult place whose citizens had one of the worst reputations in the ancient world—a 
reputation so bad that their very name, Cretian, became a byword for evil. They were famed as 
a "drunken, insolent, untrustworthy, lying, gluttonous people." Imagine being sent to serve 
among a people like that! Artemas had to be ever so strong in the Lord. 

  
"And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my 

disciple" (Luke 14:27). 
  

ILLUSTRATION: 



A believer's level of commitment is directly related to his willingness to sacrifice for 
others.  Listen to this amazing account: 

  
"Robert Chesebrough believed in his product.  He's the fellow who invented Vaseline, a 

petroleum jelly refined from rod wax, the ooze that forms on shafts of oil rigs.  He so 
believed in the healing properties of his product that he became his own guinea pig.  He 
burned himself with acid and flame; he cut and scratched himself so often and so deeply 
that he bore the scars of his tests the rest of his life.  But he proved his product 
worked.  People had only to look at his wounds, now healed, to see the value of his work—
and the extent of his belief."  

  
Is your commitment to Christ real?  Real enough to sacrifice and suffer?  To do whatever God 

wants you to do, when He wants you to do it, wherever He wants you to go? 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  How committed are you to other believers?  Why is commitment between believers so 

important? 
2.  Who do you know like Artemas, someone who has humbly sacrificed self to serve God 

and others?  What qualities does he have that impress you? 
3.  What is the greatest challenge you face in serving others? 

  
2.  TYCHICUS: A DEDICATED MINISTER (v. 12). 

  
Note that nothing is said about Tychicus in this passage except the fact that he may be sent to Crete to 

replace Titus as the minister to the Cretians. However, Tychicus is mentioned throughout Paul's letters. 
He was one of Paul's most faithful and trusted ministers. 

•  He was commissioned by Paul as a messenger to various churches (Ephes. 6:21f; Col. 
4:7; 2 Tim. 4:12; Titus 3:12). 

•  He was entrusted to deliver the letters of Paul to the Ephesians, Colossians, and 
Philemon (Ephes. 6:21-22; Col. 4:7-8). 

•  He was sent on a special mission to Ephesus (2 Tim. 4:12). 
•  He was to be sent to Crete for the purpose of relieving Titus (Titus 3:12). 
•  He was called not only Paul's beloved brother and faithful minister, but also his fellow-

slave (Col. 4:7). 
  
The point to see in the present passage is the dedication of Tychicus. He was a man with a world-wide 

vision, and he had sacrificed his life to reach the people of the world with the glorious news that they 
could now live forever. And note: there was the possibility that he was going to be sent to one of the most 
difficult places in the ancient world, the island of Crete. But he was a man of commitment—a man who 
dedicated his life to Christ. Therefore, he was ready and willing to serve anyplace. 

  
"I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no 

man can work" (John 9:4). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  What traits does a dedicated servant possess? 
2.  What does it mean to have a worldwide vision?  Is this something you have?  Why or 

why not?  What can you do to develop a stronger worldwide vision? 
3.  Are you willing to serve the Lord anywhere He would lead you to go?  If no, what will 

it take? 



  
3.  TITUS: A DISCIPLE WITH UNUSUAL STRENGTH (v. 12). 

  
Note that Paul wants Titus to join him in Nicopolis. Why? Paul does not say, but Paul needed him for 

some special ministry, a ministry so special that the other ministers with Paul could not handle it. This 
fact plus the fact that Titus had been the disciple left behind to set in order the Cretian churches shows 
that Titus was a strong disciple, a disciple of unusual strength. He was a pioneer for Christ, a disciple so 
strong in Christ that he could be the first to reach an area for Christ and to set the churches in order for 
Christ (Titus 1:5). 

  
"I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me" (Phil. 4:13). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Are you prone to avoid the hard areas of ministry?  What things do you shy away 
from?  How can you become stronger in these areas? 

2.  How does trusting God help you do the hard tasks? 
3.  What special strengths or gifts do you have?  Are you using them in your church for the 

Lord? 
  

4.  ZENAS: A COMMITTED LAYMAN (v. 13). 
  
This is the only time Zenas is mentioned in the Bible. Note these facts: 

⇒  He was a lawyer. 
⇒  He was a Christian believer, a layman who trusted Christ with all his heart. 
⇒  He was a committed believer, so committed that he deserved support from the church 

despite the fact that he was a lawyer and not a full-time pastor. 
⇒  He was a believer who was willing to help and serve with other believers. Note that 

Paul was telling Titus to bring Zenas to him. 
  
The lesson is clear: Christ needs committed laymen who will commit their lives to serve Him and to 

help other believers. They need to be so committed that they are worthy of support by the church. The 
church may not be able to support them in addition to the full time staff, but the laymen should be so 
committed that they are worthy of the support. 

  
"Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, 

and take up his cross, and follow me" (Matthew 16:24). 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  How involved should lay members be in the ministry of the church?   
2.  Are lay members involved in your church?  What responsibilities do they have? 
3.  As a layman or woman, are you committed to serve? 

