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What Does God Expect From Me? Series 
Minimum Expectations of God? 
 
Micah 6:1-10: "Listen to what the LORD says: "Stand up, plead your case before the mountains; let the hills 
hear what you have to say. {2} Hear, O mountains, the Lord's accusation; listen, you everlasting foundations 
of the earth. For the LORD has a case against his people; he is lodging a charge against Israel. {3} "My 
people, what have I done to you? How have I burdened you? Answer me. {4} I brought you up out of Egypt 
and redeemed you from the land of slavery. I sent Moses to lead you, also Aaron and Miriam. {5} My people, 
remember what Balak king of Moab counseled and what Balaam son of Beor answered. Remember your 
journey from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous acts of the LORD." {6} With what shall I 
come before the LORD and bow down before the exalted God? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
with calves a year old? {7} Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of 
oil? Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? {8} He has 
showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with your God." 
 
God has expectations of us. Jesus came to a fig tree when hungry and expected to find food. He cursed the fig 
tree and it died immediately: 
 
Mark 11:13-20: "Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he 
reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for figs. {14} Then he said to the 
tree, "May no one ever eat fruit from you again." And his disciples heard him say it. {15} On reaching 
Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple area and began driving out those who were buying and selling there. He 
overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves, {16} and would not allow 
anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts. {17} And as he taught them, he said, "Is it not 
written: "'My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations' ? But you have made it 'a den of robbers.'" 
{18} The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill him, for they 
feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching. {19} When evening came, they went out of 
the city. {20} In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots."). 
 
Two extremes exist on what God expects. 
1. Some thinks He requires perfection. Some give up. Some set up group of rules less than God's 
requirements.  
 
Romans 10:1-2: "Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. 
{2} For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge." 
 
2. Some think He has no expectations.  
Once again, these set up their own rules. They see salvation in being good to man and animals, involvement 
with homeless, giving large sums to charity.  
 
Some people like for others to define an exact list of behavior. Though we can learn from another's advice, we 
must make our own decisions on spiritual matters.  
 
This does not mean we can interpret the Bible as we wish or do anything we want to. It does mean that we 
must all give account for our life and behavior.  
 
Romans 14:12: "So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God." 
 



 2

2 Corinthians 5:10: "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive 
what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad." 
 
The danger of letting others determine this is that they easily can requires less or more than the Lord expects.  
To be able to discern right and wrong is a mark of spiritual maturity. Hebrews 5:14: "But solid food is for the 
mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil." 
 
Those who look to the New Testament to find how to follow Christ will find it mainly contains principles and 
not many specific commands. Some words of His are very specific: How to pray, organization of the church, 
etc.  
 
In others He taught with principles. From these we must decide how to behave and determine the depth of our 
commitment. We look at New Testament to help us determine what is God's minimum expectation from us. 
 
I. HE EXPECTS US TO GROW INTO THE IMAGE OF HIS SON 
2 Corinthians 3:18: "And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into 
his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit." 
 
It is His expectation that we each reproduce the life of Jesus in ourselves. This is the only way many will ever 
know of Him. We reveal His image by our actions, we are an aroma of Christ  
 
2 Corinthians 2:15: "For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who 
are perishing." 
 
In former Yogoslavia there was a valley known as the Valley of Roses. People who visited there could hide 
the fact of where they had been. The aroma of the roses permeated their clothing and bodies. 
 
People see him in our words. "God talk". Using such phrases, "If the Lord wills," "I thank the Lord..." Bible 
teaching. Our example is never strong enough to fully reveal Jesus. We must speak a good word for Him.  
 
How do we behold Him so we can be transformed into His image. We have only one reliable source of 
information about Him. These were written by God's direction through the Holy Spirit. We can behold Him in 
those who reflect His image.  
 
Though this is not a perfect source, we can learn much by observing and being around devout Christians.  
1 Corinthians 11:1: "Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ."  
 
I heard once of someone asking a paratrooper if he liked to jump out of airplanes. He said, "No, in fact I am 
scared to death. However, I like to be around the people who like to jump out of airplanes." 
 
A proven fact: We become like what we lovingly behold.  
· Luke 19:3, Zachaeus "wanted to see who Jesus was". When he saw Him, his life was transformed. 
· Perhaps the reason we are not being constantly transformed into Christ's image is that we do not place this 
very high on our priority list.  
 
II. HE EXPECTS OUR SPIRIT TO CONTROL OUR FLESH  
Romans 8:5-7: "Those who live according to the sinful nature [flesh] have their minds set on what that nature 
desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. {6} 
The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; {7} the sinful mind is 
hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so." 
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We are dual beings, flesh and spirit. One of these two will control our lives, make our choices, decisions. Paul 
speaks of one of these as controlling our lives. However, we cannot "cop out" by blaming our flesh for our 
mistakes in life. 
 
"I can't control myself..." It is our responsibility to choose. "Having their minds set..." We choose what 
controls us.   
 
I once heard of an old Indian who became a Christian. Someone asked him how he was doing with his life. 
The Indian said, "It is like I have two dogs within we. A black one that wants me to do wrong and a white one 
that wants me to do right. They fight all the time." He was asked which one was the winner and the man 
replied, "The one I say 'sic 'em' to."  
 
By our own power, we might admit that we cannot overcome the flesh . However, would any be willing to say 
that with the Lord's help we cannot control it?  
 
(Philippians 4:13) "I can do everything through him who gives me strength."  
 
III. HE EXPECTS US TO HAVE A COMMITMENT TO HIS BODY 
We all need a broader understanding of baptism. This act, demonstrating our faith, contacts us with the blood 
of Christ. At baptism our sins are forgiven. However, this same act adds us to the body of Christ.  
 
(1 Corinthians 12:13) "For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave 
or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink." 
 
Acts 2:47: "....praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily 
those who were being saved."  
 
The Bible never speaks of anyone having a choice of joining or not joining a church. This is not an action we 
do, it is something Christ does for us.  
 
This is not just a local congregation, this is the body made up of all who have been born again and follow the 
Lord. Once you are a member, you are a member anywhere. If we are in union with Christ, we are to be in 
union with the church.   
 
Our relationship to the church is vital in sustaining our relationship with Christ. Only in the church can we 
find His love, forgiveness and blessings.  
 
Paul aptly compares the church to a body. We are baptized into this body and become a part of it.  
 
1 Corinthians 12: 
- We need each other 20-22 
- We give the greatest attention to the parts of least significance, hair, nails, etc. 20-25 
- We suffer together 26 
 
Ephesians 4:15-16: "Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the 
Head, that is, Christ. {16} From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, 
grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work." 
 
-We are held together 
-We grow together 
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-We build ourselves up in love.  
 
This is impossible apart from interaction with the body. 
John 15:5: ""I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing." 
 
CONCLUSION 
I. God is your judge. You make the decision how to meet His expectations. 
 
2. The challenge is to live up to what Christ expects of us.  
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What Does God Expect of Me? Series 
Prove What The Will of God Is - Romans 12:1,2 
 
"Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your 
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your 
spiritual act of worship [service]. {2} Do not conform any longer to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, 
pleasing and perfect will." 
 
In all of his letters, Paul concluded with a list of practical duties 
that were based on the doctrines he had discussed. In the Christian life, 
doctrine and duty always go together. What we believe helps to determine 
how we behave.  
 
It is not enough for us to understand Paul’s doctrinal explanations. We 
must translate our learning into living and show by our daily lives that 
we trust God’s Word. 
 
OUR RELATIONSHIP TO GOD (ROM. 12:1-2) 
What is true dedication? As Paul described it here, Christian dedication 
involves three steps. 
 
You give God your body (v. 1). 
The Christian’s body is God’s temple (1 Cor. 6:19-20) because the Spirit 
of God dwells within him. It is our privilege to glorify Christ in our 
body and magnify Christ in our body (Phil. 1:20-21). 
 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20: "Do you not know that your body is a temple of 
the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are 
not your own; {20} you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with 
your body." 
 
Philippians 1:20: "I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be 
ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ 
will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death." 
 
Just as Jesus Christ had to take on Himself a body in order to accomplish 
God’s will on earth, so we must yield our bodies to Christ that He might 
continue God’s work through us.  
 
We must yield the members of the body as "instruments of righteousness" 
(Rom. 6:13) for the Holy Spirit to use in the doing of God’s work. The 
verb "present" in this verse means "present once and for all." It 
commands a definite commitment of the body to the Lord, just as a bride 
and groom in their wedding service commit themselves to each other. It is 
this once-for-all commitment that determines what they do with their 
bodies.  
Paul gives us two reasons for this commitment: (1) it is the right 
response to all that God has done for us—"I beseech you therefore, 
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brethren, by the mercies of God" (italics mine); and (2) this commitment 
is "our reasonable service" or "our spiritual worship."  
 
The world’s view of the human body differs radically from God’s view. 
This is clearly seen by contrasting the two views. 
 
1. Some persons treat the body as though it is all that matters in this 
world. They believe the body—its physical, mental, and social 
development—is what life is all about. Therefore, they declare that man 
must take care of his body to the ultimate degree, developing and getting 
the most out of it.  
 
The developing process may range all the way from body-building through 
weight-lifting to mental apprehension through concentrated study. Some 
just view the body—its development, life, and contribution to society—as 
the very purpose for the existence of man, as the very reason lying 
behind the evolutionary process of man’s being. 
 
2. Other persons treat the body as though it matters little. It is 
reasonably or moderately important, but not of supreme importance. The 
supreme significance in life is the spirit of living and getting the most 
out of life. What a person does with the body matters little just so he 
takes reasonable care of it. What matters is the enjoyment and pleasure 
of life, the spirit of living, of really experiencing the most enjoyment 
possible.  
 
The attitude is "care for the body, yes, but be reasonable about its 
care. The body is not going to last forever, so do not let its care 
interfere with the enjoyment and pleasure of life. Eat, drink, and be 
merry—just do not kill yourself.  
 
3.    God’s view of the human body differs radically from man’s view. 
God’s view of the body is higher and more supreme than man’s view. 
Scripture reveals several significant things about the human body. 
 
When God created man, He created him in His own image (Genesis 1:27). 
That image rested in the human body. No matter what the image is, or what 
a person thinks the image is, it rested in the human body. An image is 
only a shadow. It is like the picture on a stamp: the picture is not the 
person; it is only an image of the person.  
 
The point is this: man’s body is of supreme importance to God. God gave 
the body the stamp of His very own image. 
a.    When God sent His Son into the world, He chose to send Him in a 
human body. 
b.    When God’s Son was put to death and His body buried, God raised 
His body up from the grave and took His resurrected body into the 
spiritual world. 
c.    Scripture teaches that the body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit, that the body actually houses the presence of God’s Spirit. 
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d.    Scripture teaches that the body has been created to exist 
eternally and that the body of man will actually be resurrected from the 
dust of the ground and recreated into a perfect body (1 Cor. 15:1-58; 1 
Thes. 4:14-18). 
e.    Scripture teaches that the body is to be cared for to the 
ultimate degree, being developed and disciplined to the fullest. 
 
You give Him your mind (v. 2a). 
The world wants to control your mind, but God wants to transform your 
mind. 
 
Ephesians 4:17-24: "So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, 
that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their 
thinking. {18} They are darkened in their understanding and separated 
from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the 
hardening of their hearts. {19} Having lost all sensitivity, they have 
given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of 
impurity, with a continual lust for more. {20} You, however, did not come 
to know Christ that way. {21} Surely you heard of him and were taught in 
him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. {22} You were taught, 
with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which 
is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; {23} to be made new in the 
attitude of your minds; {24} and to put on the new self, created to be 
like God in true righteousness and holiness." 
 