  
5.  APOLLOS: THE EVANGELIST WHOSE WITNESS WAS NEEDED (v. 13). 

  
Apollos is mentioned several times in Scripture. Apollos was called to preach Christ and to evangelize 

the lost. As soon as he knew the truth, he was set aflame to share Christ. The fire of evangelism to reach 
the world for Christ burned in his heart. This was the fire that Paul apparently needed in Nicopolis. 
Imagine having such a burning zeal for souls that others request your witness. What a dynamic example! 
What a need today! Men and women burning to reach the lost for Christ. Note that Apollos, the 
evangelist, was not to be left needing anything. The church was to support him and meet his needs. 



  
"And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 

pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ" (Ephes. 4:11-13). 

  
ILLUSTRATION: 
One of the key ingredients of successful evangelism is having a genuine burden for the 

lost.  Listen to this story and see if your passion for souls exceeds that of this church member. 
  

"One man came out of his house on the way to church on Sunday morning, just as his 
neighbor came out of his with his golf clubs.  The golfer said, 'Henry, come play golf with 
me today.'  Henry, with an expression of horror on his face replied, 'This is the Lord's day, 
and I go to church.  Certainly I would not play golf with you.' 

"After a moment's silence, the golfer quietly said, 'You know Henry, I have often 
wondered about your church, and I have admired your fidelity.  You know also that this is 
the seventh time I have invited you to play golf with me, and you have never invited me to 
go to church with you.'"  

  
Are you guilty of missing opportunities to witness?  The world is lost.  The Christian witness is 

desperately needed.  If you don't do it, who will? 
  

QUESTIONS: 
1.  Where would you be today if someone had not shared the gospel with you? 
2.  How deep is your passion for the lost to come to Christ?  What can you do to kindle this 

fire in your heart? 
3.  Do you have a plan to share the gospel with others today?  If not, when do you plan to 

begin? 
  

6.  ALL BELIEVERS: A PEOPLE NEEDING TO LEARN GOOD WORKS (v. 14). 
  
Note that Paul calls the believers of Crete "our people," an endearing term. The Amplified Bible says: 
  

"And let our [own people really] learn to apply themselves to good deeds—to honest 
labor and honorable employment—so  that they may be able to meet necessary demands 
whenever the occasion may require and not be living idle and uncultivated and unfruitful 
lives." 

  
The point is that believers are to work and labor in order to make money, and then they are to do good 

with their money. They are to help those in need, ministering to help meet the needs of the world. And 
they are to support men such as Zenas and Apollos, both layman and minister, who have given their lives 
and time to serve Christ. They are to financially support the spread of the gospel around the world. 

  
"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 

where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also" (Matthew 6:19-21). 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  What spiritual goals do you have with your money?  Is tithing a priority in your budget? 



2.  Does your church support any missionaries?  How are you involved in that support?  Do 
you give money?  Prayer?  Encouragement? 

  
7.  FELLOW WORKERS: SERVANTS OF GOD AND THEIR SUPPORT TO OTHER 

BELIEVERS (v. 15). 
  
Paul had several fellow workers with him. All of them sent their greetings and prayed for God's grace 

upon the Cretian believers. The idea is that of support and encouragement. And remember: nothing 
encourages us and stirs us to serve Christ more faithfully than the support of other believers. When things 
are going badly and trial after trial is confronting us, the very thing we need is a word of support from 
fellow workers. This is the reason we must be constantly supporting others. 

  
"Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ" (Galatians 6:2). 

  
APPLICATION: 
How serious are you about encouraging other believers?  Encouragement is one of the greatest 

ministries that a believer can have in the church.  It was Mark Twain who once said that one little 
word of encouragement would last him for a month.  Premeditated acts of kindness will go a long 
way in helping fellow believers to keep on pressing on.  Today, purpose in your heart to encourage 
someone... 

•  by making a personal visit 
•  by calling them on the phone 
•  by sending them a note 
•  by going out of your way to make them feel special 
•  by helping them with some project or errand 
•  by telling them that you care, that you really care 

  
QUESTIONS: 

1.  Who do you regularly encourage?  Are there others who could use your 
encouragement? 

2.  What kinds of things do you do to encourage other people?  In what way can you do 
more? 

3.  Are you committed to encouragement?  How will this make your life different? 
  
SUMMARY: 
  
If you want to make your world a better place, the best way is to become a committed Christian.  You 

do not have to go it alone.  Many others have gone before you to show you the way.  These are only a few 
examples whose path you can follow: 

  
1.  Artemas: an unknown but committed minister. 
2.  Tychicus: a dedicated minister. 
3.  Titus: a disciple with unusual strength. 
4.  Zenas: a committed layman. 
5.  Apollos: the evangelist whose witness was needed. 
6.  All believers: a people needing to learn good works. 
7.  Fellow workers: servants of God and their support to other believers. 

  
PERSONAL JOURNAL NOTES 
(Reflection & Response) 



  
1.  The most important thing that I learned from this lesson was: 

  
2.  The area that I need to work on the most is: 

  
3.  I can apply this lesson to my life by: 

  
4.  Closing Statement of Commitment:  

  