This word transform is the same as transfigure in Matthew 17:2. It has 
come into our English language as the word "metamorphosis." It describes 
a change from within.  
 
The world wants to change your mind, so it exerts pressure from without. 
But the Holy Spirit changes your mind by releasing power from within. If 
the world controls your thinking, you are a conformer; if God controls 
your thinking, you are a transformer. 
 
God transforms our minds and makes us spiritually minded by using His 
Word. As you spend time meditating on God’s Word, memorizing it, and 
making it a part of your inner man, God will gradually make your mind 
more spiritual (see 2 Cor. 3:18). 
 
Transformed—Mind: the believer is to be transformed (metamorphousthe). 
The Greek root of the word is morphe. Morphe means the real being of a 
man. It is the very nature and essence, the inseparable part, the 
unchanging shape of a man.  
 
What the Bible is saying is clearly evident: the believer must undergo a 
radical change within his inner being in order to escape the world and 
its doom. The believer must be transformed and changed inwardly. His real 
self—his very nature, essence, personality, inner being, his inner 
man—must be changed. 
How is a man transformed within his inner person? The Bible declares as 
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simply as can be stated, "by the renewing of your mind." The believer’s 
mind is to be renewed (anakainosis), which means to be made new, 
readjusted, changed, turned around, regenerated. 
 
The believer is to live a transformed life; that is, he is to walk day by 
day renewing his mind more and more. He is to allow the Spirit of Christ 
(the Holy Spirit) to focus his mind more and more upon God and spiritual 
things. 
 
1. The believer is to love the Lord with all his mind. 
2. The believer is to keep his mind upon spiritual things, not carnal 
things. 
3. The believer is to cast down imaginations and every thought that 
interrupts his knowledge of God and to captivate every thought for 
Christ. 
4. The believer is not to let his mind be corrupted. 
5. The believer is not to fulfill the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind. 
6. The believer is not to walk as the world walks, in the vanity of 
their mind 
7. The believer is to be renewed in the spirit of his mind. 
8. The believer is to let the mind of Christ be in him by walking humbly 
before God and men. 
9. The believer is to think only upon the things of praise and virtue. 
10. The believer is to live by the laws of God which God has put into 
his mind. 
11. The believer is to arm himself with the same mind as Christ in 
bearing suffering 
 
You give Him your will (v. 2b). 
Your mind controls your body, and your will controls your mind. Many 
people think they can control their will by "willpower," but usually they 
fail. It is only when we yield the will to God that His power can take 
over and give us the willpower (and the won’t power!) that we need to be 
victorious Christians. 
 
We surrender our wills to God through disciplined prayer. As we spend 
time in prayer, we surrender our will to God and pray, with the Lord, 
"Not my will, but Thy will be done." We must pray about everything, and 
let God have His way in everything. 
 
Being Acceptable to God 
The most important aspect of our service to God is the answer to the 
question, "Does God find what I do acceptable?" Many seem to think that 
He is pleased with just about anything as long as its pretty. True 
service and devotion to God involves replacing our wills with His. 
 
Those who take the "Prove I'm wrong" approach are much more susceptible 
to being mislead than those who take the "Prove it is right" approach as 
taught in our text.  
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If we add to this the additional caution of "when in doubt, don't" 
(Romans 14:20-23) then we will be on safe ground. 
 
Nonconformity 
"And do not be conformed to this world..." (Romans 12:2a). 
 
It is definitely not a good approach to discovering the truth of how God 
wants us to be by looking at the world. When the world demands that we 
conform to its always changing standards, we choose instead to live by a 
higher standard.  
 
"We must obey God rather than men." (Acts 5:29). The standards of the 
world include religious teachings. Just because something goes under the 
name of "religion" does not mean that it is of God. Cults, human 
religious creeds and practices, and carnal social/political agendas are a 
part of the world.  
 
Proving What The Will of The Lord Is 
"...that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good, 
and acceptable, and perfect." (Romans 12:2c).  
 
It is up to us to "prove what is right." The Scriptures also put it this 
way: "But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good; 
abstain from every form of evil." (1 Thessalonians 5:21,23). 
 
The reason why the believer is to be transformed is extremely 
significant. The believer must prove (dokimazo) the will of God. The word 
"prove" means both to find and to follow God’s will. This is certainly 
understandable.  
 
The only conceivable way a person can ever find and follow God’s will is 
to focus and keep his mind upon God and upon the things of God. 
 
Note also how the will of God is described. Meditating upon the threefold 
description stirs a person to crave after God’s will. God’s will is said 
to be... 
·    good (agathon): beneficial, rich, bountiful, suitable, moral. 
·    acceptable (euareston): pleasing, satisfactory, welcomed. 
·    perfect (teleion): without error or mistake, flawless, complete, 
     absolute, free from any need, short of nothing, completely fulfilled. 
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What Does God Expect From Me? Series (Part 3)  
Judgment Begins With the People of God - 1 Peter 4:17-19 
 
I have been drawn to some verses found in the Old Testament of late, in 
part due to our study of the Minor Prophets in our Sunday morning Bible 
classes. 
 
It's has become extremely clear to me (again!) that those of the world 
are watching us and are forming some of the conclusions about God, 
Christ, faith, and the church because of what they see in us. 
 
In the following three sets of verses, this fact is clear: 
Psalms 79:10: "Why should the nations say, "Where is their God?" Before 
our eyes, make known among the nations that you avenge the outpoured 
blood of your servants." 
 
Psalms 115:1-8: "Not to us, O LORD, not to us but to your name be the 
glory, because of your love and faithfulness. {2} Why do the nations say, 
"Where is their God?" {3} Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases 
him. {4} But their idols are silver and gold, made by the hands of men. 
{5} They have mouths, but cannot speak, eyes, but they cannot see; {6} 
they have ears, but cannot hear, noses, but they cannot smell; {7} they 
have hands, but cannot feel, feet, but they cannot walk; nor can they 
utter a sound with their throats. {8} Those who make them will be like 
them, and so will all who trust in them." 
 
Joel 2:17: "Let the priests, who minister before the LORD, weep between 
the temple porch and the altar. Let them say, 'Spare your people, O LORD. 
Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn, a byword among the 
nations. Why should they say among the peoples, 'Where is their God?''" 
 
People are watching us...and as they watch us "interact with God in our 
daily life," they also make some determinations about our God. 
 
Remember the story of the spies who went into Jericho and came upon 
Rahab, the prostitute? Can you imagine a most unlikely convert to God as 
this woman...a Gentile...a prostitute? 
 
Joshua 2:8-13: "Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on 
the roof {9} and said to them, "I know that the LORD has given this land 
to you and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who 
live in this country are melting in fear because of you. {10} We have 
heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you 
came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the 
Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. {11} When we 
heard of it, our hearts melted and everyone's courage failed because of 
you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. 
{12} Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that you will show kindness 
to my family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign 
{13} that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers 



 11

and sisters, and all who belong to them, and that you will save us from 
death."" 
 
God expects us to be a light to the world around us in our day....with 
our 'Bring a Friend' Day two weeks away, these words ought to impact us: 
 
Matthew 5:13-16: ""You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses 
its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for 
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. {14} "You are the 
light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. {15} Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its 
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. {16} In the same way, 
let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and 
praise your Father in heaven." 
 
Our text for this lesson 
1 Peter 4:17-19: "For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of 
God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do 
not obey the gospel of God? {18} And, "If it is hard for the righteous to 
be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" {19} So then, 
those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to 
their faithful Creator and continue to do good." 
 
Peter is saying that the final judgment is beginning not with the pagans 
or the unbelieving Jews, but with the family of God, the church. The 
persecution they are experiencing is a phase of that final judgment. 
 
Not only is the story of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5) a graphic example, 
but Paul clearly states this teaching.  
 
Paul writes, "If we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment. 
When we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will 
not be condemned with the world" (1 Cor 11:31-32).  
 
There is, then, a New Testament teaching that God will judge his church, 
his people. This judgment is a discipline to harden them so that they 
will not sin or to turn them from the sin into which they have already 
fallen.  
 
Part of the graciousness of God’s act is seen in Peter’s question "What 
will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel?" If the 
beginning of the final judgment, the purifying action of God within his 
church, is so severe, despite the fact that they are God’s own family and 
have obeyed the gospel, what will the conclusion of the final judgment be 
like when he turns his attention to those who have refused to obey him?  
 
In this passage, then, Peter has three ways of looking at persecution.  
1. First, it is a test of faith, showing if the commitment of the 
professed Christian is genuine or not (1 Pet 4:12).  
2. Second, it is an identification with the sufferings of Christ, which 
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will not only result in glory in the future, but leads to the Spirit of 
glory resting upon them now (1 Pet 4:13-14).  
3. Finally, it is a discipline or judgment, which shows that they are in 
fact God’s family and purifies them to live more in the character of the 
family.  
Is it hard to be saved? Turn to John 6 and put verse 60 in its context: 
John 6:60: "On hearing it, many of his disciples said, "This is a hard 
teaching. Who can accept it?"" 
 
Matthew 19:23-30: "Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the 
truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. {24} 
Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." {25} When the 
disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, "Who then 
can be saved?" {26} Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is 
impossible, but with God all things are possible."  
 
{27} Peter answered him, "We have left everything to follow you! What 
then will there be for us?" {28} Jesus said to them, "I tell you the 
truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his 
glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. {29} And everyone who has 
left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or 
fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit 
eternal life. {30} But many who are first will be last, and many who are 
last will be first." 
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What Does God Expect From Me? Series (Part 4) 
The Majesty of God - Isaiah 40: 12-31 and Psalm 93:1-5 
 
Psalms 93:1-5: "The LORD reigns, he is robed in majesty; the LORD is 
robed in majesty and is armed with strength. The world is firmly 
established; it cannot be moved. {2} Your throne was established long 
ago; you are from all eternity. {3} The seas have lifted up, O LORD, the 
seas have lifted up their voice; the seas have lifted up their pounding 
waves. {4} Mightier than the thunder of the great waters, mightier than 
the breakers of the sea-- the LORD on high is mighty. {5} Your statutes 
stand firm; holiness adorns your house for endless days, O LORD." 
 
Psalms 145:5: "They will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty, 
and I will meditate on your wonderful works." 
 
Hebrews 1:3: "The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact 
representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. 
After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty in heaven." 
 
Hebrews 8:1: "The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a 
high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty 
in heaven," 
 
2 Peter 1:16: "We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told 
you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty." 
 
Majesty:  
Comes from latin, meaning greatness. To ascribe majesty to someone or 
something is to ascribe greatness - voicing our respect and awe. 
 
Today - the problem of 'personal' AND majestic -  
Become 'personal' - but leaves the impression that He is a person of the 
same sort as we are -- weak, inadequate, ineffective. 
 
He is 'a personal being' - but He is GREAT, He is to be reverenced, to be 
feared, to be held in AWE, to be worshipped and praised. 
 
Personal as seen in early part of Genesis!  
"Let US...(Gen. 1:26), brings the animals to Adam to be named, 'walks' in 
the garden...calls to Adam (3:8-9), he asks them questions (3:11-13, 4:9; 
16:8). He is grieved by human wickedness - 6:6-7.  
 
1. He is NOT a 'cosmic principle' - but a living, active BEING - 
thinking, feeling, approving of good, disapproving of evil... interested 
in His people.  
 
He is a MAJESTIC BEING  
1. Creates the Heaven and the Earth...bring order out of chaos....  
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2. Creates mankind - creating Adam out of dust, Eve from Adam's side...  
3. He Is lord over all of Creation ... cursing the ground, subjecting 
mankind to death...  
4. He floods the earth in judgment - ch. 6-8  
5. He confounds the language and scatters the builders of Babel, 11:7-9  
6. He overthrows Sodom and Gomorrah -- 19:24-25 
7. Abraham ...."the Judge of all the earth" - 18:25,  
8. Melchizedek: "God Most High, maker of heaven and earth' - 14:19-22. 
9. He is present everywhere - observing ALL that men do -  
Cain's murder (4:9), mankind's corruption (6:5), Hagar's destitution 
(16:7).  
10. Hagar calls Him "El Roi, "the God who sees me"  
11. Hagar calls her son Ishamel = "God hears",  
12. God's own 'name' is El Shaddai - God Almighty....  
 
Remove from our thoughts any limits that would make Him small.... 
...compare Him with powers and forces which we regard as great... 
Tasks that have been done.... (Isaiah 40:12) "Who has measured the 
waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth of his hand marked 
off the heavens? Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, or 
weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance?" 
 
Think of the 'great national powers' that have dominated the world....and 
listen to Isaiah 40:15-17: "Surely the nations are like a drop in a 
bucket; they are regarded as dust on the scales; he weighs the islands as 
though they were fine dust. {16} Lebanon is not sufficient for altar 
fires, nor its animals enough for burnt offerings. {17} Before him all 
the nations are as nothing; they are regarded by him as worthless and 
less than nothing." 
.  
Assyria...Egypt...Babylon...America (?).... brought to judgment. Their 
'forces' and 'resources' far more than mine, yet humbled before the great 
and majestic God we serve...Even the world itself...  
 
Isaiah 18-22: "To whom, then, will you compare God? What image will you 
compare him to? {19} As for an idol, a craftsman casts it, and a 
goldsmith overlays it with gold and fashions silver chains for it. {20} A 
man too poor to present such an offering selects wood that will not rot. 
He looks for a skilled craftsman to set up an idol that will not topple. 
{21} Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from 
the beginning? Have you not understood since the earth was founded? {22} 
"He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like 
grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads 
them out like a tent to live in." 
 
Think of the size, the nearly 5 million peoples, the vast sky... God MADE 
it, organized it, preserves it, sustains it, and will some day destroy 
IT! It is 'God's footstool.'  
 
The Worlds 'GREAT ONES' - (Isaiah 40:23) "He brings princes to naught 
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and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing." 
 
Pharoah...Nebuchadnezzar...Pilate...Hitler...Saddam Hussein....any ruler 
of the United States. 
 
Stars - the heavens .... (Isaiah 40:26) "Lift your eyes and look to the 
heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by 
one, and calls them each by name. Because of his great power and mighty 
strength, not one of them is missing."... countless.... 'eternal'...... 
YET ordered. 
 
OUR RESPONSE TO SUCH MAJESTY  
Isaiah 40:25-31: "To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?" says 
the Holy One. {26} Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created 
all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them 
each by name. Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of 
them is missing. {27} Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel, 
"My way is hidden from the LORD; my cause is disregarded by my God"? {28} 
Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and 
his understanding no one can fathom. {29} He gives strength to the weary 
and increases the power of the weak. {30} Even youths grow tired and 
weary, and young men stumble and fall; {31} but those who hope in the 
LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they 
will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint." 
 
Psalm 93 
We must never doubt the Lord's strength, nor should we lack confidence in 
His wisdom or purpose.  
 
Sometimes, the world tries to make us lose sight of our reason for 
gladness. Through ordeals that we must face because we live in a fallen 
world, it may be that we sometimes allow our hope to grow dim. When we 
face persecution. When we suffer loss. When our health fails. When sin in 
the world seems so strong and God's truth is maligned.  
 
It is times like these that we especially need to remember Who it is that 
has declared "I will not forsake you, nor will I ever desert you," so 
that we may confidently declare to the world, "The Lord is my helper, I 
shall not be afraid." (Hebrews 13:5,6). 
 
The Lord's Reign 
When did the Lord's reign begin? In one sense, it had no beginning, but 
is as eternal as He is. In the New Testament we read, "Thy throne, O God, 
is forever and ever." (Hebrews 1:8).  
 
The LORD God reigns supreme in His universe. There is no power above Him. 
He is the source of all authority and dominion. Even in the darkest of 
times, the Lord has not abdicated His throne; He still sits upon it, 
observes, and takes action as he determines according to the intention of 
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His will.  
 
Never cease to doubt God's eternal rule in His universe, no matter how 
dark the hour; nor never cease to allow Him to rule in your heart. He 
cannot be removed from His heavenly throne, but He will not rule from the 
throne of your heart without your yielding it to Him. 
 
The Lord's Strength 
"The LORD has clothed and girded Himself with strength... The LORD on 
high is mighty." (Psalm 93:1b;4b).  
 
Paul wrote, "I can do all things through Him who strengthens me." 
(Philippians 4:13). We must believe that God is powerful and have 
confidence that He is able to do all that is necessary to see us safely 
home. 
 
With God, it is not a matter of "can He?" though it is sometimes a matter 
of His divine plan, will and purpose.  
 
Concerning our salvation, God is able. John once told the multitudes  
that if it were according to His purpose, "God is able from these stones 
to raise up children to Abraham." (Matthew 3:9). He is able to always 
provide a way of escape from temptation. He is able to guard that which 
we commit to Him until that day. He is able to come to the aid of those 
who are tempted. He is able to do exceedingly beyond all we ask for or 
think (1 Corinthians 10:13; 2 Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 2:18; Ephesians 
3:20). 
 
The Lord's Purpose 
You get the feeling it was a "done deal" from the beginning when you read 
the Bible. It was. From the first announcement of what would become known 
as the plan of redemption in the garden of Eden following the fall to 
its fulfillment in Jesus of Nazareth, it was predestined.  
 
Nothing could alter or change it, though Satan tried. He tried to mislead 
the people of the promise, and though all too successful, he could not 
derail the plan. He tried to destroy them during Esther's day, but 
failed. The Messiah would be brought forth from the Hebrew nation. God's 
promises do not fail. 
 
The church with Christ as head exists today because God's purpose cannot 
be thwarted by any power, mans' or angelic. The world has been firmly 
set; it would allow for redemption to take place, and its history records 
that God's plan for human redemption was fulfilled by Jesus on the cross 
"in order that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through 
the church... this was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He 
carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Ephesians 3:10,11; cf. 2 Timothy 
1:9).  
 
The Lord's Timelessness 
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God is eternal. He has no beginning or end. He is the first cause. There 
would be nothing if not for the fact of God's existence and purpose. 
 
God greatly desires all to be saved, and patiently and mercifully grants 
men time to repent. By man's reckoning, God has granted us a long time; 
almost two thousand years since His Son promised to return. Why do 
believers still believe the promise after all this time? 
 
Because God is eternal. It has not been either a long time or a short 
time to Him. He is timeless. "With the Lord one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow about His 
promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing 
for any to perish but for all to come to repentance." (2 Peter 3:8,9). 
 
 
The Lord's Testimonies 
When the Lord says a thing, you can believe it completely. This is yet 
another reason for the Christian's confidence even when the days are 
evil. As James pointed out, "Behold, we count as blessed those who 
endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome 
of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and 
merciful." (James 5:11).  
 
Like Job, we hold fast our integrity. We await the day of our vindication 
and redemption. We do not doubt that the final outcome of the Lord's 
dealings with us will be abundant blessing. We do not waver "for He who 
promised is faithful." (Hebrews 10:23). The hope we have is an anchor for 
our souls, sure and steadfast (Hebrews 6:19). 
 
The Lord's House 
We are God's household. We are His temple. Our hearts provide Him a 
throne from which He rules our lives and gives us peace which passes 
understanding. Holy and righteous conduct is the only proper standard of 
behavior for the Christian in every circumstance, for we are God's 
dwelling place (1 Corinthians 6:15-20). 
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What Does God Expect From Me? Series (Part 5) 
Respecting God's Word  
 
(This sermon was preached on a 'Bring a Friend' Day). 
 
Numbers 15:32-36: "While the Israelites were in the desert, a man was 
found gathering wood on the Sabbath day. {33} Those who found him 
gathering wood brought him to Moses and Aaron and the whole assembly, 
{34} and they kept him in custody, because it was not clear what should 
be done to him."  
 
INTRODUCTION: Numbers 15:32-36 (Stop reading at the end of the verse 34). 
 
At this point the children of Israel do not know what to do with this 
person who has been caught picking up sticks on the Sabbath. Okay, let's 
make you the judge. Suppose you were there and you had to cast your vote 
as to what should be done with this person (let's remember that we are 
not under the Sabbath Day today). 
 
What is your verdict? ({35} Then the LORD said to Moses, "The man must 
die. The whole assembly must stone him outside the camp." {36} So the 
assembly took him outside the camp and stoned him to death, as the LORD 
commanded Moses.").  
 
It is quite shocking isn't it, that God would say to stone this person to 
death. Do you know why it is shocking? Because we are rating the 
seriousness of the sin itself instead of seeing what the sin is a result 
of.  
 
This person willfully and rebelliously disobeyed the direct command of 
God. As far as the spirit or attitude behind the sin, whether picking up 
sticks or murdering someone, the root transgression is the same: 
disregard for the word of God.  
 
The Importance Of An Appeal To Authority Matt. 8:5-10.  
"When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for 
help. {6} "Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in 
terrible suffering." {7} Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him." {8} 
The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my 
roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. {9} For I 
myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 
'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my 
servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." {10} When Jesus heard this, he was 
astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have 
not found anyone in Israel with such great faith." 
 
The centurion understood the principle of authority. He understood that 
He was making an appeal to a Man of authority. Authority is like this: 
"when I say to a servant 'go', he goes." Now that is the way authority 
works. The centurion understood two sides of authority.  
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He was a man under authority, but he also had men under him. He 
understood what it was like to obey those over him and therefore also 
understood how to rule the men under him.  
With authority, we are not talking about suggestions or whether anyone 
agrees with the command or how one feels about the command. Just do it.  
 
Matt.21:23-25  
"Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief 
priests and the elders of the people came to him. "By what authority are 
you doing these things?" they asked. "And who gave you this authority?" 
{24} Jesus replied, "I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, 
I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. {25} John's 
baptism--where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or from men?" They 
discussed it among themselves and said, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he 
will ask, 'Then why didn't you believe him?'" 
 
It is interesting here that both Jesus and the chief priests and elders 
understood the need for authority. Jesus follows up on their question. 
Authority comes either from heaven or from men. In spiritual matters, if 
it is from men, it must be disregarded. If it is from heaven, it must be 
obeyed.  
 
Consider also what the Lord did when He was asked a question: He appealed 
to scripture. In fact, all of the discussions between Jesus and the Jews 
centered around what was lawful and what was not. This was at least 
better than what we commonly have today where people do not care what the 
law says. "Have you not read" was Jesus' repeated admonition.  
 
Men's Tendencies To Disrespect God's Law  
II Kings 5:8-14  
"When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his 
robes, he sent him this message: "Why have you torn your robes? Have the 
man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel." {9} 
So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of 
Elisha's house. {10} Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, "Go, wash 
yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and 
you will be cleansed." {11} But Naaman went away angry and said, "I 
thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the 
name of the LORD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my 
leprosy. {12} Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better 
than any of the waters of Israel? Couldn't I wash in them and be 
cleansed?" So he turned and went off in a rage. {13} Naaman's servants 
went to him and said, "My father, if the prophet had told you to do some 
great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he 
tells you, 'Wash and be cleansed'!" {14} So he went down and dipped 
himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and 
his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy." 
 
The words of Naaman express the human tendency perfectly: "I thought". 
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Man tends to want to think and reason on his own and not match his 
thoughts with God's.  
 
Mankind, like the Jews of the Bible, tended to make three mistakes:  
1. They missed parts of scripture that should have been included in the 
consideration of certain topics. Often their preconceptions kept them 
from honestly considering these scriptures. In other words they were 
ignorant. 
 
2. They considered tradition as part of law. How many times have 
religious people wedded themselves to tradition either in opposition to 
God's law or in refusing to do a lawful thing differently just because 
they wanted it done the way it had always been done.  
 
3. They would hear and give lip service to God, but not obey This is 
the ultimate self-deception. 
Luke 6:46: "Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say?" 
 
James 1:21-26: "Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that 
is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save 
you. {22} Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do 
what it says. {23} Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it 
says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror {24} and, after 
looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 
{25} But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives 
freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but 
doing it--he will be blessed in what he does. {26} If anyone considers 
himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he 
deceives himself and his religion is worthless." 
 
How Will We Be Able To Understand God's Word?  
1. First, we must have the right attitude It is not just that it is 
possible to know God's will, we must want to know it. (John 7:17) "If 
anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out whether my teaching 
comes from God or whether I speak on my own." 
 
2. We must understand that the authority of God is behind every law 
James 2:10-11: "For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just 
one point is guilty of breaking all of it. {11} For he who said, "Do not 
commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder." If you do not commit 
adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker." 
 
That there are varying consequences to violating God's laws is not the 
point here. To keep the whole law and yet violate one point makes one 
guilty of all because the same authority is behind every single law.  
 
The number of violations makes no difference not the supposed seriousness 
of the violation, but the fact that authority has been disregarded. This 
is why we cannot treat what we think of as minor violations 
inconsequential.  
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We must recognize that the Bible is complete and that all we need to know 
from God is contained in it. 
 
2 Timothy 3:16-17: "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, {17} so 
that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." 
 
WHAT DO WE EXPECT TO HAPPEN? 
A. We expect God’s voice to be heard. 
Because God has spoken in the past and faith was the result, it will also 
occur today.  
 
B. We expect God’s people to obey Him. 
God’s word always demands a response of obedience. What we do in response 
to God’s Word depends on what He says to us through it: 
1. If through the text taught God speaks about Himself and His own 
glorious greatness, we respond by humbling ourselves in worship 
2. If He speaks to our waywardness, fickleness, rebellion or guilt, then 
we respond in penitence and confession 
3. If He speaks about Christ, who died to bear our sins and was raised 
from the dead to prove it, we respond in faith, desiring baptism, which 
washes away our sins 
4. If He speaks about His promises, then we determine to inherit them 
5. If He speaks about His commands, then we determine to keep them 
6. If He speaks to us about the world and their need of a Savior, then 
His compassion rises up within each of us and we seek to both preach the 
gospel and serve the needy 
7. If He speaks to us through His Word about the future, the coming of 
Christ and the glory to follow, then our hope is kindled and we resolve 
to be holy and busy until He comes. 
 
C. We expect darkness to be revealed. 
We often quote and proclaim the words of John 3:16: ""For God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish, but have eternal life." 
 
Those words take on greater meaning if we’ll continue to verses 19-21:  
""And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and 
men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil. 
(20) ""For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to 
the light, lest his deeds should be exposed." (21) ""But he who 
practices the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be manifested 
as having been wrought in God."" 
 
"I would like a job as tutor, teacher and advisor to your family. I will 
never take a vacation. I will never be out of humor. I don't drink or 
smoke. I won't borrow your clothes or raid your refrigerator. I will be 
up in the morning as early as anyone in the household and will stay up as 
late as anyone wishes. I will help solve any problems your children might 
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have. I will give you the satisfaction of knowing that no question your 
children ask will go unanswered. For that matter, I will answer any of 
your own questions on subjects that range from "How we got here?" to 
"Where are we headed?"  
"I will help settle debates and differences of opinion. I will give 
you information that will help you with your job, your family and all of 
your other interests. In short, I will give you the knowledge that will 
insure the continued success of your family. I'm your Bible. Do I get 
the job?" 
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What Does God Expect From Me? Series (Part 6) 
The Promises Of God and His Absolute Faithfulness 
 
We are all accustomed to promises. We are also accustomed to seeing them 
made and broken.  
 
Anyone who has lived for a number of years would certainly never lay 
claim to having kept every promise made. There are many reasons why this 
is true. Sometimes we forget, sometimes we are negligent, and sometimes 
it may be due to circumstances beyond our control. People do change their 
mind, and they do break their promises. 
 
What about the promises of God? How certain are they? The Apostle Paul, 
in writing about the promises of God to Abraham, addressed the church at 
Rome with these words: Romans 4:13-16: "It was not through law that 
Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir of 
the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. {14} For if 
those who live by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is 
worthless, {15} because law brings wrath. And where there is no law there 
is no transgression. {16} Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that 
it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring--not 
only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of the faith 
of Abraham. He is the father of us all." 
 
God's promise to Abraham was first spelled out in Genesis Chapter 12. It 
was repeated in Chapter 22:18: "...and through your offspring all nations 
on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me."" 
 
Now a promise is of no more value than is the ability of the one who 
makes it to carry through. It also includes willingness to do so. God did 
carry through with Abraham. Paul points out in Galatians 3:16: that it 
was through Christ God intended to fulfill the promise to Abraham.  
 
"The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does 
not say "and to seeds," meaning many people, but "and to your seed," 
meaning one person, who is Christ." 
 
Acts 13:32-33: "We tell you the good news: What God promised our fathers 
{33} he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it 
is written in the second Psalm: "'You are my Son; today I have become 
your Father.'" 
 
The contour of Jesus' life, while living on earth, was shaped by his 
trust in the power of the promises of God.  
 
When Jesus said: "I am that bread of life", John 6:48, "I am the light of 
the world", John 8:12, "I am the resurrection and the life." John 11:25, 
He did so fully realizing that He had been empowered with this right by 
the Father who had promised to raise Him from the grave. There were more 
than 500 brethren at one time who bore witness to the fulfillment of this 
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promise according to I Corinthians 15:1-6. 
 
What can be said about God's promises to us?  
1. He has promised to supply every need we have. 
The Bible says: Philippians 4:19: "And my God will meet all your needs 
according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus." 
 
Now notice, God has obligated Himself only to the extent of our needs. 
That would include food, clothing, shelter, companionship, love, and 
salvation thru Jesus Christ. It would not include the multiplicity of 
luxuries that we have come to think of as needs. 
 
2. God has promised that His grace is sufficient for us.  
2 Corinthians 12:9: "But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, 
for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me." 
 
He has made provision for our salvation by His grace through faith. 
Ephesians 2:8: "For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--" 
 
It is through an obedient faith that we have access into the grace of 
God. Romans 5:2: "...through whom we have gained access by faith into 
this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory 
of God." 
 
3. God has promised that His children will not be overtaken with 
temptation.  
Instead, He assures us that a way of escape will be provided. Biblical 
history records this to be true: 
 
Daniel 6:16: "So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and 
threw him into the lions' den. The king said to Daniel, "May your God, 
whom you serve continually, rescue you!"" 
 
1 Corinthians 10:13: "No temptation has seized you except what is common 
to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what 
you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so 
that you can stand up under it." 
 
Jude 1:24: "To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present 
you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy--" 
 
4. God has promised us victory over death.  
He first resurrected Jesus by way of assuring our resurrection. Peter 
said: "This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we are all witnesses" (Acts 
2:32). Paul wrote to the Corinthians: "For I delivered unto you first of 
all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he rose 
again the third day according to the scriptures" (I Corinthians 15:3,4). 



 25

Later on he adds: "but thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ" (I Corinthians 15:57). 
 
5. God has promised that all things work together for good to those who 
love and serve Him faithfully. 
Romans 8:28: "And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose." 
 
It may be difficult for us to see and understand how this is accomplished 
at times, but God has promised it, and He will deliver. 
 
6. God has promised that those who believe in Jesus and are baptized for 
the forgiveness of sins will be saved. 
Mark 16:16: "Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever 
does not believe will be condemned." 
 
7. God has promised his people eternal life.  
John 10:27-28: "My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow 
me. {28} I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one 
can snatch them out of my hand." 
 
* God's Absolute Faithfulness 
1 Thessalonians 5:24: "The one who calls you is faithful and he will do 
it." 
 
In these wonderfully reassuring words, the Lord prompts Christians to a 
similar constancy.  
 
Observe that the gospel call is God's way of guaranteeing us that He will 
not abandon us or disregard His great purpose of redemption.  
 
He has not sent His Son to die for us and later called us by the gospel 
to follow Christ, only to forget His purpose. God's absolute faithfulness 
was used by the Holy Spirit to motivate diligence in the task addressed 
in this section. We can do no better today than to fix our minds on the 
goodness of God continuing to act on our behalf.  
 
Certifies effectiveness of prayer 
The prayer of Paul was for the saints being completely sanctified and 
preserved blameless to the coming of the Lord. The immediate context 
clearly shows that such work on God's part is conditioned on the 
Christian's constancy.  
 
He must pursue that which is good, be joyous in life, continue in 
praying, yearn for God's Spirit-given utterances, and reject all evil. In 
such a response, He yields to the purifying influences of the gospel. The 
combined thought of God's work and our response stresses that God 
preserves as we persevere. The necessary implication is that 
sanctification is a growth, not a gift, and it depends on our desire to 
grow.  
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Based on the call of God in the gospel 
The only call that God issues today is that of the gospel. 
2 Thessalonians 2:14: "He called you to this through our gospel, that you 
might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
 
Why would the God of our salvation, who spared not His own Son, grow 
weary in the great work of salvation? The call of the gospel involves 
God's promise to accept us in Christ, to forgive us, and to sustain us 
spiritually.  
 
The spiritual growth involved in God's sanctification and preservation 
demands our constancy. He will be sure to maintain His role in this great 
work. We can depend on His promise, for He is not loose with His words: 
 
2 Peter 3:9: "The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to come to repentance." 
 
Justifies our confidence 
While Paul's purpose in verse 24 was to help the Thessalonians to trust 
God to sanctify and preserve them, the rest of the Bible recounts God's 
trustworthiness in this regard.  
 
He did not fail to remember His people in the deliverance from Egypt. He 
did not forget the remnant in Babylonian captivity. In the coming of the 
Christ, all of the Messianic promises of the Old Testament were kept.  
 
Whenever God has made an unconditional promise, He has always carried it 
out. His conditional promises have also been kept, depending on the 
meeting of His conditions.  
 
It is clear that God's promises do not delude. The reason for the 
dependability of God's promises is His own nature and character.  
 
2 Timothy 2:11-13: "Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died with him, 
we will also live with him; {12} if we endure, we will also reign with 
him. If we disown him, he will also disown us; {13} if we are faithless, 
he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself." 
 
Elicits favorable response 
What understandings of God does this assurance evoke in your mind? What 
emotion-laden response does it elicit in your life? Surely there are some 
desirable ones that the Lord had in mind in giving such certitude to His 
children. 
 
Trust. Because God can be relied upon to perform what He promises and to 
complete the work He began in calling us to salvation, we have a firm 
foundation for our faith. He will not leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 
13:5). 
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Adoration. Do we not highly respect and honor those of earth who are 
eminently trustworthy? We willingly entrust to them our possessions, our 
children, and our minds. The One with whom we have to do in heaven far 
surpasses earth's most honest and honorable citizen.  
 
Fidelity. Christ's faithfulness to our lost cause out of sheer love 
certainly calls for the loving devotion of sincere hearts. His fidelity 
to us has never been in doubt. God's absolute faithfulness to us prepares 
our hearts for the same kind of faithful service to Him. 
 


